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1
NEAR-INFRARED RESPONSIVE CARBON
NANOSTRUCTURES

This application claims priority from the U.S. provisional
patent application Ser. No. 60/943,897, entitled “Near-Infra-
red Responsive Carbon Nanostructures,” and filed on Jun. 14,
2007.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides for compositions and meth-
ods for the imaging and treatment of pathologies. Specifi-
cally, the present invention provides near-infrared responsive
carbon nanostructures. More specifically, the present inven-
tion discloses carbon nanotubes (CNTs) layered with gold
(Au).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A recent report from the National Center for Health Statis-
tics showed that for the first time in over 70 years there was a
decline in the actual number of cancer deaths in the United
States. Although it is uncertain whether the decline in the total
number of cancer deaths will continue, the decline marks an
important landmark in the battle against cancer. However,
estimates included in the 55% edition of Cancer Facts &
Figures project that in 2006, approximately 1.4 million
Americans will be diagnosed with cancer and 565,000 will
die of the disease. In order to continue to decrease the number
of cancer-related deaths, continued development of anti-can-
cer therapeutics is essential.

Current anti-cancer therapies are generally divided into
four major categories: surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, and
biologic therapies. Each of these therapies provides certain
advantages as well as major drawbacks. For example,
although the clinical use of chemotherapeutic agents against
cancerous tumors is successful in many cases, they have
limited efficacy in many other cases and can cause severe
side-effects that limit therapeutic usefulness. These limited
efficacies as well as the severe side effects are often the result
of a lack of selectivity. Recently, laser-induced thermal and
accompanying effects around nanoparticles (NPs) function-
alized with specific—bio-ligands have been explored for
selective photothermal (PT)-based cancer therapy, suggest-
ing high potentials of PT-based nanotherapeutics for in vivo
cancer treatment.

Recent advances in nanotechnology have provided a vari-
ety of nanostructured materials with unique and highly con-
trolled properties including exceptionally high strength, the
ability to carry conjugates to targets and unique optical prop-
erties. By controlling structure at the nanoscale, the proper-
ties of nanostructures such as, for example, semiconductor
nanocrystals and metal nanoshells can be controlled in a very
predictable manner. In addition, the similarity in size of many
NPs to biomolecules enables them to be used for applications
such as intracellular tagging and makes them ideal candidates
for bioconjugate applications such as antibody (Ab) targeting
of contrast agents. Thus, these materials can bring new and
unique capabilities to a variety of biomedical applications
ranging from diagnosis of diseases to novel therapies.

Many of the biomedical and biological applications of
nanotechnology involve bioconjugates. The idea of interfac-
ing biological and non-biological systems at the nanoscale
level has been investigated for many years. The broad field of
bioconjugate chemistry combines the functionalities of bio-
molecules and abiologically derived molecular species for
applications such as markers for research in cellular and
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molecular biology, biosensing, and biomedical and biological
imaging. Major challenges of bioconjugate chemistry include
stable and ‘controllable’ integration and interfacing of the
bio- and abio-materials. The stable and ‘controllable’ inter-
faces enable us to develop reliable and predictable systems.
For example, multiple genes are known to be involved in
many diseases, such as, for example, breast and ovarian can-
cers. However, only a fraction of such genes have been iden-
tified and correlated with a particular disease, even after the
completion of sequencing of the human genome. In addition,
there are more and more observations of alternative splicing,
post-translational modifications, and proteolysis of proteins.
These discoveries have generated a renewed demand for mul-
tiplex bindings of different biocomponents, such as, for
example, DNA or Ab, to effectively detect cancerous cells.

Nanostructured materials possess optical properties far
superior to the molecular species they replace, such as, for
example, higher quantum efficiencies, greater scattering or
absorbance cross sections, optical activity over more biocom-
patible wavelength regimes, and substantially greater chemi-
cal stability or stability against photobleaching. Additionally,
some nanostructures provide optical properties that are
highly dependent on particle size or dimension. The ability to
systematically vary the optical properties via structure modi-
fication not only improves traditional applications, but also
may lead to applications well beyond the scope of conven-
tional molecular bioconjugates.

Quantum dots are nano-sized crystals composed of transi-
tion metals such as cadmium, selenium, and technetium, and
are highly light absorbing, luminescent NPs whose absor-
bance onset and emission maximum shift to higher energy
with decreasing particle size due to quantum confinement
effects. These nanocrystals are typically in the size range of
2-8 nm in diameter. Unlike molecular fluorophores, which
typically have very narrow excitation spectra, semiconductor
nanocrystals absorb light over a very broad spectral range.
This makes it possible to optically excite a broad spectrum of
quantum dot “colors” using a single excitation laser wave-
length, which may enable one to simultaneously probe sev-
eral markers in biosensing and assay applications. However,
these advantages cannot be realized without first considering
the biocompatibility of the materials used. Because the dots
are composed of heavy metals, which can be toxic, they have
notyetbeen approved foruse in humans. The risk of the heavy
metals versus the benefit of obtaining vital information must
be weighed.

In many cases, modifications to nanostructures can make
them better suited for integration with biological systems; for
example, modification of their surface layer may enhance
aqueous solubility, biocompatibility, or biorecognition.
Nanostructures can also be embedded within other biocom-
patible materials to provide nanocomposites with unique
properties. Surface functionalization with molecular species
such as mercaptoacetic acid or the growth of a thin silica layer
on a NP’s surface may facilitate aqueous solubility. Both the
silica layer and the covalent attachment of proteins to the
mercaptoacetic acid coating permit the NPs to be at least
relatively biocompatible. Quantum dots have also been modi-
fied with dihydrolipoic acid to facilitate conjugation of avidin
and subsequent binding of biotinylated targeting molecules.
Quantum dots can also be embedded within polymer nano- or
microparticles to improve biocompatibility while maintain-
ing their unique fluorescence. Specific binding of quantum
dots to cell surfaces, cellular uptake, and nuclear localization
have all been demonstrated following conjugation of semi-
conductor nanocrystals to appropriate targeting proteins,
such as transferrin or antibodies (Abs).



US 8,313,773 B2

3

Embedment of components, such as, for example, biocon-
jugated NPs, within a carrier has been examined for the poten-
tial to avoid physiological barriers. The carrier may be
designed to confer solubility and the ability to circulate in the
system to avoid accumulation in the liver or spleen. In addi-
tion, the carrier may be designed to effectively release the
internal components when reaching the target site. Polymer
carriers have a greater potential to meet the above require-
ments over other delivery methods such as liposomes.
Because liposomes, spherical vesicles made of ionic lipids,
are particles, they are taken up by macrophages. High levels
can be found in the liver and spleen, even when the liposomes
are coated with polymers. Coated liposomes have other side
effects, such as extravasation, in which the liposome moves
from the blood vessel into tissue where it may not be wanted.
Uncharged hydrophilic polymers, such as polyethylene gly-
col (PEG) and N-(2-hydroxypropyl) methacrylamide might
enable avoidance of accumulation in the liver and spleen.
When these polymers are hydrated, they can circulate in the
blood for periods of about 1 hour, or 3 hours, or 6 hours, or 12
hours, or 24 hours, or 48 hours or longer. Another advantage
of polymers is that the linkage can be designed to control
where and when the drug is released. In addition, polymer
vesicles have the advantages of superior stability and tough-
ness and offer numerous possibilities for tailoring physical,
chemical, and biological properties by variation of block
lengths, chemical structure, and conjugation with biomol-
ecules. While liposomes are basically empty vesicles that
may be filled with a compound such as a drug, polymers may
have a lower drug-carrying capacity. Exemplary use of these
vesicles in controlled transmembrane transport and DNA-
encapsulation, and controlled release of plasmids for gene
transfection have been demonstrated.

