

















































































































Renewing transatlantic cooperation

In a changing international environment

Education and training in general, and international education
in particular, have risen to the top of the political agenda on
both sides of the Atlantic. This is reflected in the renewal of
cooperation agreements in higher education and vocational edu-
cation and training concluded by the European Community with
the USA and Canada.

The new agreements follow on from five-year cooperation pro-
grammes launched with the USA in 1995 and Canada in 1996.
The renewal of the EC-USA programme was signed at the White
House on 18 December last, on the occasion of an EU-USA
summit meeting, and the agreement with Canada was signed
the next day in Ottawa. With the approval of the European
parliament, they came into force on 1 March.

An international issue

‘The internationalisation of education is becoming a key issue
in the knowledge-based society', in the view of Commissioner
Viviane Reding, who described the programmes as ‘exemplary’
and ‘at the forefront of worldwide developments in this respect.

The education ministers of the leading industrialised countries
took a similar view at the G8 meeting in Tokyo last year, indi-
cating that the search for solutions to emerging needs in edu-
cation requires close international cooperation, particularly
between countries with the most developed education systems.

In April 2000, President Clinton issued a presidential memo-
randum on international education, the first on education in
the last 35 years. It states: 'A coherent and coordinated inter-
national education strategy will help us meet the twin chal-
lenges of preparing our citizens for a global environment white
continuing to attract and educate future leaders from abroad:.
To achieve the memorandum's objectives, a series of initiatives
have been launched in partnership by the US Department of
Education and the US Department of State on international
policy ().

And Canada's central government is deploying similar efforts
to promote international education, combining initiatives to
market the Canadian knowledge industry with support for stu-
dent mobility in general.

In Europe, the conclusions of the Lisbon European Council in
March 2000 underline the need to adapt education systems
as a vital response to the challenges of the globalisation of
knowledge-driven economy. EU education ministers are exam-
ining the concrete future objectives of education and systems,
focusing on common concerns and priorities while respecting
national diversity, and their report to the EU government lead-
ers clearly identifies opening up education and training sys-
tems to the world as one of those objectives.

Model cooperation agreements

In what way are the EC-USA and EC-Canada programmes ‘exem-
plary'? They can be seen as laboratories for international edu-
cation and training, which is all about acquiring the knowledge
and skills required to live and work in a global society charac-
terised by educational, economic and sociocultural diversity. Their
main objective is to contribute to the quality of human resources
development, i.e. to the quality of education and training pro-
vision, in a transatlantic context through activities of mutual
benefit to all concerned.

Evaluation has confirmed the validity of cooperation formuia
established under the programmes, which has become the ref-
erence and a model for other educational cooperation
arrangements (%). The findings on the educational value of the
previous programmes added to the clear political interest of
reinforcing transatlantic people-to-people links which has sup-
ported the new agreements.

In both cases, they are small-scale operations. Some 400
European higher education and training institutions and 3 000
European students, together with an equivalent number of US
institutions and students, have been involved in these pro-
gramme activities since 1995. However, the programmes pro-
vide for the most sophisticated and challenging international
cooperation scheme in education and training. At least three
institutions from three different EU countries and three from
three different states in the US (or provinces in Canada) make
a commitment to work together in consortia whose complex-
ity derives not only from the number of institutions involved
but also from the difficulty of the tasks to be accomplished.

In each consortium, partners have to deal with most of the
issues critical to the development of international education,
namely, the development of common curricula, questions related
to international quality assurance and certification, recogni-
tion of periods of study and training, provision for structured
exchanges of and teaching assignments for teachers, and the
development of web-based support and dissemination tools.

Most consortia deal with a combination of all of the above;
not all necessarily involve student (*) mobility. But they all focus
on the reality of students. Projects are more than fora for dis-
cussion: they have to give hard and fast answers to students’
needs, regardless of mobility.

Even if the programmes should not be seen as simple student
mobility schemes, student mobility is encouraged because it
is a sort of reality test for cooperation. Credit recognition, tuition
and registration fee waivers, visa issuance, and the provision
of student services are, among other issues, the subject of
arrangements between institutions. Student involvement in
transatlantic curricula does not necessarily require student
mobility; however, when student mobility is involved the six
participating institutions are forced to make cross-arrangements
to ensure, among other issues, that the periods of study or
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training in hosting institutions across the Atlantic are recog-
nised by the student's institution of origin.

Experience shows that the successful completion of a consortium
project is dependent on a number of factors, paramount among
which is the institutions’ commitment, including backing of
the institutions’ authorities — not always directly involved in
projects — as well as the involvement and full support of the
institutions' administrations. This means that, within institu-
tions, consortia fertilise international education developments
beyond those departments directly involved.

Because of the complex networking, each consortium is like
a sounding box. The impact of a successful project often has
a multiplier effect going beyond the participating institutions
and beyond the life span of the project in question.

So the cooperation programmes encourage a collaborative
response to the challenges of international education and the
dramatic growth in the education and training market expected
to take place over the next two decades. Above all, the agree-
ments espouse an approach in which benefits are shared by
all partners and all participating institutions.

The growing demand for specialised education and the greater
mobility of students have prompted some countries’ strategies
to attract larger numbers of international students as an eco-
nomic resource. While competition for numbers may still be
an important development factor, the response to growing
demand for international education and training programmes
will necessitate a generalised move towards greater interna-
tional collaboration. The EC-USA and EC-Canada programmes
will have shown the way forward.

Further information

Augusto Gonzalez

Education and Culture DG

Fax (32-2) 296 32 33

E-mail: augusto.gonzalez@cec.eu.int

Web site: http:/feuropa.cuint/commfeducationfec-usafusa.html, and
http://europa.eu.intfcomm/educationfcanada/canada.html

(1) Web aite. htip flexchangesstate govfiep!

(2) Web site: htipffeuropacuintfcommfeducationfec-usafeval us.pdf
htip fleuropacuantfecommfeducatinnfcanadaffinalieppdl

(3) 'Students’ means all those persons following learming or trning courses or pro-
grammes thal are run by higher education or vocational education and traiming
nstitutions
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