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ABSTRACT

We report a case of internal herniation through a broad ligament defect of uterus diagnosed
preoperatively by computed tomography (CT). A 59-year-old woman presenting with lower abdominal
pain was admitted to our hospital. Abdominopelvic CT revealed a dilated small intestinal loop to the left
of the uterus and the displacement of the uterus and rectum toward the right side. We diagnosed the
patient with internal herniation through a broad ligament defect of uterus and performed emergency
surgery. A small intestinal segment was incarcerated in the left uterine broad ligament. Therefore, we
released the herniation then detected a defect of the uterine broad ligament, which was about 2 cm in
diameter. We sutured the defect and partially resected the small intestine. In this case, CT was useful to
diagnose this condition. The characteristic CT appearances of this disease are localized and dilated
intestinal loops in the pelvic cavity, and intestinal loops compressing the rectum and the uterus.
Therefore, we recommend that this condition be kept in mind in case of female patients presenting with
ileus without prior laparotomy.
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