
Kent Academic Repository
Full text document (pdf)

Copyright & reuse

Content in the Kent Academic Repository is made available for research purposes. Unless otherwise stated all

content is protected by copyright and in the absence of an open licence (eg Creative Commons), permissions 

for further reuse of content should be sought from the publisher, author or other copyright holder. 

Versions of research

The version in the Kent Academic Repository may differ from the final published version. 

Users are advised to check http://kar.kent.ac.uk for the status of the paper. Users should always cite the 

published version of record.

Enquiries

For any further enquiries regarding the licence status of this document, please contact: 

researchsupport@kent.ac.uk

If you believe this document infringes copyright then please contact the KAR admin team with the take-down 

information provided at http://kar.kent.ac.uk/contact.html

Citation for published version

Perry, Ryan M M  (2010) Objectification, Identity and the Late Medieval Codex.    In: Hamling,
Tara and Richardson, Catherine, eds. Everyday Objects: medieval and early modern material
culture and its meanings.   Ashgate, UK, pp. 309-319. ISBN 978-0-7546-6637-0.

DOI

Link to record in KAR

http://kar.kent.ac.uk/59368/

Document Version

Publisher pdf

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Kent Academic Repository

https://core.ac.uk/display/74209166?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


22

ObjectięcationǰȱIdentityȱandȱtheȱLateȱMedievalȱCodex

Ryan Perry

Theȱselfȱisȱinvariablyȱshapedȱinȱcomplexȱrelationȱtoȱtheȱobjectsȱthatȱsurroundȱitǯȱ
WeȱareȱdeęnedȱinȱrespectȱofȱourȱtastesȱȮȱthroughȱstylesȱofȱfurnitureǰȱclothingǰȱ
carsǲȱ throughȱourȱpredilectionȱ forȱ sunȬdriedȱ tomatoesǰȱ forȱmaltȱwhiskyǰȱ forȱ
abstractȱartǰȱorȱwhateverǯȱ Interactionsȱwithȱmaterialsȱ testifyȱ toȱwhoȱweȱareǰȱ
andȱ accordingȱ toȱ someȱ anthropologistsǰȱ theȱ belongingsȱ weȱ accrueȱ mightȱ
evenȱ beȱ understoodȱ asȱ extensionsȱ ofȱ ourȱ personhoodǰȱ withȱ blurredȱ linesȱ
betweenȱsubjectsȱandȱtheȱobjectsȱtheyȱaccrueǯŗȱOurȱthingsȱpublicallyȱproclaimȱ
somethingȱofȱourȱidentitiesȱinȱaȱmuchȱmoreȱobviousȱsenseȱthanȱourȱnamesȱorȱ
ourȱĚeetingȱspokenȱwordsǯ
Exploringȱ theȱ relationshipȱ betweenȱ materialȱ thingsȱ andȱ theȱ typesȱ ofȱ

identityȱ theyȱmayȱ haveȱ producedȱmightȱ beȱ especiallyȱ fruitfulȱ inȱ referenceȱ
toȱ aȱ societyȱwhereȱ soȱmanyȱmaterialȱ productionsȱ areȱ bespokeǰȱ areȱdirectlyȱ
tailoredȱforǰȱandȱinȱsomeȱrespectsȱdesignedȱbyȱtheirȱconsumersǯȱPreȬindustrialȱ
consumersȱwereȱregularlyȱinvolvedȱnotȱonlyȱinȱtheȱutilisationȱofȱtheȱobjectsȱ
theyȱ ownedǰȱ butȱ inȱ theȱ productionȱ processȱ tooǯȱ Regardingȱ theȱ ornamentalȱ
featuresȱ ofȱmanuscriptsǰȱ theȱ initialsǰȱ bordersȱ andȱminiaturesȱ thatȱ adornȱ soȱ
manyȱmedievalȱbooksǰȱKathleenȱScoĴȱassertsȱthatȱȁtheȱultimateȱdecisionȱforȱtheȱ
typeȱofȱillustrativeȱformatȱwouldǰȱforȱreasonsȱofȱcostǰȱhaveȱremainedȱwithȱtheȱ
patronǰȱnotȱtheȱbookȱdesignerȂǯŘȱPatronsȱofȱmedievalȱmanuscriptȱproductionȱ
wereȱnotȱonlyȱconsumersȱofȱobjectsȱproducedȱbyȱartisansǰȱbutȱwillȱhaveȱoĞenȱ
hadȱanȱinputȱintoȱtheȱdesignȱofȱtheȱcodexǰȱandȱwillȱregularlyȱhaveȱprovidedȱ
theȱbookȱproducerȱwithȱtheȱexemplarǻsǼȱtoȱbeȱcopiedȱintoȱtheȱcommissionedȱ

ŗȱ ForȱseminalȱdiscussionsȱofȱtheȱideaȱofȱȁpartibleȂȱorȱȁdistributedȱpersonhoodȂȱseeȱMǯȱ
StrathernǰȱTheȱGenderȱofȱ theȱGiĞȱ ǻBerkeleyǰȱCAǰȱŗşŞŞǼǲȱandȱAlfredȱGellǰȱArt and Agency: An 

Anthropological Theory ǻOxfordǰȱŗşşŞǼǯȱ
Řȱ KathleenȱScoĴǰȱȁDesignǰȱDecorationȱandȱIlluminationȂǰȱinȱJeremyȱGriĜthsȱandȱDerekȱ

PearsallȱǻedsǼǰȱBook Production and Publishing in Britain 1375�1475ȱǻCambridgeǰȱŗşŞşǼǰȱpǯȱŚŘǯ



EѣђџѦёюѦȱOяїђѐѡѠřŗŖ

volumeǯȱTheȱartisansȱresponsibleȱ forȱproducingȱ theȱmedievalȱcodexȱshouldȱ
oĞenȱbeȱconsideredȱasȱaȱconduitȱforȱtheȱcreativeȱagencyȱofȱtheȱpatronǯ
Codicologicalȱ inquiryȱ hasȱ everȱ beenȱ concernedȱ withȱ probingȱ theȱ

