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ABSTRACT

This study qualitatively examined the Polish veteran gf World War II

social dislocation, status 1ncongruence and cultural retention exgeri-
enced by this partlcular group w1th1n this spec1f1c ethnlc commun'ty.-

. This group of 20 veterans was unique in its li¢e cycle. {mmigra-

-

tion involved multiple displacements, forced incarceration follRwed by
participation in battle and conflict. Some endured a prolonged stay in
yet another nation.before their eventual permanent placemenf in Canada.
Indicative variables ingervening in thé acculturation process,
such as educational aspirations, fami1<.attitudes, primar§ and secondary
rclationships,Hexogamy, and ethnic commun&ty‘ties were influenced by the
individual veteran's pré-War social posit{oning, war-time experienceﬁ,
and subseqﬁent migration experiences.,
Gradual accultdration, and to a 1e;sef extent, assimilation into
the dominant Englisﬁ-Canadian culture grouﬁ, was‘a'persistent.pattern

within this gﬁydy. This present sample indicated a tendency toward

Canadianization without becoming fﬁlly Canadian in all value orientations,

-
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. Present Problem _ -

CHAPTER I

, INTRODUCTION

-

Canadians think of themselves as the proponent of an ethnic mosaic,

suggests
preserve
Canadian

. The

as leaders dn the concept of cultural pluralism, This situation

a society composcd of many ethno-cultural groups all able to

and maintain their cultural distinctiveness within the overall

u . .

society.

Prime Minister, the Rightanoufable'Pierre Elliott Trudeau, in

;his address to the Canadian House of Commons on October 8, 1971, initiated

a multicultural outlook when he announced that Canada would henceforth be
. . [

ethﬁoculturally diverse; officially bilingual but no longer a bicultural
, ’ ) < .

society.

The Evolution of Multiculturalism

;
Canada must safeguard -

the contribution by other ethnic groups to the cultural
enrichment of Canada and the measures that should be .
taken to safeguard that contribution .... A vigorous '
policy of multiculturalism will help creage confidence C
in one's own individual identity. It can form the base
of a society which is based on fair play for all,

The government will support and encourage the various
cultures and ‘ethnic groups that give structure and
vitality to our society. They will be encouraged to
share their cultural expression and values with other
Canadians and so contribute to a richer life for us all
q(Hoh§e of Commons Debates: 8545, 1971). -

3

-~

[

"Prior to 1971, policies towards 'other Canadians' ranged from sup-



1 .

- * . 2
port to hostilities and restrictions depending upon the political
climate of the day ..., In the 19th century acceptance or rejection of’

grbups and individuals depended, on religion, rather than ethnicity"

-

(llelling, 1978, p. 2). '"France recognized this and granted French

citizenship rights to all Roman Catholics residing in Nortl American in

1717" (Cornell, Ouellet, ﬁ Trudel, 1967, p. 11). "After the conquest,

Britain continued the policies of attracting settlers of diverse back-.

2

groﬁnd,lprovided they were Protestants" (Helling;_1978; p. 3). In the
earl} pineteentﬁ century the gchrnmeht was mainly concerned with loyalty
toward the British sovereign and not ethnicity. . /

lAfﬁer World War I heightened imperial sentiments created policies
of Anglo-Conformityl All non Anglo-Celts were expécted to assimilate an
Anglo-Celtic world view. . However, with the.onslaught of World-ﬂar iI
iﬁdusprial expansion and changing population patterns hastened the break-
downlof ethnic bgrriers. Expanding urbani zation brought togethér both

13 - = L3 » - - . ~
early arrivals and newcomers, Ethnic segregation in the cities soon

lost its legitimacy as "fair accommodation practices outlawed differen-
tial treatment on the basis of ascribed criteria" (Helling, 1978, p. 7).
~ - .

A post-war attitude reflecting a stronger commitment to Human Rights

F
.

fostered a move toward greater equality for all Canadians.
‘Canada's changing social climate brought about aparallel shift in
immigration policy. These policies provided the context and terms under.

which the Polish Veterans came to Canada at the close of ‘the Second

el .

World War.
Throughout most of Canada's history, immigration policy
has tended to favor citizens of the United Kingdpm,

- TFrance, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and the’
United Stgtes. It was felt that these immigrants would

- -
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.~ fit most easily into Canad1dn soc1ety (Sheffe, 1975,
p. xiii).

The Fedbral Order in Council of October 25, 1918, pgohibited those
wvho were deemed "undesirable, owing to their peculiar customs, habits
... becausc of their probable inability to becomec readily assimilated to: .

assume the duties and ;ﬁsponsibilities of Canadian Citizenship within a
. e :
reasonable time after entry." Their presence within the country was at
Q““ﬂ
best rcstrlcted to npral areas and slow 1ntegrat10n was expected.
Y -

The immigration regulations as of Septcmbcr 17, 1954 reiterated the
aforementioned 1918 prohibitions and designated place of birth as an
1nd1gat10n of preferred status btatlng that:

Subject ta the prov151ons of. the Act and to thesc regu-
“lations, a person who sceks to be admitted to Canada may
“be so admitted if he is found by an immigration officer
in charge to fall within one of the following classes of
PETSONS +eu's

a) British bubJeLtS by birth or by naturalization in
the United Kingdom; Australia, New Zealand or the Union
of South Africa and citizens of Ireland;

b) citizens of the Unlted States of America;

c) citizens of France born in France or in Saint-
Pierre and Miquelon Islands .... (P.C. 1954- 1351)

.

The nonpreferred category was made up of other Luropeans, 1nclud1ng
Polish c1t12ens and non- Europcans. Their presence wlthln the country

was at best suffered and theirx eventual equality not sought.

John Porter (1968) sumnarized some df the available facts about the

treatment whlch mlnorlty groups received in Canada.

Thie first group to come into & new relatively unpopulated territory

- -

bécomes the effective possessor of that territory ‘as well as the charter
group of the society with the privileges or prerogatives to decide who
is going to be let in and what he or she ill be permitted to do,

This theory indicates that the ethnic structure of a community in



4
terms of its charter (in Canada's case, English and French) and non-

charter groubs (all other ethnic groups)'is,detcrmfned carly and tends

to be self perpetuating. This hypothesis is open to investigation as an

Anglo-Saxon phenomenon, The Ffbnch'wqrc the first Europcﬁn settlers in

of@ario but Scottish merchants arrived later and usurped their position.

- 1 -~ =

Porter gocs on to say that in social processes of this kind, there
1 i

[y

gradually develops a reciprocal relationship between ethnicity and

social class. Onc of the tools-used to keep the. non-charfer members in

. [

thelr place was the.cthnic stereotype, or as Porter cglls.it ”xﬁc_myth- .
ology of raccs"; 'This‘mythology cncompésscﬂ the béliéf‘that the )
supposed individual and social defe]opmcnt of‘a person's country or
origin determined his or her shperiority within a group. If their‘
country‘wgs considered.morc advanced by the Canadian immiérati?n pelicy
makers, the new immigrant was considered innately superivr. Regretably,
;dvance$cnt was defined mainly lplthe industrial/cconomic.scﬁse.

As Canada adyancedlcconomically, the imﬂigratiqn policies allowed
for an entrance status to be assumed by the less preferreﬂ'ctﬁnic groups.

“"Phis entrance status implied lower level occupational roles and

subjection to processes of assimilation 1aid down and judged by the

" charter group" (Porter, 1968, p. 64). Néwcomers i#ho entered the country

as lawyers, doctors and professors often found themselvés relegated to

loﬁer level 3bcupation51'?d]e§ until they could prove their abilities

.to the larger society. Often they were expected to update their educa-

tional level beyond that expected of the average Canadian within the
same field in order to pain acceptance back into the professional ranks.,
"At least 20 percent of the post-war Polish immigrants came with higher

v
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cducation, professions or other specialized qualifications. Thesc
individuals could enter into their professions or occupation only in

rare inétunces” (Radecki, 1976, p. 55).

v

Immigration and ethnic affiliation were important factors in the
formation of social classes in the Canadian setting. Ethnic differences -

were important in building.up the bottom layer of the stratification -
system in both the agricultural and the industrial milieuwhere labor

-

- v -
was difficult to‘gﬁ{;in. This method of allocation affected the post- ‘
-war Polish immigrant. The Canadian government agrecd.to accept a number

of Polish veterans and refugees provided they agreed “to work for a cer-
tain length of time as farm hands, in textile industries or in other
menial -jobs,

’ / . L4

The Polish Veteran

According to the 1976 census therc were 99,845 Canadians whose
mother téngue was Polish. This study dealt with only part of this group -
namely the Polish World War TI Veterdns who found themsglves in Canada

N

sometime after the closec of the War.
These Polish immigrants arrived in Canada from another society
which had developed within them habits and attitudes which often differed

widely from those of the established members of the communif& to which

T -

tﬁey came. The results of the sociual dislocation, incongrous status and

degree of cultural rtetention implied in this situation was tempered by

the social dislocation he or she had experienced before their arrival in

Canada; the severe dislocation of social norms and social control caused
. 4 -

oo :
by their experiences during the Second World War.

-Social Dislocation. Forms of social control arc based on the
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stability éf a social network and are effective only in so far as this
stability$i$.rcal; Uﬁcc.socia{ stability‘is shattered and one cécqunters
crisis - change = crisis - ;hangc in ﬁn ever more acéclerétcd.fashion,
there is no time for graduhl control and stable social reality ;s
sha%tofcd. " The deciphering of the validity or abnormality of a culti-’
vated norm becomes a hopeless tdsk when it is sdddenly realized that

this ,norm has lost all social significance and that some other. norm has

appedrcd in its place. ‘

-

For the Polish veteran many of their cultivated social norms were

shattered in 1939, Their spherc of practical acquaintance had broadened

3 . . . . ' . .
* considerably causing their experiences to “run counter to the situation

stated by William Thomas and Florian Znaniecki in their study of Polish-
American immigration at the turn of the century.

The individual's sphere of practical acquaintance with
social reality, however vast it may be compared with
that of’others, is always limited and constitutes only
a4 small part of the whole complexity of social facts,
It usually extends over only one society, often over
only one class of this society; this we may call the'
éxterior limitation (Thomas § Znaniecki, 1927, p. 5).

Geographical dislocation and long term stress during the WaT yeuars
allowed these vetcrans £o eliminate much of this exterior limitation and
to témper the tendency toward ﬂinsuffigient,gcneralization” (Thomas &.
Zﬁuﬁipcki, f927, p. 294) where the immigrént‘harbors an image or per-
ception of particular classes of people but not of man in general.

Many of these veterans had expericnced extended periods of incarcera-
tion in either German or Soviet ﬁrisons.: This was coupled with stnrva; “

tion, "terror, medical experimentation, forced marches and labon where

retaliation and relief were impossible.
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The Polish veterans were also the exception from any other veter-

an's group because they were a group formed outside of Poland resulting

in the unavaiflability of troop reinforcements and limited rest and T
relaxation. lFor many therce was a soujourn after the War“in displaced

person's camps for as long as. five years. Those who werc not -dwelling
within displaced person's camps cndured an initial immigration experi-
ence ,previous to their Canadian one in either.England or South Amgrica.

Some underwent both dislocations.

-

A

A -
Cultural Retention. In his study of Italian Americans during the

latter 1930s, Irvin Child stated:

The newcomers may at first form a transplanted scgment
of a foreign nation; in time they may become an integral
part of American society with virtually nothing to mark
them off from others. But this change is gradual, and
both the immigrants and their immediate descendants are
certain to be profoundly affected by the duality of
‘social traditions they encounter and by the distinctive
position of their own group within American society
(Child, 1943, p. 1),

s

. This distinctive .situation is also truc in the Canadian social

setting within the Polish ethnic group. A clash of cultural traditions

.
\

causes a cohfusion within the immigrant which.necessitates gradual

ﬁf—w—’ .

) immersion into the hpsf culture. With cach gencration bhéth cultural
retention and cultural rejeﬁtion cccur enabling individual and social
cquilibrium. The springboard for this equilibrium is the ethnic com-

munity.

e first learn how fo act in a collective which thercafter peoples.

our memory and shapes ourselves. It is our human fate that ... we arc

not solitary but social" (Novak, 1973, p. 57). '"A person is born into

an ethnic group, becomes related to it through emotional and symbolic

\



8
ties, and this position serves as a platform for self-conceptualization
.which represents a set of psychological states as well as social roles"

(Radecki, 1976, p. 201). This tie with the home community is a starting

- point for all immigrants but among the Polish veterans in this study

.

there were various levels of identity and interaction with the Polish
community in Canada from the time of their arrival. The acéulturgtion
process was affected by many factors but the degree of cducation obtained
bc%orc_immigrntién p{ovéd to be very significant.

YThe Righer a man's social rank, the more frequently he interacts
with persons ogtsidc'his own group'" (liomans, 1950, p. 185). Thée intel-
lectuals in-this study, thqse'whpse educational level had cxcecded thé .
undergraduate university level, experiéhccd acculturation at a much
swifter pace apd were.able to choose -their contacts and contact times
within the cthnic community. ' They were hetter able to sclect the
traditions thcy wished to maintain and those they chose to dlSCde
They contained thc self-confidence to dec1dc when and wherc they neecded
to either-give or receive assurance and support from their cthnic
couhterparts. | ?

Conversgly, those whogé educational level was lbwér exﬁericncéd
lower status recognition, established greater dependency on the éthnic
comnunity and acculturated or assimilated at a s;ower pace, 'These‘
tight?y knit ties within the ethnic community affected valuc orientations
for at least one generation.

Another factor which played a large part in thc individual veter-

an' s degrce of cultural retentlon was theit d051re to live in Canada on

a pcrmanent~basis. The majority of post -1945 arrivals were political
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refugees or exiles, many of whom initially ha;bbredfhopes of rcfurning
to Poland if there was anlaltcfation in the political situntioq:

"_The individual immigrant's rationale fof the terms ”péliticul
refugee! or Moxile was éxfensivé: 'ﬁTherc were thosc who came to stay
becausc of peace and stability. Some were refugees tired of running and
waiting. Others wanted no part of Egrope and her destruction uﬁd sﬁ?fcr—
ing. Sﬁme came becuuse Sf @ spirit of adventure" (llelling, 1964)., There
were those who came because their pre-war status recognition would:be
severely affcéth by a return to post-war :Poland and there were thos
who feared for their lives or faced possible imprisonment for their pri-
war social stanhing br‘poli;icai beliefs. ‘ |

Thé majoritx of Poles who found themselves outside, Polish borders

"in 1945 did in fact return to Poland. . -

Of. the Polish armed services abroad, 94,000 were repa-
triated, and of the millions of forced labourers only
approximately 380,000 remained as refugees or stateless
persons ,.., Great Britain assumed responszblllfy for
-Polish military personnel and their dependents #ho did
not wish to be repatriated. The choice was to remain

in Great Britain or emigrate ‘elsewhere under an asslsted
pqssagc plan (Radecki, 1976, p 32).

*

”lhcy and. their dcpcndcntq numbcred 223,000 pcrbons” (Vernant 1953,

p. 353). But prcasurc was brought to bedr on Great Britain by the new

Polish Government'which demanded that the allies repatriate all Polish

citizens under their jurisdiction. The allies, in many cases, attempted

' ' -—

to comply with this request. One respondent from this study who found
himself residing in a displaced person's camp in Gerﬁany at the close of

_the war stated:

’ ,-. i . ~ . R .
Representatives from the government of Great Britain and
‘other officials within the camp tried to persuade us to
return to Poland or go to France. We went to Francc.f
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Caﬁhdiuﬁ*immigration from‘this group dr&mutizcd the variable of
$clf-scléction,~ TheiPolish officers, often mémbers of the Polish elite,
chose Canada by a percentuge greatér-than 15 to 6nc, the, usual ratio for

~officers over enlisted men. - . : _ :
P i
/

They came with a highly decveloped self-identity as Poles,
often sceing themsclves as trustecs of the unencumbered
Polish culture-and heritage, believing that it was their
sacred duty to remain Polish in order to preserve and
foster their valucs abroad since it was no longer -

* . possible in Poland itself (Radecki, 1976, p. 202).

Consequently, the motivation toward assimilation fof thosé who
dOleCd 50 settle in Canada was less in the initial stages. Many veter-,
ans intended to return to Poland if the Sov1et form of Lovcrnmcnt ever
changed. - The 1onger they stayed, the more they acculturatgd with the
Ircsuit that most‘respondchts'in this Sfudy Conéiderba themselves ‘to
be Canadians, althouph the degree of deiPolanization varied ffom'feépon-
dent to respondent. Using Henfy Radécki's'typoldgy; most df the respon-
dents' within this study evolved from being '""Poles in Canada’ to
"Canadian Polish", None within this study considerqd'themselves members
of the luStAtwo cu;egories.; namely ”Canadiins of Polish Background" or
”Stati;tically Polish". Both of these 1;st two.categories indicate.
almost total assimilation and usually refer to thosc cither‘horn in
'Canadﬁ~ofﬁperson5 who urrivéd as véry young children. (Sece Appendix-A).

Given the preceding situation, the yorking theory for this study
udjusté ifsqlf in the following manner: The Polish immigrant arrivéd in
Canada and established contact with a network within the Polish community.
Eventually tirough job experiences, thei; childrens' educational experi-

I

ences or othgr social mecans there was a tenuous journcy into thé

Canadian community and culture. Those respondents with higher educa-



. 11
tional levels venfured into.the hajority situation fasFeE/uLd maintained °
looii? ties with the ethnic community. In the ensuing years thié latter.
group ;cturncd to the ethnic community as advisors. They re-entered the
ever assimilating cthnic comminity with a'ganﬁdjan Eplish outlook, They
found‘iu community in‘ﬁhich the primary g;oups, the busit'sources of any
genuipc sociulization,'hud bécome WQakcncd by the deVblopment of a
depersonallzed mass society ...." (Matejko, 1980). While a number of

-

Poles in.Canada avoided belnL blended into o melting .pot, for many

North American 1nd1v1duallzat10n, the cult of the 1nd1v1dual began to
crccp in and Canadian aspects of culture were more readily accepted.

Most rcspondents w1th1n thls btudy felt the Canadian’ Lultural

v
-

mosdic allowed them the frecdom to retain or discard whichever tradi-
tionual patterns they chose af,a piace commensurate w%th individuél social
equilibrium, They found that in Canada they were eipected to adaﬁt‘to
one or another of the two dominant cultures “but they were not expected -
" to hecomc‘part of the melting pot ﬁhénomenon which is present in the
United States. Canadiah; had § pride in their ethnic pluralism,
"Loyalty ta one's own.cthnié origin was generally acceptable, 6r at
least toleratéd by the two foundiqg people. Over time, this emerged
with an even higher degree of toleraﬁce for ... different culfureé and

values ...." (Radecki, 1976, p. 200).

+

Status Incongruence. According to Homans:

T Status congruence is realized when all stimuli pre-
sented by a man rank better or higher than the cor-
responding stimuli presented by another, or when all
the stimuli presented by both rank as equal. The

. less fully this condition is realized thc greater the
status incongruence (Homans, 1961, p. 248).
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According to such a definition, "the status of the same individual

may be congruent in reclation to certain people and incongruent in

]

relation to others” (Bendix § Lipset, 1966, p. 303).

"arly Polish i@migrants who argived before the Sccond World War
were mostly of a lower class background" (Radecki & Hcydenkbrn; 1976).
They had lengthy exposure to the Cunadiun material and social values.

As a conscquenuc thcy did not e351ly accept the leadership 1sp11at10n5 :

1

of the post-war new arrivals -from the intelligentsia. This hab led to
some‘misﬁnderstanding.and even tension within the Polish ethnic com-
munity, us‘ﬁell as adaptatlénﬁl problems for this latter group:

The post-war Polish imﬁigfants contajned a larger proportion of

individuals from the ranks of the middle. class. They diffgred greatly in.

. ! » ) ) .
their value oricntations and commitments from Poles belonging to

B

previous immigration groups. Consequently, they exhibited differences
in their approaches to their Polish.heritage, their understanding of

Polish patriotism, socio-cultural upbringing and aspirations,

¥

The social and cultural tlanbformitlon made mdndatory by the

decision to live in Canada brought with 1t a feeling of status incon-
gruence within mahy of the demobilized soldiers.. This was especially
true among the intelligentsia yho brought éith them traditional cultural
.and social aspirationé‘and social roles which were understood and. at

least partially accepted within the Polish cthnic community. However,
these same roles, aspirations and traditions were not applicable to the

1

-

Canadian scene.

This incongruence was felt by thosc whose status shifted downward

¢

from their pre-war position, particularly if thlb downward shift meant
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" acquiring nonprofessional or manual emplayment. The pre-war work ethic

was notably present and hall a psychological impact. Zygmunt Bauman
states:’

In pre-war Poland - the lofty scorn for hard work was

{ .decply ingrained in the traditional ‘gentry culture.
The contempt for hard work, especxdlly manual, was
something like the. first commandment in the” dccalogue
of the dominating culture. Maklng one's living at
this kind of work was sufficient to exclude one from
well-bred society. The other side of the medal of -
the same cultural system was the extremely high pres-
tige ascribed to all kinds of clean jobs, cleanness
being a value in itself, independent of any estimate
of the social utrility, rdtlonallty and appropriateness
of the job .and its role in increasing wealth (Bendlx &

- Lipset, 1966, p. 535).

For those of the former gentry who werc unable to obtain "clean"
jobs, compensgtion was exhibited by a tight alignment with.ﬁhe Polish
organizations where prc-wnr‘traditions, titles and/or behavior Were ;not
only accepted and respectéd but quite often encouraged. The pérticibants
felt they werelamong peers where their present status was. tolerated and
understood. llowever, at least on a secondary level, this effect of
status. incongruence precipitated a.dilémma and an arca of tension among
Canadian Polish organizations.'

Organi;ationally the aims of each Poliéhrassociation reflccts the
needs and views of people who sce themselves either as Poles in Cunada;
or as Polish Canadians. The intellectuals found themselves alienated
fréﬁ‘both groupé for there werevery few cases of accomodation of pro-
fessionals within the framework of traditional associations. The intel-

>

ledpualrfe1t "the spectrum of socio-cultural activities remained marrow
. . F : . .

and in several cases of a mediocre quality oriented towards common
\ =

tastes and not up to the elitist preferences" (Matejko, 1980). In this
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instance the status incongruence wasmore keenly felt within the Polish
. ’ . !
-community than within the Canadian'social setting, "The higher the [
degree of status incongruepée among group members the lower will be the
degrec of mutual friendship" (Bendix & Lipset, 1966, p. 308).
Seciaul class incongruence was also felt in the choice of a suitable
' o . . . :
“marriage partner. Thé combination of availability of an uacceptable :
spouse in pre-war terms and Canadian individualization caused psycho-
logical as well as social strain. - Stanislaw O§sowskiMCXplains the pre-
war attitude toward mate selection as follows:
"In Poland, as clsewhere in the first half of the nine-
teenth century, the two terms class and estate were.
often used interchangeably. People referred to the
middle class or the middle estate, or spoke of seeking
wives (or husbands) from the women (or men) who belong

to their own estate or their own class (Bendix &
Lipset, 1966, p. 88). .

Many among the post-war immigration compensated for this class in-
cohgruence by marrying upward on the Canadian ethnic social ladder. If
a suitable spouse could not be found within the cthnic community they
totally accepted North Aﬁerican individualizati&n by enteripg into a

love match devoid of all past social strictures and ethnic considerations.

~

'Mcthodology-aﬁd Personal Background ‘ .

- .

My reason for choosing the qualitative resecarch methed was primarily

. : o N
to avoid the pitfalls of the.detached observer - to alleviatea fear about
. L4

social scientists expressed by Gino Barone: "They end up knowing as much .
about the social groups they study as someone studying the mating habits
of tropical fish by observing the ten gallon tank on top of a «television
set" (Wrobel, 1979, p. xiii). Particdipant observation, my first me thodo-

logical choice and the most éffective method available to solve this

o
s " B . -
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dilemma, was limited by time sequences and geographlcal d1ff1cu1t1es

whlch necessitated not only the llmltatlon of my findings to southern

-

Ontario but:instigated the need for additional systems of research.
The study culmlnated as a socio- hlstory/communlty study supplemented

by oral testimony and 1nterv1ews.

Because of the singular lack of written information'on this topic,

s

particularly in the'English. language, oral testimony became a research

‘necessity. Robert F. Harney, of the University of Toronto, QISE, and a

- historian who has studied ethnlc groups in Canqda, peints out that in
addition to the 1nformat10nal benefits in the oral testimony process,

the understanding of the social phenomena of ethnicity is heightened.

No document can give us an indication of the immigrant's frame of mind.

*In an interview-oral testimony situation, the person conducting the
imterview can sglect-;bg or her informant and questions' can be asked with

a.specific‘purpose in mind. .The fdllowing remarks by Harney were particu-

1arly approprlate for'thls sample of Polish veterans.
- bl
Undoubtedly the best source for the study of the cluster
of motives which led to the decision to migrate ... is the
immigrant himself. Passing through political jurisdic-
tions, often clandestinely or anonymoysly, immigrants,
alohe had a total view of their ... path from country-of
origin tQ‘arrlval in the New World .... The trip did not .
end-at the border qr ... in Halifax ... (Oral testimony)
makes it possible to study immigrant adjustment - to
measure the poverty, prejudice, and exploitation encountered
by various groups at the timeé of their insertion into North
American society .... Oral. testlmony can elicit the per-
ceptions of personal and group history, of 1dent1ty, and p
of résponse to immigrant life which shape and cause éthnic
. persistence, -The’record of the gradual altering of iden-
- . tity-and culture,forms the interior history of immigrant
groups; it is ethnicity, and it i$ especially accessible
through interviewing (Harney, 1979, p. 2).

A
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b P

Oral history or the interview method works best for gathering im-

-

pressions, opinions, and attitudes rather than a process for determin-
'.0."'"“!. . . ' ]

A

ing fact. It i§ possible to delve into the very depth of people and

Iearn what makes them like they are.

Since the qualitative knowledge of anrethhicigroup necessitates a-

: . : . ' .. . i P/
very personal extended involvement, over time, with the community under " *

study, a summary of the,author's personal saaithistory inside’ the = ::
Polish community bears repeating. '

[

. The author's actual immersion into the Polish-American communlty
began 25 years ‘ago, in 1956 when she enrolled in sociology at Wayne State

University, expressed an interest in the Polish—American community’and was -

placed in a field experience as a group worker in a community house run
by the Chrysler Corporatioﬁ, near the old Dodge Main Plant in Hamtramck,
Michigan, a community largely populated by Polish-Americans.