Gold colloid has been used in biological and biomedical
applications since 1971 when the immunogold staining pro-
cedure was invented. The labeling of targeting molecules,
such as Abs, with gold NPs has revolutionized the visualiza-
tion of cellular components. The optical and electron beam
contrast properties of gold colloid have provided excellent
detection capabilities for applications including immunoblot-
ting, flow cytometry, and hybridization assays. Furthermore,
conjugation protocols to attach proteins to gold NPs are
robust and simple, and gold NPs have been shown to have
excellent biocompatibility.

Gold nanoshells, a new type of gold NPs, are concentric
sphere NPs consisting of a dielectric core NP, such as, for
example, gold sulfide or silica, surrounded by a thin gold
shell. The plasmon-derived optical resonance of gold can be
dramatically shifted in wavelength from the visible region
into the mid-infrared by varying the relative dimensions of the
core and shell layers. Nanoshells may be designed to either
strongly absorb (particles less than 75 nm) or scatter the
incident light, depending upon their sizes. The gold shell
layer is formed using the same chemical methods that are
employed to form gold colloid. Thus, the surface properties of
gold nanoshells are virtually identical to gold colloid, provid-
ing the same ease of bioconjugation and excellent biocom-
patibility. Intravenous injection of 130 nm gold nanoshells
with a maximum absorption near 800 nm followed by con-
tinuous-wave laser irradiation has been used to successfully
destroy a localized tumor in an animal model.

Gold carbon nanotube (gCNT) rods, are a new type of gold
NPs that are concentric rods consisting of a carbon nanotube
(CNT) core (either single-walled or multi-walled), sur-
rounded by a thin gold layer. The gCNT is developed by
uniquely combining the optical property of CNT and the
biocompatibility and bioconjugation potential of gold. Car-
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bon nanotubes are known to have strong absorbance from
about 700- to 1,100-nm NIR light, in which biological sys-
tems are transparent. Gold is proven to be biocompatible, and
is one of a few metals approved by the FDA for human uses.
However, gold is not responsive to NIR, limiting its medical
application for disease diagnosis and therapy. Therefore, the
advantages of both CNT and gold are realized by interfacing
gold with CNT. In fact, their interfacing through a chemical
reduction process results in an NIR responsive concentric
gold nanotube that comprises a CNT core and a layer of gold
surrounding the CNT. The similar methods used to form gold
colloids are used to form gCNT; thus, gCNT provides excel-
lent biocompatibility and the same simple and robust biocon-
jugation as gold colloid. Furthermore, GNTs are NIR respon-
sive and the surface plasmon resonance of GNT shows the
transverse plasmon absorption at visible region of 520-530
nm as in spherical Au NPs as well as their longitudinal reso-
nance peak in the NIR region near 850 nm as in GNRs. The
combination of the CNTs’ inherent NIR absorption and the
plasmon effects in Au layer around a long CNT tube with very
small diameter enable GNTs’ synergistic NIR absorption
enhancement. Therefore, the NIR responsiveness and bio-
compatibility of the gCNT allow non-invasive diagnosis and
therapy of diseases, such as, for example, cancer.

Furthermore, the ability of CNTs to be spontaneously
internalized by cells has recently excited numerous studies on
transporting peptides, DNA, and RNA inside cells, both
eukaryotic and prokaryotic, for tissue specific gene/drug
delivery. The gCNT’s smaller diameter, rod-like shape with
hollow core, and less rigidity (close to CNT’s mechanical
properties) could provide better penetration to cells as com-
pared to spherical gold nanoshells, thereby overcoming a
limitation in the use of this class of nanostructures in the
photothermal therapy of cancer. In addition, gCNTs could
provide better targeting to small cell-surface biomolecules
(5-10 nm), better clustering capability, and possibility to
carry therapeutic payloads in their hollow cores.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an overview of a method of GNT based
photothermolysis.

FIG. 2 illustrates schematic of the integrated photothermal
(PT) and photoacoustic (PA) nanodiagnostics and nanothera-
peutics with gCNT contrast agent in vivo.

FIG. 3 illustrates the production process of the GNT. The
GNT may be assembled using unprocessed SWNT and
MWNT in combination with Au(IIl) Cl; reduction for cre-
ation of the gold interface. CNTs play dual roles as substrates
as well as reducing agents. The Au deposition process does
not require additional reducing agents such as citrate for
colloidal Au preparation or external voltage sources.

FIG. 4 illustrates TEM images of well-dispersed, short-
ened (ds) SWNT (A) and MWNT (B). Scale bars represent
500 nm.

FIG. 5 illustrates a visual comparison of SWNT solutions
in distilled water of the starting material (A), the acid-re-
fluxed (B), the acid-refluxed after 30 min (C), and the acid-
refluxed and centrifuged after 6 months (D).

FIG. 6 illustrates TEM images of gCNTs with SWNT (top
panel) and gCNTs with MWNT (bottom panel).

FIG. 7 illustrates AFM images(i) as well as AFM section
analysis results (ii) of SWNTs (a) and gCNTs (b). Scale bars
represent 100 nm (c) Epi-fluorescence images of (i) gCNTs
conjugated with ImmunoPure® Rabbit Anti-Chicken IgY Ab
(Pierce Biotechnology) and (ii) unconjugated gCNTs after
attachment of fluorescein-labeled secondary Ab (Immu-



US 8,313,773 B2

5

noPure® Fluorescein Conjugated Goat Anti-Rabbit IgG,
Pierce Biotechnology). (d) Normalized UV/vis/NIR plas-
mon-derived optical resonances of: gCNTs in ddH,O (light
gray line), Ab-conjugated gCNTs in ddH,O (dark gray line),
dsSWNT in ddH,O (black line), and ddH,O only (dots). The
UV/vis/NIR optical spectra were normalized on the maximal
absorption at the wavelength range 0f300 and 1,100 nm of the
combined plasmon responses of SWNTs and gCNTs, which
were adjusted according to the yield estimations. Normalized
PA signal amplitudes of individual GNTs in ddH,O (dots) at
different laser wavelengths (8-ns pulse width and laser flu-
ence of 40 mJ/cm?), which were normalized on the maximal
PA amplitudes at the wavelength range of 300 and 1,100 nm.

