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Nationally, TANF’s role as a safety net  

has declined sharply 



States are providing cash aid to a much 

smaller share of poor families under TANF  
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TANF cash benefits are very low and have 

eroded significantly over time 



TANF cases have declined dramatically, even 

when poverty, and deep poverty, increased 
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Half of TANF Funds Are Used for Core Purposes 



Major Tax Credits and Means-Tested Programs 

Lifted Millions Out of Poverty in 2012 (SPM) 
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Children who gained access to Food Stamps, 
fared better in the long term 
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More Money 

 

Better Child 

Outcomes 

Cash Assistance 

Work Activities  

High Quality Child Care 

Supportive Services 
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More Money 

More Stress 

?? Child Outcomes 

Cash Assistance 

Work Requirements 

Sanctions 

Child Care 
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Percentage of Work-Eligible 

Individuals by Activity for FY 2014 

Source: DHHS Administration for Children and Families 
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Lesley Turner, The Returns 

to Higher Education for 

Marginal Students: Evidence 

from Colorado Welfare 

Recipients, Table 2, 

September 15, 2015. 
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23% 

27% 

12% 

4% 

TANF Work Eligible Individuals by Age 

Under Age 20
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
Over 49

Source: CLASP,  

Young Adults and TANF,  

October 2015 
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