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A B ST R A C T
■ :  H  < ■  -■

T h is  t h e s i s  a tl^em pts  to  show t h a t  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h  

• M c C a r th y 's  a n t i -C o m m u n is t  c r u s a d e  was a l e g i t i m a t e  c o n s e r v a t i v e
; I '-'Ji %v•—■*. -.**■ - vx A *

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f ' t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  I The ^

phenomenon know n ' a s  , M cC arthyism l5-;i n  o t h e r  w ords  was a

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  th e .A m e r ic a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .
n ■» - t , .  -i *  i

The t h e s i s  b-e'mifts w i th  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  A m erican  -•
“ ■ /  • ' y<:-'

c o n s e r v a t i s m .  ^This i s  f o l lo w e d  by  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  A m erican 

p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t  from  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  u r i t i l  a p p r o x im a te ly  

1950. The s tu d y  emphasises* th e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e . ; .
—1. *■

^  p h i lo s o p h y  from  th e  daj£s;;-5&f. t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  *to "^he em ergence 

o f  m odern  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n . i s  g iv e n  to  t h o s ev ry V

X '  V '
i d e a s ’ and v a l u e s  w hich  make un th e  Am erican c o n s e r v a t i v e

t r a d i t i o n .

A f t e r  Am erican c o n s e r v a t i s m  has  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  and ; 

p u t  i n t o  " 'h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e  p a p e r  t u r n s  to  Joe  

M cCarthy. F i r s t i t - g i v e s  a n 'u n b i a s e d  a c c o u n t  o f  M cC arthy ’ s 

p o l i t i c a l  jp a p e e r  from h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  th e  S e n a te  u n t i l  h i s  

d e a th  i n  1957. T h is  o b j e c t i v e  p o r t r a i t  o f  M cCarthy p r e s e n t s

b o th  h i s  v i r t u e s  and f a u l t s .

F i n a l l y  th e  t h e s i s  shows t h a t  M cCarthy -was a^ {t

c o n s e r v a t i v e  apd t h a t  h i s  an ti-com m unism  we.s ba.sed on c o n s e r v a t i v e  
'.«r { ’

p r i n c i p l e s .  T hus ,  c o n t r a r y  to  p o p u la r  p e r c e p t i o n ,  M cCarthy 

was n o t  a  h e a r t l e s s ^  power h u n g ry  m o n s te r  t u t  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e
‘ ' j-- .

c o n c e rn e d  abo-ut t h e  t h r e a t ' o f  d o m e s t ic  com m unist s u b v e r s io n .r- . .
'i' a , v.*• 1

Wi‘> -  " t

\  *r* ~ ~*'<v
R e p ro d u c e d  w ith  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  c o p y rig h t o w n e r. F u r th e r  re p ro d u c tio n  p ro h ib ite d  w ith o u t p e rm is s io n .
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Introduct i  on

I d e a l l y  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  be an  o b j e c t i v e  s c i e n c e  i n  t h a t
< v

, h i s t o r i a n s  s h o u l d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  e x a m i n e  f &6 t s . ' ~wi t h o u t  p r e 

j u d i c e  o r  e m o t i o n  and  t h e r e b y  a r r i v e  a t  f a i r - a n d  u n b i a s e d  

c o n c l u s i o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  i d e a l  i s  r a r e l y  i f  e v e r  

t r u l y  a c h i e v e d .  D e p e n d i n g  on t h e  b i a s e s  o f  t h e i r  a u t h o r s ,  

h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a t i s e s  o mi t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t s  o f  g i v e  u ndue  

p r o m i n e n c e  t o  p o o r l y  r e s e a r c h e d  o r  i r r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l  i f  

' s u c h  s e l e c t i v i t y  wt,T 1 “ re-i;n fo r e e  t h e i r  p r e c o n c e i v e d  b e l i e f s .

One e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  phenomenon may be s e e n  i n  t h e  t r a d - /
. V ' - '

i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h  R. M c C a r t h y ,  t h e
i * . '

f amed a n t i - C o m m u n i - s t .  Few h i s t o r i a n s  ha ve  e v e r  e x p r e s s e d
-» ,

A ,f s y mp a t h y  f o r  Mc C a r t h y .  I i f d e e d , n o t  a s i n g l e  c o l l e g e  t e x t -

V  • 1 . / .book f r om a maj ' or  p u b l i s h e r  i s  e ve n  n e - u t r a l  t o w a r d  h i m.  
v

S t u d i e s  on h i s  l i f e  b e a r  s u c h  t i t l e s  as  P o l i  t i c s  o f

F e a r ,  The N i g h t m a r e  Decade  and H a t e  t h a t  Ha u n t s  A m e r i c a .

In books  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  Mc Ca r t hy  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  and  i n e v i t -

a b l y  p o r t r a y e d  a s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  e v i ^ .  At  t h e  same ti-m£
*

/ ^ h i s t o r i a n s , a s  a m a t t e r  o f . / ' c o u r s e , w i l l  p r a i s e  t h e  e n e m i e s  

o f  McCar t hy  as d e f e n d e r s  o f  dhc^ency and  c i v i l i t y .  The 

p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  s u c h  s t u d i e s  ha ve  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  w r i t t e n  

n o t  by d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s c h o l a r s  e a g e r  t o  u n c o v e r  t h e  t r u t h ,  

b u t  by l i b e r a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i s c r e d i t i n g  t h e  n^me o f
t  v

* t '  ^

J o e  Mc Ca r t h y .  T h u s ,  t h e y  a r e  h i g h l y  s u b j e c t i v e  and  a r e

o f t e n  b a s e d  on p o o r  r e s e a r c h . . a n d  h a l f - t r u t h s .  ,
v  »  ’ ^ ’ '■ -

One r e c e n t  and  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  t r e n d ,  h o we v e r  

v ‘ i v.
-  -

w
* *■ j 1
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1

9s*:

,VN

i s  Thomas R e e v e s '  e x c e l l e n t  b i o g r a p h y ,  The L i f e  and  Ti mes  

o f  J o e  M c C a r t h y . In t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  a nd  w e l l - r e s e a r c h e d  v.-

a c c o u n t  o f  M c C a r t h y ' s  l i f e ,  Reeve s  t r i e s  t o  be  n e u t r a l  and  

d i s p a s s i o n a t e  and  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a f a i r  a nd  u n b i a s e d  p o r t r a y 

a l  o f  £ he  W i s c o n s i n  S e n a t o r .  T h i s  d o c u m e n t e d  s t u d y  . . ^l so 

s u c c e e d s  i n  s m a s h i n g  s e v e r a l  p o p u l a r  Mc Ca r t h y  myt hs  wh i c h

^ , h a v e  b e e n . ^ p e r p e t  u a t e d  a s  f a c t  i n  a l l  o t h e r  b i o g r a p h i e s .
■ j,I*-'

Y e t ,  w h i l e  t h i s  book i s  c e r t a i n l y  a s t e p  i n  t h e 7, r i g h t  d i r -  

e c t i o n / i t  c o u l d  be a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  go f a r  e n o u g h ,
V *

f o r  n e i t h e r  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  n o r ^ h i s  i d e a l s  c a n  be t r u l y  u n d e r 

s t o o d  o r  a p p r e c i a t e d  u n l e s s  hi  s e r i n e i p i  e s  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  

e x a m i n e e ' s  \

To u n d e r s t a n d  vJ o e  M c C a r t h y ' s  p u i n c i p l e s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s -
— Y  •

s a r y  t o  p u t  hi m i n t o  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  In t h i s  way

i t  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  t o  s e g  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y !  sm was i n  l i n e  w i t h  •v

a s t r e a m  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  c a n  be t r a c e d  b a c k  t o

t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a y s  o f  t h e . A m e r i c a n ^ e p u b l  i c . ^The  p u r p o s e
’ * ' - *

o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h e r e f o r e  i s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  Was i n -
V

d e e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e ' - t r a d i t i o n .  !

s

.-r>  .

v .

. ...  ̂■
s

i ... \  *
R e p ro d u c e d  w ith  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  c o p y rig h t o w n e r. F u r th e r  re p ro d u c tio n  p ro h ib ite d  w ith o u t p e rm is s io n .
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CHAPTER I 

CONSERVATISM DEFINED

In^ o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t he ,  mi nd  o f  S e i j a t o r  J o s e p h

M c C a r t h y ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f i r s t  e x a mi n e  t h e  c & n s e r v a t i v e

p h i l o s o p h y  wh i c h  m o t i v a t e d  h i m.  Such a p r o j e c t  e n t a i l s

b o t h  d e f y i n g  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  and  
- ’ *

t r a c i n g  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  Ame r i c a n  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  

. ^  p r o c e s s  w i l l  s e r v e  n o t  o n l y  t o  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  M c C a r t h y ' s

b e l i e f s  b u t  i t  wjj l ‘1 a l s o  p u t  him i n  p r o p e r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r -  

s p e c t i v e .  . 1
V i s

■* _ I t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  c h a t  mode r n  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m^ .

„  ̂ be d e f i n e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  wor d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n  h a v e  a wi d e  

v a r i e t y  o f  me a n i n g s  and u s e s .  P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y o n e  o r  

a n y t h i n g  c a n  tie1, d e s c r i b e d  as  a c o n s e r v a t i  ve,  a s  p e o p l e  a r e  

s a i d  t o  d r e s s  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y ,  t o  make c o n s e r v a t i v e  f i n a n c i a l  

s t a t e m e n t s  o r  t o  p l a y  g’ames c o n s e r v a t i v e l y .  In g e n e r a l ,  

a n y o n e  who i s  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  , ^ / c a u t i o u s  o r  p r u d e n t -  i s  c o n s i d e r  

ed t o  be c o n s e r v a t i v e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  wor d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

can  a l s o  be  c o n f u s i n g  i n  a s t r i c t l y  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  a s  i t s

me a n i n g  c a n  v a r y  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
» -

p e r i o d .  *

S i n c e  c o n s e r v a t i s m  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  any  f i x e d  m e a n i n g ,
j V.

• U r
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many have  u r ged ,  t h a t  i t  be a b a n d o n e d  when d e s c r i b i n g  p o i i t -  

i c a l  mo v e me n t s .  Ho we v e r ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  n o t  a b o u t  t o  h a p p e n

&id s i n c f e - . t h o s e  who a r e  c a l l e d  c o r f Se r va ' t i  ves  do n o t  r e j e c t
■ -i

t h e  l a b b l ,  t t r e w o r d  c a n  be a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h f f s ^  

t h e s i s .  ^  ^  f

In d e f i n i n g  c o n s e r v a t i  sm (t j i q u g h , i t  mu s t  be r e me mb e r e d
" i

. ^ t ha t  i t  d o e s  no.t r e p r e s e n t  a s i n g l e  d o c t r i n e .  Ra t h e r ,  

" c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  and  i n t e n 

s i t y  o f  t h e  a t t i  t u d e s ^  be l  i e f  s and  v a l u e s  h e l d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e . s p e c t r u m . " 1 Ho we v e r ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  

i s  no s p e c i f i c  d o c t r i n e ^ t h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a p a t t e r n  o f  

i d e a s  o r  b e l i e f s  wh i c h  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s u p p o r t .  E s s e n t i a l l y  

t h i s  i d e o l o g y  s t r e s s e s :  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  s t a t e s  r i g h t s ,

' t a i  s s e z - f a  i r e ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  commirrnsm.
»

To p u t  i t  mor e  s u c c i n c t l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s i m p l y  b e l i e v e  i n

f r e e d o m . - . . .

T h i s  1-ove o f  f r e e d o m  i s  r e f l e c t e d ,  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f

'"' the c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y .  I n d i v i d u a l i s m  t o  a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  means  h a v i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  make on e ' s " ' o wn

c h o i c e s  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f r om o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s .  B a r r y  
*V \ .

G o l d w a t e r  i n  h i s  m u c h - a d m i r e d  b o o k ,  The C o n s c i e n c e  o f  a
2 f C o n s e r v a t i  ve  ̂ w h i c h  o u t l i n e s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y ,

w r o t e  t h a t  " eve r y*  man f o r  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  g o o d ,  and  f o r  t h e

gotid o f  h i s  s o c i e t y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  own d e v e l o p m e n t .

The c h o i c e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  h i s  l i f e  a r e  c h o i c e s  t h a t  he mus t
V

make;  t h e y  c a n p o t  be made by a ny  o t h e r  human b e i n g  o r  by a

*

\
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< 3
c o T l e c t i v i t y  o f  human b r i n g s . "  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e e l  a man

who i s  f r e e  t o  make h i s  own way i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  i n d u s t r i o u s ,

d i g n i f i e d  and s e l f - r e l i a n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  a r e  o p p o s e d

*-to g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  a l l e v i a t e  m a n ’ s w a n t s  and

i m p r o v e  h i s  s e c u r i t y y  s i n e e  t h e y  wou l d  t a k e  away h i s  f r e e d o m

o f  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and  make him d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  s t a t e  f o r  h i s

" n e e d s .  \
* >

I n s t e a d  o f  c o l l e c t i v i s t  o r  w e l f a r e  e c o n o m i e s  wh i c h  

exi ' S' t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

wou l d  p r e f e r  a l a i s s e z - f a i V e  o r  c a p i t a l i s t  economy whi c h  

w o u l d . s t r e s s  e c o n o m i c " 1 i b e r t y .  Go v e r n me n t s  wou l d  n o t  i n t e r 

f e r e  i n  p r i v a t e  m a r k e t  d e c i s i o n s  o r  f o r c e  c i t i z e n s  t o  c o n -
i ‘

f o r m t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  ^ oonom^ c  g o a l s .  R a t h e r ,  p e o p l e  wou l d
* , t.'-

b e ^ a l l o w e d  v o l u n t a r i l y  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  W i t h o u t  c o e r c i o n  o r

c e n t r a l  d i r e c t i o n  i n ' way- s  t h a t  s u i t e d  t h e m b e s t .  The
M  '  r ; <

i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a t t a c h  t o  e c o n o mi c  f r e e d o m

c a n n o t  be s t r e s s e d  e n o u g h .  In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e

t h a t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  an economy t o  be e f f i c i e n t  and  p r o d u c t i v e ,

i t  h a s  t o  E x p e r i e n c e  e c o n o mi c  l i b e r t y .  S e c o n d l y ,  and  f a r

more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e y  a r g y e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  e c o n o mi c  f r e e d o m

t h e r e  c a n  be no p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m .  In t h e  wo r d s  o f  one

c o n s e r v a t i v e  w r i t e r :  " e v e r y  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  e c o n o mi c  l i b e r t y ,  
v*

e v e r y  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and  e v e r y  s i n g l e  a c t  o f  p l a n n i n g  

and  d i r e c t i n g  c o n t a i n s  some c o n s t r a i n t .  I t  i s  t h i s  c o n s t r -  

a i n t  wh i c h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c o m p u l s o r y  s t a t e ^ . t a x a t i o n  t h a t  

" t a k e s  away f r om us  b i t  by b i t  t h a t  g e n u i n e  f r e e d o m  wh i c h  i s
V .
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' 4* ' ,V*'d e a r  t o  us  a l i i . "  ' E c o n o m i s t  M i l t o n  F r i e d m a n  s a i d  much- t h e
■i~ if-

same . t h i n g - wh e n . - h e  w r o t e ,  " -economic f r e e d o m  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  

r e q u i s i t e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m . . . The  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e c o n 

omic- and  p o l i t i c a l  power  i n  t h e ^ s a m e  hands ,  i .s- ' a'  s u r e  r e c i p e
5 * p-* *

f-or ,t y r a n n y . " • T

O b v i o u s l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s e e  a s t r o n g ,  c e n t r a l i z e d ,

a l l - p o w e r f u l  . g o v e r n me n t  wh i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a w e l f a r e  o r

p l a n n e d  e c o n o my ,  a s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  f r e e d o m .  They.-~f' eel

t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  power  . i n t h e  c e n t a l  g o v e r n m e n t  wou l d
• '** /  i n e v i t a b l y  be  a c o r r u p t i n g  i n f u e n c e  l e a d i n g  fo- t y r a n n y .

*
s "v-

Once a g a i n  G o l d w a t e r  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  v i e w when he  w r o t e :

" t h i s . i s  b e c a u s ' i ^ O f  t h e  c o r r u p t i n g  I n f l u e n c e  o f  p o w e r ,  t h e

n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  o f  men who p o s s e s s - s o m e  p owe r  t o  _t ake u n t o
«. *

t h e m s e l v e s  more  p o we r .  The t e n d e n c y  l e a d s  e v e n t u a l l y  t o
- * C -X * f '■ ?

t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  al l -power ' . *; "  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  o n l y  'way

t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  f r e e d o m  i s  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  g o v e r n -
■ - \ ■ > 

m e n t ' s  power  as  much a s  p o s s i b l e  and  t o  l i h r i t  t h e  -powef  i t

r e t a i n s  w i t h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h e c k s  . and b a l a n c e s .  As 

F r i e d ma n  p u t  i t ,  " t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f r e e d o m  r e q u i r e s  t h e  

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s u c h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  powe r  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  

e x t e n t  and t h e  d i s p e r s a l  and  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w h a t e v e r  power  

■ ' c a n n o t  be  e l i m i n a t e d - - a  s y s t e m  o f  c h e c k s  and  b a l a n c e s . " ^  ‘ \  

In p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  means  more  power  t o  s f H e  a nd  l o c a l  g o v e r n 

me n t s  as  w e l l  a s  s t r i c t l y  - e n f o r c i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

l i m i t s  i mp o s e d  on t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  ^

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be n o t e d  t h a ' t  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  i s  c l o s e l y

. . . . . . .  -  >  ■ -
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l i n k e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o n ,  . e s p e c i a l l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n d  t h a t .

' much o f  i t s  p h i l o s o p h y  c a n  be j u s t i f i e d  on r e l i g i o u s
* . y

gr ounds * .  ^ C o n s e r v a t i v e s  o p p o s e  a l l  p o w e r f u l '■ p a t e r n a l i s t i c  

. g o v e r n m e n t s  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  i n  e f f e c t  r i v a l s
.

o f  God.  A l s o , . t h e  J > e l i e f  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  and e c o n o mi c
\  *

l i b e r t y  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  j d e a  t h a t '  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e  i s
 ̂ s

f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  p r o v e  h i m s e l f  be f o Ve  God.  "To t h e  c o n s e r v -  '

a t i v e  t h e r e  i s  no i n n e r  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n

- a n d  u t t e r  d e p e n d e n c e  on G o d - - w h a t e v e r  he may c a l l  h i m - - a n d
*. r

• h i s  p a s s i o n  f o r  f r e e d o m s  The two a r e  s y n o n y mo u s  i n  p r a c t i c e .
q

Fr e e dom i s  wh a t  G o d ’g i v e s  man so he may p r o v e  h i m s e l f . "
*

A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  o f  t h e  . c o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  
5 '

i s  i t s  u n s h a k e n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  communi sm w h e r e v e r  i t  a p p e a r s .  

I t  c a n  be s a i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ’ h a t r e d ^ o f v 

c o mmu n i s mMs  o n l y  m a t c h e d  by t h e i r  l o v e  o f  f r e e ' d o m.  T h i s

* a t t i t u d e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  j u s t i f i e d ^ w h e n  one c o n s i d e r s  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  c o mmu n i s t  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  t y r a n n i c a l  , b r u t a l
v-' r

and  o p p r e s s i v e .  Yet  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  do n o t  d e t e s t  contmunism

s i m p l y . J j e c a u s e  i t  i s  c r u e l  and  d e s p o t i c ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s
* •

an i d e o l o g y  wh i c h  s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  and  u t t e r  s u p p r e s -

• s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  f r e e d o m s  whi ch '  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  h o l d  so d e a r .

The c o m mu n i s t  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w i t h  i t s ’ t o t a l  c o n t e m p t  f o r  i n 

d i v i d u a l  i s'm , e c o n o mi c  l i b e r t y  and  r e l i g i o n  i s  c e r t a i n l y  

t h e  a n a t h e m a  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  move me n t .

N a t u r a l l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a r e  g r e a t l y  a l a r m e d  by t h e  

s p r e a d  o f  communi sm a- round t h e  w o r l d  and  by t h e  g r o w i n g

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



)

'i

s t r en g th  o f  the S o v i e t  Union,  a country (which t h e y * s e e  as

b e i n g  d e d i c a t e d  t o  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t g t e s  and  c o n q u e r -
*

i n g  t h e  w o r l d .  G o l d w a t e r  w r o t e :

we a r £  c o n f r o n t e d  by a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r l d ■movement ^  
^ t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  n o t ' o n l y  t h e  w i l l  t o  d o m i n a t e  
* a b " s o l u t e l y  e v e r y  .‘S q u a r e  m i l e  o f  t h e  g l o b e ,  * 
b u t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  do s o ;  a 
m i l i t a r y  power  t h a t  r i v a l s  o-ur own,  p o l i t i c a l  
w a r f a r e  ancf  p r o p a g a n d a  s k i l l s  t h a t  a r e  s u p e r i o r  v<- 
t o  o u r s , ’an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i f t h  co l umn t h a t  
o p e r a t e s  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l l y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  
d e f e n c e s , an i d e o l o g y  t h a ' t i m b u e s  i t s  a d h e r e n t s  
w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  M i s s i o n  a nd  a l l  
t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  c o n t r o l l e d  by a r u t h l e s s  
d e p o t i s m - t h a t  b r o o d s  ro d e v i a t i o n  f r o m t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u r ’s e .  ^

*  f
T h e r e f o r e , aans . e rya-^i . ves  r e j e c t  ahy a p p e a s e m e n t  o f  communi sm

“*Y

a n d ‘ cal ' 1 f o r  a f i r m  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i t s  a d v a n c e  c o u p l e d  w i t h  

a v i g o r o u s  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  i t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .
Jk \

C o n s e r v a t i v e s  do n o t  s e e k  p e a c e f u l  c o - e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  commun

i s m,  w h i c h  g i v e n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  i d e o l o g y ; c a n  n e v e r  e x i s t  

- anyway,  b u t  c a l l  i n s t e a d  f o r  c o m p l e t e  and t o t a l  v i c t o r y
i ff"
o v e r  i t ,  f o r  o n l y  whdn communi sm i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  c a n  t h e  

f r e e d o m  o f ' t h e  w o r l d  be p r e s e r v e d . ^  h i  a r e s u l t , t i i e y  f e e ? 7 

t h a t >Ame r i c a  1 s f o r e i g n  po l  i c y ' s h o u l d  be geare^d t o ' d e f - e a t i  ng 

communi sm.
r

* In summi ng up t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y ,  i t  c^n  be
v  - ’ '

s a i d  tha^t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  c h e r i s h  f r e e d o m  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  r e j e c t

any p h i l o s o p h y  wh i c h  c a l l s  f o r  t he-  e q u a l i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  *
\

'  c o n d i t i o n ,  s i n c e  e q u a l i t y  c a n  o n l y  e x i s t  a t  t h e vexppr i s e
r

o f  f r e e d o m .  T h u s ,  i n  o p p o s i n g  s t d o n g  g o v e r n me n t ' ,  e g a l i t a r 

i a n - i n s p i r e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  f o r e i g n  M a r x i s t  e n e m i e s ,

• /  A
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c o n s e r v a t i v e s  ar^e t r y i n g  t o  e n s u r e  a s y s t e m  o f  f r e e d o m  f o r  

_T” t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  C o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  

t h a t  s o c i e t y ,  i s  made up-*of i n d i v i u d a l s ,  e a c h  w i t h  G o d - g i v e n  

t a l e n t s  and  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  p e n a l i z i n g '  t h o s e  w i t h  

d r i v e  and  arabi  t i o n  c o n s e r v a t i  v e s  f e e l  t h e y  s h o u l t f ~ b p  g i v e n  

t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  r e a c h  t h e i r ' p o t e n t i a l . At  t h e  same t i m e ,

- c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e e l  t h a t  i mp o s e d  e q u a l i t y  w i l l  d e s t r o y  f r e e -
* r.

dom,  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l ,  f o r  t h e  f o r c e ^ t h a t  i s  r

u s e d  t o  r e d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  w e a l t h  w i l l  a l s o  end  up b e i n g  u s e d

by r u l e r s  f o r  t h_e i r  own p r i v a t e  a m b i t i o n s .  In e s s e n c e  t h e n ,

c o n s e r v a t i s m  p l a c e s  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  a h e a d  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n -

i s m (v
^  I .

r-*-

X

■ny

> .

%
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CHAPTER I I

AMERICAN CONSERVATISM, 1787 t o  I 860  ^

* *•

T h i s  c h a p t e r  and  t he '  n e x t  w4 U a t t e m p t ^ t o  o u t l i n e  t h e " 1 ■"
, r ~  '  * >

E v o l u t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v a t i  s-»vi n Ame r i c a n  h i s t o r y -  i n  o r d e r  t o * 51 "
V*

r e v e a l  t he '  r o o t s  o f  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  and  t o  show „how 

J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  

I t  woul .pt .be m i s l e a d i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t ’ - t he  ' d e v e l o p m e n t
. .  •t~ X

. . .of -  c o n s e r v a t i s m -  c o u l  d be t r a c e d  a l o n g  a c o n t i n u o u s X p a t h  ,
* - . .  » n

V - \
b a c k ^ t o  t h e  c o l on^ a . l  p e r i o d ,  as-,  t h e r e  h a |  b e e n  no s t e a d y  

tn-- g r a d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y .  R a t h e r ,  

‘•^‘d . e r t a i n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r i n ' c i p i e s  , l i k e  t h e  l o v e  o f  f r e e d o m  

o v e r  e q u a l i t y ,  ha ve  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t * - t h r o u g h o u t " l ' m e r i c a n
• V'-- *f .

V  ***- .
h i s t o r y W h a t  ha s  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  way i n

whfc'h men t h i n k  f r e e d o m  c a n  be b e s t ^ - p r e s e r v . e d T h e r e f o r e ,
• 'A ' ^  *. V* . -1 *

"■ i n  o r d e r  t o  s t u d y  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f  o n s e r v a ^ i  s m , i t  i s
v•. L» r

n e c e s s a r y  t o  ana^ys' e" t h o s e  g r o u p s  i n  Ame r i c a n  h i s t o r y - w h i c i r  

have* i n  t h e i r  own way t r i e d  t o  p u t  f r e e d o m  a h e a d  o f  e q u a r J i t y
..I- ~

T h e s e  ^ c h a p t e r s  w i l l  a l ^ p . . t r y  t o  i n d i c a t e  hbw e a c h  movement
v * ‘ ’S

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  mode r n  Ame r i c a n  cons e r Va- r  

t f s m .
Y  '  v

* 1»*<* .•
In t h e ^ i n t e r a s t  o f  s p a c e ,  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  

t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  of* Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  w i l l  l i m i t  " I t s e l fVlV- '

r •**X*rr *

A '*  > • . i f  -
■ v .^ ,, .» V *  *;■;

*  ,  v
<  V-
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.

t o  e x a m i n i n g  t h o s e  m o v e m e n t s ' w h i c h  ' emer ged  a f . t e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

R e v o l u t i o n .  Ho we v e r ,  s i n c e  some o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

Republ  i c ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s -  we r e  c a r r i e d  o v e r  f r o m t h e  c o l o n -  

i a l  e r a ,  i t -  i s  ne c ' e s s a r y i . , t o  l o o k ^ r . i e f l y  a t  t .he p r e - r e v o l -
\  ^  JU: -

\  u t i o n a r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  mo v e me n t s .
v ^

The f i r s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  movement  i n  Ame r i c a n  h i s t o r y
* • '  * ‘

'was t h e  P u r i t a n  o l i g a r c h y  o f  e a r l y  M a s s a c h u % e t t e s  . a j i d
* t* ■ v

^  v ■ .

C o n n e c t i c u t  wh i c h  b e l i d * v e d ^ j n  t h e  d e p r a v i x y  o f  a l l  men and

*

t h a t :
>  A

i n . t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e  o f  m o s t .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a . c a l l
; *

f o r  ga - ve r nme n t  lecf ' fcy a t r ^ e t h i c a ^ a f i . i . ^ t o c r a c y  wh i c h  had  a 
-v- . ’ *■

r r „ ‘ J
s t a k e  i n  the--. r e l  i cji ous  and  . e c o n o mi c , o r ' d e r . . T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

p h i l o s o p h y  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

o r d e r  and  o p p o s i t i o n ^ t o ‘ df t ange*  ‘ ; v
* * , A*

In t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t'h,e, c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  Ame r i c a n
'  ^  > r  ■

r i g h t  wi ng  t h o u g h ^ , d e v e l o p e d  i r f t o  whdt  C l i n t o n  Ro s s ~ i t e r  has
1l a b e l l e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  W h i g g e r y .  v

/  v *4'

E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v ^ ' W h i g  p h i l o s o p h y  he-ld t h a t
4 . .  -  «" <V ' '

a c e r t a i n  £ l a s s  o f  men,  mar ne l y  t h e  r i c f T ’ahd w i s e ,  we r e  f i t
■ ' . ,.*■ 

t o  r u l e  t h e  s t a t e .  B a s i c ’ t o  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g ' " w a s '  t h e  i d e a
v

t h a t  men we r e  n o t  e q u a l  and  t h a t  »niO, g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  r u l e  

s u c c e s s f u l l y . uni  e s s  t h a t  f a c t  wjis a c c e p t e d .  They  b e l i e v e d
t

I n e q u a l i t y ,  n o t  e q u a l i t y . ,  i s  t h e  oyrd-er .of. n a t f f n e .
Man d i f f e r s  f r o m man^i l i  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  be 
s u p p o s e d  t o  l e a d  t o  s u p r e m a c y  and  s u b j e c t i o n .  I t  
was t h e  ^-purpose o f  t h e  C r e a t o r  t h a t  man s h o u l d  be 
a s o c i a l  c r e a t u r e ;  b u t  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  t h e r e  c a n  
be no s o c i e t y - - n o r  w i t h q u t  samd- ;r e l a t i v e  i n f e r i o r i t y  
c a n  t h e r e  b y va ny  g o v e r n m e n t .

* ,> v  1 -
. /  ,
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Th u s i v j t h e  c o n s e r a t i v e  Whigs  f a v o u r e d  a h i e r a r c h i c a l ' ■ ru' l  i rig 

s y s t e m  i n  w h i c h  t h e ’We/U b o r n  wo u l d  rwfti i f l kc j e t y f o r  t h e  

, good o f  a l 1.
♦ ’

The Ame r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  d i v i d e d  t h i s  c o l o n i a l  c o n s e r -

v a t i v e  movemenJgfas  a*s8ubstan,t-fci*] numbe r  o f  Wrfl-g-s" r e f u s e d  t o
- •'**;* *

t a k e  upr ' a r ms  a g a i n s t  E n g l a n d  and  j o i n e d  t h e  raTfksf -of  t h e
* '

, . -V ^ JV-"

Loya l  i s - t s .  I t  s h o u l d  be poi  nteds*»tf% ‘. t h a t  mo s t  L o y a l i s t .

Whigs  1 l^ke Rey. o-1ut ionary-Wri igs  o p p o s e d  bher^Skamp Ac t  and

d i s b e l i e v e d  i n^ j t he ,  t h e o r y  "of  v j r t u a l > - . r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . One

m a m  d i f f e . r e n t e .  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo c o n s e r v a t i v e  g r - e u p s . wa s  
j* *** ■ xTf -
"’’t h a t  many Loya l  i s$,,%Wh i gs we r e  d e p e n d e n t  on B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t

t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  Ame r i c a n  s o c i e t y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e
-  • - , -rT'J-

many<wer e  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  and  o v e r s e a s  m e r c h a n t s  who r e l i e d - ' . '
s .  - ^  i .  '

, »  -  •
on c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  l i v l i

v »
h o o d . ^  O t h e r  Whigs  became .LOyyal i€.t-s b e c a u s e  t h e y v d i d  rib-fc-

wi s h  t o  be  p € > t  o f  a v i o l e n t  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  E n g l a n d .
• s -

"They  c o u l d  p r o t e s t  atod p e t i t i o n  . bu t  t h e y  c o u l  d̂  n o t .  t a k e  up
*■

5
a r m s . "  S t i l l  o t h e r  Whig-s o p p o s e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e .

^  ^  •- • .  ~ \  Y - :c , /  <■’ > - )
t h e y  b e l i e v e d  a s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m B r i t a i n - w o u l d  o n l y  l e a d  t o

6  *p o l i t i c a l  chaos . *  The r e s t  o f  t h e  o,l i g a r c h i c a l  Whi gs ^ how-  

e v e r , b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A m e r i c a ' s  l i b e r t y  c o u l d  o n l y  be  s a v e d  

fi:f t h e  c o l o n i e s  b r o k e  away f r o m Engl  a n d j  eve^t i f  t h a t ' ' m e a n t
M ^  7

t+r '6' ' use o f  f o r c e .

A f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  many o f  t h e  . t oya l o s t - *  Whigs,  e m i g r a t e d  t o  

B r i t a i n  o r  t o  c o l o n i e s  s t t l . l  l o y a l  t o  t h e  c r o w n ^ b u t  mos t
f •

s t a y e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h u s ,  c o n s e r v a t i s m  was a l i v e
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and w e l l  i n  t tye i m m e d i a t e  y e a r s  o f  p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Ame r i c a  

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s - a t  t l ? a t  t i me^  h o we v e r  was e x p e r i e n c 

i n g  a p r o f o u n d  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  wh i c h  t h r e a t e n ^ #  t o  u n d e r -  

^ m i n ^ t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y .  Si ' nce  b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  

A m e r i c a n s  fre-re b e g i n n i n g  t o  p r e f e r  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r mn e j i t  t o

t h e  r u l e  by e l i t e s .  T h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  s h i f t  o c c u r r e d  b e t a u s e
\ .

t h e  c o l o n i s t s  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t ~ u n d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t s  

. y  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e f o r e  1776 a b u s e d  t h e i r  power  

- a n d  d e s t r o y e d  l i b e r t y .  The o b v i o u s  s o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ' ^ ' ' ’
-  iwas t o  make g o v e r n m e n t s  more  d e m o c r a t i c ,  s i n c e  t h e  pe-Oft 1 ej  

n e v e r  t a k e  l i b e r t y  aw&.y f  rom t t h e ms e l  v e s . The g o a l  o f  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was n o t  qn i y^ f che  and  o f  

Br  i t fl sl i  f y - r a n n y  b u f v f h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  demd'$: ratKi.c-' *i n s t i  - w
i* 8""•^•tut ions so t h a t  t y r a n n y  woul d  ^n e v e r  a g a i n  e me r g e  i n  A m e r i c a .

\ _ v.-.t

.v i~ -
The i d e a l  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t f t e . / r e -

* *• ' '*■' v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  was  one  t h a t  wa%,.-b-a.sed on d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y ,
• **■ * i

..** f o r  a s  " l ong  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  govce r n m e n :fcv, ■ 1 i b e r t y
1 . o '•was s e c u r e .  T h e r e f o r e  >v.when t h e  c o l o n i s t s  d r a f t e d  t h e i r

.A % ,
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a*t t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  w a r , ’•‘• t h e y  t r i e d  
.■/j? r

t o  mak£ t hem as .̂ r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a s  p o s s i b l e . .

Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e * v g o v e r n o r s  o f  e a c h  s t a t ue  we r e  $ u . b j e c t  t o
* * • ' 11

* \  V  ' '

i mp e a c h me n t  ajvd- a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n s  t o . . . p r o t e c t  t h e \ p e o p l e ^ f r o m
*.:r - • • "

^any p o t e n t i a l -  t / r a n t ;  t h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e 

v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  r e d u c e d  t h e  po we r s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
♦ . . .  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  name o f  d e nToc r a c y , '  The p owe r s  wh i c h  y

f o r m e r l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  gov^ r nops ^we r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e
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^ s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  w h i c h  we r e  t o  b « . . t h e  r e a l  p o we r s  i n

e a c h  s t a t e ,  s i n c e  th^ey we r e  t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e ’

p e o p l e .  M o r e o v e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a -
*c-:

• ^ t - u r e s  we r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a numbe r  o f  r e f o r m s  we r e  p a s s e d

e n s u r ’i n g  e q u a J , j . e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  -  
* -

b r o a d e n e d  s u f f r a g e  and  t h e  r i g h t  o f  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t o  i n -

s t r i r K f - t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on how t o  v o t e . .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e

w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  was  t o  be s o v e r e i g n .

T h e ' r e v o l . u t i o n a ' r i e s  a l s o  t h o u g h t  i t  wo u l d  be  w i s e  t o
’ 1

e s t a b l i s h  a c e n t r a l  g o v e r n me n t - l t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e  war

■>» .**•

/

a g a i n s t  i 3r i t <xi n  a nd  t o  r e g u l a t e  - t r a d e  '.ajrd n a t i o n a l  d e f e n c e s  

a f t e r ^ i ' n d e p e n d e n c e  had  b e e n  won;, T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  C o n t i n e n t -
I •**' JL >a’l; C o n g r e s s  d r a f t e d  a ^ c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  Uni t e-d

S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A r t i c l e s ,  e a c h  s t a t e  wo u l d  s e n d  d e l e g a t e s
•> •

t o  a - C o n g r e s s j - w h i c h  wou l d  have  t h e  power  t o  manage  f o r e i g n
* V -  c  ^

a f f a i r s ,  d e c l a r e  War ;  make t r e a t i e s ,  r a i s e , a r m i e s  and  c o i n

^  nooney< Ho we v e r ,  A m e r i c a n s  we r e  v £ r y ' “d f s t r u s t f u l  o f  any

k i n d  o f  d i s t a n t  c e n t r a , !  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s i n c e  t h e y  b e l i e v e d
* '*• s

t • ■ i
t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t - h a d  t o  be k e p t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  so, t h a t  

i t  c o u l d  "be w a t c h e d  and^ p r e v e n t e d  f r o m d e s f r r d y i  ng t h e i r  

l i b e r t y .  I t  was f e l t  “ t h e  f a r t h e r ;  “g o v e r n m e n t  i s  r emoved
'  q

f r o m t h e  l o c a l  u n i t  t h e  more d a n g e r  o f  t y r a n n y  e x i s t s . "
v,

»•
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i-n o r d e r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

ment  c o u l d  n o t  t h ^ e a t ' e n -  1 i b e r t y , i t  was p u r p o s e l y  made - 

weak w i t h  no c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o r  n a t i o n a l  j u d i c i a r y .  In
■t,

j ■ **<
*• • *

/  .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



. a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d ‘no r i g h t  t o  

"‘ - ^ c o l l e c t  t a x e s  o r  t o  c o n t r o l  f o r e i g n  commerce ,  and  w h i l e  i t  

c o u l d  p a s s  l a w s ,  i t  haa- ' ni f '  way o f  f o r c i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  

' ^ . compl y,  In e f f e c t ,  t h e  U n i t j & T ^ t a t e s  o f  Ame r i c a  was a

c o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e s .  "The  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t

"*was b u t  an  a g e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  w h i c h  s e n t  d e l e g a t e s  t o  i t  

a nd  w h i l e  i t  m a i n t a i n e d  a s e c r e t a r i a t  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  t o

h l n d l e - f o r e i g f t ‘a f f a i r s  i t  d i d  n o t  befcr- d i  r e c t l y  . on t h e
10  X ‘ ; '  p e o p l e . " iU

> w:.
Soon a f t e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  won i - t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  *  ̂ „ £

X ,

many Amer icans  became d i s s a t i s f f e d  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

d - e mo c r a t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  w-Mch d o m i n a t e d ^ t h e  new r e p u b l i c .  1

In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  was

; ! t o o  we&k t o  g o v e r n  t h e  c o u n t r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  pr ince i t  c o u l d

 ̂ n o t  p r o t e c t  Ame r i c a n  i n t e r e s t s  a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  and

i t  c o u l d  n o t  p r o mb t e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  wi - t h i n  t h e  
s   ̂ ' .. . ^  _ 

c o u n t r y .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  was a g r o wi n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  dem-
k i- '  •* .

, o c r a t i c  l e g i s l a t u r e s  c o u l d  be j u s t  a s  t y r a n n i c a l  and  d a n g e r -

ous  t o  l i b e r t y  as  t h e  f o r m e r  r o y a l  g o v e r n o r s  had b e e n . * *

- F o r  e x a m p l e ,  many w^r e  a l a r m e d  a t  t h e  way d e m o c r a t i c  l e g i s -

» r l a t u r e s  we r e  ^vi  ol  a t  i ng i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  of^ p r o p e r t y  t h r o u g h

e x c e s s i v e  p r i n t i n g ‘o f ‘ parper  money and t h r o u g h  t h e i r  . a c t s
v r. V

t o  a i d  t h o s e  i n  d e b t . T h e r e  we r e  t h o s e  who e v e n  f e a r e d  n

v, N* }
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  would one day d i s t r i b u t e  p r i v a t e  

^ p r o p e r t y  e qua l Ty  among t h e  ma s se s  in t h e  name o'f d e m o c r a t i c» 4

* V e q u a l i  t y .

' _J f i e  ’g r o w i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among m e r c h a n t s ,
•r
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m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and  l a r g e  p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  a nd  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  l e d  t o  a c a l l  f o r  a new 

n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  -would be s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  d e f e n d  

Ame r i c a n  i n t e r e s t s  a b r o a d ,  i mp o s e  e c o n o mi c  u n i t y  a n d . e v e n  

more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  curfc t h e  a b u s e s  o f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  

a$ . , home.  " G e n t r y  up and  down t h e  c o n t i n e n t  m o m e n t a r i l y  

s u b me r g e d  t h e i r  s e c t i o n a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e
V.

f a c e  o f  wh a t  s e e d e d  t o  t h e m a t h r e a j > t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y . *
^ ■ - A  7 1 2  f r o m m a j o r i t a r i a n  t y r a n n y  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e s . "

T h u s ,  i n  1 787 , d e W g a t e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  ^ i e ' p e o p l e  o f '

p r o p e r t y  met -  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  d r a f t  a new c o n s t i t u t i o n

t h a t  wo u l d  s a f e g u a r d  f r e e d o m  f r o m t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  d e m o c r a c y .
>  '*

The c o n s t i t u i t i o n  d r a f t e d  by t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n  ma r k e d  a 

r a d i c a l  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e m o c r a t i c  p h i l o s 

ophy  wh i c h  had d o m i n a t e d  Ame r i c a  i n  t h e  1 7 7 0 ' s  and  e a r l y -  

1 7 8 0 ' s .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n c e p t s  o f  a "wea^k c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  and  d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y  we r e  j t o wh e r e  t o  be f o u n d
V \

i n t h e i r  d o c u m e n t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y " ,  i t  c a l l e d  for~-a s t r o n g  

c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t V a  p o w e r f u l  p r e s i d e n t  and  was d e s i g n -
i**

ed p r i m a r i l y  t o  c h e c k  d e m o c r a c y .  The a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c
• j

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d o c u me n t  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  many o f  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  

Ajnendmjents c o u l d  be made o n l y  s l o w l y  and w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i - '
t '

c u l t y ,  w h i l e  t h e  number  o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  wa s  r e s t r i c t e d ^ ,  

by p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  M o r e o v e r ,  tlTe ma i n  b o d j e s  o f  

t h e ' c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  S e n a t e ,  t h e  P r e s - i d e n c y  and  t h e - ^  

F e d e r a l  j u d i c i a r y  we r e  n o t  t o  be c h o s e n  d i r e c t i ^ , w i t h  t h e
\  _ T

V.
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* first two being elected indirectly and the justices being 
appointed. The Qnly democratic body treated by the consti- 

' tution, the House of Representatives, could have its bills
Vdisallowed or amefidid, by tfce Senate or vetoed by the President.

However, the framers of this new ’’constitution, sharing 
the revolutionaries* fear of power being accumulated^ in a 
single authority, did not want to substitute the tyranny of

* ^  v
* -  • , Vv the majority with the tyranny of ejd all-powerful central

' , government. Therefore, the constitution was also designed' 
to restrain the Federal goverbpent *,s rower. The government * s

— K . "  ' *• ,

v authority, for instance,was strictly limited to specific
regulated powers as specified in the constitution with

«* *those powers not given to the Federal government reserved
fox5, the states. Furthermore, the powers that the Federa.l
government did have were divided between tkfe legislature,

- the executive and the judiciary which were to be kept
separate. Nevertheless, the constitution drafted in Phila*- 

'> »»

f  r delphin violVited many revolutionary'beliefs about democracy**''*'*'"̂
* v-

K and government, making its ratification a difficultjunder-
taking. "

The debate over the new constitution*s ratificatipn 
took place in the :f all and winter of•’1*787 -88, wi-̂ h-th'frse 
supporting the constitution calling themselves Federalists 
while those who opposed it were called Anti-federalists.

