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y dear Fellow Semioticians,
Bienvenidos a Guadalajaral It is
a great honor and delight for me to
welcome you as participants in the
VIth World Congress of the
Intarnational Association for Semiotic
Studies (IASS). You have come from
all corners of our planet to meet here
in Guadalajara
- in order to discuss the present
state of the art in the theory of signs
and its applications and
- to deliberate what Semiotic can
contribute to our understanding of
Mature and Culture.

When in 1994 the General As-
sembly of the 1ASS in Berksley voted
i favour of Having the Vith 1S5 Con-
gress in Mexico, many good reasons
were given for this decision :

{1) The first four IASS Congresses
had taken place in Europe and the fifth
inthe United States of America, and
there had always been a large num-
ber of high-guality contributions from
Latin-America,

(2] In the last twenty years, Latin-
American countries have built up a
dense network of semiotic research
institutes and teaching institutions
with an impressive output of semiotic
publications and a rapidly increasing
number of students.

{d) From the beginning, coopera-
tion between Latin-American

(1ASS)

semioticians and their colleagues in
other parts of the world, notably Eu-
rope and North America, has been
very close.

While in the seventies and eight-
ies this cooperation mostly had ths
form of scholars from the Northern
Hemisphere being invited to give lec-
tures and courses in Latin-America
and many Latin-American students
going to study in Europe and North
America, the intellectual balance
gradualtly changed so that now more
and more Latin-American professors
are invited to teach in the Northern
Hemisphere and students from there
come here to cornplate their academic
training in Latin-America.

(4) In light of this, the fact that
the University Chair of the European
founder of Semiotics Ferdinand de
Saussure in Geneva was held by the
Argentinian Luis J. Prieto in the last
three decades has acquired symbolic
value, Many of us learned from Prigto
a way of understanding Saussure that
Is both faithful to Saussure and up to
date with respect to modern develop-
ments in epistemology and in the set-
theoretical foundations of Structur-
alist Semiotics.

{5) When Post-Structuralism be-
came prominent and combined with
Post-Modernism in Architecture, Art,
Literature, and Music, the Latin-



American cultural experience became
a mede! case for a new way of lock-
ing at Culture also in the North,

The Northerners were accus-
tomed to using the historical se-
quence in which the new media had
been introduced and in which new art
styles had gained acceptance as a
nearly axiomatic background for their

practical application and their
theoretical analysis. However, when
you live in circumstances which lead
to a modification of this very se-
quance :

- when you become acguainted
with the big cinema only after having
seen TV all your life,

- when you are shown silent mov-
ies affer having become used to look-
ing at tone films,

-when you discover the value of
photography affer having produced
videos,

- when you experience the vari-
ous ways of painting not befare, hut
after having been introduced to pho-
tography,

- when you learn to operate com-
puter games and CO roms before
learning how 1o read books,

then you become perceptive to the
timeless qualities of these media and
feel free to use them in any combina-
tion. You develop a special sensitivity
for the benafits and limitations of each
art style, for the possible effects of
their new combination, and for the
aesthetic value of their mutual mirror-
ing, even if it takes place in an ahistoric
way,

Walking through the beautiful
canter of this thriving city of
Guadalajara, each of you has an op-
portunity to see and hear how Pre-
Columbian and Spanish Colonial
litestyles have become essential in-
gredients in the general Western Cul-
ture. It is this light-hearted breaking
with conventional forms of art, this
creative bricolage of heterogeneous
resourcas -each well-foundad in vi-
tal cultura) traditions- which has
made the Latin-American Cultures
one of the major sources of intercul-

tural stimulation for the contempo-
rary Western Cufture.

(B} With the simultanegus pres-
ence of the remains of four millennia
of High Culture, Mexico is an over-
whelming subject for studies on hu-
man sign systems. And Guadalajara
is very well located with respect to the
Aztec Empire as well as to the Span-
ish Conauest, thus providing an ideal
starting paint for such studies. But
aven morg impressive is the high level
of semiotic schalarship to be found
in Mexico.

To name just a few prominent
examples :

* |n 1947 the Cenier for Linguis-
tic and Literary Studies (CELL) was
established at the Colegio de México,
Directed by Beatriz Garza Cuardn
since 1978, it has not only helpad
translate classic semiotic works by
authors such as Greimas, Roland
Barthes, Todorov, Kristeva, and
Derrida, but also published eminent
treatises by its own members such as
Garza Cuaron's Connotation and
Meaning.

= In 1978 José Pascual Buxd
created a Poetics Seminar at the Na-
tional University of México UNAM.
This provided the basis for organiz-
ing the International Colloguium on
Poetics and Semiolagy and for pub-
lishing the journal Acta Poélica
(197941).

» At the same time a
Semiotics Seminar was intro-
duced at the ‘University of
Veracruz inJalapa. This was due
to the initiative of Renato Prado
Oropeza, who also founded the
journal Semiasis (18781f).

= At the University of Puebla,
Adridn Gimate-Welsh formed a
Canter for Language Studies in
1982, launched the book series
"Coleccion Signo y Sociedad”, and
founded the journal Morphé

(1986ff), which is devoted to the
analysis of language as a manifes-
tation of ideclogy.

