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Presentations Abstract 

 
Through a collaborative effort between two student 
organizations at the University of Michigan School of Public 
Health, Students Engaged in Global Health and the Health 
Policy Student Association, we held the University’s first 
Global Health Case Competition. The competition focused 
on a topical, relevant, and complex public health dilemma in 
a developing country. Specifically, the topic of the 2015-2016 
GHCC was dengue fever in Honduras. Students who 
participated in the competition worked in teams of 3-4 
students over one week to develop an innovative and 
effective approach to the challenge. They then presented 
their implementation and evaluation strategies to a panel of 
judges from the School of Public Health, with expertise 
ranging from epidemiology to market strategies to cost-
effectiveness of infectious disease interventions. The 
students were expected to develop a multidisciplinary, 
national plan for dengue fever, while also focusing on core 
concepts in global health, such as health disparities.  

Purpose and Impact 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

•  Organize case writing team 
•  Establish region and topic 
•  Generate background 

research 
•  Develop case scenario and 

ask  

Step 1a: Develop 
case  

•  Organize rooms 
•  Find judges  
•  Establish funding and 

external support (e.g. 
Library) 

Step 1b: Determine 
key Logistics 

•  Advertise to potential 
students 

•  Email, call, meet with 
potential judges (early!) 

•  Create a schedule and 
timeline leading up to the 
competition  

Step 2: Organize 
teams and judges 

•  Develop, print, organize all 
of the various odds and 
ends (posters, tent cards, 
thank you cards, judge 
packets, etc.) 

•  Create detailed schedule of 
the day 

Step	3:	Prepare	and	
execute	 • Establish a survey to get 

feedback 
• Work with teams to 
disburse prizes 

• Create a follow up 
document regarding best 
practices for next year 

Step 4: 
Follow up 

The competition was held 
on March 25th, from 

10AM-3PM 

The case writing team started 
working on the case and 
logistics in mid-October 

Challenges 

Library Partnership 

Further Work 
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The GHCC team strongly believes that the this project 
fundamentally enhances global scholarship. The competition 
provides an opportunity for students from different schools 
(at least 4 were represented this year!)  to apply and 
develop core public health, public policy, communication, 
and management competencies to a real world topic. Case 
competitions are enriching, collaborative, and inherently real 
world exercises providing students with an opportunity to 
demonstrate their skills to colleagues, industry, and faculty 
they may never see otherwise. The preparation and day 
itself simulates work they may do in the future, with a 
framework that requires realistic and actionable 
recommendations. Furthremore, the competition seeks to 
further both SEGH and HPSA’s broad goals to increase 
interest and scholarship regarding the effects of 
globalization on health policy across the University campus. 

Our relationship with the library was pivotal to the success of this 
event, especially research support for developing the case itself. 
Gurpreet Rana was an incredible resource for our case writing team 
and helped us find reputable data and templates from other case 
studies. Not only did she offer invaluable feedback as we wrote, but 
also provided support for logistical snags and multidisciplinary 
advertising The library partnership significantly enhanced the 
educational experience of the case writing team, as well as the 
competitors, because we were able to produce a much more solid 
final product than we would have otherwise.  

The competition presented several challenges, logistically 
and in terms of developing the case. With a topic as 
encompassing as global health, one main challenge was 
picking an issue that was both reflective of the wide variety 
of challenges in the field that was still manageable enough 
to address in a week-long case competition. The case 
writing team made a conscious effort to include as many 
facets of global health into the prompt as possible in order 
to be true to the field and attract students from as many 
schools and disciplines as possible. 

Teams had 1 week  prior 
to competition to prepare  

their presentations 

Sincere thanks to the judges and the entire GHCC team for putting this 
together. Judges included: Dr. David Hutton (Health Management and 
Policy), Dr. Sophia Ng and Dr. Marisa Eisenberg (Epidemiology), and Andrea 
Bare (William Davidson Institute). Advisors included: Chinyere Neale from 
the Office of Global Public Health and Gurpreet Rana from the Library. 

Sample slides from winning presentation by ConnectGlobal 

Both the GHCC team, presenters, and judges learned a lot 
from this experience. Since this was the first iteration of 
GHCC there were many unknowns. We conducted a 
follow-up survey to help understand where things could 
improve. For next year, we will continue to implement the 
things that did work, but also:  

•  Utilize more outside examples in building our case 
•  Complete the case earlier for a lengthier review 
•  Provide clearer instructions to students about judge’s 

expectations 
•  Think more about the time allotted to develop a 

presentation based on the scenario  
•  Obtain a wider breadth of judges, if possible, from 

private industry or government agencies  

We hope that this competition was just the first iteration of 
many more annual global health case competitions. We 
hope to continue building a strong relationship between the 
case writing team and the library earlier on in the writing 
process and expanding the competition to include more 
students from more schools. Additionally, we hope to offer 
support for our winning teams to continue participating in 
larger regional and national global health case 
competitions in the future. Our immediate next step is to 
create a document for future GHCC teams detailing our 
challenges and best known practices to ensure future 
success. 

The 2016 teams 

Overseas 

ConnectGlobal – 1st Place 

GlobeTrotters – 3rd Place 

PoliHealth 

EPIphanies – 2nd Place 

Timeline and Steps 

Lessons Learned 


