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Introductinn.

3enton gained his first experience in politics
while he was 2 resident of Tennessee, In tnat stzte, he
becsme prominent as s lswyer, and served one term in the
State Senste.l His esrly friendenip with J-ckson,? though
iaterrupted for several yesrs by their noted affray,3 was so
important in relation to his lster political career that it
should te mentioned in this connection. During the ar of
1812, Zenton was s colonel of 3 regiment under the counand of

4
Jackson.

This study, however, is concerned ~nly with Zenton's

cereer in ifissouri, therefore, mention is mede of the incidents
connected with nis life in Tennessee, enly to show that when

he came to St. Louis, he was not altogether inexperienced in
Public life, and as a politician with experience he could

8con forge to the front in “issouri. Zenton left Tennessee
largely vecause of his unpopularity after his affray with
Jeckson.D The reason he decided to locate in St. Lou156 was
because of the opportunities for advancement that were offered

8 Young lawyer and politician in a frontier comaunity like

“issouri ot that time. Iliss~uri then offcred rich opportunities

to lawyers because of the litigation growiang out of the confus-

r

ion in'1and titles./ Senton was said to have been successful

i;fBenton, I. H. Thirty Yeare View, Autobiss. 3. iereafter
erred to as "View". 2. ideigs, Life of Thomas Yart Renton,

? ‘;2- 3. Ib1d.73-79. 4. View I, Autociog.3. 5. Leigs,79.
., Melgs, p. 72, fixes the date of his arrival as 1815.
S1oeusxer, F. C. Missnuri'e 8truggcle for Stetehood. 156.



irn defending the ceses of those who were holders of the
Spenish lend grants, and leter, when he was & csndidzte for
election to the United Stetes Senate, one argument advanced
by his friends in suprort of rLis candidacy was thest his record
had proved that he would be more liberal to the honlders of
the Trench and Spanish grents thezn his oprenent wesld be.8
It wes during his esrly yesrs in St. Louls when the # -/
duel with Chsrles Lucas occurred,9 and although the details of
thetl effeir belong to the biography of Leanton and not to =a
discuesicn of his politicsl csreer, hewc;Qr. it should be men-
tioiied here beceuse of the reletion that it bears to his later
csreer. Tor some of the mest violent oppesitien that 3Benton
met with in his firet election to the Senate and even in 1826,
ceme from the elder Lucss and his greup of politicisns.lo
In local politics, RBenton joined the group thzt
gurrounded Clark, the territorisl governor of Zissouri.ll and
the influenze of this group of politici-ne was a powerful sid
to him in his efforts to rise.
At the time Benton ceme to St. Louis, lKissouri ias
@ territory of the highest grsde, a2nd was resdy for sdmissicn
into the Union. In the "St. Louis Enquirer", of which he
Woec editor, he forcibly urged her claime to statehood.12 Wissouri
Wee scon to teke her plece in the.sisterhood of states, and
EZenton, the srdent chamsion of her rights, was destined to be
8. See below, p.12.
9. MSS. Rapers relsting to Renton-Lucas Duel. Iissouri Histor-

lcel Bociety. 10. See below, p. 37. 11, Viles, J., A History
of Missouri, p. 87. 12. View I, Autobiog. 5.



her csen=tor for thirty years.

The purpose of this study is to consider the part

that wzs taken by Benton in the politicsl affsesirs of liissouri
during the e=rlier yezrs of hie egervice in the Cenate, to
determine whet were the influences and fsctors that tended to
bring him into power, and to account for the prominent position

thet he held in steste politics for so uwany yesrs.



CHAPTER I.
BENTON'S FIRSI ELECTIOY TO THE SEIATE.

The real beginning of Benton's political career
dates froa the applicatinn of iissouri for admission into
the Union. It was on the eve of this struggle for admis-
sion wiken he came t» St. Louis. As editor of tae"Inquirer",
he soon found his opportunity to rise in iissouri politics
by taking an sctive part in the agitation for admission.l

Petitions graying for admnission were preseated
in Congress in the early part of 1818,2 and in the fall of
the sane year, a memnrial to Congress asking for admission
was adcpted by the Territorial Legislature of Zissouri.3
A bill tn gdmit “issouri into the Union was introduced dur-
ing the session of 1818-1219, and the debate over the
Tallmadge amendnent excluding slavery was followed by a
vigorous discussion of the whole question in liissouri.

The two St. Louis newspapers, the "Enquirer® ,
edited by Benton, sad the "udissouri Gazette," edited by
Charless, took the lead in the discussion. Both papers agreed
in oppesing gongressional restriction on slavery in iiissouri;
but the editnr of the "Gazette" favored some kind of restric-

tive clause being incorporated in the proposed state consti-

tution,4 while Benton, on the other hand, came out boldly

%. View I, Autiobioz. Pket%gi 5.
' <€+ Anels of Cengress, 1, 591.
( J. Benten, T. H.‘Abrlagem%nt of Debates of Congress,VI, 381.
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in the "Eaquirer" as an anti-restrictionist, and opposed aay
legislative interference with slavery whatever.5

The proceedings of Congress also occasioned s number
of public meetings of protest in uissouri. At a meetinz of
€t. Louis city end couaty, held in St. Louis on lLiay 15,1219,
Senton wae tae princiral spesker, and in his speech in support
of the resolutions which were gfterwards adopted, he gave
expfession tn what was the general attitude of the people of
dissouri, - that the proposé&’élavery restriction infringed
upon the sovereignty of lUissouri, and that it was contrsry
to both the Tederal Constitutina and tne treaty of cession.6
Rentna made no defense of slavery as a system; he s=zid that if
the restriction went forward to the time when tae abolition
of slavery throughout the Republic should be the order of
the day, then, "it might be that the people of Wissouri would
g0 voluntarily as far as any otiaer portioan of the Union."7
3ut what he opposed was the singling out of uMissouri by
Congrees, directing the hostile attack against her alone, and
traapling under foot what ne considered to be her own con-
stitutional rights to deal with matters of purely loczal concern
witheut any congressional interference. Benton's attitude
in the "Enquirer" was always one of egpposition tn congress-
ional restrictinon oh slavery in !issouri, and when the
election of delegates tn» the constitutional convention took
9+ Faquirer, Mar. 31, 1819; choemaker, 103.

+ Mo. Gazette, iay 19, 1%19.
7. Enquirer, ¥Yay 19, 1319.



Place, his paper favored anti-resirictionist candidates.g
lhere csn be ne question that his firm and uncoaproaising
stand as an anti-restrictionist gre:ztly strengtnened him with
the more powerful political element in llissouri.

After the passage of the first Missouri Compromise,
thie pecple of tne Territory seem tn hnave had no apprehension
that there would be any further difficulty, thinkiaz that
as soon as they would draw up a constitutinn and present it
for approvel, it would be accepted as a matter of course.9
Co they preceeded itn arrange for the constitutional conven-
tion, according to the provisioas ¢€ the Enabling Act.

The election of delegates to the constitutional
conveation involved a struggle between t1e restrictionists
and the anti-restrictinanists in which the latter proved tn

.
be by far tne more powerful element.*o

As was stated before,
Eeaton favored tae anti-restrictionists candidates in the
"Enquirer", while Charless in tae "iissouri Gazette" upheld
the views of the restrictionists. Since the question of

Congressinnal restriction was now settled, the anti-slavery

element could give freer expression to their views, so a
Public meeting of reetrictionists or those who favored some
Bort of legisletive restriction on slzvery was held at St.

1 Joseph Charless was chairman,

Louis.an April 10, 1820.%
and the resolutions adopted, tnough opposing any interference

with slaves then in the Territory, favored iimiting the further
3. Shoemgker, 122. 11. 0. Gaz., Apr.12,1820.

9. Ivid.114.
10. Tvid. 115.



importation of slaves into Iiasouri.l2

The most bitter fight for delegates wss in St.
Louis. Benton belonged to the largest and most influential
group of anti-restrictionists.13 His name was not listed with
the other candidates in the newspapers, but it must have
been understoond thaat he was a candidste, as he was one of
the group of anti-restrictionists who resolved tn control the
election of delegates from St. Louis Count;/.l4 As only eight
delegates were to be selected, the thirteen men agreed to
select eight of their nunber as the regular running candidates,
and the other five were to resign so that they might present
a united front against their opponents, the anti-restrictionist
candidates.ls Accerdingly, each one of the thirteen appointed
a deputy, and these deputies met in secret session in St.
Louis on April 10, 1820, and chose by ballot seven candidates,
88 follows: Dsvid Barton, ZTdward 3ates, “ilson P. Hunt,
Alexander iicNair, Bernard Pratte, William Rector, and John
Ce Sullivan. For tae renaining candidate, a tie between
Benton and Chouteau finally resulted in tae choice of the
latter. 7The eight delegatec thus selected constituted tne
regular anti-restrictionist slate of St. Louis and taey
Were supported by Benton's paper.16 The restrictioniste also
met and made out thelr slate. At the head of their ticket
was John B. C. Lucas, father of Charles Lucas, whom 3enton

N8d killed in a duel, and this added to the bitteraess of the

12. 0. Gaz. Apr. 12, 1820. 15. uc. Gaz. Apr. 26,1820.
ﬁ- Shoeaaker, 121. 15. 1bid. apr. 19, 26, 1320.

Mo. Gaz. Apr.12,19, 26,1320.
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newsgaper quarrel betweea the "Eanquirer" and tne "Gazette."17
The contest for delegates wzs indeed a one-sided
affair, snd when the forty-one delegates to the Constitutional
Convention met in St. Louis in June, 1320, there was only one
delegste on the side of restrictinn.l8
The constitutinon as drzwn up by the Convention was
very conservetive in tone, and reflected the views of the older
inhobitants rather than of the frecatier comuunities. The clauses
relating to slavery are particulsrly interesting. The legzislature
wes pronibited from passing laws for the emancijpation of slaves
without the consent of their owners, or without compensstion,
and was also forbidden to pass laws preventing settlers from
briaging their slaves with them. Another clause made it the
duty of the lecislature to pase laws necessary to preveat
free negroes and mulattoes from coaing into and settling in
the state.19
In the convention there wos little or n~ opgosition
to the provisions concerning slavery. The "Enguirer" remarked
that "There wss no discussion on the principle, end only an
hour spent in arran-ing soae details and the phraseology of L

2
the article.'o

The @onstitution was sdopted on July 19, 1820, and

21
on that day lLissouri becsme e "de facto" State.

17. Yo. Gaz. Apr. 12,1820. 18. View I, Autobiog. 5. The Enquirer
Yey 10, 1820, said "We underts=ke to say that there is not a
8ingle confesced restrictinonist elected throughout the territory,
nor a discuised one whon will venture to confess himself in the
convention.  19. iueo. Coanst. 1°20. 'rt. III, Sec. 26.

20. maquirer, June 28, 1320. 21. Shoemzker, 254.



The people then proceeded to the organization of
the machinery of government and the election of state officers.
The first stote election was not a contest betweea rival
political parties; it was a contest in which the influence and
personality of the caadidstes counted very largely.

The leading caadidstes for goveraor were Williaam
Clark, the territorisl governor of iiissoari and Alexaader
dclezir. UcNair was supported by the "Gazette" and its
following, while Clark had tae support of the most prominent
of the lawyers and politicians of St. Louis, and ne hed
been the choice of the leaders of tne Convention.22 A
caucus cf the St. Louis lawyers and politicians met and drew
up a slate with Clark as a candidate for governor, Benton
and Jones as candidates for the United States Senate and
Barton and Cook for judges of tae Supreae Court.23 The
influence of the St. Louis lawyers junto is shown by the fact
that every one of tne caucus candidates except Clark was

elected or appointed to an importaat State off‘ice.24

Although
the first sl ate was afterwsrds changed and scae of the names
dropped, Benton and Clark remained before the public as
prominent candidates and they were made the center of attack
by Charless.25 Benton especially was violently .ttacked in
the "Gazette". The following will serve to show the extreme
Violence of the editor of the "Gazette"; he described Benton

@8 a "man crimsoned with the blood of one of our most promising

22. Shoemaker, 258.

23. No. Gaz. June 28,1820.
24. chremaker, 259.

25+ Y¥o. Gaz. Aug.9,1820.
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young citizens under circumstances of cold and deliberate
calculatinn, whose only fault was to be in the way of his
ambitinus designs, whose character and reputation was
spotless, and operated as a reprecach tn that of this ferocious
eneny. Ve say that such a bloecd-thirsty man is much worse

26

than 2 pantner."

The greatest interest in the election centred in
the election of goveraor. There being 9132 votes czst.
Of these, licNair received 6574, and Clerk 2556. There were
3050 votes cast for lieM;enant governor, and Scott, lL.issouri's
territorial delegate in Congress was elected her first repre-
sentative without opposition, and received only 5380 votes.27
There w=s a very large numnber of candidates for the
State Lesislature, and generally speaking the delegates to

the convention were looked upon with disfavor as candidates

for the first General Assembly, the principle of "rotation in

office"” being made to ap:ly in this cese. Besides, tne delegates

were unpspulsr because of the high salary clauses which they

had put into the constitution, and many were in disfavor

28
because they had been connected with a caucus. There seems

to have been some effort made to ascertain the views of the

csndidstes in regard to tne election of United States Senators,

~

2
although this was not generally true.“’

The members elected to the first General Assembly

26. Mo. Gazette, July 12, 1320.

27- Ulesouri Intelligencer;.Sept. 30, 1830.
28. [oid. AR« 1<, 1520, Article signed "an elector".

