
Foundations Ranked by 9/11 Response Funding of $1 Million or More*

Foundation State Fdn Type Amount Pledged1 Purpose2 

1. Andrew W. Mellon Foundation NY IN $50,000,000 To support various NYC-based cultural and performing arts 
organizations directly affected by September 11, as well as 
city parks. Recipients of grants of specified amounts include 
the Alliance of Resident Theatres ($2,650,000), American 
Music Center ($2,650,000), New York Foundation for the 
Arts ($2,650,000). Support also for various small to mid-
sized museums and related arts groups, including the 
American Craft Museum, American Federation of Arts, 
American Folk Art Museum, American Museum of the 
Moving Image, Asia Society, Bronx Museum, Brooklyn 
Children's Museum, Children's Museum of Manhattan, 
College Art Association, Dahesh Museum, Drawing Center, 
El Museo del Barrio, Eldridge Street Project, Frances 
Tavern Museum, Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, 
International Center of Photography, Intrepid Sea, Air & 
Space Museum, Isabel O'Neill Foundation for Art of the 
Painted Finish, Jacques Marchais Museum of Tibetan Art, 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, Museum of African 
Art, Museum of Jewish Heritage, New Museum of 
Contemporary Art, New York Academy of Art, New York 
Studio School, Smithsonian Institution - National Museum of 
the American Indian, South Street Seaport Museum, Staten 
Island Children's Museum, and Staten Island Historical 
Society.

2. Lilly Endowment IN IN 30,000,000 To support the American Red Cross/Liberty Fund 
($10,000,000); Salvation Army ($10,000,000); and the 
UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund ($10,000,000).

3. Ford Foundation NY IN 11,500,000 To support relief and recovery funds and several NYC and 
DC-based nonprofits and intermediaries responding to the 
needs of individuals and groups not covered by other funds. 
Recipients include the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund 
($3,000,000); New York Community Trust, for expenses 
related to the September 11th Fund ($2,000,000); 
Washington Regional Association of Grantmakers 
($1,200,000); Legal Aid Society ($1,000,000); Fund for the 
City of New York ($1,000,000); Nonprofit Finance Fund 
($1,000,000); WNYC Foundation ($1,000,000); and Fenton 
Communications ($300,000). 

4. Starr Foundation NY IN 10,250,000 To support the New York Police and Fire Widows' and 
Children's Benefit Fund, for uniformed rescue workers and 
first responders ($8,000,000); New York City Police 
Foundation's Heroes Fund ($2,000,000); and the NYU 
Downtown Hospital, which played a significant role in the 
medical response immediately following the attacks and 
collapse of the WTC ($250,000). 

5. Atlantic Philanthropies3 NY IN 10,050,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund 
($10,000,000) and Meals On Wheels ($50,000).
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6. Carnegie Corporation of New York NY IN 10,000,000 To support post 9/11 needs of the metropolitan New York 
Community. Carnegie's first round of grants was given to 
NYC schools in Lower Manhattan to honor the role of 
teachers in the wake of the 9/11 attacks. Support for two 
school districts disproportionately affected by the attacks 
through grants to establish model libraries in elementary 
schools ($800,000) and for two teacher support projects 
($600,000); for schools evacuated immediately after the 
attacks, including Stuyvesant High School, the High School 
of Economics and Finance, and the High School of 
Leadership and Public Service ($100,000 each); and for 
schools that provided temporary homes for dislocated 
students, including Brooklyn Technical High School, 
Norman Thomas High School, and Fashion Industries High 
School  ($50,000 each). Support also for hard-hit public 
broadcasting outlets that serve the NYC metro area and the 
nation, including WNYC Radio ($500,000), Channel 13 
WNET ($500,000), National Public Radio ($250,000), public 
television's NewsHour ($250,000), and WBUR Radio 
($100,000).