* The Semictics of Culture has
become the focus of interest at the
Seminar on Semiology and Cuiture,
which was formed at UNAM by Oscar
Uribe Vfillegas in 1979. Among its pub-
lications is a book of Readings in
Semiology with spacial emphasis on
Semantics and the journal Semiglogia
{19841f), which was renamed
Semidticain 1986.

* |n addition, there are genuine
Mexican approaches to

=the Philosophy of Language with
the journal Dianoia,

= Pgychosemiotics,

» Semiotics of Mass Communica-
tion, and

= Semiotics of Architecture,

all at the National University of
Mexico UNAM.

* In 1885 the University of
Puebla and the UNAM organized
the First Latin-American Congress
on Semiotics Studies and pub-
lished its proceedings in the jour-
nal Morpheé.

As President of the |ASS, | am
proud to be able to refer to this high
level of expertise in Mexican
semiotic research, to these great
achievements in the teaching of
Semiotics in México, and to the con-
siderable activities in the organiza-
tion of our interdisciplinary field
through book series, journals, and
GCONOresses.

It was with this expertise that
you, Prof. Adrian Gimate-Welsh, ap-
proached the organization of the
present Congress.

With graat regpect and apprecia-
tion the 1ASS Bureau accepted the
generous joint offer by

» the Colegio de México
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» The Universidad Auténoma
Metropolitana (UAM), and

* The Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de Mexico (UNAM)

to finance this Congress, includ-
ing the funding for its plenary speak-
ers and various types of stipends fpr
semioticians from all continents.

It was with high expectations that
the |ASS Bureau then prepared the
scientific infrastructure of the Con-
gress. A Congress Topic was formu-
lated. It has succeeded in stimulating
excellent semiotic contributions on
Nature and Culture focussing on the
revolutionary new results in the natu-
ral sciences and in the human sci-
encas concermning the mutual relation-
ship of Nature and Culture (in the sin-
gular). And it has spurred semiotic
discussions on the world-wide politi-
cal problems created by the fact that
we live in a plurality of cultures which
contrast and compete with one an-
other and which exploit Nature to vari-
ous degrees,

In order o ensure that the Pro-
gramn structure will allow for a full ar-
ticulation of all these ideas, a Scien-
tific Committee was appointed with
distinguished scholars from four
continents as members. Two Screen-
ing Committes were established, one
in Eurcpe and one in México, to
evaluate the abstracts of the papers
contributed to the Congress and in
order to distribute them to the vari-
ous sections of the Congress Pro-
gram, These decisions were taken at
preparatory Bureau meetings which
also took place in Latin countries. ong
in Porto in September 1995, and the
gther in Sdo Paulo in September
1996. All of these committees and
events were coordinated in Vienna by
our General Secretary Jeff Bernard
and his Assistant Gloria Withalm.
They were especially involved in
adapting the various electronic infar-
mation systems (fax. e-mail, and
internet) to the needs of interconti-
nental communication.
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As you can see, many sign pro-
cesses have already taken place to
make this \Vith Congress of the |ASS
in Guadalajara a success and an un-
forgettable experience for all of you.

It is a pleasant duty for me to
thank all persons involved in the Con-
gress preparations, especially the dis-
tinguished authorities of

» the Coiegio de México,

* The Universidad Autdnoma
Metropolitana, and

* The Universidad Nacional
Autdnoma de México

for the generous contribution of
funds.

Qur cordial thanks go to

« the member of the IASS Execu-
tive Committee and President of the
Portuguese Semiotics Society Norma
Tasca for organizing the 1995 prepa-
ratory IASS Bureau meeting in Porto
and to

= the 1ASS Vice President and
President of the Brazilian Semiotics
Soclety Maria Lucia Santaella for the
organization of the 1996 preparatory
IASS Bureau meeting in Sao Paulo.

Special thanks are due to

* Pierre Pellegrino, the member of
the IASS Executive Committee who
acted as Head of the Scientific Com-
mittee for this Congress. Ha made
several intercontinental trips, some of
them without any financial help, in
order to secure an interesting and
transparent program structure.

Undoubtedly, each of you who is
contributing a scientific paper has
experienced the deep commitment to

our Congress shown by the members
ot the Europaan Screening Com-
mittee chaired by Dina Gorige and
= of the Mexican Screening Com-
mittee chaired by Adrian Gimate-
Welsh,

They deserve our gratefulness.

And so do Jeff Bernard and Glorla
Withalm in the IASS General Secre-
tariat, who were ready day and night
to help where and whenever help
seemed possible.

Last but not |east, our cordial
thanks should be addressed to the
Mexican Organizing Commitiee as a
whole, and especiaily to you, Prof.
Gimate-Welsh, together with your
working team including Marfiia Rayo
Sankey Garcia and Juan Manuel Lopez
acting as Communication and Culture
Coordinators, as well as Celia
Jiménez, who performed most of the
secretarial tasks. Despite the surpris-
ingly small number of personnel and
limited amount of resources, you have
all performed an incredible amount of
workin fulfilling the requirements and
wishes of hundreds of participants
from all five continents.

It will depend on you, dear Con-
gress participants, whether the joint
efforts of all these persons will prove
successful in making this International
Cangress a lively and pathbreaking
event for the future of Semiotics and
for the improvement of our human
condition, Please keep in mind that all
preparations, whether adeguate or in-
adequate in themselves, will only re-
ceive their justification through the
viay in which you take them up and
make them function in your scientific
encounters,