29. Misseuri Republicen, June 22, 1826.
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Tet at St. Louis, Sept. 13, 1520.30 The election of United
States Senators was one of thne first matters considered by
that body. On the third dsy of tne session, a3 resnlution
was introduced cslling for the election of Seaators on Septen-
ter 25, If this resolution had rassed, it is possible thnat
tenton could not have been elected, as it would not have
given time for his forces tn organize. 3Zut the time finally
agreed upon by the two houses was Octnber 2 at 3 p. m-32

All accounts of the election indiczte that there
Was considerable opposition to Benton in the Legislature,
but just what wss the nature of thsat oppcsition is not very
Clear from the sources. The fact that Lucas, the fataer of
the young man Benton had killed in 3 duel, was one of his
pPrincipal opponents would indicate that wmuch of the opposi-
tion was of the nature of that which has been mentioned sas
being characteristic of tne "Gazettie" editorials. Xentoa's
Vinolent temper and overbeariag manner33no doubt prejudiced
nany egainst him, and this may account for some of the opposi-
tion.

The account of the election as given by Darby and
Switzler is no doubt true ss to most of the details, but it
is gerinusly in error in some of the particulars givea, if
the legislative journals can be relied on as giving the facts
Of the case. Barton was not, as Darby states,> ' elected

Without opposition; neither is it true, judging by the

30. fhoemsker, 2790. 32.Senate Jogrnal, 23.
1. cept.30,1820. 33. ‘ieigs,115. )
Enauirer, Sep §4. Darby, Personal Recollecticns, 29.
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legislative journals, that the election which finslly
resulted in the choice of Benton s Barton's collezgue wes
continued througheut several days.35 However all eccounts
agree that Bsrton wes assured of at lesst a safe majority,
and thet hie influence had much veight in the selection of
his colleegu;% John B. C. Luces, Henry Flliott, John Jones,
end Netheniel Cork were the opponents of Benton. Lucas wsas
hie principel rivel, znd in hise case, perscnal enumity was
sdded to politicsl hostility.36

After zbcut twenty-five votes were sssured for
Benton, every pressure wss brought to bear by his friends
upon these of the members whom it wes rossible to influence
in any way. The pressure w:e brought to besr strongest upon
Leduc, who hsad vreviously sworn nnt to support Benton, but
he was finally won over by being convinced thst Senton wes
more friendly to the holders of “rench snd Spanish 1and
Cleims then wes Luces - that such had been Zenton's record
g2 a lgwyer, and thet Lucse, as & memter of the Doard of
Comuiseioners for adjueting titles under these grants had
been inimical to the lend claimants37 Even after l.educ's
Vote was assured, it was found that to make the necessary
majority, another vete was needed; 8o Daniel Ralle wss brought

do¥n from the sick room to cast the vote which wes to make

Benton g senator.38

35. switzler, William, Mistory of Yisscuri, 1541-1877, p.213,
88Yy8, talloting continued through several days without success."
20 Ne. Intel. Nov. 4, 1820.

2f+ Darby, John F., Personal Recollecticne, 301.

3¢, 1vid. 32 . |



The eledtion was held on lionday, Octobver 2, at
3 p. m.,according to previous arrengeanent, and thne voting
was viva voce. TFach meaber voted for two candidates, and the
two highest were to be elected provided each of tne two had
the majority as required by the law. After the vote was
taken, the result stood as follows: Devid 3arton, 34; Thomas
H. Bentnn, 27; John 3. C. Lucss 16; Yenry Elliott, 10; John
R« Jones, 9; Nathaniel Cook, 8. After all the votes were
thus taken and cowunted, it was fouad that David Bartoan and
Thomas ¥. Benton were duly elected.?

Of the twenty-seven votes received by Benton,
twenty-two were froa tne group of members who voted for
Barton alsoe. The five menbers renaining who voted for 3enton
YUt not for Barton distributed their votes as follows: for
Lucas, 2; for Cook, 1; for Flliott, 1, for Jones, 1. The
following counties were represented by these meanbers: St.
Charles, Howard, Cape Girardeau, Pike, and St. Genevieve.

The votes of the 12 members who supported Barton,
YUt not Benton were distributed as follows: for Cook,7; for
Lucss 2; for Jones, 2; for Flliott, 1. 4 of the 12 members
Vere from the county of St. Louis; 3 from Noward county,

3 froa Cooper county, and one from each of the counties of
Jeffereon. St. Charles, and St. Genevieve. All but six of

Benton's votes come from St. Louls and Cooper Counties and

39. ¢

25 S¢nate Journal,28.
* Senate Journal, 28.
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the counties narth of the “issnuri river; likewise all but
six of Tarton's votes czne froan thnse sectioas. The six
Votes received by Zenton outside of tiis sedtinn wer- from
the craaties ot Trsnklia, Vew Yz2drid, St. Zenevieve, gad

Cepe Girzrdeau. The six votes received by Barton not freoa
tie sectinag neatinned were from tne co.iaties of Tew 'adrid,

St. Genevieve, <Trznklin, a1d Teffers~n. All but three of the

Vetes {or Lucss caane frna gouth »f the river, and 31l the votes

for 211intt were frna s~ut1 of the river. Jones received one

\

Vote frpg cy, Louis chruaty and na1e frouw Ct. Chaarles couaty, the
resl of nis votes Yeing dArswn froa s-uth of the river. Cook
feceived nis votes frnn the counties of Cocper and St. Louis,
and from the crunties north of the river. 7Thus an anslysis of
the vote shows that it wae largely sectinaal, ond taat St.

Th: 3
Loule crunty snd the 2orne's Lick cnunties were ia coatronl

of the Lecielature 41 .

PSR~

This was the greatest fight for the TUnited States
Senatorship that Benton ever experienced until his final

defeat in 1850. It is true thal 1e met with opposition in

Subsequent electinas, but never were his chances of success

80 questinnable and the margin by which he was elected so
€lose as in the first electina. There were fifty-two meaders

¢f the state legislature, and he received oanly twenty-sevea

vot ,
°“®s, the tars majority for an election.

Zentons election in 1320 raised hia froa the ranks

°f layyer and newspasper editor to that of United States

Senator, is success was due in part, no dnrubt, to his

Tecord as o lawyer in desliang with land claims dut the real

41. Shoexnaker, p.363-9, gives a list of tne members of the

Tiret Ceneral Assenbly.
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Teason for his success was the bold and uncompromisiag
8tand ne had tsken against restricticn of slavery.

When Crngress met in Decenter, Zenton, Barton and
Scott were rresent, but as the aduiscsion of Missouri was
delzyed on account of the otjecticnable clause in the State
Constitution tarring free negroes, they did not tske their
42

féate during the eession of 1820-1821 lhey did, however,

receive Pey es reguler members?3 Scott would hesve Teen sllowed
his gezt ¢ . delecste, but he considered that as Liissouri
Ves ne longer g territery, but a Stzte, it was benesth his
dignity @s her first representative to sit in Congress ss &

territorial delegate-44

The delay in Congrese end the quibtling over the
free Negro clsause of the state coustitution seer to have
Ereatly irrituted tenton. In a letter to the"Intelligencer"
dated November 22, 1820, tenton wrote, "They make a pretext
°f thet part of our State constitution which provides for
keeping oyt free negroee gnd mulsttoes when slmost every
State in the Union, even the free states themselves have the
Seme Provisions, as will be fully ehown in the course of the
devates here. 42 His attitude is chown further in a letter
deteq Decexter 19, 1820. After spesking of the delsy in the

Passage of the resclution for the admission of lLissouri, he

Beys, "All the friends of lLissouri here consider her to be a
2§- ¥o. Intel., Dec. 17,1820; Jan. 1, 1621
43 Slat. at Large 111, 628.

thoemaker,290. Pxtract from letter of Scott dated Dec.3l,
1820. Prom lﬁquirer. Jan.27,1821. 45. No. Intel. Jen.l1,1821.
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State in point of fact and in poiat of right, and expect her
to g0 oa calmly and firuly with tie operation of her govern-
ment, preserving all the poiats of relationship with the govera-
aent of the United States whichn her; anomalous position will
aduit of. .46
The delay in Congress was brougnt to an end by the
Passage of the Second iissouri Compromise of which Clazy was
the author, and after President Monroe's proclamation on
Adgust 192, 1821, the admissicn of iissourl was complete.
Benton tonk the oat27of office and wss admitted

t0 his gsect on Necember 6, 1821. He and 3arton drew lots to

determine who was to have the longer term. Benton was success-

ful, drawing the longer term which was to expire on larch 3,
182748 |

jg- Vo. Intel. June 29, 1321.
. {\1{;;1313 of Congress, 17th Cong. lst. Sess. 21f.

)
(3



CHAPTER II.

BENTCL'S, RISE TO POVER

Ihe elevation of 3enton to the rank of United
States Senator did not at once complete the establishment
°f his influence. Considering the opposition to 1in in
his fiprst election, it is evideant that soane change in pop-
4lar sentiment would have to be effescted if he was to hold
that positinng of dignity and honor for thirty years. A
8reful study of Lentoan's public life during his first term
88 Senatop will show tiat while his record in the Senate
"98 8uch as would appeal to all westerm people, the popularity
"iich ne thys gained was not alone sufficient to account for
the Prominent position which he held in Xissouri politics for
80 many years. That positiocn was largely made possible to
m vy ny, early alignaent with the party that was destined
*® Ye dominsnt in tne State and in tue Yatiem.

Benton'e earliest official acte proved him to be
81 ardent Champion of Testern interests. The leading measures
that ne advocated were in favor of the people of a frontier
State 1ike Missouri. The fur trade wzs an industry in which
flany Prominent iUissourians were engaged, and he showed his
loyalty Y0 thex by urging legislation in their favor. He
led ty,e fight egainst the iniquitous Indian factory systen
*hat finally resulted in its overtnrow in 1822.1 The Santa
¢ trage was another western and iiissouri interest chaapioned

b-
J him i, the Senate. This trade was growing in importance with

1.

c
hittenden. Atericen Fur Trede,of the.Far West, I, 15.



the people of Zissouri, and some protectinn wes needed to
insure the success of the enterprise. 2enton pointed out
In the Senate the great edvantages which the trade offered
L0 the people of his State aad arged measures for its protec-
tion2 e also urged measures for the protection of the set-
tlers from tne Indians snd for the relief of the settlers on
the puvlic land? He early began the fight for the repeal of
the tarife on sslt and tae salt tax becanre s9 closely connec-
ted wity Benton's naue that to meatinn one was to call to aind
the other.¢

At tne time he entered the United States Senate,
that body heii as nobvle an array of talent as ever graced the
n8tlon's councils, and yet the position occupied by Benton in
the Senste Wie by no means unimportant. Turing the first
€8sion that e gerved, he was a member of the comnittees
°n publie land, Indian affairs, enzrossed bills, and was
8PPointed for time to fill a vac-acy in the comanittee on
military affairs.”

One circumstance connected with the session of
1823-2824 was 80 iuportant in its relation to 3Benton's rise
*© Dower tngt it should not be overlooked in this connection.
™is wae the renewal of his friendship with Jackson. Jackson
8t the beginning of that sessioa entered tne Senate as a

“enator from Tennessee, and was already plunged into tae

§. ?%i Tntel. Jen.25,1325. Letter froa Beaton dated Dec.13,1324.
* d. ’
;. feigs, 156. -

* "lnegls ot Cong. 1/th Coag. lst. Tess. <9



midst of a great campaign, which, although it was not to
result immediately in his electinn to the Presidency, was to
bri“&?%%rward as the leader in a great democratic movement
that wag to sweep over the country; and this campaign, which
8tands at the beginaing of that movement, was destined to
Bake and unnake political cameers. UThile 3eaton's close
Political connection with Jackson does not date as far back
88 1323, the circumstsnce connected with that year was of
€reat 1mportance, as it was fortunate that old grievances
coull ve forgotten and that the two could again be on terms
°f friendsnip.

In the presidential election of 1824, there were
20 riva) Politicsl parties with well defined political issues.
1t was a8 campaign in which the personality of the four
leading candidates, Clay, Adams, Jackson, and Crawford couated
for more than any prianciples that they were supposed to repre-
seat. Unquestionably, the choice of the people of iissouri
vas Henry Clay. The .issourians looked upon the Kentucky
Statesman g4 4 westerner who would be favorable to the inter-
®8t8 of the western people. His services in helping to secure
the 8dmission of uissouri into the Union also added to his
POPularity in tne State. The fact that many of the iissouri
®¢ttlers Came from Kentuckfsaccounts for some of the loyalty

58 Clay. Besides, Clay's program of tne A merican Systea

6. Vilesi 540
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Was lonked upon favorably by the people of iiissouri in 1824.
Fspecially did it appeal to the people of St. Louis and the
Boene's Lick Country, two of the oldest and a~st populous
sections ¢f the State. As esrly as 1322, Clay had been noamin-
ated for Presiient by the Legislature of “issouri.’