idiosyncraticȱ characterȱ ofȱ aȱ bookȂsȱ constructionǱȱ howȱ doȱ theȱ manuscriptȂsȱ
materialȱfeaturesȱȮȱitsȱqualityǰȱdecorationǰȱtypeȱofȱscriptǰȱdimensionsǰȱdialectȱ
employedȱ andȱ soȱ onȱ Ȯȱ combineȱ toȱ provideȱ insightsȱ intoȱ theȱmanufactureǰȱ
ownershipȱ andȱ patronageȱ ofȱ aȱ manuscriptǵȱ Theȱ medievalȱ bookȱ hasȱ thusȱ
traditionallyȱ beenȱ studiedȱ inȱ directȱ relationȱ toȱ itsȱ creationǱȱ theȱ agencyȱ ofȱ
itsȱ producersǰȱ patronsȱ andȱ audiencesȱ isȱ regularlyȱ understoodȱ inȱ respectȱ ofȱ
thatȱ momentȱ ofȱ manufacturingȱ creativityǰȱ andȱ theȱ productionȱ isȱ analysedȱ
accordingȱtoȱtheȱprocessesȱthatȱshapedȱitsȱexistenceǯȱItȱmakesȱsenseǰȱinȱlightȱ
ofȱtheȱmaterialistȱfocusȱofȱcodicologicalȱanalysisǰȱtoȱrevisitȱtheȱmedievalȱcodexȱ
inȱ lightȱ ofȱ anthropologicalȱ accountsȱ ofȱmaterialityȱ andȱ consumerismǯȱ Suchȱ
approachesȱallowȱforȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱaȱmethodologyȱthatȱaĴendsȱtoȱtheȱ
statusȱofȱbooksȱasȱdesiredȱobjectsȱwithinȱlaterȱmedievalȱcultureǯȱRatherȱthanȱ
merelyȱquestioningȱhowȱaudiencesȱrespondedȱtoȱaȱgivenȱtextǰȱthisȱessayȱasksȱ
whatȱdidȱtheȱsynthesisȱofȱbookȱand textȱmeanȱtoȱmedievalȱpatronsǵȱStudiesȱinȱ
artȱhistoryǰȱarchaeologyȱandȱmaterialȱculturalȱhaveȱalertedȱusǰȱforȱexampleǰȱtoȱ
howȱpeopleȱobjectięedȱtheirȱsocialȱaspirationsȱthroughȱtheȱclothesȱthatȱtheyȱ
woreǰȱtheirȱmaterialȱpossessionsǰȱandȱevenȱtheȱfoodȱtheyȱateǯȱPierreȱBourdieuȂsȱ
theoriesȱ ofȱ objectięcationȱ haveȱ beenȱ vastlyȱ inĚuentialȱ inȱ anthropologicalȱ
accountsȱofȱmaterialityȱandȱhowȱidentityȱmightȱbeȱconstructedȱandȱadvertisedȱ
throughȱmaterialȱthingsǱ

PeopleȂsȱtastesȱandȱpreferencesǰȱtheirȱlifestylesȱandȱpaĴernsȱofȱconsumptionȱ
areȱobjectięedȱthroughȱtheȱclothesȱtheyȱbuyȱandȱhowȱtheyȱwearȱthemǰȱ
theȱfoodȱtheyȱeatȱandȱtheirȱtableȱmannersǰȱtheȱkindsȱofȱcarsȱtheyȱdriveȱ
andȱsoȱonǰȱinȱaȱsystematicȱandȱpredictableȱmannerǯȱBourdieuȱisȱinterestedȱ
inȱnotȱjustȱdocumentingȱdiěerencesȱinȱȁtastesȂȱandȱlifestylesǰȱbutȱinȱhowȱ
theseȱareȱmobilizedȱinȱstrugglesȱforȱstatusȱandȱprestigeȱandȱnaturalizedȱinȱ
variousȱwaysǰȱmadeȱtoȱappearȱtoȱbeȱselfȬevidentȱandȱnonȬarbitraryǯř

Theȱsumptuaryȱlegislationȱofȱtheȱlaterȱmedievalȱperiodȱprovidesȱaȱdocumentaryȱ
echoȱofȱBourdieuȂsȱideaȱofȱȁculturalȱcapitalȂǰȱwithȱmaterialsǰȱfoodsȱandȱstylesȱ
ofȱclothingȱcodięedȱinȱaȱhierarchyȱintendedȱtoȱmapȱontoȱaȱsocietyȱstratięedȱ
bothȱthroughȱlineageȱandǰȱincreasinglyǰȱdisposableȱwealthǯŚȱItȱhasȱlongȱbeenȱ
notedȱthatȱtheȱrepeatedȱaĴemptsȱtoȱupdateȱtheȱsumptuaryȱlegislationȱinȱtheȱ
periodȱindicatesȱthatȱtheȱlawsȱinvitedȱtransgressionȱbyȱaspirantȱmembersȱofȱ
societyǯȱ Theȱ lawsȱ enshrinedȱ taxonomiesȱ forȱ theȱ materialȱ representationȱ ofȱ
socialȱ statusǰȱ andȱ encodedȱ aȱ templateȱ forȱmanifestingȱ aȱ particularȱ sociallyȱ

řȱ ChristopherȱTilleyǰȱ ȁObjectięcationȂǰȱ inȱChristopherȱTilleyȱ etȱ alǯȱ ǻedsǼǰȱHandbook of 

Material CultureȱǻLondonǰȱŘŖŖśǼǰȱpǯȱŜŝǯ
Śȱ Forȱaȱstudyȱexploringȱ theȱ legislationȱfromȱsuchȱaȱperspectiveȱseeȱClaireȱSponslerǰȱ

ȁNarratingȱtheȱSocialȱOrderǱȱMedievalȱClothingȱLawsȂǰȱCLIOǰȱŘŗȦřȱǻŗşşŘǼǱȱŘŜśȮŞřǯ
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exclusiveȱ identityǯȱ Ironicallyǰȱ theȱ sumptuaryȱ legislationȱ mayȱ haveȱ thusȱ
providedȱtheȱbasisȱ forȱ itsȱownȱsubversionǰȱparticularlyȱ forȱ theȱaspirantǰȱ soȬ
calledȱȁselfȬfashioningȂȱmiddleȱclassesǯȱBooksȱtooǰȱalthoughȱnotȱproscribedȱbyȱ
sumptuaryȱ lawǰȱ neverthelessȱ couldȱ representȱ formsȱ ofȱ exclusivityȱ throughȱ
whichȱconsumersȱmightȱexpressȱvariousȱformsȱofȱstatusȱandȱidentityǯȱAgainǰȱ
BourdieuȂsȱideaȱofȱȁculturalȱcapitalȂȱhasȱbearingȱonȱtheȱobjectifyingȱpotentialȱ
ofȱbooksǱ

PeopleȱareȱarguedȱtoȱbeȱinvolvedȱinȱaȱneverȬendingȱstruggleȱwithȱ
regardȱtoȱdiěerentȱformsȱofȱcapitalǱȱeconomicȱǻmoneyǰȱaccessȱtoȱmaterialȱ
resourcesǼǰȱsocialȱǻnetworksȱwithȱotherȱpersonsǼǰȱculturalȱǻlegitimateȱandȱ
legitimatedȱknowledgesǼǰȱsymbolicȱǻprestigeȱandȱsocialȱhonourǼǯś