7. Robin Hood Foundation NY PC 7,000,000 To create the Robin Hood Relief Fund. The foundation has 
raised an additional $52.6 million, mainly from individuals, 
to endow the Fund. To date, The Fund has distributed 
$30,200,000 of donated funds in three main areas: grants 
to organizations providing direct cash relief, food, and 
emergency social services to victims; grants to 
organizations providing employment assistance to victims 
left jobless; and grants to organizations reaching out to 
victims less able to access charitable relief. Recipients 
include: Safe Horizon ($7,600,000), Twin Towers Fund 
($3,026,250), Food for Survival ($1,200,000), HealthCare 
Chaplaincy ($200,000), Community YMCA, Red Bank, NJ 
($130,000), Asian Americans for Equality ($125,000), WTC 
Ground Zero Relief ($100,000), Center for Hope ($80,000), 
Reconciliation and Culture Cooperation Network 
(RACCOON) ($80,000), the Central Labor Rehabilitation 
Council of New York ($50,000), Abraham House ($25,000),
Association to Benefit Children ($25,000), Community Food 
Resource Center ($25,000), Little Sisters of the Assumption 
Family Health Service ($25,000), Bloomingdale Family 
Program ($5,000), HELP USA ($500,000), Borough of 
Manhattan Community College (BMCC) ($350,000), 
Women’s Housing and Economic Development Corp. 
($175,000), the Hope Program ($50,000), Newtel 
($50,000), Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow ($30,000), 
MARC ($20,000), Asociacion Tepeyac ($600,000), 
Children’s Health Fund ($450,000), Church Avenue 
Merchants Block Association, Inc. (CAMBA) ($100,000), 
New York City Mission Society ($95,000), the Family Center 
($30,000), New Alternatives for Children ($25,000), Queens 
Child Guidance Center ($25,000), Comprehensive 
Development, Inc. ($10,000), HIV Law Center ($10,000), 
and the Andrew Glover Youth Program ($3,000). 

8. John S. and James L. Knight Foundation FL IN 5,500,000 To support various relief and post-terrorist attack activities 
($5,000,000); and for memorial efforts for hijacking victims 
of Flight 93 ($500,000).



9. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation NJ IN 5,300,000 To support healthcare organizations in the NY area that 
have suffered disruptions due to the attacks. Recipients 
include: the United Hospital Fund in New York City to 
expedite Medicaid enrollment, the Committee for Hispanic 
Children and Families for disaster relief counseling, and the 
Families and Work Institute to develop a guide to assist 
educators nationally to help children cope with such crises. 
Recipients of emergency funding include: the Trauma 
Intervention Program of Merrimack Valley (MA), which 
provided comfort kits to 100 area churches and 75 families 
immediately impacted by the attacks ($3,000), and a private 
group providing winter clothes and equipment to recovery 
workers.

10. John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL IN 5,105,000 To support organizations addressing issues arising from 
September 11 related to strengthening the quality of public 
information and analysis, understanding the underlying 
causes of terrorism, and determining the implications for 
civil liberties. Recipients include WGBH Educational 
Foundation ($500,000); National Public Radio ($400,000); 
International Crisis Group, Belgium ($400,000); Aspen 
Institute Congressional Seminars ($300,000); Center for 
Budget and Policy Priorities ($250,000); Human Rights 
Watch ($250,000); Century Foundation ($250,000); 
International Rescue Committee ($250,000); American Civil 
Liberties Foundation ($250,000); National Opinion 
Research Center ($220,000); Physicians for Human Rights 
($200,000); Center for National Security Studies 
($200,000); National Mental Health Association ($150,000); 
National Academy of Sciences ($150,000); Kings College, 
London ($150,000); Brookings Institution ($150,000); 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting ($130,000); Carnegie 
Endowment of Washington ($130,000); Monterey Institute 
($100,000); Chicago Council on Foreign Relations 
($100,000); Lichtenstein Creative Media ($100,000); 
International Peace Academy ($100,000); Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights ($100,000); Midwest 
Immigrant and Human Rights Center ($75,000); National 
Video Resources ($65,000); Chicago Lawyers Committee 
for Civil Rights($ 65,000); Lumiere Productions ($50,000); 
and Crossroads Fund ($20,000).          