It was foreseea early that tnere would probably
be no choice made by the electoral college, and that the
election of the President would devolve upon the ¥Youse of
Representatives; nence, consideruable interest centered in
the choice of the congressman who was to cest the vote of
Missouri in the House. Scott was a czndidate for re-election
and was pledged to support Clay? Strother, his leadiag
Opponent, had made a similar pledge.9 Indeed it is likely
that no candidate for Congress could have been elected without
haVing thus obligated himself to the penple of Missouri. 3But
there seems to have been no effort made to require of the
Candidates a st-tement as to their second chcice for President.

It 18 sald that Bentoa at first favored Crawford for
the presidency. Some indication that he firet supported
Crawtord is given by Ai;ma?‘o In his"Memoirs", Adamns speaks
g- Mo. Intel. Nov. 26,1822.

+ Letter to Bentnn, .ol Advocate. Jan.l4,1326.

J. Mo. Intel. July 3.1824.
0. emoirs V, p.483 f. Under date of January 6, 1822,

he wrote "He (D.P.Cook) said he would offer anotiner resolution
for information, the return of which would show the loss of
large suns of money to the public by deposits of it in banks
Nown to be insolvent, with stipulations that they should have
he benefit of it for six months. This made all the directors
Of all these broken banks in the westera country ardeant elect-
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of electioneering that was done tor Crawford early in 1822
by directors of some of the insolvent banks in the Vest, and
in the same connection, he mentions the LWissouri Senator who
¥as a director of the 35snk of St. Louis whea it becszne insol-
vent. 3Sut later in the camnpaign, after public sentiuent in
aissouri became clear, Senton became the advocate of Eenry
Clay for President and supported him warmly until the time for
the Novenber election.l! It was siaid that 3entoa at first did
ective electioneering agaiast Jackson. It was later charged
8gainst the lissouri Senator thet 1e said in a public speech
in iiesouri that if Jackson were elected, members of Congress
¥ould have to legislate "armed with pistols and dirks" for
defense, and that he continued so to represent Jackson until
on the eve of tne electinan ia the House.12

In the YNovember election, the people of lLissouri
8howed their loyalty to the author of the Second iIissouri
Compromise. The following abstract of the popular vote of

the State in the election will aid in an understanding of how

1°neer1ng partisans of Crawford. It was done particularly
for the Bank of St. Louis, in Missouri, negotiated here by
Benton, the Senator, who, when the bank broke, published
N the newspapers that he had had no sgency in the direction
Of their afrfairs, because he had been abseat all the time at
a@shington.
l. Xo. Rep. Jul. lg, 1831. The editor states that Benton first
SUpported Clay in 1822.
12. uo. Rep. Sept. 25,1832. Benton denied having ever made
8uch g statement. TFxtracts from the speech purported to have
een delivered later appeared on placards which were used for
POlitical purposes against him. Several years later when
@y made some remarks in the Senate relaing to the speech, a
Serious quarrel followed which almost ternimated in a duel
¢tween the two men.



8trong the loyalty must hzve been, and will also indicate to

8 certein extent who was the second choice of the people.

Electoral District Counties Clay Jackson Adaus
Clay 74 39
Ray 13 35
Chariton 57 109
Howard 337 92
First: 3o9one 257 94
Cole 20 11
Saline 10 21
Callaway 109 "2
Cooper 135 53
Lillard 33 94
Totals 1111 610
S ———
Palls 75 62 1
Pike 81 32 12
o . St.Louis 239 5 100
mecond: St. Charles gl a4 40
.ontgomery 62 6 2
Lincoln 33 6 4
Totals 604 239 159
\
Jefferson 2 22 17
St. Genevieve 50 10 1l
St. Francois 22 35
Third: “'ashington 107 44 2
Tayne 1l 14
Cape Girardeau 102 180 11
Vew iladrid 10 1 1
Scntt 12 11
Totals
S~— 327 317 32
Grand Totals 2042 1156 191
\

These figures are based on official returns as given

ins
énate Journal, 3#d. General Asseqpbly,, K p.43.
SRengL o1, TEaeIate02eR20aY 1R tHe 3ra. pistrict

“ere for r. J. Dawson,possibly an Adams elector.

Adams' strenzth in St. Louis may be accounted for
e Part by the fact that it was an older and more conservative
°°t10n of the State and many of the people in that county had
We¢ from the eastern states.

in
e
¢



A cursory exsmination of tne electoral returns
Beens to indicate that Jacksona was clearly licssouri's second
Choice, and that Adems had no followiig worth coasidering
In the State. Yowever, nhad the contest in the ‘oveaber
electinn beea betwveen Jacks~n and ’dams nnly there is an
ungettled question as to how the 2,042 votes :that were cast
for Clay would have been distributed, althouzh it is not
likely thet Adams would have ~ttracted :muach of a Tollowing
in 8 vesgtern frontier stlete like Lissourl. 7or another reszson,
8leo, the returns from the nvember electinn casnnot be taken
88 & very definite gauge cof the popularity of the respective
Candidstes. The small vote polled may be considered to a
Certein extent se an indication of th:e lack of interest in
the election}3

Oa Decenter 1, the three pr<eidertizl electors,
10d4, 1ieick end Logen met at St. Cherles end gave their
decisicn unanimously for Henry Clay ses president asnd Aandrew
Jeckgon as vice president}4

On the officiegl count in Congress it wes found that
0 cendidete had a msjority, and the election of president
dev°1Ved upon the Fouse of Fepresentstives. As the vote in
the House would ve given by states, the vote c¢f the one repre-

Sentetive frox “issourt would count for as much aes the votes

13.

Yoy Including ell scettering votes, only 343C were polled in
e

ca.SMter. In the August election there had been 10,796 votes
88t for Covernor, and 10,684 for representstive in Congress.
¢ Intel. Sep.14,1826.

* Mo. Intel. Dec. 11, 1824.



0f the thirty-four representetives from llew York or of the
twenty-eix from Pennsylvenie. Fence, much interest was manifested
in scott'e course, toth by membters cf Congress snd %y the peorke
€enerelly. JIn the Yissouri Cenate, & resolutior was subaitted on
Deceater 15t%,1324, requestingScott "in conformity to the
eéxpresgion of the aforesaid‘people (of Kissousd) at the late
Presidentisl election, helden on the first londay of NMoven-
ber.l824. to vote for Andrew Jeckson of Tennessee for Presi-
dent of the United Statee if the favorite of ifisecuri, Henry
Clay, srould not get into the House of Representstives of
the Congress of the United States with the constitutional
Mejority for the office aforeseid.” This resclution, how-
ever, feiled to pass by the close margin of seven to nine.ls

On Jsnuery 11, 18.9,a resolution requesting
8cott to vote for Wm. H. Crawford for president was unanimou sly
reJected}énnd when on the same day the resolution requesting
Seott 1o vote "or Tohn quincy Adsms for president wes subtmit ted
1t met a similer fate, bteing unamiously rejected bty fourteen
Nays,17

If, from the evidence that we have, we are justi-
Tled in ssying that Jackson wss Lissouri's second choice
for President, Scott wss reslly under moral if not legsl
®®ligstion to vete for him. In his pre-election pledge,

Be had gaid thet in giving his vote for an elector, he

13. Senate Journel, p. 114.

* Ieid.p.181.
17. Ivia.



veuld ve galded by individusl feelings corrected ty his
teet judreuent. EFut in caee ne wes called upon to cast
the vote of /issnurl in the louse of Representatives, he
would bvecome tiie orgen of the peorle end the expressed
will of the people would te his Euid€¥8 Scott seeme to
have been at first uncertsin ze to how he should vote. He
Vae in freguent communicstion with Fartoen regerding the
election. Cn January <6, 1825, he wrnte to Eartoan " The
&pproaching presidentisl electicn produces on my part wuch
emborrasement. Lissouri hsving lost her first choice, lLr.
Clay, I hsve no decieive indicatieons on which I can rely who
1e ner second chrice. Although as a Censtor from l’issouri
Yeu have not the vote to give, and might avoid sll responsibil-
ity stteclied to the vote, yet, as a citizen of that Ctate and
& collesgue in public duties, I hope you will feel willing
to give me your views on the sutject. I shall be glad of your
O°Finion for whom you think under all circumstences the vote of
our State ought to be given, and the reasons on which you
found thst opinion. T wish to gratify my constituents on this
&nd all other questicne, and to discharze my duties in such a
Y8y es shall result to the public gond."l9

Barton's snswer vw:zs clesr snd unmistskeble &s to
hig own views, and no doubt greatly influenced Scott in hLis
decipian. Cn January 23, he wrote to Scotti, that he would

18. Mn. Advocate, Jan. 14,1826.
19. lin. Intel. Oct.22,1825.



8ive his views with the cesndor in which ne understecod the
inquiry te te made, and vould be rezdy to "share the respon-
8itility" of their correspondence on the subject, should it
become necesssry. Zarton ssid he considered that an elector
Vee tound to vete for the man rreferred by the State or district
thet made him an elector, but "when the election develves

upon the House of Representatives, voting by ststes under the
guthority of the people of the United States it is manifest
that memters sre not bound by the preference of their respec-
tive states; for if they were, the result of the electoral
Votes could never be varied, and the constitutional provision
for sn election by the House weould be nugatory. In the one
Case, the vote ie given under & power delegated by a state;

}n the other, under a power delecested ty the Union; snd the
respect paid by a memter to the preference of his state must
Necessarily bte sutordinate to the paramouat duty he owes, in
the cece in quection to the wh~"e reople of the United States,
Under the Tederal constitution." Barton conesidered that the
Oonly criterion for Scott's decision wes thw will of the people
Of the United States and his own opinion as to the qualificstions
Of the respective candidstes. As to his own wishes in the
election, Barton said he preferred Adams,, giving as the main
Teasons for his choice that he believed him to te better
Qualified, that as a president coming from the orthern states
he would do more towards removing local prejudices sand animos-

ities then a president from the south or West could do; and he
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believed he would promote, at least as fsr as any other of the
Cendidates tne interests of the western states.l
Zenten is seid to heave canveesed for Crawford in
the House until some time in Jsnuary, when he came out openly
for Jeckson, and in conference with Scott urged upon the
Kiseourli Representative the support of Jackson.zo Eut on
Fetruary 5, Scott wrote to Benton that "notwithstending the
Correczondence we had on Thursday evening and on Fridsy from
Which you might justly conclude that I would not vcte for
¥r. pdams, I em now inclined to think differently, and
Unlese srme other change in my mind tskes place, I ehall
Vote for him. 1 take the esrliest opportunity to epprise you
Of this fact, that yru may not comuit yourself with friendis
on the eubject%l
Cn the following dzy, Zenton replied to Scott's
Note and eaid in part, "Sinister rumore, and some misgivings
ot my own had been preparing my nind for an extrsordinary
development; but it was not until I had three times tslked
Yith you face to face that I could believe in the reslity of
®n intention sc inconeistent with your previcus ccnverssticns,
80 repugnesnt to your printed pledges, so amazing to your
19. Ko. Intel. Cct. 28,1825.
20. n. Advocete, Jan.l4,1826. Scott in a letter to Zenton
dateq Fex.8th,18:5, seid in part:"As to your 'personsl wishes
N thie election' they were known to me to be in favor of
Ur, Crewford; btut ae his rrospects declined, and the necessity
Of choosing between Mr. Adsms and General Jeckson beceame more
8nd more spparent, yeu then for the first time, expresced a

Preference for the Genersl over Lr. Adems."
1. Mo. Intel. Agsr. 12,1825.
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constituents, so fztal to yourself. The vote which jyou iatead
thus to give is not your own. It beloags to the people of the
state of Wissouri. They are against Xr. Adams. I, in their
fNane do solwunly protest agalanst your intention arnd deny your
moral power thus to bestow your vote. - - - - Tomorrow %% the v
dey for your self-immolation. If you have an eneay, he may

€0 and feed i3 egyes upon the seene; your former frieand will
shire the afflicting spectacle.” 2

"hile Bentoa did not believe in the charge of
"corrupt bargain" against Adems and Clay, ne did believe
that Jacksnn was the people's choice, and had veen deprived
Of an office that was rightfully his; and he at once threw
in nis 1ot with Jackson and became the acknowledged leader of
the opposition ia Missouri.

It had been pointed out that juiging by the express-
ed will of the people in the November election there wss at
least some justice i1 the claim of Jackson to the vote of
Missouri in tne election in the House. At any rate, the sug-
Nificance of Scott's decision in relation to hig and Bgrton's
future political careers cannot be cver-emphasized. Bsrton
in agreeing to "share the responsibility" with Scott, placed
hingelf in a position to go down to defeat with the lissouri
Tepresentative, who, accordiag to Benton, had violated the
8acred trust bestowed upon him by the people of Lissouri.

The charge that Jackson had been cheated out of tne Presideacy

22. Uo. Intel. Apr. 12, 1825.



deew to "0Old Yickory"a large following even from smong those
who had previcusly been indifferent toward him. Al1 those
wvho had been supporters of Adaxns in the House were denounced
by Jackeon's followers se traitors to the peorle's cause.
Even as early as 1326, one could read the signs of the tiues in
the congressional election r~f that year. The strength cf the
opposition element 1in the State wss shown ty the cverwheluing
defeat of Scott%3 In a later chapter it will be shown how
Barton was ccmpelled to "share the responsibility" with Scott.
On the other hand, RBenton, in "hitching to the
Jackeon Star" becsme the acknowledzed head of the opposition
graup in the Stste, and was to become in a few yesrs virtually

the political Aictator.

Breach between Earton and Benton.