Booksȱhaveȱtheȱpotentialȱtoȱintersectȱwithȱeachȱofȱtheȱvariousȱęeldsȱofȱculturalȱ
capitalȱdiscussedȱhereǯȱInȱtermsȱofȱeconomicȱcapitalǰȱcommissioningȱaȱbookȱ
wasȱaȱrelativelyȱcostlyȱprocessǰȱandȱmateriallyȱsumptuousȱproductionsȱcouldȱ
beȱextraordinarilyȱsoǯȱTheȱsubjectȱmaĴerȱofȱbooksȱcanȱbeȱemblematicȱofȱhighȱ
culturalȱ formsȱ throughȱ textsȱ associatedȱ withǰȱ sayǰȱ courtlyȱ readingȱ tastesȱ
ǻromanceȱęctionǰȱbooksȱonȱhuntingǰȱonȱmartialȱpracticeǰȱorȱheraldryǼǰȱorȱtheyȱ
mightȱalternatelyȱmanifestȱempoweringȱscientięcǰȱphilosophicalȱandȱreligiousȱ
wisdomǯȱDiěerentȱkindsȱofȱbooksȱmightȱrepresentȱfashionableȱliteraryȱtastesȱ
orȱscholasticȱknowledgeǲȱperhapsȱmoreȱ importantlyǰȱbooksȱrecordȱaccessȱ toȱ
socialȱnetworksȱȮȱtoȱpossessȱaȱcopyȱofȱaȱtextȱisȱalsoȱtoȱconterminouslyȱpossessȱ
aȱ directȱ andȱpersonalȱ linkȱ toȱ anȱ ownerȱ ofȱ aȱ copyȬtextǱȱ inȱ preȬprintȱ cultureȱ
oneȱneedsȱęrstlyȱ toȱknowȱaboutȱ theȱexistenceȱofȱaȱbookȱandȱthenȱtoȱobtainȱ
itȱ soȱ thatȱ itȱmightȱbeȱcopiedȱȮȱbooksȱ thusȱhaveȱ theȱpotentialȱ toȱ recordȱandȱ
celebrateȱ forȱ theirȱ ownersȱ variousȱ aĜliationsǰȱ friendshipsǰȱ marriagesȱ andȱ
linksȱbetweenȱassociatedȱpeopleȱandȱinstitutionsȱȮȱasȱRalphȱHannaȱwritesȱinȱ
Pursuing HistoryǱ

Theȱtransmissionȱofȱǳȱtextȱdidȱnotȱoccurȱinȱvacuoǰȱbutȱinȱrealȱplacesȱ
amongȱrealȱpersonsȱǳȱThisȱperceptionȱǳȱmustȱimplyȱsomeȱphysicalȱ
contactȱbetweenȱbookȱproducersȱandǰȱthusǰȱtheȱlinesȱofȱcommunicationȱ
thatȱimplicitlyȱestablishȱevidenceȱforȱmaterialȱliteraryȱcommunitiesǯŜ

Becauseȱofȱtheȱnecessityȱofȱaȱsocialȱandȱmaterialȱbondȱforȱtheȱdisseminationȱ
ofȱ textsǰȱ theirȱ transmissionȱ wouldȱ ǻunlikeȱ materialsȱ suchȱ asȱ clothesȱ andȱ
foodsǼǰȱ beȱ arbitrarilyȱ restrictedǰȱ asȱ textsȱ circulatedȱwithinȱ theirȱ ȁincestuousȂȱ
textualȱcommunitiesǯȱThereforeǰȱalthoughȱrelativelyȱ fewȱtextsȱ ǻsuchȱasȱ textsȱ
containingȱ ȁsuspectȂȱ theologyǼȱ wereȱ encodedȱ withȱ explicitȱ prohibitionsȱ asȱ
toȱwhoȱmightȱ readȱorȱcopyȱ theȱbookǰȱ toȱobtainǰȱorȱevenȱ toȱbeȱawareȱofȱ theȱ

śȱ TilleyǰȱȁObjectięcationȂǰȱpǯȱŜŝǯ
Ŝȱ RalphȱHannaǰȱPursuing History: Middle English Manuscripts and Their TextsȱǻStanfordǰȱ

CAǰȱŗşşŜǼǰȱpǯȱŗŖǯ



EѣђџѦёюѦȱOяїђѐѡѠřŗŘ

materialȱexistenceȱofȱaȱworkȱwasȱconcomitantlyȱtoȱbeȱpartȱofȱaȱsocialȱnetworkǯȱ
EvenȱaȱworkȱsuchȱasȱNicholasȱLoveȂsȱMirror of the Blessed Life of Jesus Christǰȱ
aȱ textȱ oĞenȱ accompaniedȱ byȱArchbishopȱArundelȂsȱMemorandum thatȱ itȱ beȱ
ȁpublishedȱuniversallyȱforȱtheȱedięcationȱofȱtheȱfaithfulȂǰȱdidȱnotȱpenetrateȱintoȱ
sociallyȱdiverseȱownershipȱcontextsȱtoȱanyȱgreatȱdegreeǯŝȱTheȱextantȱcorpusȱ
ofȱmanuscriptsȱ suggestsȱ thatȱ theȱMirrorǰȱ preservedȱ largelyȱ inȱ goodȱqualityȱ
codicesǰȱinvariablyȱcirculatedȱbetweenȱsuchȱnetworksȱasȱreligiousȱinstitutionsȱ
andȱ theȱ gentryȱ aĜnitiesȱ orbitingȱ andȱ intersectingȱ withȱ nobleȱ householdsǯȱ
InȱArundelȂsȱMemorandumȱ theȱ ideaȱ ofȱ universalȱ publicationȱ shouldȱ notȱ beȱ
understoodȱasȱaȱwildlyȱunrealisticȱ aspirationȱ forȱuniversalȱ accessȱ toȱLoveȂsȱ
textǰȱbutȱratherȱaȱdocumentȱproposingȱthatȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱMirror needȱnotȱbeȱ
purposefullyȱdeniedǯ
Textsȱclearlyȱintersectȱwithȱvariousȱnexusesȱofȱpowerȱinȱwhichȱaȱparticularȱ

typeȱofȱknowledgeȱisȱeitherȱinstrumentalȱorȱculturallyȱvaluedǯȱTheȱparticipationȱ
inȱ aȱ cultureȱ whereȱ textsȱ areȱ loanedǰȱ giĞedȱ orȱ readȱ inȱ sharedȱ communalȱ
practicesȱallowsȱtheȱsubjectȱ toȱaccrueȱwhatȱoneȱmightȱ termȱaȱsocioȬdialectǯŞȱ
Theȱ booksȱ commissionedǰȱ borrowedȱ andȱ ownedȱ byȱ theȱ Pastonsǰȱ aȱ familyȱ
understoodȱbyȱscholarshipȱtoȱrepresentȱtheȱapotheosisȱofȱtheȱęĞeenthȬcenturyȱ
arrivisteȱgentryǰȱillustrateȱsomethingȱofȱtheȱroleȱofȱtextsȱinȱallowingȱpersonsȱtoȱ
gainȱandȱmanifestȱculturallyȱesteemedȱlinguisticȱandȱculturalȱregistersǯşȱInȱaȱ
leĴerȱfromȱThomasȱDaverseȱtoȱSirȱJohnȱPastonȱIIǰȱDaverseȱisȱableȱtoȱimplyȱhisȱ
friendȂsȱevidentȱsuccessȱinȱromanticȱpursuitsȱthroughȱreferenceȱtoȱbooksǲȱheȱ
promisesȱtoȱsendȱaȱvolumeȱthatȱhasȱbeenȱrequestedȱbyȱJohnǰȱaȱcopyȱofȱȁOuydeȱ
De Arte Amandi ǳȱďisȱnextȱwekeȂǰȱandȱjestsȱthatȱȁOuideȱDe Remedio wereȱmoreȱ
meteȱforȱyowȱǳȱYeȱbeȱtheȱbestȱcheserȱofȱaȱgentellwomanȱďatȱIȱknowǯȂŗŖȱSharedǰȱ
andȱculturallyȱprestigiousȱtextualȱknowledgeȱallowsȱtheȱmenȱtoȱengageȱinȱaȱ
homosocialȱdiscussionȱthatȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱbarelyȱcomprehensibleȱtoȱJohnȂsȱ
farmingȱforbearsǰȱonlyȱaȱfewȱgenerationsȱbackȱinȱtheȱPastonȱlineǯŗŗȱAmongȱtheȱ
booksȱmentionedȱinȱtheȱfamilyȂsȱcorrespondencesǰȱtheȱcodexȱdescribedȱbyȱitsȱ
mainȱwriterǰȱWilliamȱEbeshamǰȱasȱtheȱȁGreteȱBookeȂǰȱmightȱbeȱunderstoodȱasȱ

