
Kent Academic Repository
Full text document (pdf)

Copyright & reuse

Content in the Kent Academic Repository is made available for research purposes. Unless otherwise stated all

content is protected by copyright and in the absence of an open licence (eg Creative Commons), permissions 

for further reuse of content should be sought from the publisher, author or other copyright holder. 

Versions of research

The version in the Kent Academic Repository may differ from the final published version. 

Users are advised to check http://kar.kent.ac.uk for the status of the paper. Users should always cite the 

published version of record.

Enquiries

For any further enquiries regarding the licence status of this document, please contact: 

researchsupport@kent.ac.uk

If you believe this document infringes copyright then please contact the KAR admin team with the take-down 

information provided at http://kar.kent.ac.uk/contact.html

Citation for published version

Turnpenny, Agnes  (2016) The history of institutions in Hungary: what can we learn from it for
the future?    In: Social History of Learning Disability Conference 2016, 7-8 July 2016, Open
University, Milton Keynes.     (Unpublished)

DOI

Link to record in KAR

http://kar.kent.ac.uk/58660/

Document Version

Presentation



The history of institutions in Hungary: 

what can we learn from it for the future?

Agnes Turnpenny に Gabor Petri に Julie Beadle-Brown

Open University, Milton Keynes
08. 07. 2016



Outline

ひ Overview of the history of institutions in Hungary

ひ Current reforms

ひ What can learn from history (in Hungary and 

elsewhere)?

You are welcome to tweet and take photos.  Please, 

include @TizardCentre in your tweet.
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About Hungary
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Part of the 

さE;ゲデWヴﾐ HﾉﾗIざ

Population of 

about 9.5 

million people.

Political 

transition in 

1989.

Much of the 1990s characterised by economic and 

social crises and administrative reforms.



In the 19th century

ひ Family was the main provider of care.

さOften families keep [disabled people] hidden in the 

house or sometimes they are abandoned by the family or 

placed with families or charitable hospitals at the lowest 

possible costくざ ふFヴｷﾏが ヱΒΒヴぶ

ひ The municipality issued begging licence to those who 

were not supported by their family. 

ひ In 1880 the Population Census found that 3 out of 4 

ヮWﾗヮﾉW ┘ｷデｴ ﾉW;ヴﾐｷﾐｪ Sｷゲ;HｷﾉｷデｷWゲ ┘WヴW さヮ;┌ヮWヴゲざく

ひ First residential school and institution opened in 1875; 

ゲデヴﾗﾐｪ ｷﾐaﾉ┌WﾐIW ﾗa さorthopedagogyざく 

ひ H┌ﾐｪ;ヴ┞ さﾉ;ｪｪｷﾐｪ HWｴｷﾐSざ WWゲデWヴﾐ E┌ヴﾗヮWく 

History of Institutions in HungaryPage 4



Before the 2nd World War

ひ First  charitable association to support adults with 

learning disabilities was established in 1930 and it 

opened 2 institutions (campuses). 

ひ Eugenics に デｴW N;┣ｷ さE┌デｴ;ﾐ;ゲｷ;ざ ヮヴﾗｪヴ;ﾏﾏW SｷS ﾐﾗデ 
extend to Hungary. There was less concern about the 

さIﾗﾐデヴﾗﾉ and Iﾗﾐデ;ｷﾐﾏWﾐデざ of people with learning 

disabilities.

ひ People with disabilities are not part of the Holocaust 

history in Hungary. A recent initiative to teach pupils 

and young people about the Euthanasia programme: 

http://www.mindeneletertek.hu/
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Between 1950-70

ひ さCﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷゲデ ┘Wﾉa;ヴW ゲデ;デWざ H;ゲWS ﾗﾐ デｴW ｷSW; ﾗa a┌ﾉﾉ 
employment. 

ひ Disabled and vulnerable people did not fit into this 

(although many people in institutions worked). Pressure 

on families to move disabled family members into 

institutions.

ひ Looking after vulnerable people in institutions was seen 

as an opportunity to create employment in rural areas.