She-entered this experience as a non-Pole with no previous experience
or contact with anyone in the Polish ethnic community. Other than reading

e

- X ‘ .
a few book$ about Poland in the Hamtramck library, her knowledge of
I ) N

Poland, Poles or the Polish-American community was severely limited.
- . L

Ethnically she was Anglo—Saxon,-she was a Protéstant'and a rank outsider
in the community she’had set out to explore. In terms of social research .
this scenario fit very neatly into Thomas and Znaniecki's typology, a

methodologically pure approach towaré.the'study of society and its prob-

lems, ¢

. | . .
- ' In studying the society we go from the whole social con-
text to the problem, and studying thé problem we go from
- the problem to the whole social context. And §n both
“types of work the only safe method is to start with the
assumption that we know absolutely nothing. about the group
or the problem we are to investigate except such purely
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formal criteria as enable us to distinguish materials
belonging to our sphere of interest from those which
do not belong there (Thomas § Znaniecki, 1927, p. 19).

From a participant observation standpoint, Dodge House was an

interesting place to start her journey. Dodge House was run by and for
( -

thé Preébyterian Church, In thQ:§9505, when feligfous lines were vefy

tightly drawn, it was somewhat o%qan anathema to the Polish community" (le1/"

[

which was by and large Roman Catholic. The children in the Polish com-

munity surrounding Dodge House were often warned not to attend the ses-

‘sions where they would be forced to mix not only with non-Catholics, but

A

blacks as well. (The Polish community bordered on the black éomﬁunity,

\ -

a2 largely Protestant ethnic‘group with strong ties to Dodge House.) -
Frequently this warning came from the local prie;t but more 6ftéq'it came -
from the neighborhood and family units within the c0mmunity.‘ This also:
gave her the opportunity to witnessrthe role of reiigious proselytizing
within an ethnic community, often pe;petfétqd by a cbldnial-p;ternalistic
‘mentality of the dominant group tpWard a minority. - - T
This first group, in terms of the Polish perspective, was one of

"outcasts' or '"rank newcomers" - newly arrived from Poland. They lived
' : - .

within Ehe-Polish-American community but either .refused to conform or

wéfe still relatively unaware of the sdcial consequences of participation

within the Dodge House complex. In many cases-the iindependence of spirit
‘which the author later found to be a dominant characteristic within the

Polish community was simply coming into play.

This first experience was a participant observation experience with

a daily log rendered to the community house each evening.’ ' ' .

Lo,

With her eventual membership iﬁlthe Roman Catholic Church, followed

.
~
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: N
two years later by her marriage to a member of the Polish-American com-

MUnity, she became what could be termed a marginal member of the Polish
community. The name change alone made a substantial difference in terms

of acceptance within the ethnic tommunity, It instigated non-acceptance
within. the macro Anglo-Saxon community; the first step toward forced
empathy with the group. Access to the Polish-American community became

.

significantly more ;vaiiable and the trust lévql rose but she was still
a non-Pole, an.outsider or at best a newcomer to the communit&.
Qgcausé'she was now considéréd.afPolish—American by the macro-com-
muﬁity, she as able to experience‘and internaiize,;as“a Polish-Aqerican,
. much of the symbolic interaction from this larger coﬁmupity. As George
+ Mead and Charles Cooley might now indiéate, she éa@ herself in terms of
“- _. significant others in a diffe?ent’light than was heretofOre.peréeiveq_by

her earlier life experiences (Dushkin, 1974, p. 104), She was perceived

and acted upon by others as a Polish-American but internally she stili

N a

reacted and percéivgd hersclf as a non-Poie. This state of confusion is
perpetrated on every immigrah; who ventures from one culture to another,
“In terms of hqr observationjof the Polish-American community, she:
haé-néw-taken a.largé'step toﬁard viewing the whoie group aS it really -
s . was and not comﬁartmentélized on a questionnaire or in an artificial re-
search laboratory. She was now an'integral part of fhe group., ‘ She made
de01510ns and reacted to significant group symbols in on- g01ng SOClal
acts, and she” had establlshed kinship relations with the community.
. The next 20 years were to develop the Verstehen qualltles necessary

to fulflll the phenomenologist's protion of the able participant chserver:

She attempted to explain variables from within the culture.

[
1]
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1
- . »

These marginal feelings allowed-her_to maintain the dual role so .

necessary to the sociologist. She could understand the group, its

-

symbols and its many nuances but she_cduld pull herself out of the

. . . : ¥
group as an objective outsider, T

N
]

Her scholastic endeavors with the ethnic community continued into

- ~

ﬁhe 1970s wﬁpﬁ'she prepared for her B.S.W, degree from Marygrove College

in Detroit, Michigan, with.a year of ifhtensive field experience in the

'Polish-Americai community.

Placed under the tutelage of Dr. Paul Wrobel, an anthropologist

’ [}

whose interests included thé Polish community, her first experience began
_in mid-September of 1976, with a community organization near the heart of
Detroit's Polish-American community. This relativély new community

organization represented a collaborative effort to do something about

. .

neighborhood problems - crime, vacant ‘buildings, red-lining, etc. - in_é
‘ ‘ »
specific area of Detroit, e

hd -

She found this communify"Orggnization through. her involvement in
theilarger Polish-American comm;niyy. Using the Hamtramck library as a
base for community exploration, she discovered some direction #nd pro-
ceeded to become involved as a participant observer. |

Upon Dr. Wrobel's suggestion, shélenrolled for graduate study at
St. Cyril and Methodious Seminary within the‘Orchard Lake Scﬁools complex
locq;ed in Orchard Lake, Mich;ganh a suburb_located north of Detroit,

- Orchard Lake was the only high school, college and’seminarylgomplex
- stréssing the Polish culture outside of ﬁoland.

Called-upon to fill a position as Acting Dean of Studies at the col-

‘lege, she was able to view the Polish-American community from an entire-
;.
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ly ﬁyesh viewpoint, Essentially,.she worked with_Fhe students in a
counselling type situation, primarily acadenic, but:often personal and/
or emotional_as well.

In this-academic situation the social class and cultural differences
between ‘the Polish-Americans and Poles directly from Poland were readily
obse}vable; This situation allowed her to act and react as‘a participant
observer in the Polish-American Eommuni%y; She was allowed access to an
extensive network of leaders botﬁ public and private wiihin the North’

v

American Polish community and in Poland, At the close of her tenure she

" spent one month in Poland with family contacts made at Orchard Lake, and

while there obtained ready access to various social classes and regional
cultural differences.
Knowing that she was soon going to enter the graduate school of

Sociology at the University of Windsor in Windsor, Ontario, she began to

RET R

decipher the Canadiaﬂ ties with Poland. Poles in Poland %eel a sﬁrgng
tiéwwitﬁ Canada, Many have relatives already living in Canada. To somé
Canadafhas become the preferred location of future residence, replacing
ihe.UﬂiFed States.

3 After the return ffom Poland, her immersion into the Polish-Canadiaﬁ
societf confinggd_phabated. .Using contacts and reference points from

the preceding 25 years, she estéﬂlished contact and was able to funéfion
on a marginal level with ‘the Polonia? in Canada;} Now she found herself
to be a marginal person in at least threevcultﬁres - Polish, Polish-
Canadian and Canadian. R : - B

A limited knowledge of Polish was a necessity for her éontinuéd Te-

u ]

search. Having had some contact with the Polish language in her home

——



and at Orchard Lake, she continued her studies in that directi

she entered the University.of Windsor. The Polish language ¢l

her limited access to younger members of the local Polish community, most

" of them second and third gemeration. Through her instructor s

-
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on. when

ass granted

he’

established contact and became a mpmber of the local Polish parish cheiry

a situation where only Polish was spoken. The desire to struggle with

the language as 'a non-Pole was appreciated by the choir members and all

subsequent contacts within the Polish-Canadian community.

Along with this quasi-participant observation situation,

method of yvesearch for her purposes lay with the interview-con

.

3

approach,

Over 4 25 yed; period a ﬁuman.boﬁﬁ had been established w
community, but key information needed to be deciphered so that
interviews, although small in number,‘co@ld in some way indica

social class, cultural variety and depth within the community.

necessary to guard against Fred H. Blum's warning that the key informants

should not be accepted.-at face value but must bé car
fully screened in the light of the nature of the re-
searcher's relationship to the people to give infor-
mation and others not do do so .... Besides insight

. into personal relationships the researcher must know
somethirig about the position of ‘the people in the
community ... the role they play, and the reactions
of other people to “them {(Filstead, 1970, p. 85).

This search led to various areas of the Polish community

Province of Ontario. The,designafed'sample size of 20 respond

the best

versational

ithin the
the
te the .

It became

e~ +

within the

ents had

- to be Polish veterans of World War II now living in Canada. The sample |

‘ needed to include males and females, highly educated, professi

non-prbfessional, and those of moderate or little education.

choices were-limited by time and geographic considerations.

- L4
N A -

onal and

These
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In establishing the 20 interviews, the network establtshed over the

last 25 years came into play. One contact led to another. The author
s i Y
was soon able to differentiate between public and private key informants.

The public informarts were the visible leaders within the community. For’

*this study they included a priest, leaders within the Polish veteran's
organization, and a university professor.” These respondents wére per-

ceived by those outside of the community as the persons most aware of

the community's functioning and thought, The private informants were

often unobtrusive members, of the community who had lived within the com-

munity for a very 1ong period of tlme. They simply obServéd the workihgs‘

’

w1th1n the c0mmun1ty and were not plagued W1th the ego involvement or
limited uision'that a public informant or leader within the community
rwaé allowed to pcrceive,by those in key ‘positions around them.

-The publlc leaders oftcn screened thelr 1nformat10n and thelr sug~
gested contacts very carefully before relaying them to the researcher
because of thlS ego involvement. A 'loss of face" could become the
p0951b1e consequence, dependlng on the researchér's findings. Acéuracy
of data from such "a source might also be in doubt because such a leader

.is" often so elevated by the community thaf'hé or she is shielded from

accurate knowledge of the 51tuat10n.

-

In assessing the value of items of ev1dence, the observer's OT Te-

"searcher's role in the group had to be taken into account. , The way the
subjéuts of the study defined that role affected what they disclosed to
the researcher. If the-observef carriéd on the research incognito,

partiéipating as a full-fledged member of the group, he or she would be

privy to knuwlcﬁge that would normally be shared by such a member and
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must be hidden from an-outsider., On the other hand, if the observer was

known to be a researcher, the observer had to learn how community members

defined him or her,.and in ﬁarticular, whether or not they believed cer-

-
» . . ' ~

tain kinds of information and events should be kept hidden from the re-

-

scarcher.

v ]

When this author- called one fcspoﬁdenf to ‘ask for a possible inter-

. ]

. view and the latter discovered she was a sociblogist; he feSponded,l"What

1

' &3 this another expose of the.Poles?" She reassured him it wasn't and
.answered, several of his questions using a liMited amount. of Polish,

"Whenhe discovered that my husband was of POlth descent he assured me

v

that he would give me an initial dudlenccf' Later it was discovered that

he was one of the communlty s key prlvate leaders. Ile was moderately

- . 1

useful to thls researcher as an informant but othcr respondents alludcd
te him often as a person of assistance to them when they first arrived

in Canada. Outwardly he did not seem’ tied to  the community but privately

he was very protectiveé of it and helpful to its members.

.

Rapport, once access was allowed, wds readily established and the
hours and hours of. interview-conversations continued apace until the

goal was accomplished, The average interview lasted about 4 hours with

the longest lasting 7 hours, T

Years of expcricnce within the Aﬁeyipan and Canadiah Polish com-
munities allowed the fulfillment of the rcquirement§ for a thorough
qualitativc methodOIOgy as stﬁted by ﬂilliam Fiistead: -

- Qualitative methodology refers to research strategies,
such as participant obscrvation, in-depth interviewing,
total participation in the activity being investigated,
field work, etc., which allow the researcher to obtain
first hand knowledge about the empirical social world
in question. Qualitative methodology allows the re-



searcher to 'get close to data', thereby developing °

the analytical, conceptual, and categorical compon-

ents of explanation from the data 1tse1f “ees

(Filstead, 1970, p. 6).
In this way the disbovcry is made that "the causce of a spcial or
© individual phenomenon is never another SOCldl or individual pthomenon
alone, but ¢1ways a combination of a social and an individual phcnomcnon"

(Thomas § Znaniccki, 19272 p. 44). Valués evolve or chunge as the

social setting or social conditions are.altered.

- B -

This study indicated that many first or immigrant generation Péiish-
Canadiﬁns went fhrough an cvolﬁtionary proces§. They sturtéd out com- ,Jf
p]ctcly tied to the culture of orlgln and out of loncllneSh or-a fecllng
of isolation became completely immersed in their work expericnce and/or
their families and their ethnic community. The next stage Wils an ¢x-

’

tended perlod of Lanadlanlzﬂtlon followed by a w1thdrdua1 from active

.

.

participdtion 1ano]19h institutions. A few cases experienced a period
of denial of their Polish heritage. Eventually they re-established tfés
with the ethnic community realizing that at this point the community and
they_theagelves were now differant. The ré-éstablisheq members now con-
sidered themsélveé to be half Canadian and hplf Polish. Their advanced.
age allowed them to iook and emotibnally react to situations from a
hiétorical perspective. They were able to combine the two cultures and
insure the continued existeﬁce of the ctﬁnic community in a rapidly
changing environment.

The above description denies the perceived stereotype of the average
member or, more particularly, the leader within the Polish community -
the image of a person completely tied to the-culture of their past,

alienated from thé macro-community surrounding them., Many perceived
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leaders held to this stercotype but much of the private leadership came

from the former description. _ ?

Alexander Matejko, in his study of the Polish-Canadian intelligentsia

observed the following differences bhetween the intelligentsia and -members

of the marginal intelligentsia or the working class.

The selected population of the Polish intelligentsia
that was included into our survey showed a relatively
high level of cthnic commitment of an informal nature,
They spoke Polish, were interested in Polish issues,
read Polish and had many friends among Poles. Their
ethnic identity went together with the more or lbss
successful adaptation to the local Canadian environ-
ment. At the same time a considerable part of this
intelligentsia remained lukewarm to the Polish ethnic
institutions, even including the Polish Catholic
parishes. Those Poles who belonged to the working class
or who were only on the margin of the intelligentsia
showed in several cases a much higher level of devotion

to the Polish institutionalized life in Canada
(Matcjko, 1980, p. 19). kf\\a\

These important nuances within the community were derived through

the sccond stage of Qualitative methodology.

In order to predict behavior, sociologists have to
understand the complex processes that precipitate .
human interaction.. ' To understund these complex pro-
cesses, sociologists must obtain information relevant
to the various attitudinal, "situational, and environ-
mental factors: that compose the real world for those

~under investigation. Failure to obtain such informa-
tion subjects the sociologist's data to a challenge of
credibility (Filstead, 1970, p. 7). : -

This study attempted to decipher to.whnt degrée this small sample of
Polish veterans had accepted the behavior patterns, beliefs and values

of Cuanadian society in place of their own.



FOOTNOTES

Summarization of Case No. 5 and ali further quéted Cases are derivéd‘

frdm\full protocols in the hands of the author.-

Polonia - the term Polonia is the Latin translation for Poland and

has come to be applied to Polish communities or colonies planted

“
.

outside of Poland.' ) 0

o
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CHAPTER ‘11

- L .

ko - . .
THE ROOTS OF THE POLISH VETERAN OF WORLD WAR II LIVING IN CANADA

BACKGROUND VARIABLE COMPONENTS!’

‘HGeographical Origins

(3
-~

The Polish veterans of World War II wereindividually as distinct

and varied as the sections of the country from which they cmanated
(see Figure 1).

The geographical ‘location, starting from thc Western area’ and

)
- .

-moving,East, from which each veteran emerged and the respondent'

status within that louatlon, reads as foll-ows'2

N .

" Pozidn (3 respondentﬁ) - a large ‘industrial city.located in the .

north-western section of: the country-capital of the Poznan voivodship3
with ‘a voivodship population, in*LQSl,-of 2,106,500. A university was

founded in Poznan in the ycar 1919 The father of one of th?/;espon~
: dents was a member, of its faculty unt11 the fall of 1939 -’The other two

v -
respondents were of rural peasant 11ngage. : ’ ‘

- . .

Slask (Silesig) (3 respondents) - a large industrial area located

in the southwestern section of the’ country-voivodship: capital, Katowice.

Katowice city population in 1921 was 44,000 Katowice was a rail center
‘as well as a center for the mining of coal, iron, zinc and lead., One
respondent was born in Katowice, His father was the deputy governor of

ﬂthc'Baﬁkﬂof Poland, The other respondents came from small rural com-

munities within the voivodship.
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Figure 1. Origin of Polish Veterans of World War

Origin -

© Poznan

Slask or Silesia
Lodz .
Southern Peland
Kielce

Tarnow (Krakow)
Warsaw

‘Bialystok =

Eastern Poland

Biala Podlaska (Lublin)
Terespol (Lublin)
Lublin

Lwow

[ Nowogrodek

No. of Respondehts

PR el TR R

{(moving west to east)

vy



} Kielce (2 respondents) - southwest:central.Poland:fcapital_qf

Voivodghip, voivodship‘popﬁlation-in,1931 off2;935,697. Kielce was a
large trade center éurroundeﬂ by a large agricultural arca;r'Both re:
spondents were from the rural areas of the yoiﬁodship.

Tarnow (1 reSpoﬁdent) -~ a small city in soﬁth western Poland,

hrakow VOlVOdShlp A rural trade center. Thc-one respondent was from

the rural ‘area surroundlng the c1ty of Tarnow. ) » Sy

<
-

Warsaw (1 rcspondentﬂ - cap1tal of Poland, with a c1ty populatlon ’

in 1938 of 1, 289 000 Warsaw is located in the west centrdl arca’of the

-

Lountry. Warsaw was the political, commercial and intellectual center
of Poland. This respondent was from an upper-middle tlass family from
within the city. The father was a member of the legal profe551on.

Blalxstok (1 respondent} - north central Poland, the capital of

»

Bialystok voivodship, with a city population in 1937 of 100,101, The

city‘ﬁbbulﬂfixnmwas 80 percent Jewish, Bia%ystok was a major center £6r’ﬁhe

. : \ K oL

 textile.industry. The respondent lived within the city but gave no .
" o . : - S

indication of social class. = - -

© Biala Podlaska (1 5e5ponﬂent) ~ east central Poland, Lublin voivod-

ship, a trade center with a city population of $0 percent Jewish, The respon-
‘ ; | 4

dent dwelt in the rural area on the family farm,
. Terespol (1 respondent) - small village in Lublin voivodship,

located on the Bug River in east-central Poland, and a small agricultural

trade center.. The respondent's father was an engineer of agriculture for

the "Polish government, an administrater over a large range of farms.

-

Lublin (1 -respondent) -~ focéted in central Poland, capital of. Lublin

voivédship with a veivodship populafion in 1931 of 2,085,746, The city

»
.
1

.. . .
. . .
o .' '\/
.. . .
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30,
population was 50% Jewish. Lublin was a traqé and-intellectual center,
The respdﬁaent came from 4 wealthy family, In 1935 this respondent be-

came a doctor in the fields of neurology and internal medicine,
" Lwow (2 respondents) - capital of Lwow voivodship, and an important
commercial and cultural center. Onc respondent came from a middle class

urban background, Her father was a lawyer. The second respondent came

" from rural peasant lineage.

L T ‘ |

A summatioﬁfof the social class and occup;tional variables ekhibited,'
again, a significant’ level of diversity. | .
. six respondents came ‘from faﬁilies where the-fath;r was a member Of
the professions. Igc;uded i; this.gro;p were a bank eerutive, a lawyer,

university professor, medical doctor and an engineer of agriculture,.

L4

placing them professionally and Tntellectually, if not financially, with-
in the middle and upper-middle classes, ' -
' One respondent déscribed his father s Ma well known Polish parti-

san in the Slask area.' Out family had a history of undﬁrgrohﬁd partisan

activiiy during the era of the partitions and during the German occupa-
‘ . ‘ c. .

tion."* Social class, in this instance, was not specifically stated but s

this aithor concluded from’the tenor of the interview indications of %

middle-class environment. :

~

Nine respondents indicated they were from fural-peasant‘siock. E
- ! : ' b ]

Four respondents preferred to give no indicatiop of pre-war.occupa-

'

tional or social class standing. ¢ -

~ . - - .

ok ok Kk Kk

-
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An individual must be born into an organized group which is geo-

-

graphically, historically and culturally defined. This group perpetuates
trﬁditiop, the sum of all that has been learned by preceeding generations.

Traditions - group mores and folkways - permedte the atmosphere in which

any person or group of persons exist, giving that individual or group

the sense of identity and direction so necessary for their survival.,

Conditions ang environmenf affectfahd mqld individuals. ThQ"Rolrsh
Jeterans of World Ward II did nptlprescnt an exéepgioq'to this §itua£ioq.
Th;y tﬁo\were born inéo a particular cﬁltural‘setting and.WCre_ve?y much
affééted by the ponéitioné and enuiéénment in which fhey found them-
selves, not only‘gpqn their ;frivhl on Canadian soil but brcvious to

- [T
.

this, on Polish ﬁoillbetween-ﬁhe two major wars.of the ‘ceritury, World War

i -

. I:and World War II. . N
[ . © . “
Their formative years were spent between these two historical land-
marks and their attitudes in the political, gconomic, social and educa-

- .

tional spheres'rqflect'thc attitudes of the inter-war périod.'
This narrative is the sum of the subjective'observqtions of the .

pgfticipqnts. It must be remembered that 42 years have pdssed since

1939, Their ﬁerception has changed and, .in most cases, theilr values

-
v

Jhave beén'reorgapized:
. - T . . #
- 7~ 7 . POLAND 1918-1939 @ _ , .

[ . . - P . .

Political Probles
" In November 1918, an independeni_Poland re-emerged-after 123 yeéré

.of'politicgl'partition.? The new natiom and the new government were’ .

' -

.immbdiukely faced with unsolved political problems. -

v - i
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The first ﬁajox problem evolved in the eighteenth century, namely

the necessity of remaining independent of both Germany aﬁd Russia.

Geographical”proximity coupled with the history ‘of domination in--

corporated in these’ two pdwers made foreign policy‘problcms_a dominant

part-of Polish political life. The gut feeling within the new inde-

pendent state was that there should be no alliance with cither neighbor,

To a’people who had tasted independence after such a lengthy stretch of

foreign domination, this feeling was not surprising ot unusual. "They .

" fully savored this feeling of freedom, independence and nation building.

After hundreds of years of crying in the wilderness, Polund, the hope

1“' . - - - L . '
and dream of the Polish peoples «for centuries, was now a rcality. But

[N

the problems which lay ahead loomed large and in many casés involved

"insurmountable odds,

The "Second Republic of Poland", -which emerged after the
‘First World War in the aftermath of the collapse of the
three partitioning powers,. took shape under difficult con-
ditions which did not carry promise of a long life. With-
out defensible frontiers in the east and in the west and.
weakened by the discontent of national minorities which .
constituted ‘thirty per cent of her population, Poland was
‘a small and impoverished bourgeois State, a creation of

the Versailles system standing against Bolshevism on the
- - one hand and against German policy of revenge on the
other (Kieniewicz, 1968, p. 771). .

In the area of foreign policy Polish independence was almost non —

existent, Pressures were always brought to bear from Berlin and.Moscoiv

-

.and English or French assistance could not be relied upon, England,

.-

histqrically fearfﬁl of a stréng France, tended to favor Germany in any
economic or political dccisidns.: ) . .

Pdléﬁﬂ tried to rely bn‘ifs own strengths but internal disunity’
played havoc with any external® unified stancé. The years of partition

.

had left too many‘frdblems in their wake. Poland was dealing with three

o



Idictatorial government led by Jozef Pilsudski based on army support.'
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diverse units, These three units were brotight togethér but they did

not fit together. Some areas of the country were well developed and

. . L oo - .
some were so primitive they were nearly i throw-back to the middle ages. -

The process of nation building had to begin from scratch.- )

Schooled for more than 100 years in disobedience toward foreign .

-

pelitical rulers, most citizens were not ready for the:constitufion and

the parliamentary form of government accepted and set up in 1921,

Thosc in power, while possessing great patriotic feeling, were ill
equipped in the argas of practical political, experience and political
responsibility. "They were ready to concern themselves with the

abstralt welfare of the nation but’ frequently' digregarded the concrecte

o

necds of the living people'" (Barnett, ;938, p. 21).

Consequently, democraéy failed and was replaced in 1926 by a semi-

Pilsudski saw himself as a proponent of Left Wing political thought but

he wanted to rule above, any particular party doctrine. He saw

‘ ..« in his own person’and in a strong administration, &

-~ guarantee of government independent of sectional inter- ~
ests, In reality this conception suited the interests
of the:upper ruling classes. - As a result the opposition
to Pilsudski, which' at first was conducted by the Right .
Wing now ﬁook a Left Wing character {(Kieniewicz, ‘1968,
p. 678).

: . _ o
Even though the ruling BTOups within the. Pilsudski regime rose
_./—‘.——‘
mostly from the 1nte111gent51a and landed gentry, it turned Qut -that the
- L1

Polish arlstocracy lacked su1tably quallfled persons to tak® advantage

of the opportunity offered them, Few- diplomatic posts, the traditional
realm of nobility, were held ﬁ} representatives of the ar@étocrécy. }
Technically it was pqssibie for‘a peasan%yor a worker to rise to the
position of prime miﬁistgr but in realiéy guch a haﬁpeniné wés very.re-.



mote and

- k\,"

The problem of an eff1c1ent and able political elite,

- capable of developing an imaginative program and of

forseeing consequences was to.remain” unresolved in the
years between.the two wars (Szczepansk%, 1970, p. 22),

Economic Problems

incorporated into a scparate cconomic organization with different mone-

tqry‘systems.

flow into Poland where it would find profifablc invcstmént.

-

were 'short-lived.

tremely heavy durlng World War I and carly cfforts at un1f1cat10n and

reconstructlon were 1nterrupted by a new war aga1nst the Sov1et Union- in

. 1919,

Before 1918, each of the threc parts 6f the snew country had been-

U
-

I

-

American capital, whiéﬁ'begén to play a dominant rolg in

A new Polish currency had to be established.® Once a

war-devastated Europe, copnsidered Poland, to a large ex--

tent upder the influence of German- propaganda which
called Poland "ein Salsonstaat", a country unworthy of

confidence. The Germans had an important voice in these

affairs because German banks acted as the intermediary
in the investment of American and British capital in
central and .castern Europe. As a result.an immense flow
of American and British capital to Germany took place,
while Poland was ignored. From the point of view of
international finance Poland was merely a source of raw

materials and semi-manufactured goods, an attitude which

did not assist the backwafd. economy of Poland ,... ’
Poland's balance of payments was now determined by €arn-
ings from the export of raw materials rather than by the
export of finished goods (Kieniewicz, 1968, p. 659).

Pl

Under these circumstances direct governmental involve-
ment in the economic life of the country after unifica-
tion was practically mandatory. Various controls
affected almost every sector of the economy of the new
state .... factories, railways, forests, mines, banks,

ahd fiscal monopolles .++ Operations elther too largc
r 5 B oo o . '

Adding to the balance of, paymént problem; war destruction was ex-

" stable currency was established it was hoped that foreign capital would

Such hopes

v
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or too risky for private capital and private initiative
(Barnett, 1958, p, 174). : .