ŝȱ ForȱdiscussionȱandȱtheȱtranslationȱhereȱcitedȱofȱArundelȂsȱMemorandum seeȱMichaelȱ
GǯȱSargentȱ ǻedǯǼǰȱThe Mirror of the Blessed Life of Jesus Christ: A Full Critical Editionȱ ǻExeterǰȱ
ŘŖŖśǼǰȱintroǯȱppǯȱřŜȮŝǯ

Şȱ IȱamȱinĚuencedȱinȱthisȱconstructionȱbyȱMikhailȱBakhtinȂsȱdiscussionsȱofȱheteroglossiaǰȱ
particularlyȱinȱȁDiscourseȱinȱtheȱNovelȂǰȱinȱCarlȱEmersonȱǻtransǯǼǰȱMichaelȱHolquistȱǻedǯǼǰȱThe 

Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays by M.M. BakhtinȱǻAustinǰȱTXǰȱŗşŞŗǼǯ
şȱ MentionȱofȱbooksȱoccursȱfairlyȱregularlyȱinȱtheȱleĴersǰȱandȱparticularlyȱinȱrelationȱtoȱ

JohnȱPastonȱIIǲȱseeȱNormanȱDavisǰȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersȱandȱPapersȱofȱtheȱFiĞeenthȱCenturyǰȱ
řȱvolsǯȱEarlyȱEnglishȱTextȱSocietyȱsǯsǯȱŘŖȮŘŘȱǻOxfordǰȱŘŖŖŚȮŘŖŖśǼǯ

ŗŖȱ DavisǰȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersǰȱvolǯȱŘǰȱpǯȱřŝşǯ
ŗŗȱ JohnȂsȱ greatȬgrandfatherȱ Clementȱ hadȱ beenȱ aȱ husbandmanǲȱ forȱ discussionȱ ofȱ theȱ

PastonȂsȱcontentiousȱheritageȱseeȱColinȱRichmondǰȱTheȱPastonȱFamilyȱinȱtheȱFiĞeenthȱCenturyǱȱ
The First PhaseȱǻCambridgeǰȱŗşşŖǼȱppǯȱŗȮŘŘǲȱforȱfurtherȱexamplesȱofȱJohnȱPastonȱIIȂsȱliteraryȱ
interestsȱseeȱKarenȱCherewatukǰȱ ȁAuralȱandȱWriĴenȱReceptionȱinȱSirȱJohnȱPastonǰȱMaloryǰȱ
andȱCaxtonȂǰȱEssays in Medieval StudiesǰȱŘŗȱǻŘŖŖŚǼǱȱŗŘřȮřŗǯ
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embodyingȱtheȱnewlyȱacquiredȱideologiesȱwithȱwhichȱtheȱfamilyȱnowȱinvestedȱ
itselfǯŗŘȱTheȱbookǰȱidentięedȱbyȱAǯIǯȱDoyleȱasȱBritishȱLibraryȱLansdowneȱMSȱ
ŘŞśȱǻIllustrationȱŘŘǯŗǼǰȱcontainedȱaȱnumberȱofȱchivalricȱtreatisesǰȱrangingȱfromȱ
textsȱ onȱ coronationȱ andȱ knightingȱ ceremoniesȱ andȱ accountsȱ ofȱ relativelyȱ
recentȱ joustingȱchallengesȱ toȱ textsȱdealingȱwithȱconductǰȱwarȱandȱstatecraĞȱ
includingȱStephenȱScropeȂsȱEpistle of OtheaǰȱanȱEnglishȱtranslationȱofȱVegitiusȂsȱ
De Re MilitariȱandȱLydgateȂsȱtranslationȱofȱSecreta SecretorumǯŗřȱThereȱisȱliĴleȱ
doubtȱthatȱthisȱisȱtheȱsameȱcodexȱSirȱJohnȱPastonȱIIȱmentionsȱinȱhisȱinventoryȱ
ȁoěȱEnglyssheȱbokisȂǰȱwhereȱheȱtellinglyȱcharacterisesȱtheȱcompilationȱofȱtextsȱ
asȱȁmyȱbokeȱofȱknyghthodȂǯŗŚȱ
Theȱ similarityȱ ofȱmuchȱ ofȱ theȱ contentsȱ ofȱ theȱ ȁGreteȱ BookeȂȱ toȱ thoseȱ inȱ

anotherȱ contemporaryȱ codexǰȱ Pierpontȱ Morganȱ Libraryȱ MSȱ ŝŝśȱ ǻthoughȱ
theȱ textsȱ areȱ diěerentlyȱ orderedǼǰȱ appearsȱ toȱ demonstrateȱ thatȱ aȱ coreȱ ofȱ
textsȱwereȱunderstoodȱbyȱotherȱpatronsȱasȱformingȱaȱcoherentȱanthologyȱonȱ
ȁknighthodȂǯŗśȱIfȱDoyleȱisȱrightȱthatȱeitherȱtheȱPierpontȱMorganȱMSȱorȱaȱsharedȱ
exemplarȱwasȱaȱsourceȱforȱtheȱPastonȱbookǰȱthenȱitȱisȱclearȱthatȱJohnȱaddedȱ
toȱhisȱexemplarȱaȱsubstantialȱfurtherȱlayeringȱofȱtextsǰȱsomeȱfortyȱorȱsoȱinȱallǰȱ
andȱlargelyȱwithȱaȱfocusȱonȱtheȱceremonialȱdetailȱofȱheraldicȱpresentationȱandȱ
knightlyȱdecorumǯȱItȱisȱliĴleȱsurpriseȱthatȱtheȱbookȱsubsequentlyȱcameȱintoȱtheȱ
possessionȱofȱheraldsǰȱwhoȱaddedȱtheirȱownȱheraldicȱtreatisesȱtoȱtheȱexamplesȱ
compiledȱbyȱPastonǯŗŜȱTheȱparallelȱcontentsȱandȱperhapsȱmoreȱtellinglyǰȱ theȱ
itemsȱJohnȱPastonȱaddedȱtoȱcompleteȱhisȱbookȱrevealȱaȱpatronȱwhoȱwantedȱ
hisȱ ownȱ copiesȱ ofȱ textsȱ onȱ theȱmoralǰȱ ritualisticȱ andȱ emblematicȱ cultureȱofȱ
chivalricȱ selfȬrepresentationǯȱ Itȱ shouldȱbeȱnotedȱ thatȱ theȱ ȁGreteȱBookeȂȱwasȱ
madeȱonlyȱŗŚȱyearsȱaĞerȱtheȱPastonȂsȱownȱǻuĴerlyȱandȱknowinglyȱfabricatedǼȱ
knightlyȱpedigreeȱhadȱbeenȱaĜrmedȱbyȱEdwardȱIVǰȱwhenȱtheȱkingȱacceptedȱ
thatȱ theȱ familyȱwereȱ ȁgentlemenȱdiscendedȱ lineallyȱofȱworshipfullȱ bloodȂǯŗŝȱ
Theȱ acknowledgementȱ ofȱ theȱPastonȂsȱ lineageȱ representedȱ aȱ keyȱ riposteȱ toȱ
anȱinnuendoȱthatȱhadȱdoggedȱtheȱfamilyǰȱepitomisedȱbyȱtheȱcirculationȱofȱaȱ
documentȱ inȱNorfolkȱ thatȱ lampoonedȱ theȱ familyȂsȱ humbleȱ bucolicȱ originsǰȱ