Come circumstances connected with the election of
1824 indiceted thrt the two iissouri senstors were no longer
on terme of friendship. Doublless the personality of the men
mede it impecesible for then to work together harmoniously. It
has been stated before that Benton wss of s domineering dispos-
1t1on°4 gnd the impression that one gets from & study of Bartm
le that he was not more amenable.

The breach in their friendship seems to have begun
with the Barton-Rectnr affair in 1823, the circumstances of
23. In the August electicn, he received nnly 4155 votes,while

Bates, his opponent, received 6635 votes and was elected.
Uo. Intel., Sept.21¢3€,1826. 24, See sbove p.1l
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wn.ch vere gs followe: Willism C. Rector had teen serving sas v
surveyor of the district including Arksnsas, Illinols, and
kissouri and wess a caandidste for re-appointment. Cerinus
charges ned been Yrought sgeinst him, aad Parton was the
lesder in the opposition to him in the Cenate, while RBenton
supported him.

In the "Iis-nuri Republican" of June 25, 1823,
there appeared an article signed "Thile" in which it wes
charged smnng other things that Recter as surveyor-genersl
let the best contrscts to his reletives, and that they would
sulllet the contracts for lees than what the government paid
Principal deputies. Immediately after the article appeared,
Thomaé Rector, & brother of the surveyor-general, inquired
Who wss the auirer of the anoaymoue article, =nd when told
that 1t ves Joehue Barton, a brother of David Zarton, a
Challenge focllowed, and in the duel Rarton was killeq’while
Rector escaped unhurt?s The Rector and Barton families had
leng been enemiee snd this afrair incressed the hostility.26
Benton, by supporting Rector, placed himself in the lisd of
Barton's enenies snd sfter 1823 the two senatOrs were n-t on
terms of friendship.

In his campeign for re-election to the 8enate in
1824. Earton met with Benton's opposition. Tales were circulsted
to the effect that Barton wss frequently intoxicated in the

29. M. Rep. July 2,1823.
26. Tbid. July 9, 1823
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Senate and he wae 2lso arraigned foar alleged irmmoral conduct
et Tashinrton%7 It was understcod that umany of the tales
were circulated ty his colleazue in the Senate;:8 Benton also
wWrote letters to Clark and Asnley claiming that 3arton hsd
epoken szzaincst sending troops up the river znd on the roll-
¢sll hed hypocriticaslly voted for the sare measure in order
to justify himself on the Journalsz.9 3arton pronounced these
Charcee falee.30 After Z2Rarton had made his statement denying
the cherge made by Benton to Clerk and Ashley, renton again
ineisted that Barton hed spoken one way =nd voted another:?l
It does not seen, however, that the opposition
to Barten had gre=t weight in the state legislature es hd g@s
Te-elected, receiving 30 votes uwore than all his oppnments.
It is lékely that 3arteon's coarse 1a advising
Scott to vete for Adems increcsel tie hostility between the
two seaators. In the following chapter it will be pointed ~ut
how 2grton oppynsed ZTeatoa in the Senate.
27. lo. Intel., Aug. 21, 1324. Art. siganed Darby 3Buckeye.
Ioid. Sept. 18, 1824, 1Tbid. Dec. 4, 1824.
28. Uo. Intel. Dec.4, 1824. Thie charge wss .1aie by 2artoa.
27. Tbid.
30. 1bid.

31. tvid. Dec.18, 1824.
32. Ivid. Dec. 4, 1824.



CHAPTER III.
THE GRADUATION 3ILL AND BENTAI'S RT-FLECTIOCN 10

THE SITATE.

By 1324, Benton had both fsund his place as a
lesder in the opposition to the Adams adainistration in
Congress and had become the recognized exponent of the
rights of the new "est as opposed to the dominance of the
East. The fur trade, the Santa ~e' trade, and the removal
of the Indians have been mentioned as interests of tne west-

ern people ably supported by him in the Senate.l

ihere can
Ye no doubt that Zentnn's general attitude of loyalty to his
Own gection greatly added to his popularity in iissouri.

But the one subject affecting the welfare of the
wWesterm people which Benton had most at heart was the relief
of the settlers on the public lands, and no discussion of
his position and influence in tne politics of the State
duriag his earlier career as a statesman would be complete
Yithout some consideratinn of that meaéure on which he spent
his best efforts in the Senate. The measure just referred to,
the Graduation Ei111, was intimately related to 3Senton's public
life during the whole of the period with which this study is
Concerned. How it was used by him for the advancement of his
Political interests and how it was largely responsible for his
Te-election to the Senate ian 1326 will now be explained.

%"nen 3Benton entered tne Senate'there was no provis-

1. cee above, p. 17-13.



ion either for pre-emption or for a homestead. Land was
80old to the nighest bilder and was too often the prey of
speculatnrs. Apparently, at any rate, the idea back of

the goveramnent's land policy was to use the land as a source
of revenue for the general government r=ther than to attract
settlers to the West.2 Bentnn believed all this should be
changed; that the governnent ought to adopt a more liberal
land policy and encouraze settlement rather than continue

to hold back tne public lands for revenue they might bdbriang
intn the treasury.3 These ideas were embodied in his Gradua-
tisn 3Bi1l1.

The original bill*provided that laads which had
previsusly been offered for sale, and remained unsold,should
be offered at private sale in parcels conforuable to sectional
divisinns and subdivisions at graduated prices, begianing
with a dollar an acre, and followed by an annual reduction
of twenty-five cents per acre. :lso, lands which should
thereafter be offered for sale at auction and reumained unsold
at the close of the sale should thea be offered at private
8ale, beginning with a dollar and twenty five ceats at tne
end of the first year, and with an annual reduction of
twenty five cents per acre. These specifications for gradua-

tion of price were combined with provisions for donations
to actual settlers and a cession of the refuse lands to tine

8tates in which the saie mignt lie. Although the details of

2, \ 04 ff. 4. Annals of Congress,
T oView L.z 3. View Lt 13th Cong.,lst Sess.

532-3.
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the bill were altered from tire to time during the years
it was before Congress, some provisions for graduation of
price, donstinns to actual gsettlers and cession of the refuse
lands to the states coatinued to constitute the outstanding
features of the bill.

The bill was first introluced inte Congress on
April 28.1824,5 but ae Renton knew there would be no chance
of pacssing it at that session, he did not press it forward
to a vote, wishing to have tize first to educate the public
to an understanding of the provisions of the bill. The
bill wee introduced acsin in the session of 1825-182& and
on Yey 16, 1826, he tock up the discuseion of it in the
Senate and made a lengthy speech on the subject of the
Public lends.6

Benton'e principsl srgunente in this speech were,
that lend remeining uneold at a fixed price waes not worth
thet price; that no arbitrary price could be set, and that
the minimum should vary according to the quality of the
land, thet quality to be determined by the length of ti.ie
the 1land remained unsold on the market. Ae freeholders are
the moet natursl support of a republic, the government, he
reagoned, should increasse the number of freeholders by turning
Over the land to the people st a reaesonatle price snd giving

to those who were unable to buy, enough land to make a living

Upon. He considered that it wes far more important that the

land should be peopled with thrifty gettlers, than that it be

5. Annals of Cong., 18th. Cong. 1lst. Sees.§82.
6. Debates in Cong.,19th.Cong.,lst. Sess.720-749.
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held tseck ty the government to eupply the treasury with
revenue. Yven at this time EBenton did not press the bill
to a vote, but the speech which ne delivered in the Cenate
he had printed and it wes distributed widely in the western
states, especinslly in Hissouri?

The newspapers thst were at all friendly to him
were used to laud both the bill end ite suthor. 1In St.
Louis, the 0l1d "Fnquirer" had now combined with the "iissouri
Advocate" and under the latter name was the leading Etenton
Politicel organ in the State. 1In the Zoone's Lick Country,
the"kissourli Intelligencer" was giving its columns over to
@ liberal discuseion of the Graduatien Rill, and in 1826 the
editcrial policy of the paper was decidedly favorable to it.

The "hiseouri Advocate" was loudest in the iraise
of Benton and everything that he stood for. The Gradustion
E{11 wes preieed in numerous editorials, and the author of
it wee pictured es the greatest snd most profound statesman
West of the Alleghenies.8 There were also several anonymous
erticles contributed to thst paper eulngizing Eenton. Just
how puch the editoriel policy was dictated by Benton is largely
@ matter of conjecture, but it is very possible that at least
sone of the articles in the "Advocaie" were from the Cenator's
own pen.

In the issue of the "Misscuri Intelligencer" for
August 31,1826, there sppesred a lengthy communication eigned

« ¥o. Rep. June 29,18256.

. Peginning with the iesue of Jan. 23th,1326, a number of
8uch articles eppesred in the kissouri Advocate.



"tonne's Lick" in which it wes clsixmed for Zeaton, among

AN

other things, thet he had clesred the =oil froi tne Indians
which infested it; thiat he had secured fsvorable Indian
treaties; that the roed to lLexice and protectiorn of the fur
trade vere due to him; and atove gll, he was praised ss the
author of the Craduation Ei11. The writer declered thnat,
"The bill to graduate the price of putlic land is an era
in the prosperity of the western country. The speech which
suprorts it throws sll the enemiee of the mezsure into the
background, overwhelms themn with facte and ergurents wnich
they cannot enswer, and drives them into the meanness of
personsl abuse. That speech is hailed throughout the western
country, and the measure which it recommends will be supported
ty every western member that regards the welfere of his country
or wighes of his constituents."9 There is some evidence
thet this zrticle was written by the one whom it wss designed
to praiee. The fact thst Benten himself was the author of
8imiler srticles appearing in the "liissouri Intelligencer®
Was later admitted ty the editor.lo

Benton velieved in newspaper publicity, and as

fer as he wss sble, he used the papers to further his politicsl

*

9. ¥o. Intel. Aug.31,1826. ‘

10, In the following iesue (Seyt.7.1826,, a correspondent
eigned "A Friend to :.odesty" inquired of the editor whether
Benton did or did not write the article signed "Boone's Lick!
The editor made an evasive snswer at that time. But later, in
the igsue of Oct. 25, 1834, Mr. Patten confeseed that "while
we were in the good graces of the Colonel, he was in the prac-
tice of sending ue similar articles for re-publication, cenm-
Plimentary to himself. e have a formidable bundle of Colonel
Benton's letters to us which contain secrets worth knowing."
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intereste in lLissouri. This was true to a greater or less
extent during all his putlic csareer.

"hile Lr. Patten, the editor of the "Lissouri
Intelligencer" was friendly to Benton st this time, his
paper did not show any strong btias. Space wzas given in its
columns for severel communications trnet criticised the
Gradustion 2il1l1 severely, and seemed quite antagnnistic to
its author. Cne writer spoke of Denton's speech on the till
as "the Esstern Senater's EFlectioneering Circuler”, and said
thet it wee"atout ss well calculated to prove that Andrew
Jeckson ought to have been elected President instesd of
Adsms, as ----;~»-- to show the utility of reducing the price
of putlic land eccording to his bill."11

The strongest opposition Zenten experienced froum
Newspaper sources was froam the "lissouri Fepublicen®". This
Paper wgs the old "iissouri Gazette" under 2 new name snd the
attitude of the editor toward Benton remained unchanged. In
its columne there appeared from time to time a number of
articles under such fictitious signatures as "A Faruer" and
"Curtius".12 It developed that tne author of the article
Under the caption of "A Farmer" was John B. C. Lucas, the
inveterate personal enemy of Eenton and his lesding opponent
in the first senatorial election.l3

Some of Benton's strongest opposition came from
11. in. Intel., August 24, 1826, Article signed "Think for
Vyselfr."

12, yo. Rep. June 22,
13. Ibid4. Nov,9, 18256.



hig colleegue in the Senate. fince the time of the 3arton-
Rector offair, the Treach between the two llissouri Cenator's
had teen growing wider sll the tiwe, and froa the very first,
Basrton opposed the Gresdustion £ill. After Benton's lengthy
speech in support of the bill, Zarton at once srose and
attacked it end its guther.l4 As it wes both late in the
day end late in the session when Barton arcse tc speak, he
did not asttexmpt at thet ti.e to srgue the questicn in detail,
but egid he wculd later show that "The ©ill tec grzduate the
price of public lends, or in other words, to destroy by
indirect means the sound and salutsry land system of the
United Stetee - - - - - i8 a compound of electioneering and
Epeculation."l5

In a letter dated June Sth, 13826, Barton stated
that the Graduation bill had been held btack until the close
of the session of Congress for the purpose of preventing
a reply, so that the speech in support of it might Dbe sent
out unanswered to electicneer for its author during the
surzer. "I admit," eaid hé, "that no msn has more need of
some grand pagesnt to divert public sttention from himself
then Xr. Benton, and he feancles ihat he hes found it in his
land hobby."16

The Graduation Bill wgs not the only point of
attsck of the enemies of Benton. There were objections raised
14, Debvates in Congrees, 19th Cong.,lst. Sess.749.