Medern_ industry had to be developed and manager$, technicians and

#*

administrators trained whilc'ugriculture.was accclerated.®

"

As with'the politicdal arena the ‘economy was not able to overcome
its problems and modernize. Pre-war productivity was never achieved.

In terms of agrihulturé, inhéritancc laws permitted almost limit-
o . [y . .

j gu—

le'ss'subdivision of land, Peasant land holdings often dwindled to less
. than five acres a family. Land usage and ownership was a picture en-
compassing two extremes. On the one hand were. advanced modefﬁ-estatcs,

and large land-hold;ngs which were very productive, and on the other

“hand were small land holders barely éubsisting.'

The land reforms of 1925 and the wérldwide depresﬁion of the early -

1930s forced so iany big land owners to séll large areas of their land

that’ by 1939 onf¥.one-seventh of the arable land was still in the hands

A

=

v

of the large land hoiders.
This depression,'cdupled with severe over-pépulation, particularly
in the soﬁth-cent}al area of Poland, resulted in a level of food pro-

duction that was not even sufficgg;:\gg_meet-;ocal needs, much léss pro-

Social Problems ) . - - =t

A'pervasivc problem affecting.Poland“dé:}héJtﬁe‘fntcT—war period
- Wis the soCiai sirutture.: a Societ
sisting of hasiéﬁlly;twﬁ sbciaiiélasscs] tﬁe:wealthy l;ﬁﬁ 6wnérs‘and the

intelligentsia at the toﬁ'éf the'syétem{ and a Jarge peasant popdlationq_ -

I;iygs<a society ‘of unredlity and rigidity con-

on the.bottom., The middle class was .enlarging during this time period
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but with the onslaught of the Second World War, historically and socio-

logically speaking, there was precious little time for drastic social

;hangé:

The .Gentry. ‘Between 1§i8 and "1939, 'the landed‘genfry,.the ziemianie
rlandownerb] contlnucd to be a dlsf;nctlve social group and a leading
political. and boc1al force flrmly ensconced at the top of socletyTb
pyramid, "In 1922, this ciass accounted for 0.36 percent of the coun-
try's. land area." (Retinger, 1940, .p. 82).

The gcnffy as a class'ingludéd those persons'whd prided thcméglves
on'th;ir heredi;dr* aristocracy, even if they had lived in the city for
generations, and no ionger QWned;iahd

By the same token, the ziemianie group excluded many
actual owners of country estates; because they were of
peasant, ,bourgepis, or foreign origin and not born into
the gentry class (Barnett, 1958, p. 364). o
They observeq a pretcntiouleDQe df.manners and w;rc-often_metiCUT'

lous in conforming to external symbols which they comsidered indicators

of superior ‘status and breeding: - Marriage regulatidns stipulapihg ties

" between one's own rank-and station or social class remained a -strong

PR

cementing force toward grouthoh051gh

An act of Parllament in 1638 outlawed ‘the issuing of t1t1es of

ppbilltY"to any of Pedan 's citizens. There were no Polléh titles of

nobility. Hence, functional titles such as governor, treasurer, etc.,

- took on a much gréater significance. Paul Super in his boak, The Polish
- " - B [ . . .. . R

Tradition, recalls a typical dilémma caused by just such a fascihation

-~

during the inter-war period.

I recall a committee meetlng in Krakow in which the
- serious problem arose as by which title to address a
., letter to.a well-known citizen .... He was a doctor
of medicine and a professor .... He had becn dean

! -t
'

o



of his college, rector of the University, a member of
the city council, prime minister, and was at that time
a senator, This gave him seven life-long titles.
Which one to use was a delicate social question. I
forgot where we wound up (Super, 1941, p. 31).

One respondeht'in this study who emerged frop'the inteiligchsia in
Poland ‘and had achieved proqusional status afterlhis arrival in
Canada indicated his link with this mindiset when he compared Canadian
and Polish sﬁcietyliﬁ the following fashion: "Capadians are much morc
interested in money than Europeans. In Europe family status and educa-
ti;n are far more important; In Caﬁada you ﬁust have a Ph.D: to receivc
name recognition. Even with a Bachelor's or Master's degree thére.is no
significance placed on your name."7

The ziemianik were politically conservative aristocratic families
who had a long historical tradition as the ruling,elément within the
. hation, quevér, in 1918,this class had lost much of its pres;ige.
"As a class iflno'longer played a part in_ Polish public life, and even
its inéividual members rarely emerged into fhe politicdl arena.” a

: o

(Retinger; 1940, p. 83). Widespread economic depression made the merc 4
fact of owning iahd a less viable‘éause for puhlicmactiViﬁy. The relc

of the gentry bégan to be taken over by the intelligentsia. :

v M

The Intelligentsia. Prior t07’1918, Poland never féally possessed a

middle class in the classic Western European sense, Between the peasant

-

and the landowner there was a decidedly vast-social vacuum. During‘the‘

inter-war period the functions of the middle class began to become more
and more absorbed by thé intelligentsia. ’
‘A chdrécteristic feature of this class was a relétively high level -

of education, a lively interest in cultural problems and awareness of

the-ideological and cultural community.

-
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The ‘intellectuals created the representaiive culture of

the nation., They prov1ded social classes, professional

groups, and political parties with ideologies and with
- 7 pelitical gnd social doctrines (Szczepanskl, 1970,

p. 24).

i Al »

This attitude of cultural rqspbnsibility was transported from
Poland by membcrs'of the intclliéeptsia and the middle class into the
Chnudiah Polonia, Many Bf the homes of the desccndanfs of this social
_ group were virtual museum; or repositories of artifacts and literaturé
pertaining to Poland and éhe Polish cui;ure. ‘Often whole lifeftimes
'were spent directing activiéics and steering intellebtual‘thought within
various key groups within Poldmia. 'Alfho;gﬁ often well meaning and
. culturally enriching, this mind set often perpetuated enormous ego in-
volvements by‘the key figures invoLfed. Their attitudes becamc'en-
trenched in a particular hisfbrical‘fime span. Change took place both
thhln Poland and Polonia Dbut they became stagnant and ego 1nvested a
situation‘not lost on most of their adherents. Inrtime'théir influence
wan;d and the;f roi;‘withiﬁ the community became_thﬁt of hfstorian or
v SN
- story-teller, often a respected position but non-functional in terms of
community growth or change.g These individualﬁ‘wore still living within
a pre-war Poland time slot.

-
[

When Poland regained independence, it became ap urgent matter to

-

. ’;igxhypﬁqapoligh_adminiétratioh and cultural appdratus whith would link

[::j::f up more or less strongly such varied esfablisz::j;s.as the judiciary,

the drmy and the schools. A large core.of ci servants became part of

the intelligentsia, Intellectually this class became less erudite as
the ranks of lower level officialdom began to rdpidly expaﬁd.

Compulsory education, abundant secondary schools, inexpensive ..
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. state universities .apd democratic principles all played their part in
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changing the social fabric of the intelligentsia, Traditionally, it
embraced professors, writers, artists, journalists, university students,.
doctors,'IaWyers, clergymén and-other professionals., To its ranks were

now added people from iower'middle, peasant and worker classes.

Links with the traditions pf thg nobility became much looser but

values of-'the szlachta persisted.® Manual labor and trade ‘werc despised
-9
as crass and demeaning. Lven the poorest white collar job was prefer-

-

) . - -
able to business, crafts or manual labor with the ekception of produc-

tion or sale of art objects or participation in the publishing of .-

books. ' L

After 1926, when Pilsudski took power in a military coup d'ectat,

the governing group of colonels came from intelligéhtsia‘faﬁt\ili‘es.~
Professtonal servicemen, 3 new group in the ranks of the P01i§h intel-

. ) . N
ligentsia, now achieved prominence. '

" They were strongly caste-minded, aspired to a top
~ position in the social hierarchy, and were convinced
N of their special national mission, This mission ex- -
* tended not ondy. to the defense of the country but
also to the right .and duty to rule it (lolzer, 1968,
p- 31).

4

The -aforementioned fceling.ofcnafqgggl mission eménated from within @
the inielligentsia as a whole,‘nbt just the military, It mdnifeéged if-
self in a feeling oé sociél responsibility, a need ta soﬁehow right some
of society's wrongs. These feelings were voiced by a respondent within
this preseﬁt study's sample in the following way, 'My family was very .
wealthy in Poland.. I became a doctor in 1935 specializing in neurology
and internal éedicine. I had plans drawn up to build a sanitarium.

Health is more important than monéy. Onc day in the late 1930s it was

-



completcly wiped out and I was in the Army."

- This feeling of social responsibility, the feeling that health yas -

more important than money, followed this respondent to Canada, where he

-

invested his life into the health care needs of the community. le main-
- " tainedan office in a modest home where the importance of family and

cultural transmissiom yerevery evident. He found fulfillment. in serving
the health care needs of not only the Polish community biit also the

bl

-

nceds of newly arrived members of other. ethnic groups.
In f¢tirement he was able to pursue.this medical prattice on a part-

time basis as he settled into the role of community historian and key-

resource person - a mutually satisfying position for both the respondent

and thé local Poldnia;

-

The Peasants. The peasants, the real base of the pre-war Polish ' 10

society, ébnsfitutcd over 60 percent of the population, although their
numbers did not rcflect proportionate influence and overpopulation re-v
mained .a rural problem. ]

Regional and economic differences among the pea;ants were reflectéd
to only a minor degree in the peasant culture.r They were, indepd, the
most homogencous of qll the Polish social classes. Values, éué&oms, "
aspirat&ons and life_style‘were all similar whether one was in eastern
or western Poland., Ownership of the land was fhe principaf source of
presgige and thé principal social division was between those who worked
their own land and the landless, -

Cbmpulsory‘military service for all became onec of the most effec-

tive instruments for sociazl change to enter the life of the young

" peasant. It quite litérally reconstructed him physically, intellectually



-

-
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and to some extent, ecofimically; but its principal contribution was

the installation of a sense of Polish nationhood and Polish nationalism.

The role of Polish nationalism was a very distant concept for this

particular segment of the social strata. This reaction was voiced by an
- N .-

interviewee who spent the first twelve years of his life in pre-war

Ppland, originating from peasant stock. "pré-war Poland was an cra

when the-Polish peasant was somewhat hostile to the idea of Polish

nationalism. The partitioning powers had taken their toll in this re-

N Q

spect.”

Thirty thousand primary schools were crcated which enormously re-

I
-

_pfffiflghyfnhmﬁer of illitcerate peasants. Legally and’socially all
barriers fo‘upward sogial,mobility began to become a tﬁiné of the past.
"The peasant cont;nued to climb the social ladder ... a large number of
lawyers, physicians and university profegsors were'gons of peasants
whose‘parents liveﬁ in the village" (Ledﬂiski, 1944, p. 156).

" The most pOWerfulrand nume Tous political pgrty‘dhfing this period
was the peasant party, although it concerﬁed_itsélf largely with agri-“
p . ‘

cultural reforms which would immediately benefit the peasants. For
. .

answers to other political issues, members of this party allied them-

- selves with other groups at all po;ntQ of the political spectrum.

The Proletariat. The industrial proletariat or the workers were a
relative?y new class in Polish society between the wars. This group

comprised about twenty percent of the population and gainéd most of its

) membership from the surplus rural population.

They: were, on the whole, a patriotic group with a political bent,

v ’

considerably left of center. The majority suppofted the Polish Sociali

Party but concentrated political action by the workers was a rare

~
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‘e

Tence.

-

Workers employed on government and municipal enterprises cnjoyed
the highest prestige. They received hlgher salaries, enjoyed numerous

fringe benefits and.had a measurc of JSL seCUrlty.
The more skilled and well- organlzed laborers in private
enterprises also carned wages much above the national
- average .,.. These and the government workers were often
- - able to save enough money to buy their own homes - a mark
of prestige (Barnett, 1958, p. 366). '

There was considerable Social distance between the skilled and the
unskilled laborers. The unskllled were largely peasants who supplemented
thelr farm 1nc0me during the winter in the towns and cities whlle their

wives and children remalned in the v1llage.

Ethnic. Mlnorltles. "Thirty percent of the population, aboutnlo
million people, consisted of etnnic minorities." (Barnett, 1958; p.l45).
"Thirteen point nine percent were Ukrainians, 8.6 percent Jewish, 3.1
percent Byelorussians, 2.5 percent German and 3.2 percent belonged to a
variety of other groups.' (Szczepanski, 1970, p. 26).

To complicate and increase Pollsh problems, the Ukrainians and the
Byelorussians were striving for thelr own independence. '"Ukrainian
nationalistic activities in thekinterwar period gave the Ukrainians a

. °
reputation as troublemakers ...." (ﬁarnett, 1958, p.. 49) and thc Germans
i
were impatient for unification of the western Pollsh provinces nlth
Geérmany. Dur1ng this inter-war period there were almost "3.5 million

Jews in Poland" (Barnett, 1958, P. 49) and the liberation of Poland in

1918 raised new probléms for this group. Included within the boundaries

of Poland were large numbers of Jews from the Russian pale of settlement,
These Jews were not assimilated to either Polish or Russian culture.

They
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for the most part dld not speak Polish, were. under the
« sway of Zionism and had their own separate polltlcal

partiés and deputies.in the Senm cene ™ (Szczepanski,

1970, p.27) o ~ s

This situqtion was described bydsome as a Jewish stdte within a Polish

state.

o . . :- . - - - .

o Many of the Jews comlng out of Ru551a as oppresscd mlnorltles had
shown sympathy w1th leftlst groups 1nc1ud1ng the Communlsts For the -

more chauvinistic Poles this gurnlshed an extuse for characterizing-ald ~
.o . H . . R |

Jews as a politically dangerous ninoritﬁ'which led to sporeﬁic outbuzsts

of anti-Semitism, Under Pllsudskl antl-Jewlsh sentiments were leseened

considerably but German prOpaganda at the end of the 1930s again re-

~

kindled discriminatory feellngs. é S .

¢
.

Complicating the ethnic problem wa§ the religious différentiation. ' .
4 ot

‘"There were 64.8 percent Roman Cathollcs 10.4 percent Greek Catholics '-TQZ@“
i1, 8 percent Orthodox, 2.6 percent Protestant and Mosaics which in=
cluded the Jews at 9.8 percent " (Szczapanskl, 1970, P. 27)

These social, ethnic, -religious and p011t1ca1 conflrcts made

national unification in one concise dlrectlon a problem of the greatest

magnitude. . Lo gk LT
The School System - ‘ P ' . AN '
: : . P !

DEspite these problems there were many integrating factors at work. .

Ohe of st significant was the school system.r _ . T

e schools wére'organized along German and French models with a

seven year elementary school "and a two-étage setondary school. Stage :
' ) 4 - .

one encompassed a four year gimnazjum and stage two, a two year liceun

where university preparatory courses were.offered. Y

-
- . -

. s [

i . s

Ny
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"These schools steered away from early spec1a11zat10n in any one

area, concentrating 1nstead upon acqu151t10n ‘of knowledge and informa-"

tion in concert with the development of one's critical abilities. Com- '

. ¢
oy

. bined with strict discipline and a heavy work load,-academic levels were

hlgh The'system also'provided a number of vocétibnél schools geared-to

eet the demand for skllled labor and techn1c1ans.

,During tR¥s 1nter-war perlod women enJoyed relatlvely free access

to unlver51ty educat1on, particularly those from the upper classes whose iiﬁ

o

secondary education had been sufficient‘to warrant'uniVerSity matricula-

tion. In fact, women perhaps en;oyed freer access to the profe551ons

g
than their counterparts in the Unlted States and Canada during the same

. . N - ‘
3
-

Since minorities were permitted to obtain their own schools, the

time span.

system did not help to foster ethnic integration. , But, with respect to-

’

the effects of the partitioning, it proved-to be an lmportent integrative

factor. YoUng_people educated in the unified school system;began to |

lose feelings of differentiation and separdteness.

e B

Educatlon was. compulsory for all chlldren betWeen the ages of seven
" and fourteen years'of age, and extensive strides were madc‘wlthln both

the areas "of education and culture, but 1111teracy was not eptirely -

stamped out., The authorities could not completely enforce compulsory
education in all sections of the country. ’

" -~ Beginning in 1918, institutions of higher education were again

allowed to give their instruction in the Polish language after a hiatus

-
'

of over 100 years, This, .coupled with closer relationships with
o ' I i ‘

. ~ - A R
academic ingtitutions both scientific and classical in Western Europe,

v
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- L . . h .
caused ,an ever increasing interest in both science and the arts.

&

: : In terms of the sample for this spudy, the'pré-war educational
variable exhibited itself-in the following fashion.

-

. .. TABLE I L.
0 . - L] ¥ ) . ".“: ‘

Years of Education Completed as of September 1st,.-1939 .

. . 5\

Years Completed ‘ Number of Cases

~

g~ 37 S . - 0

.
-,
i
-~}

The Army w0

The érmy}plgyed an pxtensive“rolg ;; a refnforcér or.school of,
citizenship., It cultivated a national consciousﬁess,qg feeling of
patriotism which united thé ﬁopulat;ons.from the most iﬁqlateé outposts,
teaching them té réspect Ehe.ngy Polish State and its authorities.

" General edﬁcatiou of the trobps was conducted very thoroughly.

-

The curriculum included reading, writing, arithmetic, history, geography

&

and natural science, alohg with an emphasis on political science-and .

“economics. For many of the peagsants, it was their first real contact

I

witﬁ libraries and/or theatrical performances of.any kind.
Military. service was obligagﬁry for all males, excepting clergy or.
those serving prison sentences, 21 yeﬁrs of age or older. .

The required tour of duty lasted for two years, followed by trans-

fer to a reserve unit until the age of 40 for enlisted men and 50 for
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officers.® . _ 5

-

Officérs had td hdve completed high school followed by matricula-
tion in one of.two kinds of military schools - The Officers' Training

College for, career military personnel, and the School of Reserve Offi-

*,cers. for reserve personnel. Studies at the Officers' Training Colleges

lasted for two years, while reserve officer training lasted for one,

. ofteri followed by matriculation in a university and six weeks service in

a reserve unit cach year. . - . : - J/
4 .
- - 4 .
Non-commissioned officers, N.C.0.'s, received training of frem five

P

_ﬁo ;eﬁ ﬁonths in ‘3chools for Regular N.C.0.'s. A very few of thém-
eventually progressed through.thc ranks.and became commission;d officers.
TSocial_structu;es-were strict among the Officers Corp and frater-
nization with N.C.0.'s or enlisted men was d%écouragcd. Oné'rgsbondent

noted the following social stricture:
Before an officer could marry, his wife had to be
accepted by his commanding officer. It was considered
highly advisable for an officer's wife to have at
- ' least a secondary school education, be versed in
.cul'tural refinement and if possible attractive, !!

It w@ﬁ?ﬁhé‘task of the commanding officer to maintain stability

-and peace within the ranks of the officer's corp, and since officers and

their wives lived together in close proximity all of the time, it was
felt such social strictures better guaranteed the desired peace and

tranquility.® =~ =

.

' An officer's physical appearance was also of paramount importance.
The taller, Straighter and more handsome his appearance the higher he
was held in esteem by other members of the officer's corp and the

society at large.. : B .



‘Traditions and Values

- .
- 3

The Family. The family was the central societal tie, A strong tic
both ancient ‘and authoritative, Family bonding was
. 1 ‘/’ _ ,‘.
not only biological and educational, but to an unusual
degrec, as compared with England or America, economic’ -
and political; econaomic obviously; political, because
of its solidarity,,qxtent, unity of interest, and ‘the
, number of its connected and dependent retainers (Super,
-, 1941, p. 112). . ~

3

- Helping one another in all ways be it military, legal, moral,

= + -
'financial or the right of residence if someone in the family was in necd,
' was obligatory. Children.were expectég to provide for fheir aged
ﬁa?ents and grandpafenté:),This was accepted as valid role play by all
—— involved in this social unit. | |

. The -father was the absolute head of the fﬁmily,. He was often a
harsh ?nd\strict diﬁc%plinarian, especiélly aﬁéng thg lower classes,.and
éhiidreﬁ frequentiy viewed their fathér with‘féqr whingthe mother was
vieﬁed as a protcétor; Her role was often thét oflmediator between
father and child.

Despite this stiong empﬁdsis on faﬁily solidarity ﬁnd fémily re-

\ﬁ~\ o sponsib

self

ity to each of its members, children were expected to learn

and indepéndeﬁce. Here dual pressures were creaﬁéd and
of -n;hip betwéen parents qnd-children was strainéd. Open
affection~a ention between pargﬁt and child was often limited for
feér of spoiiing the child, "Child rearihg teEhniques were désigned to
.develop strong individpalists, self-sufficient ddults wﬁo could hold
their own in aAharsh and diffiéult‘world" (Barnett, 1958; p. 351). How-
» » ) '

ever, despite these tensions, the Polish family did provide its members

with much support and:security in terms of dealing with a harsh;'hdStile

~
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. outside environment.
When a son became economitally independent he became mastexr of his

own'household: However, for the peasant youth this often took some time.
A young man in His thirties, working on his parént;' land, wouig possess
ﬁeitﬁer economic nor‘sbcial independence,, If the family owned land,

' Qach‘§on after he married was expected to receive part of the property.
-.A daughter was to.reccivc ; dowry and, depending on her social class,
this could include money, clothipg, 1}vestd;k, and/ox land:

During the inter-war period, the Polish tradition of hospitality:

continued unabated, Gosc w dom, Bog w dom, guests in the home, God in

the home, was a‘sentiment strongly felt by rich-and poor alike. Manners,
courtesy and etiquette played a highly valued part in societal inter-
actions and personal honor was to be preserved at all costs.
Trie friendships, a relationship of equals, were very highly
valued, few in number and intensq in spirit. - ‘
Loyalty o a friend, however, does not necessarily
demand a complete frankness about ones entire life.
A fundamental part of ‘an individual's life is never '

exposed even to the closest intimates (Barnett,
1958, p. 401). '

-

Thé Church
One cannot discuss Poland without going into some detail-concerning
_ the influence_of thé Romgn Catholic church. Since most of the population
was Catholic this influence was felt in all éreas of life. Catholicism
“was an essential part of Polish identity and was very.cloself linked
with feelings of natiomal patriotism: The Roman Catholic church was
Poland's tie with western European cultqre as the Orthodox church was

Russia's tie with Byzantine culture. -In the Pole's mind this was
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what bonded him wifh.wesfcrn thought and tradition.
When it came to the ‘Catholie faith, all classes were united. All

the important events of one's 11fe for- thosc who professed Roman thh0117

.

cism - birth, marriage and death - were connected. by ceremonles within

the church.

-

Within this study's sample; all 20 respondents were cxposed to a--

greater or lesser extent to the Roman Catholic church. All were raised

as children within the church, although. the degree of religious ortho-

doxy practiced within the home varied within thejsamplc; It was this

author's feeling that in_at least 16 of_the 20 cases the reaction was
i&sfﬁnténeous to the adage that within pre-war Poland, to be Polish.was
to be Cathoiic5 _If one did not feql'bound to Catholicigm from quditﬁ
'.berspective, one felt bbﬁnd to it from the ¥an£age point-of traaition
“and nationalism. In some cﬁsgs the ;ie was tenuous but the tie was there
and was many faceted. ;
"There may have been some dlfferences in the way a member of the
intellipentsia viewed the church as compared to the views expressed by

2

_the peasant- = ALl but two respondents considered.themselves Catholics .
.and had great patriétic pride ih the traditions of Catholicism,

To be sure, within pre-war Poland, all ﬁembers were not always c6m~
-pletely happy with the church. " There were times when the church was
viewed by some as being too closely tied to the wealthy, but by and
large, the majority strongly supported it,

‘ "Throughout Polish history, the hierarchy of the Catholic phu&uh had

‘played a prominent part in the educational,.cultural, and political life’

of the nation." (Barnett, 1958, p. 69). The influence was extensive
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and all Polish citizens felt its effect. . \
- . v * k * Kk K ' ! )
From a strictly subjective viewpoint some of the respondents had
very dcflnlte oplnlons about pre-war Poland. Those who emanated out of-

the 1ntelllgonsla bpoko about _pre-war Poldnd in glowing terms, or at the

very least in terms of great fondness and pleasant memory.

Many thought the Polish prec-war culture was superior to the

Canadian culture in which they now resided, "The Polish culture-is a

4 .

" culture with deep roots.” !™Moral values were higher." Poland encom-

passed a culturc rooted deeply in history with a proud continuing heri-

tage and a thriving democratic future, One respondent stated, "The arts

flourished and the fashion sense of Warsaw was the envy of Europe."lz'

For the veteran springing from the peasant societies, there was

-

A . ; .
considerable nostalgia about the land they left behind, but no great
longing to return to pre-war Poland. "The advantagcs.théy had derived

from modern western technology were far more enticing. They missed the
]

deep sense of family and the mention of certain geOgraphlcal locations:
brought with them a deep sense of nostalgia, particularly those locations
in pre-war eastern Polard which became part of the Soviet Union in 1945.

But this nostalgia was often perpetuated by a sense of loss for a land

they could no longer freely visit, land that was no longer Polish,

7’

rather than a sense of loss about pre-war -Poland. ,

Many from the intelligentsia-seemed to miss the sociollperimeters
~so firmly established in a pre-war Poland, but not so rcadily'defined in
a multi-cultural North America. i:: This was not a deep abiding loss to

I}

most of them, especially those who were able to establish satisfying
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social perimiters in Canada. At this stage in theilr lives, and after a

25 to 35 year immersion into North American society, the need for title

-

+ .

or name recognition in th¢ LFuropean sense had largely subsided.
This age group is fully cognizant of the fact that to return to a

pre-war Poland is to return to an innocence that no longer exists. Prior

“

. o . . .
to September, 1939, they were in the flower of their youth and they

looked upon their society and their world from the limitations of the
A. N
young, - |
They now -have a considerably expanded world view. Most of them
have lived long arduous lives and are sensitive to the fact that life e
can not be lived in the past. Life ‘exists now and.into the future.
There is an awareness that human error makes no society perfect, and

one must not dwell in the euphoria of soft memories and nostalgic long-

ing.

SUMMARY

Any analysis of Poland between the years 1918-1939 must‘be judged
by the following facts: |

1. Poland was a country ﬁartitioned and governed by three powerful
powers, Germany, Austria and Russia for 150 years. In essence, there
was no Poland between the years 17957and 1918,

2.. An independent Polaﬁd in . 1918 meant not only a reawakening of
cultufal traditions but a new beginning for all governmental and social
Iinstitutions. There was.upeVen industrial development due to the par-
titioning and the. country had'to change from a basically-rufﬁl economy
to an urbaﬁ economy and social structure. The world-wide depression of

the 1930s was certainly a negative-influence in the facilitations of
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such a dréstic change. .