ŗŘȱ TheȱbookȱwasȱunderȱconstructionȱcǯȱŗŚŝŞǰȱseeȱDavisȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersǰȱvolǯ Řǰȱ
ppǯȱřŞŝǰȱřşřǯȱ

ŗřȱ Seeȱ AǯIǯȱ Doyleǰȱ ȁTheȱ Workȱ ofȱ aȱ Lateȱ FiĞeenthȬCenturyȱ Englishȱ Scribeǰȱ Williamȱ
EbeshamȂǰȱBulletin of the John Rylands Libraryǰȱ řşȱ ǻŗşśŝǼǱȱ ŘŞşȮřŘśǯȱTheȱLansdowneȱMSǯȱnoȱ
longerȱincludesȱtheȱOthea despiteȱitsȱappearanceȱinȱEbeshamȂsȱrecordȱofȱcontentsǲȱitȱappearsȱ
likelyȱthatȱthisȱtextȱwasȱseparatedȱfromȱtheȱȁGreteȱBookeȂǰȱandȱisȱincludedȱasȱaȱdistinctȱvolumeȱ
inȱJohnȂsȱinventoryȱofȱEnglishȱbooksǯȱIllustrationȱŘŘǯŗȱshowsȱtheȱopeningȱofȱȁTheȱmanerȱandȱ
fourmeȱofȱtheȱkingisȱandȱQuenesȱcoronacionȱinȱEnglondeȂǯȱ

ŗŚȱ DavisȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersǰȱvolǯȱŗǰȱpǯȱśŗŞǯ
ŗśȱ ForȱtheȱtextsȱinȱPierpontȱMorganȱMSȱŝŝśȱseeȱCurtȱFǯȱBühlerǰȱȁSirȱJohnȱPastonȂsȱGrete 

BookeǰȱaȱFiĞeenthȬCenturyȱȃBestȬSellerȄȂǰȱModern Language NotesǰȱśŜȦśȱǻŗşŚŗǼǱȱřŚśȮśŗǯ
ŗŜȱ DoyleȱarguesȱthatȱtheȱęrstȱheraldȱtoȱownȱtheȱbookǰȱThomasȱWriothesyǰȱmightȱevenȱ

haveȱ receivedȱ theȱ volumeȱ directlyȱ fromȱ Johnȱ Pastonȱ IIǰȱ seeȱ Doyleǰȱ ȁTheȱWorkȱ ofȱ aȱ Lateȱ
FiĞeenthȬCenturyȱEnglishȱScribeǰȱWilliamȱEbeshamȂǰȱpǯȱřŖŝǯȱ

ŗŝȱ DavisȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersǰ volǯȱŗǰȱpǯȱxliǲȱvolǯȱŘǰȱppǯȱśŚşȮśŖǯ



IllustrationȱŘŘǯŗȱ ȁTheȱmanerȱandȱfourmeȱofȱtheȱKyngisȱandȱQuenesȱcoronacionȱinȱ
EnglondeȂǰȱBLȱMSȱLansdowneȱŘŞśǰȱfǯȱŘrǯȱȚȱBritishȱLibraryȱBoardǯȱAllȱRightsȱReservedǯ
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describingȱaȱpatriarchȱofȱtheȱPastonȱlineȱȁoneȱClementȱPastonȂǰȱwhoȱȁyedeȱaĴȱ
onȱPloweȱbothȱwynterȱandȱsomerǰȱandȱheȱrodeȱonȱtheȱbarȱhorsbakȱwithȱhysȱ
cornȱunderȱhymǰȱandȱbroughtȱhomȱmeleȱageynȱunderȱhymȂǯŗŞȱTheȱwriterȱofȱ
thisȱworkȱofȱparochialȱpropagandaȱinherentlyȱunderstoodȱtheȱsemioticȱvalueȱ
ofȱmaterialȱthingsȱȮȱtheȱdetailȱofȱtheȱunsaddledȱhorseȱisȱpartȱofȱaȱpointedȱandȱ
barelyȱveiledȱcodeȱforȱClementȂsȱrusticismǯ
TheȱriseȱofȱtheȱPastonȱfamilyȱcanȱbeȱchronicledȱthroughȱtheirȱsurroundingȱ

themselvesȱwithȱmaterialȱwitnessesȱtoȱtheirȱstatusȱthatȱbeliedȱsuchȱconstructionsȱ
ofȱtheirȱidentityǯȱMostȱimportantȱwasȱlandǰȱofȱcourseǰȱandȱtheȱenablingȱrightsȱ
thatȱcameȱwithȱitǰȱbutȱalsoȱotherȱtitlesȱǻmostȱimportantlyǰȱJohnȱIIȂsȱacquisitionȱ
ofȱknightlyȱstatusǼȱandȱpossessionsǰȱdescribedȱbyȱClaireȱSponslerȱasȱȁmaterialȱ
statusȱ signięersȂȱ thatȱ manifestedȱ theȱ PastonȂsȱ rapidlyȱ ascendingȱ socialȱ
positionǯŗşȱTheȱ familyȂsȱ engagementȱwithȱ literatureȱ andȱ theirȱ acquisitionȱofȱ
booksȱmustȱ beȱ understoodȱ asȱ partȱ ofȱ aȱ processȱ ofȱ naturalisingȱ theirȱ socialȱ
identityȱ throughȱmaterialȱ thingsǯȱ Inȱcompilingȱ theȱ ȁGreteȱBookeȂǰȱaȱvolumeȱ
thatȱ thenȱ encompassedȱ perhapsȱ śŜȱ discreteȱ itemsǰȱ yetȱ wasȱ imaginativelyȱ
understoodȱagainstȱ theȱepithetȱ ȁofȱknighthodȂǰȱ JohnȱPastonȱ IIȱ engagedȱ inȱaȱ
processȱofȱmaterialisingȱinȱtextualȱformȱtheȱculturalȱvaluesȱthatȱheȱnoȱdoubtȱ
sawȱasȱintegralȱtoȱhisȱownȱsenseȱofȱidentityȱǻIllustrationȱŘŘǯŘǼǯȱ
JohnȱPastonȂsȱuniqueȱcompilationȱofȱtextualȱmaterialsȱdemonstratesȱonlyȱoneȱ

ofȱtheȱwaysȱinȱwhichȱbooksȱcouldȱperformȱstatusȱandȱmanifestȱtheȱideologiesȱ
ofȱtheȱsubjectǯȱTheȱabilityȱofȱbooksȱtoȱperformȱtheȱidentityȱofȱtheȱconsumerȱisȱ
perhapsȱbestȱdemonstratedȱ inȱ relationȱ toȱaȱmuchȱmoreȱwidespreadȱ textualȱ
productionǯȱHoraeǰȱgenerallyȱknownȱinȱmedievalȱEnglandȱasȱPrimersȱandȱtoȱusȱ
asȱBooksȱofȱHoursǰȱperhapsȱholdȱaȱspecialȱclaimȱtoȱhavingȱalmostȱuniversallyȱ
understoodȱ semioticȱ propertiesȱ inȱ lateȱ medievalȱ Englandǯȱ Theseȱ wereȱ theȱ
mostȱwidelyȱ ownedȱ typeȱ ofȱ bookȱ amongȱ layȱ consumersȱ andȱ accordingȱ toȱ
EamonȱDuěyȱcarriedȱanȱȁinstantlyȱrecognizableȂȱsetȱofȱemblematicȱpropertiesǰȱ

