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INTONATIONAL VARIATION AND SOCIAL MEANING 201

the social meaning of variables requires an understanding of how speakers
position themselves in particular contexts, both across situations and within
them in conversational moments. In the future, I will examine additional
oo o Itsrep  ~° recan be

wuue wie locus nere has been on producing intonation, just as important is
an understanding of the social perception of intonation. Whatever shape the
perceptual theory takes, it will need to incorporate the two notions of sali-
ence identified here. Whereas merely using a categorically salient rising
contour is sufficient for indexing social meanings, doing other kinds of so-
ci. work with falling variants requires phonetic creativity. I hope at as the
body of work on the social meaning of intonational variation grows, the in-
terest in phonetic creativity and its social meaning will grow as well.
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