FIG. 8 illustrates examples of bio/abio hybrids through
controlled and stable interfacing. (A) An Epi-fluorescent
image of DNA (green dots) immobilized by alkane thiol. (B)
Light-microscopy image of . coli with polystyrene (d=200
nm) attached through Abs directed against the K-type stain of
E. coli. (C) TEM image of the DNAs functionalized to tips of
CNT. (D) TEM image of 1-D self assembly of DNA-CNT
conjugates. (E) AFM image of the diamine-coupled Au dim-
mers of mono-functionalized Au nanoparticles (Circles indi-
cates Au dimmers, scale bar, 140 nm). (F) AFM image of the
diamine-coupled 1-D Au chain of bifunctionalized Au nano-
particles (Circles indicates the 1-D Au chain, scale bar, 60
nm). (G) TEM image of DNA-guided clustering of Au-coated
CNT.

FIG. 9 illustrates EPI-fluorescence images of E. coli with
well-dispersed SWNT on cell membrane or in the cell after
multi-laser exposures of 50 pulses, wavelength of 1064 nm
and pulse duration of 12 ns at various laser energies: (a) No
laser exposure, (b) 0.3 J/cm?, (c) 1 J/em?, (d) 2 J/em?, and (e)
3 Jlem®. Samples before and after laser exposures were
stained and evaluated after staining them with LIVE/DEAD®
BacLight™ Bacterial Viability Kit (Invitrogen, Carlsbad,
Calif.). Live cells were green and dead cells red with EPI-
fluorescence imaging. Arrows in (e) indicate lysed cells after
laser exposure.

FIG. 10 represents PT images (a-c), PT responses (d-f), and
PA signals (g-1) from gSWNTs under single laser pulse (8-ns
pulse with and wavelength of 850 nm). The laser fluence and
time delay were (a) 10 mJ/cm? and 5 ns, (b) 55 mJ/cm? and 5
ns,and (c) 0.2 J/cm? and 70 ns. Amplitude (vertical axis), time
scale (horizontal axis), and laser fluence were (d) 25 mV, 1
us/div, and 20 mJ/cm?, (e) 200 mV, 1 ps/div, and 60 mJ/cm?,
(P 500 mV, 2 ps/div, and 0.2 J/em?, (g) 50 mV, 2 us/div, and
15 ml/em?, (h) 100 mV, 1 ps/div, and 55 mJ/cm?, and (i) 500
mV, 2 ps/div, and 0.2 J/em?. (j) PA signal amplitudes from
gCNTs as function of laser fluence. (k) PA signals from
gCNTs as function of laser pulse number at various laser
fluences: 7.30 J/em? (filled circle), 1.87 J/cm? (filled square),
0.29 J/em? (filled triangle), 0.03 J/cm? (filled diamond), and
0.01 J/em?® (open circle). Laser wavelength was 850 nm.

FIG. 11 illustrates in vivo molecular targeting of intact
murine lymphatics with gCNT contrast agents guided by
integrated PA/PT imaging for dynamic gCNT distribution in
mesentery tissue and lymphatics. (a) Fragment of mouse
mesentery with mapping area (square, 280 umx280 field of
interest). (b) Laser-induced localized (~10 um in diameter)
lymphatic wall damage around gCNTs targeted to LYVE-1.
(c) Principle of selective targeting of endothelial LYVE-1
receptors with Ab-gCNT complex (left callout) and PA/PT
detection schematics (right top and bottom, respectively). PT
(d) and PA (h) background signals from selected mouse
mesenteric area before gCNT administration. PT (e) and PA
(1) signals at 60 min after administration of gCNTs with Abs.
PT (f) and PA (j) signals from selected mouse mesenteric area
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at 15 min after administration of gCNTs with no Abs (control
I). PT (g) and PA (k) signals from selected mouse mesenteric
area at 60 min after administration of gCNTs with no Abs
(control IT). Each PT and PA image is presented in 3-D (bot-
tom, brown background) and in 2-D (top, green background)
simulations. White lines (solid and dash) indicate the lym-
phatic wall and valve. Total scanning time was 16 s. Laser
parameters: wavelength 850 nm; pulse width 8 ns; fluence of
35 ml/em?® (d, h), 10 mJ/em? (e-g, i-k), 60 mJ/cm? (b).

FIG. 12 Demonstrates the effect of ethanol concentrations
on non-linear PT responses from thin suspension layer with
clustered CNTs.

FIG. 13 illustrates a schematic of a multifunctional, mul-
tiplexing recognition unit assembly. (A) Chemical-reactive-
group driven conjugations through (a) sulthydryl linkage and
(b) DNA/PNA as linkers after Murray place displacement
reaction. (B) A short oligonucleotide as a ‘molecular adaptor’
to self-assemble DNA/PNA linked Abs. The adaptor com-
prises a series of shorter sequences complementary to the
DNA/PNA attached to specific Abs, as well as a shorter
sequence at one end that links the adaptor to the particle
surface through (a) thiol linkage for NPs, such as gCNT and
gold, and (b) DNA/PNA hybridization.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The present invention is more particularly described in the
following description and examples that are intended as being
illustrative and not limiting as various modifications or sub-
stitutions will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

The term gold refers to elemental gold (Au) or salts thereof.

The term carbon nanostructure refers to a molecular struc-
ture comprising a plurality of carbon atoms. A carbon nano-
structure may be, for example, either a single-walled carbon
nanotube (SWNT) or a multi-walled carbon nanotube
(MWNT). A carbon nanostructure may be, for example, a
fullerene.

The term carbon nanotube refers to a molecular structure
comprising a plurality of carbon atoms, having a first end, an
opposite, second end, and a body portion defined there
between. Each carbon atom at the first and second end is
chemically coupled with a corresponding hydrogen atom.
The body portion is formed with a carbon wall and has an
interior surface defining a cavity, an opposite, exterior surface
and a longitudinal axis there through the cavity.

The term single walled carbon-nanotube (SWNT) refers to
a carbon nanotube wherein the body portion is a single carbon
wall.

The term multi-walled carbon nanotube (MWNT) refers to
a carbon nanotube wherein the body portion comprises a
plurality of carbon walls.

The term targeting moiety refers to any first moiety that
specifically binds to a second moiety. A targeting moiety may
be, for example, an antibody, wherein said antibody binds an
antigen, said antigen being the aforementioned second moi-
ety. Nothing precludes the possibility that an antibody could
also be the target of some other targeting molecule, such as,
for example, an Fc receptor which may bind the constant
region of some antibody molecules. A targeting moiety may
be selected from the group consisting of Abs, deoxyribo-
nucleic acids, peptide nucleic acids, proteins, protein frag-
ments, and small molecules.