ŗŞȱ DavisȱǻedǯǼǰȱTheȱPastonȱLeĴersǰȱvolǯ ŗǰȱpǯȱxliǯ
ŗşȱ ClaireȱSponslerǰȱȁNarratingȱtheȱSocialȱOrderǱȱMedievalȱClothingȱLawsȂǰȱpǯȱŘŜŜǯ

IllustrationȱŘŘǯŘȱ JohnȱPastonȱIIȂsȱȁInventoryȱoěȱEnglyssheȱbokisȂȱǻdetailǼǰȱBLȱMSȱ
AdditionalȱŚřŚşŗǰȱfǯȱŘŜrǯȱȚȱBritishȱLibraryȱBoardǯȱAllȱRightsȱReservedǯ
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soȱmuchȱsoǰȱthatȱtheirȱsignifyingȱvalueȱwasȱemployedȱasȱaȱȁpropȂȱinȱartȱworksȱ
fromȱ theȱ fourteenthȱ centuryȱ onwardsǰȱ particularlyȱ inȱ portraitureǰȱwhereȱ itȱ
actedȱasȱaȱȁsymbolȱofȱrecollectednessǰȱinteriorityȱandȱprayerȂǯŘŖȱAȱubiquitousȱ
featureȱofȱ theȱBookȱofȱHoursȱ forȱhighȱstatusȱconsumersȱwasȱ itsȱsumptuousȱ
materialityǯȱOĞenȱwithȱaȱrelativelyȱsmallȱframeȱforȱtextǰȱBooksȱofȱHoursȱwereȱ
regularlyȱ lavishlyȱ illustratedȱ withȱ miniaturesȱ andȱ decorativeȱ bordersȱ inȱ aȱ
mannerȱthatȱseeminglyȱriskedȱtheȱmarginalisationȱofȱtheȱtextȱitselfȱagainstȱtheȱ
pervasiveȱmaterialȱrichnessȱofȱtheȱvolumeǯȱTheȱfactȱthatȱopulentȱmaterialityȱ
wasȱsomehowȱconsideredȱanȱintegralȱ facetȱofȱHoraeȱ isȱdemonstratedȱbyȱtheȱ
innovativeȱ productionȱ techniquesȱ inȱ Flandersȱ whichȱ wereȱ developedȱ toȱ
provideȱbooksȱforȱaȱmiddlingȱEnglishȱmassȱmarketȱfromȱtheȱlateȱfourteenthȱ
centuryȱ onwardsǯŘŗȱ Suchȱ productionsȱ providedȱ aȱ materiallyȱ impressiveȱ
veneerȱbutȱareȱdescribedȱbyȱDuěyȱasȱbeingȱofȱaȱȁmediocreȂȱqualityǯŘŘȱOfȱcourseǰȱ
DuěyȂsȱunĚaĴeringȱdescriptionȱisȱinfusedȱwithȱtheȱbiasȱofȱsomeoneȱwhoȱhasȱ
beheldȱtheȱrichestȱexamplesȱofȱtheȱgenreȂsȱmaterialȱremainsǰȱtheȱkindsȱofȱdeȱ
luxeȱ booksȱ theȱ productionȬlineȱ techniquesȱ inȱ Flandersȱ wereȱ apingǯȱ Toȱ theȱ
aspirationalȱ ownersȱ ofȱ suchȱ volumesǰȱ howeverǰȱ suchȱ immediatelyȱ visuallyȱ
dazzlingȱbooksȱwereȱnoȱdoubtȱtreasuredȱpossessionsǰȱandȱwereȱlikelyȱtoȱbeȱ
theȱonlyȱhighlyȱdecoratedȱtextsȱinȱaȱsmallȱfamilyȱcollectionǯ
Oneȱmannerȱofȱcontextualisingȱostentatiousȱbookȱproductionȱmightȱbeȱtoȱ

viewȱsuchȱcodicesȱasȱexamplesȱofȱwhatȱThorsteinȱVeblenȱcalledȱȁconspicuousȱ
consumptionȂǯŘřȱ Suchȱ aȱ viewȱwouldȱ seeȱ theȱdecorativeȱ aspectsȱ ofȱ theȱ bookȱ
asȱ superĚuousȱ toȱ theȱ volumeȂsȱ actualȱ utilityȱ asȱ readingȱ materialǯȱ ScoĴȂsȱ
descriptionȱ ofȱ ornamentationȱ inȱ medievalȱ booksȱ appearsȱ toȱ echoȱ VeblenȂsȱ
ideaǰȱarguingȱthatȱsuchȱfeaturesȱrepresentȱȁadvertisementǻsǼȱofȱtheȱimportanceȱ
ofȱtheȱmanuscriptȱǳȱandȱtheȱworthȱandȱconnoisseurshipȱofȱitsȱownersȂǯŘŚȱAsȱ
ChristopherȱBerryȂsȱgeneralȱdiscussionȱofȱornamentationȱindicatesǰȱhoweverǰȱ
suchȱproductionȱ elementsȱmustȱ beȱunderstoodȱ inȱ termsȱofȱ theirȱpragmaticȱ
utilityȱfromȱtheȱperspectiveȱofȱtheȱobjectȂsȱpatronǱ

InȱitsȱpurestȱformǰȱasȱidentięedȱbyȱVeblenǰȱconspicuousȱconsumptionȱisȱconsumptionȱ
ofȱtheȱtotallyȱuselessǯȱButȱthisȱisȱnotȱtoȱsayȱthatȱsuchȱconsumptionȱisȱpointlessǯȱ
IndeedǰȱweȱcanȱdetectǰȱperhapsȱparadoxicallyǰȱanȱelementȱofȱȁnecessityȂȱhereȱǳȱ
Conspicuousȱconsumptionȱhasȱtoȱbeȱunderstoodȱinȱtermsȱofȱsocialȱperceptionǯȱ
ToȱconsumeȱconspicuouslyȱisȱtoȱconsumeȱtheseȱgoodsȱthatȱnonȬconsumersȱareȱ
presumedȱtoȱperceiveȱasȱǻinterȱaliaǼȱluxuriesǯȱHoweverǰȱfromȱtheȱconsumerȂsȱ

ŘŖȱ EamonȱDuěyǰȱMarking the Hours: English People and their Prayers 1240�1570 ǻNewȱ
HavenǰȱCTȱandȱLondonǰȱŘŖŖŜǼǰȱpǯȱřǯ