The constitution of 1787 m ark s  the^tarting point of
'  ''l.

^  ■> *>

i.. •* . •: *•-
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c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  r e p u b l i c a n  Ame r i c a  i n  t h a t  i t  was  w r i t t e n  

t o  s a f e g u a r d  f r e e d o m  f r o m b o t h  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

and  t h ^  t y r a n n y  o f  g o v i Vn me n t  . ^ T h e r e f o r e , a n y  h i s t o r i c a l  

s t u d y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  g r o u p s  i n - r $ p u b l i c a n  Ame r i c a  mus t  

b e g i n  by e x a m i n i n g  t h a t  movement  i n  A me r i c a  t h a t  e me r g e d  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  n a me l y  . the 

F e d e r a l i s t s .  •-

i* .

-V"

v l a r g e  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  whos e  r a n k s  i n c l u d e d
• S

s u c h  p r o m i n e n t - e a r l y  A me r i c a n s  as  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  J ohn  

. ^. -a^Adqi&s and A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n ,  we r e  v e r y  d i s t r u s t f u l  o f .  

d e m o c r a c y .  L i k e  t h e  Whi gs  o f  the-,  . col  o n i  aT p e r i o d  t h e  

F e d e r a l i s t s  f e l t  t h a t  men we r e  n o t  e q u a l  and  t h a t i v s o m e - m e n , 

n a me l y  t h e m s e l  veV* we r e  s u p e r i o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l y  and  t h e r e -

f o r e  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  g o v e r n  a c o u n t r y  t h a n  t h e  s m a l l
*

Va i ^ e r ^ - . a j T ^ Vy i e c h a n i c s  t h a t  made up t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n -  

g o v e r n m e n t s ; In e f f e c t ,  t h e V L f e l t  a n a t u r a l  a r i s t o -

c r a c y  b a s e d  on p r o p e r t y ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  f a m i l y  s t a t u s  s h o u l d
. 3s* - ~

... _y,, '<■ , ' F r u l . # s £ h e t r y * .  The Federa-4. i ‘s t s  were-  n o t  r e a c t i o n a r i e s ' ;
*: ■ -* * v ' - . n* ’ - >,*> • ^
/;VC. " mos t  o f  t h e m - w e r e  s i n c e r e l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i d e a ' ro f  r e p u b -

" c r ,  <> * ; ♦  ' ' .
l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  was n e i t h e r  r a s h l y

♦ r ' j k W  < il? **V. •' \  «•.• t*
■*- ■' 1 0  

d e m o c r a t i c  r$Y.. h o p e l  e s s l y  u n d e m o c r a t i c . "  For -  i n s t a n c e  ,
V  °  \

- t h e ^ j r e  j e c t e d  t h e  i d g ^ d f  a h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  o p t i n g
. iV* ‘“s'*.

. i n s t e a r t i ^ f o r  wh a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  a n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c a c y ,  ma d e . u p
.*c -v. >f~. •' * -

o f  e d u c a t e d  w e a l - ^ y .  jg^-nt l  e m e n . M o r e o v e r ,  u n l i k e  t h e  Whigs
^  ' '  ‘ ‘ 4 * ' ' . ' ' ;  *

^  ' who had  c o m p l e t e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  sees . e  o f  e t h i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

th^»u .-L ^B 5  c l a s ^ v : t h e S ^ e d e r a l  i s t s  f e l ;t  e v e n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l

W “ *

'T.v

■iff. Vj. S
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V

^ a r i s t o c r a c y  s h o u l d  h a v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d'■ • '* - y - ' \>
on i t s  p o we r .  L i k e  t h e  P u r i t a n s  o f  e a r l y  America, ,  the' "'

F e d e r a l i s t s  b ^ i ' e v e d  t h a C  man was ai}. i m p e r f e c t  c r e a t u r e
- - 1

t h a t  c o u l d " ' b e  c o r r u p t e d  q u i t e '  ea&i - ly a nd  n o t h i n g  c o r r u p t s  

man a s  much a s  p o w e r .  As J ohn  A d a ms - p u t  i t ,  " a b s o l u t e

powe r  i n t o x i c a t e ! ' - ,  a b l e  d e s p o t s ,  m o n a r c h s ,  a r i s t o c r a t s '  and
s ' 1 4  ■d e m o c r a t s ^ - ” ." v '

I t  i s * * t r u e . , - ^ h o we v e r , t h a t  a s  . ha s  b e e n  n o t e d  e a r l i e r  , 
r

t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  - t h a t  t h e  r e p u b l i c  s h o u l d  be g o v e r n

ed by - t h e - \g-l j-te o f  Amer i c an '  s o c i e t y  and  n o t  by p o p u l a r l y -

e l e c t e d  a s s e m b l i e s  wh i c h  t h e y  e q u a t e d  w i t h  u n e d u c a t e d  mobs .

Y e t ,  i t  mu s t  be  ^-remembered t h a t  t h e i r  c a l l  f o r  an e l i t i s t  
•<' * >jr”

g o v e r n m e n t  was m o t i v a t e d  by t h e i r  l o v e  o f  f r e e d o m  a s  t h e y
r

• . v

^ e ^ T t  ^ d e m o c r a t i c ,  s o c i e t y "  wou l d  i n e v i t a b l y - r e s u l t  i t t t h e -
" i *-

w e a l t h y  and  t o l e r a t e d  m i n o r i t y ^ b e i n g  d e p r i v e d  o f  i t s ,  ' -

>  f r e e d o m s  by t h e  l e s s  w e l l  endowed  m a j o r i t y . '  T h a t ,  a f t e r
'v  \

f  a l l ,  had be e n  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e - ' -
• ^  \  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d .  T h e r e f o r e ^ t o

s a f e g u a r d  f r e e d o m  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t e d ,
C . * ♦'' X ^

w e a l t h y  m i n o r i t y  t o  h a v e  a c h e c k  on t h e  r e s t l e s s  m a j o r i t y .

As ^Pfeter V i e r e c k  w r o t e ,  " i t  d o e s  o u r  F e d e r a l i s t  f o u n d e r s

an i n j u s t i c e  and  m i s s e s ' t h e  s p i r i ^  o f  t h e i r  a g e  i f  t h e i r

l o v e  o f  e l i t i s t  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m ' t h e i r
15l o v e  o f  l i b e r t y . "  M o r e o v e r ,  l i k e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s - ^ t h e y  

were,) t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  v a l u e d  f r e e d o m  o v e r  e q u a l i t y .  J ames

Madi . son f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  he
v

■1- f

\

y

r ' ■ , .
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r
_ n u mb e r x o f  i j i ne  s t a t e s -  i n  t h e  summer  o f  1788 t h o ut a h ,

If n  r e t u r n  f o r  A n t i - f e d e r a l  i s t  s( r ' ppo' r t ,> t h e  F e d e r a l  i s t s  ,_h

_ t o  a g r e e  t o  amend"- t he  d o c u me n t  so t h a t  i t - w o u l d  g u a r a n t e e
-  •

■ c e r t a i n  r i g h t s .  Thus  i n  1 7 9 1 ,  t e n J ame n d me n t s  * wh i c h  became
I

kn,own a s  t h e  B i l l  ' o f  ^Ri gf t t s ,  we r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u -
‘ V

t i o n ,  maki qg '  i t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e _ - v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  A me r i c a n s .
• * V  ^

The F e d e r a l i s t s  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p e a r  w i t h  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n

o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e y  b.ecame a p o w e r f u l  
* * _

p o T f t i c a l  movement ' , w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d ^  t h e  qommere- i a l  and
«■

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  New E n g l a n d  s t a t e s . '  I t ^ a s ,
*

i jr,  f a c t . , '  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  who d o m i n a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t  
< . ♦ .

s e t  up u n d e r  t h e  n e w l y - r a t i f i e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  Ge or ge

'Washi  ngton*was e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  w h i l e  J o h n  Adams and  Alex-4--

a n d e r  H a mi l t o n  became  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e

T r e a s u r y  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Thus  , ^ Fe d e r a l  i sm was  t r i u m p h a n t ,

a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a l l y .

I t  wo u l d  be  a m i s t a k e  t o  a s s u me  h o we v e r  t h a t
\ *

F e d e r a l i - s m was u n d i v i d e d  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  f o r  

t h e r e  we r e  i n  f a c t  two d i s t i n c t  f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,
> v . ■

/* L-
- - ** ^  ■ •

V  . >  ?  . .*

'  .  _  . ,  ' , v
, . { < ' ~ '  * •• *

*  \

t  _  S '
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h e l p e d  to> c r e a t e - ,  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  t a s k ' o f  g o v e r n m e n t
V-  w

i s  t o  p r o t e c t  l i b e r t y ,  i e .  t h e - “ d i f f e r e , n t  a nd  u n e q u a l  f a c i N

i t i e s  o f ^ a c q u i r i n g  p r o p e r t y  f r o m w h i c h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  ^
15and  k i n d s  o f  p r o p e r t y  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s u l t s . "  A n o t h e r

• V
F e d e r a l i s t ,  A 1 g x a n d e r  H^mi 1 t o n , a r g u e d  t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  i „

p r o p e r t y  was i n e v i t a b l e  a s  l o n g  a s  f r e e d o m  l a s t e d . ^  ^
c  '  '

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  was r a t i f i e d  by t h e  . minimum



I
i

^ o n e  l e d  by ^John Adams and  t"he o t h e r  by A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n /  -

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  b t i t h  f a c t i o n s
«* ^  ^

s i nc . e  e a c h  cd ' n t i ' i  b u t e d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t p a d i -  

t i o n  o f  t he .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . .
♦ i

The p o l i t i c a l  t hougf v t  o f  A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n  wa“s d e r i v e d
„ r* —

•from h i s  d e s i r e  t o  make t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ai\, e c o n o m i c  and  
*

m i l i t a r y  w o r l d  power ,  s o " t h a t  i t  c o u l d  p r e s e r v e  i t s  l i b e r t y
^ *

^ f  rom b o t h  e x t e r n a l ‘ and  i n t e r n a l * ' e n e m' i  e s  . S i n c e  he  r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d - ' n e v e r  become p o w e r f u l  u n l e s s
iv *

i t  had  a s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  he d e v o t e d  i i i s  e n e r g i e s
A *

t o  c r e a t i n g  "a v i g o  r o u s  , . r e s p e c t e d  and  p r e d o m i n a n t  c e n t r a l
18 '. g o v e r n m e n t . 11 ^  • .

D u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  178/ -  Hami 1 t o n
v

had p r e s s e d  f o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  ■which wou l d  c r e a t e  a c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  fb^r more  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  e v e n  h i s  F e d e r a l i s t
✓- > t

c o l l e a g u e s  c o u l d  a c c e p t . -  He p r o p o s e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  '
* t

. t h e  S e n a t e  be a p p o i n t e d  f o r  l i f e  and  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  b£

g r a f i t e d  a l m o s t  . m o n a r c h i c a l  p o w e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g _ a n  a b s o l u t e

v e t o .  F i n a l l y ,  he w a n t e d  t o  we a ke n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,

wh i c h  he sa-w as  p o t e n t i a l l y  s u b v e r s i v e  by g i v i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l

g o v e r n m e n t  t h e  power  t o  a p p o i n t  s t a t e  g o v e r n o r s  and  t o  vet ' o

19'a n y  s t a t e  l a w w h i c h  v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

He was d i s a p p o i n t e d ^ w h e n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  r e j e c t e d  h i s

p r o p o s a l s j b u t  he d i d  n o t  g i v e  up h i s  hope  o f  c r e a t i n g  a

g o v e r n m e n t  more  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  one  a g r e e d  upon i n

Plii 1 a’d e l  p h i  a .. He d e c i d e d _ t o  make t h e  r e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
k < \

V  N  '  '  ■

I
-t

..........  ‘ V
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c o n f o r m  t o  h i s  i d e a l s  b y N b r e a t h i n g  “ i n t o  i t s  f o r m s  a n d  ^

-v  p o l i c i e s  much o f  t h e  s p i r i t  and  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s
2 0r he  had  p r o p o u n d e d  e a r l i e r  in'■’P h i l a d e l p h i a . "  B y . h o l d i n g

, V

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  a nd  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e
_L. +~ ^

T r e a s u r y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  ca b i i . ne t ,  H a m i l t o n  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

a b l e 1 t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p r o g r a m  wh i c h  he mo l d e d  t o
" S •

s u i t  h i s  p u r p o s e s .  _

*His f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  c r e a t i n g  a s t r o n g  and  s t a b l e  

g o v e r n m e n t  was  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e '  r i c h  and  ‘

we l l ,  b o r n  f o r  t h e  new F e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s i f i c e  i t  c o u l d
.- -f *

a c q u i r e  p o w e r ' o n l y  w i t h  t h e i r - s u p p o r t . Yet  he  u n d e r s t o o d

* t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  wi n  t h e i r  R o y a l t y  by a p p e a l i n g  s o J e l y  t o
— : ' -  ) 

t h e i r - p a t r i o t i s m .  R a t h e r ,  he a p p e a l e d  t p  wh a t  he/  p - o n s t d e f -

ed t o  be t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  ’f o r c e  i n  human b e h a v i o u r ,  n a me l y

v  s e l f - i n t e r e s t - .  In e f f e c t  r. h e ’w a n t e d  t b  f o r g e  an a l - l i a n c e

b e t w e e n  b u s i n e s s  and* g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
^  . '  r 

a c t i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t - t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  and
\kr ^

m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  Thi s^ . he  h ope d  w o u l d ^ g i v e  t h e  r i c h  a s t ^ k e

i n  t h e  new n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e r e b y  w i n n i n g  t h e i r

a l l e g i a n c e  s i n c e  i t  woul d  be t o  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  p r e s e r v e
■» >

an i n s t i t u t i o n  wh i c h  p r o t e c t e d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .
y

H a m i l t o n ' s  e c o n o mi c  p r o g r a m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was d e c i d e d l y  

p r o - b u s i n e s s ,  e m p \ . - s i z i n g  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h .  Hi s  p l a n ,  mo s t  

o f  wh i c h  was p a s s e d  by C o n g r e s s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n - ' o f  

a n a t i o n a l  b a n k  t h a t  wou l d  i s s u e  n o t e s ,  p u t  money i n t o
I 1

c i r c u l a t i o n  and  p r o v i d e  i mp r o v e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t
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J “ ' I  V. ‘
b o r r o w i n g  t h e r e b y  e a s i n g  t a x e s .  He a l s o  g a v e  i n v e s t o r s  

N -  ^  /  . j
a s e c u r e  s t a k e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y - b y  h a v i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n - ,

me n t  f u n d  t h e  r e v o l  q t i  or^ary .  wa r  d e b t ,  t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  a
i

s y s t e m  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  Ame r i c a n  moneyed g r o u p s . -  F i j i a H y , 1-

i n  o r d ^ r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  i n d u s t r y ,  he p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  a d o p t  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s  and  o f f e r  b o u n t i e s  a s  r e w a r d s  

f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  pew m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s . f '  

s, ' , Many c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h i s  e c o n o m i c ’ pi  an was i l l e g a l  s i n c e
"V *

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  d i d  r tot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g r a n t  C o n g r e s s  t h e  ^  *

power  t o  s e t  u p ^ i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  . n a t i o n a l  ba nk  o r  ^ o  
*

a s s u me  a r r a t i o h a l  deb^t .  Ye t  H a m i l t o n  b a s e d  h i s  p r o g r a m  on

av b r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e ^ c o n s t i t u t i o r t y  c l a m i n g  t h p t  h i s
""" ‘ '' ^  * \  * > 

p r o p o s a l s  we r e  prope. rc b e c a u s e ,  t h e  c o p g r e s s i o n a l  . . powers n e e d 

ed t i T i m p l e m e n t  t he m we r e  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
'  f

I t  woul d  seem t h a t  H a m i l t o n  a c h i e v e d  t h r e e  t h i n g s  w i t h '

h i s  e c o n o mi c  prog^amiT F i r s t ,  he ma naged  to-  e x t e n d ~ t h e

e c o n o mi c  p o we r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  iV to  a r e a s  o f  t i r a d e ,  f i n a n c e  v

a nd  c r e d i t ,  t h e r e b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

S e c o n d l y  he s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e c o n o m i c a l V y J a n d _

l a s t l y ,  and mo s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  f o r  h i m,  he yon  t h e  l o y a l t y  V *

o f  t h e  w e a l t h y .  ^

Once t ^  r i c h ,  we r e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ^ ' t h e ’ r e s t

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  be c o e r c e d  i n t o  a l l e g i a p c e  as

H a m i l t o n  was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  u£$! m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  r - ^
v

t o  s u p p r e s s  d o m e s t i c  d i s s e n t .  In 1 7 9 4 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  he 

r a i s e d  an army o f  1 5 , 0 0 0  pien t o  p u t  down a r e b e l l i o n  o f

I '  l '

<•
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



P e n n s y l v a n i a  f a r m e r s  who we r e  p r o t e s t i n g  a Tt a x  orv w h i s k e y ^
V > '- r * ■'

“We] l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  t e a . c h i n g  o f  M a c h i a v e l  1 i . ,  he c o u l d  c o n -  

- e l u d e  t h a t  a g o v e r n m e M ^ m u s t  n o t  a l l o w  i t s e l f  t o  ,be_ d e s p i s -
^ A A*

ed  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  much s a f e r  t o  be f e a r e d  t h a n  l o v e d . “ "I*''

Once h e ' w a s  p o s i t i v e  t h e  p e o p l e  wo u l d  s u p p o r t  a s t r o n g
j  •

c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  ' r i c h  o u t  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  agd  t h e

. r e s t  o u t  o f  f e a r ,  he s e t  o u t  t o  c r e a t e -  o n e .  To do t h i ^ ?
*

he s o u g h t  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  p o we r s  o f  t h e  P re s 4 ^ e n t^ .  In 1793 , 

£ p r  e x a n p V e ,  he p e r s u a d e d  P r e s i d e n t  ■' Washington to~ ' '? te^ iia r e  

a - p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  n e u t r a l i t y ,  wh i c h  me a n t  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  wou l d  n o t  t a k e  s i d e s  i n  t 'he c o n f l i c t  t h e n  r a g i n g
* ' - '* >* '-O'' - ~

b e t w e e n  r e v o T u t i o n a r y .  F r a n c e  and  t h e  r e s t  o f  E u r o p e .  T h i s
<• - ' ' /  " 

r e s u l t e d  i n  a s e r i o u s  c o n t r o v e r s y ^  as  many c l a ' i me d  t h e

P r e s i d e n t  had no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i  t-yv_ t p - i s s u , e -  s u c h  a v
; V- ' V  :*

p r o f l  ermati  o n . /  But" Hami 1 t o n  , yo n c e  a g a i n  u s i n g  a b r o a d  i n t p r . -  

. vV p r e t a t j . p n - ' . o f / t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e , *

P r e s i d e n c y  was. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  t h e  medi um o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  ,> 

w i t h  o th 'e r  n a t i o n s  and  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  n a t i o n a l  t r e a t i e s ,

i t  c o u l d  b e ^ i m p l i e d  ' t h a t ' t h e *  P r e s i d e n t  a l o t i e  coiLl.d" $ i e c l a r e v
-1 • i

• n e u t r a l i t y .  In f a c t ,  i n  d e f e n d i  n g - t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,

H a m i l t o n  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t j i e  P r e s . i d p n t 1 s _s p e c i f i c  d e l e g a t e d

/* '  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o we r s  we r e  Onl y a p a r t i a l  l i s t i n g  o f  h i s
-\ * - 

f u l l  a u t h o r i t y . A c c o r d i n g  t o  Hami 1 t o n , t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n

ga ve  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l l  t h e  power s  w h i c h  we r e  n o t  o t h e r -

w i s e  d e n i e d  t o  h i m;  “ The g e n e r a l  d o c t r i n e ' - o f  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n

t h e n  j s  t h a t  e x e c u t i v e  power  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e

V * - <
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r ,  '•

P r e s i d e  n’t ' ;  s u b j e c t  a n l y  t o  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  a nd  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
23 :r ■■wh i c h  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  in ' . ' t h e  i n s t r u m e n t . "  /

>fcV *

♦ \  *;■»
I t  mu s t  be r e me mb e r e d  t h a t  H a m i l t o n ’ s d e s i r e  t o  c r e a t e  ,

?***'*•" * V
j Ja s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t : was: b a s e d  ^on h i s  b e l i e f  t y i a t

s u c h  a g o v e r n m e n t  WQ^uld be n e c e s s a r y  i f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

was  e v e r  J t o ' be c o f ne  a m i l i t a r y  p o we r .  E v e r y t h i n g  he d i d

was d e - s ig n e d  t o  make t h e  U n i t e d  S p a t e s  s t r o n g e r ,  so t h a t

i t  c o u l d  r e s i s t  f o r e i g n '  i n v a s i o n s * a n d  p r e s e r v e  t r a n q u i l l i t y
\

a t  horo® * / * ■ 4 ~t<

,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  H a m i l t o n ’ s v i e w o f  a s t r o n g  c e n t r a l« ’

g o v e r m e n t ' - a n d  h i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n "  o f  d ’ c o m m e r t i a l w r i - s t o c r a c y
♦v’-~ „'\.'

h a ve  made-^him u n p o p u l a r  w i t h  mode r h  , i n t e l l ^ c t u a l  c o p s e r v a -it . ' N *
4 i-'*

t i v e s .  ‘"'When t h e y  d e a l  w i t b v h i m  ‘‘a t ,» a l  1 ' i t  i s  o n l y - t d ,  

' 'cfi^nt-iss  nim a s  a r ^ p S e u d q - c o n s e r v a t i  ve o r  ap e c o n o m i c  c o n s e r -

v a t i v e  s e e k i n g  t o ^ d e f e n d  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t ' s , ^  ma t e . r i  " r- f s t
*V" •V o V. r« >> * • t <, x'*'
and  an ' ' economi c d e t e r m i n i s t  a nd  t h e r e f o r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  ' -r-

a u t h e n t i c  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a ‘d i  t i o n  ' Y e t , Ham-iT t o r t ^ a 'S

p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  b e c a u s e  he was one  o f
y - .

t t h e ' f i r s t  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
• '  r  * ?  T x*-■ '* •"c o u l d  p r e s e r v e  i t s  f r e e d o m  f o r m e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t s  was  t o  be

s . t r o n g  m i l i t a r i l y .  '  '  -r\ -.•'* -
<■ ' 1

The o t h e r  f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y  was l e d

by J o h n  Adams:, a man,  ^ u n l i k e  H a m i l t o n ^  who i s  fiiuch a d m i r e d

by c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Cl - i n t on  R o s s i t e r  w r o t e ,

N " h e r e  i n  J o h n  Adams o f  Q u i n c y  was t h e  model  o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n
k ■ ■ * V

' / 25 \c o n s e r v a t i v e . ” R u s s e l l  K i r k " w r o t S  of^ Adams%-‘•"'hi s l e a r n i n g

A >

.?
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and h i s c o t r r a g e  made him g re a s y , . .a n d  he  became  t h e  f o u n d e r  

o f  t r u e  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  A m e r i c a . "  T h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  s t e m s
r

f r o m t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Adams b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l i b e r t y  c o u l d  be

p r e s e r v e d  w i t h o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an i n v i n c i b l e  n a t i o n a l s .

^ - a u t h o r i t y .  I n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g . g ^ y e r n m e n t a l ^ p o w e r  c e n t r a l i z e d

i r p t h e  h a n d s  o f  a r i c h  m i n o r i t y ,  w h i c h  he f e l t  wo u l d  d e s t r o y

l i b e r t y  a s  s u r e l y  a s  d e m o c r a c y ,  he f a v o u r e d  a b a l a n c e d  
<

g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  me a n t  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e  power  was p r e v e n t e d  
*■

f r o m p a s s i n g  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a ny  o ne  g r o u p .  The o n l y
Xf* - * > ■£-<

'  way J r e e d o m  c o u l d  be p r ’o t r e c te d  was t o  maJce s u r e  p o w er  .was

b a l a n c e d  b e tw e e n  ^ t he  r i c i ?  m i n o r i t y  and  t h e  l e s s  w e l l - o f f  

m a j o r i t y  so t h a t  n e i t h e r  s i d e . - c o u l x h t y r a n n i  ze  t h e  o t h e r .  t
*  V *

The mai n  t a s ‘k o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  Adams saw i t ,  was t o  make,-

s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power  was m a i n t a i n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e
9  ̂ •• < «■>

. ‘two s i d e ^ .  In f a c t ,  when Adams became  P r e s i d e n t  i n  1 797>

ne f e l t , t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  a r -r is to 'c j^acy ..w .a 's ,becom ingv-tpo p o » e ,r -

f u l  so,^ much t o  H a m i l t o n ' s  a n g e r ,  he t r i e d  t o  r e s t o r e  .the

b a l a n c e  by a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c h e c k  She power  o f  t h e '  w e a l t h y .

T h a t  a c t i o n  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  po l  i t i c a ^ V rp h i  1 o sophy j

r,.sirvcfe";he  f e l t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h o u l d  be a " d i s i n t e r e s t e d
f ,

e x e c u t i v e  who wou l d  m e d i a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a b o v e  t h e  h a u l  and
9 7

p u l l  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  and  a c t  f o r  $.he good o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  

T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  H a m i l t o n ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  ha ve  a s t r o n g ,  a l  1 - p o w e r f u l  R f e - s i d e n t .

Adams '  b e l i e f  i n  p o l i t i c a l  b a l a n c e  was a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s ^ s i n e e  t h e y

r- ■
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woul d  s e r v e  a's<.a b a l a n c e  . to ~ ' th £  p o w er  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  

*- a u t h o r i t y .  U n l i k e  H a m i l t o n ,  who w o u l d - h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  a

u r n t a r y y g o v e r n m e n t , Adams " b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  p r i n c i p l e
S*

28* a s  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  A m e r i c a . "
* *c'

H a m i l t o n  a nd  Adams a l s o  had d i f f e r e n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g '  t h e
V  . s

V p u r p o s e  and  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  H a m i l t o n  saw t h e

c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  an  " o r g a n i s m  c a p a b l e  o f  g r o w t h  i n  t h e
” -  29- '  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s , "  w h e r e a s  Adams

sa.w | t  a s  a m e c h a n i c a l  d e v i c e  d e s i  gned  „so l  ey  t o  b a l a n c e

v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  He s a w ' i t  a s  an " e l a b o r a t e  and  i n t r i c a t e  -* *
, n e t w o r k  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a l a n c e s  w h i c h  wou l d  l i k e ,  t h e

V  .

Ne,w tonian u n i v e r s e ,  i n s u r e  e q u i l i b r i u m  u n d e r  a g o v e r n m e n t  
/ .̂

l a ws  -add i n  a _ . mechani ca l  c o u n t e r p o s , i  ng o f  po we r s  p r o v i d e

an a l t e r n a t i v e  n q t  j o n l y ’ t o  m a j o r i t y  r u l e  but- t o  t h e  r u l e

o f  mi n o r  i t i  e s  a s  w e l l . "  , v':
.. •' - '  . , v .' ' 1 . „ . * •'•••. V?' V ^ -

,Ad.ams a l  S'tf d i f f e r e d - ' w i  t h  H a m i l t o n  on o t h e r  m a t t e r s

b e s i d e s  t h e  . .q u e s t io n  o f  w h i c h  f o r m o f  g o v e r n m e n t  was b e s t .
✓

For  i n s t a n c e ,  Adams was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  H a m i l t o n 1: 

1economiC'~&p6 gr am wh i c h  was d e s i g n e d  t o  i n d u s t r i ' a l  i ze

Ame r i c a .  For  o ne  t h i n g ,  Adams f e l t  t h a t  i d e a l l y  A me r i c a
4

s h o u l d  be k e p t  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  " he  l i k e  J e f f e r s o n ,  f o u n d  h i s
*

i d e a l  c i t i z e n  i n  t h e  s t u r d y  i n d e p e n d e n t  ' y e o m a n ; h i s * ’model '  "
*- • f. *' * i-v.

p o l i t y  l i k e  J e f f e r s o n ’ s was a p o p u l a r  r e p r e s e n t a b l e  g o v e r n 

ment  o f  s ma l l  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s . . .  Her e  was no l o v e r  o f  g o v e r n -

ment  by p l u t o c r a c y ,  no d r e a m e r  o f  an Ame r i c a  f i l l e d  w i t h  

"" 31f a c t o r i e s  and h a r d ,  p a c k e d  c i t i e s . "  He a ls ,o  d i s a p p r o v e d  .

• v
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o f  H a m i l t o n ’ s b a n k i n g  po l  i c y | a r g u i n g  t h a t  " e v e r y  d o l l a r ' o f

a bank  b i l l  tha'T: i s  i s s u e d  be yond  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  g b l d  and

s i l v e r , i n  t h e  v a u l t s  r e p r e s e n t s  n o t h i n g  a n d  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ..
31 * 1 ia c h e a t  upon s o m e b o d y . "

. .  A
t *

As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  J ohn  Adams i s  s e e n  a s  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f t
m * *

Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  and t rh a t  ' i s  b e c a u s e ' h e ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  

a n y o n e  e l s e  a t  t h e  t i nTe,  a r g u e d  t h a t  f r e e d o m  c o u l d  o n l y  be 

p r e s e r v e d  i f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  pow er was r e s t r i c t e d  and  c h e c k e d , _ 

an  i d e a  t h a t  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y .

T h e r e  we r e  g r e a t "  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  

J o h n  Adams and  A l e x a n d e r  H a mi l t o n  wh i c h  c a u s e d  th e m ;.-to b e -• i

come b i t t e r  e n e m i e s . .  Th e y ^ we r e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  "a r e m a r k -
K

‘ t V
' a b l  e  ̂ p a t t e r n  o f  c r o s s - p u r p o s e s ,  a c t i v e  d i s t r u s t  a'nd ^ e v e n t u a l  

h a t r e d  t h a t  was s u s t a i n e d -  by AcUms u n t i l  h i s  f i n a l  da y  i n  •
t K v * "■«

3 2 ’ *’ ^t h i s  e a r t h l y  r e p u b l i c . " '  v Yet-, d e s p i t e  t f y e i r  d i f f e r e n c e ,
f  “» - *V

* *t h e y  had c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  common i n  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  d i s t r u s t -  

ed  d e m o c r a c y  and  f e l t  men wer e  n a t u r a l l y  u n e q u a l . More*,  

i m p o r t a n t l y  t h o u g h ,  ' t h e y  we r e  b o t h  i n V t h e i r  own way d ev q . ted
* v

t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  f r e e d o m ,  ma k i ng  t hem i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t e s  ~
V !

t o  t h e  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  .. '-.•‘T * '"

D e p i t e  Adams '  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  mode r n  i n t e l  1 e c ' t u a l  s i t
*: ;
was H a m i I t p n ' w h o  d o m i n a f e d  t h e  T ^ d e r f r l  i s t  p a r t y  a.nd^ t h e  

i n i t i a l  U n i t e d . S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t s  , va* f a c t  w h i c h  i s  e v i d e n t " '  

when t h e  p r o g r a ms  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Ame r i c a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  

e x a m i n e d .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  C o n g r e s s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t a r i f f  t o  

p r o t e c t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s r and  e.pacte^d e x c i s e  t a x e s  wh i c h  we r e  -•

% ft.

%
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I
c o l l e c t e d  by f o r c e  , o f ■a r ms  i f  n e c e s s a r y -  M o r e o v e r ,  H a m i l t o n ' sA. #

v

f

c e n t r a l  bank  was c r e a t e d  and  ' t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  a s s u me
n/

1 - * t h e  s t a t e  d e b t s .  F i n a l l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  ^ e t t e r a l i s t  a d m i n i s t -
•V #

r a t i o n s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i d  t r y  t o  c r e a t e  a s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  
/

. e s t a b l i s h m e n t .
/

R e t u r n i n g  now t o ; ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y  a s  a wh o l e  and

summi ng up i t s  g e n e r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  i t  c a n  be  s a i d  t h a t  i t
. \

was ^ p e s s i m i s t i c  o f  human n a t u r e  and  o p p o s e d  t (5 " d e m o c r a c y ^ -* 

f a v o u r i n g  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  r u l e  o f  a n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y I t  .
n  s

J

v  a l s o  b e l i e v d - d  t h a t  o n l y  a s t r d n g  t h o u g h  r e s t r i c t e d  n a t i o n a l  

g o v e r n m e n t - d a u ^  d p r e s e r v e  f r e e d o m  i n  A m e r i c a .  " -•

I n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  s t r o n g ,  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  

i t s - s e m i - a r t i ' s t o c r a t i c  infpl i N a t i o n s  , t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s
V \  ,■s>_ f. »■ * ' - — ^ ■ y

vtt* ium phed  o v e r - t h o s e  A m e r i c a n s  .who s t i l l  c h e r i s h e d  t h e  dem^ 

o c r a t i c  i d e a l s  t i f ^ t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  per i od-* Y e t , * th o se  r
*"4r« »

d e m o c r a t s  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  On-*
' t

^ - . . t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,

t h e y - * f o r g e d  a new p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  1792 w h i c h  was d e d i -

_ — c a t e d  i to d e c e m t r a l  i z a t i o h *  and  democr acy. v .  The Republ  i c a n s  ,

a s  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  we r e  ’" a n x j o u s  t o  a b o l i s h  e n t a i l ,

p r i m o g e n i t u r e ,  c h u r c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  and  a l l  t h e  v e s t i g e s

o f  a r i s t o c r a c y  and t o  o p p o s e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  s t r o n g  g o v e r n -

-  m e n t '’ s t a t e  d e b t  tind  t h e  m i l i t a r y . " ^  - The F e d e r a l i s t s ,  w i t h  t
*'  * \

t h e i r  l a r g e  a r my ,  t a x e s  and  s t r o n g  P r e s i d e n t  w e r e ,  i n  

R e p u b l i c a n  e y e s ,  t r y i n g  t o  t r a n s f o r m  Ame r i c a  i n t o ,  a B r i t i s h - ,  

s t y l e " m o n a r c h y . The R e p u b l i c a n s  wer e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e s t o r e  ’
V

t  . • S.
i  if- ' 1 . '
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t o  Ame r i c a  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  

wh i c h  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  h a ^ s ^ u b v e r t e 'd v  ' A n o t h e r  g o a l  o f  t h e  

R e p u b l i c a n s  was t o  make th e .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l

e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  i n  wh i c h  t h ^ r e  woul.d**&e- no e x t r e m e s  ' of
K ;

w e a l t h ,  "Th.ey p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  A me r i c a  l a y
 ̂ • \s~" :■ *

/ X'n i t s  d e d i c a t i n g  i t s e l f ' f o .  t'tie ' p u r s u i t - ' o f  e q u a l i t y  a s  thte£.

mo s t  a d e q u a t e  b a s i s  f o r X t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l
>-

c a p a c i t i e s  o f  mi nd and  c h a r a ^ s t e r r a n d  a s  t h e  o n l y  f r a m e w o r k  

i n  wh i c h  d . i v e r s i t y - o f  n a t u r a l  e ndowme n t s  c o u l d  f i n d  b o t h
q  r  _ ̂  ■+*■

^ e x p r e s s i o n  „and re<rogni-ti.aji..,vli-v'- ' V  :-
* "  \  ». . . . .

X » I t  i s ' l i t t l e  w o n d e r ,  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  f o u n d  t-tf'e-r’..
\  ^ ‘ • >y*-

H a m i i t o n i a n  e c o n o m i c ’. p r o g r a m ^ r e p e l  1 e q t  w i t h  i t s - ' e m p h a s t s
^  -• >. . y  r \

'  on commer ce  and  i n d u s t r y .  . "Wha t  t h e s e  men ' o b j e c t e d  t o ' ,  i n N 

s h o r t , - w a s  an o f f i c i a l  a l l i a n c e  b e t w e e n  gcuvernmemV-.and a
• ’ /~W:« I*

'  ^  u  X  *

p a r t i c u l a r  c r e e d  o f  i n e q u a l i t y ;  t h e e f f e c t  .Ojf wh i c h  i.wouf-d
S. • '  *

' b e  t o  p u t  t h o s e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  b ey o n d  t h e r r . e a c h  cf* p u b l i c  , .
WL H  * *  > t  - # '  * i “*• V" .

• A r  ’“ 3 5  - " V V  . x  ^ ('
e x a m i n a t i o n . "  Acdopdi.fig t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p h i l o s o p h y ,

r
„ g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  c r e a t e  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  e q u a l -
\ *(' * 

j  i t y - t h f q u g h  vt h e  e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  J e f f e r s o n

_  was  gcfpviriced  " t h a t  the^ power  o f  t h e  s t a t e  mu s t  be u s e d  t o
i,

e l i m i n a t e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  more  e x t r e m e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  irl - p r o p e r t y
37f o r .  t h e  s o c i a l  g o o d . "  He a l s o  w r o t e  " t h a t  an e q u a l  d i s -

t r i b u t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  i s  i m p r a c t i c a l  b u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  -

o f  t h i s  e n o r mo u s  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  p r o d u c i n g  so much m i s e r y  t o* ‘
t h e  b u l k  o f  m a n k i n d ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  c a n n o t  i n v e n t  t o o  many

38d e v i c e s  f o r  s u b d i v i d i n g  p r o p e r t y . "  X

a- -
Si ' "

*■f
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O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  Re p u b t i c - a n s  

. was  a l m o s t  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e  t^) t h e  F e d e r a l  i s t ^ i d e o l o g y

The F e d e r a l i s t s ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  e q u a l i t y  and  f r e e d o m  c o u l d ’
I*

n o t  c ^ o - e 'x i s t ,  s o u g h t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  l a t t e r ’ o v e r  t h e  f o r m e r  

w h i l e  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  s o u g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  pn e g a l i t a r i a n

A m e r i c a .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  we r e  p e s s i m i s t i c  o f
\ ^  • *-. 

men a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f e a r f u l  o f  d e m o c r a c y  w h i l e  t h e  "Reypubi-*- -
-  * '  r ’. 

c a 'n s^ h a d  f a . i t h  i n  m a n ' s  r a t i o n a l i t y  and  we r e  c r i t i c a l  o f v i .

s.

any- g o v e r n m e n t  ,t h a t  fq .11 s h o ^ t  o f  ma j o r i  ty.  ,ruT e . C o n s e q u e n t
t  , r ‘ ** <

l y ,  t h e s e  two p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l - s  c b n t e s t e d  f o r  c o n t r o l  'of.<' t-tre-'-'• ' -v ■" «*• ̂  •'*
new r e p u b l i c ' s )  d e s t i n y .  » ' - ■ * ^  "

" - i  " \  . "t- ■
w? > I .

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  i s t s  . wer e  t h e  m ore s u c c e $ s f u 1 V :-‘.\

o f  t h e - t w o  p a r t i e s  a s  t h e y  d o m i n a t e d  . th e  Aqierji'can*,,'-federal
’ / y  '•  ‘  '  "  '

" g o v e rn m e n t  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 ’ s .  Howe ve r ,  t h a t  domi  n a t i  on;/p'atne)

t o  an a b r u p t  qnd i n  1800 when Thomas-' d e f f e r s o n  "was... e t ’e c t e d

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Urr’i t e d  S t a t e s ' .  T h a t  1800 e l e c t i o n  i s  a n " - ’
* ■ ' V  r -  !•

i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e  i n  Ame r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  b ec  alfie/.' 'Vt

i t  ma r ke d  t h e . ’b e g / i n n i n g  o f  t h e  end  o f  -the ^ e d e r a l n ? t  p 'a r ty
~ - *. >'• f-,.

 ̂ wh i c h  a f t e r  t h a t  y-ean wo u l d" , r ' t ' e ve r ^a ga i n ' wi n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  The p a r t y ' s  d e m i s e  w a s ’ g ' r a dua l  b u t  s t e a d y ;  ' by 

1816 i t  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  be c o n s i d e r e d  e v e n  a*- , na t i ona l  p a r t y ^  

a s  i t s  1 a s t  b a s t i o n s  o f  s u p p o r t ~ w e r e  f o d n d  o n l y  i-n- sb-me New 

E n g l a n d  s t a t e s ,  and  by t h e  1 8 2 0 ‘ s t h e  p a r t y  had d i s a p p e a r e d
A

a l t o g e t h e r ,  n e v e r  t o  r e - e m e r g e  , a g a i  n . $ 9 , .graded , t h e  ^ f i r s t

c o n s e r v a t . i  ve movement  i n  t h e  U ni.ted  S t a t e s  -But wh a t

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f v t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  a f t e r  1800?

V. T->''
i ' i *

* . • 3 . *
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A me r i c a n s  s i m p l y  r e j e c t  t h e  p a r t y l s b a s i c  c o n s e r v a t i v e

' p h i l o s o p h y  o r  we r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  d e c l i n e
? i

and f a l l  ? \ .. ' •> -Kr-- *. ■
A n y - ^ tu d y  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  d e c l  i ne ,  q u i c k l y  r e v e a l s .

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  many R e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  c o l l -

a p s e  a nd  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  b r o u g h t  mo s t  o f  t h e i r ,  p r o b l e m s

upon t h e m s e l v e s .  They  s u f f e r e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  vpipl i t i c a l  l y ,

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e c a u s e v .o f  t h e * A l i e r f  and  S e d i t i q q  A c t s  w h i c h -
v. . f  *•;. X  ’ -

we r e  p a s s e d  i n  1798 by t h e  F e d e r a l  i s t - c o n t r & V l . e d  C o n g r e s s

t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o s e d  th r .e & t  o f  F r e n c h  J a c o b i n i s m .  The

^ .-v

" - - *

L.

" S ^ c t s , whf c h  p r o v e d  t o  be e x t r e m e l y  u n p o p u l a r ,  s u p p r e s s e d

t h e  f r e e d o ih  o f  s p e e c h  ancT o f  t h e  p r e s s  and  r e s u l t e d  i n  

many p r o - F r e n c h .  Rej>jubl i c a n s ’V'bping s e n t  t o  j a i l  f o r  s i mp l  

' ' ■ • . c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t / .  In t h i s  c a s e  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s
• -ws*

< • ' *
s :tfeongly ' o v e r - r e a c h e d  t o  p r o - F r e n c h  s y mp a t h y  i n  Ame r i c a

•»*v
and  e r j^ c . ted  h y s t e r i c a l  l a ws  wh i c h  p r o v i d e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s '

■ ' ” -'V -

w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  c a m p a i g n Nm a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  1800 e l e c t i o n .
4 ,

v  A n o t h e r  f a t a l  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  F e d e n p l r i s t  p a r t y  was t h ^

a l r e a d y  me n t i  o n e d ' ^ a v a l  r y  betw£e:cr i ^ s  two * m o s t^ p rp t iu ^ p en t
- w

and p o w e r f u l  me mb e r s ,  Jol?h-;A’d.anis and  A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n ^ .

"The f e u d  b e t we e n  H a m i l t o n  and  Adams was i n ’ e v e r y  way wi^rse

t h a n  t h e  c u t - t h r o a t  r i v a l r y  wh i c h  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e
34 ■.

R e p u b l i c a n  and  F e d e r a l i s t  c h i e f s . "  * * r h e i r  c o n f l i c t  came 

t o  a he a d  i n  1800 wi^en Adams ,  who was t h e n  P r e s i d e n t ,  made 

p e a c e  w i t h  F r a n c e  a d v e r t i n g  a war  wh i c h  H a m i l t o n  d e s p e r a t e l y
.«(

w a n t e d .  An g e r e d  by t h a t  peaq>e,fsm r e s o l u t i o n  a nd  by t h e
■ m. j \

■

a •’X I '1 -

■ .>/ • y- 
' V  :v > ' ’ '
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f a c t  t h a t  Adams had  a l s ' o ' d i s m i s s e d  two o f ' ^ h i s  s u p p o rs tse is
“ ‘ \j

f r o m r t h e  c a b i n e t ,  H a m i l t o n  s t r u c k  b a c k  by p u b l i s h i n g  af
*  ' ' w  “

p a m p h l e t  two mo n t h s  b e f o r e  th e .  1800 e l e c t i o n  yHiich was 

^ . s h a r p l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . -  In g e t t i n g  h i s  r e v e n g e

H anyflton f n - Q i c t e d  " -c ru e l  p u n i s h m e n t  on Adams and  t h e r e b y
^  ’ * 

d e s t r o y e d  t h e .  F e d e r a l i s t ' p a r t y  a nd  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l

l e a d e r s h i p , . " 4 0  . • ' /
- • * * ’ 3 H

vr . M o r e o v e r - f ' f o n  men who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l  ves- t o  b£ '
' *  ’ •€

n a t u r a l  r u l e r s ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  we r e  i n e p t  when i t  came t o  

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a f  a t i l t  w h ich  c e r t a i n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d
r ' ^ -

t o  t h e i r  d e c l i n e .  "Fro'm t h e  l a c k  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  .p ro s e !  y t i r cg

t o  b a d l y  d e f i n e d  l i n e s  o f  command,  a nd  on t o  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n s

; o f  F e d e r a l i s t  l e a d e r s  t o  be p r i m a '  d o n n a s  -amd i n d u l g e  i n
-« . ■ <* *

r a u c o u s  p u b l i c  q u a r r e l s  w i t h  t h e i r . c o m r a d e s  , t h e  r e c o r d  i s  •£
>, ’ *

-  41
one o f  a l m o s t  u n i f o r m l y  bad . ,.m a n a g e m e n t . "  t The F e d e r a l i s t

•' . ' - ■ > 
p a r t y  l a c k e d  d i s c i p l i n e  £ri'd o r g a n i  z e r s  t  r e s u l  t i  ng it] l i t t l e ^ '

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l .  The R e p u b l i c a n s ,  meanwhi  l,e-, ,ttjbu.gb ^ p a r t y

p l a t f o r m s  and  c a u c u s e s ,  m a i n t a i n e d  u n i t y  and  d i s c i p l i n e

w i t h i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  whi ch,  a i d e d  t hem g r e a t l y - i n

p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s .
*

The R e p u b l i c a n s  had a n o t h e r  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  

F e d e r a l i s t s  when i t  came t o  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .

Fo r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t ,  F e d e r a l i s t s  l o o k e d  upon p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n 

i n g  as  a d e g r a d i n g  p r a c t i c e  and  t h e r e f o r e  a v o i d e d  i t ,  b e 

l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  wou l d  v o t e  f o r  t h e  b e s t  men r e g a r d - , .
-T ' ’

V '• 'w k  »

l e s s 1* o f  p r o m i s e s  o r  f a v o u r s ,  a s t r a n g e  a l t i t u d e  p e r h a p s  ''J.:''"
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f>
. . g i v e n  t h e i r  T ajik ;xof  f a i t h M n  human n a f l i r e .  Gi ve n  t h e  f a c t

V -  -
^  /  t h a t  t h e y J i a d  w r i t t e n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s t r o n g

n a t i o n a l ^ c o n o m i ^  p o l i c y  a nd  f ouKde d  a m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  t h e y  

i b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  b e s t  men.  The R e p u b l i -  

* ,cans  , on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  u s e c U v a r i o u s  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g  t e c h n -

* iqu .es  i n  t h e i r  b i d  f o r  p o we r .  E x p e n d i n g  .v a s t -  a m o u n t s  o f  .*

»iiione'V th e ) -  h e l d  mass^ r a l  1 i e s  and  p o l i t i c a l  b a r b e q u e s ,  r
\  ' 

s u p p l y i n g ,  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s  wi.th f r e e  f o o d  and  d r i n k .  They

p u b l i s h e d  p o s t e r s  a n d - p a m p h l e t s  v i s i t e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r

h o m e s ' a n d  p r o v i d e d  h a n d - w r i t t e n  b a l l o t s  f o r  v o t e r s .  In t h e '

end  i t > p a i d  o f f  a s  t h e  " v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s -  was due

a t  l e a s t *  in  - -p a r t ,  t o  t h e  c a r e  w f t h  w h i c h  t h e y  s y s t e m a t i z e d ,

* e x t e n d e d ,  i n t e n s i f i e d  ""and p o p u l a r i z e d  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g  t e c h n -  

i q u e s . " ^  * ^  j

' A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m t h a t  p l a g u e d  ^ th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  was  t h e t r  

l a c k  o f  p o l i t i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p .  By 1 8 0 4 ,  t 

J o h n  Adams was r e t i r e d  w h i l e  Ge o r gy  W a s h i n g t o n  a nd  A l e x a n d e r  

i ‘ H a m i l t o n  wer^e d e a d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  p a r t y  kw i t h  l e a d e r s  o f  l e s s e r "

s t a t u r e  aoth  c o m p e t e n c e . Mo r e o v e r  , t h e  p a r t y  s e e me d  u n a b l e  

t o  S e l e c t  a new l e a d e r  who c o u l d  a t t r a c t  a n a t i o n a l  f o l l o w -
^ r

- i n g  o r  p u t  f  orward< r e l  e v a n t e s  .

The g l i t t e r i n g  s p e e c h  o r . t h e  o r n a m e n t e d  p a m p h l e t
we r e  t o o  o f t e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  a d e q u a t e  c r e d e n t i a l s
f o r  p o s i t i o n s  among p a r t y  1 e a d e r s . . . Good
f a m i l y  c o n n e c t i o n s  s eeme d  t o - c o u n t  f o r  more  '
t h a n  h a r d  work i n  l o c a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  In
s h o r t ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  - fo r  T e a d e r s h i p ,  l i k e  so *
many a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y ,  w e r e /
a t t u n e d  t o  a s t y j e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d u c t  t h a t
was i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  a c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y .

✓

. V.-
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- -  The mo s t  s e r i o u s  p^.oH'fem.'-facing t h e ' F e d e r a l  i s t S j ,
; \  — * 

t h o u g h ,  was t h e f h  a n t i - d e m o c r ^ t i c , - a t t i t u d e  , w h i c h  was o u t

^  o f  |3 l a c e j n  a coun try .-- t- f fa t  c h e r j s f i e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m a j o r - . ?

i t y  r u l e .  l h j £  p r o b l e m  ' i n t e n s i f i e d  when t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  s

p r i n c i p l e s  o' f t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  we r e  r e v i v e d  b y , t h e
r r** V

A ,  «J
Re ' p u b i i c a n  r e g i m e ' s ,  ma k i ng /  d e m o c r a c y  a lm .o s t  a n a t i o n a l  

. r ’ ■> !• J  ̂ ' *
» r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A l mo s t  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f

r  Ame r i da n  pol  i t i c a  1 -Ci i f e  w e r e  a f f e c i e d  by t h e  o n s l a u g h t  o f

d e m o c r a c y .  ^
*** **» /

i*

x • "The d r i v e  o f  t h e  p l a i n  p e o p l e  a n d ^ t h e i - r  a b l e  l e a d e r s
^ t o  d e m o c r a t i z e  t h e  I f m i t e d  r e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  

was a i me d  at* c o n c r e t e  g o a l s : ,  r e mo v a l  o f  p r o p e r t y  
^  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  v o t i n g  and o f f i c e h o l d i n g ; p o p u l a r  

e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ;  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n s ' -  t o  
s h o r t  t e r m s '^ o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ;  d e v i c e s  l i k e  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  p o p u l a r  c o n t r o l * o f  p a r t i e s ;  p o p u l a r  
. e l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t e  c o n s t i t i ^ t i o n a l '  c o n v e n t i o n s  "and . .  

y  , r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r * r e s  u 1 t s  ; and t h e  s p o i l s  s y s t e m -

*
An a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c  p o l i t i - c a l  p a r t y  c o u l d  n o t  hope  t o  s u c c e e d

~T *
i n  wha t  was f a s t ^ - b e c o m i n g  a d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y .  " T h e r e

s.

^  - was l i t f t l e  p l a c e  f o r  a h a r d - b i t t e n , p l a i n - s p o k e n  F e d e r a l i s t

i n  a l a n d  wh e r e  f a r m s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  and  s t a t e s
v--' , >-

wer e  s p r o u t i n g " a l 1 o v e r  t h e ? map-, and whe r e  t h e  new v o t e r s  
.  I - ,

• , a l l  o f  t he m r e a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  c a p i t a l i s t  w e r e  p r o v i n g  t h e m-
•* A  A

s - e l ves  t-o be s o me t h i n g -  o t h e r  t h a n  E u r o p e a n  c a n a i l l e . "

<. D e s p i t e  a l l . o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  War o f  1812 gave

t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o ' V e c o v e r  some o f  t h e i r  

l o s t  s t r e n g t h , a s  A me r i c a n  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t s  and  an  i n c r e a s i n g  

p u b l i c  d e b t  c a u s e d  many Amern’c a n s  t o  t u r n  a w a /  f r o m t h e

-A.

^  -
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R e p u b l ic a n s ^ -  who had  . l a u n c h e d  t h s . w a r ,  i n * f a v o u r v o . f  t h e

t ' " F e d e r a l i s t s ,  who had o p p o s e d  t h e  c o n f l i c t  f r o m t h e  b e g i n -

N nin§-.  I m p r e s s ! v e • e l e c t o r a l :  v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  e l e c t i o n s

o f  1814 e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e i r

a n t i - w a r  p o l i c y  w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  l a t e  1814 w i t h  t h e

v  H a r t f o r 'd  c o n v e n t i o n  wh i c h  was a m e e t i n g  ‘tFf F e d e r a l i s t s

c a l l e d  tQ,v d ip .c u s s  R e p u b l i c a n  p o l i c i e s .  The c o n v e n t i o n

e n d e d  up d r a f t i n g  a p e t i t i o n  wh i c h  among o t h e r  t h i n g s  t
> -

c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  wa r  w i t h  B r i t a i n *  The F e d e r a l i s t s  had- h o p e d  

t h a t ,  t h e  p e t ' i t i o n  wo u l d  khep a l  i vk’ t h e ' m o m e n t u m  t h e y 1 s eem ed
r ‘r.

y'  t o  h e - g a t h e r i n g  a f t e r  t h e  1814 e l e c t i o n s  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ^

i t  had j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e f f e c t .  F i r s t  o f x al l >,  t h e  R e p u b l i -
♦ -  ■I. ” v '

cans *  wer e '  a b l  e - t o  persciiad^ many A m e r i c a n s  t h a t  t h e  p e t i t i o h ^

was n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t r e a s o n ’, t h e n  j u s t  t o  make m a t t e r s ,
r '

w o r s e  came t,he a l m o s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s  news o f  G e n e r a l  J a c 4 c k o n 's
*,v 1 v ‘- i'v

c r u s h i n g  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  a t  New O r l e a n s  and  o f  t h e  
K' ' • /

s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  of . - f i hen t  w h i c h  e n d e d  t h e  wa r .  T h e s e " '
w ^

even t.p .  e f f e c t i  v e l y  s n u f f e d  o u t  th e '  (s h o r t - \ x V e d  F e d e r a l i s t

" c o m e b a c k  b e c a u s e ^ *  t hant cs  t o  J a c k s o n ' s  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y ,  /-•

A me r i c a n s  c o u l d  now l o o k  upon th.e war  w i t h  a sen s 'e  o f  p r i d e

wh i c h  me a n t  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  who had  o f  c o u r s e  o p p o s e d .
7 V‘ *

^  t

' t h e  now p o p u l a r  w a r ,  we r e  s e e n  as  p r o - B r i t i s h  o b s t r u c t i o n 

i s t s .  Now t h a t  t h e  war  was o v e r  t h e  H a r t f o r d  conver r f f i on 

d i d  seem t o  b e ,  a s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n ^  h a d / c f i a r g e d , t r e a s o n o u s .  

The F e d e r a l i s t s  became  s t i g m a t i z e d  as  a p a r t y  o f  t r a i t o r s ,

.a l a b e l  t h e y  we r e  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  s h a k e  o f f .  . So t h e  War o f
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1 8 1 2 ,  wh i c h  a t  f i r s t  s e e me d  t o  be t h e  p a r t y ' s  . s a v i o u r ,
. .  ■* * i *■ •

\„v£> turned  o u t  i n s t e a d  trf a c c e l e r a t e  i t s  d o w n f a l l .

A f t e r  t h e  wa r  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  s l i d e  i n t o  o b j i v i o n ' c o n 

t i n u e d  a s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  who s t i l l  " f e a r e d  a F e d e r a l i s t -
/t

r e v i v a l ,  b e g a n  a c o n c e r t e d  c a mp a i g n  t o  e x c l u d e  f r om p u b l i c  

o f f i c e  a n y o n e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y .  Thi^,  

- p o l i c y ,  wh i c h  e f f e c t i v l e y  p u r g e d  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  f r o m a l l  

l e v e l s  o f  government ^  was  t o  con t i r t f i e  u n t i l  th e .  J a c k s o n i a n

r-"

~'>>r

e r a .

I t  s h o u l d  now be c l e a r  t h a t  i t  was p o o r  p o l i t i c s  on

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  and n o t  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i s m  wh i c h  

l e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  e x t i n c t i o n .  No p a r t y ,  no m a t t e r ’ wh a t  

i t̂'-s- i d e o l  o g y , c a n  hope  t o  s u c c e e d  w i t h o u t  u n i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n

and l e a d e r s h i p ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  wh i c h  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y  *
•r"r  * 

s a d l y  l a c k e d .  T h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  we r e  j u s t
**

p l a i n  u n l u c k y ,  for^ had J a c k s o n  n o t  d e f e a t e d  the'- B r i t i s h ' i n  

1 8 1 5 ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  m i g h t  v e r y  w e l l . - h a * e  r e g a i n e d  t h e i r  

s t Y e n g t h ’ tiy c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  a n t i - w a r  f e e l i n g  p r e v a l e n tjV̂ -v
9 ^

i n  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  F i n a U t y ,  antf  ' p l r h a p s  

mo s t  s e r i o u s l y ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  we r e  e i t h e r  u n a b l e  o r  u n 

w i l l i n g  yt-o a d a p t  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  . t o  s u i t  a 

more  d e m o c r a t i c  a g e .
>■ ** '  3Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  ' t f i e i r  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e ,  t h e  F e d e ra H r r s t s  

r e p r e s e n t  an e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  p f  t h e  j ^ e r i c a n  c o n -
V*

s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r o l e  fn e f f e c t i n g  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  w i t h i n  A m er4can

t "
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P Q l i t i c s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s .

 ̂ The d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l i s m  l,e<ft t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s
v ̂  '  y •

a s  t h e ' o n l y  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s - .* .>-
%

But  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  s i n g l e  p a r t y  r u l e  di<fr n o t  mean t h a t  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  we r e  ov e r ,  f o r  w i t h -
r- - "V' .

i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n ' p a r t y  t h e r e - w e r e  d i s t i n c t  a nd  o p p o s i n g  

f a c t i o n s .  One f a c t i o n ,  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  p .an ty  i m m e d i a t e l y  

a f t e r  t h e  War o f  1 8 1 2 ,  a d o p t e d  maay o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p r o -  

t  c ' g r a m s .  I t  was P r e s i d e n t  M a d i s o n ,  a R e p u b l i c a n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  

who^jin 1815 s u p p o r t e d  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  an a d e q u a t e  m i l i t a r y  

f o r c e  i n  p e a c e  t i m e ^ a  n a t i o n a . l  b a n k ,  a p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  

and  i n t e r n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  "Mos t  o f  M a d i s o n ' s  p r o p o s a l s

o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e . g o o d  F e d e r a l i s t  d o c t r i n e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  -A
’* " 45o r i g i n a t o r s  h a d -b e 'e n  r e l e n t l e s s l y  a t t a c k e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s . "

The R e p u l b i c a n s  who a d h e r e d  t o  t h i s  n e o - F e d e r « . l  i f t  p r o g r a m

beca me  known a s  N a t i o n a l  R e p u b l i c a n s .

The o t h e r  f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  s t i K l  e m b r a c e d  t h e 1
r  ***

R e p u b l i c a n  i d e a l s  o f  e g a l  i tar.,i  an i sm , a g r a r i - a n i  sm and  d e c e n 

t r a l i z e d  weak g o v e r n m e n t , and ' t h e y  l o o k e d  upon t h e  N a t i o n a l
v ' - ' 1 J

R e p u b l i c a n s  as  F e d e r a l i s t s  wh.o we r e  b e t r a y i n g  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n

c a u s e .  The p e o p l e  who made up t h i s  f a c t i o n  be c a me  known

a s  D e m e c r a t s .  ^

A NatMoTnal R e p u b l i c a n  managed t o  wi n t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l
t ... —*- \

e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 2 4 ,  b u t  i n  182fc t h e  D e m o c ra ts  c a p t u r e d  C o n g r e s s
* .

and i n  1828 Andrew J a c k s o n ,  a D e m o c r a t ,  was e l e : 6-t e c t
S Y* r

P r e s i d e n t . '  Once in  pow er t i re  D e mo c r a t s  s o u g h t  t o  keep

i - r
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Ame r i c a  and  e g a l i t a r i a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  by a b o l i s h i n g  t h e

c e n t r a l  b a n k ,  a d o p t i n g  arr' T a t s s e z - f a i r e  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y ‘s
~ *■

a nd  p a s s i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s .  The Naf?fi>nal R e p u b l i c a n s  

j, who w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p o l i c i e s  

v c o m b i n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  a n t i - D e m o c r a t i c  f a c t i o n s  i n  C-o-ngress

and f o r me d  t h e  Whig p a r t y ,  so named b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y

we r e  o p p o s i n g  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  j u s t  a s  t h e
 ̂ \

E n g l i s h  Whi gs  had o p p o s e d  Ge o r g e  I l l ’ s t y r a n n y  i n  t h e
M

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  *

In ORpos i ng  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  p o l i c i e s  o f  Andr ew J a c k s o n  

and  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  ,i t h e  Whi gs  b e c a m e  t h e  new c h a m p i o n f o f  

c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  s h o u l d  be made c l e a r ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  Whi gge r y  was n o t y F e d e r a l i s m  u n d e r  a new name

‘ a s  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  we r e  p r o n e  t o  c h a r g e  b u t  r a t h e r  a c o n t i n ^ -
^  ‘ 47a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  wi n g  o f  t h e  o l d  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y .

\ I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Whig p a r t y  c o n t a i n e d  many e x - F e d e r a l  i stSj

b u t  t h e  same can^be"1* s a id  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ^ f o r  a f t e r  

1824 F e d e r a l i s t s  be g a n  t o  s u p p o r t  any  c a n d i d a t e  who wou l d  r 

r e w a r d  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  j o b s .  Any s t u d y  o f
*4 *

Whig p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  c l e a r l y  shows  tha^t t h e  p a r t y  was

n o t  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l i s m .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e
4 ' v

F e d e r a l i s t s  we r e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  a s t r o n g  P r e s i d e f t £  w i t h
t* *

b r o a d  po we r s  w h i l e  t h e  Whi gs  f a v o u r e d  a wea&* e x e c u t i v e  who 

d e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  C o n g r e s s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

F e d e r a l i s t s  f e a r e d  d e m o c r a c y  w h i l e  t h e  Wh i g s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  

had r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  wi s dom o f  th^c^dm m on man ,  a c c e p t e d

r-
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u n i v e r s a l  manhood s u f f  r a g e ”. In t e r m s  o f  e l e c t i o n  s t r a t e g y .
- i ' f t  v  '• ~ r>.

t h e  Whi gs  a l w a y s . m a d e  a d e t e r m i n e d ' e f f o r t  t o  w i n ? m a s s  
* > if'-.

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s .

They h a d  p e r f e c t e d  a ' h u r r a h 1 t y p e  o f  c a m p a i g n ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by; mass  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  by p i c t u r e s q u e  
s y m b o l s - - s u c h  a s  t h e  l o g  c a b i n  and  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  
c i d e r - - w h i c h  wou l d  e m p h a s i z e  t h e i r  n o m i n e e s - h u m b l e  
o r i g i n s  and  d e m o c r a t i c  t a s t e s ,  by a t t r a c t i v e  s t e r e o 
t y p e s  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ;  and  by k e e p i n g  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  
h i m s e l f  u n d e r  w r a p s ,  l e s t  he  d i s p l a y s  h i s  i n c o m p e t e n c e  
o r  make some t a c t l e s s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t r u t h .

*  i  .

\  ■
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y  was e s s e n t i a l l y  ^ e c t i o n -

a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  i t s  s u p p o r t  came f r o m t h e

New E n g l a n d  s t a t e s .  HowdVei^ " t h e r e  w e r e , Wh i g s  i n  a l l

o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  e c o n o m i c  c l a s s e s ,  s o c i a l  s t r a t a ,
49 c' 'g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s  and r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n . "  The  

Wh i g s ’ s u p p o r t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  came f r o m a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

j c o u n t r y .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h o f u g h , yt h e  Whigs  a r e ,  l i k e  

t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e '  t r a d i t i o n ,  a
H  "*

f a c t  wh i c h  bec ome s  e v i d e n t  when t t fe r e s t  o f  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  

' i s  e x a m i n e d .  The Wh i g s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h e r e  was a n a t u r a l  s o c i a l  h a r mony  o f  i n t e r e s t s  b e t w e e n  

f a r m e r s  and  b u s i n e s s m e n  and b e tw e e n  l a b o u r  and ma n a g e me n t ,  

-fi^gy t o o k ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  s t r i . k e s  and  u n i o n s  we r e  u n n e c e s s a r y  and  d i s r u p t e d  

s o c i e t y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Whig p h i l o s o p h y  a w o r k e r ’ s g o a l  o f  

h i g h e r  wages  c o u l d  be me t  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h r o u g h  h a r d  wor k
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and  t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Whig p a r t y .  At  t h e  same tim e^ *

' th .o u g h ,  i t  - s hou l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Whi gs  r e j e c t e d  i.n- 

d i v i d u a l i s m ,  p r e f e r r i n g  i n s t e a d  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  was b a s e d  

on t h e  o r g a n i c  ^ i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  ^

- The Wh i g s '  f i n a n c i a l  and  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  a l s o  r e f l e c t

' a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  ^ i - s l i k e  o f  e g a l  i t e r i a n i s m .  Whigs  s p o k e  o u t
r

a g a i n s t  wh a t  was  " t o o  s t r o n g ,  a t e n d e n c y  <to r e d u c e  a l l  t h e
50

^  common e l e m e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  a common l e v e l . "  For  e xa mp l e  

t h e  Whigs  f a v o u r e d  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a n k ,  w h i c hH;-}
i* ‘- th e  D e mo c r a t s  had  a b o l i s h e d  s i n c e  t h e y  f e l t  i t  wou l d  o n l y  

e n c o u r a g e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  wea 1 t h  ^ - b u t  w h i c h  t h e  Whi gs  s^-w as  

a n e c e s s a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  b o t h . t o  i n c r e a s e  and  t o  r e g u l a t e  

Ame r i c a n  c u r r e n c y .  A n a t i o n a l  bank  wou l d  a l s o  p r o v i d |  a mp l e  

c r e d i t  wh i c h  wo u l d  e n c o u r a g e  i n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  

E a s t  and  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  The Whigs  a l s o ,  u n l i k e  

t h e  D e m o c r a t s ,  w e r e . n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  1a r g e - c o r p o r a t i o n s  w h i c h  

wer e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Th^y r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  g r o wt h  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  woul d  i n c r e a s e r t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

h e a l t h  aiid w e l f a r e  by a c c u m u l a t i n g  b a d l y - n e e d e d  c a p i t a l  

wh i c h  c o u l d  be i n v e s t e d  i n  c a n a l s  and  r a i l w a y s  and  l e a d  t o  

f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  v •

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  Whigs  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

s h o u l d  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  economy t o  h e l p  i n d u s t r y  a s  t h e y  

we r e  s t r o n g  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  and  i n d u s 

t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  The D e m o c r a t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  d i d  

n o t  wa n t  t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o mi c  p r o g r e s s  wh i c h  t h e y  f e l t  o n l y
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r e s u l t e d  i n  u r b a n  s q u a l o r  and  i n e q u a l i t y ^ s o ’ t h e y  f a v o u r e d

a l a i s s e z - f a i r e  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y  wh i c h  t h e y  h o p e d  wou l d

d i s c o u r a g e  c a p i t a l i s m  and  e n c o u r a g e  a g r i c u l t u r e .  " I n  t h e

i d e o l o g i c a l  u n i v e r s e  o f  J a c k s o n i a n  Ameri-ca l a i s s e z - f a i r e
‘ •-51^  and  c a p i t a l i s t  g r o w t h  we r e  t h o u g h t  t o  be  a n t a g o n i s t i c . “

The Whi gs  we r e  l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a n  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  w i t h  m a i n 

t a i n i n g  an e q u a l i t y  o f  c o n d i t i o n ;  r a t h e r  t h e y  "saw a s  o f  
♦

p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  a n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  t h a t  wou l d

} r a i s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  a nd  t h u s  d e v e l o p  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and  p r o m o t e  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ^
52member s  o f  s o c i e t y . "  / T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e i r  

p l a t f o r m  t h e  Ame r i c a n  Sy s t e m o f  t h e  f a mo u s  Whi g ,  Henr y
. .. T* >_

C l a y ,  whi ch  c a l l e d  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  a i d  i n  b u i l d i r r g  r o a d s  and 

c a n a l s  and  f o r  h i g h  t a r i f f s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  A me r i c a n  i n d u s t r y .

L i k e  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  b e f o r e  t h e m , t h e  Whi gs  a l s o  b e 

l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e x i s t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  p r i v a t e  

p r o p e r t y  and  T h a t  i f  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  hdl  d p r o p e r t y  was 

c u r t a i l e d  o t h e r  f r e e d o m s  wou l d  be t h r e a t e n e d .  As D a n i e l  

W e b s t e r ;  one  . o f  t h e  most' p r o m i n e n t  Whigs^ d e c l a r e d  : "a

r e p u b l i c a n  f o r m o f  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s t s  n o t  more  on p o l i t i c a l  

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a n  on t h o s e  1-aws wh i c h  r e g u l a t e  t h e  ' d e s c e n t  

and  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  We h a v e  no e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  

t e a c h e s  us  t h a t  any  o t h e r  r i g h t s  a r e  s a f e  w h e r e  p r o p e r t y  

i s  n o t  s a f e . " 5 3

/

The p a r t y ' s  c o n s e r v a t i s m  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a h a n d i c a p  

i n  i t s  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  e g a l i t a r i a n  D e m o c r a t s ,  a s  t h e
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Whi gs  we r e  f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c a l l y ' .  In  f a c t ,  t h e y  

we r e  v e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n  c o n g r e s s i o n a l ,  s t a ' t e  an.d l o c a l  

e l e c t i o n s ,  f o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  a c t u a l  s t r e n g t h  t h e  Whi gs  and

t h e  D e mo c r a t s  we r e  a l m o s t  e q u a l ,  w i t h ^ o i ^ l y  a f e w p e r c e n t a g e
* 54p o i n t s  s e p a r a t i n g  w i n n e r s  f r o m l o s e r s  a t  t h e  p o l l s .

They w ere  l e s s  s u c c e s s - £ u l  i n  P r e s i d e n t i a l ®  p o l i t i c s , - h o w e v e r ,
V  v

a s  o n l y  two Whigs  w e re  e v e r  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  and  t h e y  b o t h

d i e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t a k i n g  o f f i c e .

V e t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  o v e r a l l  s t r e n g t h -, t h e  Whig p a r t y  was

u l t i m a t e l y  a f a i l u r e , , a n d  by 1860 i t  *had c e a s e d  t o  be a

p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  ' T h e  Whig d o w n f a l l  was n o t  due  t o  i t s

c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  b u t  t o  f a c t o r s  o v e r  w h i c h  i t  had  no

c o n t r o l .  F i r s ^ t  i n  1852 , b o t h  Henry C l a y  and  D a n i e l  We b s t e r  ,N. _ - . ^ •

d i e d ,  d e p r i v i n g  t h e  Whi gs  o f  two o f  t h e i r  mo s t  e l o q u e n t  

and .  i n t e l l i g e n t  s p o k e s m e n .  Then t h e r e  was t h e  m a s s i v e  I r i s h  

i m m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  1 8 4 0 ‘ s wh i c h  damaged t h e  Whigs  

i n  t h e  N o r t h ^ s i n c e  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  I r i s h m e n  be c a me -  

D e m o c r a t i c  s u p p o r t e r s .  But,.- by f a r  t h e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t
• t

f a c t o r  wh i c h  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Whig p a r t y  was t h e  s l a v e r y  i s s u e  

wh i c h  e me r ge d  a f t e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a c q u i r e d  v a s t  a mo u n t s  

o f  t e r r i t o r y  f r om Mexi co  i n  |  war  w h i c h  t h e  Whi gs  had 

o p p o s e d .  P r o - s l a v e r y  p e o p l e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e s e  new t e r r i t o r 

i e s  s h o u l d  be open  t o  s l a v e r y  w h i l e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s  

o p p o s e d  any  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  was t h i s  i s s u e  

w h i c h  s p l i t  t h e  p a r t y  a s  S o u t h e r n  Whigs  who s u p p o r t e d  

s l a v e r y  bega n  t o  d e f e c t  t h e  D e m q c r a t i c  p a r t y  w h i c h  t h e y
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f e l t  was more  r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,

f o r  t h e  Wh i g s ,  t h e r e  we r e  a l s o  n u me r o u s  d e f e c t i o n s  i n  t h e

n o r t h e r n  -wing o f  t h e  p a r t y  a s  b o t h  a n t i - s l a v e r y  and  n a t i v i s

Whi gs  f e l t  t h e i r  c a u s e s  c o u l d  b e s t  be s e r v e d  o u t s i d e  t h e
>v

p . | r t y  i n  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a n t i - s  l a  v e r y  and a n t i - i m m i g r a n t

n o r t h e r n  D e m o c r a t s .  Bo t h  t h e s e ^ ^ r o u p s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  v a s t

i n f l u x  o f  I r i s h  i mmi g r a r f t s  i n t o  t h e  No r t h  made a n y t h i n

p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y y f o r  a s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r

t h e  I r i s h  i n e v i t a b l y 1,. b e c a me  D e m o c r a t s ,  so  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s .

o f  f u r t h e r i t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c a u s e s ,  t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r s
55and n a t i v i s t s  h a s t i l y  d e s e r t e d  a s i n k i n g  s h i p .

In t h e  1852. Pr es i - t f cent i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e  d e c i m a t e d  Whig

p a r t y  was t o t a l l y  c r u s h e d  a s  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  c a n d i d S t e  won

a l l  b u t  f o u r  s t a t e s .  In t h e  1£$>6 P r e s id e n t i a l " *  e l  e c t i o n

t h e  Whi gs  we r e  To  weak t h e y  had  t o  f o r m an a l l i a n c e  w i t h
"V-k.

t h e  r a c i s t  and  n a t i v i s t  p a r t y ,  a s t r a t e g y  t h a t  d i d  l i t t l e  

t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i ^ r 1 s i t u a t i o n .  The Whig d e c l i n e  c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  - the  p a r t y  v a n i s h e d  i n t o  ob i  i v i o n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  F e d e r a l 

i s t s  had done  e a r l i e r .

D e s p i t e  i t s  f a i l u r e  t h e  Whig p a r t y  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  

r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A me r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  t h a t  i t  

p r o v e d  t h a t  a p a r t y  c o u l d  e mb r a c e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  

and  s t i l l  s u c c e e d  i n  a d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y .  I t  s howed t h a t  

c o n s e r v a t i s m  d i d  i n d e e d  h a v e  p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  and  was d e f e a t e d  

u l t y j j a t e l y  v e r y  l a r g e l y  by c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o v e r  w h i c h  i t  had 

1 i t t l e  c o n t r o l .
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CHAPTER III.
AMERICAN CONSERVATISM,. 1865 to 1950 
The Civil War ma*ks an important turning point in 

American history, for gradually America was transformed
the onslaught of industrialization from a nation of farmers

> *

into a nation otf workers. But the JJivil Wnr is also an 
important landmark in the history of conservatism^, for after 
the war laissez-jfaire conservatism, which stressed individualism 
and economic laissez-fQire, was horn. Like Federalism and
Y/higgery this new philosophy emphasised freedom, "but sought that

h-goal'd.n a different way. In addition, it was far more 
successful than its two predecessors because it "rose to
prominence between 1865 and 1885, to;'ascendancy betwjeen ^
1885 and 1920, to domination to virtual identification with 
the. 'American Way* - in the 1920's."^ T ~ ~

The disciples of lr.isse&-faire ado-ted the ideas ofj

Adam Smith and David Ricardo and applied them to the \
rAmerican situation. They defined freedom as irtie liberty

1
of contracts and as the liberty to acquire and to disrose 
of wealth, Moreover, they believed that freedom could exist 
only if the government did not interfere with }

c . -

. ^  'N
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r e s t r i t t i  ve'>Taws i n  m a n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e s e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s

" a c c e p t e d  t h e  v i e w t h a t  l i b e r t y  s t a r t s  where ,  c o e r c i v e  l aw

l e a v e s  o f f ;  and  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  k e e p  t h e  f u n c t i o n s '
2 :o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a mi n i mum. "

As was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  a l l  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  move-
*

m e n t s ,  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  e l e v a t e d  f r e e d o m

a b o v e  e q u a l i t y .  As on£  s u p p o r t e r  d e c l a r e d :  " J u s t i c e
i

^ demands  i n e q u a l i t y  a s  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b e r t y  a nd  a s  a means
 ̂ 3

o f  r e w a r d i n g  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  m e r i t s  and  d e s s e r t s . "

L i k e ' t f T e  F e d e r a l i s t s  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  men we r e  n a t u r a l l y

u n e q u a l  when i t  came t o  a b i l i t i e s  and  t a l e n t s  and  t h a t  i t

r. was t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m t h a t  i neq' ^hai ' i t y ” * %
whi c h  c a u s e d  pr - ogr . e s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  any  a t t e m p t  t o  i mp o s e  . ,

e q u a l i t y  by h o l d i n g  b a c k  t h e  t a l e n t e d  wou l d  Wal t  p r o g r e s s
(

and r e d u c e  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o s e  w i t h  a b i l i t y ^  The o n l y

e q u a l i t y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t hem was t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,

a s  i t  g a v e  " e a c h  man an e q u a l  c h a n c e  to- p r o v e  t h e  e x t e n t
4o f  h i s  i n e q u a l i t y . "

Oppos e d  t o  a l l  a r t i f i c i a l ,  l e g a l  and  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

s i n c e  t h e y  n e g a t e d  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  l a i s s e z -
r

" f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  wer e  o r i g i n a l l y  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  

d e m o c r a c y .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  c h a n g e d  as  

t h e  m a s s e s  b e g a n  t o  demand c o n t i n u a l l y  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n c r e a s e  i t s  a c t i v i t i e ' s .  They s o u g h t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  

name o f  f r e e d o m  t o  p u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  p o we r s  o f  <leg-
v

i s l a t u r e s  and  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e
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^  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  t h%y came t o  l o o k  upon a s  a Ho l y  Wr i t ,
5§tTnce i t  l i m i t e d  t h e .  p o we r s  o f  ; t h e  c e n t r a l  J f ove j enment .

--
L i k e  th£-  Whigs  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a l s o  p r e f e r 

r e d  a weak P r e s i d e n t ^ w h o  e x e c u t e d  t h e  w i l l  o f  Cong. c£ss  

T;}vere was n o t h i n g  new i n  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  i d e a s  a s '  

e i t h e r  t h e  Whi gs  ' or t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  had s u p p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  

p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  What  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e

 c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f r o m t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  , h o w e v e r ,  was a

b e l i e f  in e c o n o m i c  l i b e r t y .  In e f f e c t ,  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  l o n g - h e l d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b e l i e f -
rV*
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  p l a y  an a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  

economy.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  a d v o c a t e d  wh a t  had  o n o c b e e n  t h e  

p o l i c y < o f  a n t i - > c o n s e r j / a t i  ve s  , na j j i e l y ,  e c o n o ^ i c - l a i  s s e z -
-  V V *^ f a i r e ,  wh i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  

w i t h  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i f  i n 

d i v i d u a l s  we r e  a l l o w e d  t o  p l i r s u e  t h e i r  own e c o n o mi c  s e l f -  

i n t e r e s t s  w i t h o u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e y  wou l d  j n a x i m i z e  b o t h  

/ ■ t h e i r  own and  s o c i e t y ' s  w e l l - b e i n g  as  i f  t h e y  we r e  g u i d e d  

by an i n v i s i b l e  h a n d .  S i n c e  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  e c o n o mi c  

f r e e d o m  woul d  p r o m o t e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  good f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

n u mb e r ,  t h e r e  was no e t h i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o

i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m .  L a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s

A \t h e n ,  i n  t h e o r y ,  o p p o s e d  t a r i f f  r a i s i n g ,  a n t i - t r u s t  l e g 

i s l a t i o n ,  u n i o n s  and  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m s . They s u p p o r t e d  havrd̂ -
C

money and  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  T h e i r  

e c o n o mi c  p h i l o s o p h y  was b a s e d  on t h e  i d e a  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t

1
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'was b a s i c a l l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  and  u n d e m o c r a t i c  b e c a u s e ,

a n y t h i n g  i t  c t f u l d  do t h e  p r . i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  
o f  a c q u i s i t i v e  m e n - e o u l d  do t wi . ce  a s  c h e a p  
a nd  t e n  ' t i m e s  a s  f a s t ;  . I . u n d e m o c r a t i c  
b e c a u s e  i t  s e e me d  a l w a y s  b e n t  on i n t e r f e r i n g  
w i t h  l i b e r t y ,  p r o p e r t y  a n d ' e q u a l i t y  o f
o p p o r t u n i t y . -  The i d e a  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  I +
do'  a n y o n e  much good was c o n s i d - e r e d  r i d i c u l o u s  

i a n d  h e r e t i c a l .  The i d e a  t h a t  i t  c-nuld do a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  ha r m^ was  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  be-^

* t  g i n n i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  wi s dom.  ^ *

• . T h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  d i d  f e e l  t h a t  some g o v e r n -  .

me o t  was- n e c e s s a r y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  e n -
Y  . '

< f o r g e d  and  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  was p r o t e c t e d .

In t e r m s  o f  p o l i t i c s  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i s m - w a s  

mo s t  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  new R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  w'hich 

had  b e e n  f o r me d  i n  t 8 5 4 .  Howe ve r ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  , p a r t y

'‘-was  a’l s o  more  o r  l e s s  d e d i c a t e d '  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f

l a i s s e z - f a i r e .  In f a c t ,  one  o f  t h e  mo s t  p o p u l a r  P r e s i d e n t s  

among l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  was G r o v e r  C l e v e l a n d ,  a 

De mo c r a t  who h e l d  o f f . i c e  f r o m 1885 t o  1889 a n d  f r o m 1893 

t o  18 9 7 .  C l e v e l a n d  was f i r m l y  o p p o s e d  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r 

v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  e c o n o my ^ a s  e v i d e n c e d  by h i s  d i s l i k e  o f  b o t h  

p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s  a nd  b o u n t i e s  and  was a s t r c t n g  d e f e n d e r  

o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ^ w h i  ch became  o b v i o u s  when he s e n t  

f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  t o  b r e a k  t h e  P u l l m a n  s t r i k e . ,  i n  18 9 4 .  f h u ^

b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c a n  be s a i d  t o  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t^' e
$

c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e c o n o mi c  l i b e r t y .  S t i l l ,  i t *  

mu s t  be r e me mb e r e d  t h a t  " t h e  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r   ̂ .

ft.

' <
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t ' he p o s t - C i v i l  War wer e  b a s e d % n  p a t r o n a g e ,  n o t  p r i n p j p ; ^ , ^

find t h e y  d i v i d e d  o v e r  s p o i l s  n o t  i s s u e s , "  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e
**■' .* V

men who we r e  mo s t  c l e a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l a i s s e z - f a i r e ^  

c o n s e r v a t i s m  and who h e l p e d  t o  p r o p a g a 7t £v  l i t ' w e r e  r iot  

p o l i t i c i a n s  b u t  r a t h e r  c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  e d i t o r s  and  

a u t h o r s . ®
» i

The l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s
•

p r o p o n e n t s ,  was t h e  o n l y  e c o n o m i c  t h e o r y  f i t  f o r  a f r e e  

s o c i e t y . .  Not  o n l y  d i d  i t  m a x i m i z e  f r e e d o m  b u t  i t  a l s o  

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r o d u c t ! v i t y .  o f  Ame r i c a n  i n d u s t r y .  Y e t ,  n o t  

a l l  A m e r i c a n s  we r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  was t h e
V

v i . ^e«l  t h e o r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  made i t  o u t  t o  b e .  T h e r e  we r e
'  • j

* many who we r e  d i s t r e s s e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e , by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

some A m e r i c a n s  we r e  b e c o mi n g  i n c r e d i b l y  w e a l t h y  w h i l e
't.

o t h e r s  we r e  m i r e d  i n  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  many

f e l t  t h a t  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  wo r k e d  t o  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f

f a r m e r s  a nd  w o r k e r s  and h e l p e d  o n l y  t h e  b u s i n e s s m e n  and  
"i n d u s t r i a l f s t s . I t  was t h e - g o a l  , t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  move men t s

l i k e  t h e  G r a n g e r s ,  P o p u l i s t s ,  P r o g r e s s i v e s ,  S o c i a l i s t s  and

\  l a b o r  u n i o n s  t o  r e me d y  t h e s e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  
V- x *

g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n .  Among o t h e r i  t h i n g s ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e
v ?

n a t i o f r a l  i z a t i o n  o f  some i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s y s t e m  o f  i nc ome  t a x
♦ Tr"

t o  r e d i s t r i b u t e ' w e a l t h ^ a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t

w o r k e r s  and  f a r m e r s  f r o m t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s m .
*■

■v  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  r e s i s t e d  t h e s e  move ment s

s i n c e  many o f  t h e s e  i d e a s ,  i f  e n a c t e d ,  woul d  mean r e s t r i c t i n g

r'.r,'

iki
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some r i g h t s  o f  p r o p e r t y .  The/ ' - sfew i nc ome  t a x  f o r  e x a m p l e ,

a s  o u t r i g h t  t h e f t  a n d  saw a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  r e g u l a t e  i n d u s t r y
1*

a s  u n w a r r a n t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  p r i v a t e  

p o s s e s s i o n s . ^  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  j u s t i f y  l a i s s e z -
y r ,

f a i r e  e c o n o m i c s ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a d o p t e d  a p h i l o s o p h y  known 

a s  S o c i a l  D a r w i n i s m .

^ S o c i a l  D a r w i n i s m  was a t h e o r y  d e v e l o p e d  by an E n g l i s h 

man named H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r  w h i c h  t r i e d  t o  j u s t i f y  l a i s s e z -  

f a i r e  on s c i e n t i f i c  g r o u n d s .  S p e n c e r  s i m p l y  a p p l i e d  

C h a r l e s  D a r w i n ' s  t h e o r y '  o f  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  humans  l i k e  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  we r e  

s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l aw o f  n a t u r e  w h i c h  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  i n - i b e  

s t r u g g l e  £ o r  s u r v i v a l  o n l y  t h e  f i t  s h o u l d  r e m a i n .  T h i s  

was n o t  c r u e l  b u t  n e c e s s a r y  i f  t h e  s p e c i e s  was  t o  i m p r o v e .  

f.?.‘ In t h e  c a s e  o f  man t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  ' t he  weak i n  e a c h  

1 g e n e r a t i o n  was c r e a t i n g  a f r e e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  Spencer - ^
V- t  '

c o n t e n d e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  t o
%

p r o t e c t  t h e  weak* u p s e t  t h e  l aw o f  n a t u r e  and  s e t  b a q k  

" s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .  " I t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v i v a l  Q,f t h e  u n f i t
i*

• . and t h e  w e i g h t i n g  down o f  s o c i e t y  w i t h  d e a d  t i m b e r .
4. I

Go v e r n me n t  a c t i o n  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

and  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  t r u e  f r e e d o m . " ^ 1 On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,

1 a i s s e z - f a - i r e  ;e c o n o m i c s  s eeme d  t o  c o n f o r m  w i t h  t h e  l a w o f

n a t u r e ,  s i n c e  i t  g u a r a n t e e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  and
6 '- '. .

t a l e n t e d  wou l d  be s u c c e s s f u l  w h i l e  t h e  l a z y ,  i g n o r a n t ,  and  

i n c a p a b l e  wou' ld f a i l .  "The r i c h  man ,  who had n o t  o n l y
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survived but  had d r a s t i c a l l y  impr.o^d h i s  pos i t ion*; in
12s o c i e t y ,  was b e s t  e n t i t l e d  t o  s i r e  a new g e n e r a t i o n . "  f .

T h i s ,  t h e n ,  was t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v 

a t i v e s  e m b r a c e d  t o  v i n d i c a t e :  l a i s s e z - f a i r e .  ' "To a g e n e r -  

a t i o n  s i n g u l a r l y  e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  ^ c o m p e t i t i v e  p u r s u i t  o f

i n d u s t r i a l  w e a l t h  i t  g a ve  c o s m i c  s a n c t i o n  t o  f r e e  c o m p e t i -
13 ^t i o n . "  The l e a d i n g  e x p o n e n t  o f vS o c i a l  Da r wi n i s m i n  ^

Ame r i c a  was a c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r  named W i l l i a m  Graham Sufnner .