3. The Polish population had to move from a prc-Wérld Wﬁr I‘utti-
tude of demdc;acy, combined with extreme patriotism to improvement of
institutions and government along Polishrindepcndent lincs. The many
poliéicul factions and alignments cagsed.a great deal of difficulty
duriﬂg this traﬁsition period,

4. Poliéh'linguage.had to be reinstituted in the school systenm,
and universities had to become Polish-unive;sities; both culturally and
linguisticallyul By the end of the period of independence, teachers and
professors Qere those who were educated in Poland @ot in occupied
countries; nornin occupied institutions,

Histdfically speaking, 20 years was an infinitesimal length of
time. Everything was just beginning, buf by71939 conditions werc im-
‘proving.. Even though the economic picfure?was not a bright one, the
country was now unified and some progress had been made. New industries .
~were cstablished and a railroad.system had been built. The labor force
was being trained and industry and ag;zzﬁltuxe modernized. National
..institution; were estabigshed in the educational, econamic, political
and cultural areas. Despi&c the many problems, there was a feeling that

in the not too distant future, the prospect for'prosperity would be

brighter,

On August 23, 1939, the Ribbentrop Molotov Agreement was signed, ﬁn
which the'territories east of the Bug River were given_to thg Soviet

Union. One week later, the war began.
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FOOTNOTES

-

All statistics, place names, geographical areas, etc., are stated in

pre-war 1919-1939 terms, unless otherwise indicated.

1

Source - Seltzer, Leon E. The Columbia Lippincott Gazetteer of the

L

Voivodship - prdvince.

Era of the partitions - refers to the 123 years (1795-1918) when

Poland was partitioned between Austria, Prussia and Russia,
One ‘veteran came from a home which became inadvertently involved in
the fiscal changes during this period when his father became a

manager, later deputy general of the Bank of Poland. The respondent

. stated, "My father obtained this position after the third uprising

in 1921 when Silesia was incorporated into the Polish State,” The

-uprisings the respondent refers to are three uprisings which

occurred in the voivodship known as Silesia or Slask during the ;

period encompassing August 1919 until May, 1921, over plebiscifes
instituted to determine German or Polish ownership of tﬁe territor;.
A ﬁeteran from Terespol in east central Poland noted his family's
involvemént in thié agricultural reform process, "My father had a
very good position in pre-war Poland, -Hé had a govermment position
where he worﬁed on universal taxation of farm prgpertie;, a position
very much needed after partition. He was an engineer of agriculture,
an administrator of a large range of farms,"

Case No. 4.

53
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Szlachta - a social class dating back to an earlier era when Poland

by

was a republic of nobles, Only the szlachta enjoyed the priVileges

of citizenship in the republic. "From the szlachta were excluded

the merchants and artisans of the cities and the peasants, But so
numerous was this gentry class ... and the differences in dpgree of
wealth were enormous ... that.it Qas not jﬁst oratory to refer fo
Poland ... as a republic ... an:association of free people, the
szlachta." .(Super, 1941, p. 30).

Sejm - the central legislafive body for thé government of Poland.

Within this study two respondents were members of the regular Polish

army (enlisted men) before 1939, One respondent was a cadet officer

in the Army. One respondent was a cadet in the Air Force.
Case No. 13, _ -

Case No. 15.



CHAPTER IIL.

?
TIEE WAR YEARS

1939-1945

The Polish soldier's life experiences during the decade of the 40s
involved continuous wanderings over large geographical areas in concert
with extensive_physicallsuffering and/or mental anguish. Variables '

affecting this group included months of harsh incarceration, insertion

- into foreign armies, the acquisition of a new language, a basic under-

Qtanding of varied cultural experiénces, plus aécélerated'studies in
mﬁdern warfare. Even minimal ﬁcculturation became increasingly burden-
sﬁme due to constant mlgratlon. Highlights of the events difectly
affectlng the POllSh forces in Europe during the years 1939- 1945 reads
as shown in Table II.

Table III shows how' the samplé of 20 cases fits into the situation
as shown in Table II.
Polgnd - Soﬁiét Union - Middle East

| Mass arrests, by the Soviets, of civilians and military personnel

eithbr 1iving'or‘stationed in Poland's eastern voivodships, began‘in

! .
late{1939 and continued in an increasingly accelerated fashion well into
the following year. Seﬁarated from their families and stuffed into

overcrowded boxcars, surrounded by dirt, human waste and the stench of
- 1.

. 55
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TABLE III

"Migration Pattern of Polish Veterans - 1939-1945

. R . . No. of Sex
thegory Areas of Migrgtion v P | | Respondentg M F
1 :Poland - Soviet Upion - Middle East 9 .8 1
2 Poland - Soviet Uhion_- Middle East - . 2 1 1
Britain ) ‘ ’
3 Poland;; Soviet Unibn - Bfitain, — 2 2 0
4 Poland - éermany - Middle East ' 3 ' 3 0
5  Poland - Gexrmany ... vy 40
Categor}
1 = cases 3, 7, 8;9, 10, 15,716, 18, 20
2 = céses'lz,,IS
“3 = ‘cases 14,‘19 : ' , -
4 = cases 4, 6, 11
g =

_cases 1, 2, 35, 17 -
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- the ill and dying, their journey culminated deep within Soviet territory

in such areas as northern Siberia, Samarkand and Murmansk.
One ‘middle-aged female business woman originally from western

Poland described her arrest and journey into the Soviet Union in the

. %
following fashion: ’

I was deported to a Russionl concentration camp after
being found guilty of espionage and given a five year

. sentence. Poles from Western Poland could not speak
Russian, . The Russians made us &ign confessions with-
out interpretation. The:journey took one month in a
sealed passenger train,?

. Another female ;Bspondent issued the following description:

‘Myself, my mother, my sister aﬁd grandfather were sent
to a camp in the Ural Mountains of the Soviet Union.
The journey took 13 days in a boxcar. We were given

" no food and very little water.3 '

Three other veterans, all males, described their entrance into

o s . % :
Soviet incarceration: s . .

Through various circumstances I found myself and nine
other Air Force personnel, at the end of 1939, on the
Polish-Hungarian border, trying to cross over into '
Hungary; nevertheless, we were captured by the Soviets
and sent to Russia. Myself, I was imprisoned and
accused of spying and after 16 sleepless nights and
days of interrogations I was sentenced to eight years
of hard labor in Siberia's labpr camps, where one had
to work in all weather, sometiﬁsﬁ up to -60 degrees
centigrade.* : : : .

I was on my way to join the Polish Army in Hungary and
was incarcerated in ‘a prison camp in southern Russia

as a civilian escapee because I changed into civilian *
clothes when I tried to cross the Polish-Hun%arian border.
My crime was attempting to .cross the border.

I was in Lwow. The Russians imprisoned my.father because
of his government position and since I was the oldest son '
the Russians were looking for me also. When I attempted
to cross the border into Hungary I was taken prisoner by
the Russians as a political prisoner. I received.a
sentence of 12 years hard labor, The trip took seven

days before we arrived in Odessa. While in the camps we
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y - . "

. . were- given large doses of Marx, Engels, and Stalin to read.®

=1 - . [
)
-

. =)
~Living conditions, especially in the northern cutposts, were

complicated by therfact that upon arrival they encountered a shortége
of‘housing facilities, In manylcases no facilities ekisted*at.diii{n
Nearing the starvation point, the prisoners ﬁere-foréeq to gfect their
own crude barracks under the watdhfui eyes of prison guards and the
_Sovxet Secret Police, the N.K.V,D.? | '

Made to work in the mines and forests with little clothlng and
little to eat, many had to supplement their diet with grass and bark
f;ph the surrounding forests. Three respondents from -eastern and central
Poland discribed their living conditions in the foiloﬁihg Manner:

I worked in the forest under extremely-difficult con- o
ditions: climatic, accommodation, lack of clothes,
~hard work, propaganda, lack of hygiene and health care,
under-nourishment, vermin, etc.®

When we arrived at the camp we lived in an old school
while we built our own barracks. Upon our arrival we =
; ’ were given a physical. The healthier were sent to
work in the mines and the others were kept on the sur-
' face to build the barracks.

I was kept on the surface where I carried bricks
and cement for the laborers building the barracks ....
I contacted dysentery and was taken to a Russian
hospital, While I was in the hospital I communicated.
in German because I did not know Russian,® The
hospital was staffed, on a subservient level, by other
deported persons, so I received very sympathetlc

” treatment. My food. improved, etc.

As fall approached the school age children from the

camps were.sent to the local Russian village school.

I was sent, to this school. Since the Poles in the

group were reluctant to learn Russian, the schooling
was of little benefit, : o - _

While in the camps, we were allowed one food package
a month from our family in Poland, Many times this
extra supply of food kept.us alive.

While in the camps we had to steal wood to make
furniture for ourselves. I soon learned that what is
stealing for one person is not stealing for another.

Religious observances were kept up,as much as pos- °
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sible, For example, during the month of May, a month
deditated to-Mary in Poland, we rec1ted prdyers
publicly every day.

" There were more Jews than Poles in thlS camp and

~on the surface at least, there seemed to be very little
friction between the two groups.!® The groups set -
themselves up: class-wise first and then along rellglous
lines,!!
I was sentenced to .five years hard labor and sent to a
concentration camp in Artic Russia - Peczora camp,
north of Moscow. In 1940 the. majority incarcerated

~within the camps were Russian. By 1941 many more Poles
were sent there. :

.The prisoners had to build their own camp. So many
dled in the deplorable conditions that a commissioner
was sent to investigate the situation from Moscow. We
had to build quickly or not survive.’ The worst was the
lack of food and the cold. If you didn't work hard
enough they didn't give you enough to eat,l?2

ngefal thousand Poiish officers were placed in separate prisdn
camps, because they were considered to be part of. the intelligentsia, a
group feared by ;he Soviets for their insurrectibnist‘capabilities.
After one yea%,of imprisonmént over 4,000 of these officers were shot and

buried in the Katyn forest of the Western Soviet Union. Two . respondents

-

in this study were survivors of this 1ncarcerat10n near Katyn. One Second

Licutenant described hlS experience in the following manner:

Approximately 15,000 Polish Military Officers werc
separated and transported as prisoners to three camps
in Soviet Russia: Ostaszkow, Kozielsk and Starobielsk.
In the beginning of February, 1940, groups of Polish
officers started to be transported out of these camps,

‘One shipment of prisoners from each of the three
camps found.itself at Pawleszczew-Bor in Soviet Russia.
By June 12, 1940 this group was delivered to a camp at
Griazowiec, near Wologda. Comprised of officers of
various ranks and a few civilians, the group, numbered
384 persons,

None’of us knew we were remnants of three big camps.
General Anders came to visit us and saw the little group
and asked where the rest were. It was not until much
later that .we discovered that the rest had been
massacred at Katyn.!
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During June of 1941, Germény attached the Soviet Union and the
Soviet goVernment began to look for heib and assist;ﬁce. Polish Army
General Wladyslaw Anders was taken frém ﬁis cell in Moscouw's Lubihnka

prison where he had been incarcerated since early 1940. In conversation

with Laurenti Beria, Chief of the N.K.V.D, and Chief~Merkulov, Chief of
the N.K.G.B,,!" General Anders was informed that the German invasion had

broken a trust between Germany and the Soviet Union. Beria continued:

Now Poles and Russians must live in harmony and bury

the hatchet, because their sole aim must be toc defeat

the Germans. He explained that this wds the object

of a treaty with Great Britain, just signed, and of

the recent Polish-Soviet Agreement. Under this Agree- -
ment there would be an amnesty for all Poles, and a

Polish Army would be formed (Anders, 1949, p. 44).

General Anders was appointed Commander of these newly formed

+  forces., Soqn General Anders and;Geﬁeral WIadyslaQ Sikorski, Polish
Prime Minister - Polish Government in Exile and Commander in Chief of
the Polish forces began negotiations with,Joseph Stdlin regarding the
“formation of this Army from the"sufvivors Qf the Soviet detention cahps

and prisons. . L -

.
] i Lo+

Generalﬁgnders, fearing mass stafvatign, insis;ed upon the evacua-
tion of*all Polish citizens, -military and civiiian. This .last stipula—
tion cagsed a deléy in tﬁe negotiations, Stalin Qanted only military
personnel to be evacuatéd. The problem of urgency intervened. Stalin.
was iﬁ.urgent need of'assisténce and these Polish‘survivors were more
useful in combat thén in prison camps, General Anders prevailed.

During the summer of 1942, 115,000 Polish citizens entered Iran, Iraq

and Palestine.
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The various routes out of .the Soviet Union were described by five

, .-.

'participants: two females and three males.

War broke out in Russia so we were sent south to
Samarkand in the fall of 1941. The whole train was
filled with Poles who were now given priority on the
trains since they were now Russian allies. The situ-
ation in Samarkand was deplorable. Hunger became such
a4 problem that we ate bark off the trees.

_Late in the fall of 1941 we were sent to a Kolkhoz!®
where food and conditions improved .... We spent the
winter and early spring gathering mulberry leaves and
feeding sitk worms. Singe I was in my early teens, I
was sent to a Soviet primary school.

In the spring of 1942, we came under the protection
of the II Polish €orps. We went back to Samarkand and
rejoined other Polish troops.

In August of 1941, we left with General Anders to go’
to a camp or kolkhoz in the southern part of the Soviet
Union. I was placed in quarantine for one month. This -
camp was composed strictly of women, some of whom came
from China and had been incarcerated there since the
1936 Chinese amnesty.
While I was incarcerated in quarant1ne I was glven
. 15 rubles a day.” When I was released I was told to
take care of myself and I was given 190 rubles, one
kilo of bread and one kilo of dry fish, .It took enor-
-+ mous will power not to eat the whole thlng all at one
. time. , It had been so long since we were given so much
food all at once, Some of my traveling companions did
cat the whole thing all-at once and became very ill.
After weeks of traveling in .a rather erratic fashion,
by train through the southern part of the Soviet Union,
I ended up in Novasibirsk where I discovereqd the Polish
Army was in formation. I was given a physical by the
recruiters for the Polish Army. Those who were ill
were not accepted and were often left in the Soviet
Union. I was recruited.!

We heard that the Polish Army would be formed so we
gscaped with a family that had permission to leave and
traveled south-west to Buzuluk, Russia, The Polish
Army was recrulting ‘females but they would not accept’
me bechuse I was ill. Then General Anders got the
categories for acceptance into the Army chan%ed. I
was accepted and moved out near Afghanistan.!8

—-

War broke out between Germany and Russia, Only those
born in Polish territory were released. Conditions
~improved, We were given better food and were allowed
to rest for one month, :



‘ .64
One day we were released singly, five minutes apart
and we walked for three days. We were given food and
clothing. After our three day walk, we were put on
large rafts and taken to the nearest railway station.
I was given 280 rubles for my 14 months work, and a
document stating I was free, along with travel direc-

tions. I spent the winter on a kolkhoz in southern
Russia,l®

War broke out between Russia and Germany. We were
evacuated to Northern Russia, very close to the Artic '
Circle. We were working in the camps and attending
political meetings. A member of the N,K.V.D. gave us
speeches on how terrible Poland was. Suddenly he
turned his speech around and started praising Poland.

We learned that.we were free to-join the Polish
Army to fight the Germans. We never dreamed we would
be free., We were allowed to sing the Polish National
Anthem, . We all stood up and sang, tears rolling down
our faces. 1I1'll never forget the emotion of that
moment . 29 ' :

After evacuation from the Soyiet'Union this military contingent was
trained in Iran and on the beaches of North Africa. Later they were
sent into combat in the deserts of North Africa and in the mountains of
the Italian Peninsula. This period of training and the subsequent
assigning yielded very different reactions frém one femgle and one male
pe5pondgnt.‘ﬂ

- In March or April of 1942, we arrived in Iran. We
slept on the beach until we were able to put up a
sufficient number of tents. Often we slept out in.
the open during sandstorms. My first assignment was
with the delousing unit,
Later, in 1942, we were sent to Teheran., The _
Arimy did not know what to do with women, so they put -
them on guard duty, armed with only a stick to guard
supplies. Young girls were sent to guard mental : "
r patients or to guard corpses from jackals, :
Britain sent lieutenants of Polish descent to
train the suffering and starving survivors. Most of
these lieutenants-spoke very little Polish_and did
not understand what our long months of incarceration
and near starvation had done to us mentally and
physically. At first they expected more from us than
we could give. After our true condition was explained
to them, they treated us with much more kindness.
I was sent for a six to-eight week.period of
. nurse's training. The professional nurses were from
‘England., The doctors and orderlies were Indian. The
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Polish women acted as interpreters,

In 1943 I was assigned to the 3rd division from
Tobruk where they didn't want women because of
morale, Fifty women were assigned to each division.
There was a complete hospital underground. We were
treated like princesses but were well guarded.

By this time I could speak a little English, so I
was forced to dance with the British officérs at
dances held once a week in the officer's club.

Often we were exhausted from working very long
shifts but we were still forced to attend these
dances.?! ‘

In late October, 1941, we were sent to Turkey, and
then Iran where we weré placed in quarantine.

In April of 1943, we were transported to Palestine
where we became part of the British Army. We were
then sent back. to Iraq to train for European condi-
tions since Rommel?? was already beaten in North
Africa, : ,

In the spring of 1943, we were reorgan¥zed and °
transported to Italy. .It took three weeks from
Alexandria, Egypt to reach Italy. Usually the 'trip
took 12 hours, - We landed in Toranto, Italy, where °
we became members of the Polish II Corp; part of the
British 8th Army.

‘For the generation educated in free Poland, morale
was high even after Yalta.23 General Anders asked,
"Why are they fighting? Poland was already sold out".
But we wanted to show the whole world that the Polish
people would fight for freedom, regardless of the

circumstances, 2" -~

Two of the respondents finished their secondary school education
while located in the Middle East. One of the respondents, a male, then
in his teens, was sent to Teheran where the Polish Government-in-Exile

ran a school system. He continued on to Palestine where he attended and

graduated from the Polish Young Soldier's School as a para-military

.

tadet. The second respondent, a female then in her late teens,-relates

-

her experience within the separate facility provided for females.

In 1943 I was.sent, by the Army, to Palestine to attend .
school. The school was run by the Polish Army. It was
staffed by a female commandant and was moved four times
_during 1943-1944, enlding ug in Nazareth. In onc year I
matriculated from Liceum,2%  * ' '

i

~
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Poland - Soviet Union - Middle East - Britain

Two of the respondents, one male and one female, were transferred
to Scotland after a perlod of time in the Middle East. The male volun-
teefed‘fﬁr the Royal Air Force - Polish Wing, in 1943. He‘was giveh the
rank of Sergeant and placed into the” Air Force ground Corp where he
_ later became a navigator in Polish squadrons rénging from the 300-317.,

The female arrived in Scotlﬁnd in Seﬁtember, 1944, and was trained
in the techniques necessary for the p?oﬁer functioﬁing of an ope?ating

theater. She was-promoted to Captain and put in charge of just such a

. L3

theater.

Poland - Soviet Union - Britain

Two respondents who were incarcerated within the Soviet Union later

-

became pilots for the .Royal Air Force in Britain. Each arrived at this

destination in very different fashions.

On September 19, 1939, a few of us escaped from a camp
in Latvia and crossed the Baltic to Sweden through Nor-
way ‘to England, When we arrived in Sweden,we were taken
by the Swedish autherities and put into a billet. After
two Weeks we were taken to prison, We went on a hunger
strike and were taken to the Polish Embassy where we
were given a passport to England. We arrived in England
. on November 1, 1939, the first arrivals from the Polish
- Air Force.?®

When the war started between Russia and Germany, we

'Polish nationals were released and sent down south to

.where Polish Forces were forming. Being in the Air
. Force in Poland, -some 200 Air Force and Navy personnel

and I went to Murmansk where we boarded a British cruiser

and left for the British Isles to join respective units.?2?

Tﬁeir inductiont into the Royal Air Force was immediate despite the

language difficulties and preparation for battle began without delay.

One pilot flew with the Royal Air Force from late 1939 until the close

of the war. His chronicle of events bears repeating. ‘
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On January 1, 1940, I was attached to the British Air
Force and started training in the Southern part of
England., I became part of the 301 Polish Squadron -
Bomber Squadron - R,A.F. There were 13 Polish squadrons
formed in England. By this time I spoke a little }
English, _

-+ In May 1940, we started the bombing of French beach-
heads, Dunkirk, etc., mostly military objects., We now
converted to the Wellington with a larger fuel tank,

In June 1941, on my seventeenth flight,' I was injured
in the Battle of Britain as a bomber pilot. I was then
hospitalized for six months, :

In November or December 1942, I started back with the
301st bombing Gérman targets. I flew 13 more missions --
for a total of 30 missions flown. ‘At the completion of

this final group of missions, I became a test pilot.

In 1943 I married a British girl and my English im-
proved! .

- In 1944, the R.A.F. converted from Wellingtons to

~Mitchels, I transferred to the 305th Squadron - a .
mosquito squadron that defended at nipght, where I became
a flight instructor. 1 joined the tactical Air Force
before D-Day, bombing German V-1 and V-2 sites - low
level - during the day.
flew 20 more missions, for a total of 50 missions,

ending my flying career before D-Day. I then became an

Jutant for the 305th Squadron. ‘

I received the V.M., K.W.4 and the D.F.C,?28

Although placed in hero status by the Polish veterans of Canada,

this respondent was modest about his achievements and was very reluctant

to reveal his acquiféd hoﬁofs, stating simply: "Anything I accomplished
was not done alone. There Werealwhys others involved who helped make it
happen."

"Another pilot referred to his training and active duty assignments

in the following fashion:

I found myself in several Air Force schools where we
were ' taught English and different facets of Air Force
warfare, navigation methods, airmenship, ‘and so on.
All the training took some time and that was before
anyone could start f£lying courses.

It all had taken one and one-half years before one
qualified as a flyer. Then a pilot was sent to an .
Operational Training Unit and after this to an Opera-
tional squadron. I flew with the 304th Polish Squadron
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 of the Coéstal Command for the rest of the war,
During the war I married a British girl.??

r

‘The referenced to marriage with British women are¢ note~worthy. |
Exogamy was not uncommon among Polish troops statioried in Britain. With-

in this sample, four respondents (20%) married women of British origin,

Arthur Marwick, in his book The Home Front, alluded to this phenomenon,

In Britain it could only be said of the Allied trogQps
of various nationalities, either that they took the
place of British men already removed from the scene,
or that they proved more charming or more exotic than
their native competition., The Poles, in.particular,
became a legend for their combination of dashing charm
and old world courtesy. Many in fact married and
settled down in the United Kingdom, especially in Scot-
land, One stock joke of the time was that a memorial
should be erected to all Scottish women who had fallen
for the Poles (Marwick, 1976, p. 94).

" Poland - Germany - Middle East

Four of the respondents followed a route which led them from Poland
into Germany and eventually into the Middle East. One- elderly veteran

from the Toznan area related the following situation in Polish, through

*

an interpreter,
In 1939 I.was drafted intp the German Army as an enlisted
man in the German Army~Infantry. Poznan belonged to the '
Germans before World War I. When the Germans came in
they took Poles into Germany and then drafted them into
the German Army. If a man didn't enlist he was sent to
a concentration camp. '
. I was sent to Czechoslovakia for training. They kept
~ the Poles together - one half Polish and one-half German
divisions. I then returned to Poland for six weeks leave.
I was then sent to Germany for more training.
In 1942 I was sent to Le Mans, France. From March
until August 1942, I was sent to Denmark to fill in for.
. the 9th division of the German Army, which was at that
time disbursed in Leningrad: '
In February 1943, I was sent to Yugoslavia to fight
Tito's partisans. The German Army was then marched to
Monte Cassino, Italy. We walked for three weeks from -
Yugoslavia to Rome. In Rome we rested. I was part of
the 3rd back up division.
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On April 1, 1943, I was sent for a two weék's

vacation in Poland After the vacation I returned to.

Rome . ' o

In 1944, ile the Poles were at Monte Cassino,

the Germans sent the Poles in the German Army against

the American Army 40 miles away. One night later I

was taken by the American ‘Army as a P,O.W,

After capture we were taken, by boat, to the Southern
part of Italy and put before a commissibn where the - '
Poles were separated out and sent to join General Ander's
2nd Corp, We then went into training to learn to use
British arms. I became a Corporal in the 5th Division of
the Polish -2nd Coxrp. .

This new unit was then united with the Polish forces

- at Ancona. After the battle we were given two week's

rest and sent on to the next front, etc., until 1945, 39

A veteran from the Slask area of Poland wove a much more complicated

tale 1n/g tone flIled w1th bltterness and agltatlon.,

K

In February or March of 1940, when I was 15 years old, I
was taken into a forced labor camp in Breslau, presently
Wroclaw, Poland, -

.The forced labor took place in a cheese factory. We
were not prisoners as in a concentration camp, although
we could not leave the city. Because my labor was needed
in the cheéese factory, I was deferred from the German
Army foypone year at the request of the factory owners.

_In.March of 1941, I was drafted into the German Army
and sent to France for six months basic training. '

The troops within the German Army were divided into
three categories: 1) nazis; 2) traitors (people who -
swing back and forth), and 3) rehabilitation list (not
trusted by the Germans). I was placed into the third
category and- sent only to German occupied lands where I
could be trusted - France, Belgium and Holland, .

In 1942, 1 deserted the German Army and went to Belgium,
Holland and back to France looking for a sabotage unit to
destroy German railroad lines. I joined one in France,

These units consisted of as many as 600 people -,
scattered in varidus regions of France and. occupied lands,
directed by short wave radlo from the Polish Government in
Exile in London. i

In 1943, I was sent to the Bordeaux jail by another

. ﬁnderground unit. While we were in jail General Ander's'

scouts sorted outi.the Poles from the Germans. Ander's
scouts were searching out Poles for the Polish Army in
Exile,

The Poles were then marched 40 miles to Toulon, in
Nazi uniforms to avert susp1c1on of the local population.
Qur destination was Italy where we were to join thew2nd
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Corp. Hundreds of us were plled ‘onto landing craft
meant only for a couple of hundred men and sent out
‘to'sea to meet allied troop ships headed for Italy.

When we reached opéen sea, the troop.ships were

5 - not there so rather than' retuxn,to shore where we would
face certain ‘capture by the Nazis, we continued on to
Italy in those open-topped, completely overcrowded land-
ing craft. It took us two weeks to make the.journey °
with no food and very little water. Three out of 16
landing craft made it to Naples.

When we arrived on shore the POllSh 7th D1v1510n was
contacted, 'They screened us thoroughly: They were
afraid that many of us were Nazi sympathizers because -
we were in the Nazi Army, I passed the screening pro-

- + . cess, was accepted into the Polish Arm) and was sent to
a Polish Officer's training center in Italy.

Many of the poor devils who were not able to pass
the screening process were.in such a starved c6ndition
that it was very difficult for them to answer any quesf
tions in an effective manner. They were just sent out
to fend for themselves in-Nazi uniforms in Allied.
occupied territory and many of them died,3!