Řŗȱ DuěyǰȱMarking the HoursǰȱppǯȱŞřȮŚǰȱplatesȱśřȮŚǯ
ŘŘȱ DuěyǰȱMarking the HoursǰȱpǯȱŞřǯ
Řřȱ SeeȱThorsteinȱVeblenǰȱThe Theory of the Leisure Class: An Economic Study of Institutionsȱ

ǻNewȱYorkǰȱŗşŗŘǼǯ
ŘŚȱ ScoĴǰȱȁDesignǰȱDecorationȱandȱIlluminationȂǰȱpǯȱřŘǯ
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perspectiveȱthisȱconsumptionȱisȱinstrumentalȦnecessaryȱtoȱtheȱmaintenanceȱofȱtheȱ
veryȱǻpresumedǼȱperceptionȱandȱthenceȱtoȱtheȱmaintenanceȱofȱtheirȱsocialȱstatusǯŘś

Suchȱobservationsȱmightȱleadȱusȱtoȱquestionȱwhetherȱsomeȱmedievalȱbooksȱ
wereȱ viewedȱ byȱ theirȱ ownersȱ asȱ objectsȱ toȱ beȱ usedȱ ȁperformativelyȂǰȱ asȱ
materialȱsymbolsȱofȱprestigeȱratherȱthanȱnecessarilyȱhavingȱbeenȱconstructedȱ
toȱ beȱ activelyǰȱ orȱ easilyȱ readȱ byȱ theȱ patronǯȱ LaurelȱAmtowerȱ imaginesȱ theȱ
possibilityȱ thatȱ booksȱ wereȱ ȁbroughtȱ toȱ churchȱ andȱ otherȱ publicȱ placesȂǰȱ
somethingȱweȱknowȱwasȱaȱcommonȱenoughȱpracticeȱfromȱsourcesȱincludingȱ
The Book of Margery Kempeǰȱ ȁasȱ designationsȱ ofȱ statusȂǯŘŜȱ Howeverǰȱ otherȱ
thanȱ justȱ advertisingȱ theȱ statusȱ ofȱ theȱ ownerǰȱ theȱ magnięcentȱ materialityȱ
ofȱ religiousȱ booksȱ includingȱ Booksȱ ofȱ Hoursȱ mightȱ beȱ understoodȱ asȱ
holdingȱotherȱmeaningsǯȱReligiousȱbooksȱareȱultimatelyȱconcernedȱwithȱtheȱ
immaterialǰȱ lifeȱbeyondȱ thisȱworldlyǰȱ thisȱmaterialȱplaneȱȮȱ asȱDanielȱMillerȱ
arguesȱinȱtheȱintroductionȱtoȱMaterialityǰȱreligiousȱfaithȱisȱoĞenȱȁrestedȱuponȱ
aȱbeliefȱinȱtheȱinherentȱsuperiorityȱofȱtheȱimmaterialȱworldȂǯŘŝȱParadoxicallyȱ
howeverǰȱtheȱideaȱofȱtheȱimmaterialȱcanȱoĞenȱonlyȱbeȱexpressedȱthroughȱtheȱ
materialǯȱMedievalȱcultureȱisȱabundantȱinȱitsȱrichȱmaterialȱmanifestationsȱofȱ
religiousȱbeliefȱȮȱfromȱtheȱmassiveȱmonumentalityȱofȱmedievalȱcathedralsȱandȱ
churchesȱǻoĞenȱfabulouslyȱdecoratedȱwithinǼȱtoȱjewelȱencrustedȱreliquariesǰȱ
theȱineěableȱgreatnessȱandȱgloryȱofȱGodȱandȱtheȱimmaterialȱworldȱtoȱwhichȱ
theȱ faithfulȱaspireȱ isȱ inĚectedȱ throughȱopulentȱmaterialityǯȱSumptuousȱBook 

of Hoursǰȱthroughȱtheȱsynthesisȱofȱlavishȱmaterialityȱwithȱreligiousȱtextǰȱthusȱ
hadȱtheȱpotentialȱnotȱonlyȱtoȱactȱasȱtotemsȱofȱaȱpersonȂsȱstatusǰȱbutȱalsoȱasȱanȱ
aptȱmanifestationȱofȱtheirȱpietyǯȱTheȱoutlayȱofȱaȱconsiderableȱsumȱofȱmoneyȱinȱ
decoratingȱanȱitemȱspecięcallyȱdesignedȱforȱreligiousȱuseȱshouldȱbeȱseenȱasȱanȱ
investmentȱinȱtheȱimmaterialǯȱIndeedǰȱdespiteȱtheȱmaterialȱandȱmonetaryȱvalueȱ
ofȱbooksǰȱitemsȱthatȱcouldȱbeȱandȱregularlyȱwereȱpawnedȱasȱsecurityȱagainstȱ
loansȱinȱtheȱUniversitiesȱofȱOxfordȱandȱCambridgeǰȱcodicesȱwereȱobjectsȱthatȱ
inȱsomeȱrespectsȱelidedȱstandardȱmaterialisticȱclassięcationsǯŘŞȱCertainlyȱthisȱ
isȱtrueȱofȱtheȱbibliomaniacȱRichardȱdeȱBuryȂsȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱbookǯȱInȱ
hisȱfourteenthȬcenturyȱtreatiseȱonȱbooksȱandȱbookishnessǰȱPhilobiblonǰȱdeȱBuryȱ
directlyȱcontrastsȱbookȱownershipȱwithȱworldlinessǰȱȁallȱwhoȱareȱsmiĴenȱwithȱ
theȱloveȱofȱbooksȱthinkȱcheaplyȱofȱtheȱworldȱandȱwealthǲȱasȱJeromeȱsaysȱtoȱ

Řśȱ Christopherȱ Jǯȱ Berryǰȱ The Idea of Luxury: A Conceptual and Historical Investigationȱ
ǻCambridgeǰȱŗşşŚǼȱppǯȱřŖȮřŗǯ

ŘŜȱ LaurelȱAmtowerǰȱEngaging Words: The Culture of Reading in the Later Middle Agesȱ
ǻNewȱYorkǰȱŘŖŖŖǼǰȱpǯȱřŘǯ

Řŝȱ DanielȱMillerȱǻedǯǼǰȱMaterialityȱǻLondonǰȱŘŖŖśǼǰȱpǯȱŗŜǯ
ŘŞȱ ForȱaȱbriefȱdiscussionȱofȱmedievalȱbooksȱwithȱpawnȱmarkingsȱseeȱRaymondȱClemensȱ