■ L i k e  S p e n c e r ,  Sumner  t r i e d  t o  i go i n  e v o l u t i o n  t o  l a i s s e ^ -

f a i r e  e c o n o m i c s  i n  h i s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .

L a i s s e z - f a i r e  econ- t hni cs ,  he a r g u e d ,  was a s y s t e m  t h a t

V e n s u h e d  t h a t  e a c h  man woul d  be f r e e  t o  c o mp e t e  f o r  s u r v i v a l
■' * i .

w i t h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  f a v o u r i n g  a n y o n e , w i t h  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  n a t u r e ' s  p l a n  t h e  weak wou l d  l o s e  o u t  and  t h e -  

r a c e  w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i m p r o v e .  As he p u t  i t ,

\
The m i l l i o n a i r e s  a r e  a p r o d u c t  o f  n a t u r a l  
s e l e c t i o n ,  a c t i n g  on t h e  wh o l e  body  o f  men,  
t o  p i c k  o u t  t h o s e  who c a n  me e t  t h e  r e q u i r e 
me n t s  o f  c e r t a i n  work t o  be d o n e  . . . They 
g e t  h i g h  wages  and  l i v e  i n  l u x u r y , ^ u t  t h e  
b a r g a i n  i s  a good one f o r  s o c i e t y .

-

Sumner  b a s e d  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  on t h e  i d e a  t h a t  e v e r y  man

s h o u l d  ha ve  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  go a s  f a r  a s  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e
*

and d r i v e  c a n  t a k e  hi m.

In t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Sumner  became one  o f  

t h e  mos t  o u t s p o k e n  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  1 a i s s e z - f a i r e ,  as  he 

v i g o u r o u s l y  s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  a ny  k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n

ya
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k'" * ^w h i c h  he f e l t  r e s u l t e d  o u t  o f  .a ^ s&' l f i s h  d e s i r e  o f  some

p e o p l e  t o  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  wh i c h  o t h e r s  mu s t  p a y .  Goverrw-
- < *

me nt  i n t e r f e r e n c e  on b e h a l f  o f  . t h e  p o o r ,  he a r g u e d ,  c u r t a i l 

ed m a n ' s  e c o n o mi c  f r e e d o m  and u p s e t  n a t u r e ' s  p l a n .  Mor e -

o v e r ,  i t  was b a s i c a l l y  u n f a i r  i n ' t h a t  i t  h e l p e d  t h e  uTi f i t
<

a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h o s e  who we r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  L i f e  was me a n t  

■to-!be a s t r u g g l e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  r i c h  owed n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  p o o r  a'cd o u g h t  n o t  

t o  be . t a x e d  f o r  b e n e f i t .  He f e l t  t h a t  a n y  " s c he me

f f r r  c o d d l i n g  and  h e l p i n g  w a g e - e a r n e r s  , f o r  ma k i n g  t h e  r i c h

-*>pay f o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e  p o o r  w a n t e d  i s  i mmor a l  t o  t h e  v e r y  t
- K ’t* : ̂ 4 * 15

l a s t  d e g r e e  and  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  s i m p l e s t  common s e n s e . "
f  - V

£ Any p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  he f e l t ,  w o u l d . o n l y  l e a d  t o  t h e
' ? s4- ‘ *

• d e g e n e r a t i 0 o f  s o c i e t y .  In 1 8 8 3 ' he w r o t e ,  " s o c i e t y  n e e d s

f i r s t  o f  a l l ’ t o  be f r e e d  f r o m t h e s e  m e d d l e r s - t h a t  i s  t o

be l e t  a l o n e .  Her e  we a r e  t h e n , ^ . n c e  mor e  b a c k  a t  t h e  o l d

d o e i t j i i e ' . - l . a i s s e z - f a i r e .  L e t  us  t r a n s l a t e n t  i n t o  b l u n t
. Vi

S-'i Engl  i sh„>-and i %v$i , l l  r e a d ,  mi n d . y , o u r  own b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s

n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  dd^ t r - i ^ i e  o f  l i b e r t y .  Le t  e v e r y  man be
1116h a ppy  i n  h i s  own way.

“ D e s p i t e  h i s  r i g i d  . j^r fvief  . in i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  Sunfner

R e a l i z e d  t h a t  some p r o b l e m s  c o u l d  d n l y  be s o l v e d  by
. ., f t  y.v.

c o l  1 e c t i  ye^c. t i-o' rY'? Y e t ,  t h a t  d i d  n o t  mean he s u p p o r t e d

g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n  f o r  s o l v i n g  some p r o b l e m s ,  f o r  on " t he  

^  c o n t r a r y , he f e l t  t h a ?  i nd i  v y i u a l  s‘ s h o u l  d p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n -
i.- * v *•., 'vj,,

y  t e r e ^ t s  by f o r m i n g  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Fo r

X •
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i n s t a n c e ,  he s u p p o r t e d  t*he f o r m a t i o n  o f ' l a b o r  u n i o n s  wh i c h  

he saw a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  to.  s t a t e  s o c i a l i s m  a n d  a s  an 

i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  e c o n o mi c  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h ^  w o r k i n g  

ma n . ’

. The  s a f e t y  o f  workmen f r o m  m a c h i n e r y ,  t h e  
V e n t i l a t i o n  and  s a n i t a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  

by f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r e c a u t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  
p r o c e s s e s ,  t h e  h o u r s  o f  . l a b o r  o f  women and  
c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  s c h o o l i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  l i m i t s  
o f  a g e  f o r  e mp l o y e d  c h i l d r e n ,  Sunday  w o r k ,  h o u r s  
o f  l a b o r ,  t h e s e  and  o t h e r  l i k e  m a t t e r s  o u g h t  
t o  be c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  men t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  many o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s m e n  

who e n d o r s e d  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  w e r e  i n  f a c t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  

t h e i r  s u p p o r t ^  a s  many o f  t he m a c t u a l l y  a p p r o v e d  o f  g o v e r n -  

me n t  a c t i o n  i f  i t  h e l p e d  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  some way.

Sumner  was v e r y  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  . b e l i e f s  h o w e v e r  i n  t h a t
j . .  J  . J

he c o nde mne d  t h e  r i c h  who u s e d  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  own
t

^ e l f i s h  p u r p o s e s .  In  f a c t ,  he " r a n  a t h w a r t  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f

mo s t  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  by c o n d e m n i n g

H a m i l t o n i a n  m e r x a n t i  1 i^sm and a ny  f o r m o f  s t a t e  i n t e r f e r e n c e

v i a  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  s u b v e n t i o n s  o r  m o n e t a r y  p o l i c i e s

f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e  r i c h  , as e n e r g e t i c a l l y  a s  he d i d  s o c i a l i s m
18  "and  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m . "  I t  was n o t  t h e  m i l l i o n a i r e  i n d u s t 

r i a l i s t  whom Sumner  a d m i r e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s

man who wor k e d  h a r d  and  who d i d  n o t  l o o k  f o r  h a n d o u t s .
-■V*.

Ar f o t he r  i m p o r t a n t  c h a mp i o n  of- 1a i s s e z - f a i r e  was t h e  ■
V

w e a l t h y  i n d u s t r i a l i s t ,  Andrew C a r n e g i e .  A r r i v i n g  in*.
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America as a poor young immigca'rit, Carnegie went on to

& become one- Of t h e  r i c h e s t  men i n  t h e  w o r l d  a nd  t h u s  was a-** ** **' .
• L *

l i v i n g  symbol  o f  wh a t  l a i s s e : z - f a i r e  was a l l  a b o u t w - U n i i k e  . *

mo s t  o t h e r  w e a l t h y  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  C a r n e g i e  w r o t e  b o o k s

a nd  ga ve  s p e e c h e s  g l o r i f y i n g  t h e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  had  p e r m i t t e d

him t o  go f r o m p o v e r t y  t o  w e a l t h .  L i k e  Sumner and  S p e n c e r

he was a f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  S o c i a l  D a r w i n i s m .  He o n c e  w r o t e ,
s

We a c c e p t  and  w e l c o m e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  c o n d i t i o n s  
t o  w h i c h  we mu s t  a c c o mmo d a t e  o u r s e l v e s ,  g r e a t  

■ i n e q u a l i t y  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r i a j l i ^ a n d  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n  t h e  
h a n d s  o f  a - f e w ,  and  t h o J l a w  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e s e ,  a s  be i ng -  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i c i a l ,  
b u t  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s % © f  t h e  
r a c e .  r '

He was a l s o  o f  c o u r s e  o p p o s e d  t o  a ny  k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  l e g 

i s l a t i o n .  He f e l t  t h a t ,
*. .

t h e  s o c i a l i s t  o r  a n a r c h i s t  who s e e k s  t o  o v e r 
t u r n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  to.  be r e g a r d e d  a s  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  upon wh i c h  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

j,  . i t s e l f  r e s t s ,  f o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o o k  i t s  s t a r t  f r o m 
'* c h e  day  t h a t  t h e  c a p a b l e  i n d u s t r i o u s  workmen

s a i d  t o  h i s  i n c o m p e t e n t  and  l a z y  f e l l o w  ‘ i f  t h o u  
d o s t  n o t  sow t h o u  s h a l t  n o t  r e a p 1 and  t h u s  e n d e d  
p r i m i t i v & ? communi sm by s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  d r o n e s  f r om 
t h e  b e e s >  \

C a r n e g i e  was a l s o  o f . t h e  o p i n i o n - t h a t  t h e  r i c h  had -a’* 

d u t y  t o  u s e  t h e i r  w e a l t h  f o r  t h e  good o f  s o c i e t y .  ^

T h i s ,  t h e n  i s  h e l d  t o ' b e  t h e  d u t y  o f ' t h e  man o f  
we a ' i t h  . . . t ^ v p r o v i d e  m o d e r a t e l y  f o r  t h e  , 
l e g i t i m a t e  war i t V' Of  t h o s e  d e p e n d e n t  upon him' ; 
and  a f t e r  d o i n g  so  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  s u r p l u s . - vo  
r e v e n u e s  whi ch,  come t o  him s i m p l y  a s  a t r u s V  
f u n d  wh i c h  he i s  . c a l l e d  upon t o  a d m i n i s t e r
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and s t r i c t l y - ^ o u n d  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  d u t y  t o  
a d m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  ma n n e r  w h i c h  i n  h i s  j u d g e 
ment  i s  b e s t  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t j ^  mo s t  

• b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  t o  t h e  c o m mu n i t y .

Carnekp&,  c e r t a i n l y  p r a c t i c e d  w h a t  he p r e a c h e d ^  f o r  he . 

d i s t r i b u t e d  v a s t  a mo u n t s  o f  money t o  s u p p o r t  v a r i o u s  

pj fTl Tnt Thropi c  c a u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n t r u c t i o n  o f  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  l i b r a r i e s  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  ;

T h e r e  a l s o  e m e r g e d  i n  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  A me r i c a  

a r e l i g i o u s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  wh i c h  was 

known a s  t h e  Gos pe l  o f  W e a j t h .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v i e w i t  

was t h e  d u t y  o f  e v e r y  man t o  a c q u i r e  w e a l t h  so t h a t  he 

c o u l d  h e l p  t h e  p o o r .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  was m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  

w e a l t h  was a s i g n  o f  m a n ' s  v i r t u e  a nd  m o r a l i t y  and t ha t -y&ny
-r ^  ' »  *

a . t t e m p t ' t o  r e s t r i c t  a m a n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  r i c h e s  was 

g o i n g  a g a i n s t  G o d ' s  w i l l .  One B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  d e c l a r e d  i t  

was t h e  d u t y  o f  e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  t o  g e t  r i c h  s i n c e  money 

p r i n t e d  b i b l e s ,  b u i V t  c h u r c h e s  and  p a i d  p r e a c h e r s .  He a l s o

f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s . a  m i s t a k e  t o  e q ^ t e  p i e t y  w i t h  p o v e r t y .
■*' j

" L e t  us r e me mb e r "  he d e c l a r e d  " t h e r e  i s  n o t  a p o o r  ;k;erls‘dhf
v . s*

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  who was n o t  made p o o ^ b ^ h ’i s  own
 J.- * • 22

s h o r t c o m i n g s  o r  by t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  someone  . e T ^ s e ' , '

I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  s u p p o r t e d

by S u mn e r ,  C a r n e g i e  a nd  t h e  Gos pe l  o f  We a l t h  t h e o l o g y  was

n o t  j u s t  a d h e r e d  t o  by t h e ' e l i t e s  o f  Ame r r ba n  s o c i e t y .  In

f a c t . ,  a b r o a d  ma s s  o f  A me r i c a n s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  jpq'Ticy o f

l a i s s e z - f a i r e . .  - "The  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  was  t h r o u g t y ’-’iiidiv.WuaT.ism

*  • •cm"'* ¥ .
t f ' t .  r  *  V -  •
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and  c o m p e t i t i v e  . f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  ^Amet^' cn w a s ^ b u i l t ,  and  

t h a t  t h e  man o f  nfeans c a n  r e s p o n ^ - b l y - '  . d e t e r m i n e ,  how he

Vf̂ i 11  d i s p o s e  o f  h i s  g a i n s ,  was a w i d e l y  h e l d  p o p u l a r  t e n e t
• >  -■ifc . ^ ’ 7 . ■ \
•w f\: " 1 2 3 • ■ -'-i» V ' ^ w h i c h  has  b r o a d  c u r r e n c y  e ^ e n  i n  o u r  d a y .

D e s p i t e  t h e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v 

a t i v e s  , ' ^nany r e f o r m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  c u r t a i l  b u s i n e s s  and  h e l p  

t h e  p o o r  w e l r e k e n a c t e d  b e t w e e n  1896 and  1 9 1 8 ,  a t i m e  p e r i o d  

w h i c h  saw th.e r i s e  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  move men t  w h i c h  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  t h r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t  

a c t i o n .  Many o f  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  r e f o r m s  wer» a s s o c i a t e d -  w i t h  

T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  who was  P r e s i d e n t  f r o m 19f i l  t o  1909 .

Among o t h e r  ' t ’hings*'  he  ma na ge d  t o  b r e a k  up some o f  t h e  l a ' r g ' e r

• V;r ‘ t r u s t s ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  power  " t o  r e g u l a t e  b u s i n e s s
*

and i s s u e d  a s e r i e s  o f ^ E x e c u t i  v e ' A c t s  d e s i g n e d  t o  cons e r - ve
* •*' -

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  i t '  s h o u l d  

be r e m e m b ' l r e d . t h a t  R o o s e v e l t  was a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  t h o u g h
^  y  *4* *

h i s * £ r a n d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i  sm >ntOfe c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l  e s t h a t  o f ' ; ,  

v " A1 e x a n d e r 4 1 a m i  1 t o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  Andrew C a r h e g i e .  L i k e

V H a m i l t o n ,  R o o s e v e l t  g l o r i f i e d  mi 1 i t a r j ^ p o w e r  a nd  f e l t  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ■needed a s t r o n g  a c t i v e  P r e s i d e n t  and  a
1 f*.

• | e d d V a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  wou l d  i n t e r v e n e  i n ’ t h e  economy

f o r  t h e  good o f  ^the c o u n t r y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  R o o s e v e l t  d e s p i s e d

b o t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  and  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  

o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  p r e f e r r i n g  i n s t e a d  t h e  v i r t u  e s  and  v a l u e s
A ^

o f  mi l i t ar i sm. ' . - ; -  T h e r e f o r e ,  h i s  r e f o r m s  we r e  a c t u a l l y

** d e s i g n e d  t o  c h e c k  b o t h  p h i l o s o p h i e s ;
' **

*K tX '*  S •‘S-
■" .><...  - X

•».v, ' ■ ■ ^  * 
f  -n ‘ *5- -i *.

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- - i *■ '" v - ■*
tye a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y ' s

?'» -
s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  was S u i c i d a l , s i n c e  i t .

c r e a t e d  an e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  wh i c t e  t h e  h a t e d  s o c i a l i s t s  c o u l d

t h r i v e .  As he o n c e  d e c ! a r e d ,
r* •

• The dul ' T,  p u r b l i n d  f o l l y  o f  t h e  v e r y  r i c h  men?
t h e i r j g r e e d  and  a r r o g a n c e  . ’ . and  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  
i n  b u s i n e s s  and  p o l i t i c s ,  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  p r o d u c e  

• a v e r y  u n h e a l t h y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  and  
i r r i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  m i n d ,  w h i c h  s hows  i t 
s e l f  i n  t h e g f l r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  s o c i a l i s t i c  
p r o p a g a n d a .

* •  <  • -

V.- Thus  by i n t r o d u c i n g  h f s  own r e f o r ms ^  R o o s e v e l t  hoped  t o

u n d e r c u t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t i c  move ment s  and  t h e r e b y  s a v e  t h e

b u s i n e s s m e n  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s . '  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1902 
i r  *

' d u r i n g  a m i n e r s '  s t r i k e ,  he wo r k e d  o u t  a c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n

t h e  w o r k e r s  and  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  wh i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r
•  ̂ mf

t o  make some c o n c e s s i o n s .  R o o s e v e l t ' s  m o t i v a t i o n  i n  p r o 

d u c i n g  t h . i s  a g r e e m e n t  w a s ,  a s  he s a i d ,  " t o  s a v e  t h e  great" '  

c o a l  o p e r a t o r s  a n d ' ’••all t h e  c l a s s  o f  b i g ; . p r o p e r t i e d  men,  o f
s  "* *1 ^

wh i c h  t h e y  we r e  member s  f r o m t h e  d r e a d f u l  p u n i s h m e n t  wh i c h

t h e i r  own f o l l y  wo u l d  h a ve  b r o u g h t  on t hem i f  I had n o t  ^
25 * ̂  &a c t e d . "  L i k e w i s e  ,. when R o o s e v e l t ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  a b i l l

r e g u l a t i n g  r a i l w a y  r a i t e - c o n t r o l  e a r n e d  him t h e  p r o t e s t s

o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  he d e c l a r e d ,  " I  t h i n k  t h e y

a r e  v e r y  s h o r t s i g h t e d  n o t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t o  b e a t . i t

means  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  move ment  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t
^ 2.6 •*1 . o wn e r s h i p  o f  r a i l r o a d s . "  >

F i n a l l y ,  h i s  r e f o r m s  we r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  

O

J*
\
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c o r p o r a t i o n s  f r o m b e c o m i n g  t o o  s t r o n g  s^ince t h e r e  was t h e  

dange r - Ct ha ' t  t h e y  wo u l d  become^ r.i v a l  s o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n -
» c ■ . > f •

me n t  i t s e l f .  " B i g n e s s  i n  b u s i n e s s  f i l l e d  him w i t h  f o r e b o d -

i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  p r e s a g e d  a day: wiien t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i g h t
'S

be  h e l d  i n  t h r a l l  by t h o s e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  i n t e r e s t s  he had 

a l w a y s  h e l d  i n . ^ c o n t e m p t , a ' v u l g a r  t y r a n n y  o f  me r e  w e a l t h ' "  

He w a n t e d  t o  make s u r e  t h e ^ ' m o r a l s  o f  b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  became
i

t h e  m o r a l s  o f  t h e  s t a j t e .  In.  o r d e r  t o  c h e c k ,  t h e  powe r  o f  

b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  R o o s e v e l t  u ^ e d  a n t i - t r u s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  w e l l  

a '" ,■ a s  e n f o r c i n g  c u r r e n t  r ^ g u l a t i o n s - a g a i n s t  m o n o p o l y .

A n o t h e r  P r e s i d e n t  who d i s m i s s e d  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e
i

~ p h i l o s o p h y  was Woodrow W i l s o n ,  who h e l d  o f f i c e  f r o m 1913

t o  1921 .  Wi l s o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  f e ' t f e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  had a 

-<> d u t y  tio e q u a l i z e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  d n d u s t r y  and  a g r i c u l t 

ur e .  and  b e t w e e n  l a b o r  a nd  c a p i t a l  by a i d i n g  t h e  w e a k e r  s i d e  

I t  i s  i r o n i . c  t h a t  a s  a young  man Wi l s o n  was a d e d i c a t e d  

• s u p p o r t e r  o f  1 a i s s e z - f a i r e _ ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  G r o v e r

C l e v e l a n d  was one  o f  t h e  b e s t  P r e s i d e n t s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
2 8e v e r  h a d .  G r a d u a l l y  t h o u g h ,  he a b a n d o n e d  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  

t o  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  and  by t h e  t i m e  he was e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  

he was  w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  po we r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o r r e c t  

wh a t  he f e l t  we r e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a f f l i c t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y .

Of a l l  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  A m e r i c a ,  W i l s o n . w a s  

mo s ^  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t r u s t  o r  m o n o p o l i e s  

w h i c h  he f e l t  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m p e t e  u n f a i r l y  w i t h  s m a l l e r  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  t h e r e b y  t h r e a t e n i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e  f r e e d o m .  Y e t ,

<•

*-■
. . .  • . >  ^
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he w a s - c a r e f u l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h '  b e t w e e n  t r u s t s  w h i c h  he 

• c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  wr ong  a*nd b i g  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i c h  he  /
'■v

s u p p o r t e d .  He c o u l d  s u p p o r t  b i g  b u s i n e s s  w h i l e  o p p o s i n g -

t r u s t §  b e c a u s e  a s  he p u t  i t ,  “ a t r u s t  i s  an a r r a n g e m e n t  t o

V. g e t  r i d  o f  c o m p e t i  t f o l i  and  a b i g  b u s i n e s s  i s  a b u s i n e s s  t h a t

ha s  s u r v i v e d  compet i t i on by c o n q u e r i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  i n -
29t e l l  i g e n c e  -and e c o n o m y . "  I t  was t h e  t r u s t s ,  wh i c h  s e t  up

a r t i f i c i a l  > b a r r . j « r s  t o  f r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h a t  W i l s o n  was

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  w \ t h  t h e  h e l p  o.f s t a t e  p o w e r .

THs b a t t l e  w i t h  m o n o p o l i e s  b e g a n  i n  1914 w i t h  t h e  I

p a s s a g e  b y ^ C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  C l a y t o n  a n t i - t r u s t  b i l l  wh i c h

was me a n t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  She r ma n  a n t i - t r u s t  a c t  o f  1 8 9 0 .
. *

* ' ■ 4*
T h e n ,  i n  t h a t  same,  y e a r ,  Wi l s o n  managed  t o  g e t  C o n g r e s s

i  .
t o  p a s s  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a d e  Co mmi s s i o n  b i l l  wh i c h  o u t l a w e d

u n f a i r  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  and  c r e a t e d  a F e d e r a l T r a d e  Commi s s i on  
^  ' / 

wh i c h  w a s t o  r e g u l a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n .

Wi l s o n  was a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  t l ha t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m
yo f  1 a i s s e z - f a / i r e . and t h e  r e s i j / l . t a n t  r i s e  o f  b i g  b u s i n e s s

\
had c a u s e d  p e o p l e  t o  l o s e  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

t o w a r d s  o t h e r s .  "The  t r u t h " ,  Wi l s o n  o n c e  r e m a r k e d ,  " i s  we

- a r e  a l l  c a u g h t  i n  a g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  wh i c h  i s  h e a r t -  
30l e s s . "  He b e l i e v e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t  had  a d u t y ' t o  p u t  c o n t r o l s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  on

t h e  " h e a r t l e s s "  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  b e c a u s e  human r i g h t s  we r e

b e i n g  i g n o r e d  by i m p e r s o n a l ,  l a r g e  s c a l e  i n d u s t i r e s .  T h u s ,
*

Wi l s o n  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s  t o  Xongress  wh i c h  s e t  e i g h t  h o u r

•v
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iw'

work d a y s  f o r  r a i l w a y  w o r k e r s ,  r e g u l a t e d  c h i  1 c t ' t a b o r  and  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o m p e n s a t i o n  l a w f o r  c i v i l ' s e r v i c e  w o r k e r s .

Al l  t h e s e  b i l l s  w e r e  p a s s e d ,  b u t tt h e  one  c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d
■v.

XT
l a b o r  was l a t e r  d e c l a r e d . u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  by t h e  Supr eme

^   ̂ /  i ^ c' , \
i  C o u r t .  /

^ W i l s o n ' s  p o l i c y  o f  p o s i t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  was known a s
’ • 4’ - — '  ■v

t h e  New . Fr eedom a n d  i t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  " a r r e s t  t h e  e x p l o i t -
y

a t i o n  o f  t h e  camfmuni t y , t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  t h e

g r o w i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  p o l i t i c s  by i n s i d e r s  . and  t o  r e s t o r e  a t

31f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e , c o m p e t i t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  b u s i n e s s . "

, I t  mu s t  be r e me mb e r e d  t h a t ' ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
V

g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  e r a ,  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  as- a w h o l e ,  s t i l l  a d h e r e d  t o  and  p r e s e r v e d

f o r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t  t h e \ i d e a l s  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i s m .

I n d e e d ,  W i l s o n ' s  New Fr eedom was f o r g o t t e n  d u r i n g  A m e r i c a ' s

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Wor l d  War One and  t h e  wh o l e  P r o g r e s s i v e

movement  was d e a d  by 1 9 20 .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  l a i s s e z - f a i r e

c o n s e r v a t i  sm r e a s s e r t e d . i t s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  A me r i c a n  f e d e r a l

p o l i t i c s  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e s

l i k e C a l v i n  C o o l i d g e  and  H e r b e r t  H o o v e r .  I t  can  be s a i d ,
%

i n  f a c t , -  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  l a i s s e z - f a i r e

32c o n s e r v a t i s m  was n e v e r . m o r e  p r e s t i g i o u s  o r  r e p u t a b l e .
v

-  v U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t s ' - g l o r y  was s h o r t l  i ved , .  f o r  i n  1929 ,

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was h i t  by-<the G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  wh i c h  

n o t  o n l y  c r i p p l e d  t h e  Ame r i c a n  economy b u t  a l s o  k i l l e d  

■s' l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i s m .
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What  c a u s e d  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  i s  s t i l l  ^  m a t t e r  o f \

c o n t r o v e r s y .  Some a r g u e  t h a t  Ame r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m  had

s i m p l y  e x h a u s t e d  i t s e l  £ whi  l.p o t h e r s  b l a me  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,
4 L' , ~
«*v

^ on m o n o p o l i e s  w h i c h  t h e y  c l a i m  b r o u g h t  va b o u t  t h e  c o l l a p s e  

w i t h  p r i c e  f i x i n g ,  u n d e r c o n s u m p t i o n  a nd  u n f a i r l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  

i n c o m e s .  S t i l h  o t h e r s  b l a me  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  o f  

t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e l f - r e g u l a t i n g  

p r o c e s s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  Eu r o p e  was u n n a t u r a l l y  

weak due  t o  Wor l d  War One.  But  w h i l e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  r e m a i n  i n  d o u b t ,  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  a s  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t s  i t  had  on t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e c o n o m y . .  By 1932 

.• t h e  g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  nad d e c l i n e d  

f r o m £ 1 0 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  " F a c t o r y  e mp l o y me n t  

d e c l i n e d  by o n e - t h i r d ,  a nd  t h e  numbe r  o f  u n e mp l o y e d  s h o t '
v

up f r o m 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  n e a r l y  t w e l v e  m i l l i o n .  The p r o d u c t i o n  *

o f  d u r a b l e  m a n u f a c t u r e s  f e l l  by more  t h a n  70 p e r  c e n t  b e t w e e n

J u n e  1929 a"nd J u n e  1932 and  e v e n  o u t p u t  o f  n o n d u r a b l e

m a n u f a c t u r e s  d e c r e a s e d  by o n e - t h . i r d  . 
x

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  e c o n o mi c  m e s s ,  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  '

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w e r e  p u t  on t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  f o r  i p  t h e  p o p u l a r  

mi nd t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  p h i l o s o p h y  was d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  w h i c h  Ame r i c a  was* e x p e r i e n c i n g .  In - add

i t i o n ,  t h e  Ame r i c a n  p e o p l e  d e s p e r a t e l y  w a n t e d  some k i n d  o f  

p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  f r o m t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t , " bo t h  t o  f i n d  

a way o u t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s l ump and t o  a i d  t h o s e  r u i n e d  

by t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  Y e t ,  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  w i t h  i t s  e m p h a s i s
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on indri  v i d u a l  i sm arid n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  i n t - e r f  e r e r ^ce  c o u l d

o f f e r  o n l y  t h e  p r o m i s e  t h a t  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  wo u l d  r u n  i t s '
% <**

c o u r s e  and  t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y  wou l d  soon  r e t u r n .  Not  S u r 

p r i s i n g l y  t h e n ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  wh i c h  had  g u i d e d  t h e  Uj i i t ed
I

.*?• S t a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War was s u d d e n l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  and
.  ;

a b a n d o n e d .  I t  was s t i g m a t i z e d  a s  an i n e f f e c t i v e  and  c r u e l
j

i d e o l o g y  w h i c h  had  l e d  A me r i c a  t o  e c o n o m i c  d i s a s t e r .

D i s i l l u s i o n e d  by t h e . s e e m i n g  f a i l u r e  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e ,  

A m e r i c a n s  t u r n e d  t o  a new and  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  

p h i l o s o p h y  wh i c h  p r o m i s e d  t o  u s h e r  i n  an e r a  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .  

T h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  w h i c h  was  t o  t r a n s f o r m  Ame r i c a n  s o c i e t y  

was l i b e r a l i s m .

In a b a n d o n i n g  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  i n  f a v o u r  o f  l i b e r a l i s m ,
7

t h e  Ame r i c a n  - p e o p l e  i n i t i a t e d  a r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  wou l d  

dramat i ca- l ly,  a l t e r  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

g o v e r n m e n t .  The r i s e  t o  power  o f  l i b e r a l s  i n  1933 c a n  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  as  a. r e v o l u t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  p h i l o s o ' p h y  o f  

l i b e r a l i s m  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m 

l a i s s e z - f a i r e .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo p h i l o s o p h i e s  

i s  q u i c k l y  made a p p a ' r e n t  when l i b e r a l i s m  i s  e x a m i n e d  and 

d e f i n e d .

One d e f i n i t i o n  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  was p u t  f o r w a r d  by
i

W i l l a i m  G e r b e r  who—w r o t e ,

j.
L i b e r a l i s m  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g o v e r r i m e n t s ,  s h o u l d  so 
a c t - o r  r e f r a i n  f r o m a c t i n g - a s  t o  l i b e r a t e  a s  
many i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  p o s s i b l e  f r o m a s  many s h a c k l e s

■* \
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a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t ^ Gv s V’t u . r n i n g  b a s i c  s o c i a l  
m a c h i n e r y .  " S h a c k l e s "  h e r e  m e a n ^  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
w h i c h  p r e v e n t  an i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  

* c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  " C o n s t r u c t i v e
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s "  a r e  t h o s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t a l e n t s ,  , - 
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a i m s ,  d e s i r e s  a nd  h o p e s  o f  a n y  one  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  wh i c h  w i l l  n o t  
i mpede  and  may e n h a n c e ,  l i k e  f u l f i l l m e n t  on t h e  
p a r t  o f  o t h e r s .

In s i m p l e r ' t e r m s  i t  c a n  be s a i d  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  b e l i e v ^ ,  

t h e  ^ g o v e r n me n t  s h o u l d  be  u s e d  a s  an i n s t r u m e - n t  t o  i mp r o v e
rf i  V -

t h e  human c o n d i t i o n .  T h e i r  i d e a - l o g y ,  wh i c h  i s  s i m i l a r  t o

t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i a l i s m  o f  E u r o p e ,  i s  b a s e d  upon  a d i s t r u s t

of. i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  and  v o l u n t a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  The

l i b e r a l  " b e l i e v e s  t h a t  p a t t e r n s  o f  human b e h a v i o u r  u n d e r

s u c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y ,  w r o n g ,  h a r m f u l ,  s t u p i d  a n d .
*

m a l i c i o u s  a nd  ' t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  p r e v e n t e d  by t £ e  c o n s t a n t
>. ,SV  '•

35.* and  p e r v a s i v e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t . "  M o r e o v e r ,
j

l i b e r a l s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  a r e  more  

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e .  Thus   ̂

t h e y  o f t e n  r a t i o n a l i z e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  f r e e d o m  by s a y i n g  

i t  w i l l  h e l p  " m i n o r i t i e s " ,  " l a b o r "  o r  t h e  “ p o o r " .

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  w h i c h  H i b e r a l s  f e e l  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  

s o l v e .  They a d v o c a t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  

f r o m p o l l u t ^ ^ n  and  r a c i s m  t o  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e s .  Of c o u r s e ^

l i b e r a l s  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t he .  g o v e r n m e n t  can  s o l v e  •

e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  t h r o u g h  new r e g u l a t i o n s ,  c o n t r o l s ,  

s u b s i d i e s  and  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r 

f e r e n c e .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  r e d u c e  i n d i v i d u a l%
e c o n o m i c  l i b e r t y  means  l i t t l e  t o  t hem s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  l i t t l e
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f a i t h  i n  an  economy t h a t  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  d e c i s i o n s  and

^  ^  wor k  o f  f r e e  . p e o p l e  who work i n d n v i d u a l l y  a nd  in.  v o l u n t a r y

**,<. c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  e c o n o m y ,  l i b e r a l s  c o n t e n d , s h o u l d  {>•«.
-  • *•«

r e g a r d e d ^  u n f a i r  and  u n n e c e s s a r y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  f a v o u r  -r *
- p l a n n e d  economy d i r e c t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  . T h i s

was made c l e a r  by t h e  l i b e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  A m e r i c a n s  f o r
"?• y » >

D e m o c r a t i c  A c t i o n ,  when i t ,  d e c l a r e d ,  " r h e  b l i n d  f o r c e s  o f
. f V t

t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  c a n n o t  be d e p e n d e d  upon ei fthei r .  t o  a c h i e v e

f u l l  e m p l o y me n t  and  v i g o r o u s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  o r  t o  d i v e r t
* •*.' V

v e c o n o mi c  r e s o u r c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s .

Fo r  t h e s e -  p u r p o s e s  we n e e d  d e m o c r a t i c  n a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  t o  

V ^ e v a l u a t e  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  atfd n e e d s  and  t o  d e v e l o p  arf  o r d e r
■ . ‘ '  f *o f  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t o  o u r  

n e V d s . " ^

Of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p l a n n i n g  wou l d  r e q u i r e  a

c e n t r a l i z e d  and  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  g o v e r n m e n t .  As a r e s u l t ,
* ^  A ■ h * i

' l i b e r a l s  " f a v o u r  b i g  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r e f e r a b l y  o n e . f r e e  o f  t h e

l i m i t i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

% L i b e r a l i s m  i s  a n t a g o n i s t i c  n o t  o n l y  t o  l a i s s e z - f a i r e

c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  . which i t  r e p l a c e d  a s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  . p h i l o s o p h y * *

^ i n  A m e r i c a ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  v a l u e s  wh i c h  h a ve  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e

v Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e

F e d e r a l i s t s .  V a l u e s  s u c h  a s  f r e e d o m  o v e r  e q u a l i t y ,

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  l i m i t e d  g ove r nme n t ^  and  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f
/

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a r e  d o w n g r a d e d ' b y  l i b e r a l s .

I t  w i l l  now be n e c e s s a r y  t o  o u t l i n e  b r i e f l y  t h e  p o l i c i e s

n
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wh i c h  l i b e r a ]  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  e n d o r s e d  b e t w e e n  1932 and  

1950 .  They l e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  mo d e r n  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m .

The a s c e n t  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  b e g a n  i n  t h e  mi d t o  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  

when t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  wh i c h  b y  t h a t  t i m e  was i n  a s t a t e
i

o f  d i s r e p a i r ,  b e g a n  t o  a d o p t  a nd  p r e a c h  %ome o f  i t s  i d e a l s .  

Then i n  1 9 3 J ,  K ^ b e r a l i s m  was c a t a p u l t e d  i n t o  p owe r  when t h e  

D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  t o o k  c o n t r o l . o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h a t  D e m o c r a t i c - l . i b e r a l  t r i u m p h  i n  1932 was l e d  by t h e  

p a r t y ' s  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  P r e s i d e n t ,  F r a n k l i n  D e l a n o  R o o s e v e l t ,  

a d i s t a n t  c o u s i n  o f  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t .  D u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  \  

c a mp a i g n  R o o s e v e l t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  wo u l d  t r y  t o  s o l v e  t h e  

d e p r e s s i o n  w i t h  c o o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n .  He ' d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

s a y  wha t  k i n d  o f  a c ' t i o n  he wou l d  t a k e  b u t  he did. . .  p r o m i s e
A

t o  s t a b i l i z e  p r i c e s ,  r e d u c e  u n e mp l o y me n t  and  i n t r o d u c e  

• p u b l i c  work and  r e l i e f  p r o g r a m s .  M o r e o v e r ,  he p r o m i s e d  

t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  wo u l d  a s s u me  a f a ' r  g r e a t e r -  r o l e  i n  t h e  

ma na ge me nt  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  w e l f a r e .  A c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r ,  

R o s s e v e l t  ma na ge d  t o  i n s t i l l  a f e e l i n g  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  and  

o p t i m i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  A me r i c a n  p e o p l e  and  was a b l e ,  t o  c o n 

v i n c e  t hem t h a t  l i b e r a l i s m  was t h e  a n s w e f  t o  t h e  e c o n o mi c  

c r i s i s  wh i c h  was c a u s i n g  s u c h  w i d e s p r e a d  s u f f e r i n g .  As a 

;e ^ u l t ,  he e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  H e r b e r t  Hoove r  

nd became A m e r i c a ' s  f i r s t  l i b e r a l  P r e s i d e n t .

Once i n  p owe r  R o o s e v e l t  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  l i b e r a * l  

r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  a p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  t h e  New Deal  d e s i g n e d  t o
y

r e s t o r e  b o t h  p r o s p e r i t y  and a>id t h e  p o o r .  I t  s h o u l d  .be p o i n t e d
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o u t  h e r e  t h a t  t l j e  New Deal  ^ a s  n o t  a w e l l  t h o u g h  o u t  p h i l o -
?*r\ v  -  .;• v ^ r '

sophy  g f  r e f o r m ,  noir was i t  g u i d e d  by any e c onomi c  «phi 1 o s o -

phy.  R a t h e r ,  " i t  was a s e V i e s  o f  i m p r o v i s a t i o n s  many a d o p t e d

v e r y  suddenl y-*.  many c o n t r a d i c t o r i l y .  Such  u n i t y  a s  i t  had
* 37was  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y ,  n o t  e c o n o m i c s . " The t r u t h  i s

* x#

t h a t  R o o s e v e l t  was w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  a n y t p o l i c y  wh i c h  i n  h i s
t - ' * r  •»o p i n i o n  m i g h t  h e l p  t h e - ' ecorromy ^  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be n o t e d

t ,  ’’
t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  a c t u a l l y  two: \ j e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  New D e a l ,  one  

r u n n i n g  f r o m 1933 t o  1935 and t h e  o t h e r  f r o m 1935 t o  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 3 9 .  i
r

The mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  New Deal  7 wh i c h

was d e i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t 6 v s p u r  e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y ,  was t h e '

N a t i o n a l  Re c o v e r y '  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  t h e  NRA wh i c h  was

c r e a t e d  by C o n g r e s s ^  i n  1933 .  Under  t h e  NRA b u s i n e s s e s  we r e

a l l o w e d  t o  e s t a b l  i s h f i p r i c e -  a g r e e m e n t s  and  p r o d u c t i o n

q u o t a s  w h i l e  wor ke r s , . wg . r e  g u a r a n t e e d  mi nimum w a g e s ,  maximum

h o u r s  and  t h e  r i g h t  t o ^ b a r g a i n  c o l l e c t i v e l y .  R o o s e v e l t  *

h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  of .  h i g h  p r i c e s  and  low p r o d u c t i o n  j:
' '  T . . '

woul d  i n i t i a t e  an e c o n o m t c 1' r e c o v e r y . O t h e r  f e a t u r e s V' .of  t h e

f i r s t  New Deal  we r e  t h e  us^e' o f  i n f l a t i o n a r y  m o n e t a r y  p o l i c y

t& a i d  d e b t o r s  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  ^ f  r e l i e f  a g e n c i e s  t o  h e l p

t h e  u n e m p l o y e d .  ^

* At  t h i s  p o i n t  i t  s h o u l d  be o b v i o u s  t h a t  . t h e  f i r s t  New

Deair '*was n o t  t h a t  r a d i c a l .  " A l t h o u g h  he ( R o o s e v e l t )  had

a d o p t e d  many n o v e l ,  p e r h a p s  r i s k y  e / p e d i e n t s , he  had a v o i d e d

v i t a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  t o  t he .  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s .  Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  \

\
\T
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. he had p a s s e d  by an e a s y  c h a n c e  t o  s o l v e  t h e  ba nk  c r i s i s

by n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  i n s t e a d  f o l l o w e d  a p o l i c y  o r t h o d o x
38e n o u g h  t o  win H o o v e r ' s  a p p r o v a l . "  M o r e o v e r ,  h i s  b a s i c  

p o l i c i e s  f o r  i n d u s t r y  and  a.  g r i c u l t u r e  had  -been d e s i g n e d  

a f t e r  mo d e l s  s u p p l i e d  by . g r e a t  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .

By 1 9 3 5 ^ t h o u g h ,  a s e r i e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  c a u s e d  

Roose  ve-11 * t o  move f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  l e f t .  F i r s t ,  l a b o r  l e a d e r ’s ,  

f i hose  s u p p o r t  R o o s e v e l t  n e e d e d ,  we r e  b e c o m i n g  . d i s e n c h a n t e d  

w i t h  t h e  NRA wh i c h  t h e y  f e l t  b e n e f i t e d  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  

• e x p e n s e  o f  l a b o r .  T h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t h r e a t

p o s e d  by Huey Long ,  a demagogue  whose  r a d i c a l  " s h a r e  t h e
i  ~

w e a l t h "  movement  was a t t r a c t i n g  many l i b e r a l s  who f e l t

R o o s e v e l t ' s  r e f o r m s  we r e  i n a d e q u a t e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Supreme

"r C o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  s e c t i o n s  o/f t h e  NIRA, w h i c h  was t h e  h e a r t

- -w- o f  t h e  New D e a l ,  we r e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  had  t o  be

s c r a p p e d .  T h u s ,  R o o s e v e l t  was f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  b l e a k  p r o s p e c t

o f  s e e k i n g  r e - e l e c t i o n  i n  1936 w i t h o u t  an e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m

and w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  m i g h t  d e f e c t .  .

As a r e s u l t ,  he l a u n c h e d  a s e c o n d  New Deal  i n  193-$,  wh i c h

A was t o  be t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  1933 v e r s i o n ,  i n  t h e  hope  t h a t

he c o u l d  s e c u r e  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  Ame r i c a n  l i b e r a l s .
y  v ■

T h i s  s e c o n d  New Deal  saw t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Ac t  w h i c h  s e t ^ - ap  a s o c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  s y s t e m  

at h a t  include-d-  o l d  a ge  p e n s i o n s  and u n e mp l o y me n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

f i n a n c e d  by t a x e s  on wages  and p a y r o l l s .  The a c t  a l s o  

p r o v i d e d  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t s  -to s t a t e s  t o  h e l p  t he m a i d  t h e
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p o o r ,  t h e  b l i n d ,  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n  a nd  V a r i o u s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  

p r o g r a m s .

A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  New Deal  waus t h e  Re ve nue

Ac t  w h i c h  s e t  up a  t a x  on e x c e s s  p r o f i t s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d

t a x e s  on l a r g e  p e r s o n a l  i n c o me s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  t h e y  had

e v e r  b e e n .  T h i s  was p a r t ,  o f  R o o s e v e l t ' s  p l a n  t o  make

t a x a t i o n  a t o o l  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c y .  He d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " o u r ' " ' —

r e v e n u e  l a ws  j f i ave o p e r a t e d  i n  many ways  t o  t h e  u n f a i r

a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  f e w ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  done  l i t t l e  t o  p r e v e n t

39an u n j u s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  and  e c o n o mi c  p o w e r . "

The New Dea l  . was  t o  r e me d y  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .
r

^ T h e  1935 v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  New Dea l  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  

> Wagner  L a b o r - d i s p u t e s  b i l l  wh i c h  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e  r i g h t s ' o f  

l a b o r  by g i v i n g  w o r k e r s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b a r g a i n  c o l  1 ect -1 - v e l y 

and  f o r b i d d i n g  e m p l o y e r s  f r o m i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  u n i o n  ' ci ' ct- 

i v i t i e s .