15. Ibid.753.
16. ¥o. Rep. July 13,1826.
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to his official conduct, and an attempt wss made at an
impeschment of his honesty. One contenticn of his opponents
wee that in the session of 1324-1825, he had charged for

17

zileage ¢1619.20 more then his conllesgue. Ye was also
essaliled on the ground that as one of the directors of the
Bank of Missouri, Lhe had had a part in defrauding the
government and the people out of s lerge sum of money that
had been deposited in the bank for ssfe keeping.18 Lost of
the charges made sgainst him were of a privste nsture and
had been long stsnding. On the vhole, they eseem to have
origineted with Lucas and others of Benton's privete snd pub-
lic enemies including Senstor Barton. =Renton never attempt-
ed to amewer sny of these charges, aes he always ssid that
it was 8 rule of conduct witn him never to reply to any
mis-representestion of his privste character.19

Besides trhese charges which were largely personal,
One more general otjection urged againet the electicn of
Benton wes that made by some of tne citizens of the Boone's
Lick District. A writer in the "Missouri Intelligencer"
Complained that the people of the centrel part of the State

20 It is true

"have grown tired of the Bt. Louis Dynasty."
that the city of St. Louis and the little county of St.
Genevieve had been furnishing all of Lissouri's representa-

tion in Congress, and this was no doubt a cause of some

17, No. Intel. Cct. 19,1826. 20. Ibid. June 16,1826.
18. Ivid. Aug.24,1826. Correspondent signed

19. Ivid. Sept. 16, 1825. "Howard" .
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grievance on the psrt of the settlers from north of the Z

N

Uissouri Piver.

The re-election of Benton was not, generally
spesking, mede an issue in the August election of 1826.
Vembers of the legisleture were not e s rule pledged to
vote for any certein candidate for Cenastor. There are,
however, indicstions that in a few cases the candidstes had
expresred an intention ss to whether they would or would
not support Benton. But whstever preferences they expressed
were not in the nature of public pledges, but were given
Privately and in most cases on the election ground.21 In
a few precincte & poll wes opened to ascertsin the will of
the people in regerd to the senatorisl election.<?

It seems that there was some opposition to Benton
in the Legislature at the firet of the session. The election
Was postponed until late in December and there was a rumor
that Fdward cates wes to be put in nominstion against him.23
On December 29, the two houses met in joint session and
Proceeded to the election of Senatorg4 Joseph C. Brown and
Villiem Claerk were Benton's opponents. When the vote was
teken, it was found that Benton was elected, the vete being:
for Benton, 40; for Brown, 195; for Clark, 1.25

An analyeis of the opposition to Benton in this
election shows that it came largely from St. Charles and
2l. Mo. Rep. Oct. 26, 1826. 24. Yo. Rep. Jan. 11,1827.

22. Mo. Intel. Aug. 17, 1826. 25. Ibbd.
23. Ibid. Dec. 28, 1826.



Lincoln counties, and from the counties in the ezetern
part of the State south of the lissouri River.26 His
greatest sirength was in the Boone's Lick Counties snd in
St. Louls County.27

The complete failure of the attempt to defeat
Benton for re-electiecn was due in part to lack of well
organized opposition; in part, alsoc, to the inability of his
opponents to find a strong rivael to put in nomination agzinst
him; vut the resl reason for the failure of the opposition
wvsg that the majority of the members of the legislature
knew if they voted according to the wishes of the people,
Benton was the only logicel candidate, hence they felt bound
to support him.28 The large msjority of votes received by
him in this election shows that he had made a grest gain in
strength with the people of the State since 1820. During his
first term in Congress he had represented the people atly
and well; he had proved that he was loyal to his own section
by his support of those measures which were of greztest
interest to the western settlers; he hed insisted that a
representative should be guided by the will of the majority
0f the people who made him a representative, and by taking a
26. The analysis of the vote in the chsetbased on incomplete
data, as no House Journal for this sessicn was available. The
above statexents are true for the vote in the Senate, and also
for the vote in the House so far as definite informaticen con-
Cerning the residence of the members could bte obtained. I was
Unable to locate the following members of the Zouse who voted
ageinst Benton: Allen, Raring, Cock, Postin, and Sittin.
27. Brown received one vote from St. Louis County and one

from Howard County.
28. Mo. Rep. Jan. 11, 1827.



a bold and uncompromising stand for this principle in
1825, he greatly strengthened himsel® with the great
masses of democratic voters in the State, It is such a
record as this that eccounts for his complete triumph in

the election of 1826.



CHAPTER 1IV.
EEGIXNINGS OF PARTIES AND ISSUES
BENTOL A DICTATIOR IN STATE PCLITICS.

Between 1825 snd 182, the supporters of Jackson
were gredually marshalled into line and formed into a grest
faction op,oeed to the Adams administration. All who were
induced to believe the cry of bargain and corruption and all
who believed Jeckson tne best representestive of western and
democratic interests united in opposition to Adams and Clay.
Frinciples do not seem to have counted for much in the earlier
days of the history of the Jackson party. Jackson's views
on the tariff and other questirns of the day were very indef-
inite end seem to have been given little consideration by
the voters. He had voted for the tariff of 1824, believing
thet {t would‘%ive @ home supply of articlees necessary in
time of wer and would produce revenue to pay the putlic
debt.l In fact, he could have been consistently supported by
believers in high tariff and no doubt many who joined the
oppoeiticn at first believed ite famous lezder to be in favor
of protection. .eithner were the views of Denton on the
Acericen System very positive et tnis time. HYe had likewise
Voted for the tariff of 1824, the measure being dreswn in
such a way that it could bte logically supported by any west-

ern congreesmen.© But by 182%, in the politics of the State,

a divieion on the tariff snd internal improvements wss becom=- .

ing more eand m-re a matter of newspaper eomment. In the issue

1. view I, 34. 2. Ibid.
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of July 13, the editor of the "lissouri Intelligencer" remsrked
that the contest wzs "decidedly a contest between the friends
of the Anericen System and ite enemies. 7The latter deny, and
t:.e former affirm the right of the general goveranwnent, under
the Constitution to prosecgfe that system."3 To iur. Pztten
the editor, who was leading advocate of the Americeh System
it may have seemed thst such wes the nature of the contest.
But, ae will be pointed out later, the diviesion in 1828 was
not in every case between the friends of the Americsn System
end its enemies.

Just how early the Jackson element in the State
wag definitely organized osnd united as 2 great party ecf
opposition to all Administration csndidstes is net very clear
from the scurces. There is no evidernice that it was respon-
sitle for the election of Governor lMiller in 1825. Yeither
did it figure in the congressional electicn of the following
Jeor; for while Scott, an 3dams supporter, wess defezted for
re-election, his succeesful opponent, Sates, was likewise
friendly to the Administresticn and had voted for Adams in
1824.4 But early in the cempeign of 1828, it ehowa:d that it
Wog under capeble leadership. Its main lesders in the State
Were Senstor Denton end Covemor liiller, the latter being the
cendidete of the Party for re-election as governcr.

In 1328, there were three candidates for Representa-
tive in Congress in the field, Edward Bates, Wm. Carr Lene

3. to. Intel. July 18, 1828. ‘
4. Mo. Rep. June g. 1é26, Address of Bates to the people.
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and Spencer Pettis. DPates wgs the csndidate of the Adminis-
tretion group.5 In a putlished statement, he avewed his
edherence to the policlies of the Administration. Xe said
that a careful study had "resulted in a thorough conviction
that it is a good policy and greatly for the interest of the
people teo efford adequate protection to all such articles
of domestic manufacture ss the country is cspestle of producing
in sufficient abundance and of quality equsl to similar arti-
Cles of foreign production." Regerding intesrnel impgrovements,
he grid he had never doubted the power of Congress to dispcse
of funds for such purposes, and he had voted in favor of the
appropriation for the Cumberland Road. FEowever, he szid he
Preferred seeing such worke in the hands of the states.6
While Eates' views on the tariff and internal
improvements were rsther definite, it cannot be said that
they were in marked contrast with the views of some Jackson
adherents. TFor Buckner, Ashley, and other Jackson candidates
later exprescsed views about ss favorable to the Americen
System as were those of Bates.7
The two opponents of Sates, Fettis and Lane, were
both Jecksen cendidstes. Pettis wes szid to have been an
ardent Crawford supporter in the election of 1824, but as
there were no Crewford electors in his district, he voted
the Clsy ticketﬁ It was charged that it was not until he
became possessed with the idea of being elected Representstive

9+ ¥o. Rep. ¥ay 13,1828. 7. Seep. 63. .
6. Tbid. July 22,1828. 8. Mc. Rep. July 29, 1823.



thst he, reelizing the strength of the Jackson party in the
State, decided to throw in his lot with the "0ld Hero".9
The vievs of Pettis were quite opposed te the Americen
System. In a statement of the princiyles to which he adhered
he sszid, "I 8a decidedly in fsvor of the improveuments of the
country by means of roads snd canals; but whether the generel
government has, by, the Constitution, the power of appropriating
Pudblic money to effect these objects and of prosecuting a
general system of internsl improvements through the several
stetes i8 a queetion involving much d&ifficulty, a great
veriety of opinions, snd much embarassment. I have tested
thie question by the genersl system of political princijples
which I have drawn from the Constitution, and I am free to
discloee that I believe no such power is conferred. 0

In a circular purporting to be that of a Jackson
Committee of general correspondence and signed by lLr. Birch
of the "Weetern lLionitor" snd J. r. Rylend, all Jackson voters
vere urged to reject Lane and support Fettis as the regular
candidste of the party. It maintsined that out of six
thousand voters supposed to be within that district Pettis
vould not lose one hundred if he would lose one Jackson
Vote; but that the sdherence of any of the psrty to Lane
under such circumstsnces would be the means of cresting a

division and of electing lr. Bates.ll

9' mo. Repo July 2;‘, 1828.n .
10. ¥o. Intel., July 18, 182:.
11. Ibid. Aug. let, 182%. This circuler wss dsted July 17,1828.
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Lane in & published statement came out decidedly
in fz'0r of Jackeen end was as logicsl an oprosition czndidste
as Pettis.l< <The editor of the issouri Intelligencer sug-
gected tnzt "is is certain that neither of these gentlemen
would have thought of offering themselves as caididates for
Congress had they not sug.posed tne popularity of General
Jackeon would hoist them into office."13

Cince the stre¢ngth of the paerty was divided between

14

the tvo if both reasined in the field it would have resulted
in certein defeest for the oppone«ition perty in the congressicnal
election. Coneequently it was z2creed tetween the two Jackscn
ceridid-tee in cencert with the party lezders of the stiate
thst the questicn should be submitted to Zenton as te waich
of the two sd the gregter strength with the peogle. The one
selected by hiu wass to be the recular candidate and tne other
ves to retire from the race. -enton chese rettis giving as
his regson that it had been"proved" to his "entire cocnviction"®
12. Xo. Rep. July 29, 1828. 14. /o. Rep. July 29,1823.
13. 0. Intel. Jul. 11, 1%.8. 1In view of the high standing
Of Pettis and Lane, this criticiem is hardly decserved. DPettis
wag & native of Virginia and had come to St. Louis about 1824.
He had been s prozinent lawyer, aad wes ap .ointed Cecretzry of
Stede by Governor iiller in 1826. Darby, 133 f. :

Lane wzg a native of Pennsylvania and was educated
at Jefferson college and Dickinson college in Pennsylvania.
Fe lster studied medicine at Louisville, Yentucky and at
the Univereity of Pennsylvania. 1In 1819 he cene to St. Louis
and practiced medicine in pertnership with Dr. iierry. He was
the first wayor under tne new chzrter, end was re-elected
five ti ies in succession. After an intervel of nine years,

he ggoin served three terms as mayor. Conard, Encyc. of iio.
Hist.



that Pettis would better unite the esupport »nT the peo_.le and
ecpecielly nf their political friends thaa would Lane.l5
Zeatnn'c position in this cese vas one of grezat
regponsitvility snd it is not _robtastle thiat e sllowed himeelf
to be influenced :uuch by pereongl moiives cr rrefarence in
nie selecticn c¢f tlie ocne gnd reiectica ¢f the oitner. There
ey be sno.e trutn in the sccerticn of trhe editor of the
"iiseouiri Republicsn" thet he knew Pettiis "would not be

X £
cnoked off" so ezsily =e Lene.lu z

ut in the atsence of any
etrong evidence to tne centrary it is conly fair to 3enton to
aseure thet in this cese he acted frnm motives of psrty
loyalty sclely, and chose Pettis tecause e believed nin to
be the proper person to legd tnhe parti, to victery in tne
Congrecsiongl electien.

How completely the "will of the dictator" was
Obeyel by the supporters of Jackson in tnhe State is indiczted
from the results of the election. 7The party showed no signs
of disunion in the ranks and wes successful in both State and
Naticnal elections. 7Tt elected every candidste for stte
office by an overwhelamiang mejority and the Jackson electceral
ticket carried every ccunty in the State.17

The "MXissouri Republican" putlished the following
15. Lo. Rep. July 29,13.%. “hne following is the text of the
"preclasxstion"of the dictator" dated 16. io.Rep.July 29,1828
July <4, 1828: "Hating been appointed 17. Ibid,MNov.2%,182°
an unpire tvetween Dr. W. C. Lane and (Electioa Returns)

Spencer rettis, Tesq., csndidates for & sezt in the 21st Congress
and voving heerd and considered all the informatioan laid %»efore
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1etter18 a8 indicating the spgirit in which the election

wzg conducted., A letter fTrom Lincoln county dste? ‘uguast

\n

th,
eald, "Here as elseviere tie Tsckeon 2zrty are w.11l drilled,
8nd hesit=te not to stoop to the lowest znd mest virulent
abtuse of every negsure and every puvlic chzrzcter attached

to the Administration. Benton's enissuries together with nis
generzl orders in the cshspe of naandbtills had tne desired
effect in deceiviag the reople." A cerrespgraicat froa “rerklin
cousty wrote under date of ‘ugist 7th, "I believe tae Jackeon
men to a msn voted for Fettis. They hsd received ZRenton's
orders to do so &nd felt bound to obey. I Yelieve msny of
ther hed rothier incur the diepleasure of their God than of
Bentnn, fer they thirk thet those who do not o%ey him will
get no land.”