andȱ TimothyȱGrahamǰȱ Introduction to Manuscript Studiesȱ ǻIthacaǰȱNYȱ andȱ Londonǰȱ ŘŖŖŝǼǰȱȱ
ppǯȱŚśȮŝǰȱplǯȱřǯŘśǯ
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VigilantiusǱȱ Theȱ sameȱmanȱ cannotȱ loveȱbothȱgoldȱ andȱbooksȂǯŘşȱ InȱMichaelȱ
CamilleȂsȱFreudianȱanalysisȱofȱPhilobiblonǰȱtheȱartȱhistorianȱperceivesȱdeȱBuryȂsȱ
ȁmassiveȱevasionȱofȱ theȱbookȂsȱmaterialityȂǰȱ arguingȱ thatȱ itȱ isȱ relatedȱ toȱ theȱ
authorȂsȱneedȱtoȱadhereȱtoȱȁtheȱtraditionalȱChristianȱrenunciationȱofȱtheȱvanityȱ
ofȱmaterialȱobjectsȂǯřŖȱContraȱCamilleǰȱitȱmightȱbeȱarguedȱthatȱsuchȱanȱȁevasionȂȱ
ofȱtheȱmaterialityȱofȱevenȱfabulouslyȱdecoratedȱbooksȱwasȱaȱcommonȱculturalȱ
tropeǯȱCertainlyǰȱitȱwasȱcustomaryȱforȱmembersȱofȱreligiousȱordersǰȱinȱwhichȱ
privateȱownershipȱofȱpropertyȱwasȱdisallowedǰȱtoȱhaveȱbooksȱmarkedȱasȱbeingȱ
privatelyȱownedǯȱThereȱisǰȱitȱseemsǰȱsomethingȱintrinsicallyȱimmaterialȱaboutȱ
aȱtextualȱobjectǯȱTheȱphysicalityȱofȱbooksȱisȱusuallyȱdisplacedȱbyȱideologicalȱ
languageȱȮȱtheȱbookȱisȱofȱsomethingȱwhichȱhasȱnoȱrelationshipȱtoȱtheȱbookȂsȱ
materialityȱinȱaȱmannerȱthatȱmakesȱitȱdiěerentȱfromȱotherȱkindsȱofȱthingsǱȱtheȱ
bookȱ isǰȱ forȱ instanceǰȱ ȁofȱphilosophyȂǰȱ ȁofȱChristȂsȱpassionȂǰȱ ȁofȱhistoryȂȱorȱ toȱ
giveȱJohnȱPastonȱIIȂsȱexampleǰȱȁofȱknighthodȂǯȱWhenȱweȱdescribeǰȱorȱclassifyȱanȱ
actualȱbookǰȱitȱisȱalmostȱalwaysȱinȱreferenceȱtoȱitsȱtextualȱthingnessǰȱandȱthusȱ
inȱtermsȱofȱitsȱrelationshipȱtoȱvarietiesȱofȱlanguageȱandȱdiscourseǰȱratherȱthanȱ
inȱrespectȱofȱitsȱobjectnessǯ
Stephenȱ KellyȂsȱ contributionȱ toȱ thisȱ volumeȱ hasȱ beenȱ crucialǰȱ inȱ thatȱ

heȱ indicatesȱ theȱ tendencyǰȱ inȱ factȱ moreȱ disconcertinglyǰȱ theȱ needȱ forȱ
historiographicalȱ practicesȱ toȱ ascribeȱ meaningȱ ontoȱ objectsǰȱ requiringȱ theȱ
objectȱtoȱȁreȬpresentȂȱsomethingȱnoȱlongerȱpresentǯȱThisȱisȱaȱmethodȱthatȱheȱ
arguesȱelidesȱtheȱobjectȂsȱmaterialityǰȱȁinȱpreferenceȱforȱanȱassumedȱsemioticȱ
capacityȂǯȱInȱmyȱdiscussionȱofȱtheȱtextualȱcommunitiesȱofȱtheȱlaterȱMiddleȱAgesȱ
IȱtooȱappearȱculpableȱȮȱtheseȱirrevocablyȱabsentǰȱandȱqualitativelyȱunknowableȱ
readershipsȱareȱdiscussedȱthroughȱfragmentaryȱmaterialȱsurvivalsǰȱpartialȱandȱ
imperfectȱrelicsȱofȱaȱonceȱdynamicȱeconomyȱinȱhandȬwriĴenȱbooksǯȱButȱitȱisȱ
theȱstrangeȱcapacityȱofȱbooksȱtoȱexistȱcoevallyȱinȱaȱphysicalȱandȱsemioticȱstateȱ
thatȱseparatesȱthemȱfromȱsoȱmanyȱeverydayȱobjectsǯřŗȱTheȱsignifyingȱpowerȱofȱ
booksȱremainsȱpervasiveȱtodayȱdespiteȱtheȱrelativeȱeaseȱwithȱwhichȱtheyȱcanȱ
nowȱbeȱpurchasedǯȱTheȱbookǰȱalthoughȱnotȱalwaysȱcapableȱofȱcarryingȱtheȱsameȱ
abilityȱ toȱmarkȱandȱcelebrateȱ socialȱpositionǰȱyetȱmanagesȱ toȱbeȱ stunninglyȱ
emblematicǰȱandȱthusȱcontinuesȱtoȱsayȱthingsȱaboutȱitsȱownerǯȱBooksȱcontinueȱ
toȱconnectȱpeopleȱideologicallyǰȱevenȱthoughȱtheȱonceȱnecessaryȱmaterialȱandȱ
socialȱ connectionsȱ areȱ noȱ longerȱ essentialȱ forȱ textualȱ disseminationȱ inȱ theȱ
postȬprintȱeraǯȱIȱleaveȱyouȱwithȱanȱanecdoteȱbyȱAlbertoȱManguelǱ

Řşȱ EǯCǯȱThomasȱǻtransǯȱandȱedǯǼǰȱPhilobiblon: Richard de BuryȱǻOxfordǰȱŗşŜŖǲȱreprǯȱŗşŝŖǼǰȱ
ppǯȱŗřŞȮşǯ

řŖȱ MichaelȱCamilleǰȱȁTheȱBookȱasȱFleshȱandȱFetishȱinȱRichardȱdeȱBuryȂsȱPhilobiblonȂǰȱ
inȱDoloresȱWarwickȱFreseȱandȱKatherineȱOȂBrienȱOȂKeefeȱǻedsǼȱThe Book and the BodyȱǻNotreȱ
DameǰȱINȱandȱLondonǰȱŗşşŝǼǰȱpǯȱŚśǯȱ

řŗȱ ForȱdiscussionȱofȱtheȱcoevalȱnatureȱofȱbooksȱseeȱCatherineȱBrownǰȱȁInȱtheȱMiddleȂǰȱ
Journal of Medieval and Early Modern StudiesǰȱřŖȦřȱǻŘŖŖŖǼǱȱśŚŝȮŝŚǯ
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SiĴingȱacrossȱfromȱmeȱinȱtheȱsubwayȱinȱTorontoǰȱaȱwomanȱisȱreadingȱtheȱ
PenguinȱeditionȱofȱBorgesȂsȱLabyrinthsǯȱIȱwantȱtoȱcallȱoutȱtoȱherǰȱtoȱwaveȱaȱ
handȱandȱsignalȱthatȱIȱtooȱamȱofȱthatȱfaithǯȱSheǰȱwhoseȱfaceȱIȱhaveȱforgoĴenǰȱ
whoseȱclothesȱIȱbarelyȱnoticedǰȱyoungȱorȱoldȱIȱcanȂtȱsayǰȱisȱcloserȱtoȱmeǰȱbyȱtheȱ
mereȱactȱofȱholdingȱthatȱbookȱinȱherȱhandsǰȱthanȱmanyȱothersȱIȱseeȱdailyǯřŘ

řŘȱ AlbertoȱManguelǰȱA History of ReadingȱǻLondonǰȱŗşşŜǼǰȱpǯȱŘŗŚǯ