11. Rockefeller Foundation NY IN 5,000,000 To support low-income jobless workers and families of 
missing workers, and for various organizations providing 
protection and support to Arab, South Asian, and Muslim 
communities in New York City ($4,500,000); and to HERE-
SEIU/Service Employees International Union for the SEUI 
Education and Support Fund ($500,000).

12. Charles Stewart Mott Foundation MI IN 3,140,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund 
($1,000,000) and various organizations dealing with the 
aftermath of the attacks, including American Red Cross-
Flint County Chapter ($300,000); United Way of Flint 
County ($300,000); After-School Corporation ($300,000); 
People in Need Foundation ($250,000); Community 
Foundation of Greater Flint for the 100 Club of Flint 
Endowment ($200,000); International Crisis Group, Belgium 
($200,000); Salvation Army-Flint Area Chapter ($100,000); 
Genesee County Board of Commissioners for the 
Emergency Reponse Vehicle Fund ($100,000); Arab 
Community Center for Economic and Social Services 
($100,000); ACCION New York ($100,000); Advertising 
Council ($100,000); Carelift International ($50,000); and 
Harvard University ($40,000).   



13. Annie E. Casey Foundation MD IN 3,000,000 To provide assistance to the children and families directly 
affected by the attacks. Casey also provided family and 
crisis counselors from its direct services unit to assist with 
trauma counseling for immediately impacted victims and 
their families, and staff to assist the September 11th Fund 
in setting up operations.

14. Lumina Foundation for Education MN IN 3,000,000 To support the Families of Freedom Scholarship Fund of 
the Citizens Scholarship Foundation, for post-secondary 
education support for financially needy children and 
spouses of deceased victims of the attacks ($2,000,000 
plus $1,000,000 in the form of matching grants).

15. Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation IL IN 2,500,000 To support the Tribune Disaster Relief Fund, for grants to 
organizations providing services to the victims of the 
attacks, their families, and those in the impacted 
communities (in the form of matching gifts). Recipients 
include: Safe Horizon ($500,000), American Red Cross 
($500,000), Community Service Society ($500,000), 
Catholic Charities ($350,000), Salvation Army of Greater 
NY ($350,000), NY Police & Fire Widows and Childrens 
Benefit Fund ($250,000), John Jay College Fund 
($200,000) Lutheran Social Services ($200,000), Family 
Service League ($150,000), Family & Child Services of DC 
($125,000) and the USO ($25,000).

16. Alfred P. Sloan Foundation NY IN 2,500,000 To support the UW-NYCT-September 11th Fund 
($1,000,000) and various relief organizations. Support also 
for the creation of a September 11 Digital Archive by 
George Mason University (VA) and the City University of 
New York (NY) ($700,000).

17. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation WA IN 2,000,000 To support the New York Times 9/11 Neediest Fund 
($1,000,000); and the American Red Cross ($1,000,000).

18. New York Community Trust NY CM 2,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund.
19. Britney Spears Foundation NY PC 2,000,000 To support various organizations assisting the children of 

New York City police and firefighters.
20. Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation NJ IN 1,000,100 To support 45 previous grantees and other organizations 

active in the foundation's areas of giving---arts, education, 
Morris County, critical issues, and welfare of animals---for 
their extraordinary responses to the events of 9/11. 
Principal recipients include: Arts---Newark Museum 
($75,000), International Institute of NJ ($50,000), New 
Jersey Theatre Alliance ($40,000), Geraldine R. Dodge 
Poetry Program ($38,000), McCarter Theatre ($30,000), 
African Globe Performing Arts Organization ($25,000), New 
Jersey Repertory Company ($25,000); Critical Issues---NJN 
Foundation ($75,000), National Public Radio ($50,000), 
Rutgers Institute on Ethnicity, Culture & the Modern 
Enterprise ($45,000); Education---New Jersey Historical 
Society ($50,000), Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 
($35,000), Principal's Center for the Garden State 
($31,200), Rutgers University- Middle Eastern Studies 
($30,000); Morris County---Arts Council of the Morris Area 
($25,000).