Additionally, the gold carbon nanotubes posses the ability
to carry therapeutic agents or chemicals, such as magnetic
materials, Abs, deoxyribonucleic acids, peptide nucleic acids,
proteins, protein fragments, and small molecules either as
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attachments to the outside and/or within their empty core
space. The term antibody refers to an intact antibody, or a
binding fragment thereof that competes with the intact anti-
body for epitope binding. Binding fragments may be pro-
duced by recombinant DNA techniques, or by enzymatic or
chemical cleavage of intact Abs. Binding fragments include
Fab, Fab', F(ab"),, Fv, and single-chain Abs. Furthermore,
antibody includes humanized Abs as well as human Abs and
Abs of other species.

The term near-infrared responsive refers to the absorbance
of near-infrared radiation by a molecule.

The term photothermolysis refers to the lysis of cells or
structural degradation of non-cellular entities through admin-
istration of near-infrared radiation to a near-infrared respon-
sive composition of matter located in proximity to said cells
or noncellular entities.

The term nanophotothermolysis refers to photothermoly-
sis wherein the near-infrared responsive composition of mat-
ter comprises a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au).

The term disease refers to any pathology, including, but not
limited to, malignant hyperplasia, benign hyperplasia, heart
disease, atherosclerosis, Alzheimer’s, bacterial infection,
fungal infection, viral infection and parasitic infection.

The term contrast agent refers to a compound administered
to a mammal for imaging anatomical structures.

The functionalization strategy of the present invention pro-
vides for, when desired, a significant level of control over the
locations, orientations, and compositions of the functional
ligand groups. Furthermore, the functionalization strategies
increase the water solubility of the NPs: As examples, both
the number of functional groups per particle and the orienta-
tions of the functional groups are controllable. These factors
also allow for selective bioconjugation with multiple ligands,
enabling multi-functional and multi-plexing utility.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a near-infra-
red responsive composition of matter comprising a carbon
nanostructure and gold (Au) is disclosed. The carbon nano-
structure comprises a plurality of carbon atoms. A carbon
nanostructure may be, for example, either a single-walled
carbon nanotube (SWNT) or a multi-walled carbon nanotube
(MWNT). A SWNT may be, for example, a molecular struc-
ture comprising a plurality of carbon atoms, having a first end,
an opposite, second end, and a body portion defined there
between. Each carbon atom at the first and second end is
chemically coupled with a corresponding hydrogen atom.
The body portion is formed with a carbon wall and has an
interior surface defining a cavity, an opposite, exterior surface
and a longitudinal axis there through the cavity.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a therapeutic
agent comprising a near-infrared responsive composition of
matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au) is
disclosed. Said carbon nanostructure may be, for example, a
fullerene.

In another embodiment of the present invention, a thera-
peutic agent comprising a near-infrared responsive composi-
tion of matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold
(Au) is disclosed. Said carbon nanostructure may be, for
example, a multi-walled carbon nanotube.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the therapeu-
tic agent comprising a near-infrared responsive composition
of matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au)
may further comprise a targeting moiety. Said targeting moi-
ety may be, for example, an antibody.

In one aspect of the present invention, a diagnostic contrast
agent comprising a near-infrared responsive composition of
matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au) is
disclosed. Said carbon nanostructure may be, for example, a
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single-walled carbon nanotube. Said carbon nanostructure
may be, for example, a multi-walled carbon nanotube.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the diagnostic
contrast agent comprising a near-infrared responsive compo-
sition of matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold
(Au) may further comprise a targeting moiety. Said targeting
moiety may be, for example, an antibody.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a method of
manufacture of a near-infrared responsive composition of
matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au) is
disclosed. The method of manufacture may comprise, for
example, the following:

(a) obtaining carbon nanostructures;

(b) obtaining gold;

(c) obtaining reagents;

(d) combining the reagents, gold and carbon nanostructures;
and

(e) isolating the near-infrared responsive composition of mat-
ter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Au).

In one aspect of the present invention, a method of diag-
nosis of a disease in a mammal is disclosed. The method of
diagnosis of a disease may comprise, for example, the fol-
lowing:

(a) administering to a mammal a diagnostic contrast agent
comprising a carbon

nanostructure and gold (Au); and

(b) visualizing the diagnostic contrast agent.
The method of diagnosis of a disease may be implemented to
diagnose many diseases. The disease to be diagnosed may be,
for example, selected from the group consisting of malignant
hyperplasia, benign hyperplasia, bacterial infection, fungal
infection, viral infection and parasitic infection.

In one aspect of the present invention, a method of photo-
thermolysis is disclosed. The method of photothermolysis
may comprise, for example, the following:

(a) administering to a mammal a near-infrared responsive
composition of

matter comprising a carbon nanostructure and gold (Auw);

and
(b) administering near-infrared radiation to said mammal.

In one aspect of the present invention, a kit comprising a
carbon nanostructure and gold (Au) is disclosed. The kit may
further comprise a targeting moiety. Said targeting moiety
may be, for example, an antibody.

Inoneaspect of the present invention, a gold-coated carbon
nanotube (gCNT) rod system for non-invasive cancer therapy
with gCNT as a near-infrared (NIR) responsive agent is dis-
closed. This gCNT may be functionalized with multifunc-
tional and multiplexing recognition units thereby allowing
self-assembly for more selective and specific target recogni-
tion (FIG. 1 and FIG. 2).

The compositions and methods of the present invention
enable NIR responsive, minimally invasive photoacoustic
(PA) and photothermal (PT) therapy, and selective and con-
trollable recognition units to maximize target recognition
efficacy. Specifically, the present invention discloses NIR
responsive concentric gCNT by uniquely pairing the advan-
tages of CNT and gold with, for example, DNA-guided
assembly of multifunctional and multiplexing recognition
units on the gCNT.

The data show that the unique approach described here is a
valuable new weapon against disease, including, but not lim-
ited to cancer.

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic of the gCNT production
process which results in a composition of matter that has the
optical properties of CNT and the biocompatibility and bio-
conjugation properties of gold. Briefly, well-dispersed and
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shortened single-walled (SWNT) or multi-walled nanotubes
(MWNT) are prepared according to established methods.
Such SWNT and MWNT are commercially available, but
they may also be prepared on site according to methods
common in the art. Au(IIT)Cl13 reduction is subsequently uti-
lized for interfacing gold with the CNT without the aid of
additional reducing agents such as citrate for colloidal Au
preparation or external voltage sources (in other words, CNTs
play dual roles as substrates as well as reducing agents).