Batee Iin a circulsr rezlying to charges made against
hiy Yty Tenten brought nrut clesrly soue of the tactice used Dby
"Tiie Dictator” to defeat him for re-election. 3Benton had
v*ritten letters to Lawless accusing 3atee of gross misconduct
me by their resgective frieads, relative to the stirength of
each hefore the people at this tire, and finding the weight
of the informetion to be decidedly in favor of 'r. Pettis,

I do accordingly, and in conformity to the only principles
on which I c¢ould consent to act as umpire in a case of 80
much delicacy ané responsipilily, and in obedience tn the
cnly legitiuaote princi,le of ection in republicsn governauent
that the vill of the regjority ought to prev:-il, declare that

t ig proved to me, to my entire conviction that i.r. Pettis
dnitee at this time more the support of the people, and esgpec-
1ally of their mutuml political friends than Dr. Lane doee;
and that according to the terns of tne reference, it devolves

upon the latter to withdraw from the cenvass. In delivering
this opinion it becomes my duty to state 18.)Mo0 .Rep.Aug.12,1828



in regsrd to Cpanieh land claims. ILawless refueed ts publish
the letters and wauld not allow 32tes to resd them. The
letters were pasged around froer hand to hend smeng persons
liable to be in“luenced by then, Tollewing the letters
Benton isrued @& handbill with s vier to susteining the credit
of the letters, the handrill besring dste of July 25, As
thie waes just & few dsys preceding the election, no dcudt it
influenced men, votere sgainst natesl®

“ne editor of the ".icscouri Repuvlicsn" thus com-
mented on the electisn. "A result so unexpected snd to the
reflecting men 0f both parties so mortifying, wss preduced
by the concert of actien vhich imzediately succeeded the
appearance of Crlonel Rentrn's declsr=ti~n. The v=riocus
elerents of the Jackeon part, were thus commingled, cenflicting
intereets for ¢ tine cezsed to operate, privste feuds were
huehed up, 2nd the incengruocus mass actuated oy one impulse
elone, directing their exertiocns to the election of Pettis.
Trom this mement it becane a trial of the strength of the
administration and Jacksen parties; end 'Jacks~n snd Reform'
beczme the watch worde of the perty. - - - A distinguished
man of the Opposition has said th=at such is the strength of
of the Jeckeon party and such the materisls ~f which it is
composed that & mere man of strsw could be elected to office
in the Stste if he should happen to beleng to thst party."2°
thet the conduct of Dr. Zane in agreeing to submit tn the
umpirage, aad in the mode of conducting the iaquiry, hss
been nost honorable and disinterested, and that the frieads of

dr. Fettis (John 4. Bess,Bsq. 19. lo. Rep.lov.4,1328.
and feorge V. Hinnerley) whe 20. Tbid. A.g. 12. 1328
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Vot only did the election indicate that the wzve o
of Jacksonian denocracy had cnnpletely overwhelmed tne Sg;te,
but it proved conclusively that 3enton was now on the crest
of that wave., A party that ould abide by the decision of
one n3n in the selecti~n of a candidate for so important an
office as that of representative in Congress, must have look-
ed upon thet maa not only as the most powerful, capable, and
trustworthy lesder in the Stete, but as oae whose knowlédge
of political conditions and tendencies was nunimpeachable,
undertookx to act for him in his absence have in my opinion

assuned a patriotic responsivility, which entitles them to
the thenks of our friends."

(Signed) Thomas Hart Benton.



CHAPTER V.
THE GRADUATION BILL AND THE DEFEAT OF BARTCH.

After 182., Benton was almost supreme in .issouri
politics. It was the Graduation Bill, together with his
early alignument with the powerful Jackson elemeant in the
State that had brought about this supremacy. It has been
shown how sone of the causes that operated to bring him in-
to power also resulted in the defest of two of his political
opponents, Scott and 3gtes. Those sane causes were soon to
bring about the defeat of another, and that the most power-
ful and dangerous of his political rivsls, his colleague in
the Senate. To some, it may seemn thst 3Bentoa's hostility
to Barton was an act of ingrstitude on his part, consider-
ing tne fact that it wss only by the strong support of the
latter that Benton was elected in 1220. 2ut, as was pointed
out before, the two lLissouri Senators for several years prior
to tne year of Barton's defeat for re-election had been per-
gonal enemies and political opponents. They could not work
together harmoniously in the Senate. On the question of the
public lands, which to Benton was the most vital of all the
questions before Congress, the two did not agree. 3enton
no doubt realized that if the Graduation 3ill was to pass,
Barton's place must be filled by some one more friendly to
the measure.

The fact that Barton opposed the Bill when it



was first intpoduced into the Senate has been mentioned in
another connection. On Jaauary 9th, 1827, the Bill was again
taken up for consideration in the Senate on tne motion of
Barton, who on this occasion delivered a lengthy speech against
the plan as outlined in the Bill} In his discussion of the
Bill, Berton said that the graduation of price, if practicable
at all, should have been adopted at the beginaing, and a means
provided for ascertaining the different rates of land at the
time of survey. He considered that there were not men enough
in the couatry to occupy all the land vefore it had reached
the proposed minimum, and the result would be that all the
land would be reduced in price to twenty-five ceats an acre in
five years. This, he thought, would offer a more tempting
field for speculation than did the old credit system.2 Con-
cerning the glan for making small donations to actual settlers
Barton said, "It seems to tantalize the indigent by first in-
viting the speculators to the sumptuous feast and then calling
in the poor to pick up the cruanbs that fall from the rich aen's
tables.“3

The Bill was not brought to a vote during that ses-
sion, but in 1323, it wes sgain considered in the Senate and
on April 22, 1323, was finally forced to an issue. On the
1. pDebates in Congress, 19th Ccngress, 24 Session, 39.

2. Ivid. 45
3. Ibid.47"



roll-call, it was fround the -i11 was defeated by a vote of
21 to 25, 3arton being one of those who voted ia the negativef
Ilow Barton's attitude was looked upon in his own
State was indicsted froan tane proceediags of tae State Legis-
lature tnat fsll. When tne General Assembly met in lovenber,
1823, it at once showed a friendly attitude toward Zenton and
the Graduation Bill. Governor 'filler in his message to the
Legislature, devoted considerable space to a discussion of
the public lands, and recomnended to the meanbers of the
General Asseubly that they make known to Congress taeir
wishes in regari to the graduation of the price of public
lands.5 Acting on Goveraor liller's suggestion, the Legis-
lature sent a memorial to Congress asking for the passage
of a law embodying the general provisirns of the Graduation
3111.6
In still another way the General Assembly went on
record as decidedly favorable to tne Graduation Bill and its
author. On the third day of the session, lovember 19, the
following joiat resolutions were introduced into the State
Senate: "Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of (issouri, that we highly approve of tne bill
lately pending before the Senate of tne United States to
graduate the price of public lands, to make donations to

actual settlers, and cede the refuse to the states in which

4. Debates in Congress, 20th Congress, 1st. Session, 678.
5. Senate Journal, 15.
6. 1bid.
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they lie; and that the thanks of the Legislature are due
to Thomas Hart Benton, a Senator in Congress froua this
State, for his able, patriotic,and unwearied exertions in
endeavoring to procure the adoption of a measure in which
the people of this State have so important an interest."
And, "Resolved, that the Honorable David 3Barton, a Cenator in
Congress froa this State be instructed and tne XZonorable
Edward 3ates, the Representative from this Ctate in Congress
be requested to use their best exertions to procure the pas-
sage of the bill mentioned in the foregoing resolution, either
as it originslly stood, or as amnended in the Senate of the
United States at the last session, or ia the nearest attain-
able form thereto; and the said Senator be instructed, and
the said Representative be requested to oppose all mmendxents
to said bill which may have the etfect of preventing its pas-
soge or dividing its friends or delaying its decisions or
giving to one state or description of states, in the time,
mode, or condition of bringing the public lands iato tne
market." There was also a third resolution thanking Senator
Tazewell, of Virginia, for the "magnanimous and efficient
support which he had so liberally afforded to the bill refer-
red to in the aforesaid resolutions."7

On the following day, the resolutions were taken
up for consideration in the ‘Touse, and on lovember 25, a

motion was made to amend them by striking froxz the section

7. Senate Journal, 16.
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the words, "the Honorable David Barton" and inserting in
their stead "our Senators”, and substituting for "the ¥onor-
able Edward Zates, the Representative from this State" the
words "our Representative". This ameanduent, however, was
lost by a vote of 16 to 26.8 An effort to amend the resolu-
tion in a sianilar way also tailed in the Senate by a vote of
2 to 12.9
So the resolutions passed botn houses without
amendaent and were approved by Governor ..iller on lNovember
29.10 The only concession to the opponents of the resolutions
was the right to enter on the journal of the House a resolution
of protest against the action of the Legislature in eulogiz-
ing Zenton and in indirectly censuriag Barton and Bates.ll
The resolutions passed oy the Legislatire are impor-
taat for two reassoas. In the first place, they show that
Lenton was endorsed by the people's representatives, and tﬁat
one reason for that endorsement was the Graduation 3il1ll. 1In
th1e second place, the resolutions show that, as the Bill had
been used to humble one politicsl opponent, Rates, it was
now to be made iastrumental in securing the defeat of Benton's
colleague in the Senate, who dared to vote contrary to the
will of the majority of the people; for, as wzs pointed out in
the protest that was entered on the Journal, the second resolu-
8. House Journal 35.
9. Senate Journal 23.

10. 1vid.
11. House Journal, 45-46.
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tion was plainly intended as an indirect thrust at Rates and
Barton. That this was the purpose of that resolution is fur-
ther indicated by the fact that all attempts to alter it so
as to make it less personal failed completely in both houses
of the Legislature.

“rom what has been sz2id, it is evident taat Zarton's
opposition to the Graduation 3111 was msde one of the princi-
pal points of attack by 3enton and his politicsl allies in
thie effort to defeat him for re-election to the Senate ia
1830. At lesst, so far as his official coanduct was concerned,
we are safe in asserting that his opposition to the 3ill was
at this time one of the main charges brought sgaiast him by
his opponents. But there were also objections to his re-elec-
tion that were concerned more with his personal than with his
official conduct. 7The o0ld cnarges of drunkeness and misconduct
at Washington which were brought sgainst him in 1824 were
re-iterated by his opponents in 1530. The "Beacon" was the
main instruament in circulating the defamatory cnarges.12 Just
how much the editorial policy of that paper was subject to
Benton's dictation, it is impossible to say, but it wss assert-
ed by the editor of the "Missouri Republicsn" that it was
known in St. Louis that Benton was the secret editor of the

13

All the charges of drunkeness and misconduct
14

"Beacon".

were positively denied by Barton. A careful we —

The election of a United States Senator wss one of
12. Beacon, Aug.19; Sept. 16; 1830.

13. vo. Rep., Aug.3,1830.
14. Beacon, Sept. 16, 1330.

~d
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the two leading issues in the campaign of August 1333. The
otier was that of amending the State Constitution by cﬁanging
the judicial tenure from life or good behavior to a temm of
tour years. The latter shows how the Jacksonian idea of
"rotation in office" was brought over into State politics
and in this instance wss to be ap.lied to the judicis}
depertment. In rnicet ceesee, the cesndidstes for tne State
Legisluture were pledged on both of these questions.ls As a
rule, these opposed to the re-election of Barton favored the
amendmente, while those in favor of larton were op.osed to the
amendment.16 The divieion appeare to have been for the most
pert betveen the frisnds of Jsckson on the one hand, and the
friends of the American Systex on the other.7 Acceording to
the editor of the "Times" the friende of the smemdments connect-
ed them with Jackson's name, believing that his popularity
would bYe eufficient to csrry them thrcugh.ls But there were
meny loyel Jackson supporters who refused to favor any such
redical and unwise alteration of. the Constitution.19
The "Beacon" reported that in St. louis County, a
ticket wvege in the field caslled the Constitutional ticket,
oppoerd to the amendmente, and that under this nsme, it weas
"defended in print, speech, and writing, until after the
election was over." But immediately after the election, it
wae celled the Rarton ticket. In this way, many of the
15. Mo. Intel. Aug.4,1830. 18. Times, 0ct.9,1330

16. Ivid. 19. Ibid.
17. Mo. Rep. Jul.27,1830.
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coneervative Jackson supporter, who were nct willing to vote
in favor of the smendments, were induced to vote for memnbers
of the Legisleture pledged to Barton, and they did not realize
their mistske until after the election was over.;')0

When the election returns cem: in, it wzs generally
conceded thzt the defeat of Barton was certain. ZEven the
"Mirsouri Intelligencer" admitted thet his re-election could
not be foretold with certeinty.21 "The Bescon", wnich wss
new the lesding Benton organ in the State, predicted that of
the members elected, a majority of two-thirds could be relied
upon in favor of the Jackeson csndidete for United States

Senator.22

According to the "Western lkonitor" Barton would Lrave
at most 27 votes and the number opposed to him woild be at
least 38.23

After the August election, Eenton's friends began at
once to organize for the purpoee of electing a Jackson Sena-
tor e Barton's successor. Amnong the candidates for the
United States Cenate :lentioned by the "Beacon" early in July
were Covernor uwiller; R. W. Wells, attorney-general of the
State; Ceneral Ashley; liajor Benjamin O'Fallen; Spencer Pettis,
the representative in Congress, and Lieutenant Governor

4

Dunklin.2 Later in the yesar, and a short time before the

meeting of the Legislature, the following nemes made up the

"RBeacon's" list of candidstes: Governor liller, Lsjor C'Fallen,

Alexander Buckner, Ceneral Ashley, Spencer Pettis, snd R. V. Wellg?

