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Review of Emery N. Castle (editor) The Changing American Countryside:
Rural People and Places and Meredith Ramsay, Community Culture and
Economic Development: The Social Roots of Local Action

Abstract
Rural America often seems like an afterthought in our urban-suburban community. Yet rural places make up
97 per cent of the nation's land and are home to one quarter of the population. Since World War II, rural
America has undergone profound changes: the relative decline of agriculture, forestry and mining in favor of
manufacturing and service industries, the rise of retirement and recreation communities, the construction of
elaborate transportation and communication networks, and the invasion of the countryside by expanding
suburbia.
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