ひ No purpose built institutions, they were created in 

nationalised buildings, often in rural areas, far from 

ヮWﾗヮﾉWげゲ ｴﾗﾏWゲく 

ひ These were not disability-specific and they were simply 

さ┘;ヴWｴﾗ┌ゲｷﾐｪざ ヮWﾗヮﾉWく
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Between 1970-89

ひ Reorganisation in the 1970s. This meant moving people 

without much planning. 

ひ Three types of institutions created for people with 

learning disabilities:
 Rehabilitation institution 

 Care institution

 Institutions for children with severe disabilities (they were 

IﾗﾐゲｷSWヴWS さ┌ﾐWS┌I;HﾉWざ ┌ﾐデｷﾉ ヱΓΓンぶ

ひ Number of places increased from a few thousand to 

about 10 thousand.

ひ No community-based services 

ひ Ideas of deinstitutionalisation first appeared in the 

1980s.
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The 1990s

ひNew social policy 

preserved institutions.

ひAttempts to create 

alternatives to 

institutions: group 

homes, village 

communities. 

ひActivism of parents 

and charities driven by 

discontent.
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Source: TASZ, Hungarian Soros Foundation



The 2000s

ひDﾗﾏｷﾐ;デWS H┞ デｴW さﾏﾗSWヴﾐｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ 
;ｪWﾐS;ざが ｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐゲ ゲデｷﾉﾉ ｪﾗｷﾐｪ ゲデヴﾗﾐｪく

ひGヴﾗ┌ヮ ｴﾗﾏWゲ HWI;ﾏW さｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐ;ﾉｷゲWSざぎ 
strict regulation and size requirement (8-

14 places).

ひEU funding to support 

さSWｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐ;ﾉｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ﾐS Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞ 
ﾉｷ┗ｷﾐｪざく 

ひHungary ratified the UN Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: 

right to living in the community.
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The 2010s 

ひ In 2011: 43,000 people with learning disabilities and 

5,000 people with autism (half of these under 14). 1 in 3 

people with a learning disability lives in a residential 

setting (most likely institution).

ひ Attempts to use EU funding to refurbish/build institutions 

met by strong opposition from charities and the EU;

ひ Government adopted a 30-┞W;ヴ さSWｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐ;ﾉｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ 
ゲデヴ;デWｪ┞ざ ふデｴ;デ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ﾆWWヮ さヴWｴ;Hｷﾉｷデ;デｷﾗﾐ ｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐゲざ 
and institutions of up to 50 places);

ひ First institutional closure programme started in 2011 and 

ヶ ｷﾐゲデｷデ┌デｷﾗﾐゲ ┘WヴW ヴWヮﾉ;IWS H┞ さゲ┌ヮヮﾗヴデWS 
;IIﾗﾏﾏﾗS;デｷﾗﾐざ 
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Key issues

ひ Partial closure: out of 770 people only 660 people 

ﾏﾗ┗WS ﾗ┌デが デｴW ﾗデｴWヴゲ ┘WヴW IﾗﾐゲｷSWヴWS さデﾗﾗ ﾗﾉSざ ﾗヴ 
さデﾗﾗ Sｷゲ;HﾉWSざ デﾗ ﾏﾗ┗Wき

ひ New settings are large に 8-12 and  25 places;

ひ Involvement of individuals: lack of person-centred or 

individual support planning. 

ひ Staff training;

ひ Institutions enjoy high levels of public approval, 

physical infrastructure is seen as the main problem 

and group homes as the only alternative;

ひ Situation of those living with their family: poverty and 

lack of support as a result of decades of austerity. 
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Experiences of people moving out from an institution

Most of them lived in 

institutions for many years 

(decades). Many uncertainties 

around the move.
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Photos taken by residents of 

one institution.

They are looking forward to 

moving out. 



Experiences of people moving out from an institution
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Involvement in everyday decisions:

- Housemates;

- Colours and some furniture.

People are looking forward to 

having more independence and 

better conditions. 



Lessons and learning from other countries

ひ Understanding our history can help us avoid the 

same mistakes (in this case, how community-based 

group homes became institutionalised)

ひ Every country is different. What works in one 

country might not work elsewhere. 

ひ It is often more useful to look at the mistakes 

others make to learn from those. Personal 

stories/testimonies can help us understand these. 
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Thank you!

Contact: a.v.turnpenny@kent.ac.uk
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