A f t e r  t h e  Se c ond  Wor l d  War ,  P r e s i d e n t  H a r r y  Tr u ma n ,  

a n o t h e r  1 i b e r a l - D e m o c r a t , s o u g h t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  

i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  New Deal  w i t h  a p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  t h e  F a i r  

D e a l .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  F a i r  Deal  t r i e d  t o  e x t e n d  

f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  e d u c a t i o n  and  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m o f  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .

Th e s e  t h e n  we r e  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  a d m i n i s t r -  

■ a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r o m 1932 1 0 - 4 9 5 0 .  I t  s h o u l d  

a l s o  be  n o t e d  t h a t  l i b e r a l i s m ' s  s u p r e m a c y  was  n o t  l i m i t e d  

t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  f o r  d u r i n g  t h a t  t w e n t y - y e a r  p e r i o d
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l i b e r a l s  took over American academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  anckthe

wh i c h  had  a l w a y s  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  

. c o n s e r v a t i s m ^ w a s  s l o w l y  b e i n g  p e n e t r a t e d .  The E a s t e r n  wi ng  

o f  the^ p a r t y  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  g r a d u a l l y  came t o  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e

and 1 9 4 0 ' s  was o b v i p u s  and  s e e m i n g l y  u n s h a k  a b l e .  Ye t ,

movement  e me r g e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  and r e s i s t e d  i t s  s t e a d y  d r i v e

t o w a r d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a w e l f a  s t a t e .  T h a t  movement  was 

modern  c o n s e r v a t i s m .

Th e s e  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  l i k e  t h e i r  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  

p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  w e r e Kf i r m  b e l i e v e r s  4‘n, i n d i v i d u a l  i sm and i n 

s ma l l  g o v e r n m e n t .  Y e t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be mad,e c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  

we r e  not .  r e s u r r e c t e d  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  Q0 nserv.at.iy9 s; b u t  r a t h e rto

a new b r e e d .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i l e  b o t h  g r o u p s  va l t i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m ,  e a c h  had a d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  as  

t o  e x a c t l y  wh a t  f r e e d o m  m e a n t .  To t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  

c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  f r e e d o m  was t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  .in t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  

was t r u l y  mor a l  s i n c e  i t  s a t i s f i e d  m a n ' s  m a t e r i a l  neieHs.

He r e j e c t e d  a l l  o t h e r  m o r a l s  o r  v i r t u e s  s i n c e  i t  was f e l t  

t h e y  wou l d  ha ve  t o  be i mpos e d  by an o u t s i d e  p o l i t i c a l  

a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  wo u l d  i n  t u r n  mean t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  f r e e d o m  

In h i s  i d e a l  s o c i e t y ,  f r e e d o m  woul d  e x i s t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  

v i r t u e s .  Modern c o n s e r v a t i v e s  r e j e c t  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  

• . f r e e d o m i n  i t s e l f  i s  m o r a l ,  b e l i e v i n g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  i t  i s

40o r g a n s  o f  mass  c o mmu n i c a t i o n . ^  Even t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ^

New D e a l .  The s u p r e m a c y  o f  l . i b e r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  t h e  1930J_
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V ^ m o r a l l y  n e u t r a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  , - t h e y ^  b e l  i e v e  rt h a t  t h e r e  a r e

c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i v e  mo ra l s  and- v a l u e s  whi ch  a r e  d e r i v e d  from

W e s t e r n  t - r a d i t i o n  and  d i v i n e  l a w t h a t  show men w h a t - i s  r i g h t

and  wh a t  i s  w r o n g .  T h e s e  m o r a l s ,  mo r e o v e r ' ,  a r e  e x t r e m e f y

i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  t h e i r  d e c l i n e  p r o m o t e s  s t a t i s m  and  t h e r e b y

r e d u c e s . f r e e d o m .  "Men w i t h o u t  v a l u e s  a r e  more  t h a n  w i l l i n g

t o  t r a d e  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  f o r  m a t e r i a l  b e n e f i t s .  T h a t  t h e  l o s s
& 1

o f  mo r a l  c o n s t r a i n t  i n v Kb e s  t h e  r u l e  o f  powe r  i s  s u r e l y  one
41o f  t h e  b e s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t s  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r y . "

C o n s e r v a t i v e s  v a l u e  f r e e d o m  b e c a u s e  i t  p e r m i t s  man t o  be

m o r a l .  I t  a l l o w s  man,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n

good and  e v i l .  " F r e e d o m i s  t h u s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f

mora l ;  d e c i s i o n ;  i t  i s  t h e  m o d a l i t y  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  human
42mi nd c an  s e a r c h  o u t  mor a l  a b s o l u t e s . "  C o n s e r v a t i v e s

b e l i e v e  i n  f r e e d o m  n o t  a s c e n d  i n  i t s e j ’f ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t

- . a l l o w s  men t o  make t h e i r  own mor a l  c h o i c e s .  <
*%:. *

M o r e o v e r ,  w h i l e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e e l  t h a t  f r e e d o m  i s  

m o ^ 4 T ' f e ^ n e u t r a l  , t h e y  a l s ' o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

t o  f r e e d o m ,  s t a t e  c o e r c i o n  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  

i mmor a l  s i n c e  t h e y  i n v o l v e  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  e x e r c i s e  o f  power  

o v e r  men by o t h e r  men.  Thus  t h e y  p r e f e r  f r e e d o m  s i n c e  i t  

p e r m i t s  m o r a l i t y ,  t h o u g h  i t  d o e s - n o t  g u a r a n t e e  i t ,  and  

r e j e c t  c o e r c i o n , ,s*i ne e  i t  g u a r a n t e e s  i m m o r a l i t y .
*\T .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w h i l e  t h e s e  two b r a n d s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  

a g r e e  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  be l i m i t e d ,  e a c h  has  d i f f e r e n t  

r e a s o n s  to.  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n .  The l a i s s e z - f a i r e

* *-
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a  *
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  men w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  good a nd  

! * * « » .  \  
t h a t  t h e  b a t t e r  one  w^s  t h e  m i r e  m a t e r i a l  w e a l t h  o ne  wou l d

a c q u i r e .  T h e r e f o r e ?  t he .  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  l e a v e  ,peo*ple

a l o n e  a nd  a l l o w  t h e m t o  u s e  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  g o o d n e s s  a s  t h e y

s e e  f i t .  Moder n c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  t h o u g h ,  I j i ke  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,

• b e l i e v e  t h a t  men a r e  b a s i c a l l y  bad  and  - e a s i l y  c o r r u p t e d .

■ T h e r e f o r e ,  a n y  a l l - p o w e r f u l  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s

made up o f 4 i m p e r f e c t  men, ,  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  become t y r a n n i c a l .

G o v e r n me n t s  t h u s  s h o u l d  h a v e * r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  upon

t h e m to., e n s u r e  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y .  N a t u r a l l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s
< j.

g r e a t l y  a d m i r e  a nd  w i s h  t o  p r e s e r v e  ' t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  *

*

1 7 8 7 ,  s i n c e  t h e y  f e e l  i t  p r o v i d e s  a g o v e r n m e n t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  

■t t ^ a d m i n i s t e r  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  y e t  fihe t h a t  i s  

r e s t r a i n e d  t h r o u g h  checks  and  b a l a n c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  .
   . •- ■ t»

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  -of t o o  much . power .  ■

A n o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i s m  <>
' " -f

and  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  i-s more  d e v o t e d

t o  t h e  e c o n o mi c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Adam S m i t h .  Fo r  i t  i s  a - f a c t

t h a t  many l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b u s i n e s s m e n  we l comed

g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m o f  s u b s i d i e s  and
-  *  ■ - >

p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s ,  t h e r e b y . ’. v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r i ’n c i p i e  o f  

e c o n o mi c  l a i s s e z - f a . i r e  t h e o r y :  Moder n c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  by '

c o n t r a s t , ;  ’g e n e r a l l y  f a v o u r  a p o l i c y  o f  f r e e  t r a d e - a n d
i ^  ”

r e j e c t  t h e " i d e a  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  shou. l d  a i d  i n d u s t r i e s .  A l s o ,  

a s  ha s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d , '  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

r e s i s t e d  thfe a n t i - t r u s - t - a c t s  o f  . t h e  e’a r l y  1 9 0 0 ‘ s ,  b u t
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mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s u p p o r t  t h e m s i n c e  t h e y  f e a r  b i g

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a s  much a s  b i g  g o v e r n m e n t .  As c o n s e r v a t i v e  
♦

B a r r y  f i o l d w a t e r  w r o t e ,  '‘ l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  by g a i n i p i g

mo n o p o l y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  e n t i r e  i n d u s t r i e s  had n u l l i f i e d  t h e

l a ws  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  a r e  c o n d u c i v e  t o  f r e e d o m  . . t h e

enemy o f  f r e e d o m  i s  u n r e s t r a i n e d  p o we r  a n d  t h e  c h a m p i o n s
%

^ o f  f r e e d o m  w i l l  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  power
43w h e r e v e r  t h e y  f i n d  i t . "

T h u s ,  t h e  d e c a d e  -of  t h e  1 9 3 0 ‘ s sato t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a 

new a nd  d i s t i n c t  c o r ^ s e r v a t i v e  mo v e me n t .  However , -  i t  i s  

s ome wh a t  m i s l e S d i n g  t o  l a b e l  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a s  new^ 

s i n c e  i t  a c t u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a m e r g i n g  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  

w h i c h  make up t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  Fo r  

e x a m p l e , . t h e  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i v e ' s  l a c k  o f  f a i t h  i n  m a n ' s  

n a t u r e  a nd  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  l i m i t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  i n h e r i t e d  

f r o m  F e d e r a l i s t  i d e o l o g y .  Hi s  b e l i e f  i n  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s
Cr .

comes  f r o m t h e  Whigs  and  f r o m t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

comes  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and e c o n o m i c  l i b e r t y .  

In e s s e n c e ,  then,, i t  c a n  be s a i d  t h a t  mode r n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

r e p r e s e n t  an e c l e c t i c  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

to p a s t  •

I t  i s  l i t t l e  won d e r  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  v i g o r o u s l y  

o p p o s e d  t h e  New 'Deal s i n c e  i t . d i s m i s s e d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  'Ecnservaitiives w e r e  a l a r m e d ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  by t h e  g r o w i n g  powe r  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

wh i c h  u n d e r  t h e  New Deal ,  was p e r f o r m i n g  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  i t .
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h a d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  p r o v i d e .  E q u a l l y  a s  d i s t u r b i n g  was t h e  way P r e s i d e n t .

\R o o s e v e T t~ e x o e e d e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  i mp o s e d  

upon h i m ,  ma k i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  a f a r  more  p o w e r f u l  o f f i c e  

. t h e n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  who f a v o u r e d  a weak e x e c u t i v e ,

t h o u g h t  i t  should, b e .

The f o u n d a t i o n  o f  . t h e i r  c o n c e r n ,  h o w e v e r ,  was t h e i r  *

;; p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e ,  g o a l  o f  t h e  New Dea l  was  t o

r e p l a c e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  w i t h  i t s  a n t i t h e s i s ,  n a me l y  s o c i a l i s m ,  

by s l o w l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a w e l f a r e  s t a t e .  One c o n s e r v a t i v e  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d a n g e r  t h i s  way:  "we ca n  s e e  n o w a n d  u n d e r 

s t a n d  c l e a r l y  t h e  o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u -  

•  ̂ t i o n a r i e s  t o  make a s o c i a l i s t  Ame r i c a  w i t h o u t  ma k i n g  any

l a w f u l  c h a n g e  i n  o u r  g r e a t  c h a r t e r  o f  f r e e d o m ,  t h e  c o n s t i -
44t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  Wh i l e  t h i s  may be an  e x 

t r e m e  v i e w ,  i t  d o e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  b a s i c  c o n s e r v a t i v e  f e a r  o f  

c r e e p i n g  s o c i a l i s m .  '

Thus  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  d e d i c a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e -'' 

t a s k  o f  opposing t h e  s p r e a d  o f  f e d e r a l  power  and  r e p e a l i n g  

w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m s .  Be ' f or e  1937^ t h o u g h ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  we r e  

u n a b l e  t o  o f f e r  any  r e a l  r e s i s t a n c e  ' to R o o s e v e l t  a nd  t h e  

New Deal  s i n c e  t h e y  we r e  b o t h  '’t r e m e n d o u s l y  p o p u l a r  t h r o u g h -
%

o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  f a c t ,  mo s t  p o l i t i c i a n s  who t r i e d  t o  

o p p o s e  t h e  l i b e r a l  programs f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  s w e p t  away i n  

t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  .1934 and  1936 .  As a r e s u l t , ,  many 

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  C o n g r e s s  we r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  on
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R o o s e v e l t  s i n c e  i t  wo u l d  c e r t a i n l y  mean l o s i n g  t h e i r  s e a t s .

As one  C o n g r e s s ma n  p u t  i t ,  " t h e r e  c a r f ' b e  no d o u b t  t h a t  a t

t h e  moment  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s u p p o r t  t h r Qg f l h - .
♦ < 

o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  i s  a b l e  t o  do w i t h  Congress a s  he  w i l l s .

I s u p p o s e  p r u d e n c e  d i c t a t e s - t h a t  one  s h o u l d  n o t ; ' a t t e m p t  t o
r  4 i*
45 -swim a g a i n s t  t h e  t i d e . "

Y e t ,  ever t  Jin t h o s e  d a y s  o f  c o m p e t e  l i b e r a l  s u p r e m a c y ,

t h e r e  was some c o n s e r v a t i v e  o p p o ^ t i o n  t o  t h e  New D e a l .

Co n g r e s s me n  e l e c t e d  f r o m s t a u n c h l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s

r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  R o o s e v e l t  e v e n  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s

p o p u l a r i t y ,  w h i l e  g m n t  p u b l i s h e r s  l i k e  W i l l i a m  Ra n d o l p h

H e a r s t  and  R o b e r t  McCormi ck a t t a c k e d  t h e  New Deal  t h r o u g h

t h e i r  n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a g a z i n e s  and  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s .  A l s o ,  t h e

Ame r i c a n  L i b e r t y  L e a g u e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 l s

t o  s p r e a d  a n t i - N e w  Deal  p r o p a g a n d a  a nd  t o  e x p o u n d  t h e
46 ^v i r t u e s  o f  f r e e  m a r k e t  c a p i t a l i s m .

In 1 9 3 7 ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  we r e  a b l e  t o

l a u n c h  a m a j o r  c o u n t e r - o f f e n s i v e t a g a i n s t  l i b e r a l i s m  as

s e v e r a l  e v e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h a t  y e a r  w h i c h  e r o d e d  R o o s e v e l t ' s

p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  and  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  wi ng  o f  h i s

own p a r t y .  F i r s t ,  R o o s e v e l t  d e c i d e d  t o  r e f o r m  t h e

Supr eme  C o u r t  w h i c h  had s t r u c k  down much o f  h i s  New Deal

l e g i s l a t i o n .  Hi s  r e f o r m  c a l l e d  f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  
i _

f o r  e v e r y  Supr eme  C o u r t  J u s t i c e  o v e r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  • 

a g e  up t o  a n u mb e r  o f  s i x .  .VTh'is a t t e m p t  by R o o s e v e l t  t o  

p a c k  t h e  Sup r e me  C o u r t  was. o p p o s e d  n o t  o n l y  by c o n s e r v a t i v e s
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b u t  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n  p e o p l e .  As a ^ r e s u l t ,

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w e r e  a b l e  to.  c r i t i c i z e  o p e n l y  R o o s e v e l t  i n

p o l i t i c a l  s a f e t y .  The  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a u s e  was  a l s o  s t r e n g t h -

f  e n e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  m i l i t a n t  t r a d e  u n i o f t - s t r i k e s  whi ch,  h i t
•

AmeVica i n  1 9 3 7 .  " M i d d l e  c l a s s  A m e r i c a n s ,  many o f  t hem

R o o s e v e l t  s u p p o r t e r s  we r e  c l e a r l y  alarmed.  by t h e s e  s t r i k e s

and  a c c o r d i n g * t o  t h e  G a l l u p  p o l l ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c
47f a v o u r e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  a nd  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e m . "

But  R o o s e v e l t  wo u l d  t a k e  no a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  

caus ing many t o  s w i t c h  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  who 

had  l o n g  o p p o s e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  power  o f  l a b o r  u n i o n s  u n d e r  

t h e  New D e a l .  F i n a l l y , t h e  U n i t e d  s t a t e s  s u f f e r e d  an 

e c o n o m i c  s l owdown o r  r e c e s s i o n  i n  1937 w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  be 

b l a me d  on t h e . l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l i c i e s  o f  H o o v e r .  The 

R o o s e v e l t  R e c e s s i o ^ a s  i t  was c a l l e d  s e e me d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  

t o  many A m e r i c a n s  t h a t  l i b e r a l i s m  c o u l d  n o t  end  t h e .

• D e p r e s s i o n  a s  i t  had p r o m i s e d  i n  1932 .

Al l  t h e s e  e ve n . t s - t he  Supr eme C o u r t  p l a n ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t ;

• s t r i k e s  and  t h e  r e c e s s i o n - h u r t  R o o s e v e l t 1 s. p o p u l a r i t y  and  •

ga ve  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  Congress  who now f e l t '

t h e y  c o u l d  o p e n l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  New Deal ' .  I n t h e  summer  of-

1 9 3 7 ,  a g r o u p  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  D e m o c r a t s  b r o k e  w i t h  t h e i r

l e a d e r  and  f o r g e d -  a r i g h t  wi ng  b l o c  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e

Repub l  i c a n s .  t o  a s s a i f l  t h e  New D e a l .  The " d r ^ a t i o n  o f  t h i s

c o a l i t i o n  was one  o f  t h e  mo s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e sT o ^ n e n t s
\  2

' o f  r e c e n t  A me r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y ^  f o r  now c o n s e r v a t i v e s
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w e r e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b l o c k  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r
48r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n . .  I n  f a c t , ,  “ t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s a c h i e v e m e n t s

i n  1939 we r e  n e g l i g i b l e ;  t h e  d o m e s t i c  New Dea l  f o r  a l l
\  ‘ 49

i n t e n t s  and  p u r p o s e s  made no mo r e  s t r i k i n g  g a i n s . "  Thus

i n  1939 R o o s e v e l t  o f f i c i a l l y  e n d e d  t h e  New Dea l  s a y i n g ,  "we
/

h a v e  now p a s s e d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  

l a u n c h i n g  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m  o f  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .  Our  f u l l  ^
f

e n e r g i e s  may now be  r e l e a s e d  t o  i n v i g o r a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f
50r e c o v e r y  i n  o r d e r ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  r e f o r m s .  “ „

$
The f a i l u r e  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  n o t  o n l y  e m b o l d e n e d  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  C o n g r e s s m e n ,  i t  a l s o  made c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  

g e n e r a l  more  p o p u l a r .  T h i s  was made c l e a r  i n  t h e  1938 

e l e c t i o n  when R o o s e v e l t ,  who was u n b e a t a b l e  i n  tfcfe e a r l y  '  

t h i r t i e s ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r i e d  t o  p u r g e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  C o n g r e s s 

men f r o m h i s  own p a r t y .  "He e n d e d  by s t i f f e n i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e

D e m o c r a t i c  r e s i s t a n c e ,  a n d ,  a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  wo u l d  i n d i c a t e
51by f u r t h e r  e r o d i n g  h i s  ma g i c  a t  t h e  p o l l s  i n  N o v e mb e r . "

T h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  f a c t ,  s a w t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  g a i n  e i g h t y  •: 

s e a t s  i n  t h e  House  and  e i g h t  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  Thus  by t h e  

l a t e s1 9 3 0 ’ s t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  C o n g r e s s  we r e  s t r o n g  e nough  

t o  b e g i n  an a l l - o u t  o f f e n s i v e ,  a g a i n s t  t he , . New Deaj  . U n f o r t 

u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Se c o n d  Wor l d  War p u t  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  o.n'' h o l d  

a nd  b o o s t e d  t h e  s a g g i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  R o o s e v e l t ,  d e n y i n g  

t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make g a i n s .

A f t e r  t h e  war  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e s u r g e n c e  c o n t i n u e d .  By 

1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m ,  wh i c h  was now p r o v i d i n g

£
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f u l l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  was  o n c e  mor e  l e g i t i m a t e .  At  t h e  same
/

t i m e ,  l e f t  wi n g  i d e a s '  w e r e  b e i n g  s t i g m a t i z e #  a s  C o mm u n i s t i c  

a nd  t h e r e f o r e \ i n - A m e r i c a n .  M o r e o v e r ,  many A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  

by t h i s  t i m e  g r o w i n g  t i r e d  of- r e f o r m s ,  and  s o u g h t  s t a b i l i t y  

Al l  o f  t h e « f a c t o r s  u n d e r m i n e d  \tfihera i i sm and r e i n f o r c e d  t h e
*  52p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a n c e  o f  c o n s e f - S a t i s m .

• f  5
So'  g r e a ^ w a s  t h e  s h i f t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t h a t 1 i n  t h e .  1945 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  ma na ge d  t o  c a p t u r e  

b o t h  t h e  S e n a t e  and  t h e  House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Fo r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  1930 t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o n t r o l l e d  C o n g r e s s .  

T h u s ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  we r e  now i n  a pojj jft^ion t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  

s o c i a l i s t i c '  t r e n d  o f  l i b e r a l i s m .  1 '
i'"'

I r o n i c a l l y / h o w e v e r , d o m e s t i c  s o c i a l  i s m . w a s  n o t  t h e

c h i e f  c o n c e r n  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e  p o s t w a r  y e a r s .  T h e i r

a t t e n t i o n  was now f o c u s e d  on a new and more  d a n g e r o u s

? m e n a c e ,  S o v i e t ^  Communism.  T h u s ,  mi 1 i t a n t  a n t i - Communi s m

53became  an i m p o r t a n t  t e n e t  o f  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m .

T h i s  was t h e  s t a t e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  when J o e  

Mc Ca r t h y  e n t e r e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s c e n e -  i n  195.0.  Was he p a r t  o f  

t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  movement  o r  d i d  he j u s t  a d o p t  t h e  -
^ si

c o n s e r v a t i v e  i s s u e  o f  a n t i - C o m m u n i s m  f o r  h i s  own s e l f i s h
<

e n d s ?  Did h i s  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  c r u s a d e  s t e m f r o m h i s  b e l i e f
\ * - vi n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y v  o r  d i d  i t  s p r i n g  f r o m othei^'  more

\

n e f a r i o u s  m o t i v e s ?  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  mu s t  be
i  ■ ■ r

a n s w e r e d  b e f o r e  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  c a n  be u n d e r s t o o d .
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CHAPTER IV
\

JOSEPH R. MCCARTHY: A BIOGRAPHY

B e f o r e  a s t u d y  c a n  be  made on how J o s e p h  M c C a r t h y ' s  

a c t i o n s  we r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y ,  i t  w i l l  

f i r s t  be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x a m i n e  h i s  l i f e .  T h u s ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r
*9

w i l l l g i v e  a b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  f r o m h i s
s '

c h i l d h o o d  t o  h i s  d e a t h ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  o f  c o u r s e  h i s  a n t i 

c o mmu n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  ^

J o s e p h  Raymond Mc Ca r t h y  was b o r n  on November  1 4 ,  1908 

on a s m a l l  f a r m  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  W i s p o n s i n .  Hi s  p a r e n t s ,  

T i mo t h y  and  B r i d g e t  M c C a r t h y ,  we r e  h a r d w o r k i n g ,  d e v o u t  Roman 

C a t h o l i c s  o f  I r i s h  d e s c e n t  who r a i s e d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  an

a u s t e r e ,  n o - n o n s e n s e  h o u s e h o l d .  As w i t h  so many o t h e r  a s p e c t s
\

o f  h i s  l i f e ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  c h i l d h o o d  h a s  be e n  d i s t o r t e d  by 

l i b e r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  h i m.  Whene ve r  

h i s t o r i a n s  d e s c r i b e  Mc Ca r t h y  t h e  boy f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  

i n e v i t a b l y  p o r t r a y  him a s  ap u g l y  a nd  i n s e c u r e  wi mp.  One 

h i s t o r i a n  s a y s  he was "an i n s e c u r e  c h i l d  who s h u n n e d  

s t r a n g e r s  and  c l u n g  f e a r f u l l y  t o  h i s  m o t h e r . . . " ^  Y e t ,  t h e  

t r u t h  i s  t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e .  Thomas Reeve s  i n  h i s  mo s t  ,

d e c e n t  b i o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e s  y o u n g  J o e  a s  a good l o o k i n g ,  

l i k a b l e  bo y :  " J o e  a s  an a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  e x t r o v e r t e d  b o y ,

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



l o u d ,  f u n  l o v i n g ,  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h i n g s  a nd

2 ' e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r . "  He was a l s o  a s t r o n g  and.  a g g r e s s i v e

boy who wbu^d n e v e r  b a c k  down f r o m  a f i g h t  no m a t t e r  who h i s

o p p o n e n t  m i g h t  t t e - v ^ He  f e a r e d  no o n e .  M o r e o v e r ,  doe  was an

i n t e l l i g e n t  y o u n g s t e r  wh t Kd i d  so  w e l l  i n  s c h o o l  t h a t  he  was

a l l o w e d  t o  s k i p  g r a d e  s e v e n .  AT- Ti n  a l l ,  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y
N . *

a c o n f i d e n t  and- b r i g h t  l ad. ,  a f a r  c r y ^ f ^ o m  t h e  c o w a r d l y  mi l k -
* ' m

s op  d e p i c t e d  by some h i s t o r i a n s .  -

D e s p i t e  h i s  s c h o l a s t i c  s u c c e s s ,  Mc Ca r t h y  d e c i d e d  t o

d r o p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f o u r t e e n  t o  become a c h i c k e n
3 .

f a r m e r .  He’ was s i m p l y  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s c h o o l .  Us i n g  

some money he h a d - e a r n e d  f r o m a p a r t - t i m e  j o b . v d o e  r e n t e d  

.. an a c r e  o f  l a n d  f r o m h i s  Y a t h e r  and  b o u g h t  a f l o c k  o f  f i f t y  

c h i c k e n s . -  In two y e a r s  he owned t e n  t h o u s a n d  c h i c k e n s ,  a 

new c h i c k e n  h o u s e  a nd  a t r u c k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Mc Ca r t h y  

c o n t a c t e d  i n f l u e n z a ^  a n d  . wh i l e  he  was  . . r e c o v e r i n g , hi s -  b u s i n e s s  

was l o o k e d  a f t e r  by l o c a l  boys  who p r o v e d  t o  be  c a r e l e s ’s .  

D i s e a s e  and  c o l d  s o o n  wi p e d  o u t - t h e  e n t i r e  f l o c k ,  d e s t r o y 

i n g  M c C a r t h y ' s  d r e a m o f  c r e a t i n r g  a p o u l t r y  e m p i r e . ^

• I n s t e a d  o f  s t a r t i n g  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n ,  he q u i t  t h e  p o u l t r y  

b u s i n e s s  and  moved t o  t h e  t own o f  Manawa,  w h i c h  was t h i r t y  

m i l e s  f r o m h i s  f a m i l y  f a r m .  He q u i c k l y  g o t  a j o b  a s  a 

ma n a g e r  o f  a c h a i n - s t o r e  b r a n c h ,  w h i c h  he s o o n  had o p e r a t i n g  

a t  a p r o f i t .  About  a y e a r  l a t e r ,  he d e c i d e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  

e d u c a t i o n .  T h u s ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y ,  he'  e n r o l l e d  i n  a 

l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l .  A d e d i c a t e d  a n d  h a r d w o r k i n g  s t u d e n t
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Mc Ca r t h y  ma naged  t o  c o m p l e t e  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n
- 5  •

j u s t  n f n e  m o n t h s ;

In 1 9 3 0 ,  he e n t e r e d  t h e  J e s u i t - o p e r a t e d  Ma r q u e t t e .

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Mi l w a u k e e  t o  s t u d y  e n g i n e e r i n g .  F o r  two

y e a r s  he d i d  s c h o o l  wor k  d u r i n g  th' e d a y  a nd  e a r n e d  a / l i v i n g
/

by n i g h t ,  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m d’fs' hwafshi i rg t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n

ga ng  wor k .  F o r  r e c r e a t i o n  he j o i n e d  t h e  s c h o o l  b o x i n g

t e a m ,  s i n c e  he had  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  t h a t  s p o r t .  I t  was s oon

c l e a r ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  he was  mor e  a s l u g g e r  t h a n  a b o x e r .
*

A f r i e n d  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  s t y l e ;  " i m p a t i e n t  o f  t e c h n i q u e ,  h i s
v

s t y l e  was. t o  come o u t  c h a r g i n g  a t  t h e  b e l l  and  s t a y  on t h e

o f f e n s i v e ,  no m a t t e r  how p o w e r f u l  h i s  o p p o n e n t  u n t i l  he

won o r  d r o p p e d .  When he e n c o u n t e r e d  an e x p e r i e n c e d  b o x e r

he wou l d  t a k e  a s e v e r e  b e a t i n g .  Once J o e  was  so  . b r u i s e d

and b l o o d i e d  i n  a f i g h t  t h a t  h i s  o p p o n e n t  w a n t e d  t o  s t o p .

But  McCar t hy  c r i e d  "Come o n l  Come on!  g r i n n i n g  a s  t h o u g h

he r e l i s h e d  i t  a} ' l i " ® L a t e r  o n ,  Mc Ca r t h y  wou l d  e x h i b i t

s i m i l a r  t r a i t s  i n  h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  p o l i t i c s .

In 1 9 3 2 ,  Mc Ca r t h y  d e c i d e d -  t o  s w i t c h  t o  l aw,  wh i c h  he

f e l t  wou l d  be mor e  e x c i t i n g  t h a n  t h e  d r e a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g

c o u r s e s  he was t a k i n g .  Once i n  l aw s c h o o l ,  he j o i n e d  t h e

d e b a t i n g  t e a m and became  a c o m p e t e n t  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r .  Hi s  .

a r g u m e n t s  we r e  n o t  w e l l  p r e p a r e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  and  he a l w a y s

t a l k e d  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  h i s  h e a d .  M o r e o v e r ,  a s  Re e v e s  W r o t e ,

"when he g o t  i n t o  an  a r g u m e n t  o v e r  a m a t t e r  t h a t  c o n c e r n e d
f-

h i m ,  he c o u l d  become e x t r e m e l y  a n g r y  and  wo u l d  c h a r g e  an ..

u
i
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J
o p p o n e n t  v e r b a l l y ,  b e c o mi n g  i n t e n s e  and  a b u s i v e .  T h e n ,  v e r y  

q u i c k l y ,  he  wo u l d  f o r g e t  t ' he e n t i r e  " e n c o u n t e r  a n d  commence  

b u y i n g  c o k e s  and  s l a p p i n g  p e o p l e  on t h e  b a c k s  a n d  s w a p p i n g
•  - I  •

j o k e s . ” T h i s  q u i c k  t e m p e r  wou l d  * l s o  be  e x h i b i t e d  l a t e r

oh iir j p s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .

Mc Ca r t h y  g r a d u a t e d  . f rom.  Taw. :s c h o o l  i n  1935 a nd  was*
■**

s o o n  p r a c t i c i n g  l aw in- t h e  s m a l l  W i s c o n s i n  . town o f  Shawano .

B e f o r e  - l or t g ,  t h o u g h ,  he became  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s . a n d

d e c i d e d  t o  e mb a r k  o n ' a  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  At  t h i s  s t a g e  i n

h i s  l i f e . . h e  s t i l l  had  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  a ny  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y
8s o  p a r t y  1-abel s  me a n t  l i t t l e  t o  h i m.  -As a r e s u l t ,  h e

/ •

beca me  a De mo c r a t  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  b o t h  h i s
9

p a r e n t s  w e r e \ s t a u n c h  D e m o c r a t s .  In 1 9 3 6 ,  he was e l e c t e d
’ '

P r e s i d e n t  o f  h i s  d i s t r i c t ' s  Young D e mo c r a t s  C l u b ,  and  l a t e r  

t h a t  y e a r  he r a n  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  .on, t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  

t i c k e t .  He d i d  n o t  wi n  b,ut he " d i d  much b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  

e x p e c t e d ,  c o m i n g - i n  s e c o n d ,  a h e a ^  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a h d i -  

. d a t e ,  a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  was won by a P r o g r e s s i v e .

Mc Ca r t h y  t h e n  s w i t c h e d  . t o  t h e  Re p u b T i c a n  p a r t y  i n  o r d e r  

t o  i mp r o v e  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e .  In 1 938, '  Mc Ca r t h y  ...dec i ded 

t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  c i r c u i t  j u d g e . / " N o  one  e x p e c t e d  

him t o  w i n ,  a s  h i s  o p p o n e n t  was a wel  1 - r e s - p e c t e d  j u r i s t  

w i t h  t h i r t y  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  who had a l a r g e  and  d e v o t e d

f o l l o w i n g .  But  , Joe r a n  a n  - a g g r e s s  7 ve c a m p a i g n  t h a t  s t r e s s -
 ̂ - ,* * ,

e d ' t h e  a g e  o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t .  " Back  and; ' . ' f or t h  a c r o s s  t h e  " „ • 

t h r e e - c o u n t y  a r e a  he d r o v e  i n  a b a t t e r e d  w h i t e  a u t o m o b i l e ,

rV  , "
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s o m e t i m e s - m a k i n g  s p e e c h e s  b u t  more  o f t e n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ; 

p e o p l e .  He s u p p l e m e n t e d  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  an 

e x t e n s i v e  m a i l i n g  c a m p a i g n ,  f i r s t  l e t t e r s  e x p l a i n i n g  his, . , ;

c a n d i d a c y  and  t h e n  j u s t  be t f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n . : *  d e l u g e  o f
9 '

p o s t c a r d s . "  In t h e  e nd  h i s  t a c t i c s  p a i d  o f f ,  a s  he .•

s u r p r i s e d  e v e r y o n e  by winning. - t i y-  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  v o t e s  , t o

become t h e  y o u n g e s t  - j udge  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y .
'  +• '  *

^ ) c C a r , t h y ' s  r e c o r d  * s  j u d g e  was.* on t h e  w h o l e ,  v e r y
’•* *

t j ood.  He *managedy„ , f or  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  d i s p o s e  oY a b a c k l o g ^

o f  a l m o s t  250 c a s e s  wh i c h  he  had  i nh e , r - i t e d , >.f r o m h i s  p ' r e d e c -
■y' " .v"s

e s s o r  by k e e p i n g  t h e  ' c o u r t  i n .  s e s s i o n  pas ' t  m i d n i g h t  f o r  

w e e k s .  He was a l s o  v e r y  p o p u l a r  vfi.th l o c a l  l a w y e r s  and  . 

e a r n e d *  a r e p u t a t i o n ,  a s  a f a i r  and  t o u g h  j u r i s t .  ^
y"

In 1.9.42 ;.  Mc Ca r t h y  j o i n e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Ma r i n e  

C o r p s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  o f f i c e  e x e m p t e d  him f r o m ... 

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e . .  In t h e  summer  o f  1943 , he j o i n e d  t h e -  

A me r i c a n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  wh e r e  he s e ’r v e d  a s  an i n t e l l
'  r

-Nn. * '
g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  t h o u g h  he was a t s o  a v o l u n t e e r  g u n n e r  on a 

number-j>-f  c o mb a t  mi s s j o _ n s .  O v e r a l  1 ,. he.  compi  l e d ' a n  .
* , .  «Aft V

e x c e l l e n t  war  r e c o r d .  One o f  hi  s’ commandi ng  o f f i c e r s  s a i d  

o f  Mc Ca r t h y :  r  #-

Thi s^  o f f i c e r  ha s  .’shown ma r ke d  q u a l i t i e s  o f : l e a d e r s h i p ,  
c o - o p e r a t i v e  s p i r i t  and  1 oyarl ty>. ' -  Hi s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  

^ . g o o d  j u d g e m e n t ,  d & t e r m i a n t i o n , - a n d '  d i 1 i g e n c e  have  
' made him an u n u s u a l l y  u s e f u l  member  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  i n  

wh i c h  he  was  a s s i g n e d i  and h i s  u n f a i l i n g  g o o d ' n a t u r e  
. and r e a d y  w i t  made him w e l l  l i k e d  and  r e s p e c t e d  by 
h i s  a s s o c  f a t e s . . . .  T h i s  o f f i c e r  s h o u l d '  be c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  1 e x c e l  1 e r i t ' . '•
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• Mc C a r t h y ' Wo u l d  l a t e r  e x a - g g e r a t e  h*s  wa r  r e c o r d  b u t  ' t h i s .
■ ■■■ "  ' A  '  . - t  . /  ‘

r  d o e s  . n o t  d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  . f a c t  t h a t  he s e r v e d  h i s  e e r dn t r y
'  •«- » >

w e l l  a n d  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n *  . '

. V . ' I n  1944 * he d e c i d e d  t ;o. . , run f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ...

S e n a t e .  - A f t e r  managi ng, - - t o  g e t  a t h i r t y - d - a y  l e a v e  he
- "  : "■ y . _V* - .

r e t u r n e d  t o  W i s c o n s i n  arid c a m p a i g n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  R e p u b l t e &i f  

i n c u m b e n t  A l e x a n d e r  W i l e y .  He ’ l o s t  t h e  p r i m a r y  b u t  g o t  a 

r e s p e c t a b l e . .  Vo t e  a n d - , ‘' mo r e . - - i mp o r t a n t l y  a s - t a t e - w i d e  r e p u t 

a t i o n . ’ I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  he r e s i g n e d  f r o m  a c t i v e  d u t y  and  

r e t u r n e d ’- ' hom' eXt pvCOp^nue h i s  o f f i c e  a s  j ud g e . , ; .  Then* a 

yea . r . r - Ta t e r ,  he a h r i ounc e d  t h a t  he was '  g o i n g  t o  r-utt ’i'n t h e
/V. :*■ J , ’ c - '

' f  R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t o r i a l  p r i m a r y  a g a i n s t  R o b e r t  La F o l l e t t e ,
« * J • t  - „ • -'j« *.... :

One o f  W i s c o n s i n  1 S' mos t -pOweryfuT p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s .  Few
•• *• ' - '--'-j "*>;

v g a v e  Mc Ca r t h y  much c h a n c e  o f  w i n n i n g ,  a s  La Fol  1 e t ' t e , ''Wiro

h a d h . e l d  h i s  S e n a t e  s e a t  s i n c e .  1925 , had  an. i m p r e s s i v e  - 

l e - g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d  and  a r e s p e c t e d ' :n a m e . .. Hi s  f a t h e r ,  t h e

l e g e n d a r y  R o b e r t  S r . ,  was ope o f  t i re  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e ' P r o g r e s
\ \

s i v e  mpvement  a n d - h a d  b e e n  e l e c t e d  b o t h  G o v e r n o r  and .  

S e n a t o r .  T h u s ,  R o b e r t  d r . ' s  n o m i n a t i o n  a s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n
r * ~

c a n d i d a t e  seem a s s u r e d .  <-■■■ - ; •
• V ' \• Ti- .

Y e t ,  McCar t hy  had c e j - t a i n  a s s e t s . ' w h i c h  made"’; h.fftt' a
'  '  ‘ ' r. . - k

f o r m i d a b l e  c a n d i d a t e .  Mc Ca r t h y  had by t h i s  t i m e  a d a p t e d  

a r i g h t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h i s  w i l l  b e - e x p a n d e d  

o n ' i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .  . T h i s  gave  hi m t h e  , 'ba 'c inng  o f  c o n -  

s e r v a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n s . w h o  r e j e c t e d  La'  F o l l e t t e  on t h e  

g r o u n d s  t h a t ' h e  had beven a s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e '  New •
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1 2 ?- -  r- ’ * \  ' c;. -Dea l .  A s e c o n d  a s s e t - i k i s  f i i s  own d r i v e  a nd  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ,

He l e d"  an  i n c r e d i b l y  e n e r g e t . i ^ .  cSTnpaign w h i c h  i n c l u d e d
" ' . ••• '*•' y* s a t u r a t i o n  .mari 1 i n g , d o o r -~ to d d o o r  c a n v a s s i n g  a n d s i m p l y

>  m e e t i n g  and  g r e e t i n g  many p e o p l e  a s  h e ' c o u l d  a l l .  a c r o s s
CT '
<t h e ^ s t a t e v  La F o i l e t t e ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  c o n f i d e n t  o f  v i c t o r y ,

' *

d i d  n o t ' e v e n  b o t h e r N t o  c a m p a i g n  and  o n l y  r e t u r n e d '  t o  

' Wi scons..i-<-a week b e f o r e , - t h e  e l e c t i o n . '  Hi s  con fidenc .e -W as- .v / /  

s e e m i n g l y  j u s t i f i e d ^ f o r  a s  t i r e - ca- a^ j a i gn came t o  a c l o s e ,  

r? ' c mo s t  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e " w o u l d  h a v e  no 

- 7  t r o u b l e  i n  t u r n i n g  a way, ' M c C a r t h y 1 s c h ST! e n ge". Y e t ,  Mc Ca r t hy

v_\- * d i d  win t he .  nom' i nat - ron by 5 , 400; - v o t e s  , c o m p l e t i n g  o ne  o f

t h e  g r e a t e s t  u p s e t s ^ i n  t h e  . coun t r y* .