Poland. - Germény'

Four of the respondents spent the war years first in Poland and
then in Germany, Two were captured by the Germans at the very beginning

of the war and immediately incarcerated in Germany for the remainder of

ur

the war. The other two wéré'captured after the 1944 Warsaw Upfiéing énd

were 1mpr150ned by the Germans untll the war's end in 1945.

+

A un1Ver51ty professor, 1n ‘his middle fifties, descrlbed hlS ex-
periences in war time Poland, through the Warsaw Uprising of 1944, cul~-

mindting with-his incarcemation in Germany,
‘1 attended high school within the underground movement
in Warsaw during the Nazi occupation. This secondary
school system was funded by the POllSh Government in
Exile, .

I 301ned the POllSh Boy Scouts during the siege of
Warsaw in September, 1939. Polish Boy Scouts played-a o
large role during the Warsaw Uprlslng of 1944, Works
of sabotage, mail delivexy, and message carrylng fell
into their harids. These sometimes daring and ‘danger-
ous tasks were carried out with alacrity, partly due to
the fact that this generation was raised in a state of
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almost hysterical patriotism due to the free Polish .

Lo State before the wqalf\t
During the early:part of the war I received a cer-
tificate from high school. 1In-1942 I graduated from

. the underground Officer's School, and immediately was
., given command of a small unit of the Polish Underground -
- -Army.,

In 1944 I took part’in the Warsaw Uprising. I took .
- the infamous journey from Stare Miasto, the old city, |
through the sewers of Warsaw to, the center of town,
"During the siege I was wounded in the hand. SN
After- the siege was completed, I was taken to b
Germany as an officer P,0.W. I was incarcerated solely
with Polish officers. The incarceration area was
located close to the Belsen concentration camp. Con-
ditions were quite deplorable, but after two months we
began receiving packages from the Internatmonal Red -
. Cross., :
In January of 1945 I was sent to Grossborn, now Pllo,
. a camp within the present -1980- boundaries of Poland
where Polish officers had been kept since 1939, We were
then force-marched in the . snow, with no food, to '
Szezecin,,
I have- surv1ved forced marches and American bomblngs.
At one time during this period, I was locked in a boxcar
while the Amerigans bombed the area. I still esxperience

nightmares from 'this adventure.. : . T

In April 1945, I was sent to Lubeck where L was
llberated by the Bnltlsh An@y

* . * % k k & \
Y « o\

The interview-conversation approach used in this study* works best

-for gathering impressions, opinions and attitudes, rather than for

determining fact. These narrativesbare recollections; their accuracy'is

- %

not assured. They may not, in a11 cases, coincide with historical data.
o

In the retelling of a life event a phenomenon called 1mm1grant legend

begins.to appear - a gossamer weave between reallty and percelved

reallty. ' : . .

To-coynteract feelings of frustration, failure and society's “in=

difference to individual needs, t?gojgpigrant‘exaggs tlie European past.

-

Imagina§ion allows realities o beEome‘gréat%y éxéggerated and-glorified,

) - .
’ - N .
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The' legend is repeated over and over again until the teller begins to
look on-it as fact. Immigrant legend compehsates for.the pattern or

descending spiral most immigrants experience when they enter Canadian

society.

According to this pattern, the immigrant 'comes to
Canada as to a land of promise, but the promise is not
realized, or not in the way he had expected. Instead
‘he suffers isolation, humiliation, poverty and neglect
until he emerges from this ritual descent to a sober
‘'realization of the nature of Canadian 1ife and hlS re-
lation to it (Grove, 1974, p. XI)

This relatlonshlp is not always,blessed with sufficient ego-
reinforcements to counteract a barrage of negative circumstances and
individual weaknesses, -

| Iq'fhe interviéw;conversation approach, the only test of validity

remains the statement and restatement of one or more facts or situations

-

again and.again by respondents who either do not know each other or are
not aware of-the life experiences related in each interview or encounter;.
In this manner there is. an accumulation of general reality but individual

or specific facts are left to chance or sporadic accuracy,

-
F
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FOOTNOTES:

Note: The respondents use .the terms Russia and Soviet Union inter-

changeable throughout their dialogues. Both terms refer to territory -
within the Soviet Union., s .:< ; E
Case No. 10. ' "

Case No. 12.

Case No. 19. ' ~N

Case No. 13,
: M

Case No, 18, ’

N.K.V.D. - People's Commissariat of the Interior

Y

Case.No. 20,
This female respondent's knoéledgé of German rather than Rﬁssian was//
fai%ly typical, evén though' she izbed c;oser'to the Soviet border.
Although theré'was no grehg_affection‘from any of the respohdents

in thishstddy toward either the Germans or the Soviets,vfhe German
cﬁlture was ovgrwhelmingly considered.superior to the RuSsian,

Note the‘indicdtion.that Jews from Poland were separa;s?éntities-from

other Poles, To the majority of the Poles, and even among most Jews

_themselveé, Jews were considered Jews first and Poles second.

Case No, 12,

Case No. l;.

Case No. 16,

N.K.G.B. - People's Commissariat of State Security ¢
. . » .

o
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RE ‘Kolkhoz - the term for'a cbli%étive farm within the Soviet Union.
16 Case No.. 3. '

17 Case No. 10.

18 Case No, 12,

19 case No. 13. 0 : s
20 Ca;e No. 18. B
21, Case No. 12, - R

22 Rommel - German Field Marshall Erwin Rommel,

23 yalta. The Crimea Conference of' Feburary 4 to February 11, 1945,

..~ .” between the United States PreSident, Franklin D.'Robéevelt, British

e
L Prime ‘Minister Winston S. Churchill, and %oviet Premier Joseph V.
. Stalin, in.which’the deciéion was reached for the restitution of
Poland under Soviet influencé. ’ e .
24 Case No. 18. )
25 (Case No. 12. | , -
26 Case No. 14;‘
27 Case No. 19, -
28 (Case No. 14.
23 Case No., 19. - '
30 Case No. 11, : o ' :
31 Case No. 6. :
. - .
32 Case No. 1. . : ‘ , ‘ ‘ !
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THE TRANSITION PERIOD,

DEMOBILIZATION TO CANADIAN ENTRY

Migration ‘Pattern - -

Once the hostilities had ceased, the Polish Veterans faced a true

dilemma - whether to return to Poland or remain in the Western World.

The Soviet occupation of Poland brought a new political dimenSion into

o

the situation, forcing many of them to re-evaluate the possibilities of

their eventual returnh to Poland.

Those who did return to Poland did so for three reasons: (1) their
-
relatives .and loved ones wére in Poland, (2) they exhibited naticnal-
istic tendencies, and/or (3) their political bent inclined them toward the

Soviet regime.
1]

Czeslaw Milosz stated these feelings very succintly when he

analyzed his own-emotions directly after the close of the war.

- The state of things in Poland inclined me,toward left-
wing ideas, My point of view can be defined negatively .
rather than positively: I disliked the right-wing
groups, whose platform consisted chiefly of anti-
Semitism .... My experiences during the Nazi occupation
led me to the conclusion that, after the defeat of
Hitler, only men true to a socialist program woyld be
capable of abolishing the injustice of the past, and ~
rebuilding the economy of the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe. My feelings for Russia were none toco
friendly. Poles and Russians have never loved one
~another, so I was no exception to the general rule.

The exceptions were those and some of my friends were

.among them who before or during the war had become
disciples of Stalin (Milosz, 1953, p, viii)..
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For those who did not choose to return to Poland, the future lay in .

the West, and the search for a final place of settlement found them

. [4 . }
traversing over national boundaries as exhibited by Eye migration pattern

of the 20 respondents from this study as shown in Table IV.

_— _ 'MIGRATION EXPERIENCES

[

The trauma of these migration patterns varied from respondentlto
tespondent'Within this study. Some found this transitory period inl
their lives diffchlt'while others used'this time'span fog\gersonal
growth®in the areas of education, English lenguage development, aﬁdAjob
edvancement; for some the process towerd personal status re-definition were

caused by status iﬁéongruence. They issued the following memories:

*

Britain - Canada

.

ﬁ; . to Canada. The majority of my friends went to Canada

After the war I stayed in the Alr Force as part of The
Commlttee for the Resettlement of Poles in Gregt
Britain, I enrolled in an agriculturak school and my
tuition was supplied by the British government. On the
" whole, I look quite favorably on my British experience. ~ s
In 1948 I decided to emigrate. to Canada. .I wanted S
* to immigrate to an English speaking country. I con- S
sidered Canada a land of opportunity but I applied for
a United States immigration visa first,l
g ‘ ' a
In 1946 I attended the Polish University College part
of the University of London. I received a degree in
engineering and worked as an engineer for two years.
In 1949 I married another Polish veteran. In 1952 our
oldest son was born.
During my stay in England I learned to speak
English fairly well. 1In 1952 I decided to immigrate

and 1 did not see good R;Sspects for my family-in
~ England. The English,treated Poles like second class
: citizggg . y o
: People who did not have a nationa%ity were given a -
travel document from the British government to travel
"‘\\ to Commonwealth countries and look for a job.2 . : '

4+ - LY



TABLE IV

The Migration Pattern from Demobilization to Canadian Entry

v

.

Migration Pattern A No. of Casgg
Br?;ain -;Cunada . " L 3
Briféin - Brazil - Britain - Canada o 1
Brité&n - Germany - Canada ' ) li'
Germany - Gd#gda- * ‘ .l
_ Germany - frgnce‘—‘%anada ‘ ' 1’
' Germany - France - Italy - Britain - Canada 1.
Germany - Italy -qBr;tain - Canada - . ’ ' ; 1
. Italy - Britain —.Canad; ? | ,I 6‘
-Italy - Britain —‘Argentina - Cﬁnﬁda Y ' )
Italy - Canada ‘ ' - .» : . ,
~ Middle East :uB;itain - Canada. ) ' | i

[ A

. A
-~

e
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After the war. I was sent, as a nurse, to a hospital in
Wales. In 1947 I was sent to business school in London.,
I was not accepted in the Polish University in London
because the openings were given to males,

In 1948 I met my future husband, another Polish vet-
eran; and three months later we were married - New Year's
"Day 1949, 1 got married and was demobilized on the same
day,

During my stay in England I took courses 1nuEngllsh
At one time I wanted to teach fngllsh :

I had two children while living in England, a
daughter who died at birth and a Son born in 1952.

In 1949 we wanted to come to the United States but we
had to wait five years. We didn't want to stay in
England because we felt second class citizenship.

“In 1952 my husband was able to come to Canada because
of his englneerlng degree. Our.son and [ joined him on
January 1, 1953.

Britain - Brazil - Britain - Canada

Flom January, 1942 to July, 1946 I lived in England.

From July, 1946 to January, 1947 my wife and daughter and
I lived in Brazil. . From January, 1947 to March, 1951 we
moved back and lived in England. 1In 1951 I was offered a
job by Ontario Hydro in Niagara Falls so we decided to
move to Canada."

]
Britain - Germany - Canada | ¥
From 1945 through 1946, I prepared camps. for displaced
_persons and recelved a position as a doctor in a London
hospital. I was' sent to work £0¥ the Canadian immigra-
tion mission in London: In this job I was able. to stamp
documents that allowed .Displaced Persons to come to
Canada.
In 1947 1 became the Chlef Medical Officer overseas
* stationed in Germany., 'I workbﬁgblth Displaced Persons
from all nations. Without thefdoctor's stamp the visa
officer could not 1sSte a visa. First came the visa,
second the doctor's 'stamp, third Department of Labox
"stamp and fourth security. I handled over 40,000 people
in five years. But I ‘missed my family and I wanted to
join them in England so I received a transfer back to

Britain. . ‘
I learned_to speak English on the job while living im
" England. JL*\JSBP e '

- I wanted a place to live permanently with my family
and Canada was open to me ahypiace I wanted to go. In
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1952 we decided to move to. Canada, I heard about Canada

..+ from other Poles I had sent to Carada,S>
t

- .

Germany - Canada

. f
From 1945 to 1963 I lived in Germany. I met and married °
my wife there. She is German and we had two daughters.
We lived fairly well in Germany but my memories of the
camps were so bad there and we- did not want to return to
Poland because of the povernment. We wanted to start a
new life for our childben. .

In 1963 we were notified by the Committee for the
Concern for Hong Kong Refugees, a committee who took-
care of handicapped persons, that we could 1mm1grate to
Canada with their help. So.we decided to go. ‘ )

C—

1 )

Germany - France - Canadl

In 1945 I was placed in a Dlsplaced Person's camp in
Germany. While I was in the D.P, camp I married my wife
" who was also born in Poland,

In 1949 some officials in the camp tried to persuade
us to return to Poland, Then representatives from the
government of Great Britain tried to persuade us to
return to'Poland or go to France. We went to France
and the French government got us into Canada under the
farm labor agreement.

This farm labor agreément affected seven of the respondents in this
sfudy "An Order-in-Council (P.C. 3112) passed in July, 1946 prOV1ded
for the admission from the Unlted Kingdom and Italy of ex-servicemen:
from the‘Polish Armed Services" (Richmond, 1967, p. 7).

In November, 1946, 2,000 Polish ex-soldiers from the Second Army

Corps arrived in Halifax from Italy. Eight months' later, another 2,500

veterans arrived from England. There were the first large group to
. ) .

arrive after the Second World War and were contraéted by the Labor

kS

Ministry of the federal government of Canada to work on the farms for two

-

. years, Only physically fit 51ngle servicemen were admitted. After the

two year period they qodld achieve permanent or landed immigrant status,

“

.o~
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.During this two year interval deportation could take plece at any time.

According to Case No. 5, exceptions to this scenario were taking place
. \

Y 1949, Marrled persons from countries other than Great Britain and

Italy were belng accepted on the terms of the agreement under a le-

+

placed Person's Clause.

Germany - France - Italy - Britaim - Canada -

F

After the war I became an ex-prisoner of war. After
. liberation my knowledge of English was sufficient enough
for me to become an interpreter foér American troops in .-
... bermany. I was now a member of the Blue Army - a unit .
“that wore American uniforms dyed blue.

I traveled to France and Italy and in 1946 moved to -
Great Britain. While in Britain I attended the Univers-
ity of London where I received a B.A. degree and marrled
an English girl.

In 1951 we decided to.move to Canada where we thought
there might be more tolerance for people of diverse back—
grounds. .

Whenever I return to London there is an exclusive

“Polish Club where I go simply because the food is well
served, not because it is Polish. This club is peopled

' .largely by individuals who had great diffic¢ulty with the

‘ acculteration process- in Britain. They were profe551onal
people - people with a certain amount of prestige in
Poland.  In Britain they were never able to achieve this
same status. Many are dishwashers, elevator operators,

. laborers of all kinds. As a result, they pathetically
cling to this club and to their pre-war statps through
this club., They call themselves and each other by various
obsolgte titles bestowed by spurlous government in tlmes
past, ~

1

Germany - Italy - Britain - Canada

In 1945 I became an ex-prisoner of war and was placed in
a unit, undet British command, a unit developed to prepare
soldlers for garrison duty. I was then sent to Italy
where I was placed in a Polish Officer's camp in Southern
Italy under the command of the Polish Second Corps.
In October of 1946 I went to England with the Polish
Army and became a member of the British Resettlement
- Corp. resulting in discharge from the. British Army ....
- 1 became a member of the Committee for the Resettlement
of Poles in Great Brltaln. . o

Go
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While in England I passed the-exams needed for uni-
versity entrance English and enrolled in the Polish
University College in London - part of the University
of London.

In 1950 I married a girl I met durlng the Warsaw
uprising of 1944,

In 1951, I received a degree in Economits from the
University of London. Durlng this periqd of time I
became politically active in Polish politics in England
and began editing Polish journals.

I received a position in an insurance company in
England through the Polish-Jewish community.

When British citizenship was offered te me I Tefused
it because I intended, at that time; to return to
Poland. '

In 1955 I decided to go elsewhere. I felt uncomfort-
able as a Pole in England although I do not fecl I felt
the sting of prejudice just because I was of Polish
“descent. European countries are, by and large, much
more ethnocentristic. than North :Americans are -used to, 0

.

Italy - Brltdln - Canada ’

’

In 1945.1 became a member of the occupying force in Italy.'

In 1946 T went, to Britain where my stay was of very short
duration, Whlle there I decided to immigrate to Canada,
for bread and because I didn't like the government in
Poland. I was recruited for the two year farm labor -
program by the Canadian labor department.!l

'In 1946 my husband and I left Italy for England. 1In 1947
I'left the Army and in 1948 our first child was born ....
I took an extensive course in the English language .... I
decided I did not want. to go back to Poland for political
reasons,

I felt some dlscrlminatlon-agalnst Poles . in England,
I knew, or felt, we-could go only so far there before the
way would be blocked, In 1951 we decided to immigrate to
Canada, Money was-allotted every soldier, by the Army,
to return home. Poles had no home to return to so we
were given a one-way ticket to any country that would
accept us, We met the deadline for thlS government
financing: and went to Canada.l? _ .

From 1945 to 1946 I was a member of the occupying force
in Italy connected with the British 8th Army,: :

In 1946 T went to England. I don't-have much to say
about that experience except that I found it ynfavorable.
The Socialists sent me out of England. I had to spend
_everything I made. ) S

.

-
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In 1951 I decided to immigrate® to Canada. My arrange-
ments for leaving for Canada were made in cdnjuction with
the resettlement pension from the British Army. They
gave us_a one-way passage to any part of the world.

I took an English course in England so I spoke English
rather poorly when I departed for Canada,

Italy - Britain - Argentina - Canada

In 1945, I stayed in Italy as part of the occupation
troops. -In 1946, I went to Great Britain. While in
England I married a Pole born in Poland and finished a
one year radio and television repair course. My wife
and I lived with families who were members of the Polish
Ex-Combatant's Associdtion, .

In 1948, we moved to Argentina. While we were in
Argentina I worked as an electrician in Buenos Aires. .1
learned to speak -Spanish and.we became an active part of
quite a large Polish community there., One of our
daughters was born“in South America.

By 1953, my brother and mother were in Ottawa so for
family reasons plus the fact there was more opportunlty
than in England or "South Amerlca we decided to move to
Canada,!

Y

Italy - Canada ‘ -

.
.

I spent only a.few months in Italy after the war before
I signed the Farm Labor Agreement with the Canadian '
Labor Department. ‘I decided to move to Canada because I
didn't want to return to Communlsm and I had enough of

. the Gestapo. ; :

After scrv1ng in the occupatlon fbrces in Italy, I de~

. cided to move to Canada. It appeared ‘to be the land of
opportun1ty and freedom. I signed“a two year contract
with ‘the Federal Department of Labor as a farm laborer.!®

Middle East®- Britain - Canada

After the war I went to Scotland .... In 1948 T received
; : Polish Matriculation from Polish Univeksity College - the
equivalent. of first year University. In 1954 I received
a B,S., in Chemistry from the University of London. 1
found the British quite discriminatory .... In 1954 I
decided to immigrate to Canada. I wanted to do resedrch
and wanted to switch from chemistry to physics. 1 wrote,
‘to several'universities in England, Canada and the U.S.

and the first positive reply was Canadian.l7
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Education Variable

W

-

During this time period the education variable amended itself as

shown in Table V.

. I TABLE'Y - ’ '
a ' . :
Amended Education Yariable - 1945 to Arrival in Canada -
| ) C;urse Completed. | i -ﬁBE'of Cases," o - "“
’ Univéfsi;y T ‘ .6 N .
_ Business §ch061 ‘ a o 1. . -t
i ; English Langﬁhgé Course S T T ’ “'
o Agr;culturai Scﬁool _ 9" S '
Y T.V. and R;dibebpgird 7 ‘- 1. g" S .-r

) No Change from 1939 o 6 . o
( ange . | L . ‘

N - 20

’
T

- Sévénfy‘qucent Qf the respond;nté'ele¥ate§ their ski;lé, level of
‘education ahd/or their;English languistic abilities prior'té their de-
.ﬁartﬁ?é foé.Canéda. > . ? L3 )

- '.., ok Kk Kk o ’

. . N - .
LI * . L] B . .

In this study post-war ;esettlement'Was an issue for all of the - °
respondents and social dislocation was often strongly felt because they

. . T 3
could not return home. They experienced feelings of rootlessness and

- -

isolation yet thé¢ decision about their future residence was something . ' °
‘they could not control. They were often forced to immigrate to any
country that would accept them, The allies were encolraged by the post-

war Polish government to persuade thé refugees to return to Poiand and

as Case No. 5 sta

ted, they often tried ;o‘comﬁly with this request.

- : e
“
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. Vernant ‘states the situation of the Poles under British command in the

following manner:

" understafiding of the'Polish culture alive. ., ;" -

' ‘

\ '_ . ‘- e, ‘ 84

. A '
" , .

.

When the war ended there were 223,000 Poles under British
- command. 47,000 fended for themselves, some 30,000 being
repatriated voluntarily, ahd about 2,000 going to Canada. -
Of the remaining 174,000, 57,500 died, emigrated or were
repatriated while still in.the Polish Army ... most of
them probably returned to Poland. There was a group of
2,300. who could not make up their minds what to do, e
_c1a551f1ed admi ratively as ‘'undecided!, are st111 in
the United Kingdom.
The remaining 11
settlement Corps,

5 200 passed through the Polish Re- |
administrative stage from military
to civilian life/ OFf these, 9,000 were repatriated,
12,000 emigrated and 1,000 dled and, on 31 October,
1949, 91,400 weie consideréd as settled To these must
be added '30,000 dependants who ... JOlned their menfolk
and, later, about 3,000 more who came in under the Dis-

fﬂ ' . tressed Relatives schemes This gives a grand total of

approximately 124,000.(Vernant, ‘1953, p. 354).
At this stage, eome-respondents_in'Gfeat Britain thought they would
. R o . . 5 . . v
return to Poland at a later.date if there were changes-in.the Polish

post-war politicdi situétion. They were hopeful thelr stay,anywherc -

“

“_Out51de ‘of: Poland was only temporary. Seelng themselves as the embodl—_

N b - "

‘ment of ‘the culture of pre-war Po;and, they desired to Heep thedir’

. 3 "

-

+

They necogn ad the POllSh Government in Exile situdted 1n London.

’ .
"

"as the only- 1eg1t1mate polltlcal voice for Poland and 1onged for the day

v -

« When they could return to a free dhd democratic Poland-as‘deflqed

by them. The degree of cultural retention, ‘at this point, was ‘extremely °

. LB . . . L : r
elevated. : T . e AR .

Most of the respondents from this study departed for'Canada from

. .
o

either Great Bnltaln or Italy. ThOSe who were demoblllzed in Italy Te-

I \ 0."

'mdlned there too brlefly to make comments ~about” thelr soc1a1 sftuitlon

- o

in the post war Itallan settlng : o . o ;f- frif
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Great Britain was quite another matter. Some looked favorably on
o ‘

their British experiehce while others noticed or felt discrimination.

This discrimination may have stemmed from European ethnocentricity, not

anti-Polish sentiments per se. - These feelings surfaced particularly
when job security was threatened.

Insular prejudice dies hard, and distrust of all foreign
workers is still strong in certain sections of the popu-
lation .... The employers are ... well satisfied with
the work of the ‘refugees; better satisfied often, then
are the British workers, who tend {o reproach the for-
eigner ... with excessive zeal.... “Trade union resis-
tance ... is being gradually overcome. Cases are known
of Poles ... being elected to local union committees,
though they are not likely to rise much higher. The
British in general ... have come to accept the refugecs
as part of the social landscape ... but they still regard
them as foreigners (Vernmant, 1953, p. 368).

Some respondents looked at Canada as a land of toleration for people
of diverse backgrounds; a land wherc the possibility of upward social

mobility might become a reality. p

Ties with the Polish-Jewish community surfaced again in the

British situation with one respondent searching out this contact for
initial job placement. ’
A number of respondents showed scorn for those who did not adapt to. -

.their situation once they had-decided to remain in Britain, ecspecially

if the étay was of long duration. Scorn was especially felt for those *
who did not attempt to inerease their proficiency with the-English lan-
guage. There were some elitist feelings exhibited by those who took
courses at British institutions instead of the Polish University in
London where Polish wﬁs the language of instruction.

Fourteen of the 20 respondents did elevate their skills, fevel of

education, and /or English linguistic abilities prior to their departure



for Canada. - (See Table V).
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1
12
13
14
15
16

17

Case No.

Case No.-

Case No.
Case No.

Case No.

This respondent lost his right arm during his incarceration in

German Prisoner of War and Concentration camps.

Case No.
Case No'.
Case No.
Case No.
Case No,
Case No.

Case No.

Case No.

Case No,

Case No.

Case No.

12.

19,-

15.

17.

10.
16.
18,

11.

FOOTNOTES
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. . CHAPTER V

ARRIVAL IN CANADA - PERMANENT ADJUSTMENT

I
.

Arrival -

fhe method of entrance into Canadian society dgfected the newcomer's
socio-economic-status not oniy upon arrival, but if'also influénccd the
rate and possibility of future social mobility.

Many of the veterans in this study arrivedrwith some knowledge of -
the English language and customs. English péoficieney, along with the
ability or inability to make profitable intial contact with a source
where an effective evaluation of one's abilities could be implemented and
profitably acted upon, detérmined, in many cases, the future life-séyle
or social mobilitf of the individual.

. Some within the post-war immigfant Q;ve found thcmsclvés entering
their new home with high education or technical standing but low employ-
ment potential. For éhose so affected, the inifial job plécement in the

- . 3 a - ' - ’
Canadian setting, often menial within one of the service areas OT among

the lower ranks of the industrial and dgricultural sectors, brought
forth painful tecollections of their pre-war mind set.

The Polish nation has never subscribed to the ethos that
no work is demeaning and that all occupations are re-
spectable. Pre-war Poland wds characterized by stxong and
sharp class distinctions and a hierarchy of occupations.
The post-war immigrants were products of this society.

For those affected by severe and permanent status disloca-
tion, problems of adjustment were great, requiring modi-

88 j/;
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fication not only of lifestyle and attitudes toward
others, but also of self-identity (Radecki, 1976,
p. 55). o

Some in this survey may have beecn plagued by these circumstances in

the initial stages, but in most cases the sgatus‘dislocation was

‘ -
remedied. In the final analysis they were quite satisfied with their

socio-economic staté in life.

It must be remcmbered that the respondents were able to analyze the

situation from a 34 year perspective. The first aprivcd in Canada during
Y
1946 and the last in 1963, ' . .

For those who were-able to speak LEnglish and managed to achieve a
level of higher'education, Canada's post-war era of industrial develop-
ment provided multitudinous 6penings in*skilled labor, industrial manage-
ment, the professions, and academia. Particularly within the academic
circles, Canada was woefully short of native-born professors, neeaéd 10
supply the needs of universities soon to be affected by the post-war
baby boom. In addition there were the academic needs of a society under-
going rapid industrialization. A large influx of foreign talent was
neéded to fill the void in many;areas of endeavor.

The agricultural sector of the Canadian economy was drastically
short of farm-hands. The post-war boom in.the manufacturing industry had

attracted many rural workers to thc cities and towns, thus depriving the

farms of much needed labor.