SWNT and MWNT were purchased from Carbon Nano-
technologies Inc. (Houston, Tex.) and Nano-lab Inc. (New-
ton, Mass.). The purchased CNTs were purified by acid
refluxing by sonicating in HNO3 (0.1 mg-CNT/mL) for 1 hr
(SWNT) or 4 hr (MWNT) followed by H2SO4:HNO3 (3:1)
mixture for 12 hr (SWNT) or 24 hr MWNT). The acid-
refluxed samples were filtered using a 100 nm hydrophilic
polycarbonate filter (Millipore), followed by washing three
times with distilled water supplemented with 0.2% sodium
dodecylbenzenesulfonate (NaDBS). The purified CNTs were
reconstituted in 1 mL of distilled water. The CNT solutions
were further centrifuged at 14,000xg for 40 minutes at 25° C.
to remove non-dispersed CNT aggregates, yielding the super-
natant with CNTs that are well-dispersed, shortened and oxi-
dized at the tips, as exemplified in TEM images (FIG. 4).
From analyses of the TEM images, the average length and
diameter of dsSWNT was estimated to be 186 nm with a
standard deviation (SD) of 46.7 nm and 1.7 nm with an SD of
0.14 nm, respectively. For dSSMWNT, the average length and
diameter was 376 nm with an SD 0f35.2 nm and 19.0 nm with
an SD of 2.92 nm, respectively. The estimated diameters are
comparable with those in manufacturer’s specification (0.8-
1.2 nm for SWNT and 10-30 nm for MWNT). The resultant
dsSWNT and dsMWNT suspensions remained stable even
after six months (FIG. 5). Polydispersity and poor solubility
of CNTs impose a considerable challenge for their practical
applications. This method provided very effective and stable
dispersion of CNTs in aqueous solutions.

The gCNT was prepared by interfacing gold (Au) with the
dsSWNT and dsMWNT through Au(IIT)CI13 reduction. Vari-
ous thicknesses of gold layers were coated by controlling the
time of Au(IIT)Cl13 reduction as well as the initial Au(II[)C13
concentration. SWNTs play dual roles as substrates as well as
reducing agents. The reaction medium for the Au deposition
consisted of 5 wet-% dsSWNT or dssMWNT solution and 95
wet-% of aqueous solution containing various concentrations
of HAuCl,. The reaction mixture was incubated at room
temperature (23° C.) with a gentle mixing. The reaction pro-
ceeded over various periods. The resultant gCNTs were har-
vested and washed three times with distilled water after cen-
trifugation at 10,000xg for 5 min to remove the remaining
reactants i.e., HAuCl, and SWNTs. The resultant gCNTs
were reconstituted in the water. Their sizes were estimated
using AFM and TEM, and their optical properties were evalu-
ated using UV-vis spectrophotometer. FIG. 6 illustrates TEM
images of gSWNT (top) and gMWNT (bottom) synthesized
in the reaction conditions of 5 mM HAuCl4 and 5 min incu-
bation. FIG. 7 illustrates AFM images of dASWNT (a) and
gSWNT (b) produced under the same conditions. The surface
characteristics of dsSWNTs (FIG. 7 @) and gSWNTs (FIG. 7
b) are clearly different. The gSWNT surfaces are smoother
and have distinctive ‘bumps’, indicating more than one Au
nucleation and their growth on SWNT surfaces. FIG. 75 ii
shows rod-like shapes of gCNTs with two or three slight Au
bumps with minimal gaps between them, indicating not only
multiple nucleations and their growths on SWNT but also the
complete coverage of gold on the SWNT surface.
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FIG. 7d illustrates the normalized plasmon-derived optical
resonance of gCNTs, showing their transverse plasmon
absorption at visible region of 520-530 nm as in spherical Au
NPs as well as their longitudinal resonance peak in the MR
region near 850 nm as in gold nanorods (GNRs) (red line).
The conventional spectral data for many GNTs in suspension
were in good agreement with the PA spectra obtained from a
single GNT (symbols), demonstrating gCNTs’ potential as
NIR high contrast PA agents. The gCNTs’ plasmon responses
in visible as well as NIR were significantly higher than those
for the shortened SWNTs (gray line). The PA signals from
rare gCNT clusters with the average size of 250-300 nm were
10-15 times stronger in amplitude compared to that from the
individual gCNTs in analogy to CNT clusters. FIG. 7 ¢ illus-
trates the epi-fluorescence microscopy after attachment of
fluorescein-labeled secondary Abs, confirming the gCNTs’
capability for simple and robust bioconjugation. After Ab
conjugation, gCNT absorption peak of the transverse plas-
mon resonance decreased substantially, while the longitudi-
nal plasmon resonance peak was slightly red-shifted to
~1,000 nm without notable change in its intensity (green line
in FIG. 7 d). This is related to the changes in the surface
characteristics as well as the local refractive index by Abs on
the particles.

Well-defined and stable interfaces between NPs and bio-
components are useful for developing and implementing a
DNA-guided assembly of multifunctional/multiplexing rec-
ognition units on the gCNT. Specific and selective molecular
recognition properties of chemical moieties, proteins, and
DNA are a foundation of the self-assembly process. The
gCNT can be easily conjugated with biological/biochemical
targeting molecules, such as Abs and DNA, by the same
protocols developed for gold colloids.

Antibodies and DNA oligonucleotides were coupled to
gold NPs by the alkane thiol method. To thiolize gCNTs, the
retentates after filtration at the final stage of gCNT production
were reconstituted in 1 mL of 50% ethanol solution. Mercap-
tohexanol was added to the gCNT solution at a final concen-
tration of 1 mM, and the mixture was incubated 5 minutes at
25° C. After incubation, the remaining mercaptohexanol in
the reaction medium was removed by filtration using 100 nm
hydrophilic polycarbonate filter (Millipore) and washing
three times using the potassium phosphate bufter (5 mM, pH
7.0) supplemented with 50 mM NaCl. For Abs, thiol groups
are generated by treating the Abs with dithiothreitol (DTT) to
reduce disulfide bonds. Designed oligonucleotides with
5'-thiol modifications were purchased from commercial ven-
dors, such as IDT-DNA (Coralville, lowa). To functionalize
gCNTs and biocomponents, the reduced Abs (10 pl) or
5'-modified DNAs (1 ul) were added to the thiolized gCNT
solution in the phosphate buffer to the final concentration of
10 wet-%. The reaction mixtures were incubated for 2 hr at
25° C. and the reaction was terminated through the aforemen-
tioned filtration and washing step. The resultant bio/abio
hybrids were examined using TEM. FIG. 8G illustrates DNA-
guided clustering of gSWNT through hybridization of
complementary DNA sequences attached to the sidewalls of
gSWNT according to the aforementioned method.

Thiolated oligonucleotides may be coupled to gold NPs by
the alkane thiol method (FIG. 8A).

Polystyrene beads may be attached to 200 nm Au as well as
to E. coli cells through antibody conjugation (FIG. 8B), for
the development of flagellar motor based hybrid systems. In
this particular example, Abs were attached to the surface of
the beads through biotin-streptavidin conjugation.