Many, f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  M c C a r t h y ' s . - s t u n n i n g  

- y i d t o r y ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  wh i c h  w a s . h i s  own v i g o r o u s  apd 

w e l 1 - f i n a n c e d  c a m p a i g n .  M o r e o v e r ,  La F o i l e t t e  was damaged• J . r 'N.

p o l i t i c a l l y  by h i s  i s o l a t i o n i s m  a n d vE>y t h e  f a i l u r e  o f
i • . _

o r g a n i z e d  l a b c  r  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  c a n d i d a c y .  T h e r e  wacs a l s o

a f e e l i n g  among W i s c o n s i n  v o t e r s  t h a t  La T o i l e t t e  h a d - l i s t

' - ' t o u c h  Wd'th t h e  p e o p l e  and .  t h a t  he was s p e n d i n g  too^' much

t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  s o l v e  n a t i o n a l  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s
% *'

i n s t e a d  o f  c o n c e r n i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  s t f f t e - . s  n e e d s .  By
. 1 ~ 

' c o n t r a s t ,  McCar t hy  s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e a c h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  “and

made t hem f e e l  t h e y  wo u l d  ha ve  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  Wa s h i n g -
13t o n  i n s t e a d  o f  a 1 g r e . a t ' n a m e 1 t h a t  had become f a c e l e s s . ”  ̂

A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e . ^ e p u b . l  i c a n  n o m i n a t i o n  , Mc Ca r t h y  

, w e n t  on e a s i l y  t o  w i n - t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  d e f e a t i n g  a
'■vy . * .
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V

l i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t .  Tt jus » h£ be c a me  ^  member* o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e .  From th e .  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h o u g h ,  h e  w as.,/vt r “ • ,rv - 1
- " s o me t h i n g  o f  an  o u t s i d e r . ’ "He was y o u n g e r  t i t a n  the;.-average...:

S e n a t o r  a nd  o f  g e n u i n e l y  humbl e  s o c i a l  o r i g i n s ,  a ^ r a - r i t y s .i*n
v  ‘ r  ~'°

t j y e /m i .^  i o n a i  r e 1 s c-.lubv>'1- Y e t , A fve was c o n f i d e n t ,  e n e r g e t i c
^  ^ ' • -v _ 

and  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  make h i m s e l f  a m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  f f gXi r e
/ ’ 'tw;> V , ,

-j.n Was h i ng§ym. ' u . \
■ ’ -t" -v \  Vi -•

The f i r s t  r e a T ^ i s s u e  w h i c h  c o n c e r n e d  Mc Ca r t h y  was t h e

q u e s t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l s  on/ ^ t he  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d . s a l e
£  ^  ^  ' 

o f  s u g a r .  He a r g u e d  t h a t  r a t i o n i n g  was no l o n g e r  n e e d e d
• ,

and t h a t  i f  i t  was n o t  l j ^ f i t ed ,  r u r a l  h o u s e w i v e s  and  c e r t a i n  

i n d u s t r i e s  wo u l d  s u f f e r , .  s i n c e ^ W e y  woul d  be  u n a b l e  t o
v £>*> ''.\v. 1 • . ■,

p r e s e r v e  t h e i  rTCfrui t s  >and v e g e t a b l e s .  The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n '  

r e j e c t e d  h i s  c a l l ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t y . t h e r e  was n o t  e n o u g h  s u g a r  

. ^ a v a i l a b l e  t o  me e t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s ,  demand .  Mc Ca r t h y  r e f u s e d  t o
*1-

b e l i e v e  t h a t  and  d e f i a n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  an a i ^endment  ‘wh i c h  

c a l l e d  fror e n d i n g  s u g a r  r a t i o n i n g  f i v e  mon t hs  a h e a d  o f  ..r 

- . - s c h e d u l  e . I t  p a s s e d ,  and  as  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  h i s  a c t i o n  was
A J >  c • V.- -«V-

t isoon j u s i t i ^ i e d  a s  a l a r g e  s u g a r  su r ' p l  u s ‘a p p e a r e d .
■V

T h i s  e p i s o d e  f o r e s h a d o w e d  t h e  k i n d  o f  t a c t i c s  Mc Ca r t h y

wou l d  e mp l o y  a s  a S e n a t o r .  " D u r i n g . , t h e ' d e b t a t e , . McCar t hy  .
" > ‘ N- T  ^  ^  #
was by t u r n  r u d e  and  - ' p r o v o c a t i  v e . ' He w o u ld ^ ^ e '^ u s e  t o  y i e r U .

t h e  f l o o r  f o r  u n f r i e n d l y  q u e s t i o n s  ,. o r  wou.Yti t u r n  upon  an;.*' 

i n t e r r o g a t o r  w i t h  some p e r s o n a l  c h a r g e  o r ’t a c c u s a t i o n . I n "
s '  ‘

a m a t t e r  o f  m i n u t e s  he t u r n e d  a ^ s t a i d  a n d j d i g n i f i e d  S e n a t e  

d e b a t e  i n t o  an a n g r y  b r a w l . "
‘ 'A < -»

;r_

v. r

..
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j!'*  A n o t h e r  i s s u e  wh i c h  i n t e r e s t e d  Mc C a r t h y  was t h e  p u b l i c

h o u s i n g  q u e s t i o n .  When Wor l d Wa.f I I  e n d e d  :t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

was f a c e d  w i t h . a  m a s s i v e  h o u j t a n g - ^ s h o r t a g e . V e t e r a n s ,  upon 

r e t u r n i n g  home ,  we r e  u n a b l e  t o  ’p u r c h a s e  home?’ and  w e r e  o f t ^ n
\  ’ “T

f o r c e d  r e  d w e l l  i n g s ' w i  t h  one.  o r  more  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s .

a n d ,McCar t hy  was m o v e d ' b y  t h e  pT?»$ht:;of home.lpps ^ e t ' e r a n s
. ' i t  .* !f • . * .» ."  <i - V 4 -

\ 2r. ' al thou' gN/ l fve o p p o s e d  p u b l i c  h ous i ng^ ' f r i  p r i - n c i p t e ,  he r e a l i z -•v ?)6\  * ■/ v*»« «* V -y
ed t h a t : s o m e t h i n ^ ’&ad t o  be d o n e ,  - ' ^ b e r e ^ o r e i  he saw t o  i t  •

.V  ' .{* j  ~ ■
" t h a t  h.e'Was a p p o i n t e d  t o  a j o i n t  H o u s i n g  Co mmi t t e e  w h i c h  v. >v"

%jjwasi4-o s t u d y .  t h e v p r o b l e m .  Whi l e  s e r v i n g  on t h i s , • Qom m ft.t^e '
•

' “'f McCa'rthy i n t r o d u c e d ^ i b ' i .1 h  w h i c h  wo&Vd- r e q u i  ne^rrre ,  .’g o v e r n -
\  ? $ /  i i v. V ____  ̂ i .. -L t*: «■ i * - 1___y\s£:  ̂_ .♦«»- !*•'ey?

. v

V -^ '-  v̂ VT 

4 V

X w e n t  t o  p ay > h a - l f  t h e  c o s t  o f  s p e c i a l l y  b u i  1 ? ' h o u r s '  t o
- Ifrf.t:' .;.•»•**>> v.*?. -/‘C* *• -5^

' - ' * 7 ' I .  '

" u s e d  by t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n s .  ' U n f S r t u n t f t e l y , thm in-h .; ' ,^
£,^f»r  .-<* *■ '

-/# •.?  w h i l e  i t  p a s s e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  i t  was v o t e d  d o w n ^ rh ^ tf re
r * t .•

S e n a t e . . U n d a u n t e d , he c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p e a k  on t h e  h o u s i n g  vvc
* ’ *!,Ti V, V,'

n e e d s  o f ^ ' t o t a l V y  d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n s  f o r  a l f^ e n t i / ? e  y e ,a r .
V . ‘--

" T h e r e  was no " a p p r e c  i a b l  e . po l  i t  i c a  1 g a i n  tO '.be  had i n  t h i s
V  r '

/p e r s i  sterizt;- e f f o r t .  . L a t e r ,  Mc Ca r t h y  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  e a g e r  t o

^ p o r t r a y  t h e  Seniaftor a s  t h e  c o n s u l a t e  cyp.-ic, c h o s e ^ t o  i g n o r e

i t  - 1 8  ' *
.

. v" MCar t hy  beca me  so c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m
v .  V * y ’

■ r- v ’ • ■ '
t h a t  he d r o p p e d  a l l  h i s  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e  work and  d e d i c a t e d

. *4 x  •

j t h i m s e l f  t o ' T h e  i s s u e ,  becomi  ng s o m e t h i  ng vo f  an e x p e r t  on 

t h e  s u b j e c t .  A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  he c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  wh'fl et . pu b l  i c hous i ng-  was n o t  t h e  a n s w e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n -  

ment  d i d  h a v e  a r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  c r i s i s .  In \  1

, V , 1

yV’

V . 1 '  -
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• I

■g.

■'k- . *• ■ '•'?  ̂ -

a bil3>;~tie i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  M cC ar th y  ^ o p o s e d  t a x  e x e mp 

t i o n s  and  a mp l e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  l ow 

r e n t a l  h o u s i n g .  The b i l l  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  f e d e r a l  a s s i s t -

cince t o  c i t i e s  f o r  s l um c l e a r a n c e  and  an  . e x t e n s i o n  o f
-

i- - ; '  - *
^ m o r t g a g e  i n s u r a n c e .  . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  th e '  f f o u s i n g  Co mmi t t e e

c h o s e  t S * e n d o r s e  a r i v a l  b i l l  wh i c h  i n c l u d e d  a c a l l  f o r
■

p u b l i c  h o u s i n g . .  O v era l-Jk  M c C a r t h y ' s  wor k  on t h e  H o u s i n g ‘%
^  • • . .</ 

Com m .ittee w a s ^ d i g n i f i e d  and  he won p r a i s e  f r o m o b s e r v e r s .

But  "on . . s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g s  M c C a r t h y l ^ t

- * f i n t o  n a s t y  q u a r r e l s  w i t h  w i t n e s s e s  a t  t i m e s  e x h i b i t i n g  a

h o t  t a m p e r  and  a f l a g . r a g t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  e s t a b l i s h e d
- 19c o m m i t t e e  p r o c e d u r e  and  e ve n  common c o u r t e s y . "

A f t e r ^ . t h e  -1948 e l e c t i o n ,  Mc Ca r t h y  beca me  jTni/olved w i t h
jz /.i t . ' • !

a v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  S e n a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w^tch became  k n o y m ^  

a s  t h e  Mai medy’̂ M a s s a c r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The S e n a t e  was 

l o o k i n g  i n t o  a l l e g e d  war  crxjfie.s c o m m i t t e d  b y  A me r i c a n  t r o o p s  

d u r i n g  WorSld W^r I I .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s"^t up a f t e r  

c e r t a i n  p a c i f i s t  and  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  g r o u p s  c l a i m ^ '  t h a t  -t

Amer i  can  - i o l  d i e r s  had e x t r a c t e d ;  t h r o u g h * ' t o r t u r e  , con fe .s$ .i  ons

. f r o m  SS o f f i c e r s  a c c u s e d  o f  s l a u g h t e r i n g  e i g h t y  American.;;.
* • ‘'  '• > ■ ■

p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  d o c u me n t s  

Mc Ca r t h y  became  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  Ame r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  had i n d e e d
_ w

* b e e n  g u i l t y  o 4  V a r  c r i me s . .  As . a .r.e.sul t , he d e i iv c a t e d  h i m-  

s e l f  t o  u n c o v e r i n g  t h e  t r i£ b h “ so t h a t  A m e r i c a ' s  i n t e g r i t y
'  v» tw » . * 4 .' .w V* +

r . a n d  i mage  c o u j d  be p r e s e r v e d *  I r f d e e d ,  h i s  " c o n c e r n  q u i c k l y

r o s e  a bo v e  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and  a s s ume d

g  ' ■ ^
y r- : . f

. ■ .

•• <
V /

r  \

 ' *’
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. ^ / - ' c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  -;a p e r s o n a l ,  c r u s a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f
'■ ' if-1.v* ■ '*•' i n  «' i'

V - n e v i i . ^  r
i r  . •; •» ^ ' r -

He g o t  p e r m i s s i o n  t<p s i t  on t h e  s u b - c o r t m i t t e e  l o o k i n g
~jr . * '■*>

* / ' 4 . ^ i n t o  t h e  c a s e  and  was  a l l o w e d  t o  c r o s s - 'e i t k m in e  w i t n e s s e s . / ^ '~ ^ • \* f '
'■*** f t : .  *

Bef  o r ^ A o n g  he was d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g . s  *as he  “ v i r t u a l l y

t o o k  o v e r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ’, c a s t i g a t i n g  w i t n e s s e s ,  s t o r m -
• / / / ^  v . 

i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e ’l i e a r i  n gs  r oom,  i m p u g n i n g  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  t h e

c o m m i t t e e  and  i t s  c o u n s e l ,  Ma r i n e  C o l o n e l  J o s e p h  C h a mb e r s ,

P  a . C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Meda/l/pf^'-WtffrSr w a n n e r . “ i t  s o o n  became
r-

c l e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  

we r e  i n n o c e n t  o f  any  wr ong  d o i n g .  As a r e s u l t , ,  t h e

c o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  a r e p o r t  c l e a r i n g  t h e  a r my .  M c C a r t h y ,  who
/ , /  ^

■was n e v e r  o n e ; t o  a d m i t  an e r r o r ,  s t u b b o r n l y  s t u c k  t o  h i s
• < •  C

/ b e l i e f  t h a t  t-h& army had  c o m m i t t e d  an i n j u s t i c e .  To h i s  

mi nd t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  r e p o r t  was sim p-ly./a  w h i t e w a s h  o f  t h e  

m i . ^ t a r y .
r }

The Malmedy i n v e s t i g a t i o n  hadolohe ' 1 i t t l  e t o  e n h a n c e

M c C a r t h y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  w h i c h ,  by 1 9 4 5 ,  n e e d e d  a l l  t h e

h e l p  i t  c o u l d  g e t .  F o r ,  a l t h o u g h  h e ' h a d  wo r k e d  h a r d  i n  t h e

S e n a t e ,  he s t i l l  had no^ e s t a b l - f s h e d  a s o l i d  l e g i s l a t i v e "
*  *-*

r e c o r d  wh i c h  wou l d  a p p e a l  t o  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  W i s c o n s i n .
' i

Hi s  work on t h e  h o u s i n g  i s s u e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  had  b e e n  l a r g e 

l y  i g n o r e d  by W i s c o n s i n  n e w s p a p e r s .  .To make m a t t e r s  wo r s e , . .* < "* i\*\
he was c c e n s u r e d / b y  t h e  S t a t e  Supr eme  C o u r t  f o r  h o l d i n g  a

V-

f e d e r a l  o f f i c e  w h i l e  s t i l l  be , i ng a j u d g e ,  t h e r e b y / v / . p l a t i n g
.  i  • ^ >■' ’ / :  '-■■■ ■■

> - t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  . Thus . , . . McCar t hy  n e e d e d  a n '  i s s u e
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*j& /vj. - \ .
t o  bo-o^t h i s  s a g g i n g  r e p u t a t i o n  ayfrom er.- . \;1 - v? \

Some t i me  i n  J ^ te * /J ; '9 4 9  o r ^ heS. dec i d e d  t o
■V-. -/v'

e m p h a s i z e  t h e  p r o b 1 emM)f c o mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o n  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .
<

The c o m m u n i V i - i n - g o v e r n m e n t  / s s u e  was p o l i t i c a l l y  p r o f i t a b l e

'  /and  . p o p u l a r  among R e p u b l i c a n s a t  t h a t  t i m e  so i t  was- n o t
7 :> l '*1 .

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  wo u l d  want'S%^'-:g e t  i n  on t h e  a c t .

* M o r e o v e r ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  thle p r o b l e m  o^ .  Red s y b v e r « j o n  had
- j * '  ■ t ■ «< V  .*

b e e n ^ g r o w i n g  s t e a d i  l y  ‘d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  f o r t i ;e§. when i t  *vT

a p p e a r e d  t h a t  th £ .  U n i t e d  St a t ues  g o v e r n m e n t  had  b e e n  i n f i l -
^  2 2  I ^  ‘

t r a i e d  by c£fiRmurRJS.ts. . i-He h 4 d no way t o  know t h a t  h i s
t

d e c i  s i orv t o  t t t f k a - o n  c o mmu n i s m-' u $ d ^ a s s u r e  hi m a p l a c e  i n

• i f  
■ -V-'

r  '  >
A m e r ic a ^ 'S h is - to r y .  ,.-f-

Hi s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  co&mtfn i s m, wh i c h  was t o  d o m i n a t e

t h e  r e s t  o f  • v l j . r i ' l i f  je , b e g a n  i n  ^ h e e l i n g ,  We£fc~ V i r g i n i a  , on 

F e b r u a r y  9 , 1950 v y ^ tL j ie  t o l d  t h e  Qfj*io f p u n t y  Women' s  

R e p u b l i c a n  Cl ub  o f  ^ h e e ' t i n g  t h £ t  t h e r e  we r e  c a r d - c a r r y i n g  

„-V c o m m u n i s t s  w o r k i n g  t n  ' t h e v S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a 1  

c o n t r o v e r s y  o y e r  e x a c t l y  how many, ■communists Mc Ca r t h y
7 .  *^c

c l a i m e d  we r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t g i ^ n t .  ' Some  " say  he u s e d  t h e
p -  *r  '  ^  v

? f  i gyre* 205 , whi lie- Mc Ca r t h y  and- o t h e r s  c l a i m  t h e  numbe r  u s e d
■:? r  ^ ; "

r '  wasf1 § 7 .  The a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e  t e n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  M c C a r t h y ' s
. * *. 23

^  c o n t e n t i o n .  The A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  w r o t e  a r s h o r t  s t o r y  •

.(JtV- t h e  s p e e c h  and  s e n t  i t  o v e r  t h e  t e l e t y p e s .  On F e b r u a r y  

10,; e i g h t e e n  n e w s p a p e r s , . ^ c a r r i e d  t h e y  s t o r y  a n d ^ p n  ^ F e b r u a r y  11 

te 'n more  p i c k e d  i t  up .  On l y  t h r e e  n e w p a p e r s  g a v e  i t  f r o n t  

p a g e  c o v e r a g e  and  t w o ' o f  t h o s e  we r e  s ma l l  p a p e r s  t h a t

■** . *
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2 4a l ways -  p u t  n a t i o n a l ' ne.ws^rfn • p a g e  o n e .  O b v i o u s l y ,  news

e d i t o r s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  a s p e e c f c h a b o u t  c o mmu n i s t  s u b v £ r s ‘io r tv
v - • •+*

d e l i v e r e d  by ai f  o b s c u r e  S e n a t o r ,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y ' V r f e w s -
* **

w o r t h y .  / A  '  .
‘ m * •" mf

' '  -'■* * ’•*
•IDfr^'February 1 0 ,  Mc C a r t h y  a r r i  vedvfTi S a l t  Lake  Ci £ y  and

r e p e a t e t f ' i i i s  c h a r g e  t h a ^ t h e r e  we r e  57:u to m m u m \s ts  i n ' t h e ^ .  '

S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t .^ . .  The n e x t  day  he s e n t  a t e l e g r a m  t o
i .

* .  •

^ .V R re .s  i d e n t  Truman a s k i n g  him t o  f u r n i  sh* C o n g r e s s  w i t h  t h e
*r 1 z, *.*>, a >  -

names  o f  a l l  S t a t e  D e p a r tm ^ n .t ’̂ e m p lo y e e s  who we r e  c o n s i d e r e d
— ^  5‘""' - . v  ^

x -'~- "~.-fcUd s e c u r i t y  r i s k s .  B e f o r e  I onq  ,^ Mc C a r t h y  1 s r e m a r k s  earne th --^ .
, ’ - r  ^

him t h e  f u l l  w r a i h  ‘b-f> t h e  Truman A dm 'yv-Tstrati  o n . On
-  ' S ' i ,  ~ * i  “  . V

F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  De p u t y  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  J o h n  R e u r i f o y  „
’ • •• ♦ ^ t

d e n f e d  M c C a r t h y  ‘ s -d ft.arges  and  c h a l l e n g e d  him t o  i d e n t i f y  
* ” S'*?' '  ^

. t h e  S T ^ c e m m u n i s t s . T h r e e  dSVs^ Va-ter P r e s i d e n t  Truman d e -

c l a r e d .^ L h ? t  £ J -p £ a r th y 's  a c - c u s a t i  ons  we r e  f a l s e ,  w h i l e  S e n a t o r
i 4 * -»**. i*

}? ^  ‘ ,A
-* > S c o t t :  L u c a s ,  , the .  D e m o c r a t i c  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r ,  d e p l o r e d  w |ia t  

he c a l l e d  M c C a r t h y ' s 1 s h a m e f u l  s l u r  on t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  

I t  s h o u l d - ' b e .  po . i n t e d  o u t . l h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  had n o t  b e e n  t h e  on l y .  

;; .Republ  i c a n  t o ^ s p e a k  o u t  a g a i n s t  c o mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o n  on 

t h e  d a t e  o f  F eb -n ia ry  9 , ,  wh i c h  h a p p e n e d  t o ^ b e .  L-i ncoi-1 n'"Hay .
V  ’ \  .

I n d e e d ,  s eve r a l - - . ( t epub l  i c a n s  , i n c l u d i n g  some p r o m i n e n t '  o n e s
^  4- 

had made s i m i l a r  F i n c o l n  Day s p e e c h e s . ’' B u t ' t h e  t y d m i n i s t r -
> •  :

a t i o n  d e c i d e d  t-o s i n g l e " J 3 u t  Mc Ca r t h y  as  t h e i r  t a r g e t . b e -
• • *̂5 >•-

i c a u s e  h i s .  s-p.eech was u n i q u e ,  i n  t l - f ^ t ^ i t  i n c l u d e d  a s e e m i n g -
*f v N ^1

l y  vul  n e r a b t e T ^ ' r e f e r e o c e  t o  a nur f ber  o f . 1 o y a l t y ; r i s k s  i n

;  t h e  go v e rn m e h - t . .^ j  .. V.-'-v*

' i"
* * \

-  w  ^  v.*
♦ ■ - - *. •

:  ■ .  0 “ " ' ' k .-
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T h u s ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t u r n e d  t h e  h e a t  on M c C a r t h y ,  

d a r i n g  hi m t o ’rialme t h e  Coromuni s t  . S p i e s  he had  d e c l a r e d  

we r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  I t  was  t h e i r  h o p e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h a t  he wo u l d  a d m i t  t h a t ;  fte had  no names  a nd  t h u s  p r o v i d e  

a v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  D e mo c r a t s  o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  wi n g  R e p u b l i c a n s .  

Mc Ca r t h y  ^ h o w e v e r , was  n o t . o n e  t o  b a c k  down,  f r o m  a f i g h t .

I n s t e a d ’ he met  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  c h a l  J .e n g e . he a d  o n ,  when 

on F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  he t o o k  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  and  d o c u m e n t e d  an 

e x p a n d e d  *»1:iSt o f  some 80 c h a r g e s ’. He d i d  n o t  name names j  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c a s e s  o n l y  a s  n u m b e r s .  In t h e  s p e e c h  

he d e c l a r e - d ' " I  s h a l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  a d e t a i l e d  c a s e

on e a c h  o n e ,  a c a s e  wh i c h  woul d  c o n v i n c e  a j u r y .  Al l  I am .
c  \

d o i n g  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  so t h a t  a n y o n e  who 

're-acLs t h e ; r e c o r d  Wi l l  ha ve  a good i d e a  o f  t h e  numbe r  o f
26 ■■c o m mu n i s t s  in " - th e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t . "  He a l s o  a d m i t t e d

t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  he w as"~uslng was jfOt p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r e s h .
• •' s " ' 4 .. '

" T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w " ,  h e - s t a t e d ,  " I t  h a s  b e e n

t h e r e  a l o n g  - t i me .  r-&f t h e  S e n a t o r  o r  a n y o n e  e i s e '  who, i s

i n t e r e s t e d  had e x p e n d e d  s u f f i c i e n t  e f f o r t  he c o u l d  ha ve
'  * • 9 7

b r o u g h t  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e . "  Hi s  

e v i d e n c e ,  i n  f a c t ,  came f r o m t h e  " Lee  L i s t "  w h i c h  had b e e n  

p r e p a r e d  i n  1947 by R o b e r t  E . L e e ,  a n _  i n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  

t h e  House  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  Mc Ca r t h y  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was o l d  made h i s  c h a r g e s  a l l  

t h e  more . s e r i o u s  . Why w e ^ e ^ l o y a l t y ‘r i s k s  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  

f o r  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ?  For  some r e a s o n ,  h e '-m .is le  d t h e
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S e n a t e  a s  t o  w h e r e  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  came f r o m .  I n s t e a d  0 /  

a d m i t t i n g  h i s  u s e  o f  t h e  Lee L i s t ,  he c l a i m e d  " t h a t  he Ifad 

p i e r c e d  t h e  i r o n  c u r t a i n  o f  S t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  s e c r e c y  and 

w i t h  t h e  a i d  ojf^some good l o y a l  A m erica’ns  i n  t h e  S t a t e

D e p a r t m e n t  h^id: c o m p i l e d  air-v^l a r mi n g  p i c t u r e  o f  e s p i o n a g e
28

and  t r e a s o n .  " I t  was a mi s t a k e -  t o  m i s l e a d ' t h e  Sen a t e  

and  i t  wou l d  come b a c k  t o  h a u n t  him l a t e r .

At  a ny  r a t e ,  t h o u g h  he d i d  n o t  name n a me s ,  he w ent" 

t h r o u g h  h i s  l i s t ,  c a s e  b y ' c a s e ,  i n  a s i x - h o u r  s p e e c h  t h a t  

was c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  by D e m o c ra ts  i n t e n t  on h a r a s s i n g  

h i m.  In some c a s e s ,  he e x a g g e r a t e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  he'  h a d ,  

c a l l i n g  a f e l l o w  t r a v e l l e r  a c o mmu n i s t  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o r  

l a b e l l i n g  an a l l e g e d  p r o - c o m j u n i s t  a p r o v e n  p r o - c o m m u n i s t .  

" I n m o s t  c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  we r e .

n e i t h e r  d e t a i l e d  n o r  e m p h a t i c  e n o u g h  t o  s h o v e  a g i v e n  c a s e
29 '• ’i n t o  a h i g h e r  s e c u r i t y  c a t e g o r y . "  When t h e  s p e e c h  was

o v e r ,  b o t h  p a r t i e s  we r e  e a g e r  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  h i s  

c h a r g e s .  The R e p u b l i c a n s  h o p e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s 

t i g a t i o n  woul d  r e v e a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  e m b a r a s s i n g  t h e  

D e m o c r a t i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The D e m o c r a t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  was e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e ,  

and  t h e y  " we r e  now more  c o n f i d e n t  t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d

s w i f t l y  c r u s h  M c C a r t h y ' s  a l - l e g a t i o n s  and  t a u n t  t h e  G . O. P .
30w i t h  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  u n t i l  t h e  p o l l s  o p e n e d . "

To a s s u r e  t h e i r  v i c t o r y j t h e  D e mo c r a t s  s o u g h t  t o  p r e 

v e n t  Mc Ca r t h y  f r o m h i d i n g  b e h i n d  n a m e l e s s  c a s e s  by l e t t i n g
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i t  be known t h a t  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  hi m t o  name nam es b e f o r e  any  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e .  Mc Ca r t h y  c a l m l y  a g r e e d .  Thus  on

The '.. S e n a t e  Co mmi t t e e  on F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s ,  o r  
any^ d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  s u b - c o m m i t t e e  t h e r e o f ,  i s  
a u t h o r i z e d  a nd  d i r e c t e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a f u l l  and  
c o m p l e t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  p e r s o n s  who 
a r e  d i s l o y a l  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r , h a v e  b e e n ,  
e mp l o y e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e .

•N, : .
The c o mmi t e e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s - c h a i r e d  by 

M i l l a r d  T y d i n g s  f r o m M a r y l a n d .

The h e a r i n g s  o p e n e d  on March 8 , and  Mc Ca r t h y  was r e a d y  

f o r  a c t i o n .  He now had  a l i s t  o f  110 names  t o  p r e s e n t '  t o  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  s h o u l d  be.  p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  names  w e re  n o t  j u s t  a d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

old.- Lee L i s t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  a ^ s l a t e  oV c h a r g e s  

b a s e d  on e v i d e n c e  Mc Ca r t h y  had r e c e i v e d  f r o m v e t e r a n  a n t i 

c o m m u n i s t s  who w i s h e d  t o ^ i d  hi m i n  h i s  s t u r g g l e .  i n  f a c t ,

t h e r e  we r e  37 names  on M c C a r t h y ' s  l i s t  who d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  on 
32t h e  Lee L i s t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  T y d i n g s  Co mmi t t e e  was 

n o t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s u b v e r s i o n  i n  g o v e r n 

me n t .  T h e i r  ma i n  g o a l  wasO.to d i s c r e d i t  Mc Ca r t hy  and  v i n d i 

c a t e  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h i s  f a c t  became  o b v i o u s  f r o m 

t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g s  when t h e  D e m o c r a t s  g r e e t e d  

Mc Ca r t h y  w i t h  s c o r n f u l  c o n t e m p t .  B e f o r e  he c o u l d  e v e n  

b e g i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  he was h a r a s s e d  w i t h  r e p e a t e d  demands

F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  p a s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n :

t o  a n s w e r  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  i m m e d i a t e l y .  The Democ

t a c t i c s  p r o m p t e d  one S e n a t o r  t o  r e ma r k i: a p e r f e c t l y
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e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e .  I have" n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h f n g ^ l  i k e  *

i t ,  a n d  I ha ve  b e e n  ,h e r e  s i n c e  1 9 3 7 .  . . I do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d
33•wha|. k i n d  o f  game i s  b e i n g  p l a y e d  h e r e . "

'■S* _■ ‘ ' V.
F i n a l l y ,  MeCarth_^-‘;^as  a l l o w e d  t o  . p r e s e n t  h i s  c a s e s ; * "  

b u t  e v e n  t h e n  t h e  h a r a s s m e n t  c o n t T n u e d  a s  t h e  D em ocr 'a ts-  

j n t e r r u p t e d  him c o n t i n u a l ! y . By March T 4 ,  Mc Ca r t h y  had 

s u c c e e d e d  ' in na mi ng  n i n e  p e o p l e  whom h e / f e l t  w e re  p o s s i b l e  

s e c u r i t y  r i s k s  and  who,  t h e r e f o r e ^ s h o u l d  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

They we r e  E s t h e r  .,B^iinta u e r , a S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f f i c i a l ,
• o  •<"* •'..vr. <■> v-'

• S t e p h e n  B r u n a u o r  from./'itne Navy b u r e a u ,  D o r b t h y  Ke nyon ,  a

d e l e g a t e  t o  UNESCO, H a l d o r e  H a n s o n ,  an o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e

' P o i n t  F o u r  . f t wg r a m,  G u s t a v o  D u r a n ,  ^ n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e
,r f -

U n i t e d  s t a t i o n s  , H a r^ jw  S h a p e l y  arid F r e d e r i c k  Sc h u ma n ,  who
■ * .V " . , —

\T>' • r  "
we r e  b o t h  un i  v e r ^ t y ^ r o ^ f g s . s b r s  , Jo h n .-> $ erv ice  , a n o t h e r

S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l ,  P h i l i p  J e s s u p ,  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r -

a t - l a r g e  a n d  Owen L a t t i m o r e ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Page
?34Sc h o o l  o f  Dr i p i omacy . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l i t t l e  e l s e  was

a c c o m p l i s h e d ^ a s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  mor e  i n t e r e s t

ed  i n  d i s c r e d i t i n g  M c C a r t h y ' t h a n  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  a s e_r i ous

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e ^ S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .

The h e a r i n g s ,  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  we r e  a" t r a v e s t y .

Co mmi t t e e  member s  p a mp e r e d  any  w i t n e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  known.

c o m m u n i s t s ,  who d i s c r e d i t e d  M c C a r t h y ' s  e v i d e n c e ^ a n d  i n s u l t -
35ed  a n d  s m e a r e d  a n y o n e  whos e  t e s t i m o n y  s u p p o r t e d  McCar thy- .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  M c C a r t h y ,  f o r .  some" r e a s o n , was n o t  a l l o w e d  t o
i -

c r o s s - e x a m i n e  any  w i t n e s s  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  h e a r i n g s . • * What

■' t
R e p ro d u c e d  w ith  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  c o p y r ig h t o w n e r . F u r th e r  re p ro d u c tio n  p ro h ib ite d  w ith o u t p e rm is s io n .



was w o r s t  o f . a l l ,  t h o u g h ,  was  ;t h e  way t h e  c o m m i t t e e  j c le 'a r e d  

a l l  t h o s e  a c c u s e d  by  Mc Ca r t h y  w i t h o u t  e ve n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

They e i t h e r  t o o k  t h e  word o f - . t h e  a c c u s e d  o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  a g e n c y  t h e y  w ere ,  s u p p o s e d l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g , -
i . . '*

a s  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e s  w e re '  n o t - j u s t i f i e d . T h u s ,  on 

J u l y  1 8 ,  a R e p o r t  was f i l e d v b y -  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  n o t  s u r 

p r i s i n g l y ,  ga ve  t h e  S t a t e  D e .p a r tm e n t  a c l e a n  b i l l  o f  h e a l t h .
* • *f

. M o r e o v e r ,  i t  a l s o  a c c u s e d  Mc Ca r t h y  o f  p e r p e t r a t i n g  a “ f r a u d

a nd  a h o a x "  and  l a b e l l e d  h i s  c h a r g e s  a s  " p e r h a p s  t h e  mo s t

n e f a r i o u s  c a m p a i g n  o f  h a l f t r u t h s  i n  t h e . h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
* ’' - -

‘ R e p u b l i c . " .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  t h a t  w h i l e  th e -

c ommi t t e ' e  c o n s i d e r e d  M c C a r t h y ' s  c h a r g e s  a ‘h o a x ,  o f f i c i a l s

1 a t  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t .  In f a c t ,  t h e  a g e n c y  r e -
’  \

e x a m i n e d  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  62 S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  e m p l o y e e s

named by Mc Ca r t h y  ahd  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  T y d i n g s

C o mmi t t e e  R e p o r t ,  e i g h t e e n  o f  t he m we r e  l a b e l l e d  s e c u r i t y
3 6- r i s k s  and  f i r e d .  Y e t ,  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  same p e o p l e  who

were- c l e a r e d  by t h e  Tydi -ngs C o m m i t t e e .  C l e a r l y ,  i n  t h e i r  -

a t t e m p t  t o  .a t fa c -k  Mc C a r t h y ,  t h e  Co mmi t t e e  had n o t ' d o n e  t h e

, . m o s t  t h o r o u g h  j o b .

At  any  r a t e ,  t h e  two R e p u b l i c a n  member s  on t h e  c o m m i t t

-ee r e f u s e d . t o  s i g n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  d i s m i s s i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

3 7a s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n a c c u r a t e  and i n s u l t i n g  t o  Mc Ca r t h y .

Even m o d e r a t e  R e p u b l i c a n s  who- o p p o s e d  M c C a r t h y ' s  me t h o d s  

f e l t  t h e  r e p o r t  was d e s i g n e d  f i r s t ,  t o  g e t  M c C a r t h y ,  and  

s e c o n d l y ,  t o  wh i t e wa s h -  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  . Thus  t h e
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R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  c o nde mne d  t h e  R e p o r t .

I t  wou l d  seem  t h a t  t h e  T y d i n g s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a c c o m p l i s h 

ed v e r y  l i t t l e .  M c C a r t h y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  f a i l e d  t o  e x p o s e  a 

s i n g l e  " c a r d - c a r r y i n g  c o m mu n i s t "  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  

th rough: he d i d  name l o y a l t y  r i s k s .  The c o m m i t t e e  f o r  i t s  

g a r t ,  a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  f a i l e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  

erf t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  Y e t ,  t i re  T y d i n g s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

was e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  made . McCar thy,  a n a t i o n a l  

c e l e b r i t y .  “ The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  Mc Ca r t h y  i n  t h e  

e y e s  o f  a f ew a r t i c u l a t e  and  m i l l i o n s  o f  i n a r t i c u l a t e ,  a n t i 

c o mmu n i s t s  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r  i n  t h e  f i g h t  t o  e x p o s e '
38c o mmu n i s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  g a . .v e rn m en t . 11 On . 

t h e  p t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e a r n e d  Mc Ca r t h y  t h e  

e t e r n a l  h a t r e d  o f  Ame r i c a n  l i b e r a l s  who we r e  b l a t a n t  a n t i -  

a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s .

En r a g e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  T y d i n g s  had  f a i l e d x ^ n  h i s  

t a s k  t o  c r u s h  M c C a r t h y ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  be c a me
f

o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  d e s t r o y  him t h e m s e l v e s .  " T h e i r  

own f o r m i d a b l e  p r o p a g a n d a  f a c i 1 i t i e s  had f o c u s e d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

a t t e n t i o n  on t h i s  one  g l a d i a t o r  t h a t  a l l  m i g h t  be e d i f i e d  

by h i s  - f o r t h c o m i n g  humi  1 i a t i o n ; *  . i t  was u n t h i n k a b l e  now t o  

t u r n  o u t  t h e ' l i g h t s  a nd  r e f u n d  t h e / t i c k e t s  w i t h o u t  a s how.  

T h u s ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  a s s a u l t  on Mc Ca r t h y  b e g a n .  The l i b e r a l  

me d i a  p o r t r a y e d  hi m a s  a " r u t h l e s s ,  r e c k l e s s ,  m i n d l e s s
40f i e n d  who- ha d  y e t  to'  u t t e r -  -hi s • f i r s t  h o n e s t  s t a - t e m e n ' t . 11 

Not  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s-imp.le n a m e - c a l l i n g ,  some l i b e r a l

„ 39
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n e w s p a p e r s  b e g a n  d i g g i n g  i n t o  M c C a r t h y ' s  p a s t  and  p r i n t e d /  , 

c o u n t l e s s  h a l f - t r u t h s  and  d i s t o r t e d  s t o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  

r e c o r d  as  b o t h  j u d g e  and  S e n a t o r .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  

p r i n t e d  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  c a l l e d  f o r  s u g a r  d e - c d h t r o l  a t  t h e  

b i d d i n g  o f  t h e  P e p s i - C o xl a  c o m p a n y . a n d  t h a t  he o p p o s e d  

\  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g  b e c a u s e  he was a t o o l . o f  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e

\ l o b b y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  was c l a i m e d  t h a t  he t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e
;

/  Malmedy i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o '  p l e a s e  h i s  p r o - N a z i  b a c k e r s  i n

W i s c o n s i n .  The f a c t  t h a t - t h e s e  s m e a r s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e V y
V *

u n t r u e  seem ed  t o  mean l i t t l e  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l s .  ‘Y e t , - i r o n i c a l  

l y ^ i t  was t h e  1 i b e r a l s - w h o  , d u r i n g  t h e  T y d i n g s  h e a r i n g s ,

/  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s l . y  d e n o u n c e d  McCar t hy  a s  a man who s m e a r e d

i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e ;  o r  Who made i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and  r e c k l e s s .  '  

a c c u s a t i o n s !  In f a c t ,  t h e y  e v e n  c o i n e d  t h e  word " Mc Ca r t h y -  

i sm"  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s  t e c h n i q u e s - - t e c h n i q u e s / t h e y  . t h e m s e l v e s  

wou l d  u s e  i n  t h e i r  c a m p a i g n  t o  d i s c r e d i t  h i m.  In s h o r t ,  

t h e  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  l i b e r a l s  p r e d o m i n a t e  

a )  r e f u s e d  t o  t r y  and  u n d e r s t a n d  Mc Ca r t h y  o r  t h e  phenomenon

o f  McCar t l i i s m and b)  a c t e d  b r u t a l l y  t o w a r d  him* and i n c r e a s -
Q  41

m g l y  t o w a r d  i t . "

r y  ■ D esp.vte  t h i s  v a s t  l i b e r a l  c a m p a i g n  t o  s me a r  h i m,
*“ —■ /*
M cC arthy  c o n t i n u e d  t o  war n  A me r i c a n s  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  -o.f 

c o mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o n  i n  h i g h  p l a c e s .  I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  was no l o n g e r  a d e v i c e  t o  g a r n e r  v o t e s
N.

a s  f a r  a s  Mc Ca r t h y  was c o n c e r n e d .  He was now s e i z e d  by 

“ an i n t e n s e ,  a l m o s t  f a n a t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Reds  Who
~r'r . 0

-  V
v
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l u r k e d  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  o b s e s s i o n  o f t e n  w e a r i e d  h i s

s t a f f ,  .b o re d  o l d  f r i e n d s  and  a s t o n i s h e d  s e v e r a l  S e n a t e  ~
* '

c o l l e g u e s . .  I t  was ,i r o n i c  t h a t ,  w h i l e  c r i t i c s  r a i l e d  a t

Mc Ca r t h y  f o r -  b e i n g  w h o l l y  c y n i c a l  ^ i m m o r a l  a n d . e v e n  a mo r a l
-?• - - " : 4 2

t h o s e  c l o s e s t  t o  him'  knew t h a t  he  h ad '.b eco m e  .a z e a l o t . "

For  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  he wou l d  d e v o t e  a l m o s t  al'T h iS ''" " * ^

e n e r g y '  t o  a n t i - c o mm u n i s m. -  - •• y

I n t t j e  1950 c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n ' h e  t r a v e l l e d  a l l  t,.
Y

• ' a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ^  g i v i n g  s p e e c h e s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n t i 

c o m m u n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  and  d e n o u n c i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  

r e c o r d  o f  t h e  Truman A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  E ^ g e r .  f o r  r e v e n g e ," ' '  

he c a m p a i g n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  i n  Ma r y l a n d  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

c a n d i d a t e  who o p p o s e d  M i l l i a r d  T y d i n g s .  When t h e  e l e c t i o n  

was o v e r ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  g a i n e d  f . iy e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  

and  2 8 -in t h e  Ho u s e .  In - a d d i t i o n ,  many o f  t h o s e ,  n e w l y -  

e l e c t e d  Co n g r e s s me n  we r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  wh i c h  e n h a n c e d  t h e  ' 

power  o f  t h e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  Amer i c an ,  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M c C a r t h y ’ s 

o w n ' p o w e r  was a l s o  e n h a n c e d  by t h e , „ e l e c t i p n ,  a s  mo s t  p e o p l e  

g a v e  him c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  many p r o m i n e n t  D e m o c r a t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  Tydi ngs . .  T h i s  a n a l y s i s - h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  d i s p u t e d ^  . 

a nd  mp s t  h i s t o r i a n s  ■'now b e l i e v e  t h a t  M c C a r t h y ’ s p a r t  i n  t h e  

1950 e l e c t i o n  was o v e r r a t e d .  R i c h a r d  F r i e d , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,
* n ‘ ^

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  many Mc C a r t h y - i t e s  won e l e c t i o n  so t o o
* J

v *■

dicF many l i b e r a l  o p p o n e f r t s  o f  Mc Ca r t h y .  He a l s o  p o i n t s -
>•’

o u t  t h a t  t h e  Republ  i c an :  v i c t o r y  was n o t  a s  g r e a t  a s  t h e

43one  s c o r e d  i n  t h e  1946 e l e c t i o n .  B u t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,
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■v p e o p l e  a t . t r i W t e d  t o  Mc Ca r t h y  t h e  pow er t o  d e f e a t  h i s  '
:~v- » .

e n e m i e s  a t  t h e  p o l l s  by. l a b e l l i n g  t he m a s  - s o f t  op ^communj  sm.  

T h i s  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  p r e s t i g e  a p d  pow er and  made him s ome body  

t o  be taken... v e r y  s e r i o u s l y .  :

As a l r e a d y  noted-* M cCarthy, by l a t e  1950 had  becom e 

one  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  s p o k e s ma n  f o r .  t h e  c o n s e i ^ r S t i  ve w i n g  o f  ; 

■dris p a r t y .  He u'sed t h i s  n e w - f o u n d  i n f l u e n c e  t o  a d v a n c e  ; -
> - '.  • . ‘ - X*-n •

t h e ^ a u s e  o f  a n t i - c o m m u n i s m  by  p u b l i c l y  a t t a c k i n g  a n y o n e  . 

who,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  was  a i d i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  D u r i n g  

. ... t h e  Kor ean  War ,  he r e g u l a r l y  l a s h e d  o u t  a t  "b.oth- H a r r y  Truman
v • /  ;'*k: ■■ . j j  ' . .

K and  Dean A c h e s o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  "He c a l l e d  t h e

P r e s i d e n t  a ■ s - . o . b .  and d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  d i s m i s s

• Ma c Ar t h u r  was a c o m mu n i s t  v i c t o r y  won w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  b o u r -
44bon a n d  bend  i c t i  n e . "  He a l s o  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

r e s i g n a t i o n  o r  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  whom 

he c a l l e d '  t h e  "Red Dean o f  F a s h i o n " .  He l e d  c a m p a i g n s  t o  

deny  S e n a t e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t o  Anna R o s e n b e r g ,  who was n o m i n 

a te d .  t o ‘ s e r v e  a s - a n  a i d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n c e  and  t o  

v P h i l i p  J e s s u p ,  who was n o m i n a t e d  t o  be a d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y j o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e y  

wer e  p o s s i b l e  s e c u r i t y  r . i sk -s .  Hi s  mos t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l
'A

a t t a c k  c a m e ‘ on J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 5 1 ,  when he a s s a i l e d  Ge o r g e  C. 

M a r s h a l l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War .  In a 6 0 , 0 0 0  word s p e e c h ,

-- .-M cC arthy  - b l a s t e d  M a r s h a l l  ' s  r o l e  i n - A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

s i n c e  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  and  we n t  so f a r  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t ,  t h e e w a s
1 < i •, f- .

some k i n d  o f  t r a / r t o r .  . T h i s . a t t a c k  c a u s e d  q u i t e ,  a s t i r ,
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a s  M a r s h a l l  was a p o p u l a r  p u b l i c  f i g u r e .  "As w a r t i m e  l e a d -
• •. \  v*”'

e r s v, E i s e n h o w e r  afid Ma c A r t h u r  w e r e  g r e a t e r  p o p u l a r  h e r o e s .  

But  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  ^ i f . / a n y  A me r i c a n  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  had 

b u i l t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  good an i mage  as  a man t h a n  

Ge or ge  C a t l e t t  M a r s h a l l . "  T h e s e  k i n d s  o f  a t t a c k s  k e p t  4
"  'r

M c C a r t h y ' i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  and  a l s o  b r o u g h t  l i b e r a l i s m  t o  a 

b o i l .  ' *
• • i * '• V* t ‘ ° '

One myt h  t h a t  ha s  e me r g e d  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  Mc Ca r t h y  was 

ma k i ng  t h e s e  c h a r g e s ,  no one  d a r e d  t o  o p p o s e  h i m.  In f a c t ,
*♦ . ’ i

>.* r

•many b e l - i e v e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - e x p e r i e n c e d  a R e i g n  o f

T e r r o r  d u r i n g  w h i c h  McCar t hy  f r i g h t e n e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  c i t i z e n s

i n t o  s i l e n c e .  One 1 ' i b e r a l  d e c ] a r e d , t h a t v'“ such-  was t h e

r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e d  an - a c t  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o u r a g e
46t o  c o n t r i b u t e  money t o  H a r v a r d . "  . v Ye t ,  no s u c h  R e i g n  o f  

T e r r o r  e x i s t e d , -  f o r  "on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  e n t i r e  

c a r e e r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a t t a c k i n g ,  bei . rig 

a t t a c k e d  and  c o u n t e r a t t a c k i n g . " ^  The- 1 i b e r a  1 " m e d i a ■ f ' o f "  ' 

i n s t a n c e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  hammer  away a t  M c C a r t h y ,  e m p l o y i n g  

e m o t i o n a l i s m ,  d i s t o r t i o n ,  s m e a r . t a c t i c s  and  g u i l t  by a s s o c i 

a t i o n .  Ne ws pape r s  i n  Wi s o n s i n  l a b e l l e d  him a f a s c i s t ,  ‘a 

Nazi  and  e v e n  a Co mmu n i s t .  The l i b e r a l  coTunrn’i'S't, Drew- .  