Farm Labor Agreement

- The first arrivals in this studyv were contracted by the Labor Min-
istry of the federal government of Canada to work in agriculture for a

period of two years for minimum wages, plus room and board. Although
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some respondents carved out a satisfactory situation for themselveé, this

arrangement was not without its problems. i
The farmers as a rule paid the Polish veterans only
$45.00 monthly in wages. The average wage paid for a
farmhand in Ontaric.at that time was_$65.00 .... Since
there was no rule as to working hours, some farmers

.« took advantage of a newcomer, asking him to work four-

teen to sixteen hours daily, including Sundays. The
welfare of these ex-servicemen was in the hands of the
officials of the local employment office who, in casc
of a dispute between the Polish veteran and the farmer,
took the farmer's side, often simply because they had
known each other for years., In addition to these dif-
ficulties, there was a lack of communication between
the worker and the employer, as most Polish war veter-

. ans did not specak English (Makowski, 1967, p. 203).

L=

Seven respondents in this study were affected by this farm labor
agreement. Beiow are the words of six respondents indicating their
individual entrance jobs and adjustments until they reached the stage of
pcrmaﬁent job placemenf within Canadian society.

In 1946 I came to Canada on the two year farm labor
agreement. When I came here I knew no English. To
fulfill the farm labor agreement I spent one year on a -
farm in Tweed, Ontario and one year on a farm in Ster-
ling, Ontario. The experignce was not so bad but out

of ?U that I knew only one stayed on the farm permanent-
Iy.* .
After I finished on the farm I spent the next three
years logging for a paper company in Timmins, Ontario.
I then moved to Oshawa where I worked in a tannery for
the next 25 years. I amrnow retired.? :

In 1946 I arrived in Halifax. For two vears I worked
on a farm near Stratford, Ontario. This was followed
by one year of work in'Toronto as a winc waiter,
hospital attendent, ctc. _

In 1949 I moved to Montreal and worked there part
time at the Dairy while attending the University
of Montreal. I graduated with an M.,A. in history plus
specialization in, geography at McGill University.

From 1955 to 1959 I worked for the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation in T.V. design.

In 1959 I began my teaching career. _I'm the Head
of the Geography Department at __ High School and
I've been there for 19 years,3
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In 1946 1 dec1ded to move to Canada because the oppor-
tunity presented itself with the farm-labor agreement.
The ability for farm work was my only trade and I
thought I might buy a farm in Canada.

The two year farm labor agreement was worse than
any concentration camp. I worked 12 hour work days
and was given little food. We were lucky to get por-
ridge for breakfast and maybe a little meat for
dinner. I had to drink stolen raw eggs and milk 40
cows before that miserable breakfast.

Housing was very bad. - I was put in the attic where
even g dog wouldn't sleep. There was no respect for
anyone who was put in farm labor.

After my farm labor was over I washed dishes for my
meals, worked in a lumber camp - a job offered me by u
Polish Jew - and I worked on the railroad labor crew
for the C.P.R. (Canadian Pacific Railroad). The latter
job took me from Winnipeg to Eastern Quebec and Nova
Scotia .... [ went to Oshawa where I slept on the
floor in a Polish home for a week until I found a job.

When I arrived in Canada I could speak no English
at all but I pick up languages quickly. Seven months
after I arrived in Canada 1 could speak English but 1
could not read English, As a result in Oshawa I
worked in a leather company where I pulled 200 hides
a day out of a tank that took off hair for §$1. 80 a day.
Smelly dirty work. I hated it.

Finally I asked the local employment office for
their job recommendation. They placed me on a job at
General Motors in Oshawa where I worked for 21 years.

I had a severe heart attack and now receive a dis-
ability pension."

I came to Canada in 1947 under the two year farm
labor agreement. The work was very difficult. After
10 months on the farm I obtained a job in a factory.
The government did not bother me about not working on
a farm and two years after 1 arrived in Canada I re-
ceived landed immigrant status.

In 1949 T obtained a job in a nickel plant in Port
‘Colborne, Ontario. For 28 years I was employed by
Thompson products in St. Catherines, Ontario, I
obtained an early retirement and now receive a job -
pension. I am now waiting for my Canada Pension.®
In 1947 T arrived in Canada and fulfilled a two year
farm labor contract. When I came to Canada I knew very
little English. My experience in the farm labor pro-
gram was on the whole, a pleasant experience.

After fulfilling the farm labor agreement I-spent thc
next nine years working in a factory in St. Catherines,
Ontario. For the last 21 years I have been a bartender



. at the Royal Canadian Legion - Polish Branch in
Ontario.®

In 1949 my wife and I came to Canada under the farm
labor agreement. We& were able to substitute domestic
work for farm labor under the one year farm labor
agreement. At the completion of this one year we
were given landed immigrant status.

We were sent to Manitoba to complete the domestic/
farm labor agreement where we were placed in a
factory. I was paid .35¢ an hour and my wife .34¢ an
hour. One year later I was paid .50¢ an hour.

After the farm labor agreement was completed we
went to QOakville, Ontario where an uncle from the
United States found us a job in a basket factory in
Qakville. We worked there. for a few weeks and then
I got a job in a tannery. I didn't like that job at”
all,

In 1952 I obtained 2 job at General Motors in St.
Catherines a% a machine operator. This February (1981)
I retired.’ -

One link.in the accudturation process and one element necessary
toward the accumulation of a ‘positive self-image is a satisfactory

work environment or job placement commensurate with one's training and

qualifications. With that in mind I asked these respondents the

following question:

"Do you fpel that the work you are now doing corresponds with
your training and qualifications?"

Below are five responses:

Only slightly so, because my family owned a farm in
Poland, I would rathcr work on a2 farm. I would have
chosen farming but I could not afford farm equipment.®

*Now I would choose another job not because I don't
like my present job, but rathcr because I have been a
teacher-too long.? < -

It corresponded well because I never expected much
“out of life but I did at least expect a little respect.
I stuck with the job bccause I had. no choice.l?
I always got the kind of jobs I wanted.!l
- [

4
\
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1 was very pleased with my last job.12
All but one of the respondents within this farm labor group werc

moderately satisfied with their financfal situation. The one dissenting

-

respondent voiced his feelings in the following way.

I could get enough food to eat and I sleep on a good .
mattress. 1 had lots of clothes to wear but we have
been just existing not living.13

)

Additional Entry Situations

The 13 respondénts who gfﬁ-not enter Canada under the farm labor
agrecment arrived through a variety of circumstances. Most of them had
elevated their educational and/or job skill standing Eetween the cessa-
tion of hostilities and their time of Emmigration,-allowing them to

enter Canada in a manner assuring them fairly immediate landed immigrant

status as.well as satisfactory job placement. A number of these re-
spondents spent some time in Great Britain betwean 1945 and-their time
of immigration. Their knowledge of English was heightened by this ex-

perience and thus aided them in their rather swift adjustment.

-

The use of a Polish network comes into play in all instances,

assuring a fairly smooth initial immersien into the North American

cultural setting. Theix various experiences are documented as follows:

In 1955 I came to Montreal. The Insurance Cbmpgny I-

worked for in England had a branch in Montreal and I

had relatives and friends already living there .... <
Four days after our arrival both my wife and I had
insurance jobs.

In 1957 1 received my M.A., degree in one year from
the University of Montreal, I kept my job at the
insurance company and with my professors' co-operation
I attended McGill and taught at the University of

Montreal. _ ‘
In 1959 I received three job offers at varigus’ uni-
versities but knew D . from the Warsaw _(pfrising and

started teaching at ___University:

.
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. I received my Ph.D. in 1961 from McGill University
and spent one year in Guiana but returned to
University where I felt promot10n31 opportunities
might come along.!“ .

This respondent was a key public connection in the Polish communi-

ty, a figure often perceived by those outside of the community as a

person most aware of the community's functioning and thought. The key

. .
private connection for much of the intelligensia within this sample

stated his entrance situation in the following manner:

_ During 1951~ came to Canada on an assisted passage - 2
passage paid by a loan from the Canadian government
- which I have¢ repaid. " Immediately I became a landed
immigrant. . )
The first year 1 worked in Toronto as a chemist for
the Ontario Research Foundation. From 1952 until 1955
I attended graduate school and received my M.A. and
Ph.D. at the-University of Toronto. I became a member
of the faculty at Memorial University in St. John's
Newfoundland and in 1958 came to University.! 15

Two respondents arrived with displaced person's passports and -

stated their experiences as follows: : _ tT

n-ﬂ
In 1948 I bought a farm in Canada. aften " 3rrived from
England with a displaced person's; passport. I owned
the farm until 1951. During that time I went to school
for T.V, repair. In 1951 I obtained a job as a skilled
machlnlst 1n a Hamllton steel company and in 1978 1
retired., -

=
* ~

. In,¥954 "I arrived in Canada as a D.P,, traveling with a
*British travel document and I received immigrant and
then landed immigrant status. [ arrived in Canada with.
$5.00 in my pocket.

when I first arrived I found the break up of my

- family very traumatic. My mother, brother and sister

stayed in England. In Poland the fafmily unit was very
strong. Family ties were very important so separation
psychologically or geographically was felt very keenly.

From 1954 to 1958 I .attended McMaster University in
Hamilton, Ontario, where I received both a Masters and
Ph.D. While I was there I worked as a disc jockey on
the local campus rad1o station .... In 1961 I came to

Unlver51ty

A physically handicapped veteran stated his situation in the fol-
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lowing manner:

Three respondents found degrees in engineering to be of benefit to

them in terms of Canadian immigration.

-

In 1963 we were sent to , Ontario and the Committee

for the Concern of Hong Kong Refugees and the Canadian

immigration gave us a weekly income until I could find a

job and follow up help as well. I knew fr. _ , the
local Polish Roman Catholic pastor from my years in the
German camps. He came to see me and used the form ty

“when speaking to me.!® He remembered me and helped me

in the beginning as well.
I received training as a mold finisher and now werk
as an engraver for

In 1952 I decided to immigrate to Canada because they
gave me a visa-first and I felt there was more oppor-
tunity here for an engineer. There were no conditions
placed on my arrangements to come to Canada. I weént
through a three day immigration process in England and
came into Canada as a professional engineer.

My first job in Canada was for the Bridge
Company in Montreal. After one year I received a
license to practice from the A.P.E.0., an American
Professional Engineering Organization. After a number
of consukting positions I finally settled in _
Ontario where 1 received my M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
from University in the field of Engineering. I
am now a professor in the Eng1neer1ng Department at

Unlver51ty

When I arrived in Canada in 1952 I obtained a job
through the Association of Polish Englneers in bngland
and Canada. In Montreal I began working for the
Paint Company.

1 worked for Chemicals as an engineer in Oak-
ville, Ontario and have worked up until the present
time as an englncer for Company .... This
May I retired.?l '

In.1953 I arrived in Canada through perscnal arrange-
ments made possible because of my husband's cngineering
degree. My husband had to find a job before I could
come. o

~ From 1953 to 1961 1 was a homemaker. In 1961 I re-
turned to school receiving my B.A. from the University

of Toronto. We then moved to , Ontario and I re-
ceived my M.A. and Ph.D. .... I am now an associate
professor df Psychology at College .22

-3

-

3

-

Tool and Die in , Ontario.!®

Two were themselves graduate

"engineers and one was the wife of an engineer. Their statements follow:

&
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Canadian soil, issued the following memory:

In Canada I was given free reign as a doctor. Whe
first arrived I worked in an County TB Sanatori=
wn. Canada accepted my medical education but I had to
pass a medical exam from the Federal Government in
English or French and go through an internship.

After. I passed my exams I opened up a practice in

, Ontario. At 79 years of age I am stil] prac=

ticing medicine on a part-time basis.?3 . ‘

Two respondents came to Canada under a resettlement pension from -
the British Army. Their statements are below:

In 1951, when my husband and I arrived in Canada, we
were given immediate landed immigrant status without
any ?bligations. .
For 28 years I was employed by a hospital in ,
- . Ontario - six years as a nurse's aide, 17 years as a
ward clerk, and five years as a medical record's clerk,
In 1968 I bought a pet shop in a local shopping plaza.?"

In 1951 T had no family here so the immigration depart-

ment sent me to London, Ontario, since I came from

London, England.  Polish friends from . , Ontario

found me a job at Company.... I sold mobile homes

and became a union organizer for the workers in the

mobile home company, so I lost my job. I now own my own
- home improvement business.Z3

Eight of these 13 respondents were at least moderately satigfied
with both their job placement in relation to'their trainiﬁg and.ﬁuali-
fications and.their prcsen£ éghancial situation. Three respondéﬁts, a
tool and die worker, a hospital éidg, and a small businessman, were.
satisfied with their financial situation, but felt their job history
did not correspond with their training and qualifications. Their re;

marks follow:

My training was musical. If I had a choice I would
still love to be a conductor.26

If T had a choice I would have picked a job that offered
much more challenge. I worked in a hospital and in the
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" operating room. I took a lot of responsibilities but

did not get paid for them and I was never given a job

description. There were two possible reasons for this

- discrimination - I was a female and if I was Canadian,
English or German, I might have advanced much faster.27

I would have liked to have worked elsewhere but there
was no choice.?28
. . Two respondents, a retired machinist and a :college professor, were
. . - - - L o
well satisfied with their job placement but were very dissatisfied with

-

their financial situation.

VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS AS ENTRANCE "AIDS

. - .

Formal Associations

" The Polonia has always retained a deep sense of responsibility for.

the carc of its members. For most Poles, economic insecurity in no way
diminished their excessive repugnance for any type of government assis-
tance. In their study of the Polish American community at the turn of

the century, Thomas and, Znaniccki state:

4\\\\‘3”,_ As to public charity, an appeél'to a charitable insti-
tution is considered even in Poland a2 mark of downfall
««.. Every Pole who accepts the help of American
institutions is thus considered not only disgraced
personally ... but as disgracing the whole Polish
colony (Thomas § Znmaniecki, 1958, p. 1519).

Paul Wrobel, in a study of the Polish American c;hmunity which took

piace in the early 1970s, reiterates these feelings:

To apply for food stamps or Aid to Dependent Children is
considered shameful .... It implies that an indiwidual
cannot handle his own problems, that he has been de-
feated. That point of view is based on the belief that
problems are the result of personal failings, like rnot

working hard enough, rather than societal forces fWobbel,’
1979, p. 43).

L]

If the Pole felt a2 need for either material or- emotional reassurance

<

-
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he/she turned to Polish organizations for such assistance. A stabiliza-

tion factor was noted-mo;t often as a positive element flowing out of
the various Polish organizations cited. "They served as a stabilizing
factor by fetaining §ome reassgring familiar patterns of living, serving
as means of influence.to personal demoralitation; (Polzin, 1973,>p. 110).
The post-war immigrants in Canada found organizational strucfures,
created by their predecessors easing their initial period of transition.
Although a number of respondents indicated that they received assistance
upon arrival in Canada from the formal associations with the Canadian
Poldﬁia; the vast majority stressed the fact that they established
ﬁhemselves independently‘without any formal organizational assistance.
Whenever aid was adimitted, Polish veter ns/ groups were the most fre-
quently mentioned, followed Sy The Association of Polish Engineers and
the Polish Roman Catholic parish. The following statement infers the
need for the initial assistance these associations rendered:
‘Some Polish associatidns indeed helped me to édjugt.
They suggested jobs and hegped me adjust socially,
etc. They were Polish Veterans, Polish Mutual Associa-,
tion, and Polish parish associatioms,?2%
.

- More often the responses were "Nobody helped."30 or "I didn't need

any help."31-

Informal Associations

The informal Polish network was the most frequently utilized
vehicle for entrance and adjustment into the Canadian mainstream.
Every respondent went directly to a Polish community, neigﬁborhood or
home upon arrival. Their primary relationships during the first few

~

yehfs emanated from within this network. Occasionally members of the
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family who had immigrated at an earlier time were the initial contact.
The type of assistance varied from psychological support to economic
and job placement assistance.

The most valuable network assistance often'cam; from key private
connqctiﬁns within the Polish community. One such individual was a
respondent in this study. He was an unobtrusive member of the ethnic
community., His ;urname was not obviously Pélish nor was ﬁe a visible
leader but he was very often mentioned, especially by members of the in-

telligentsia, as a resource whose knowledge of the community was ex-
t;nsivc and who would disseminate information that could be relied upon
for its accuracy. This respondent was the key connection for the
faculty members of Polish descent employed at an Ontario university
where he was a faculty member.

This connection remained distant from all formal Polish organiza-
tions, preferring %o maintain ties with professional organizations in-
stead. Professing Roman Cathglicism, he did not belong to a Polish
parish. H;s children did not speak Polish. .Preferring them to be

multi-lingual, he thought the choice of a second language should be

theirs.

-

He considered himself very Polish and returned to Poland for a
visit almost every year. Through letters and food parcels, he main-
tained close contact with relatives and friends in.Poland. Henry :

Radecki and Benedykt Heydenkorn would define this respondent as

"Canadian Polish." (See Appendix A).
~

EDUCATION VARIABLE

During the first few years:after these respondents arrived in
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Canada, the education variable amended i 1f as shown in Table VI.

TABLE VI

’

Amended Education Variable - After Arrival in Canada

Course Completed . No. of Cases
University - Ph.D. Degree 5
University - M.A. Degree : 1

[§%]

‘English Language Course

T.V. Repair | o 1
Training - Mold Finisher 1 o
No Change 10

: N - 20

Fifty per cent of the sample extended their formal education and

job skill levels after their arrival in Canada.

* X * * *

Once social dislocation occurred, the immigrant discovered the
extreme effort which had to be exerted in order to upderstand the
social mores of the new place of residence. Acculturation proceeded
the moment the newcomer touched Canadian soil. Often the dominant

" ethnic groups had a limited understanding of the initial hardships
which needed to be overcome in such a situation. Personal problems,
such as language, extreme homesickness, and the break with personal
ties had Fo be dealt with simultaneous to the acculturation process.

Cultural adjustments, such as food, different definitions of

polite social interaction and different standards of personal hygiene
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had to be mastered by the new immigrant before he or she could interact

on a basic level with the person born in North America.32 All of this

-

had to be accomplished while the newly arrived Canadian attempted to

-survive in the Canadian qulturc,'an extremely difficult and musunder-

-

stood process. Henry Radecki, in his study of the Canadian Polish com-
munity, summarized this problem as follows:

After 1900, Canada's image for the vast majority of
Polish immigrants was of a land of unlimited oppor-
tunities, with plentiful and well-paid work available
for all .... The shock of reality, created ... by
the many different Canadian cultural and social norms
and values, was bewildering. The struggles and hard-
_ships on the land and the coldness, indifference, and
discrimination in the cities and work places, con-
tributed to feelings of loneliness and isolation.

All that was familiar was far away. Deep crises and
broken dreams were made unbearable by the expecta-
tions with which the immigrant arrived in Canada.

But to fail was even harder than to succeed under dif-
ficult conditions, for back in the old community °
derision, scorn or jeering awaited those who were un-
successful. For those coming after World War II,
return was impossible (Radecki, 1976, p. 55).

Specific'probicms of adjustment in farm labor were notable as some
respondents in this study initially felt exploita#iOn as a cheap labor
commodity. Their feelings fluctuated between "pleasgnt"33 hamﬁivalent"3“
and '‘unbearable', 3% but the real problems of adaptation were overcome
and the affected individggls adjusted rather rapidly to their new and
more favorable conditions. |

Those who arrived in Canada, either through personal or profession-
o .

"al arrangements, indicated a degree of pride that they were not associ-°
ated with the Farm Labor/Domestic Agrcement, especially if landed immi-

grant status was granted immediately or rapidly upon arrival without

incurring any obligations.
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Thirty-five per cent of tho respondents in thi; study obtained
ﬁniversity degrees before their arfiyal in Canada. Most of them were
able to entér into their profcsqiéns ?Qtﬁer Tapidly at the lower levels. B
Some of the ﬁrofbss?onal problems were solved by the.acquisition of the

English language and an updating of their professional degrees. (Sce

Tables V and VI). 5

-

Richmond stated that "an expericnce of immigrants of downward occu-
pational status mobility, followed-by recovery or improvement of statﬁs
leads to higher levels of satisfaction and adaptation to Canada™
(Richmond, 1967, p. 175). Alexander Matyko indicated that "in genefal
the lower-rank immigrants to Canada in the period 1945-1565 were more
satisfied with life in Canada than those who had high rank in their
native country" (Elliott, 1979, p. 238). In this study, those of the
middle class initially suffered the loss of their traditional status,
but by the. late 19605\3Pny'of them managed to improve their positions in
Canadian society; their status dislocation was modified. The working
ciéss respondents became well established in their occupations by the
early 1960s. | .

One female respondent felt sééual discrimination might have played
a greater role in her occubational dissatisfaction than ethpic considera-
tions.38 .

Networking wifhin the established Polish-Canadian community was of
vital importance during the early stages of the acculturation process,
Familiar ;OCiai exchange and cultural reaction established a feeling of
confidence in the spoul of the dislocated newcomer, In this study, most

of the initial networking was performed within the Polish-Gentile com-

munity, but the Polish-Jewish community was utilized for initial j
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‘placement by both a professional3’ and a semi-skilled3® respondent.

Interaction between the two communities continued in Canada on a busi-
ness if not on a personal level.. Even though Poles and Jews have a

History of animosity between their communities the trust level for the
respondents in this study was higher when deaiﬁng with a Polish-Jew
than with a non-Pole.

Professional organizations for the intelleétuals and Veteran's
organizations for the semi-skilled were the.points of referral most
mentioned whendone alluded to the necessity of assistance. Religious
and government agenéies were rarely mentioned. Only 10 per cent of the
respondents indicated a possibility of going to the Polish-Roman

Catholic parish for possible assistance.

Five per cent of the reépondents indicated the possibili%y of

" government assistance in terms of Veteran's benefits,
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agreement moved away from the farm once their contract was completed"

(Radecki, 1976, p. 54).
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of some of thcse culiurai.adjustments include: In Eastern

man kisses a lady's hand on meeting and one does not

address another in too personal a fashion unless the person is a

close personal friend or part of the family. In terms of personal

hygiene - in some countries soap and water, laundry facilities and

indoor plumbing are not as sophisticated or as available as they

are in North America; necessitating the digesting of a whole new

set of cultural expectations.
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CHAPTER VI

v

.PERMANENT ADJUSTMENT TO CANADA

-

Tﬁus far‘this st;dy cncompassed a brief survey of background in-
formaéion on‘a Epebific eicmeni within the Canadian‘ﬁo]énié; their
Homeland, when and whf they Left';t and how they settled in Canada.

They had been transplanted into a sifuation which modified past socio-
cultural mores giving birth to a unique Polish-Canadian ﬁilieu. Their
adjustments within this disparate situation were as varied as the
individual respondents.in the study.

Individuals Qithin this immigration group were as concerned as their
predecessors with the problems of cultural maintenaqce.amonglthc younge;
Canadian-born generations., These emotions were strqngly felt within
this sample for many of them saw themselves as guﬁrdians‘of a culture

.that might face pérmanent extinction or reviéioﬁ, given the present poli-
tical situation in Eastern Europe. These veterans of World War II were
political exiles or refugees strorgly conscious of their nationality,

L ~
history and traditional-background. They were exposed to formal educa-
tion in Poland, and broadened further by circumstances of war, iméig}a-‘
tion and resettlement. Until the early 1960s, many were deluQed into -

- believing that world conflict was bound to ensue; Poland would be liber-

ated from Soviet domination and they could return to” their -homeland.

106.
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They saw themselves as ambaséhdors of the enslaqu Polish nation. These

_expectations and this perceived guardianship increased their incentive’

for language and cultural maintenance among fhe ybungcr générations.
.The traditionalist character of this guardianship was difficult for

the liberally oricnted scction of the intelligentsia to accept. They

were generally more cosmopolitan in their outlook and rcscqtcd those
within this group who had a limited knowledﬁe of Polish realit} under
coﬁmunism; "but at ahé same time pretended to be experts on communish;
Poland, and anything concerning Eastern Europe" (Matejko, 1980, p. 21).
Therefore, it became evident.that socio-cultural adjustments were
necessary, not onlfihithin the Macro-Canadian society but within the

Micro-Polish thnic communiiy as well. All within this sampie identi-
fied with the_ethnic.qommunity, but the degreec of cultural retention:
varied from onc respondent to another.

There were several ways in which these respondents were able ana
willing to express their,ethnic commitments. Language, family, degree
of ethnic community ipteraction, ethnic institutions and degrgc of
_interest in present day Poland were the most ‘frequent common denomina-
tors. dTheir.individual‘pcrceptions of all of these elements greatly
‘affected their present view of Canadian culture and their role within
ihat environment., First of all, this study deﬁlt with.the issuc of

language since language retention was a significant indicator of cul-

tural retentien in all other arcas menticned.

Language Maintenance

Discussion was directed toward five levels of language maintenance:

(1) The language spoken in the home, (2) language maintenance among
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their progeny, (3) ;f'their children attended part-time Polish school;
(4) if the family attended a Polish parish whéré the Polish language
}as the féfm of communication,! and (5) if the re%pondents read Polish
magazines and newspapers and/or 1i§tened to Polish radio programs.

. AThirgy—five percent of the families used Polish as the princi}al
language in the home; 20 percent mostly Polish; Englisﬁ and Pgiish 15

-

percent; only English 25 percent, and German 5 percent.

. Negative feclings toward a Polish accent were exhibited by a num-
ber of the respondents, Some participants felt that a "foreign" accent

s .
was a detriment in terms of social mobility. . One member of the intel-

’ligentsia'respondéd as follows: .

I would like to lose my accent. It's not the proper
accent. It's a Polish accent.?

Eighty percent 'of the progeny in this study spoke Polish. Pro—‘
ficiency 1£ried and in some instances the cosmopolitan nature of the
family's cxistence c¢xhibited itself. . The extremes are stated below:

They speak Polish poorly. They speak better Erench. 3

My children spoke all English in the home because this
is their life here."

My daughter speaks only Polish in our home except when
her English husband is around.® She speaks many lan-
guages because her home environment was so broken up
during the war. She speaks English very well becausc
she went to good boarding schools in England. She is
now a teacher here in Canada teaching English.®

One respondent was having his children tutored in French by the folish
huns from the local Polish parish.

"In 1965 there were about 5,000 children attending 57 Polish part=
time schools in Canada' (quccki, 1976, p. 100), where ceducational

efforts stressed the language, history, geography and tradifions of

Poland., After World War II these institutions stressed strong politi-
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cal as well as nationalistic views. Fifty-five pércent of this study's
children attended these faciliéics,omost for reasons.of cultural main-
tenance. This focus was indicated as follows:

We sent our child so he would understand Polish like
his Mother and Dad.’

OQur daughter was bern in Poland. My wife and I .
adopted her. We sent her to Polish school so she
¢ould continue the languagc.8
... to keep up the heritage.®
... to make them culturally richer.!0
Not all of the respondents were as enthusiastic about this aspect

of cultural maintenance, The following statement shows onc lukewarm

attitude.

