-

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byf’f CORE

provided by Kent Academic Repository

Kent Academic Repository
Full text document (pdf)

Citation for published version

Karydis, Nikolaos (2011) A Byzantine Outpost in the West. Review of: Ravenna in late Antiquity
by Mauskopf Deliyannis, Deborah. Sacred Architecture, 20 . pp. 28-29. ISSN 1535-9387.

DOl

Link torecord in KAR
http://kar.kent.ac.uk/59389/

Document Version

Author's Accepted Manuscript

Copyright & reuse

Content in the Kent Academic Repository is made available for research purposes. Unless otherwise stated all
content is protected by copyright and in the absence of an open licence (eg Creative Commons), permissions
for further reuse of content should be sought from the publisher, author or other copyright holder.

Versions of research

The version in the Kent Academic Repository may differ from the final published version.

Users are advised to check http://kar.kent.ac.uk for the status of the paper. Users should always cite the
published version of record.

Enquiries
For any further enquiries regarding the licence status of this document, please contact:
researchsupport@kent.ac.uk

If you believe this document infringes copyright then please contact the KAR admin team with the take-down
information provided at http://kar.kent.ac.uk/contact.html

KAR e

Kent Academic Repository


https://core.ac.uk/display/74209177?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

The Survival of Ravenna

Review of: Deborah Mauskopf DeliyannRavenna in Late Antiquity,
Cambridge University Press, New York: 2010

Dr. Nikolaos D. Karydis

The preservation in Ravenna of more thaelte churches of fifth and sixth century
date offers the rare opportunity to study firtory of a major urban center of the late
Antique period. The famous early ChristiardeByzantine churches of this city, most
of them restored drastically in the".8nd the 28 centuries, display a wide variety of
sophisticated architectural forms, alongsidentless examples of mosaic decoration,
fresco, and polychromous marble reveti@ihis precious heritage, correctly
interpreted with the help of written recoralsd inscriptions, has the potential to shed
light on the complex artistic and cultuddvelopments that marked the transition
from the last centuries of Antiquity the Middle Ages. This subject has been
repeatedly explored in the past. The staddeorks of F. W. Deichmann, as well as
numerous scholarly publications investigate individual monuments and illuminate
particular aspects of the history of I&atigue Ravenna. The recent book by Deborah
Mauskopf Deliyannis constitutes the lateshtribution to this field. Skillfully
interweaving the evidence of written iesbnies with the interpretation of

architectural forms, frescoes and mosaics, this publication seeks to recount, for the
first time in English, the history of Ravenfram the Roman times through the end of
the Byzantine period.

This survey organizes this vasibject chronologically, infe main chapters. It starts
with an attempt to visualize the ciyring the Roman period, when it gradually
became a major military and naval baskhdugh the evidence is limited, the author
assembles all the information availablgtesent a sketchy overview of the Roman
city. Chapter three outlinesettonditions in which early"5century Ravenna,
occupying a site considered defensible, well connected to Constantinople, easily
provisioned and lacking arshg pagan establishmebgcame the capital of the
Western Roman Empire. The meticulous sys/of monuments such as Santa Croce
and the “Mausoleum of Gala Placidia” fothe core of this section. These surveys
combine the careful analysis of architectdoaims and structures with the description
and interpretation of the surviving mosaics.

The following two chapters treat one oétmost interesting phases in Ravenna’s
history, the period during which the ciyas the capital ahe Ostrogothic Kingdom.
The survival of a series of churches sebuknown to have been used by Goths
makes Ravenna the best site to studyraothic sacred arnd architecture. The
author carefully surveys major churctsegh as Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, but also
draws attention to lesser known monumesuish as the Capella Archivescovile,
describing them thoroughly and reviewitigm within thei broad cultural
framework. Deliyannis also pays particutdtention to the icoography of this period
and its symbolism, refers to the th@sriconcerning Arian and Orthodox stylistic
concepts, but avoids making a cleat-distinction beveen the two.
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Chapter six is dedicated to early Byzantieevenna, tracing the history of the city
from the Byzantine reconquestthe end of the"century. This section includes
surveys of the churches of San Vitale and Sant’Apollinare in Classe. As usual, the
reader is impressed by the multifaceted reatif the approach. Based on the careful
consideration of all available sources, ththaupays equal attention to architectural
forms, structures and iconography. The boo#tsewith a short chapter on the history
of the city as capital of the Byzantine Exarchate (AD 600 — 850). This refers to a
period whose cultural, politad, and economic establishments are radically different
from the ones of late Antiquity. Still, treuthor explains how essential parts of the
late Antique city kept being maintatheadmired and recorded throughout the Middle
Ages. It is partly in this period of maanance that the keys the survival of
Ravenna’s late Antique monumahfabric are to be found.

It is difficult to do justice to the high gliy and wide scope of this book. Its approach
to the history of early Christian amyzantine Ravenna stimulates reflection by
combining evidence from buildings and aaeblogical records with information from
written testimonies. Embodying all the latestearch, the book allows inaccessible
information to be used and understood. Gndther hand, the reader may register few
limitations. For instance, more numerous a&aded illustrations (such as graphic
reconstructions and three dimensional dngs) would help t@apture the most
complex and opaque aspects of Ravenaghitecture and urban forms. More
importantly, the fact that almost all tearviving monuments are churches makes for
a treatment that tends to emphasize thdysof ecclesiastical art and architecture.
Still, these points do not detract from tireat merit of this work once its scope and
limits are realized. The wealtf information in this book, and the vast knowledge it
displays and organizes intocoherent picture make it arvaluable resource for all
students of Ravenna’s hisypiart, and architecture.