P e a r s o n ,  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  c o n v i n c e  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y

was an a n t i - s e m i t e ,  wh. i Je c a r t o o n i s t  H e r b ! o c k  yd-ijew him as
49 ■ -an a p e .  One o f  t h e  w o r s t  a t t a c k s  came i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f

1 9 5 1 ,  when t h e  l i b e r a l  New York P o s t  , p u b l i s h e d  a s e v e n t e e n

p a r t  s e r i e s  t i t l e d  "The  One-Man Mob o f  J o e  Mc C a r t h y . " ’
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< - "The  s e r i e s  was a ^hig.ftTy e m o t i o n a l  b u t  r e m a r k a b l y  t h o r o u g h

' c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  evef’r y f l i i n g  u n s a v o r y  t ha t *  Rad b e e n  dug up a b o u t
50 • '■*

Mc Ca r t hy  i n  t h e  pastV-" The a r t i c l e s  s m e a r e d  Mc Ca r t h y  by- '

d i s t o r t i n g  h i s , p a r t  i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  i s s u e '  and .  ..the Malmedy

h e a r i n g s .  They a l s o  c a l l e d  . h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  f a s c i s t s  and
■ ’- r ' '  ■ ’ '

i m p l i e d  t h a t  he was  a h o m o s e x u a l . . .  L i b e r a l  p o l i t i c a n s  a l s o  . • 

b e g a n  t o  - s t e p  up t h e i r  c a mp a i g n  t o  d i s c r e d i t  Mc C a r t h y .  In 

1 9 5 1 ,  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and  member s  o f  h i s , :Admi ni  s t r a t i  on 

l a u n c h e d  ^ s t r o n g  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  h i m.  T h e s e  a t t a c k s  we r e  so  

i . . ^ s t r o n g  t h a t ’25 R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t o r s  d e n o u n c e d  t hem as  s me a r
51

t a c t i c s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  i . t  was n o t  d a n ;g e r o u s  t o  a t t a c k  

Mc C a r t h y . -:-'

" ’' . McCar t hy a l s o  s u f f e r e d  a t t a c k s  f r o m w i t h i n  t h e  S e n a t e .

■' For  i n s t a n c e ,  a f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  M i l l a r d  T y d i n g s  f i l e d  

a c o mp 1 . a i p t / ' w j t h  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on P r i v i l e g e s  and  E l e c t i o n s  

c l a i m i n g  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  h a d . u S e d  l i b e l o u s  and  u n l a w f u l  t a c 

t i c s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n .  The commi t t e e  1 s < . i n v e s t i  g a -  

" t i a n ' T e ' d  t o  u n f a v o u r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  Mc Ca r t h y  and r e s u l t -  <

ed i n  a r e p o r t  . c r i t i c a l  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Ma r y l a n d
52 'S e n a t o r i a l  r a c e .  A n o t h e r  a t t a c k  came f r o m S e n a t o r  W i l l i a m

Bent ’o n ,  a l i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t , .who i n  t h e  summer  o f  1 9 5 Tr'

b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  M c C a r t h y ' s  e x p u l -
53s i o n  f r om t h e  S e n a t e .  Ben t on  p r e s e n t e d  t e n  c a s e s  wh i c h  

s u p p o r t e d  h i £  v i e w t h a t  McCar t hy  was n o t  f i t  t o  be a 

S e n a t o r .  Th e s e  c a s e s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  r e c o u n t e d  

M c C a r t h y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ■i b  t h e  s u g a r ,  h o u s i n g  and  Malmedy
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i s s u e s  a n d ' b r p u g h t  up h i s  p a r t ,  i n  t h e  T y d i n g s  h e a r i n g s .

Mos t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he had  c h e a t e d  on h i s  

t a x e s  and  had a c c e p t e d  b r i b e s  f r o m v a r i o u s  lo'bTsy g r o u p s . ^  

Even- t ua ' l - l y, t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e
•v : v • • ■-

He nn i ngs '  Co mmi t t e e  w h i c h  was t o - i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c h a r g e s

b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  by B e n t o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f o r  l i b e r a l s ' "

e v e r y w h e r e ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  was u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  any  s p e c i f i c

e v i d e n c e  l i n k i n g  Mc Ca r t h y  t o  any  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The

- . ^ R e p o r t  d i d  s u g g e s t  p o s s i b l e ,  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t a x  l a ws  and

c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e s  s u c h  a s  t a k i n g  b r i b e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y j t j ^ p l d

h o t ' p r o v e  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s !  Any ' o b j e c t i v e  o b s e r v e r  wou l d

h a v e  q u i c k l y  s e e n  t h e  R e p o r t  f o r  wh a t  i t  w a s ,  a s me a r  j o b .
- *

In f a c t - , '  " t h i s  h u r r i e d  and  u n f a i r  r e p o r t  s h o u l d  h a ve  b e e n

q u i c k l y  d i s m i s s e d  by t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l i b e r a l s  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l

c o mmu n i t y  f o r  . i t . c o n t a i n e d  f e a t u r e s  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d •w i t h

e x t r e m i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d - c o n d e mn e d  a s  M c C a r t h y i s m .  B u t . . .

many o t h e r w i s e  r e a s o n a b l e  p e o p l e  ^welcorned t h e  He n n i n g s
v -  V r R  R

R e p o r t  w i t h  f a n f a r e  and  a p p l a u s e . " . .  The R e p o r t  d i d  n o t  

l e a d  t o  M c C a r t h y ' s  e x p l u s i o n .

M c C a r t h y ,. f o r  h i s  p a r t  ^ . r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  

w i t h  s me a r s  o f  h i s  own,  o f t e n  i m p u g n i n g  - t he  l o y a l t y  o f  h i s  

• c r i t i c s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he c a l l e d  t h e  a n t i - M c C a r t h y  col . umn-  

v ' i s t  Drew P e a r s o n  a " M o s c o w - d i r e c t e d  c h a r a c t e r . a s s a s s i n "  and 

t h e  " s u g a r - c o a t e d  v o i c e  o f  R u s s i a . "  Fo r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t ,  

t h o u g h ,  he r e s e r v e d  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  a t t a c k s  n o t  f o r  i n d i v i d  

vu a l s ,  b u t  f  o r  ' n e w s p a p e r s . He woul d  o f t e n  q u e s t i o n  t h e
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; i  l o y a l t y  o f  l i b e r a l  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t - ^ c r i t i c i z e d  .h i m.  He 

o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  Wa ' s j ung t dn  P o s t  o r  t h e  Mi l w a u k e e  J o u r n a l  

pro-comS?ni  s t  o r  a t  l e a s t  o p p o s e d  t o  a n y o n e  who wa s  a g a i n s t '
' • . V  t  ’ *

-, . . communism.  O t h e r  p a p e r s  on h i s  d i s l o y a l  l i s t  w e r e  t h e
•- *-1 ' •

New Ytfrk T i m e s ,  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n c e  M o n i t o r ,  L o u i s v i l l e  .
—  .. 1 :»’j  — -  . -

C o u r i e r - J o u r n a T , S t .  L o u i s  P o s t - D i s p a t c h , New Y o r k  H e r a l d
. ' I

Tr  i b it h e , B a l t i m o r e  Sun. ,. Ca p . i t a.i. T i m e s , and  New York P o s t  a s
 ̂• -yfl % *" Cg.

w e l l  a s  Time m a g a z i n e .  M c C a r t h y ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  s eemed 

t o  be t h a ' l  a n y o n e  who o p p o s e d  him was n o t  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t
‘ • * i ' . ^

and t h e r e f o r e  s u s p e c t .

“• Th'e^:y e a r  1952 “w a e - a n  i m p o r t a n t  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b o t h  b e c a u s e  i t  was a P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  

y e a r  and  b e c a u s e  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  was up f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n - . -
v, ,t

The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  n o m i n a t e d  war  h e r o  Dwi gh t  D. E i s e n h o w e r

f o r  P r e s i d e n t  and R i c h a r d  Ni xon f o r  ' V i c e - P r e s i d e n t .  Mc Ca r t hy

who had.  s u p p o r t e d  G e n e r a l  D o u g l a s  M a c A r t h u r ' s  n o m i n a t i o n ,
57was n o t  t h a t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  h i s  p a r t y ' s  c h o i c e ;  ~ E i s e n h o w e r ,

f o r  h i s  p a r t , ,  d i d  n o t  l i k e  Mc Ca r t hy  d r  his.  t a c t i c s  and  was
■ “ * * 5 ft

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i r r i t a t e d  by h i s  a t t a c k  on Ge o r g e  M a r s h a l l .

Y e t ,  i n  t h e  name o f  p a r t y  * u n i  ty,  Mc Ca r t h y  c. ampa; igned h a r d  f o r

E i s e n h o w e r  wh i l e ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  r e m a i n e d  s i l e n t ,  a b o u t  M c C a r t h y ' s

t a c t i c s .  As i n  t h e  1950 e l e c t i o n , Mc Ca r t h y  c a m p a i g n e d  f o r

c o n s e r v a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n . c a n d i d a t e s  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .

But  h i s  ma i n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a u s e  ca-me i n
rr

O c t o b ' e r ,  when i n  a n a t i o n a l l y  t e l e v i s e d  b r o a d c a s t ,  he t r i e d  '
i

t o  l i n k  A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t i c  c a n d i d a t e

* '
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f o r  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  Al g e r .  H i s s .  At  one  p o i n t  i n  t h e  s p e e c h ,  

he c a l l e d  S t e v e n s o n . "A1 g e r . . .  I . ' mean A d l a i . "  F o r  t h e i r  p a r t  

t h e  D e mo c r a t s  - t r i e d  t o  make Mc Ca r t h y  and  Mc C a r t h y i s m  an 

i s s u e  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  StfiM&rison , f o r  i r f s t a n c e ,  b l a me d  

Mc Ca r t h y  f o r  " t h e  p a r a l y s i s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  t h e  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  

and  . i n t i m i d a t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  i n  i t s  wake wh i c h  i n h i b i t s

t- t h e  b o l d  i m a g i n a t i v e  t h o u g h t s  and  d i s c u s s i o n s - ,  t h a t  i s  t h e
. 59 r-'-

'an'Vi-1. o f  p o l i c y . "  - . Qther  D e m o c r a t s ' > i n  l e s s  e l o q u e n t

p h r a s e s ,  b r a n d e d  McCar t hy  a s . a  F a s c i s t  and  w a r n e d  t h a t  i f

 ̂ ■ t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  we r e  e l e c t e d ,  a wave o f  s me a r  .and f e a r  wou l d

s weep  the^ c o u n t r y .  As H a r r y  Truman p u t  i t ,  " you  c a n n o t

' ' ■ t r u s t  y o u r  human r i g h t s  t o  a p a r t y  t h a t ' s  w i n n i n g  on t h e r -> ' 1
r  a  * \  -

c o a t t a i l s  o f  J o e  M c C a r t h y . "  - N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  

c o mmu n i t y  d i d  e v e r y t h i  r i g ' i  n i t s  p owe r  t o  s e e  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  

was d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  The s t r o n g e s t  b l a s t  a g a i n s t  

.him came w i t h  t h e  pub l  i c a t i o n * , : o f  t h e  b o o k / ' M c C a r t h y : The

Man,  t h e  S e n a t o r ,  t h e  I s m,  by J a c k  A n d e r s o n  and  R o n a l d  May.
. ^  ^  -

v T h i s  mi i ckr a ' ck i ng  b i o g r a p h y  c o n t a i n e d  e v e r y  c h a r g e  e v e r

made a g a i n s t  M c C a r t h y j a n d  ' e v e r y  c h a p t e r  c o n t a i n e d  f a c t u a l  

- e r r o r s ,  s l a n t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  p a r t i s a n  c o n c l u s i o n ' s  and
Cl '

e v e n  o c c a s i o n a l  f i c t i o n . "  Y e t ,  t f re book was g r e e t e d  e n -  

t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ' b y  l i b e r a l s  and  was j i v e n  f a v o u r a b l e  r e v i e w s  

i n  many j o u r n a l s .  M o r e o v e r ,  p r o m i n e n t  l i b e r a l s  b l i t z e d '  

W i s c o n s i n ,  i m p l o r i n g  the .  v o t e r s  t h e r e  t o  dump ' M c C a r t h y .
7 ' J5' '

When ' t h e ' c a m p a i g n  was f i n a l l y  o v e r ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

p a r t y -  r o l l e d  t o  an i m p r e s s . i v e  v i c t o r y ^  as  t h e y  c a p t u r e d  t h e
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Wh i t e  House  and  b o t h  Ho.u-ses of- C o n g r e s  s . Mc Ca r t h y  was 

e a s i l y  r e - e l e c t e d ,  t h o u g h  he r e ’c-d. ived f e w e r  v o t e s . ,;i n  t h i s  

e l e c t i o n  t h a n  he had i n  t h e  1946 r a c e .  In f a c t ,  he  r e c e i v -  

ed f e w e r  v o t e s  t h a r j  a n y  ' o t h e r  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e  i n  

^ W i s c o n s i n .  On t h e  n a t i o n a l  s c e n e  many o f  t h e  c o o i s e r v a t i - v e  

c a n d i d a t e s  M.cCar thy s u p p o r t e d  w e r e  n o t  e l e c t e d ^ a n d  h i s t o r -

••."ians now b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  d i d  win owed t h e i r - -  
* \  s '  ...{\ 62 
v i c t o r i e s  mor e  t o  E i s e n h o w e r  t h a n  t o  Mc C a r t h y .  ■ Thus  he

i
may ha ve  had 1 i t t l  e Yi nf  1 u e n c e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  o f

1 9 5 2 .  One r e a s o n  f o r  t h . i s  i s  t h a t  h i s  s o l e  i s s u e  was ' v

c o mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o r j  and  t h a t -  w a s / a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  d i d  n o t

r e a l l y  c o n c e r n  mo s t  Ame r i c a n ' s ,  ' i n  f a c t ,  p o l l s t e r s  r e p o r t e d

t h a t  mo s t  A m e r i c a n s  we r e  more  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  Kor e a n

War ,  g o v e r n m e n t  c o r r u p t i o n  and  w i t h  A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n V s
6 3d i v o r c e  t h a n  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  communi s m.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he 

was r e - e l e c t e d  t o  a s i x - y e a r  t e r m y a n d  now h i s  p a r t y  w a s . i n  

powe r . ‘

In t h e  newl  y - e  t e c t e d  S e n a t e ,  Mc Ca r t h y  became ' c h a i r ma n  

o f  t h e  C o mmi t t e e  on Go v e r n me n t  O p e r a t i o n s  and i t s  Subcommi  tt-.-. 

ee  on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  T h i s  s u b - c o m m i t t e e  was empowered-  by 

• Co n g r e s s  t o  l ook '  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  - " Th i s  m i g h t  be s t r e t c h e d ^  

t o  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  e v e r y  . p e r s o n , g r o u p ,  s c h o o -1 , 

i n s t i t u t i o n i n d u s t r y , b u s i n e s s ,  o r  a c t i v i t y  w h a t s o e v e r  

wh i c h  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t o u c h e d  th.e g ove r nme n t -  o r  

b e n e f i t e d  f r o m f e d e r a l ’ f u n d s , w h e t h e r  by g r a n t ,  s u b s i d y ,
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■ 64
p a y m e n t ,  t a x  e x e m p t i o n  o r  o t h e r w i s e . "  Armed w i t h  t h i s

a u t h o r i t y ,  Mc Ca r t h y  p r o m i s e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  j e x t e n s . i v e  a n t . i -

c o m mu n i s t  p r o b e s  a nd  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and  e x p o s e  c o m mu n i s t s
■V ‘ i*,.

i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l 1 s y s t e m .  To h e l p  hi m i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a -
✓ • ' ; 

t i o n s ,  he h i r e d  t w e n t y - f f V e - y e a r - o l d  Roy(. .Cohn a s  c h i e f

c o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  Cohn ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  a g e , ;was an

e x p e r i e n c e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and  a s t a u n c h  a n t i - c o m m u n f s i i t .

' M c C a r t h y ' s  f i r s t  t a r g e t  was t h e  Vo i c e  o f  Amer i ca^  wh i c h
v '.- ,

was t h e  r a d i o  p r o p a g a n d a  arm o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  £ »
65I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  -was s oon  

f o l l o w e d  by a p r o b e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' ^  o v e r s e a s
A

l i b r a r i e s ,  wh i c h  w e r e a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o  f u n c t j o n  a s  p r o p a g 

anda.  d e v i c e s .  The 1 - a t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s u c c e s s f u l  i V -

t h a t  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r e mo v a l  o f  many p r o - S o v i e t  o r  p r o -

6 6Communi s t  books  f r o m t h e  l i b r a r i e s .  M c C a r t h y ' s  c o m m i t t e e  

a l s o  l a u n c h e d  a s u c c e s s f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f - t h e  Go v e r n me n t

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  wh i c h  p r i n t e d  t o p - s e c r e t  d o c u m e n t s .  In
'  > '  *

. f a c t ,  i n  Au g u s t  o f  1 9 5 3 ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t u r n e d  up "an

e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  Go v e r n me n t  P r i n t i n g '  Of f  i c e , who had a c c e s s  

t o  c l a s s i f i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  who p l e a d e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  F i f t h  Amendment  i n  t h e ' f a c e  o f  c h a r g e s  o f  communi's' jt ' -- 

a f f i l i a t i o n . " ^  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e n ,  Mc Ca r t h y  u s e d  h i s  power  

a s . . a  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  weed o u t  c o m m u n i s t k 

s u b v e r s i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  '

. McCar t hy  was a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s '  of- e x t e r 

n a l  communi sm.  I t  was t h i s  c onc e r n^  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i c h  l e d

*
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him.  t o  p e r s u a d e  s e v e r a l :  Gr e e k  s h i p p i n g  m a g n a t e s  t o  h a l t

a l l  t r ade* w i t h  Communi s t  Ch. infe.  ; T h i s  a c t i o n  c a u s e d  h'4m'
♦ •  . . .

t o  be  c r t i c i z e d  f o p  o y e r s t e p p i n g  h i s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  b u t  t h e

S e c r e t a r y  o f  5- t ^ t e  c o n c e d e d  t h ^ ^ ' M c C a r t h y  had  a c t e d  i n  t h e  
^  6 8n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  McCar thy,  woul  d a l s o  o p p o s e  t h e  

R e p u b l i c a n  P r e s i d e n t  i f  he f e l t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  was i n  some 

way a i d i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s *1 c o m m u n i s t  e n e m i e s .  : F o r ’
. _  * 7

i n s t a n c e  j .̂he o p p o s e d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  C h a r l e s  B o h l e n  a s
’ Y ■

ambaS'&at tor  t o . , t n e " ' S o v i e t  Uni on  and  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  J ames  

. Con ‘• -ant  a s  Hi gh C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  . Germany.  He d i d  nt>t

p r o v e  o f  Bo h l e n  b e c a u s e  he was a d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  Y a l t a  ■ 

a g r e e m e n t ,  a nd  he had r e s e . r v a t i  o n s ^ a b o u t  C o n o n a n t * b e c a u s e , 

among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  Mc Ca r t h y  f e l t  he d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d . ,  t h e
O 69  r

d a n g e r s  o f  communism. .  Mc Ca r t h y ^ a  1 so c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  . 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  n o t  p r e s s u r i n g  A m e r i c a ' s  a l l i e s  t o  s t o p  

t h e i  r ' ' t ra"da£w«kth Red C h i n a .  T h e s e ”' a c t i o n s  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  

•Sn' dear  -McCar thy ° t h e  P r e s i d e n t  who"', a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  d i d '  n o t  

. p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  h i m i n  t h e . , - f i r s t  p l a c e .  Bu t  E i s e n h o w e r

d ■hot w r s i r ' t o  c o n f r o n t  Mc Ca r t h y ,  s i n c e - h e  f e a r e d  t h a t  s u c h '■ h i / . c i n r o ' i h o  t h a t  c U C h
/

an a c t i o n  wou l d  o n l y  s u c c e e d  i n  s p l i t t i n g  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

Y  P a r t y . : . ° -

T h i s  a p p a r e n t  c o m p l i c i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  E i s e n h o w e r  

e n r a g e d . A me r i c a n  l i b e n t f l s  who had. ; , hoped t h a t  a p o p u l a r ,  

' ' - ^modera t o: ^ .  Repub 1 i c a n  P r e s i d e n t  c o u l d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s to' p

Mc Ca r t h y .  3y . t hi s* '  t i m e *  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  d e s t r o y  hjm p o l . i -
1'Y, -

t i c a l  l y  had become a m a n i a .  Li be r i a !  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s p e n t
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c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  d e b a t i n g  m e t h o d s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  i n J i h e  

f i g h t  a g a l n s ' ^  t h i s  o n e - m a n .  - As" S e n a t o r  H u b e r t  Humphr ey

p u t  i t j  " M c C a r t h y 1 s r e a l '  t h r e a t - ’t o  Ame r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y . . .  i s 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  h a s  i m m o b i l i z e d  t h e  l i b e r a l  mo v e me n t .  -jr x ‘ 

L i b e r a l  s ; d o n 11 t a l k  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  a n y  m o r e . " ^  As 

v ' p a r t  o f ’£ h e i r  e f f o r t  t 6  g e t  M c C a r t h y ,  t h e  l ? f b e r a l  s - e s t a b l  i sh ' -  

ed t h e  s o - c a l l e d  C l e a r i n g  H o u s e ,  an a g e n c y  - w h i c h . c o l l e c t e d
•i

and  chanri -ele.d a n t i - M c C a r t h y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a n y  o p p o n e n t  

ofjMcC-art .h-y who a s k e d  f.cir i t .  lip u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  " ' t h o u g h , 

t h e y ;  had  b e e n  u n a b l e : " t o  c o l l e c t  e n o u g h  a i p i un i  t i  on.  to.  s h o o t ,  

him down.  _..“r

 ̂ In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,' Mc Ca r t h y  d e c i d e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  s u b -
• . ' - i T  V '

v e r s i o n  among c i v i l i a n  s c i e n t i s t s *  . -employed by t h e  Army 

S i g n a l  Cor ps  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  F o r t  Monmout h ,

New J e r s e y / ' "  Mc C a r t h y ,  w i t h  h i  s . - i n c l  i h a t i o n 1 f o r  t h e - d r a m -  )

a t i c ,  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had . " a l l  t h e  e a r -  .
71 - -"ma r ks  o f  e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s  e s p i o n a g e . "  He a ^ s o c l a i m -  

«
ed t h a t  J u l i u s  Ro s e n b e r g ,  t h e  c o n v i c t e d  a t o m i c  s p y ,  m i g h t

j -
ha ve  c r e a t e d  a s p y  r i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  was s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n .

Tn f a c t ,  he d i d  n o t  u n c o v e r  a s i n g l e s p y  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ^
♦  .

b u t  he  d i d  f i n d  a l a x  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m .  S e v e r a l  W i t n e s s e s

who a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  h i s  c o m m i t t e e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  s l o p p y
72 -h a n d l i n g  o f  c l a s s i f i e d  d o c u m e n t s .

In November  o f  1 9 5 3 ,  Mc Ca r t h y  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h e - p o s s i b i 1 i t y  o f  c o mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o n  w i t h i n  d e f e n c e  

p l a n t s .  . H e  beca me  a n g e r e d  when w i t n e s s e s ^ a p p e a r i n g  b e f o r e
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h i s  s u b c o m m i t t e e  d u r i n g  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p l e a d e d  t h e
•  ,  ■

^ F i f t h  Amendment  when a s k e d  ab:ou-t t h e i r  c o m m u n i s t  a f f i l i a 

t i o n s .  At  one  p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g s  he  d e c l a r e d :

" I  wi s h- - " t he r e  we r e  some wa,y t o  make t h e s e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  

t e s t i f y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  F i f t h  Amendment  was f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e

of  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p. ro-
73t e c / t i n g  a - c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  n a t i o n . "  He c o n c l u d e d

h i s  p r o b e  by d e ma n d i n g  t h a t  a l l  F i f t h  Amendment  c o m m u n i s t s ,  

as  he - c a l l e d  t h e m ,  who we r e  w o r k i n g  i n  d e f e n c e  p l a n ®  be

f i r e d  and  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h d r a w  o r  c a n c e l  a l l  d.e- 

. f e n c e  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e mp l o y
74 . . .  ,

t he m.

In F e b r u a r y  1 9 5 4 ,  Mc Ca r t hy  o n c e  a g a i n  o p e n e d  an i n 

v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  a r my .  T h i s  t i m e  he d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  a 

d e n t i s t ,  I r v i n g  P e r e s s ,  had b e e n ' ' i n d u c t e d  - i n t o  ‘ t h e  a r my ,  

ex, cosed f r o m o v e r s e a s  a s s i g n m e n t  and  p r o m o t e d  t o  M a j o r ,
• V  -

de s p . v t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ^  he had  i n v o k e d  the" F i f t h  Amendment

on h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  D o c t o r s  D r a f t  A c t .  In f a c t ,

t h e  army had  r e a l i z e d  i t s  e r r o r  and  an o r d e r  was g i v e n  t o
’ •*'  7 5 ' 'di . s . ch^r ge  P e r e s s  w i t h ^ O  d a y s .  In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h o u g h ,

McCar t hy  c a l l e d  p e r e s s  b e f o r e  h i s  c o m m i t t e e ^ a n d  t h e  d e n t i s t

r e f u s e d  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s .

T h i s  l e d  Mc Ca r t h y  t o  c a l l  f o r  h i s  c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  b u t  t h e

a r m y , ' - a t  Ma j o r  P e r e s s 1 r e q u e s t ^ g a v e  him a h a s t y - a n d  h o n o u r -
y *

a-bl e- ' di  s c h a r g e  i n s t e a d .  ; T h i s  e n r a g e d  M c C a r t h y ,  who now 

f e l t  t h e  a rmy was t r y i n g  t o  c o v e r  up a s c a n d a l .  , T h e r e f o r e ,
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he became  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  j u s t _ w h o  ha d  • p r o m o t e d

P e r e s s .  ,

On F e b r u a r y  .18**. G e n e r a l  R a l p h  Zwi c ke . r ,  t h e ; commande r
«

of - ~t he  b' ase w h e r e  P a r e s s  was s t a t i o n e d ,  was c a l l e d -  b e f o r e  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  Z w i c k e r  w a s : an  u n f r / ^ n d l y  w i t n e s s  who ,  o n ’ 

a d v i c e  f r o m h i s  l a w y e r ,  r e f u s e d  t o  give^ Mc Ca r t h y  t h e  names  

o f  a l l  o f f i c e r s  who we r e  i r rvof lvad i n  P e r e s s 1 p r o m o t i o n ” 

and  d i s c h a r g e .  T h e s e  t a c t i c s  a n g e r e d  Mc Ca r t h y  and" he 

i n s u l t e d  Z w i c k e r  s a y i n g  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  h a v e  “ t h e  b r a i n s  

o f  a f i v e  y e a r  . o l d "  a nd  t h a t  he was " n o t  f i t  t o  w e a r  t h a t  

u n i f o r m . "  M c C a r t h y 1s r e p u t a t i o n  was t a r n i s h e d  by h i s  

a b u s i v e  t r e a t m e n t  ‘o f  Z w i c k e r .  N a t u r a l l y ,  l i b e r a l s  a l l  

a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  d e p l o r e d ( h i s  b e h a v i o u r  b u t ,  more  i m p o r 

t a n t l y ,  e v e n  some c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w e r e . a n g e r e d  b y - h i s - c o n - '  

d u c t .  The c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h i c a g o ^ T r i b u n e , f or .  i n s t a n c e ,

w r o t e ,  "We do n o t  b e l i e v e  S e n a t o r  Mc Ca r t hy ' i s  b e h a v i o u r
\

t o w a r d  G e n e r a l  Z w i c k e r  was j u s t i f i e d "  and we e x p e c t  i t . - h a s  

i n j u r e d  h i ' s " c a u s e  o f  d r i v i n g  t h e  d i s l o y a l  f r o m gov' erni f i ent
i ■

78 '  's e r v i c e . "  The a t t a c k  oh Z w i c k e r  had V l  e a r l  y w e a k e n e d

M c C a r t h y ' s  r e p u t a t i o n .
.  ,  * A

Many i n  Wa s h i n g t o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y
7 0

t r e a t m e n t  o f  Z w i c k e r  had i n c e n s e d  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r .  

T h u s ,  when -he c a l l e d ’ a p r e s s " c o n f e r e n c e  on March 3 ,  i. t  was 

a s s u me d  by ma ny ,  t h a t  h e  i n t e n d e d  s t r o n g l y  to.  condemn 

M c C a r t h y ' s  c o n d u c t .  . Ho we v e r ,  t o  t he '  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  

many -1 i be.r.a>l s , E i s e n h o w e r s t a t e m e ' h t  a t  t h e . p r e s s
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, c o n f e r e n c e  was si .nvply a m i l d  . defem^e o f  t h e  ar ray wh i c h  d i d

n o t  .even'  m e n t i o n  Mc Ca r t h y  by  name.  Wi t h o u t '  e v e n  kno' wing

w h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had  s a r d ,  Mc Ca r t h y  r e p l i e d  to.  E i s e n h o w e r ' s

s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  a t e l e v i s e d  - s p e e c h .  ' U h f o r t u n a . t e l y , si"nce.

Mc Ca r t h y  had e x p e c t e d  • E i s e n h o w e r  t o  de nounc e ,  h i m ,  h i s

r e p l y  t o o k  t h e  f o r m o f  .a r e b u k e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ;and h i s

p o l i c i e s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  " a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' . a n d

r -. I now a g r e e  on the; n e c e s s i t y  o f  . g e t t i n g  r i d .  o f  . communi s t s . *

• We a p p a r e n t l y  d i s a g r e e .  onHy. :on how we s h o u l d  han: dl e  t h o s e
* 80who p r o t e c t  c o n t m u n i s t s . "  Thi s .  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  

E i s e n h o w e r ' s  m i l d  s t a t e m e n t  f u r t h e r  h u r t  M c C a r t h y ' s  

r e p u t a t i o n  a n d . . t u r n e d  some c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  h i m.  •

H. K a l t e n b o r n , a  l o n g - t i m e  Mc Ca r t hy  s u p p o r t e r  a nd  an i n 

f l u e n t i a l  news " ' c o m m e n t a t o r t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  . the'  s e n a t o r

s a y i n g ,  " he  h a s  become c o m p l e t e l y  e g o t i s t i c ,  a r r o g a n t ,
r *

a r b i t r a r y ,  n a r r o w  m i n d e d - ' , r e c k l e s s  and  i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  Power
' ' 8 1  - ; 

ha s  c o r r u p t e d  h i m . "  ' . " A t  t h e  ^ame t i m e  h i s  a p p r o v a l . '

r a t i n g s  i n  t he .  p o l l s  we r e  f a l l i n g .  C l e a r l y  by March 1 9 5 4 ,

Mc Ca r t h y  t h a n k s  t o  h i s  own t e m p e r ,  was i n  t r o u b l e .  ' -

S e n s i n g  t h a t  Mc C a r t h y  Was .now v u l n e r a b l e ,  h i s  o p p o n -

-'  e n t s  b e g a n  t o  a t t a c k .  . On March 8 , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Nixon.
S" ' l - •

i n  a s p e e c h  d e s i g n e d  t o  be a s l a p  a t  McCar t hy , -  c r i t i c i z e d
OO

t h o s e  who u s e d  " r e c k l e s s  t a l k  and q u e s t i o n a b l e  m e t h o d s . " .  .
*S

On the .  v e r y  n e x t  d a y ,  S e n a t o r  Ra l ph  F l a n d e r s ,  a m o d e r a t e

■Re p u b l i c a n ,  d e l i v e r e d  a b l i s t e r i n g  a t t a c k  on Mc Ca r t h y
83f r o m t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  I n . . an i m p o r t a n t  g e s t u r e  ■

/-
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, * Ei s en- hower  p r a i s e d  t h e  s pe e c h , .  Then on t he .  v e r y  same d a y ,
• <b.

Ed wa r d - R .  Mu r r o w,  i  l i b e r a l  newsman,  p r e s e n t e d  on: h i s  

t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m ,  " S e e  TfTH^w" a d o c u me n t a ' r y  w h i c h  ' pu t  

Mc Ca r t h y  i n  a bad  l i g h t .  The p r o g r a m was -a s m e a r  j o b .

' As o,ne h i s t o r i a n  w r o t e :

i •

In t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  f i l m  c l i p s  t o  
show t h e  S e n a t o r  , ih t h e  w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  T i g h t * :  •

' Mur row seems  t o  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o . s o m e  o f  t h e  same ..
• t & c h n i q u e s  u s e d  'by t h e  man he Was e x p o s i n g .  r

S e n a t o r  M c C a r t h y ' s  s p e e c h e s  we r e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  
c o n t e x t ,  and  c e r t a i n  s e q u e n c e s  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  

■ i n c l u d e d  more  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  on t h e
S e n a t o r ' s  f a c e  o r  t h e  t o n e  o f  h i s  v o i c e . . .  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  wh a t  he had.  t o  s a y .
Othe: r  s e q u e n c e s . , . s e e me d  t o  h a v e . b e e n  i n c l u d e d  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  e m b a r a s s  McCarthy.-, . , :

Ho we v e r ,  t h e  p r o g r a m s e r v e d  i t s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h a t  i t  h e l p e d  

t o - ‘t u r n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  Mc Ca r t h y .  In f a c t ,  t h e  e n 

t i r e  a n t i - M c C a r t h y  o f f e n s i v e  s eemed  t o  be s u c c e e d i n g ,  as  

h i s  s t a n d i n g s  i .n-- the p o l l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a l l .

' T h e n ,  on March I T ,  t h e ' a r m y  l a u n c h e d - i t s  own a n t i -  

Mc Ca r t h y  o f f e n s i v e  when i t  c h a r g e d  t h a t  Roy Cohn t r i e d ,  t o  

u s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  g e t  f a v o u r a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  Davi d  

S c h i n e ,  a member  o f  M c C a r t h y ' s  s t a f f  who had b e e n  d r a f t e d
%

i n t o  t h e  a r my .  Mc Ca r t h y  d e n i e d  t h e  c h a r g e  a nd  c l a i m e d  A

t h a t  t h e  army was t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  him t o  d r o p  h i s  i n v e s - - .  

t i g a t d o n  by u s i n g  S c h i n e  .ci.s .a h o s t a g e .  I t  was d e c i d e d  

t h a t  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  S u b c o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h o u t  Mc Ca r t h y  o r  

Cohn o f  c o u r s e ,  wo u l d  e x a m i n e  t h e  c h a r g e s  made by b o t h  

s i d e s .  The h e a r i n g s ,  w h i c h . w e r e  t o  be t e l e v i s e d ,  d r a g g e d
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on f o r  . o v e r  t wo mont hs  and  when t h e y  we r e  f i n i - s h e d ,  no 

. l e g a l ,  v e r d i c t  r e s u l t e d .  ' The R e p u b l i c a n s  or i ' - the c o m m i t t e e  

i s s u e d  a r e p o r t  "hapt t ej ^on.  t h e  a r my t h a n  on Mc Ca r t h y  And " 

•Cohn,  whi l j e- . i the  D e mo c r a t s  o f f e r e d  a r e p o r t  mor e  c r i t i c a l  

o f  M c C a r t h y i t h a n  o f  t h e  a r my .  Y e t ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  . t he  

Ar my- Mc Ca r t hy  h e a r i n g s - w a s  not-  o v e r  which-  s i d e  wa s .  r i g h t .

The c h a r g e s ,  a f t e r  a l l . ,  we r e  t r i v i a l .  In r e a l i t y ,  t h e

h e a r i n g s  ^ e r e ,  a s ' R o y  Cohn h a s  w r i t t e n ^  "Tfe"s^_a_search f o r -
1 85

t r u t h  t h a n  a g i g a n t i c  • p e r s o n a l  i t y  p l a y ^ . ” Each was-'
iD  * \
t r y i n g  t o  wi n  p o p u l a r  a p p r o v a l ,  f o r  t h e i r  c a u s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n

1 i b e r a l s '  had ^ '  “ w i d e s p r e a d  hope  t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g s  wou l d  

a r o u s e  t f i e  pu b l  i c  ' t o . . . a mas s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Mc C a r t h y .

As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  Mc Ca r t h y  d i d  n o t  p e r f o r m  w e l l  on 

t e l e v i s i o n .  In f a c t ,  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  was d o w n r i g h t  m i s e r 

a b l e .  He;, c o m p l a i n e d  b i t t e r l y  o f  b e i n g  i n t e r r u p t e d  , was 

s t u b b o r n ,  v e r b a l  l y ' - b r u t a l  and  r e p e t i t i o u s .  M o r e o v e r ,  “w i t h  

h i s  e a s i l y  e r u p t i n g  t e m p e r ,  h i s  me n a c i n g  mo n o t o n e  ,.. h i s 

u n s m i l i n g  m i e n , / a n d  h i s  p e r p e t u a l  5 - o ‘c l o c k  s h a d o w ,  he d i d- - '

seem t h e  p e r f e c t  s t o c k  v i l l a i n .  C e n t r a l  c a s t i n g  q o u l d  n o t
87h a ve  come up w i t h  a b e t t e r  o n e . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h r o u g h o u t  

' t h e  h e a r i n g s ,  Mc Ca r t hy  was s k i l l f u l l y  o u t p o i n t e d -  i n  - ve r ba l  

d e b a t e s  by t h e  al rmy' s l a w y e r  J o s e p h  We l c h .  Thus. ,  i f  t h e r e  

was a l o s e r  i n  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n t e s t ,  i t  was J o e  "McCar t hy 

Many c l a i m  t h a t  M c C a r t h y ' s  d o w n f a l l - c a n  be  t r a c e d  t o  

h i s  p o o r  t e l e v i s i o n  p e r f o r m a n c e .  As one  w r i t e r  p u t  i t ,

" t h ^  Ame r i c a n  p e o p l e  had f i n a l l y  had a good l o o k  a t  J o e
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’* * ’ - ft ft
Mc Ca r t hy  a n d  he  w a s ?f i n i s h e d . " Thi s. ,  t h e o r y , t h o u g h  i •‘■is

f a l s e ^ f o r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  p o l l s , ’ t a k e n  mo n t h s  a f t e r  t h i  " '
♦

 ̂ h e a r i n g s  had' - c o n c l  t i d e d , i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  " ' the h e a r i n g s  d i d  

n o t  y a u s e  a d e f i n i t i v e  t u r n a b o u t  among t h e ' p u b l i c .  : The

S e n a t o r 1 s . s u p p o r t e r s  d i d  n o t  col-1 e c t i v e l y  t u r n 1- t h e i r  b a c k s
89 ' '

on h i m! "  . . Th i s  i s  n.ot* t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e - h e a r i n g s  d i d  n o t

damage h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ^  a s ^ t h e y  d i d  r e s u l t  ' in t h e
90a b a n d o n me n t  o f ^ M c C a r t h y  by the* po l  i t i c a . l  c e n t r e . B u t ,  ■ .v

f 6V t h e  mo s t  p a r t , j Lhos e  who. s u p p o r t e d  him b e f o r e  t h e

h e a r i n g s  s t i l l  s u p p o r t e d  h i m ' a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g s .  I n . f a c t ,

c l a i m e d  Roy Co h n ,  he had  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m i l l i o n s  who

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  Communi s t  i s s u e ,  T h e s e

m i l l i o n s  we r e  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e d  by h i s  Tack o f  TV p e r s o n a l i t y

b u t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  - t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  him and.  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n * ’t o

. t h a t  c a u s e .  - r ^  '

Y e t ,  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g s  we r e  a s i g n a l ; ,  t o

a c c e l e r a t e  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  Mc C a r t h y .  I n d e e d ,  " n e v e r

had t h e  s e n a t o r  b e e n  u n d e r  s u c f r w i d e s p r e a d , s u s t a i n e d  and
92o r g a n i z e d  a t t a c k . "  T.he mos t  s t a r t l i n g  a t t a c k  came f r o n t - '

• h i s  own s t a t e ,  w h e r e  a n t i - M c C a r t h y ! t e s  l a u n c h e d  a movement

t o  have  him r e c a l l e d .  I t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  g r a s s - r o o t s

93 *p r o t e s t  m  W i s c o n S t n  h i s t o r y .  The a n t i  -McCa r.th-y movement  

c o n v i n c e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  h i e r a r c h y  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  was a 

l i a b i l i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  N a t i o n a l  Co mmi t t e e  

l e t  i t  b e ^ n o w n  t h a t  he woul d  n o t . b e  i n v i t e d  t o  t a k e  a 

- l e a d i n ' g  r o l e  i n  t h e  1954 e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n .  M o r e o v e r ,

♦
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- ; " " "  
i many R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e s  ddcT-ared t h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  . ^not hi ng

t o  d o ’ w i t h  h i m.

Hi-'s' -inost s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  was i n  t h e  S e n a t e

i t s e l f ,  wh e r e  a d e b a t e  was r a g i n g  on w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  .he,,. •>

s h o u l d  be'  c e n s u r e d  f o r  h i s  a c t i o n s .  T h i s  m o v e m e n t * s t a r t e d

on J u l y  30:, ..when S e n a t o r  F l a n d e r s ' . m a d e  a s p e e c h  on- t h e

S e n a t e  f l o o r ' w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g ,  f o r

. M c C a r t h y ’ s c e n s u r e .  On A u g u s t  2 ,  t h e  c e n . s u r e  r e s o l u t i o n

was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  f o r ' ^ s t u d y .  The c o m m i t t e e  
i • ‘ -v' ; • •

was made up o f  t h r e e  R e p u b l i c a n s  a nd  t h r e , e  D e m o c r a t s ,  b u t

‘ i t  was h a r d l y  i m p a r t i a l .  One member- ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o l d  a

c l o s e d  d o o r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P o l i c y  Co mmi t t e e  on

J u l y  2 9 ,  t h a t  h i s  min'd was made up o n ' M c C a r t h y  and  t h a t  he

• was go. ing t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  F l a n d e r s ’ r e s o l u t i o n .  On

K S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  a f t e r  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  • b u t ' n o t  t e l e v i s e d  h e a r i n g s

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  a r e p o - r t  wh i c h  r e c omme nde d - - t he  c e n s u r e

o f  Mc Ca r t hy  on two c o u n t s .  The c o m m i t t e e  f e l t  he s h o u l d  b e " ’.'

c ondemned  f o r  n o t  a p p e a r i n g  * b e f o r e  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on

P r i v i l e g e s  and E l e c t i o n s  i n  1952 ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e  wh i c h  had

p r e p a r e d  t he „  i n f a m o u s  H e n n i n g s  r e p o r t )  and  f o r  h i s  a b u s e  o f
I

G e n e r a l  Z w i c k e r .  The Z w i c k e r  c h a r g e  was l a t e r  d r o p p e d  and

r e p l a c e d  by t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  Mc Ca r t hy  had a b u s e d  t f i e Wa t k i n s
• 95Co mmi t t e e  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ) :  .

On November  8 , t h e  S e n a t e  me t  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  c e n s u r e  

q u e s t i o n ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  Mc Ca r t hy  b l a s t e d  t h e  Wa t k i n s  

.. Co mmi t t e e  as  t h e  " u n w i t t i n g  h a n d ma i d e n  o f  t h e  Communi s t

V

" f
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P a r t y . "  He was a n g r y  and- ' fu' T’Ty e x p e c t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  t o

c e n s :u r e  h i m.  Y e t ,  had  he b e e n  -wi l l  ing.-. t o  c o m p r o m i s e ,
1

Mc Ca r t h y  c o u l d  h a v e  e a s i l y  e s c a p e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o n d e m n a t i o n ,

. - f o r  t h e '  S o u t h e r n  D e m o c r a t s ,  who we r e  m o s t l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,

*■ wer.e w i l l i n g  t o . j v o t e  a g a i n s t  c e n s u r e  i f  Mc Ca r t h y  wou l d
96 .a p o l o g i z e  f o r  h i s  b e h a v i o u r .  ; Many o f  h i s  f r i e n d s '  p l e a d e d  

w i t h - h i m  t o  make j u s t  s u c h  a c o m p r o m i s e .  "A c y n i c a l  man 

wo u l d  h a v e  w a s t e d  no t i m e .  ' But  J o e  was u n p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e
^ r C-

. an i n c h  i n  wh a t  he s a w  as.  hi s -  p e r s o n a l  wa r  t o ,  p r o t e c t  t h e .