I sent my children because my wife and sons wanted .
11 )
me to. :

Sixty-five percent of the respondents attended Polish parishes (sce
Ethnic Community Tics for further discussion}, 75 percent rcad Polish

1

magazines, newspapers and/or ligtened to Polish radio'prog;aming. Some
stressed their subscrip;ions to Kultura, a Polish lariguage intellect;al
journal published in France, an%lgr the fact that their reading wos

exclusively professional. Many indicated their displeasu;e‘with Polish

newspapers because they thought them politically biased or 'they

arrived too late for the news to be useful.'!?

Family Attitudes \

—

The family has always been a strong vchicle for cultural mainten-
ance within the Polish community. Family bonding was tight and divorce
or separation was the exception to the rule.

Within this sample, 80 percent of the respondents were married, 10
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percent widowed, 5 percent divorced; and 5 percent single. Eighty-five
percent of the responden¥s had childreﬁ for a sample’total of 28,
Familics ranged from one child to three children. Family size within
this sample ran contfary to the perceived stereotype of first genmeration

- : ’
immigranté professing Roman Catholicism. Four factors might have
accounted fqr this finding. 1} These respondénts werc married later
than the average, 2) permanent job and income security occurred at a
later stage, 3), the sample was heavily weighted with intellectuals, who
as a socio-grodp, were motivated toward spaller family size, and 4)
tﬁgre was a decline in religiosity‘among the Canadian population as a
whole. "The churches were cxperiencing difficulty. in maintaining moral
authority over their members e+« In the period between 1961-1971 ...

‘survey data showed that Catholics did not differ greatly from Protes-

tants in the utilization of contraceptives'" (Matejko, 1980, p.'12).

-

Home Ownership ' - .

Home ownership has frequently been a dominant.characte{istic among
the North American Poloni?.' Wood's study of'Hamtfamék, Michigan, in
1950 showed a home owneréhip of close to 50 pef&ent (Wood, 1955, p. 25).
Polzin'; study of éolish parishes in the United States, indicated that
60 percent of the pastors reported thdt most or all of the Eolish
American;_in their parishes owned their own homes (Polzin, 1973, ﬁ.

277). The present study supported this contention in a Polish-Canadian

setting. Ninety-five percent of the respondents owned their own homes,
F

and in at least 15 percent of the cases, owned two or more homes simul-
. &

tancously.

Only five perEent of the respondents lived in a "Polish" neighbor-

- -
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hood, while 95 percent lived in a "mixed" neighborhood.™.All of the re-

spondents were at least moderately pleased with their neighbarhqods
- - ~

and/or housing. co | \\\\\

Residential proximity did not‘necessarily breed group cohesion,

Poles and Polish-Canadians did not always‘feel comfortable with one

another., One example of this ingroup cultural tension was expressed in

the following manner:

I Iive in a mixed neighborhood but there is one Polish
family on the block. Actually he is not Polish. He
is Polish Canadian. He speaks Polish very badly,!3 -

A respondent from the intelligentsia indicated his elite feelings

on this issue below:

A second generation Polish-Canadian attempted to speak
to me at a recent conference and his Polish was of the
most crude peasant variety. Of course this was how he
was taught. It's really no fault of his.1%
=
One respondent issued a plea for cultural pluralism in a unified

political setting:

We came to Canada to be Canadian with a Polish
heritage. I would not like to live in a Polish

ghetto. It is not good to have a nation within a
nation.13

Three other respondents indicated their individual situation as

follows:

This neighborhood is mixed.... We own this home and
one home outside of >, Ontario, one home in

, Ontario and a condominium apartment in
The apartment block is.owned by Poles.l® '

We built our own homejFﬁj1964 ...+ There are some Poles
here but mostly others.!7

e
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maintain some contact with traditional &uisine.
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Our nelghborhood is inhabited by just everybody.
There is one Polish family. It is a°good street
stuck between: two poor districts.l1®

.
-

This residéntial cultural diversity in the first generation agrees

with:Helling‘s findihgs dealing with Canadian newcomers:

Not ~ell immigrants settled ambng their own, While
this might have been possible in the rural ethnic
checkerboard settlements of the Canadian West, it -

was unlikely to happen in the emerging urbah centers.

-
wOrld War II hastened ... industrial expansion ....
Ethnic segrégation in the cities soon lost its - M

legitimacy when restrictive covenants were declared
unenforcable and fair accomodation practices out-.
lawed differential treatment on the basis of
ascribed criteria (Helljnmg, 1978, p. 6-7).

dications- of residential discrimination due to ascribed status are

‘detaileéd .latexr in this chapter - see View of Canadian{Culture).

-

’ .

v 3 -

One of the stronger marks of ethnic 1dent1ty was dletary prefer-

ence. 1Einety-five percent of the respondents’ 1nd1cated a desire to

Forty-five pércent

-

- served mostlf‘?ollsh cuisine in their hgges, SO percent mixed dletary

following wéy: i

-

choices and only 5 percent preferred non-Pollsh dlshes. Jwo respon-

dents indicated their multi-cultural approachgto this matter in the

Often I would fix Canadian food the Polish way.1?

I prefer a variety of,cuisine'with a shot of bigos
once in awhile.2?

Primari:and Secondary Relafionsﬁips ' : .

The family's prlmary relatlonshlp grouplngs were dealt with in con-

junction with its relat1onsh1p to Polonia and the Canadian social Settlng

. VPSP S O
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as a whole., This sample contained individuals who were torn from the
#ccurity of an extended family creating a situation necessitating ex-

tension of primary group bonding into Polonia and at times even into
the surrounding macro-community.

A careful examination of life in Polonia reveals the significance

of several sociological principles (Lopata, 1976, p. 118): the presence

- -

of ethclasses (Gordon, 1964), and other complexities of social struc-
tures (Huges, 1984; Wirth, 1928; Kramer, 1970), the ability of an
ethnic community to maintain itself in spite of territorial subdivisions
and even dispersal (Etzioni, 1959), and the overlap between the life of
an ethnic community and that of the larger society (Lopata, 1964). The
concept of "ethclass' was coined by Gordon (1964) after an examination
of the American scene which concluded:

With regard to cultural behavior, differences of

social class are more important and decisive than

differences of ethnic group, (and) with regard to

social participation in primary groups and primary

relationships, people tend to confine these to their

own social class segment within their own ethnic

group - that is to the ethclass (Gordon, 1964, p. 52).
Gordon thus refers to "the subsociety created by the intersection of
the verticgl stratification of ethnicity with the horizontal strati-
fications of social class as the ethelass" (Gordon, 1964, p. 51).

Gordon further states that ''therc is a social world of a sub-society
of the intellectuals in America in which true structural intermixture
among persons of various ethnic backgrounds ... has marRedly taken
- L4

place" (Gordon, 1964, p. 28l). The present study bares this out on a
professional level. Sevénty percent of the total sample indicated that
their primary group relationships were '"mostly Polish" but a corre-

sponding percentage of intellectuals within the-studf‘indicated'that

their professional relationships were mixed or non-Polish. Perhaps due-

L s dea-



R ' h 114
to the urban nature of this sample and the cosmbpolitin war time ex-
periences of the rgspondents, similar groupings were also deciphered in
the'non-professional group: Eighty percent indiéated that their social
contacts were mixed or all Polish, while 80 percent indicated that their
associatibn; during working hours were non-Polish. Twenty-f1ve pcrcent
of the respondents from the total study indicated that their prlmary
group affiliations-were mixed, and five percent stated that their

-

primary social group was non-Polish. Social ambiguity and latent eth-

..

nic bonding surfaced among those who stressed their strong affiliation

with the'macro-community. One example follows:

Not too mnay Poles visit my home on a regular basis

and I do not visit too many Polish homes in this

area but in , Ontario I maintain contact with

a lot of Polish friends.2! '

The respondents stated that their children presented quite a dif-

' ferent picture. Seventy-one percent indicated that their childrens’®
primary social rclationships were non-Polish, while only 28 percent
stated that the relationships were mixed. None indicated cxclusivelj .
Polish affiliations. A number of the intervieweés stressed their de-
sire for "some" Polish friendships among éheir progeny, but none of
thenm exhibited_displeasure at this rate of social assimilﬁfioﬂu Typi-
cal reactions follow:

The choice is up to them.2%
Our children's social contacts have been mostly non—'

Polish but we would greferlthem to be half Polish
and half non-Polish. .

Name Changing

Several sociologists have focused on legal changes of Polish

’ -

sounding surnames as indices of a willingness to totally assimilate into
R " N\
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the general society. Name Fhanges end the last visible proof of iden-.
tification with the ethnic gfoup, breaking past family and ethnicity
label ties, though not necessarily interactional ties (Zagraniczny,
1963; Kotlarz, 1963; Borkowski, 1963). None of the.respondents within

this study had changed their surnames,‘although not all surnames were

.

"Polish sounding'. Reactions to the phenomenon of name changing were
mixed. Sixty percent were negative, 25 percent didn't mind, and 15 per-

.cent issued no response. Those who had a negative reaction varied in

- -

their intensity as follows:

It disturbs me a great deal but if people feel more

"~ comfortable . It's like have a nose job done.
It's not what it will do to others but what it does
to the person.2“

I can't understand it. Why would they need to?25
It would kill me. I would drown my“son if he did
that.26

Yes, it would bother me very much. My sons should
keep their father's name. It's a good name,2<7

It seems like they are ashamed of their own name
but if English people can't spell it, maybe ....28

-It is denying your identity, like denying vour
mother and father,2®

It is a cowardly thing to do.30

I would feel the person should not change his name.
‘What you are, you-are.3!

My daughter was so proud of her Polish name, she
hyphenated her last name when she married so she
could keep her Polish name. I guess name-changing
is up to the individual.32

One respondent, now a key private connection with the ethnic community,

indicated his past desire to change his surname.
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L}
I was going to change my name but my wife, a non-
Pole, convinced me not to.

Exogamz

Ethnic intermarriage is sometimes seen as the catalyst toward the
disillusion of an ethnic community. Since ethnicity is strongly linked
to kinship, a breakdown of ethnic exclusivity must indicate a weakening
of thé ethnic group (Kennedy, 1952; Herberg, 1955). Exogomy implies a
degree of "structural assimilation' because it entails a very close kin-
ship between two groups (Gordon, 1964),

Although intermarriage may reflect a reduction in ethnic cohesion,
it does not necessarily.undefmine ethnic solidarity. Children of a
mixed marriage may become members of the ethnic group of either or both
parents. The present study showed that this variable affecting struc-

"tural assimilation was of no consequence to the respondents, Twenty-
five percent were themselves partners in dual-ethnic liaisons. One
hundred percent felt exogomy '"did not matter", Typical reactions fol-

low:

A

-—

[t would not matter if my child married a non-Pole.
I consider a person as a person not their nationality.3"

“Itt's fheir choice, 35
Matejko felt, there was'a very real danger to the ethnic community
in this apathy. "The intermarriage rate ambng Polish people is particu-
"larly high. The assimilationist trend undermines the existence of the
Polish ethnic group" tEliiott, 1979, p. 242), Cohtrary to this develop-
ment, exogoméus relationships in this study resulted in a strengthening

of two culturés. All of the respondents involved in mixed marriages

were male and all indicated that their wives eased their acculturation
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into the Canadian society and conversely served as re-enforcers of ;
Po{iéh ident{tyﬁ The non-Polish wives attempted to learn to speak
Polish, encouraged t?avel to Poland, and learned to cook Polish dishes.
in 20.pcrcent of thc?cases, social-interaction within the Polish com-

munity was aided and encouraged by a non-Polish spouse with one wife

insisting on the maintenance of a Polish surname.

Ethnic Community Tics

e

Ethnic cultural values and community ties were maintained over-

time, largely through ethnic organizations and institutions. These
affiliations alleviated the environmental shock by sustaining sbcial
cohesion. They cushioned the transitional period from one culture to
another, preventing personal disorganization. In many instances they
-
served as surrogate familiqs providing'legal, financial, and spiritual
assistance, allowing for a small primary group enyironm;nt where
cultural identification Qas clarified o} sblidifich. For many thesc
organizations #ere the initial contact points from which the immigrants

were able 'to discern their perceived identities as Poles or as Canadians

.of Polish descent. Through'hemberﬁhip,_the individual gained a greater

knowledge of not onlf the local environment.but eventually the broader

society encompassing it.
"Organizational office or even membership served a special role
for fﬁose suffering from a severc status dislocation in the sociceconomic
spheres of the Canadian soéicty" {Richmond, 1567, p. 118). For these
individuals, a portion of their prcvious positien, influence, and pres-
tige was maintained through playing a significant role within the ethnic

organizations, where their past symbols of social status were given a
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degree of recognition by the other members. For some, membership or an

office provided a release from the outside society's restricted upward
social mobility. This was the\only social distinction some of them
achieved in their new social setting within their lifetime$. Many used

this sctting to reconfront their ethnic roots for a re-evaluation of

o

their identity after a self-imposed exile.

Within the present study, membership was limited to the following

Polish-Canadian organizations:

Veterans v

1. Polish Combatants Association in Canada - (S.P.K.) - Stowarzyszenic

Polskich Kombatantow w Kanadzie

1

3. Canadian Air Force Association - Polish Wing -

2. . Royal Canadian Legion - Polish Branch

-Stowarzyszenie Lotnikow Polskich w Kanadzic, Skrzydlo o
Others ’
1. Association of Polish Engineers in Canada - Stowarzyszenie
Technikow Polskich w Kanadzie
2. Canadian Polish Congress
3. -Polish Roman Catholic Church

4, Dom Polski - Polish Home -
-1

5. Polski Klub Towafzyski W - Polish Social Club

The Association of Polish Engineers in Canada was established in
1941, This organization was formed to represent the pf&fessional and
occupation interest;-of a particular segment wiihin the ethnic'community.

In 1944 the Canadian Polish Congress was esfablished as an umbrella
organization, aimed at the unification of all organizations, secular
ana religious, within a broad based central structure. It was a loose

N ' o

-
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alliance of organizations designed basically as a representative, éo-
ordinativé, and planning body. ’

In 1946 the Polish Combatants Association in_Canada was founded
under the leadership of profcssi;hal officers in the Polish Armed Forces.
Highly political, all were strongly anti-Communist, rccogniziné the
Polish government in England as the only legal political rcgimq'rcpre-.
senting Poland. The initial organizational concerns inéluded cafc and
. representation for those veterans exploited by unscrupulous cmployers,
plus aid ?nd advice to members seeking work« or accommddation upon com-
pletion of their farm labor -or domestic/farm labor contracts.

"'-in addition t& the aforementioned organizations, post-war immi-
grants formed Polish branches of the Canadian Legion, accepting the
formgl rules and affiliation with thc.Canadian body, but retaining a‘
Polish character tﬁrough'exciusive membersﬂip, and through activities ~
and concern for Polish traditions, customs, and history.

Tﬂe veterans of the Polish Air Force formed Polish "Winés" of the
Canadian Air Force Association.. All Polish branches of thé Canadiqn.
Leéion and Polish Air Force "Wings'" werc affiliated with-thc Canadian
Polish Congress.

Thé Polish Social Club and Dom Polski were non-sectarian organiza-
tions eﬁcompassing all segments of the community. Both stressed the
preservation of the Polish language and heritage with the Polish Sociai
Club being more exclusive and intellectual in nature. The key in-
gredient for both organizations was in-group socia&ization and comradery.

The intelligentsia within the present study did not seek active

membership within the various veteran's groups, mainly through a process

of self-exclusion, They all preferred to obtain-status recognition
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through'prpfessional organizational sources, nearly .all non-Polish.
Neither of the female respondents were connected to any veteran's
organizations. Since they wéré themselves veterans, they resented being
relegated to auxiliary status within the groups. Both of these respon-
dents were vory'active in other areas of Polonia, one hoiding an office
in the Polish American Congress.

Organizational life outside the Polish community was vgry limited,
with the cxcéption of those who belonged to non-Polish professfonal
organizations, a non-Polish parish,.or local senior citizen's groups.
None of the respondents belonged to non-Polish veteran's units, -

Three respondents from the inte{ligentsia, the firsi being a key
. private connection within the Polish community, issued the following
statements cbncerninglpheir self-exclusion from much of the organiza-

tional life within the commuqity.

I keep a distance from any and all Polish organiza-
tions and maintain ties with professional organiza-
tions instead.3®
My associational ties are all in the professional )

vein - all non-Polish - all engineering societies in

the U.S. and Canada,37

b .
I belong to professional organizations and the
‘Polish Roman Catholic Church. I have no,

- Time for community organizations.38 '

Group exclusion surfaced in the following response.
I joined the Polish Veteran's groups in but
found 1 was discriminated against because I was a
member of the German Army before I was a member of the
Polish Army.3% ' _ _ -
Sixty-five percent of the respondents belonged to a Polish Roman

Catholic parish; 15 percent belonged to non-Polish Roman Catholic

parﬁshes, and 20 perceﬁt had no religious affiliation. Those who be-
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longed to the Polish parishes considered themselves "active members" and

one respondent who claimed no religious affiliation returned occasionally

to the Polish parish for cultural rcasons. In the interview setting,

their parish association constituted a very small percentage of their

conversational exchange, but for those who profgssed Polish parish con-
nectiqns, such associations seemed to constifute a major force in their
lives. It was.difficult to decipher if this emphasis was from a faith
or cultural/traditional perspective. That isSue alone could constitute
another siudy; The comments that were issued tended to be negative,
personal in scope, and subjective in.nature. “Three such examples follow:

I no longer have any religious affiliation. The priest
refused to baptise our child because my wife is non-
Catholic,40 : -

I used to belong to the local Polish Roman Catholic
parish but I don't like (the pastor) so I stopped
going. He is too political and won't take a stand
on the Katyn massacre. I think he is a user, a liar
and a hypocrite.b!

I would like-to take a more active role in the parish
.but both the pastor and the parishioners maintain a
rather negative view of women who are highly educated.42

One respondent indicated cultural incongruence'by stating:

I am non-religious but I go to the Polish Church
occasionally to strengthen the emotional ties,
especially when homesickness sets in. I give a great
deal of financial support to the Pplish Roman Catholic
parish in . I truly regret that I do not do
more 43

When asked to discuss their present relationship with the Canadian

Polonia; 80 percent saw themselves as members, while 20 percent felt

divorced from the ethnic community. . Their reactions follow:

Yes, definitely 1 am part of the Canadian Polonia.“"

Yes, of course, I feel like a member of the Canadian
Polonia. Culturally I have to belong to this group.



You can't be a canary if you are a crow,*3

1 feel very much apart of the Canadian Polonia but

. because of my German Army_ connections I've been dis-
appointed and rejected several times so I gave up.
But I will go back any time they accept re 48

I consider myself emotionally although not formally

a part of the Canadian Polonia. I'm sort of a well-
wisher.and a helper. I might return once I retire.

Perhaps I might even return in the near future.4”’

No,.I don't know. .I'm a loner. I prefer to share
Kultura and discuss.“®

*

‘ I feel too Polish to be part of the Canadian
Polonia,*®

1 do not feel I am a member of the Canadian Polonia
. because I am much more Canadian in my orientation.
I will not return to Polonia after retirement be-
cause my profession and friendships have c¢liminated
almost all ties with Polonia.>® '

A functional analysis.of the ethnic community's social infra-
structure could be an explanation for the incidence of many non-to-
hesive developments within this sample, Breton (1964) a;gued that what -
was impartant in the social infrastructure of an ethnic community was‘
not any particular type of organization, but rather the diversity of
organizations, He used the term "institutional completeness' to refer
to the extent to which an ethﬂic community contained representative
tvpes of organizatioﬁs (i.e., economic, religious, social, politigal)
so that individuals might live out their lives within such communities.
He analyzed group affiliations as a choice or decision confronting each
new arrival. : . .

When the immigrant was transplaﬁted from one count;y

to another he had to reconstruct his interpersonal
"field", Such a reconstruction was accomplished e
through his activities to satisfy his immediate

needs: making a living, learning a ncw language,
participating in social life, going to church
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(Breton, 1964,.p. 193).

How this decision was made depended on the insritutional alterna-
tives available. Language or other practical difficulties made inter-
actions in fion-ethnic institutions relatively unrewarding.

Breton emphasizcd.that the greater the range and diversity of
. L]
needs the ethnic community met, both in terms of-socio-cultural co-
hesion and social mobility., thé mOwe time the immigrant spent within
the boundaries o! this community. -

It became épparent in the present study that some of the effects of
institutional completencss on cohesion lasted only a few years, until
some rcspondeyts overcame their linguistic and otﬁer socio-economic
handicaps. Some arrived with few handicaps and acculturation was

accomplished rapidly, while other effects persisted over a lifctimq.

The institutional completeness of the Polish community could not'stOp

the progressive intesnal diversificatioe——"

View of Present Day Poland

A sizable number of these respondents ecnvisioned a permancnt-re-

turn to their homeland when they first arrived in Canada, but cconomic

acculturation, family ties, and Poland's unfavorable political situation

brought abéyt permanent Caﬁadian settlement.

A continuing interest in keeping'abreast'of the Polish national\
situation, either familily or culturally was very evident. Eighty-fiﬁc
perceﬁt had vi;ited Poland at ieastronﬁc since Ehé élosé_of Wérld‘War
II, with some réturniﬁg as frequently as every two years. Fgrty—seven

percent of the respondents' children had visited Poland at least once.

- In terms of a possible return on 2 permanent basis, the present

H
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study's findings correlated with Matejko's results in the 1970s. '"One-

fifth of the respondents took into consideration the possibility of re-

' turning to Poland sometime in the future, moéfly for retirement" '
j 1980, p.” 25; Rutkowski, 1982). Some positive feelings :;:af\‘_)

(Matejko,

. X ¥
a permanent return to the-homeland are stated below:

Age,

selves-in

.

View of the Canadian Culture T

-regime should change. My penSion is here. It would

I have not returned to Poland since the Second World ' -
War but I'm thinking about going back for goodtnow, 5!

I would like to return for my ret;remenf because I .
have a lot to talk to them about.

If there were a change in the regime I would like to ¥
return for good

A possible’ return is too comglex a question to answer.
Probably yes in retirement.>

cconomic, political and familial variables exhibited them-

-

the negativé-‘reactions.

No, not at my age.: I want £or Poland a democracy
Our famlly has a long history of fighting for Poland'
freedom. We've had enough Russians.35 .

+

I would not return to Poland for.good even if the

be dlfflcult to adjust again.%% . . .
No, because my children are here. I was thinking
about it even with the present regime. We weré . .
planning to retire there. But now it is too close

to trouble. I would like to be buried there.57" -

These post-war immigrants entered Canada often with exaggerated

expectations of their own potentialities for the future. Letters from

relatives or friends warned of the difficulties in finding suitable

“work along with other possible problem areas, but those who were deter-

mined to come retained their own images of Canadian society. Years of

“

abnormal existence, constant threats of death, and 'a sense of insecurity
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about their future all contributed to a heightened state of anxiety.
Many were "conditioned by fear, possessed by suspicion and oftep pre= :

disposed to think hqppineéslgwells in the place where they aré not"

(Vernant, 1953, P 358)2 "In time,‘problems of adjustment diminished
aqd’%or most diséppcared; :Thé years §ince 1946 witnessed a more toler-

ant attitude on the part of 'Canadians toward the Eastern European new-

.

comer. But discrimination did exist in many’ spheres and adjustments

had to, be made. The negativé or posifive feigpqck obtained by immi-

grants, both upon entrance and’ during the ensuing years, coloured their
perccptlfns of - Canadlan SOC1cty and themselves as Canadians. An impor-

tant factor in the 1mm1grant 's adJustment was .

the manner in which the dominant society was prepared
to welcome the ethnic individual as a total person,

. including his culture .... If his culture was -

i '~ ridiculed-and downgraded then he felt rejected as a
person ..., unless he had reached the point of assimi-
lation at which he no Ionger 1dent1f1ed with his -

- ethnic group.

«+es Ridicule and derision did not ... work toward®
speeding up the process of making.an-individual less
v ethnic and therefore a better Canadian. ... the
) ‘minority group members feeling toward the new country
seemed to be very strongly related to his feeling to-
ward his own ethnic group.... A proud.Polc made a
proud Canadian (Dun1n-Mark1ew1cz 1976, P- 51)

Slxty percent of the respondents: 1nd1cated that the;nbad experi-
enced attitudes of prejudice or discrimination éoupled with negative
attitudes toward immigrants By the "man in the stieets"'gpon,arrival fn'
Canada.; Althgugh many indicated that these emotions were médificd,'and
in many areas ceased to exist in the ensuing years. Jobs, housing and

linguistic discrimindtion were the most freguently mentioned areas of

concern. Varying reactions follow:
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The Canadian man in the streets has a very unfavorable
attitude toward immigrants. The fear of the D.P. is
ingrained in them. This is their way of protecting
their jobs. By the way, why did you pick this topic?

. Does anyone really care about the Polish Army?

At this pdint the respondent hesitated and then continued:

When I stated that we all have accen?f he stated:

W
I feel uncomfortable because I still have an accent.

You're right of course, I should not be ashamed of
mine.

I think their attitude is rotten. They always say
*speak English'. Free speech is a big farce but the
Canadian authorities respect us because we built up
this country. I've experienced prejudice in finding
a house, at work, from my neighbors, in the stores,
and from government officials both employment and
immigration., We're still cailed D.P.'s. Even our
grand¢hildren are called D.P.'s. I'm called .that
D.P. across the street.>? :

There is jealousy because we alwiys do better than
them. We manage better. I have experienced pre-
judice in-getting a job. They feel we are only good -
for cleaning; at work from the boss and my fellow
workers I got a secondary feellng; in the stores be-
cause of my accent and ir’ the schools when in the 50s
my sons found it with our name,59

In the beginning we were treated like second class
citizens because of our D.P. classification. Now it~
is very much different. I experienced prejudice in
the area of getting a job. They would not recognize
our capabilities or recognize the difficulties we had
to overcome to live the same as they do.®!

A few years ago_Cahadians-did not like people not to
speak English Fifteen years ago I expérienced pre-
judice in getting a job Jbut the situation has 1mproved

"1.was treated very well by immigration officials,b

Flfteen years ago Canadians held a very unfavorable
attitude toward immigrants. They did not want people

-'to speak Polish and Polish people had to changé their
. age in order to receive a job. In 1966 Prime Minister

Pearson braught in the Canadian Pen51onkii'n and dis-

_crlmlnatlon stopped.®

i
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The attitude is worse towards people from Asia, Africa
and the West Indies. I have experienced discrimination
in securing housing.®"

1 feel the general attitude is one of indifference.