2G .Bescon Aug.g.1830. 23. Western lonitor, Cept.l, quoted
21.Int. Sept.13,183C. in Teacon, gep§.9.lo30.
22.Reacon, Aug.12,1830. 24.3eacon, Jul.s5,1830.

25. Beacon,0Oct.21,1830.
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The name of Governor liiller generally headed the list of the
Jackson candidetes, and it was understood that he was Bentocn's
choice.26

Benton himself took an active part in marshalling
the Jackson members into line. ©€n Octcb:r 10, he wrbte to
Dunklin froxz St. Louis, "The belief here is that D. B. is
given up since his failure to make any changes in his favor
in the counties on the i.issouri. Intrigue and division among
ourselves is what they now depend on, but I hope their depend-
ence is & b-oken reed. All the candidates on our side lezve
the electica wholly to the members, and wish them after they
assemble to interchange sentiments with each other, ascertain
the strongest, unite upon him, and have the election over
immediately. I hope this course will be adopted. OQut of
about forty members who are on our side, I think 34 can be
goiten to ect promptly, energetically and harmonioﬁsly. sscri-
ficing ell privaete and particular feelings to the success of
the cause. Buckner writes me thst he is in favor of this
course, Ashley tells me the same, and others I know are so.
There will be no struggling to impede or embarrasss the election.
The members will be free as air to act for the best."2/

The "intrigue” of the Coaliticonists or Anti-Jackson
element éentioned by Benton in this letter wss doubtless the
same a8 that spoken of by the "Beacon". This was a scheme of

Benton's opponentse to elect some nominal Jackson man who

26.Mo. Rep.,Dec.21,1830. 27. Benton kiss., ilo. Hist. Society.
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would be at heart in sympathy with the Coalitionists, and who
would, if elected, thwart and emtarrass every mreasure advocat-
ed by Benton.28

When the Legislature met in November, it was soon
perceived by the friends of ZEarton that he could not be re-
elected.29 It was known thet Earton's resl strength on a
joint ballot would be but 26 with sll members preseat and
voting, and 33 were necesssry for a choice.3® xis friends,
wighing to do the next best, then tried to prevasil on the
majority to support a man from their own group who could te
considered a8 good compromise candidate. But the Benton members
would have none other than a Jackson man. So as the Clay
members found they could not secure the election of one of
their own men, they decid<d to unite on the Jackson man, whose
views most nearly co-incided with their own. Covernor iiller
had ssid he would not be a candidate unlees it was necessary
to unite the party. He was known to be an uncompromising
Jackson man, and the Clay members could not unite on him.
Buckner wess & prominent cendidete. 1lle was more conservative
in his views than the other condidates were, and it was under-
stood that he wzs favorable to the leeding principles of the
Americsan System.31 To tne friends of Clay, it se-med he wes
the logicsl man on whom they should unite.

The Jeckson members expected that at least one
attempt would be made by Barton's friends to elect nim, so
2A.Beacon,0ct.21,1830. 29. "here not otherwise specified, my
account of this election is based on the report of the election
as given by a dorrespondent from Jefferson City to the Times,Dee.l0

1830. 30. No. Intel.Dec.11,1830.Letter frem Jefferson City.
31. Ko. Intel. Dec.11,1830.
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they expected no election on the first ballot, but intended
to concentrate on liller on the second, and thus elect him.32
On November 30, the two houses met in joint sessicn
for the election of a Senator.33 Buckner, ¥iller, Ashley and
V.cRee were put in nomination, and when the vote was taken, to
the surprise of the Jackson members, their opponents concentrat-
ed on Zuckner and elected him on the first ballot%4 The
official count stood as follows: Buckner 39, killer 26,
Ashley 2, so Buckner wae declared elected.35 Both sides claimed
the victory. It is & fsct that the election of Buckner wszs
brought atout by the union of Bgrton's friends with those of
Buckner, and to this extent, at lezst, the victory was to the
coalitioniste, whose main object wcs to defeat liller. Of
the thirty-five votes cast for ZBuckner, all but nine were
drawn from the opponents of Jackson.36 The nine Jackson members
who voted for Buckner were likely his cloee friends and adairers
end they would very possibly have g;?; over to Liller if it
had been necessary in order to elect a Jackson man to the
Senete.Buckner received the support of the entire St. Louis
delegotion in the Legislature. A member of the Legislature,
viehing a statement of Buckner's politicsl views, directed a
letter to him, to which Buckner replied on the day following
the election, ssying that he believed in the right of Congress
to mske internsl improvements, that he favored protection to
32. ¥o. Intel., Dec. 11, 1830. 35. House Journal 65.

33. House Journal 65. 36. Times, Dec.4,1830.
34. Times, Dec.4,1830.
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demestic manufactures by tsriff laws, and was opposed to the
nullification doctrine and party37 To all the friends of
Clay, this seemed to represent Buckner as & thorough-going
friend of the American Cystem. The editor of "The lissouri
Intelligencer" sald that, "looking to principles rstner than
to men the friends of the American System, internal improve=-
ments, etc., have obtained a signal victory."38 The "Times"
thue commented on the election, "While we sdmit our first
choice would have teen another man, we rejoice to have achiev-
ed so much. We have utterly discomfitted Lr. Benton snd his
colleegues wno have for several years past ruled the State
with a rod of iron. - - - - - This is victory; it is more,
it s triumph."39AB¢ckner was represented by the "Times" as
"opprsed to the proscription of the present administration®,
and eags a friend of Eenry Clay.40

But from another view-point the victory was wholly
with the Jackson party. 3Buckner wss one of the regular can-
didates of that party; his name wacs listed as a candidate in
the "Beacon" and other Administrstion papers; the mention of
him by Benton in the letter to Dunklin, suggests that he
was one of the inner circle of Benton's politicsl friends.
Aleo, in a statement published in the "Jefferscnian", Decem-
ter 11, Buckner avowed himself to be the supporter of the

Administretion?!

Only in one respect were Benton's friends defeated.

37. Mo. Intel.,Dec.11,1830 40. Times,Dec.18,1830.
3g.Ib1d. 41. Ibid.
39. Times, Dec. 18,1830.



They lost their first choice, Governcr liller, through the
coalition of their opponents with the friends of Buckner,
By & skillful intrigue, the oppositicen had succeeded in their

main purpose, which was to defest the candidate most strongly

endorsed by RBenton.



CHAPTRER VI. 65,

THE bANK ISSUER AYD BEITON'S

RE-TLECTICY IV 1332.

During the years following the electina of 1830,
Po2litical parties berzn to take shape more definitely in
Missouri. Although, as has beean stated before, the issues
of the tariff aand internal improveaents were beginning to
divide the people into two great pnlitical grougs as early
as the eleétioa of 1823, yet, even st that time, the perscnal-
ity of the leader wss the most imoortsant facter. 3REenton him-
gelf voted for the tariff of 18281 and for the appropriations
for the iaysville Road which Jackson afterwsrds veto&Lz so
the Alvisicrn batween the friends and enemies of the Anericzn
Systen must not have been g0 conplete as the editor of the
"Missouri Intelligencer" believed it to have veen.3 But the
years between 1330 and 1832 werc to sse the emergence of two
great goliticel parties, each held together now not only by
the personality of its leader btut also to a greater extent by
re=gpen of the principles to whidn the leader adhered. 1t
beco.es, muchn more a division of the friends of the Amnerican
Systen againet its enemlies.

In the meaatime, 3lso, a new issue was comning for-
ward in tne State aand in the ation which was for several
years to overshadow all others. That issue was the re-chartering
1. Debates in Cong., 20th.Coag.,lst. sess. 786.

2. Ibid. 21st. Cong. 1st. Sesen.432.
3. See abcve p.44



of the United States 3ank, aad nowever undecided the candid-
ates seen t» have been on other issues, on the guestiosa of
re-chsrtering of the United States 3gank almost all were
definite and pneitive in their opinionas.

)

During the years that Jackson was in power at
Tashingsteon, the leader in the Senate in his fight against
nullification and the United Strtes 3ank was Tnoumas Hart
Benton. It is not the purpose of this study to give the de-
tails of the struggle cver these questinns in Congress. The
st~ry of that struggle %ﬂ;concerned more with Benton's career
as a national stateeman than with hie relation tn the politics
of issnrurli. UYowever, since the re-chartering of tne bank
was made an i=sue in State politics in 1831 and during the
years lmmnediately following, it will be necess.ry for the
purposes of this study to explain Benton's position on the
Baak.

Long befcre Jacksoa's fight égainet the United
State Rank began, Benton showed s distrust of banks. As
editor of the "Enquirer* in 1819 he expressed his opinion
against banks in gener91.4 The failure of the Bank of !Missruri
likely helpeld to confira hia in his opinion.S Bven before
Jackson was elected President, Benton :manifested in the
Senste a certain hostility to the United States Bank. As

4. Melipgr, 191.
5. Ibid. 193-
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early ae arch 3, 1823, he introduced a series of resolutions
in regard to the balaaces of Uaited States money in the Bank,
in which he hinted that the Bank ought tn pay interest on ite

6

tzlances. In the next sessicn he intrnduced similar resolu-
tions the third clause of which read, "The 2enkx 5f the United
States ought to be required to make s compensatina to the
people of the United States for the use of public money in
ts handa.7

Jackson's first message served to mske him more
positive in hise convictinns, and when the second message
made the re-cherter a real issue, Bentcn at once fell in with
the anti-bank forces and fought the bank as a monopoly that
ghould have no existence in 2 repudblic. He continued in this
fight until the re-chartering of the Bank was no longer possidble.
Immediately following the second message, Bent~n asked leave
tn introduce into the Senate a resolution in these words,
"That the charter of the United States Bank ought not to dve
renewed."s

That the people of liissouri should be interested
in the bank and that divisioan should exist among them as to
the expediency of re-charteriang such an institution was only
netural. There was a branch of the United States Bank at
St. Louis, and under the efficient management of John O'Fallen,
it had been rendering splendid service to the people. This
6. Devates in Cong.,20th.Crng. lst. Sess. 379.

g. Ibid. 2d4. Session. 18.
. Ibid.



no doubt gresatly strengthened
3ank in Ct. Louis.9 Also, ia

another nf the older and more

68.

tne sentiment in favor o7 tne
the Soone's Lick district,

conservative sectinnsg of tne

Steate, thne seatiment in €avor of tane Bank was stronag. Zut

the reodle of the frontier comnunities of the State, like

ell nther westeran people, distrusted banks, and soon joined

Jacksnn aad 3eanton in the fight against what they considered
an undeaocratic institution.

Tven as early as the Congressional election of
1331 the bank issue had found its way into Staste politics.
NDavid Barton,

defeated for re-election tn the Senate, wss

noainated by the friends nf the American Systea in St. Louis

10

g8 the csndidate of their party for Congress. In his letter

he annouaced thst he was in favor of re-charter-
11

of acceptsnce,
ing the United States 3Bank or some eimilar institution.

Spencer Fettis, his leading opponent, was a cesndidzte for

re-election. Petiis was a strong supporter of the Jackson

Adininistration, and was opposed to the 3ank'®In nis speeches
during the caupaign he both attsackel the Bank. an general
princijles and criticized its management severely%3 Yowever,
B2l
it is hardly true that Pettis' overwhelaing defeat of Ugrie:

caa be attribiuted to his attitude on the Bank questinn.al-ne.

-

An unhappy incident, resultine fron the campaign of

9. Stevens, Xissouri I, p.363.
10. do. Intel. June 11, 1831.
11. Ibvia.

12. fo. Rep. Jul. 19,1831.

13. Tuid.
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Pettis for re-electinn, served to strengthen tae sentiment
ageinet the Bank in many parts of the State. The stand taken
by Pettis on the Bank aroused tne indignation of iiajor Thomas
Biddle, a brotaer of Nicholas Biddle, Presideat of the United
States Bank%4 A bitter newspaper conntroversy between 3iddle
and Pettis followed in the "Times" and "Beacnn". Tarly one
morning just before the election. 3iddle went to the hotel
where Pettis was stopping and gave him a severe horse-wﬁipping.
Pettis consulted Benton as to the course he should take for
reparation and he was advised ts challenge 3iddle to a duel
but to wait until after the election. An encounter followed
in which they fought with pistols at close range, and both
men fell mortslly woundedl® After this affair, it was at
once charged by the opponents of the Bank that Pettis had
fallen a3 victim to the "man-destroying institution."16

The death of Pettis neceessitated annther election
to supply the vacancy in Congress. In this election, R. ¥W.
Wells, a Jackson supporter, and opponent of the Bank;Zas
defeated by William H. Ashley, also a Jackson candidate but
in favor of rechartering thne Bank]:8 Ashley's success was
due almost altogether to his personal popularity. He had been
prominent in the fur trade on the liissouri and had anassed
quite a fortune.19 He was well known and his position as one
14, My account of the Pettis-Biddle affair is from Rdward
Dobyns, Personal Recollections, Benton iSS. Collectinn, lo.
Hist. Soc'y. 15. Mo. Rep. Aug.30,1831. 16. Vestern lion-
itor, quoted in fo. Rep.Sept.20,1831. 17. ¥o. Rep.Nov.8,1831.

