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Can Models of Ecological Citizenship Help Us
Better Understand the Role of Corporations in

What is this research about?

Corporate activities have serious effects on the
environment. These effects can be harmful, helpful,
or both. Corporations play a big role in shaping the
debate on environmental protection. This is because
the amount of environmentally friendly management
practices the corporation chooses to bring about
makes them important actors. This research focuses
on understanding the roles and responsibilities of the
corporation in environmental protection, conservation,
and sustainability.

What did the researchers do?

The researchers looked at the latest literature to bring
together various views on ecological citizenship.
Ecological citizenship is focused on the relationship
of citizens to their environment. Specifically, it looks
at:

» Status
* Entitlements
* Process of participation

The researchers applied a set of ideas called new
corporate environmentalism (NCE) to this study.

They used the view of citizenship to analyze how the
actions of corporations in environmental management
are political.

What you need to know:

Corporations affect the environment in a number of
different ways. Ecological citizenship models reveal
the important roles and impacts of corporations on
environmental politics.

What did the researchers find?

The researchers found that corporations are like
citizens in many ways. They set an example on
how to treat the environment with their actions. The
researchers found ecological citizenship to be a
useful model for looking at the changing role of the
corporation in society. Ecological citizenship may be
explained through 3 broad approaches:

1. As intimate connection
2. As an extension of rights and obligations
3. As a non-territorial obligation

While these 3 views differ from each other, they

all help to better explain the changing role of the
corporations. These approaches shed light on 3 main
areas where the corporations have an active role to

play:
» Exporting liberal citizenship

« Extending the stakeholder set
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* Reconfiguring the community of the corporate
citizen

The researchers also argue that the ecological impact
of corporations has made them crucial players on

the world stage. Corporations now have a duty to
work with other political actors in tackling global
environmental problems like climate change.

How can you use this research?

This research brings together issues that have
been talked about separately in the past. It uses a
political framework to bring together all of the views.
Policymakers and community groups will find this
research useful to:

» Better understand the role of corporations in the
environmental management debate

* Encourage more ambitious environmental
management practices from corporations

» Better incorporate the practices of corporations into
public sustainability and environmental activities
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