‘Before they were reluctant to accept us at first. Now -

there are so many immigrants they must accept us. I

have experienced discrimination in getting a job and

at work from my boss and fellow workers.®>

When we first came the Canadians did not like the idea
that the immigrants were coming and the the government
was making jobs for them. 1In 1980 the feelings were
considerably improved. I have experienced no disérimi-
nation. Certain people did in the farm labor situation

but they went to the employment agency and the farm was
changed.®

The attitude is constantly changing and is determined
mostly by an economic situation at a given time., I .
have experienced d1scr1m1nat10n in getting a job and as -
a teacher in the schools.®

The general attitude of the Canadian man on the street
toward immigrants is quite favorable., The salad bowl
effect is presgnt here. In general the morg educated
immigrant and Canadian have a better attitude toward
each other. However this can change if someone's job
is in danger. Then preJudlce can become severe. I
have-not personally experienced-much preJudlce in

Canada. My education eliminated a lot of the usual
problems. 5% :

Canadians feel extremely favorable toward 1mmlgrants

I have experlenced no sign of prejudice while I ha»e
been in Canada. - :

These perceptions of discrimination seem quite specific in content.

, - ) .
The present study was heavily weighted with well-educated respondents of

‘'middle and upper-middle class standing. Alexandra Dunin-Markiewicz, in

her study

students,

dealing with prejddi&e among Polish-Canadian High School

indicated a direct correlation between these two variables..
‘ P]

. The percept1on of prejudice seems to be ... related

to one's social class and educatlon.... It was the
most highly educated adults, those with most prominent
position within society, and highest aspirations,

_which most often reported cases of actual discrimina-

tion against them (Dunin-Markiewicz, 1976, p. 44).

-
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Therefore, the respondents had to comprehend the dynamics of dis-

"‘

criminétion before they ﬁerceived its reality.

The "Polish joke" or humour, baséd on negative ethnic stereotypes
pfevalent in the iate 1960s and early 19705, served to reinforce per-
ceptions of preJudlce. fhe humour of these strongly negative stories

centered on the lower class background and peasant culture of early.
ihmigran; groups greatly exaggpraﬁed by the jqkes.' Lopata talks about.

the effects of this negative stereotyping in her study of the Polish-
American community.

Polish jokes have had a profound influence on Polonia. -
... First, ... they were a jolt to a communitythat

had been comfortably involved in its own status com-
petition, only vaguely aware of and responsxve to pre-

. judice from the outside. Second, success in acqulrlng
American status symbols served to 1ncrease interest in
status competition outside the communlty. Third, the
jokes affect ... anyone who identifies himself or is
identified by others as Polish-American. They have ...

- been told to people with Polish names as if they would
be espeC1al}y meaningful, even when the recipient con-
sidered him - or herself successfully acculturated and
... Structurally assimilated. The jokes thus come as

" reminders of the imperfection of such’assimilation

. (Lopata, 1979, r. 77}.

{9

. By the time this study was initiated, Polish ethnic humour had °

erested and-was on the wane, but a rééidue of resentment still remained.

Eighty-five percent-&f the reépondent; had been confronted by\thiﬁ form "
of huhqur-in the Canadian social'seiting.' Sixty‘éercénf had a m@xed or
negative reaction to if. The origing were attriégtéd'to anti-Polish
sentiﬁent within the G;rﬁan and Jewish communities. Tﬁé-historf.of
rela;ioﬂs between Polonia, the Jewi;h, and to a lesser degree the
Germ;n doﬁﬁun&ties, was one of mutual dislike aating-back to their

collective European experiences. This residue of animosity was expréssed

in the two following examples of reverse stereotyping.
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"Polish jokes upset me.very much, Only stupid people
can like them. They were started by an enemy who is
trying to discredit Poles and Poland. I think they
were started by Jews and Germans.’?

- They were made by either Gérmans or Jews, The
quality seems to be German - not very intelligent.7’!

4 } .

A segment of this Polish-Jewish animosity has been attributed to
the Jewish community because many of its members werc writers and pér-
formers.

Polonia's members have been increasingly angry over
what they define as a deliberate attempt by Jews in
the mass communication media- to prejudice the rest
of society against them, and the relations between
these two communities tend not to be very cordial
(Lopata, 1979, p. 79).

* In the United States the more judicious leaders within the Jewish
community have been working with a small number of Polonian leaders to
help in changing this situation, but they have met with only limited
success in their respective communities, - Thére is no indication that

v
even this limited step toward future understanding between the two
communities has taken place in the Canadian settihg.

Despite some negative incidents during their total Canadian experi-
ence, 70 percent of these respondents maintained a positive opinion of
individual Canadians. Only 10 percent held them in low esteem, and 20
percent issued no opinion. Social incongruence exhibited itself in

b
; their view of the Canadian culture. Forty-five percent thought the
Polish culture superior, while none thought the Canadian superior.
Fifty-five percent preferred a blend of the two cultures, ihdicating

neither as superior. A composite picture Qf their view of individual

Canadians and the overall Canadian culture follow.
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View of Canadians as Individuals : .

-’ I have a great affection for them especially the
Canadian intelligentsia.”? .

"Sure I like them. It's my country,’?
Canadians are very good people.7“"
Canadians are easy to get along with. I like them.??

Some are good. Some are-bad. It depends on the
. person, Ethnicity plays no part.’®
I like Canadians as a whole but I think they are 2
‘little shallow.’’
They don't know much about anything outside of
Canada.’®

I am very disappointed by the lack of respect shown
the Polish veteran in Canada. After all we were
Canada's allies. Canadians are too limited to under-
stand the crisis in the world and what we went
through. You can't converse with them and expect’
them to take it seriously.’?®

~

Canadians are much more interested in money than
Europeans. In Europe family status and education
are far more important,80

It's hard to defing Canadians. Some are nice and
some are not. I prefer Slevaks and Latin Americans.8l

View of the Canadian Culture
- The Polish culture is older and more complete..'The o
Canadian culture is still being formed. Po6lish
culture is more humanistic in the European .tradition.82

Moral values were higher in Poland pre-war. In .
Poland - post-war it is safer crime wise - yet there

is a lack of private initiative. I prefer.Polish -

culture but Canadian civilization., The technology

4s higher in Canada.83 ' | ' -t

¢

The Polish culture is a culture with deep roots. .
There are no Canadian roots and there is no Canadian -~ N
pride. They must learn more about themselvcs.a“
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We have.a better life style in Canada than in present
day Peland but before the war the Polish culture was
- superior.83 .

'

This country is so young and such a mix of nationali-
ties.86 _ , .

It's ogening up more - despite my unpronouncable
name ! 187

Canada is the best country in the world. I mever had
any trouble, The Polish culture was superior before
the war. Canada is a growing baby. It has not yet
established itself, 8% : o

These immigrants experienced varying degrees of acculturation, with

_none of them reachfng_tﬁe stage of full assimilation. ‘Acculturation for

this study. meant a voluntary adaptation of ‘the norms and values of the

host society. It involved a familiarity with and adoption of Canadian

N

customs and traditions without a corresponding loss of ‘Polish ethnic

identity, values and traditions. Assimilation was the process of total

absorpiron into another culture and group. It involved the abandonment
of Polishinorms and values with a corresponding adoption of Canadian
patterns of thinking and reacting. Their oriéinél culture no longer
served as a frame of reference for their beligfs and béhavior.

The Canadian claim of an integration of.culfural traits did not
occur-to.any extent, There was no mutual exchange or "mutual adjuétment
of diverse or conflicting culture traits to form a hérmdnious cultural

system" (Theodorson, 1969, p. 209). The processes of acculturation and

assimilation were.basically "Anglo-Conformity in the sense that the new-
comers adopted or assimilated to the two dominant cultures without

effecting any significant changes in the Canadian Socicty" (Radecki,
1976, p. 213).

A variety of emotions surfaced when the respondents were asked if

.9

o
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they folt ""more Canadian" or_“more:Pblish; showing a diversity in their
perceived degree of;assimilatidn and ng;ional self-placement. Thirty"
percent still considered themselves entirely Polish; 55 percent half
Polish and Half Canadian, and 15 percent entirelf-Canadian. Selected
statements follow: .

‘I have a Polish soul and Canadian Citizenship.®8?

I feel one-half Canadian and one-half Polish. Democ-
racy is more important than nationality.®9

I feel enfirely Canadian.9!

Wben they were aéked if they felt more comfortable with Poles or
Canadians, it became apparent that the 55 percent who considered them-
sckves half Polish and half Canadian had a pre-eminent orientation_to—
ward the ethnic community, combining their sentiments with the 30 per-
cent who considered thgmselvés Polish., Eighty-five percenE stated thc?

- i
were still much more comfortable with Polé&s, while 10 percent werc com-

fortable with Canadians or Peles, and 5 percent.with Canadians.

Selected statements are shown below,

1 feel at ease with any person.Canadian or Polish who
can understand me. %2

I am still more comfortable with Poles.??

I feel more at ease with Canadians.%%

* % K kK . -

4

Graduﬁl acculturation and to a lesser extent assimilation into thé
dominant English Canadian culture group, was a persistent pattern within
this study. Gordon made the point that cultural abéimilation @ay occur
without structural assimilation. People may become Canadianized without
being fully accepted by anadians; |

Cultural assimilation, or acculturation, of the-



minority group may take place even when none of the
other types of assimilation occurs simultaneously or
later, and this condition of 'acculturation only
may continue indefinitely (Gordon, 1964, p. 77).

-

Thomas and Znaniecki recognized this long ago when they observed
that Polish-American society was being mgintained even when Polish-
Americans were becoming more American in their outlook.

The fundamental process which has been going on during
the past fifty years is the formation of a new Polish-
American society out of those fragments separated from -
Polish socicty and embedded in American society. This
Polxsh American society as a whole 1s, indeed, slowly-
evolving from Polonism to Americanism, as is shown by
the fact that its members, particularly those of the
second generation, are continually acquiring more
".American attitudes and being influenced by Amerlcan

civilization. But this ‘'assimilation' is not an indi=
vidual but a group phenomenon, to be compared with such
processes as the progressive Germanization of Czech

. society up to a hundred years ago or the adoptation of
French culture by the Polish ... aristocracy in the
course of the eighteenth century (Thomas & ZInaniecki,
1920, p. viii-ix).

The group is maintained while the culture changes. and is

Amer1can1_ed "The maintcnance of ethnlc group cohesion in no way im-

plies- the preservation or surv1val of S;adltlonal ethnic culture"

(Relta, 1980, p. 103).

‘*One experlence of an ethnic group that~may change or affect the ¥°
. ..
group's distinctive culture is its économic position in the host soclety.

If group_ members experience upward mobility, their culture may change

. - \ ] ) .
accordingly. Lopata says that this change is often mistaken for
cultural assimilation. Studies of generational change and social

- . '
mobility may show that ethnic.identity is diminished.only because of

the use of cultural- criteria linked to the folk or peasant origins.

When Polish -American ethnicity is measured by peasant
folk culturc criteria, those persons who are no longer,
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or never have been, peasants are apt'to be defined as
having lost their ethnicity (Lopata, 1976, p. 117).

Lopata projects a new ethnic. identity, which.will prove difficilt to

measure because its content is. not yet known.
' LY
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FQOTNOTES
1 ngince the establishment of the figst Polish parish.in Caﬁada the
religious institution served as an important ﬁgency of cultural
presérvabion. The sermons or lectures given in' the Polish lépguage,
the singing of traditional hymns and national songs, participation
in the-choir, and the celebration of the many specificélly Polish
1lanﬁiversaries or holy days all provided some reinforcement to the.

language and culture maintenance efforts of parenfs,and of part-

time schools" (Radecki, 1976, p. 99).

- -

2 Case No. 12. ' . | -
3 Case No. 14
- % Case No. 17.
| The term "English", when used by the responéents in this study,
often indiéafed 5 noA—Poie not necessarily someone of British
extraction. :
&  Case No. 15.
Case No. 8.
8 Case No. 9.

9 Tase No. 10. ;

———

ﬁf:"Case 5. 20. . . .
I — - S

11 Case No. 14,

12 Case No. 4.

13 This lingqisfic;gifferentia;ion between Poles and.native born

Polish-Canadians was not unusual in this study. The problem of
Polish language proficiency was one of the most frequently men-

tioned areas of social division between the two groups.
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CHAPTER VII )

CONCLLUSION

The present study dealt with a group unique in its life cycle.
Immigfat%cn did not involve a single move from the country of origin to
a2 new land. It invoi%ed multiple displacements. These Jéré veterans

of a world cataclysm who experienced forced incarceration in one land,
followed by migration to another area of the world where they took pa%tl
in battle and conflict.' Some endured a prolonged stay in yet another
nation before their eventual permanent placement inVCanada. Frequent
migrations ‘and constant turmoil made them far more cosmopolitan in

their world view than previous immigration groups. Their adjustment
potential was fine tuned by frequeﬂé cultural alterations, and their |

survival instincts honed to a fine point by adversity, both physical

and mental
Thg Polish immigrants were constantly having tc discover, interpret
and ddjust Eo new situations, carrying witb.them the lonely realization
that o;hers rarely sbared the understanding of the nature of the world
as they knew it,
dnce they arrived on the Canaéian scene, they were a non-visible

minority as opposed to blacks and Asians, providing for a swifter rate

of acculturation and/or assimilation. This potential for fairly rapid

Y
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_ structural acculturation, and in a few'ins%anées‘bbth structural and
. personal assimilation, brought with it conseguences necessitating

LT . shifts in ethnic community social cbhesion, Exogamy and ethclass ex-

" oa LN - f

,s;clﬁsiﬁehess were the major deterrents in terms of traditional socio-
cultural stability within the ethnic group.’ ' ‘
Tﬂose whose educational- level exceeded the undergraduate universi-
ty'level maintained some Polish contacts but were noaneii;h in many
greas of their lives. This groﬁp felt quite Canadianized. Conversely,
those whose educational level was lower experienced lowe£ status reco§1
nition, established greater dependency on the ethnic community and -
acculturated at a slower pace. These respondents became more grudgingly
Polish-Canadian-with a few meintaining-a significant Polish identity.
Within this sample participation organizationally was almost ex~
clusively repre ente by the veterans' asseciations. Membership was
maintained by those in the latter stage of their life cycle. The
'future of the Polish veterans' groups looks bleak as retirement and
death wil;‘inevitably deplete their ranks with few new replaceyents from -
the second generation. This study's sample was not brganizationally

.

geared with mostoX\ the respondents preferring to maintain traditions

&

and culture Qith the\jnstitutions of the family or_ the Polish parzsh.

[V . il . ) . . - -
Discriminafion was Yelt by most of the respondents in the initial

.+ stages of the immigration process, but as the Canadian soclo-economic-

.. . -~ condition evolved the dominant ethnic groups moved from a prejudicial

stance to a more tolerant understanding of the many ethnic minority

-

groups within the society. There was’a recognition and appreciation of

distinct cultural heritages. (The respondents indicated that as job
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“' .

skills increased and socio-economic levels rose, established stereotypes

ive images declined. -

- This \as a group whose' cultural patterns were set, Their job ex-

periences wed¢ coming to a close or were completed, and their children

were raised. For many was a stage for reintegration within the

ethniq.cemmunity."For almost all of them the past was a dead issue.

They desired recogﬁition historically and socially for what they had

-

experiencéd and what they had achieved, but they viewe& themselves as
late twentieth century residents of Canada. Their fisits to Poland werq'
less and less frequent as family ties were established in Canada. Very
few considered returning to Polgnd permanently. Their ch?ldren were
Canadianized ahd they desired that this be so:- They wanted their progeny
to ;ecognizé théir Polish hefitage, visit the land of family o?igin and

P -

maintain cultural links mainly withim literature and the arts. An )

emphasis on peasant folk culture, which was expressed by earlier immi- -

. Y
grant groups; was largely absent from the sample within the present study.

Language maintenance was encouraged, even at times forced with the

second generation, but there was a recognition that the prospects of.
Polish language profié&ency among third generation Poles was very slim,
They accepted the “fact that their children had internalized a Canadian

value orientation and by and large endorsed this phenomenon.

.~ -

P resent stidy was not an examinatiop of the compléte.Canadian,
J : . ,

_Polbnia. This was a unique skewed sample from within a group which

- A .

entered Polonia during alﬁarticular time in histery. . The whole of th

-
.

Polish ethnic community is much larger, much more transitory, encom-

_ passing ever changing immigration and social patterns.

This was a group that for the most part successfully established

.
. 2 - ) .
. ° -
.
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themselves:in'the Lanadian-social milieu. Almost all of ;the respondents
‘equaléd their pre¥wér social status within the ethnic cpmmunit} if not ..
- within the Macro-community. Some surpassed their prg¥war levels. .

The females‘ﬁithiq the saﬁple felt excluded in the, areas of veté}-_,'.
an's organizational benefits. The} were exposed to ethclass dislocation
within the Polish parish setﬁiﬁg and: job dis:fimination within‘the Macro-
‘cohm;nity. It might prove vgiuable in the future to research thé area
pf female social mpbility within Polonia. For if the ethnic communitf
wishes to totally develop and maintain itself it must consider effective
role placeﬁént for the highly educated female.

The organizations and institutions &ust altér their.cultural empha-
'sis from that of exclusive Polish traditions, particularly Polish
peasant traditions, to that of the ever evolving Polish-Canadian tradi-
tions. They will become more Canadianized‘buf mass communications,
relatively inexpensive travel arrangememts to Poland, and the presenf

‘

heightened pride in ethnic heritage might prolong cultural maintenance

-

in an ever-changing updated condition. The qhestion_remains whether ;he
ethnic commanity will be able to respo;d to these needed changes before
the succeediné generations rapidly assimilate into the predomiﬁant
Anglo—Saxon‘cylturél group in Canada.

As a contribution to the literature, this study allowed for an
examination of the social dis{ocation, status incongruence and degree of
cultural retention implied within a particular group within a specific
ethnic community where dislocation on an excessive scale was the norm.
It permitted a clearer understanding, a more vivid picture of the sur-

vival stage of this special immigrant group's existence during the war

and through subsequent migrations., This survival stage was the time
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period between the shattering of one group of social norms and the

accumulation and:internalization of a new'set of norms. Gebgréphical and
status dislocation in undetermined degrees made cultural and social
values relative. During this intermediate'stage,-survival as a singular
cultu;él-valﬁe stance replaced‘previous norms and preceded the assimila-
tion of values within the culture of permaﬁent residgnce. Previous
stuﬁi;s have not dealt sociologically with this specific situation in
such detﬁil._ Furthér documenxafion is certainly indicated. It should

be instigated rather rapidly as this is a population sample nearing the

termination of their-life cyclé, indicating severe time limitatien in
‘terms of first persoﬁ documentation, | .

Even allowing for the aforementioned cultﬁral dislocation, this was
a group heavily inveséed in cultural values obtained within a Polish -
setting influenced by an earlier period of political partition. ' This
was particularly evident in the respondents from Silesia, who were
psycholdgically remnants of a freviOus Germanic value orientation.

For this stud}'s entire sample pre-war social class placement was

re-established and coincided with economic and educational advancement

‘within the Polish group. Interaction on a personal level gdjusted it-
self along ethclass lines. .

Political opinions were strongly expressed and keenly felt. There
was a range of opinions from tﬁe political right to the political left.
The predomindnt orientation was skewed to the right, with all factions
issuing anti-Soviet sentiments. There was no tolerance for the
historian's exclusion of Soviet excesses during the war yeérs and beyond.

Much of this literary negligence was credited to the fact that the
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Soviet Union was an ally of the West during the\yar yedrs. Political

. :

bitterness was most keenly felt in reference t6(;- Yalta agreement just
previous to the cessation of hostilities. .The i ce these partiéu-
la¥ feelings had on the trust quotient with the ;esuftant decline in the
desire for acculturation might be of interest in future research.
'“‘The.present study did not concenfrate on the seéond‘generation.
The -material presented makes it difficult to assess the acculturation
situation for succeeding generations except thrbugh'the eyes of this
first generation. There was an indication that family solidarity was
séuerely strained by the breakup of the extended family due to immigra-

’

tion from Poland and by North American individualization. -These results

were reiterated ih tﬁé previous Polish-American study of Thomas -and
Zaniecki (1918-1920), followed by Lopata (1976) and the Polish-Canadian
study- by Radecki (1976). The progeny within the present study were not

" viewed as economic units, an attitude prevalent in pre-war Poland, but

as emotional and social units, The children were qonsidered to be

independent individuals. If compensation was to be rendered to the
family by thefsecond generation, it was in the area of social class

- advangcement or bilization, not.economic re-inforcement.
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IDENTITIES '

Poles in Canada

Poles in Canada are the immigrants whose main and persisting frame

of reference remains Poland and Polish culture. They learn to conform to

a number of ;equirements of the host society: Canadian norms and the
English or French language are learned in order to function at work or in
other'unavoidable situations and in interaction with their hosts. But
there is no internalization or even acceptance of the Canadian values and
attitudes which are incongruent with those brought over from Poland, and
there is no change in the old values and beliefs. .

In time, a degree of more or less satisfactory édjustment is
achieved but the length of domicile in Canada, socio-economic successes,
even acceptance of Canadian citizenship, do not really affect attitudes
of the Poles in Canada towards 'Polishness' or towards their self-defini-
tion as exiles or 'temporary' residents, unable to return to Poland for
political_or other reasons. They remain transplanted Pdles; dreaming of
returning 'home' some day, if only to die in the counpzz_d% their birth.
The events.and developments related to Poland and Polish peopie elsewhere
are followed avidly through the press; correspondence, or other sources.

Individuals from this category are likely to be members of organiza-
tions and associations which stress Polish values and tréditions or which
embﬁasize experiences in the Polish armed forces. It is likely that they
are also concerned with or invelved in emigre politics and arc well able
to articulate their values, attitudes and identity. People from within
this category would be extremely concerned with transmitting to their

children the values and culture of Poland, and the Polish language would
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be used at home and in other situations wherever possible.

Polish Canadians . .

This category Is largely composed of the post-war mature immigrants,
.already fully socialized into Polish norms and values, for whom it would
.be difficult or impossible to sﬁed their attitudes and beliefs in favour
of another set no matter how attractive the alternative.might be. Recog-
nizing the permanency of their domicile in Canada, they strive to adjust
to the new society, adopting many Canadian norms and values, becoming in
time loyal Canidi;n citizens, seeing in Canada a refuge for themselves
and a permanent home for their children. In defining their identity they
would‘likely term themselves 'NeQ Canadians,' implying that they expect
to become full members of their adopted society. At the same time they
are alréady members of another society where they were raised, educated,
lived and worked and whose characteristics and values will remain impor-
tant to them throughout their lives, .

They retain special feelings for Poland, its culture and traditions,
and for other Polish people in Canada, all of which provides them with
the satisfaction of a familiar language, customs and values, easing their
period of transition from one society to another. It is likely that
individuals from this category are active in the organizational structure
in Canada whérever it is possible, establish and maintain a network of
relationships with other Polish Canadians, but are also ready to learn
aBout Cﬁnada and meet other Canadians. ' Their children would be fully
aware of the cultural background of their parents, would learn to
speak Polish at home and might even.participate in some Polish-Canadian

youth drganizations.
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Polish Canadians may be termed a: transitory category for with time

the individual's orientations turn more towards Canadian §ociéty. Con-
tacts with Poland become less frequent and involvement and maintenance
of aspects of Polish cubturc and traditions and emphasis qn:relations
with other Polish Canadians are replaced with.;oncerns of a specifically
Canadian nature {education of their_childrén, the economic situation,
municipal taxes.and similar concerns). Their ethnicity and self-identity
as Poles will be affected strongly by Canadian citizenship, residence in
a Canadian community and involvement in sdhe Canadian pastime - hoﬁkey,

football or various winter sports. In.time, most may enter the next

category, but a segment will likely remain Polish Canadians,

Canadian Polish

)

People of this category have adjusted fully to the%r new environ-
ment, have successfully resolved their two fraﬁes of reference, accepting
Canada as their permanent home and a nation worthy of'qheir first
allegiance. Many Canadian values are feadily hdopfed‘and internalized.
When travelling abroad (especially visits to Poland) those people would
proudly emphasize their Canadian citizenship. They are concerned with -
-all matters affecting Canada; many\being‘involved in'some.official or
private capacity in working on Canadian issues and concérns. They also
retain a clear awareness of their ethnic or national ba;kground, main-
tain in practice aspects‘of Polish culture, especially the ianguage,
‘and are able to draw on and enjoy their cultural and traéitional heri-
tage. They beﬁefit from and héve the advantages of membership in two
culturgs; able to utilize the best from both. In sympathetic amd under-

standing Canadian political and social environments they can maintain a

/
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dual identity and two sets of allegiances, recognizing Canada as 'their'
country and society, but retaining syhbolic and emotional fies with
Polish people, culthre, and traditions. , !

Member;hip in the organizational structure of the Polish aggregafc
still provides emotional satisfa?tion, but people in this category arc
just as likely torhavc Canaq;an friends and belong to non-Pelish organ-
izations and associations. They would stress for thetir children the
value of multilingualism (hoping that this wouid‘include the Polish .
language) and the fichness of "Polish culturé,'history-and traditions in
order that the children might become sufficiently interested to pursue

and explore their cthnicity and cultural héritagc.

Canadians of Polish Background T

This category refers largely to those born in Canada or'arriving
here as chy young children. Their self-identity and the main frame of
reference is provided by Canadian inétitutions, EE?EE, and values. Many
of them would have learned to speak‘Polish.as children, may even hévc
.attended part-time Polish schools, bué the language and the information
gained in their youth seidom survives at maturity.

Their notions of Poland, its history, culture, and traditions are
vague, and their Polish ethnicity is derived‘lgrnclx-From their parents
and possibly a Polish parish. They are largely uninvolveg in Polish .
organizations at maturity, few are able to read and communicate with
ease 1n Polish, and their informal and secondary aéséciations and re-
lationships are seldom with people of Polish background.

Until marriage they remain in close contact with their parents and

through them are involved in at least one Polish institution, the church.
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After marriage, which may often be with a ﬁon-Polish person, they tend
to move away from Polish concentrations; the contact with their parents
becomes less close and affiliation or participation in the Polish organ-
izational structure ceases. Their children will not learn the Polish
language and will be fa&écly unaware of the Polish cultural heritage and

of the organizational structurc and the activities of the Polish communi-

ty in Canada.

Statistical Polish Category

The peoplc.of *his category are classified in the Canadian census
as being of Polish ethnic originl [t is likely that most of them would.
prefer to classify thcmse}ves as Canadians without further elabofation.
The majority are people born of ‘Canadian-born parents who themselves
acquired and retained only vague notions or (.ceir ethnic background and
little awareness of the culture and traditions of Poland.

The only frame of reference and source of identity of the 'statis-
tical Poles' are Canadian realities, norms and vélues. They are aware
qf Poland and its culture only to the extent taught in the public schools
in Canada. They are unaware or uninterested in the structure and
activities of the Polish community. They are in fact fu}ly_assimilated,
consider themselves Canadians, often résent the government which insists
on attachiﬁg meaningless labels td them. They are likely to be the
third and fourth generation Polish immigrants to Canada (Radecki § Heyden-

korn, 1976, pp.” 208-210.)

R
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