13. Ibid.Oct. 11,1831, Ashley's statement of views.
19.



of the most prominent citizens of the State was possibly
more largely responsible for his success at the polls than
any views he may have held in regard to the tariff, or inter-
nal improvements or the Bank.

While the re-chartering of the Rank was to a certain
extent an issue in the election of 1331, it was more an issue
in the campaign of the following year. <[hrough the press and
in campaign speeches made throughout the State, EBenton @aae
known his views 10 the people. He said he considered the
Bank inadmissable as an institution in a republic, tno strong
even for a limited monarchy. He declared he could not vote for
renewing the charter "in any foram nor under any circumetaces. 20

Yhen Jecksoa, on July 10, 1332, issued his famous
veto message21 which the friends of the Bank were unable to
cverride in Congress, the sensation it created in lissouri
was great, and the friends of the Bank at once began to hold
mass meetings. At a meeting in St. Louls at which William
Carr Lane presided, resolutions were introduced expressiag
"deep mortification and regret" becsuse of the.veto, and
deciaring that the Bank had been "highly beneficial to the
nation at large and indispensably necessary to the comnercial
and individual comfort of the westerm people."22

On the same dsy, the anti-bank forces ia St. Louis
also met. At a meeting presided o#er by Dr. Samuel erry,

20. Yo. Rep. Nov.29,1831

21. Debates in Congress. c2nd. Cong. lst. Sess. Ap. p. 73 f.
22. ¥o. Rep. July 26,1831. .
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resolations were introduced declaring all banks and bankiag
institutions "possessing exclusive privileces and pgowers af
anaopnly as of dangerous teadeacy ia a goveranent of the people,"
and also declering the stand which Jacksoa had takxen "agaiast

the morneyel powers of ZTurope and Anerica as a mark of firmness
and patrintis+« not surpassed by any patriot or ststesman siace
the 1light »nf liberty first damed upon the country."23

Thece two meetinzs sare significant for two reasoans.
In the first place, they show that the Bank question was of
gsufficient inportance to divide the preople. In the second
place they show that with the 3ank issue in the foreground,
0ld politicel slliances were beinz brokean up and new oaes
forme}/’ For Lzne, €nruerly a supporter of Jackson)was now at
the head of the group that w=35 denouacing his sctina in vetoing
the Bgnk charter.

Although the Bank was a subject af much discussion
in the csmpaign of 1832, the electinn wss not fought out on
that issue alone. Ter while Bull, a Jeckson candidate for
governor, favoreble to the Bank,zﬁas defeated by Dunklin, san
anti-bank man?s the popularity of Ashley wers azzin sufficient
to elect him over Tells. Ashley's success can be explsined
by his sreat popularity and in no other way. Ye wae not in
sympathy with the leading Jackeon men o2n the issues of the
tariff, internal improvecents and the Bank. Neither 4id he

25

have Benton's endorsement at this time. Tor he and =enton

. Yo. Rep. Jul. 25,1831.
. Yr. Intel. Jun. 15,1831.

Vo. Rep., Dec. 3, 1833.
e« Thid. Tan. 3, 1é32. Letter of Buckner.
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1iffered radieally on all the issues3/

In the senatorial election, however, the issue was
more clearly between the Bank and its enemies. 3enton stated
{2 an address to the people that he could not vote for renew-
ing the charter in any fora nor under any circumstances whatever,
and if instructel to vote for it,he would avoid the question by
resigaing his eeat%8 Thus, esrly in the campaign, he mnade the
Bank the issue on which he was determined te make the fight for
re-electinn to the Senate.

There seeas to have bYeen no organized opposition to
Benton's re-election ia 1832. As the victory of Jacksoa was
so evident te the voters before the August election, it was
zenerally recognized that the defest of his right hand men in
the Senate would be out of the guiestion.

The only manifest opposition ton 3enton in the
electinn of members of the Gemeral Assembly woe in the couaties
of 3oone and St. Louis. In the former couaty three representa-
tives were elected who were pledged to vote against him in

the Legislature.29

In $t. Louls county, a vacancy was occasioned
by the death of Joel L. Ifusick and an unsuccessful attempt
was mede by Renton and his friende to defeat Lane in the

0
special electina thet wss held tn supply the vacancy.3

The same charges were made by the opponents of
Benton that were used i1 the attempt to defezt him for re-
zg. Yo. Rep. Hov.6_, 1832. Tditorial
2 .

Yo. Intel. Dec. 3, 1831. 30. Tbid. Aug. 13, 1232.
29. Mo. Rep. Aug. 12, 1832.
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election in 1826. The editor of the ":issouri Regublican"
insist=1 thiat Bentnn had left the State 2nd was a citizen of
another%l It was also alleged by thg editor of that psper that
Benton was the writer of the "Fgst Ronn Letter", which so
grossly misrepreseated Adams by picturiag extravagance of
the Administration that did aot exist.32 Tne charges which
Lates had uade ia his circular tn the effect that 3eatna was a
publio defsulter, that e had nad a prrit in the Renk swindle
in Miesouri, and that he had overcharged for mile:ge to and
from the Capital were often ref~rred to by his op;onents.33
It was reported that Bates brought! up these latter cherges
in tre Leglislatire in the fall, but the presideat »¢ the
Senate czlled him to order and wnuld not allow hia to preceed.:34
The accnuats of the election es given in the news-

pepers do nnt indicste that there was any orgsnized opposition
in the Legislature to defeat 2enton. The election took place
early ia the session. On Voveader 25, the two houses sssenbled
for the purpose of eleciinz a Senator. Reatnn and Abraa J.
Willians were put in nominatinia. On the first hsllet, Benton
nad 45 votes snd Milliams 12. There were slso scatteriag
votes for Ashley, Barton, Thoraton, <tucker and Reyaolds, a
total of 22 votes being r-corded agaiast ?entnn35

An analyeis of the vote shows that Reaton's opposi-
o. Rep. Sept. 11, 1332.
Tvid.
Toid. Jov.4, 1828.

Ibid. Dec.ll1,1832.
Youse Journal, 59.
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tion came almost entirely froa Boone Ccunity and the counties
in the eastern part of the State grouped around ct. louls.
wour of the votes against?%gre from 3oone Ccunty, four from
"gshington County, and three from St. Louls, 3esides these
three counties, the ccuntiee of St. Genevieve, St. Charles,
‘fontgomery, lincoln, Pike, Clay, Perry, and Tew {adrid were
represeated in the 1ist of members who voted agaiast Benton's
re-election. It is quite possible that the influence aof the
branch bank accounts for much of the cpposition t» Bentean frou
in and around St. T.ouis, It hes been stated before that in
Boene County the sentiment was quite strong in favor of the
Unitel "tatez Bank, and this fact sccouats in somne measure
for the opposition in that County.

This was, generally speak.nz, the easiest victory
Benton ever woa. 7The opposition to him w:s not at all pro-
nounced, and the effort required on his part was less than at
eny other time when he wae a candidate for re-election. The
great popularity of Jackson's democracy is one explanation
of the success of the leader of that democracy in Iiissouri.
The editor of the "Missourl Republican" commenting on the result
of the election said: " After the success of Genersl Jackson
in the Presidential contest we did not look for any other

result. Cenator Bentoa is but the shadow of Ceneral Jackson and

movee as he moves."36 But Benton had more than Japnkson's

360 Ho. cho Dec. 4. 1832.



neme tm brl=s er nia in 7issourl. 7The masses of tne jpeolle

of the Ttsles were ;road nf the recori »f their Senator in
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CONCLUsICH

The re-electina of Zentona in 18332, marks the
establishment of hie influence. MNuring the years of Jackson's
seco:id alninistratinn, the "lissouari Senator distinguished him-
gelf by the lead which he t»ok in Ceongress in the figni ag=zinst
tiie “gnr. ‘lls vsliant defence of Jackson in the Senate and
the st:-ad whicn he took in favor of snund currency give him a
plece in the history of the nation. Zut as his interests became
sore centered in Washington, he took a less active part in the
politics of his own state. Therefore, the years of leanton's
public 1life, which tn the student of American hi=tory are in
many respects the most interesting and importasnt =2re not of
gepecial interest in a study that is conceraed chiefly with his
rise to power in state politice.

By 1832, Benton wes not on gnod ternw Wwith either
Ashley »r Buckner, dut when Linn succeeded 3uckner to the
Senate, Eentnn had a colleague with whom he could agree, and
they worked together harmoniously. It was seldoan that they
voted on op:osite sides nf a question.

’ "ith the electina of Ven Suren and the growing
influence of the scuthera leaders in the Deaocratic Party,
Benton's influence at “aghi=<ztoa declined. Thre iszies of the
currency and banking were ueed against him by his opoonents

in the State and almost effected his overtarow as early as

1844. The story of this early opposition has formed the subject
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0° another study of Benton's political c-areer.1

In conclision it sﬁould b> again reanarked, thetl
Renton's srez2t influence wzs a result of his uawearied
exertinas in behal® »€ the western settlers. e was a
westera statesman. nevear overlrokxeld tae interests of
the people of his seciinn of the TUnien. s hic succees can be uander-
etc~d oaly in coaneciiona with his interests in the Yest aad
weglera affairs, likewise, it can be uaderstood oaly ia ccanecti~n
Wit Andrew Jacksoa. For to d{;ﬁ€sociate Zenten aad Jeckson
woald be as difficult as to think of Zeatea without thinkiag
of the Traduaatlon 2ill, to think of Zentca withlecui rz2celliag
nis fight on the 3ank; it would te as difficult as to think

of a “eat-a at Tasaingtoa wuo was aot "0ld 3ullica".

1. XcClure, C. H. Opp.osition tn te Re-electioa of Thicaaas

Hart Benten in 1344, Thesis, 1913.
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NEWSPAPERS CF THE PERIOD.

Missourl Gaszette.

The iiessourl Gazette was the first psper estsblished
west of the Vississippl River. It was est:zblished st St. Louis -
July 12, 18C8 snd was et first edited by Joseph Charless. In
1820 the paper was transferred to James C. Cummnins. Irn March
1822, Cwamins s0ld out to Edward Charlees, and under the new
mansge ent the name of the paper wss changed to the ‘lissouri
Reputlicen. This was sn anti-RBenton paper. 7T1e Missouri
Historicel Society et St. Lruis has files froa 1808 to Sept.

27, 1820.
¥issouri Republican.

The lMissouri Republican was under the management of
Edward Charless, and Company, and was edited by Jnsish Spaulding.
After 1826, Charless tecome sole proprietor. This was and
anti-Benton paper, and fazvored the Azericen System. The lMissouri
Historicel Society at St. Louis has coaplete files from Msrch,
1822.

Missouri Intelligencer.
’ The Uissouri Intelligencer was first established
at Franklin, Howard County, io., April 3, 1819, and was known
as the lissourli Intelligencer and Boane's Ljck Advertiser. It
wgs the first paper established west of St. Louis. The Editor
ves N. Patten. /ﬂh 1826, the paper vas moved to Fayette, and
in 1830, to OGolumbia. in 1835, it was bought by James S.Rollins,

and under the new management was known as the Patriot. After
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1826, this was an anti-Eenton paper, and it faveored Henry
Clay for President. The State Historical Society at Cclumbia
nes files from April 23,1819, to Tec. 5, 1835.

Enquirer.

The St. Louis Enquirer wss published at St. Louls
end was elited urnder the directicn of Zenton. 1Isaac . Henry
end E. aury were sseociated with him, and the paper w:s
publiehed under their name. Tne paper wazs used freely to ad-
vence Benton's politicsl interests in the Stste. The Missouri
Fistoricel Society et St. louis haes files from c<ept. 1, 1819
to sug.,30,1820.

Missouri Advocste.

The ‘iesouri Advocate wss first estsblished at
St. Chsrles, Mn., and was moved to St. Louis in 1826. It
combined with the o0ld St. Iouie Fnquirer and was a strong
“enton paper. The llercentile Library et ~t. Louis has'incom-
plete files froam Dec. 24, 1824 to Dec. 1826.

3eocon.

The Beacon wzc published at St. Louls snd was
edited by Charles Keemle and Charles Orr. The peper was a
continuation of the liissouri Advocate and St. Louis Fnquirer
eand first becsme known as the Beszcon ir118Z27. Under the new
neme it continued until 1832. It wes the leading Benton organ
of the State while it was in existence. The St. Lecuis Public

Librery has imcomplete files for 1829 and 1830.



Times.

The St. Iouis Times wzss establieshed at St. Louis
in 1829 by Stone end Miller, It continued until 1832. It
wag an anti-Benton paper, and favored Clay for President.
The Mercentile library at St. Louis has files from July 9,
1831 to ilsrch 1832.
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