In addition, DNA was attached to the tips of carbon nano-
tubes (CNTs) (FIG. 8C) with the goal of self-assembling
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complicated nanostructures with greater control of compo-
nent location. A one-dimensional self-assembly of DNA-
CNT conjugates was achieved through the controlled inter-
facing of CNT and DNA (FIG. 8D). Furthermore, a mono-
functionalized, i.e. one carboxyl group, as well as
bi-functionalized, i.e. two carboxyl groups, gold nanopar-
ticles were synthesized through the solid-phase place
exchange reaction and the modified nanoparticles were
coupled through the diamine coupling reaction to form dim-
mers (FIG. 8E) and 1-D gold chain (FIG. 8F). The results
demonstrate well-defined and stable interfaces between CNT,
gold, DNA and other biological components.

Our results indicate the high potential of CNTs as non-
invasive NIR-responsive photothermal agents for therapeutic
and nanotherapeutic applications. For example, selective kill-
ing of bacteria may be demonstrated using a combination of
pulsed laser energy and NIR-responsive CNT NPs conju-
gated to the surface of Escherichia coli (F1G. 9). The results
demonstrate irreparable damage to disease-causing patho-
gens and the usefulness of carbon nanotubes for non-invasive,
in vivo photothermal antimicrobial nanotherapy. Obtained
with PT microscope in PT imaging (PTI) mode, PT images
demonstrated very high PT contrasts (as distribution of local
PT image amplitude) of individual GNTs even at relatively
low laser fluences in the range of 1-10 mJ/cm® at 850 nm
(FIG. 10a). The PTI contrast and image size increased with
increasing pulse energy (FIG. 105), accompanied by bubble
formation around overheated GNTs with the appearance of
several overlapping microbubbles from closely located GNTs
(FIG. 10¢). The results are in line with our previous data with
Au NPs. In thermolens mode, the integrated PT signals
(FIGS. 10d-f) and PA signals (FIGS. 10g-/) demonstrated
similar behaviors. In particular, the PA signal amplitudes
gradually increased almost linearly with the increase in laser
fluence of 1-10 mJ/cm?, followed by further shifting to non-
linear PA amplitude enhancements at the range of 0.5-10
J/em?® with the sign of slight saturation at higher energy above
10 J/em? (FIG. 10j). Laser pulse number did not affect PA
signal amplitudes at very low fluence, i.e., below 10 mJ/cm>
(FIG.10k). However, at higher fluences, significant decreases
in PA signal amplitudes were observed with increase in pulse
number. Especially, at 7.3 J/cm?, the PA signal decreased ~3
times after the first laser pulse and disappeared after 10
pulses. This indicates the extremely high GNTs’ NIR absorp-
tion capacity with very effective conversion of the absorbed
energy to thermal energy, leading to GNTs* damage. The
bubble lifetime and size, depending on the laser energy
(4-100 mJ/cm?), were ranged from 10 ns to 4 ps and from 200
nm to 20 respectively, implying the possibility of the well-
controlled and highly localized cell damage (with minimal
damage on surrounding normal cells) through proper selec-
tion of laser energy that generates bubbles with sizes compa-
rable with the target area.

The efficiency of GNTs as PT sensitizers in pulse mode
was compared with other promising NP-based PA/PT con-
trast agents, such as spherical Au NPs, GNRs, GNSs, and
CNTs. Comparisons were made on the basis of bubble-for-
mation thresholds, which are useful criteria to estimate the
efficiency of laser energy conversion into heat and accompa-
nied phenomena. The thresholds at the laser wavelength of
850 nm (8-ns pulse width) in water were found to be (1)
3.8x1.2 mJ/ecm? for small clusters (3-5 NPs) of 11x100-nm
GNTs, (2) 4 mJ/cm? for individual 155-nm GNSs, (3) 50-100
mlJ/cm? for small clusters of 15x52-nm GNRs, (4) 80-300
mJ/cm? for clustered 40-nm spherical Au NPs (at 532 nm),
and (5) 300-500 mJ/cm? for clustered 1.7x186-nm SWNTs.
Even considering the slight differences in sizes and the poten-
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tial variations in NPs’ spatial distribution and dispersity, we
can assume that the efficiency of GNTs is significantly higher
than that of CNTs, spherical Au NPs, and even GNRs, and
comparable with that of GNSs. However, compared to GNSs,
the GNT’s smaller diameter, rod-like shape with hollow core,
and less rigidity (close to CNT’s mechanical properties)
could provide better targeting to small cell-surface biomol-
ecules (5-10 nm), better clustering capability, and possibility
to carry therapeutic payloads. The GNT’s bubble formation
threshold of ~3.8 mJ/cm? is significantly lower than the estab-
lished NIR laser safety standard levels (35-100 mJ/cm® at
wavelength of 700-1,100 nm), thus enabling the low toxic
GNTs very promising for translation to humans. The adding
of ethanol (40%) to water with GNTs led to further decrease
the threshold to 0.9 mJ/cm® due to facilitating the bubble
formation phenomena. Using an established calculation algo-
rithm, the absorption cross-section of GNTs with the dimen-
sion of 11 nmx60 nm was estimated as 7.6x107'° cm? at 900
nm, which is comparable with that of GNRs (although GNTs
have smaller diameters than GNRs) and higher than that of
GNCs (3.5x107'° cm?) and GNSs (~107'° cm?), and much
higher than that of conventional dyes such as indocyanine
green (10° cm?). Such unexpectedly high absorption cross-
section could be explained by the synergy of longitudinal (as
in GNRs) and gold-shell (as in GNSs) plasmon resonances in
the hybrid GNTs. Our results hints that GNTs not only are the
most blackest nanomaterials considering their strongest
absorption, butalso can be called as “nano black holes” owing
to their unprecedentedly high absorption cross-section sig-
nificantly (more than one order of magnitude) exceeding their
geometric cross-section, which allows photons traveling far
outside GNTs can be “trapped” by them in analogy to space
black holes. In addition, the required laser fluence is much
less than the established laser safety standard levels (35-100
ml/cm?), enabling gCNTs very promising for translation to
humans. Moreover, the chances of the gCNTs’ structural
alterations are very minimal at these low laser fluences as our
data indicate.

PA/PT imaging/mapping of nude mouse mesentery within
the field of interest (FIG. 11a) was obtained by automatic
scanning microscopic stage with mouse at fixed focused laser
beam with diameter of 10 pum (FIG. 11¢). The PT technique
with the highest absorption sensitivity among currently avail-
able techniques revealed slight absorption heterogeneities of
endogenous, low-absorbing mesenteric structures (FIG.
11d). PA technique provided lower absorption contrast back-
ground due to its low sensitivity to micro-scale local endog-
enous absorption (FIG. 11%). The administration of gCNTs
conjugated with Abs, specific to the LYVE-1 receptors on the
surface of nude mouse mesentery, led to the appearance of
strong both PT and PA signals atthe laser fluences of just 5-10
ml/cm® (FIGS. 1le and 11i), which significantly (10-30
times) exceeded those from endogenous backgrounds (FIGS.
11d and 11/%), and were preferentially located in lymphatic
wall. Specifically, the mean signal amplitude from lymphatic
wall was increased from 0.21+0.02 a.u. (background, before
gCNT application) to 15.18+4.12 a.u. (at 60 min of gCNT
action) (p=0.0006) for PA signals, and from 0.24+0.02 a.u. to
7.61x£1.87 a.u. (p=0.0002) for PT signals. The signal ampli-
tudes were stable during one-hour observation. The detected
signals in vivo were well correlated in shape and amplitude
with PA/PT signals obtained from the same GNTs in vitro. A
few false-positive signals in the interstitium and fluctuating
signals within lymphatics were observed, which might be
associated with Ab-gCNTs up-taken by tissue macrophages
and simultaneous washing-out, unbound Ab-gCNTs by
lymph flow.