21. Foundation of the Academy of Motion Pictures, Arts, & Sciences CA IN 1,000,000 To support various relief organizations.

22. Baton Rouge Area Community Foundation LA CM 1,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund, with all 
proceeds being earmarked for firefighters, police officers 
and their families. .

23. James Graham Brown Foundation KY IN 1,000,000 To  support the UW/NYCT-Sept. 11th Fund ($750,000); and 
the National Philanthropic Trust's September 11th 
Children's Fund ($250,000).



24. California Endowment CA IN 1,000,000 To aid displaced workers and their families laid off since 
September 11 through emergency housing and/or medical 
bill payment assistance; funding also used to help build a 
policy advocacy response to educate decision-makers 
about the plight of these workers. (Grant is part of a 
cooperative effort of Kaiser Permanente and the California 
Endowment in conjunction with the Los Angles Alliance for 
a New Economy and the Hotel Employees and Restaurant 
Employees (HERE) Union.)

25. Carrey Family Trust IN 1,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund.
26. Jack Kent Cooke Foundation VA IN 1,000,000 To support foundation's Bridge to Tomorrow Grant Fund, a 

college education fund for families affected by the attacks.
27. Michael and Susan Dell Foundation TX IN 1,000,000 To support the American Red Cross/Liberty Fund (in the 

form of matching gifts).
28. Dillon Fund NY IN 1,000,000 To support the American Red Cross/Liberty Fund (in the 

form of matching gifts).
29. Fred L. Emerson Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund.
30. William Randolph Hearst Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support the Asian American Federation of New York, for 

technical assistance programs and recovery efforts 
following the WTC disaster ($100,000); and various other 
organizations, including the American Red Cross and 
United Way ($900,000).

31. Knights of Columbus CT PC 1,000,000 To support the victims of the attacks.
32. Lindwood University MD PC 1,000,000 To support the Families of Freedom Scholarship Fund of 

the Citizen's Scholarship Foundation of America (in the 
form of matching gifts).

33. Lucille Lortel Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support New York-based not-for-profit theaters.
34. Ronald McDonald House Charities IL PC 1,000,000 To support various organizations.
35. Samuel I. Newhouse Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support the Twin Towers Fund.
36. Rockefeller Brothers Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support relief and rebuilding efforts in New York City and 

selected strategic, long-term initiatives at the national and 
international levels.

37. Edmond J. Safra Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support the New York Times 9/11 Neediest Fund. 
38. Surdna Foundation NY IN 1,000,000 To support various relief and recovery organizations.
39. TIAA-CREF NY PC 1,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund.
40. Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation MD IN 1,000,000 To support the UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund.

Source: The Foundation Center, February 2002.
*Includes independent and family foundations (IN) and community (CM) and other public (PC) foundations.
1Giving information on foundations included in this table is based on data reported through February 1, 2002. This table will be updated periodically.

3An independent endowed philanthropy whose principal domicile is outside the U.S., it operates like an independent foundation and maintains a grant selection and administration 
office in New York.

2In this table, "UW/NYCT-September 11th Fund" is an abbreviated name for the September 11th Fund established by the United Way of New York City and the New York Community 
Trust; "American Red Cross/Liberty Fund" encompasses all donations to the national office of the American Red Cross related to the 9/11 tragedy, including donations earmarked for 
the Disaster Relief Fund, the Liberty Disaster Relief Fund, and the Liberty Fund.