US 8,313,773 B2

13

As a control, unconjugated gCNTs were also injected to
mesentery surface. At the 15” min after gCNT administra-
tion, PA/PT mapping revealed randomly scattered low-level
signals in the tissue interstitium and more profound signals in
lymphatic flow above the background; however, no signals
were observed in lymphatic wall (FIGS. 11fand 11j). Within
next 60 min, signals became diminished in lymphatics due to
their natural “washing” by lymph flow; however, a few sig-
nals with increased intensity were detected in interstitium
(FIGS.11g and 11%). The latter signals can be associated with
the gCNTs up-taken and locally concentrated (or aggregated)
in local tissue structures (e.g., by macrophages). These find-
ings strongly suggest that the PA/PT signal distributions with
Ab-gCNT conjugates (FIGS. 11e and 11/) are correlated with
the position and local concentration of Ab-gCNTs bound to
LYVE-1 receptors. Assessments of different lymph vessels
showed highly heterogeneous gCNT spatial distributions
along lymph vessels and gCNTs bound to the surface as
clusters rather than single NPs in multiple discrete points.
This data are in line with blood vessel wall targeting by QDs.
The control study of gCNTs in vitro in suspension did not
reveal gCNT aggregates. Thus, in analogy to blood vessels
the observed phenomena may reflect the molecular diversity
of the intact lymphatic vessel endothelia in vivo in terms of
the differential expression of LYVE-1 receptors on LECs. We
also observed strong signals from valve leaflets (FIGS. 11e,
and 11/) that may indicate LYVE-1 expression by valvular
endothelium, which has not been reported before.

About six-fold increase of laser energy (10 mJ/cm? to 60
ml/cm?) level led to non-linear, dramatic increase of PA/PT
signals with dominant PA signals. This indicates the higher
sensitivity of non-linear PA signals (compared to PT signals)
to the local absorptions around nano-scale absorbing targets
(i.e., gCNTs). These phenomena were accompanied by
highly localized (within 5-10 um), bubble-related damages of
lymphatic walls around the zone of high local concentration
of gCNTs or their clusters without notable changes in sur-
rounding tissue (FIG. 4b). The integrated PA/PT technology
with NM super contrast gCNTs may have broad-spectrum
potential applications for non-invasive in vivo molecular
imaging and highly precise and target-specific therapies.
These would include treatment of lymphatic malformation,
PA molecular detection of metastasis in lymph nodes and
non-invasive PT node’s purging, real-time tracking of gCNTs
for blood/lymphangiography, selective gCNT-based drug
delivery to lymphatics, and selective inhibition or stimulation
of lymphangiogenesis to prevent metastasis progression or to
restore lymphatic drainage at lymphedema, respectively.

Ethanol in reaction mixtures significantly (up to two order)
enhanced bubble formations (FIG. 12). The significant
increase in the bubble formation for GNs and CNTs at the
high ethanol concentration (90%) was associated not only
with the thermal properties of ethanol but also with the etha-
nol-induced formation of large CNT clusters with the dimen-
sions up to 10 uMx20 um. The increased CNTs’ hydropho-
bicity at the high ethanol concentration resulted in their
increased adhesions. This strongly suggests that the delivery
of ethanol to infected sites can significantly enhance the effi-
ciency of selective nanophotothermolysis for their treat-
ments. Ethanol (and likely solvents with similar properties)
lead to more effective bubble formations and more profound
heating in pulse mode because of its better thermodynamic
parameters compared to water and its enhanced thermal
expansion phenomena. As a result, the level of laser energy
required to produce the bubbles around NPs and their nano-
clusters is dramatically dropped, in particular for CNT clus-
ters (more than two-order magnitude decrease). This
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approach to enhance PT antimicrobial nanotherapy is very
promising because ethanol is already widely used for disin-
fection purposes. This approach can also be applied for PT
cancer nanotherapy with both GNs or CNTs because particu-
lar percutaneous ethanol injection (PEI) is already used to
treat different tumors, e.g., liver tumor. This technology can
be further improved by the local and systemic ethanol admin-
istration in applications based on laser-induced bubble for-
mation phenomena (e.g., cancer and vascular legion treat-
ment). The gCNT acts similarly as CNT with the added
advantage of biocompatibility, which CNT itself does not
possess.

The gCNTs disclosed here are useful as a nanoparticle for
an in vivo photothermal system and diagnostic contrast agent
due to their optical properties, simple and robust conjugation
techniques, and excellent biocompatibility. In addition, the
substantial red shift in its surface plasmon resonance gives
rise to a NIR absorption band. These optical properties in
addition to biocompatibility make gCNTs useful for in vivo
non-invasive photothermal therapy.

The degree of red plasmon resonance shifts as well as the
absorption intensity may vary depending upon the size of
CNT and thickness of the gold layer. Various sizes of CNTs,
both well-dispersed SWNT and MWNT either of which may
be in the range of about 50 nm, about 60 nm, about 75 nm,
about 100 nm, about 125 nm, about 140 nm, about 160 nm,
about 180 nm, or about 200 nm may be prepared based on the
disclosed method of gCNT production. Their sizes will be
determined using atomic force microscopy (AFM) and trans-
mission electron microscopy (TEM). For each set of CNT
with a proper size, e.g., 50 nm, various thicknesses of gold
layers may be coated by controlling the time of Au(II1)CI3
reduction as well as the initial Au(III)CI3 concentration.
These variations allow for variations in the thickness of gold
layered upon the carbon nanostructures. The optical proper-
ties of the gold-carbon nanostructure vary according to the
thickness of the gold layers.

Gold colloids are functionalized with thiol groups based on
the Brust reaction to form a stable layer. The thiol groups are
then replaced by other ligands, such as, for example, amine
(—NH2) or carboxyl (—COOH) groups, through the Murray
place displacement reaction. The resulting modified layer
may be used to covalently cross-link with biological elements
functionalized with appropriate chemical reactive groups.
For example, to confirm the Brust reaction, the gold layer may
be linked with 5'-thiolmodified oligonucleotides. The func-
tionalization of an oligonucleotide may be assayed, for
example, by epi-fluorescence microscopy simply by incorpo-
rating a fluorophore, such as Cy3.

Examples of biocomponents that may be used in the
present invention are Abs and DNA. Abs may be functional-
ized, for example, with thiol groups. Thiol groups may be
generated by treating the antibody with dithiothreitol (DTT)
to reduce disulfide bonds of the antibody. There are also kits
commercially available for the thiol functionalization of anti-
body. Designed oligonucleotides may be purchased from
commercial vendors with appropriate 3' and/or 5' modifica-
tions, such as, for example, 5'-amine, 3'-amine, 5'-thiol, and
3'-thiol modifications. Considering in vivo presence of
DNase that degrades DNA, the stability of DNA might
become an issue for in vivo application of this technology.
When encountered, the challenge can be overcome by using
peptide nucleic acids (PNA) which are DNA mimics with
pseudo-peptides. PNAs are not recognized by nucleases or
proteases; thus, they are resistant to enzyme degradation
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which would happen in the course of the delivery through
blood. In addition, they act the same as DNAs, forming stable
duplexes.

A finely controlled conjugation of different types of Abs
(Ab) can be achieved by DNA owing to their selective
molecular recognition properties. As depicted in FIG. 13,
carefully designed DNA sequences may be cross-linked, or
hybridized to the gCNT construct. The DNA sequence is
designed to minimize mismatches and crosshybridizations,
as well as to hybridize with multiple, shorter DNA for linking
Ab in specific configurations. Each shorter DNA is function-
alized to Abs, followed by self-assembly of the DNA through
DNA-to-DNA hybridization between the gCNT attached
DNA (‘molecular adaptor’) and DNA with Ab. This process is
referred to as self-assembly because the final units form spon-
taneously without explicit positional control of component
parts. This assembly occurs in parallel because the hybridiza-
tion reactions between oligonucleotides for the recognition
unit are not competitive. Moreover, control is achieved by
assigning unique recognition elements or addresses, such as,
for example, Ab, to specific DNA corresponding to specific
locations in the DNA sequence of the molecular adaptor. The
density of the molecular adaptor may be evaluated using
fluorophore labeled complementary DNA of the molecular
adaptor sequence. Fluorometeric and epi-fluorescence micro-
scopic analyses may be performed to assess the density of
molecular adaptor on the surface of the gCNT construct.

As noted above, the carefully designed DNA sequences
may minimize undesirable mismatches and secondary struc-
tures. In addition, the size of the oligonucleotides may be
varied such that they maintain stable duplexes at the physi-
ological conditions. The stability of the DNA duplexes
depends largely upon environmental temperature. Tempera-
ture dependence of DNA duplexes is characterized by melt-
ing temperature, Tm, which is defined as the temperature at
which half of the double stranded DNA has dissociated into
single stranded DNA. Tm varies depending upon the length of
the DNA, its relative GC content, the salt concentration, and
the nearest neighbor energetics. In other words, the properly
designed DNA sequences should be stable under physiologi-
cal conditions.

An alternative method is based on the Burst method fol-
lowed by the Murray place displacement method. A gold
colloid surface may be functionalized with thiol groups by the
Burst method. These functionalized surfaces may be cross-
linked with 5'-thiol modified short oligonucleotides. Due to
the limitations on this method, the final product may have a
different number of each antibody, if more than one antibody
were attempted to be attached. It is also possible that some of
the Abs may be missing. To avoid this, additional purification
steps may be added after functionalizing the oligonucleotides
to the gold and before attaching Abs. Sequential affinity chro-
matography with the counter-part reactive groups, such as,
for example, —COOH for —NH2, allows for purification of
the molecular adaptor with the optimal ligands attached. The
effectiveness of the conjugations may be assessed by deter-
mining the density of Abs on the surface of the gCNT struc-
tures after (1) conjugations using DTT reduced rabbit IgG
Abs linked with appropriately modified DNA, such as, for
example, 5'-thiol modified and 3'-amine modified DNA to
link carboxyl group on the surface and the reduced Abs and
(2) fluorometeric analysis as well as epifluorescence micro-
scopic analyses after addition of fluorophore, for example,
Cy3, labeled goat anti-rabbit IgG.

A series of experiments with the bioconjugated gCNT
systems may be performed with different cancer cells and Abs
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specific to the different cancerous cell types. The cancer cells
for the experiments include the MDA-MB-231 and MFC-7
breast cancer cell line, and selected Abs specific to the cancer
cells. Each cancerous cell line may be cultured in 12-well
plates. Cultured cells may be incubated with gCNT structures
in different media, including saline solution and whole
human blood. After incubation (1-2 hr), the binding efficiency
may be evaluated using silver enhancement stain (Amer-
sham®) according to the manufacturer’s protocol. Appropri-
ate controls may be used, including no addition of gCNTs and
addition of antibody-free gCNT assemblies. Selectivity of the
conjugated antibody may be evaluated by incubating gCNT
assemblies with one type of antibody in the wells containing
other types of cells. Selectivity and efficiency of multi-anti-
body conjugates may be evaluated by carrying out the above
experiments for multiple cell lines using the gCNTs conju-
gated with Abs to the selected cell lines.

In vitro photothermolysis may be performed using the
optimized gCNT structures with various cancer cell lines
used above. Cells may be cultured in 12 well plates in the
ATCC prescribed medium. After incubation with antibody-
conjugated gCNTs with the culture cells, NIR light of appro-
priate wavelengths may be administered to induce photother-
mal damage. After NIR exposure, cell viability, membrane
damage, and gCNT binding may be evaluated using stains,
such as, for example, calcein AM (Molecular Probe®) for cell
viability, aldehyde-fixable fluorescein dextran dye (Molecu-
lar Probe®) for membrane damage, and silver enhancement
stain for gCNT binding. The experiments may be done with
appropriate controls, including no addition of gCNTs and
addition of antibody-free gCNTs. Effectiveness of multi-an-
tibody conjugates may be evaluated by carrying out the above
experiment for multiple cell lines using the gCNTs conju-
gated with Abs to selected cell lines.

As various changes could be made in the above methods
and compositions without departing from the scope of the
invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above
description be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense. Unless explicitly stated to recite activities that have
been done (i.e., using the past tense), illustrations and
examples are not intended to be a representation that given
embodiments of this invention have, or have not, been per-
formed.

We claim:

1. A method of manufacture of a near-infrared responsive
composition of matter effective in diagnosing and treating
disease in a patient, the method comprising:

(a) reacting a carbon nanotube solution and an effective
concentration of gold to form a reaction mixture,
wherein said reaction mixture comprises a ninety-five
wet-percent aqueous solution and wherein said aqueous
solution comprises a concentration of HAuCl,; and

(b) incubating said reaction mixture under conditions
effective to form a near-infrared responsive composition
of matter.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said carbon nanotube is

both the substrate and reducing agent.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said reaction mixture
further comprises a five wet-percent single-walled nanotube
or multi-walled nanotube solution.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein a targeting moiety cho-
sen from the group consisting of antibodies, deoxyribo-
nucleic acids, peptide nucleic acids, folate, proteins, protein
fragments, and small cell-surface biomolecules is coupled to
said near-infrared responsive composition of matter.
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