. f j a g -  In h i s  v i e w ,  a n y  p u n i s h m e n t ,  no m a t t e r  how s e v e r e ,

was p r e f e r a b l e  to- c o m p r o m i s e  « r  a p p e a s e m e n t .  ; He wou l d
97n e v e r  y i e l d ‘t o  t h o s e  . d o i n g  t h e  work o f  R e d s . "  As a r e s u l t

- - t h e  S e n a t e  v o t e d  t o  condemn him by a v o t e  o f  6 6  t o  2 2 .

Al l  44- De mo c r a t s '  Vo t e d  f o r  c e n s u r e ,  as  -did 22 m o d e r a t e  

Repub ' Ti cans  , whi Te  -22 c o n s e . r v a t i  ve R e p u b l i c a n s  v o t e d - - a g a i n s t  

t h e '  m o t i o n . : -

■ C o n c e i v a b l y ,  Mc Ca r t h y  c o u l d  h a ve  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o n t i n u e d  

h i s  c r u s a d e  d e s p i t e  h i s  c e n s u r e .  He s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  h i s  

p r i v i 1 e ge s ,  and t h e r e  we r e  no p e n a l t i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  

c e n s u r e .  Mo r e o v e r :

b ' He s t o o d  conde mne d  f o r  " " i n s u l t i n g  a nd  d e f y i n g  a
S e n a t e  . c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  had become s e r i o u s l y  i n v o l v e d  
i n  p a r t i s a n ' p o l i t i c s  and  had p r o p a g a t e d  c h a r g e s  
t h a t  we r e  o f t e n  f l a g r a n t l y  i n a c c u r a t e .  He a l s o  
s t o o d  cond&mned f o r  a t t a c k i n g  a c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  
c o n t a i n e d  s e n a t o r s  who had  n o t  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  o b j e c t i v e  
t o w a r d  t h e  c e n s u r e  q u e s t i o n  and  who had u s e d  h a f s h  
and  i n f l a m m a t o r y  l a n g u a g e  t h e m s e l v e s .

F i n a l l y ,  he s t i l l  had  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m i l l i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e
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c e n s u r e .  Ho we v e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  S e n a t e  v o t e , M c C a r t h y  f a d e d  

f r o m p u b l i c ,  v i e w i n t o  r e l a t i v e  o b s c u r i t y .  T h e r e  we r e

, had t h e  f i g h t  d r a i n e d  o u t  o f  .him by t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 5 5 .

ment  t h a n  a no r ma l  man c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  t o  a b s o r b .  I t
c?

i s  a f a c t  t h a t  no man i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  was s u b j e c t e d  t o

s u c h  a , c a m p a i g n  o f  v i l i f i c a t i o n  a s  t h e  ij ^ up i o r  s e n a t o r  f r om

W i s c o n s i n .  Ne ve r  h a v e  so much, v i t u p e r a t i o n  a nd  d e f a m a t i o n
99b e e n  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a p e r s o n  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e . "  *The - 

c e n s u r e ,  was t h e  l a s t  s t r a v ^  f o r  i t .  " d e s t r o y e d  h i s  s p i r i t ,  

a c c e l e r a t e d  h i s  p h y s i c a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  and  h a s t e n e d  h i s  

d e a t h ;  A f t e r  t h e  c e n s u r e ,  a s  Roy Cofin w r o t e ,  “whe r e

o n c e  he ' had e n o r mo u s  r e s e r v e s  o f  e n e r g y ,  he w a s ' n o w  o v e r 

come by a p a t h y .  He s . t a ye d  away f r o m h i s  o f f i c e  and  t h e
r X . .

S e n a t e  f l o o r  more  and  more o f t e n . T h e  l i b e r a l s  had
r1

s u c c e e d e d  i n  d e s t r o y i n g ' h i m .

A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  d e c l i n e  was . t h a t ,  i n  1 9 5 4 ,  

Mc Ca r t h y  l o s t  h i s  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n s h i p , b e c a u s e  . t h e
x . -

D e mo c r a t s  had s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e c a p t u r i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  t h a t  y e a r  

As, -a. r e s u l t  he was r e d u c e d  t o  b e i n g  s i m p l y  a s e n a t o r  o f  a 

m i n o r i t y  p a r t y  w i t h o u t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l  . 

c o m m i t t e e  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l .  O b v i o u s l y ,  he. c o u l d  no l o n g e r  

c o n d u c t  e f f e c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

Ho we v e r ,  t h e  mai.n r eas . on  f o r  h i s  l a p s e  i n t o  o b s c u r i t y  

i s  t h a t  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  wh i c h  had v i l ' i f i e d  him f o r

s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s - . f i r s t  p l a c e ,  he s , i mpl y

The f i g h t  we n t  o u t  o f  hi m b e c a u s e  he “ had t a k e n  mor e  p u n i s h
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mo s t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ' ,  now c h o s e  t o  i g n o r e  h i m . '  The p r e s s ,

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  no l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  him n e w s w o r t h y .  As one  ...
. . .

S e n a t o r  d e . c l a r e d :  . •

The d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  Mc Ca r t h y  b e f o r e  c e n s u r e  and  
Mc Ca r t h y  a f t e r  c e n s u r e  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
g e t t i n g  h e a d l i n e s  on p a g e  one  and  b e i n g  b u r i e d  w i t h  
t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  a d s .  ' From h e r e  on o u t  Mc Ca r t h y  w i l l ^ o  
we a r  a  s c a r l e t  ' C '  on h i s  c h e s t - - a  ' C ‘ f o r  c e n s u r e

••V .

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  h i s  c l e a r .  The .1 i b e r a l s - h a d  " 

f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  d i s c r e d i t i n g  Mc Ca r t h y .  I t  d i d  n o t  

m a t t e r  t h a t  t h e  c e n s u r e  was,, s i m p l y  a s l a p  on t - h e - w r i s t .

" Al l  t h a t  m a t t e r e d  was t h a t ,  t h e  S e n a t e  h a d .  v o t e d  t o  condemn 

Mc C a r t h y .  I n s o f a r  a s  an a c t  o f ' j u d g e m e n t  c o u l d  be hard,

i t .  had b e e n  a c h i e v e d ,  t h e  l i g h t s  c o u l d  be t u r n e d  o f f ,
'" 1 0'3t h e  show a t  l o n g  l a s t  was OLver." Thus-,  l i b e r a l s  w a n t e d

t o  r e g a r d  t h e  c e n s u r e  a s  t h e  f i n a l  wor d ,  on f f cCar t h ' y .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m g i v i n g  h i n r a n  u n n e c e s s a r y - -

p u b l i c i t y .

I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  d i d  c o n t i n u e

. to f i g h t  communi sm a f t e r  t h e  c e n s u r f e / b u t  on a much s m a l l e r

s c a l e .  He p e r s i s t e d  i n  w a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  '

d o m e s t i c  communi  s m, a nd  he s p o k e  o u t  a g a ' i n s t  d e t e n t e  w i t h

t h e  S o v i e t  Un i o n .  Hi s  " mor a l  commi t - ; ment  was s t r o n g e r  t h a n

i t  had  e v e r  b e e n .  He had a p a s s i ^ o n a t e ^ c o n v i c t i o n  o f

h a v i n g  b e e n  r i g h t .  He w a n t e d  t o  c a r r y  o n ' h i  s . b a t t l e  and 
104wi n  a g a i n . "  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  b a t t l e  e n d e d  Wi t h  h i ?

* -s --' — ■ , . 
de ' a t h  i n * t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 957 .

D e s p i t e  i t s  r a " t he r  i g n o m i n i o u s  end  , :McCar t hy 1 s. * "•

* - *'*' K

— ■- 
R e p r o d u c e d  w ith  p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  c o p y r ig h t  o w n e r .  F u r t h e r  r e p r o d u c t io n  p ro h ib i te d  w i th o u t  p e rm is s io n .



c a r e e r  w a s . ^ o n  ‘t h e  w h o l e ,  r a t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l .  Wh i l e  i t  i s
^ - ' j.LV-.'-"'"-

->$ r u e  t h a t  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ' s  t o  the" f i g h t  a g a i n s t  d o m e s t i c

c p mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s i o n  we r e  n a t > a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t
” "-i'* '

r a n k ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  v a l u a b l e .  F o r 1 i n s t a n c e ,  he. ’v V

dr ew p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ' - t o ;  t h d : , f a c t  t h a t -  the;*,’• S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s

s e c u r i t y ,  p r o c e d u r e s  we r e  ' 1-ax‘a nd  . i mp r o p e r .  " Th e ^ . s u b s e -  % ■

q u e n t  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  s e c u r i t y

p r o c e s s  was c e r t a i n l y  • t h e  re' s.ul  t s ^ a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  ,o f  t h e

p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e s  s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  S e n a t o r ^  s . - a c t i  v i t i e s  . “ * 0 6
. . . . .  \

M o r e o v e r ,  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t / a g e n c i e s ,  l i k e  t h e  Go v e r n me n t

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  and  t h e  a r my ,  r e a s s e s s e d  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  > '

p r o g r a ms  b e c a u s e v - d f  ' M c C a r t h y ' s ' i n v e s - t i  g a t i o n s  . ' In t h e

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  t h e .  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  company a g r e e d  t o  f i r e . >
> * • > '  • ■'• - '

any  e mp l o y e e  who- was communi s t , - . or  who p l e a d e d  t h e :  F i f t h  

Amendment  when a s k e d  a b d u t  h i s ^ p o T . l t i c a l  a f f - i j  i a t i p n s , .  

Mc Ca r t h y  a l s o  r a i s e d  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s ^ a b o u t  how-' . communism . 

was t o  be t r e a t e d  -in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  " T h e r e  i s  no ' 

i d o u b t  t h a t  t he .  f u r o r  a r o u s e d  by - S e n a t o r  Mc Ca r t h y  i n  s e v e r a l  

i n s t a n c e s  c a u s e d ' m a n y  p e r s o n s  . t o  r e c o n s i d e r  p r o b l e m s  a b o u t  

Communism t h a t  t h e y  h a d „ t e n d e d  t o  i g n o r e . " * 0 6  He r a i s e d  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  Uq-i-ted S t a t e s  s h o u l d  

h a ve  b ooks  by c o m mu n i s t  a u t h o r s  on t h e  s h e l v e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

l i b r a r - i e s  a b r o a d .  He a l s o  b r o u g h t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  op e n  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  a rmy s h o u l d  d r a f t  c o m m u n i s t s ,  

g i v e  t hem c o m m i s s i o n s  and  t h e n  h o n o u r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e s .

F i n a l l y ,  he a s k e d  i f  i t  was p r o p e r  f o r  p e o p l e  who p l e a d

&
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t he-  F i f t h  Amendment  t o  be  e mp l o y e d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  d e f d n c e
• . . .  .

i n d u s t r i e s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  he ans v j pr ed  e v e r y  one  ofv.bho. se
*

q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  a r e s o u n d i n g  no .  .

% I t  mu s t  n o t  be f o r g o t t e n , h o w e v e r , t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  

d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  h a v e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  He was-' 

s t u b b o r n ,  i m p a t i e n t ,  o v e r l y  a g g r e s s i v e ,  o v e r l y  d r a m a t i c  

and  o f t e n  a c t e d  on i m p u l s e .  ' In a d d i t i o n ,  he f r e q u e n t l y  : ; , 

^ . . ' s e n s a t i o n a l i z e d  e v i d e n c e  and  n e g l e c t e d  t o  d o - p r o p e r  r e s e a r c h .  

I t  i s  a l s o  a - f a t t  t h a t  he o f t e n  s a i d  f o o l i s h  t h i n g s  and 

t h a t  he s me a r e d  o p p o n e n t s  and  b u l l i e d  w i t n e s s e s  a t  h i s  

h e a r i n g s .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  d r a w b a c k s , ' he was no.t the:* v i l l a i n  

he  i s  p o r t r a y e d  t o  be '  i n  many. -hi  s t o r i e s H e  s i m p l y  u s e d .  

t h e  b e s t  me t h o d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  hi m- . t o  f i g h t  w h a t  he c o n s i d e r - "  

ed ..to be a g r e a t  e v i l .  "Tho j o b  he f e l t  he had  t o - d o  c o u l d  

h a r d l y  . be done  by a- g e n t l e ,  t o ! e r a i n t  - s p i r i t  who c o u l d  "see
~ -3  -I Q 7

a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  p r o b l e m . "  At  any  r a t e ,  h i s  m e t h o d s  were>-

n o t  a s  bad  as  many c r i t i c s  l i k e  t o - s u g g e s t .  " The y  Wer.e 

t h e  s m a l l  c h a n g e  o f  Ame r i c a n  p o l i t i c s - - n o t h i n g - t h a t  has  

n o t  b e e n  u s e d  on e v e r y  s i d e  o f  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  . c o n t r o v e r s y
1 Q 'Q  ■ -  ' i-.

f o r  s c o r e s  o f  y e a r s .  - He was n o t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e t h e  

f i r s t  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Ch a i r ma n  t o  a b u s e  a w i t n e s s  n o r  was he 

t h e  f i r s t  S e n a t o r  t o  a t t a c k  v e r b a l l y  o p p o n e n t s ;  I t  s h o u l d  

a l s o  be r e me mb e r e d  t h a t  t h e  l i b e r a l  o p p o n e n t s  o f  Mc C a r t h y ,  

who a r e  o f t e n  p o r t r a y e d  a s  h e r o e s '  and  a s  d e f e n d e r s  o f  

. d e c e n c y ,  a l s o  u s e d  e x c e s s e s  and  o u t r a g e o q s  m e t h o d s  i n  t h e i r  

. a s s a u l t  on Mc C a r t h y .  . v
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J o s e p h  Mc Ca r t h y  was n o t  a. v i l l a i n ,  b u t  a p a t r i o t  who 

s i m p l y  w a n t e d - t o  p r o t e c t  hi s -  c o u n t r y  f r o m t h e  me na c e  o f  

communi sm.  "When h i s ' . d a y  o f  d e s t i n y  c a me ,  he  l o o k e d  . n" 

a r o u n d ,  i n n o c e n t l y , *a,nd saw t h e  g a r g ’oy-les o f  t h e  A n t i - C h r i s ' t  

s t a r i n g  a nd  s n e e r i n g  a t  hi ig f r o m e v e r y w h e r e ,  a nd  i n n o c e n t l y -■ 

he r e a c h e d  o u t  t 'o ^ c ^ u s h  t h e m . " 1 0 9

But  wh a t  m o t i v a t e d  Mc Ca r t h y  t o  f i g h t . c o m m u n i s m  t h e  

way he d i d ?  The a n s we r ,  a s  w i l l  be  p r o v e n  'i'n t h e  n e x t '
"*v.   -.j . *

c h a p t e r ,  was s i m p l y  h i s  ' b & n s e r v a t i s m .  X'* ,

t .

' V , -  ‘-.'•t .v-y-

.

-C:y
\ v . .7 - V-4'- "
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CHAPTER V

McCARTHYISM A'ND'THE AMERICAN RIGHTi, •'
%

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t w o f o l d .  I t  w i l l  a t t e m p t  

t o  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  J o s e p h  Mc Ca r t h y  was i n d e e d  a 

d e d i c a t e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and s e c o n d l y ,  i t  w i l l  show t h a t  h i s  

a c t i o n s  w e r e  b a s e d  on t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  

1 9 5 0 ' s .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  t h e o r i e s  p u t  f o r w a r d  by h i s t 

o r i a n s  t o  e x p l a i n  w'hat m o t i v a t e d  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  t o  do w h a t  

he d i d .  N eV H y a l l  a r e  d e f a m a t o r y ,  aryd many a r e  r i d i c u l o u s .  

One a b s u r d  t h e o r y  h o l d s  t h a t '  McCar t hy /  was d r i v e n  by h i s  own 

s e n s e  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  and  s e l f - h a t r e d .  One h f s t o r i a n , ' f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  when d e s c r i b i n g  M c C a r t h y ,  w r o t e  o f  " t h o s e  demons  

o f  f e a r  and  s e l f - h a t r e d  wh i c h  p u r s u e d  him on h i s  s h o r t  - r a c e  

t h r o u g h  l i f e . " ^  T h i s  t h e o r y ,  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  s o l e l y  on two 

b i a s e d  s t u d i e s  done  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  by p s y c h i a t r i s t s  who 

had n e i t h e r  me t  Mc Ca r t h y  n o r ' - c o n d u c t e d  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  

i n t o  h i s  l i f e ,  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  b a s e d  on r e a l i t y .

I n d e e d ,  Mc Ca r t h y  w a s ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  e x t r e m e l y  s e l f -  

c o n f i d e n t  and  b o l d .  As one  p e r s o n  who knew Mc Ca r t h y  p u t  

i t :  " t o  u n d e r s t a n d  Mc Ca r t hy  you mu s t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  he

t h o u g h t  he r e g u l a r l y  t a l k e d  w i t h  God.  A n o t h e r  p e 'r so n  who
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knew J o e  c o mp a r e d  him t o  Evel  K n i e v e l . "  C l e a r l y ,  i t  s e e ms

t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  i n f e r i o r  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g .

One o f  . t h e  mo s t  p o p u l a r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  M c C a r t h y ' s  

b e h a v i o u r  i s  t h a t  Jhe was a c y n i c a l  de mogogue  w i t h o u t  

p r i n c i p l e s  who h u n g e r e d ,  f o r  power  and  p u b > i c i t y " .  A c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  h e t a d o p t e d  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  i s s u e ,  n o t  

b e c a u s e  he $ a i v  s i n c e r e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  Red s u b v e r s i o n  , 

b u t  b e c a u s e  he was  i t  a s  a way t o  g r a b  h e a d l i n e s  and  t o  

b o o s t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e .  As one  w r i t e r  p u t  i t ,  ^

I know o f  n o t h i n g  t o 1 s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e - e v e r  f o r  a 
moment  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was r i d d l e d  
w i t h  c o m m u n i s t s .  Had he r e a l l y  b e l  i e v e d ,  t h i s  , had 
he r e a l l y  c a r e d ,  he woul d  n o t  h a v e  a b a n d o n e d  . -- 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  m e r e l y  f r o m e n n u i  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  h e a d l  i n„ e s . he . e x p e c t e d .
He was a p o l i t i c a l  s p e c u l a t o r ,  a p r o s p e c t o r  who 
d r i l l e d  Communism and saw i t  come c u t  l i k e  a 
g u s h e r .  He l i k e 3  h i s  g u s h e r , . b u t  he wo u l d  ha ve  
l i k e d  any  o t h e r  j u s t  as  w e l l .

A n o t h e r  w r i t e r  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  he e v e r  

• ’ b e l i e v e d  i n  h i s  own c r u s a d e ,  . . . F o r  him a l i e  was t h e  

s h o r t e s t  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  t o d a y ' s  o b s c u r i t y  and  t o m o r r o w ' s
5

h e a d l i n e s . "  Thus  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  c o n c e r n i n g  c o mmu n i s t  

s u b v e r s i o n  i n  t h e , e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s  was e x p l a i n e d ,  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  M c C a r t h y ' s  u n s a v o u r y  b e h a v i o u r .  Once he d e p a r t s ,  t h e  

" p r o b l e m "  o f  M c C a r t h y i s m  d i s a p p e a r s . 5  _

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why s o  many h i s t o r i a n s  

s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h i s  t h e o r y . a s  i t  i s  b a s e d  on f a l s e  p r e m i s e s
-  J

and c u r i o u s  l o g i c .  In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a s  was shown, i n 

t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  o v e r w h e l m i n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e
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e f f e c t  t h a t  J o e  Mc Ca r t h y  was a s i n c e r e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  a n d  

t h a t  h e g e n u i n e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  Co mmu n i s t  s u b v e r s t o n  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e l i me n t .  As one  h i s t o r i a n  w r o t e ,  ' '

Th o s e  c e s t  t o  J o e  knew t h a t ,  o r a t o r i c a l  f l o u r i s h e s  
a s i d e ,  he was e n t i r e l y  s i n c e r e .  When L l o y d  Tegge  
(a  f r i e n d  o f  Mc C a r t h y )  wou l d  a s k  him p r i v a t e l y  t o  
s o f t e n  h i s :* c h a r g e s  a b i t  f o r  f e a r  t h e y  w e r e  h u r t i n g  
him p o l i t i c a l l y - ,  J o e  wou l d  l a u n c h  i n t o  a f r e n t i c  
t i r a d e  a b o u t  Reds  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  “ He*d t e a r  me 
a p a r t *  Te gge  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d .

I t  c a n n o t  be d e n i e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  d i d  l i k e  

p u b l i c i t y  and  t h a t  he d i d  ha ve  a t a l e n t  f o r  ma k i n g  h i m s e l f ' a
t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  a l l  t h a t  p r o v e s  i s  t h a t  he ,

was  a s k i l l f u l  p o l i t i c i a n  who knew how t o  u s e  t h e  p r e s s  t o

g e t  h i s  me s s a g e  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  J h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e ,

mon®ve r ,  t h a t  he . t r i e d  t o  u s e  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  i s s u e '  a s

a p l a t f o r m  t o  h i g h e r  o f f i c e .  He n e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d

r u n n i n g  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  no r '  d i d  he.  t r y  t o  f o r m ' a  t h i r d  p a r t y .

“ He s o u g h t  o n l y  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  s e a t  and  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c

by k i c k i n g  t h e  Communi s t s  and p r o - c o m m u n i s t s  o u t  o f  
8W a s h i n g t o n . "  F i n a l l y ,  i f  Mc Ca r t h y  r e a l l y  was t h e  p o we r -  

h u n g r y  demagogue  h i s  c r i t i c s  s u g g e s t  he w a s ,  wh y . w o u l d  he 

c o n t i n u e  t o  hang on t o  an  i s s u e  a f t e r  i t  was h u r t i n g  him 

p o l i t i c a l l y ?  As.  W i l l i a m  R u s h e r  h a s  w r i t t e n ,  " i t  woul d  

h a v e  t a k e n  a man f a r  c r a z i e r  t h a n  h i s  w o r s t  e n e m i e s  even  

a l l e g e d  Mc Ca r t hy  t o  be t o  ha ve  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  h i s  p u b l i c  

i ma ge  was on b a l a n c e  b e i n g  i mp r o v e d  or. h i s  p e r s o n a l  power  

e f f e c t i v e l y  a u g m e n t e d  by t h e  f u r i o u s  s t r u g g l e  i n  wh i c h  he
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9 •f o u n d  h i m s e l f  e n g a g e d  f r o m 1950 o n w a r d . "  C l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  

Mc Ca r t h y  was n o t  t o t a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  by a d e s i r e  f o r  f ame 

o r  p o w e r .

A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e o r y  t h a t  ha s  e m e r g e d  h a s  s u g g e s t 

ed t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  was a ' - P o p u l i s t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a ’r igui t fent , 

h i s  t a r g e t  was n o t  s i m p l y  C o m m u n i s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  e a s t e r n  

e d u c a t e d ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e .

For  on e  w r i t e r ,

, >
The e m e r g e n c e  o f  Mc Ca r t h y  o u t  o f  t h e  w r e c k a g e  o f  
t h e  L a F o l l e t t e  P r o g r e s s i v e  movement  i n  . W i s c o n s i n  
i s .  a cl -ue t o  w h a t  he r e p r e s e n t s .  He i n h e r i t s  
t h e  b i t t e r e s t  and  mo s t  p r o v i n c i a l  a s p e c t ' s  o f  a 
p o p u l i s m  t o  w h i c h  s mo o t h  t a l k i n g  ha s  a l w a y s  
me a n t  t h e  Bi g C i t y , . a n d  t h e  Bi g C i t y  h a s  me a n t  
t h e  Enemy.  "

T h i s  i d e a  i s  b a s e d  upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  d r e w mos t  

o f  h i s  s u p p o r t  f r o m t h e  Mi d - We s t  which had  b e e n  a s t r o n g l y  

P o p u l i s t  a r e a .  Ho we v e r ,  alj M i c h a e l  Rog i n  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e

Mi d - We s t  had  by t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  " u n d e r g o n e  an  e v o l u t i o n  f r om

** 1 1a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  t o  e x t r e m e  c o n s e r v a t i s m . "  In a d d i t i o n ,

M c C a r t h y ,  a s  w i l l  be  shown l a t e r  o n ,  was an o p p o n e n t  o f
12t h e  New Deal  , ' wh i c h  P o p u l i s t s  s u p p o r t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

c h a r g e  t h a t  Mc Ca r t hy  l i k e d  t o  a t t a c k  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  i s  c o n t r a d i c t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many
i

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  e l i t e s  a c t u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  Mc Ca r t h y  and 
13h i s  c r u s a d e . .  T h u s ,  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  Mc Ca r t h y  was a P o p u l i s t  

d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  up u n d e r  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y .

Al l  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  wh i c h  s u p p o s e d l y  e x p l a i n  why J oe
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, Mc Ca r t h y  was an a n t i - c o r a m u n d s t  i n c r e d i b l y  o v e r l o o k  o r  i g n o r e

t h e  r e a l j k e y  t o w a r d s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n s ,  n a m e l y ,

h i s * p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  Mc Ca r t h y  was s i m p l y  a

c o n s e r v a t i v e  a c t i v i s t  who b a s e d  much o^t wh a t  he s a i d  and

d i d  on t h e  i d e o l o g y  and  a t t i t u d e s  o f  ' m i d - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y

Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  * ^ s  m e n t i o n e d  i n V t h e  previou-%,  c h a p t e r ,

Mc Ca r t h y  i n i t i a l l y  d i d  n o t  a t t a c h  h i m s e l f  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r

p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y .  Y e t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1946 C o n g r e s s i o n a l

e l e c t i o n *  . he r a n  a s  a t r u e - b l u e  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  T h r o u g h o u t

t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  f o r . e x a m p l e ,  he c on d e mn e d  t h e  New* Deal  ,
*

c l a i m i n g  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  b u r e a u c r a c y  "was s u c k i n g  t h e  v e r y  

l i f e  b l o o d  f r o m t h e  n a t i o n  and  s t i f l i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f

i n i t i a t i v e  w h i c h  ha'd p r e v i o u s l y  made t h i s  n a t i o n  t h e  g r e a t - '
14 r<e s t  on e a r t h . "  In p l a c e  o f  New Deal  p r o g r a m s  he c a l l e d

f o r  l e s s  g o v e r n m e n t  and  f o r  l e s s  . g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l  o v e r

t h e  e c onomy .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he was a g a i n s t  Big Labo r ,  and

'-i was c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  Ame r i c a  1 s ’ s e e m i n g  r e t r e a t  b e f o r e  S o v i e t
15 *i m p e r i a l i s m .  Al l  o f  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we r e  

s t a n d a r d  f a r e  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  o f  t h a t  t i m e .

T h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  why Mc Ca r t h y  d e c i d e d  . 

t o  e m b r a c e  c o n s e r v a t i s m ' b u t  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  s a f e  t o  a s s u me .  

t h a t ; l i k e  so many o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  i.n t h e  m i d - 1 9 4 0 ' s ,  he 

s i m p l y  be c a me  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  way l i b e r a l s  we r e  

r u n n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  and a s  a r e s u l t  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t .

Hi s  m i l i t a r y  s t i n t  mi g h t  a l s o  h a v e  i n f l u e n  c e d  h i m^ a s  • 

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  y o u n g  v e t e r a n s  who r a n  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e  t h a t
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y e a r  we r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p e c t r u m .  I n d e e d ,  

o n c e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  v e t e r a n s ,  

wh i c h  was known a s  t h e  c l a s s  o f  ‘ 4 6 ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t s e  

by " v o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  C o m m u n i s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h e . ,  

d o m e s t i c  v a r i e t y ,  . . .  On s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  

were^ u n a b a s h e d  c o n s e r v a t i  ve s  .'u3,  ̂ T h u s ,  Mc Ca r t h y  was 

a c t u a l l y  o n l y  o ne  o f t s e v e r a l  y o u n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  e j e c t e d
O

t o  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  y e a r .  -

To r emove  a n y d o u b t  a s  t o  h i s  a t t i t u d e  ,■ one  n e e d s  o n l y '

e x a mi n e  h i s  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  wh i c h  c l e a r l y . r e -
\

v e a l s  h i s  a f f i n i t y  w i t h  r i g h t  wi ng  p h i l o s o p h y .  From 1947

t h r o u g h  1 9 4 9 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e ' v o t e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o r
• '•?-

r e s t r i c t i v e  1 a b o . K V ^ e g i s i a t i o n , t h e ' l i f t i n g  o f  p r i c e  and

q u a n t i t y  c o n t r o l s  on c o n s u m e r ^ g o o d s , t a x  c u t s  f o r  h i g h e r

i nc ome  gr ou | f c  a n d  s m a l l e r  f e d e r a l  b u d g e t s .  At  t h e  same

t i m e * h e  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  *

h o u s i n g  and p u b l i c  power  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  In f a c t ,  t h e

l e f t i s t  l a b o r  union,  t h e  CIO-PAC,  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  v o t i n g

17r e c o r d  t o  be one  o f  t h e  w o r s t  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  

t h o u g h , t h a t  he d i d  f a v o u r  a l i m i t e d  a mo u n t  o f  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g ,  

b u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  d e t r a c t  f r om h i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

s t a n c e .  I t  mu s t  be  r e me mb e r e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was  

f a c i n g  an e x t r e m e  h o u s i n g  c r i s i s  a f t e r  t h e . w a r  and t h a t  

many c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e l t  t h a t  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g  o f  some s o r t  

w^s n e e d e d .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  d e a n  o f  R e p u b l i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  

R o b e r t  T a f t ,  s u p p o r t e d - p u b ! i c  h o u s i n g  e v e n  mor e  t h a n  Mc Ca r t h y
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d i d .  T h e r e  -can be no d o u b t  t h a t ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  a nd

p u r p o s e s ,  h i s  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  i n  t h e  Se na ' t e  r e v e a l s -  him t o
18be  a r i g h t  wi n’g Republ  i c an  on d o m e s t i c  i s s u e s .

Th e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  a-s-pect  "of J o e  M c C a r t h y ' s  c a r e e r ,

u n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  was h i s  a n t i - c o m m u n i  s t - c f r u s a d e  w h i c h '
/ .  * 

b e g a n  i n  t h e  y e a r  19 5 0 .  I t  was h i s  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s

t h a t  made him an i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e  and  i n \ t h e

mi nds  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i b e r a l s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  a v i l l a i n .  C l e a r l y ,

i t  i s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  know w h e t h e r  o r  n o t ' . h i s

c r u s a d e ' - w a s  c o n s i s t e n t '  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i  1 o s o p h y  ^;djinT
<

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  was h i s  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t ' c o m m u n i s m  an e x a mp l e  

o f  ^ c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n a c t i o n ?  ; \

B e f o r e  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  can  be a n s w e r e d  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e x a c t l y  wh a t  c o n s e r v a t i  ves  o f  191j^>, - thought  

a b o u t  communi sm and why t h e y  f e l t  t h e  way t h e y  d i d .

N a t u r a l l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  u t t e r l y  d e t e s t e d  communi sm,  

wh i c h  t o  t hem r e p r e s e n t e d  s o c i a l i s m ,  a t h e i s m ^ ,  and  i m m o r a l i t y .
11V '■* >,- V • *

T h e r e  i s  no n e e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  e x p l a i n  why t ' hey so 

p a s s i o n a t e l y  r e j e c t e d  i t ,  a s > t h i s ' w a s  done  i n  a p r e v i o u s  

c h a p t e r .  They s i m p l y  r e g a r d e d  coi mi t qni s t  p h i l o s o p h y  a s  a'n 

a b s o l u t e  e v i l .  What  ha s  t o  be e x a m i n e ^  i s - ' t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s m , f o r  w h i l e - t h e  A me r i c a n  r i g h t  

ha s  a l w a y s  h a t e d  and f e a r e d  communi s m,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h a t  

h a t r e d  and  d r e a d  h a s  q h a a g e d  o v e r  t i m e T ^  S i n c e  mode r n  ?

c o n s e r v a t i s m  e me r g e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  any  s t u d y  o f  r i g h t  wi ng  

p h i l o s o p h y  mu s t  l o g i c a l l y  b e g i n  t h e r e .
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V  I t  may come a s - a  s u r p r i s e  t o  many t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  "
• ^  r r  

a n t i - c o m m u n i s m  was n o t  a t o p  p r i o r i t y  for .  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  o f

' t h e  1930 ' s - .  They  w e r e , ^ i ^ f a c t , mo . r e \ co- nca r hed  a b o u t  t h e

c o l ' - l e ^ t i v i s t  s c h e me s  o i  t h e  New Deal  t h a n  w i t h  any  e x t e r n a l s -
* •*? >  -  * • , .  ^  \ k .  . -r-

2 1  ^  % J v c o m mu n i s t  t h r e a t . .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a h a n d f u l  o f  ;'A

_ c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h a t  e r a  who t r i e d  t o  a l e r t  t h e  n a t i o n  t o
v-,v> '

wh a t  t h e y  s a w - ^ s  t h e  r e a l  a n d  s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  posted by
”  '  ■ -  -  V 'L

I-!? . S o v i e t  communi s m.  T h i s  s m a l l  b u t  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p  o f . ' -

V c o n s e r v a t i v e l , wh i c h  i n c l u d e d ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  ma n y \ e x y t o mmu n  i s t s ,
’• " ̂  w."

.^ppd'T' tetf^Jby t h K  ‘- m ' ^ y ^ T . i b e i a n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  ' O  . -

saw t h e  S o v i e t  UnMrfn a s . a  d e m o c r a t i c ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a t e .
V, f

They we r e  e v e n  mor e  o u t r a g e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many p r o m i n e n t

l i b e r a l s  w e r e  c o l l a bo r a t i ng  . g w i t h  Communi s t s  i n  an  Ame r i c a n
2 2  " v.- ^

P o p u l a r  F r o n t .  In  an e f f o r t  t o  d i s p e l  t h e  l i b e r a l  n o t i o n s
*• t‘.

a b o u t  communi s m,  t h e s e  e a r l y  a n t i - c o m m u n  f s ' t s  t r i e d  t o  d r a w 

- a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r i v e d  f a m i n e s ,  p u r g e  t r i a l s  a n d  s l a v e  

l a b o u r  c a m p s ,  wh i c h  we r e  a l l  p a r t  o f  S o v i e t  l i f e .  But  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  we r e  i'4 % a i n ,  " f o r  th,e;s:e - , were  men whos e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  

v o i c e s  c r i e d  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  o f  n a i v e l y  i d e a l  i s t i c  . 1  i b e r a l  i sm 

o f .  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s  anid'CMAO ' s . T h u s , - t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i  s t s
* x  .

made v e r y " ‘l i t t l  e i m p a c t  "on e i t h e r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o r  t h e  

mai'ftsfci^earrL. c o n s e r v a t i  ve move me n t .

\e c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  mo s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  we r e  n o t  o v e r l y
',y, . . *

c o n c e r n e d ^ ' a b o u t  S o v i e t  communi sm i s  n o t  u n d e r m i n e d  by t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Co n g r e s s me n  c r e a t e d  i n  1938 t h e  

S p e c i a l  Co mmi t t e e  on Un - Ame r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s .  I t  i s  t r u e
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t h a t  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  was c h a i r e d  by M a r t i n  D i e s ,  was“A/ •
c

d e s i g n e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  b o t h  

Communi s . t s  a nd  N a t i y i a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  I t* i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  

i t  . di d a g r e & t  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  Amei ^earv  p e o p l e  i n  t h a t - i t

e d u c a t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and  a i m s  o f  t h d
* . ,» >

c o m mu n i s t  p a r t y .  Ho we v e r ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Co mmi t t e e
' $

>re m o t i v a t e d  mor e  by a d e s i r e  t o  e m b a r r a s s  t h e  R o o s e v e l t
. 2 4

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a n  by a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  :

. e a g e V l / ~ T \ v e s t i g a t e d  Communi s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  p r o -  „

. j e c t s  an_d__o/ ten p u b l i c i z e d  t h e  me mbe r s hp  o f  Co.mmunist  f r o n t

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i f  t h e y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  names  o f  Mew Deai

b u r e a u c r a t s ,/ a n  o c c u r r e n c e  t h a t  was 6 y no means  r a r e .  In
i="

^
1 9 3 9 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t ' 563  g o v e r n m e n t

25 >e m p l o y e e s  we r e  member s  o f . o n e  s u c h  f r o n t .  At  any  r a t e ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  t h e  Co mmi t t e e  o f t . e n  g o t ,  i t  was

r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t ^ w h e n  . c ompa r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s

* 1 2  6t h a t  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .
*

I t  wa’s only,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a r t t e r  s t a g e s . o f  Wor l d  WSr. . I I  

t h a t  t l j e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s  b e g a n ’ t o  g e t  a- r e c e p t i v e  a u d i e n c e .

C o n s e i ^ a t i  ve s  who we r e  n e v e r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e
. ' •* *

U n i t e d  S t a t e s 1 a l  1 i ancr"~wiYl^ t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  b e g a n  t o  

a t t a c k  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d / t o  be a p p e a s e m e n t  o f  R u s s i a .  

"From 1 9 4 3 ,  u n t i l  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  Tr uman D o c t r i n e  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  W r i t e r s ,  w a r n e d  r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  S o v i e t  e x -
Vp a n s i o n  wouTd c o n t i n u e  a n d  t h a t  p e a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d ' /  

S t a t e s  and  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  was an i l l u s i o n  o f  l i b e r a l s  and
1 2 7  ■.

f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s . "  They  a r g u e d  t h a t  Russ j i a  was an
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i. ‘ a g i j r e s s ^ i v e ,  i m p e r i a l i s t i c  powe r  t h a t  wo u l d  c o n t i n u e ^ t o
»*'■ - •
; e x p a n d  o n c e  Ger many had b e e n  d e f e a t e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  , " t h e  S o v i e t s  ‘ c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  . the Wes t  d u r i n g

t h e  war  was j u s t  a t e mp o n ^ y y  h a l t  t o  t h e i r  . a g g r e s s i v e  p l a n s ,  
y _ *

. * T h u s ,  t h e y  we r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e x e d  by t h e  w a r t i m e  c o n f e r e n c e s  

h e l d  a t  T e h e r / a n  -and Y a l t a ,  wh i c h  t o  t h e i r  mi n d s  w e r e  t h e  

! u l t i m a t e  i n  s h o r t s i g h t e d  a p p e a - s e me n t .  As r e s u l t ,  c o n s e r v -
N

a t i v e s  c o m p l a i n e d  l o u d l y  t . ha t  R o o s e v e l t  had c r e a t e d  a r 

s e c o n d  Muni ch  and- h a n d e d - o v e r  E a s t e r n  Eu r o p e  t o  t h e
2 f t '

S o v i e t s .  However*,  a t - t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  was -

; s t i H  a w a r t i m e  a l l y  and  mo s t  A m e r i c a n s  f a v o u r e d  a p o l i c y

■ . o f  d e t e n t e ,  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  c o o p e r a t i o n

be>tween t h e  two pftW&rvs; wou l d  c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .

T h u s ,  t h e  w a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o mmu n i t y  f e l l  on

d e a f  e a r s .  a  ”

4 , C o n s e r v a t i v e s  we r e  a l s o  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t s '

' p o l i c i e s  t o w a r d  C h i n a .  " They i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

t u r m o i l  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o mmu n i s t  w o r l d

c o n s p i r a c y ,  and  t h e y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t
30f o r  f a l t e r i n g  i n  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f . C h i a n g  Kai S h e k . "  To 

s ^ v e  Ch i n a  f r o m f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s ,  

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  u r g e d '  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  and l a t e r  t h e  Truman 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o.  g r a n t  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  

f o r c e s .  Once a g a i n  t h e i r  p l e a s  we r e  h o t  h e e d e d ^

E v e n t s  i n  t h e  p o s t w a r  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  q u i c k l y  v i n d i c a t e d  

t h e  r i g h t ' s  m i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  I t  s oon  became

>  : . . '
R e p r o d u c e d  with p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  co p y r ig h t  o w n e r .  F u r t h e r  r e p r o d u c t io n  p ro h ib i te d  w i th o u t  p e rm is s io n .
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a p p a r e n t ' t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  was  n o t ,  a*s t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s
*

had w a r n e d ,  a p e a c e f u l  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  was  r a t h e r  a d a n g e r o u s  

enemy o f  f r e e d o m  w h i c h  was b e n t  on d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  w o r l d .

T h i s  f a c t  became  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t o  a l l  b u t  t h e  w i l l f u l l y  

b l i n d  a s  S o v i e t  R u s s i a  s w i f t l y  and  b r u t a l l y  e x t e n d e d  h e r  

i n f l u e n c e  a c r o s s  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  e m p l o y i n g  m i l i t a r y c o u p s , 

f a b r i c a t e d  r e v o l u t i o n s :  and  o u t r i g h t  m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  who m a i n t a i n e d  a v a s t  a rmy i n  

E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  t r i e d  t o  s e i z e  Wes t  B e r l i n  t h r o u g h  a 

b l o c k a d e .  Nor  was t h e  Communi s t  me n a c e  l i m i l t e d  t o  E a s t e r n  

E u r o p e j a s  i t  a l s o  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  an i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  

G r e e c e  and  i n  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  ' t he S o v i e t  Un i on  t o  w i t h d r a w  

i t s  f o r c e s  f r o m n o r t h e r n  I r a n .  In- 1 9 4 9 ,  C h i n a  f e l l . - - t o  t h e  

^  Communi s t  f o r c e s  a n d - a y e a r  l a t e r  Communi s t  N o r t h  Kor ea  i n 

va d e d  S o u t h  K o r e a .  Even We s t e r n  E u r o p e  was  n o t  immune^ a s  

l a r g e  d o m e s t i c  Communi s t  p a r t i e s  . t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  

o f  F r a n c e  and  I t a l y .  :

Whi l e  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y  u n s t o p p a b l e  e x p a n s i o n . o f  w o r l d w i d e  

Communism s h o c k e d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  A m e r i c a n s ,  i t _ J i a d ‘ a more
r~~

p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  on t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o m mu n i t y .  They became

more  c o n v i n c e d  t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  d r i v e n  a s

i t  was by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p h i l o s o p h y  ojf M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s m ,

was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s p r e a d  Communism t o  e v e r y  n a t i o n  on t h e  
31p l a n e t .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  wou l d  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  mo s t  c h e r i s h e d  V a l u e s  o f  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n . '  Even 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was v u l n e r a b l e  a f t e r  1949 when t h e  R u s s i a n s - *

J    v . .
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d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  own nucl*e’a r  w e a p o n s .  . '■Thus p o s t w a r  c o n 

s e r v a t i v e s  had  t o  f a c e  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  

Uni on  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  i mp o s e  i t s ; w i l l  on a l l  m a n k i n d .  ;

No l o n g e r  j u s t  an a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t , communism was now a 

c o n c r e t e  me n a c e ^ a n d  t h i s  l e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t o  s e e  i t  a s  

t h e  p r i m a r y  d a n g e r  t h r e a t e n i n g  Ame r i c a n  f r e e d o m .  Hi s  pe r - ,  

c e p t i o n  o f  Communism a'S a g l o b a l  me na c e  came t o  d o m i n a t e  

• t h e  A me r i c a n  r i g h t  a s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  now saw t h e  e x t e r n a l

t h r e a t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  as  more  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e

33i n t e r n a l  t h r e a t  o f  ' d o m e s t i c  s o c i a l i s m .

Fa c e d  w i t h  wh a t  t h e y ^ c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  an i m p l a c a b l e  

and  e v i l  e n e my ,  Ame r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  d e v i s e d  v a r i o u s  

s t r a t e g i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ’ s u r v i v a l .  C o n s e r v 

a t i v e s  w e r e ’ t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o p p o s e d  to* m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n ’ 

and  t o  e x t e n s i v e  f o r e i g n  inm3Vements.  . 3 4  C l e a r l y ,  t h e y  we r e  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  e n d o r s e  s u c h  p o l i c i e s , a s ) t h e y  f e l t  i t  wou l d  

l e a d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  power  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  wh i c h  

wo u l d  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  l a r g e  budge . t s  and  e x t e n s i v e  t a x i n g
i

p o we r s  for^ t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  In t h e  name o f  b a t t l i n g

' c ommuni s m' j howeve r j  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  d r a f t ,  f o r e i g n

m i l i t a r y  and e c o n o m i c  a i d ,  and  c o l l e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  s u c h

d r a s t i c  m e a s u r e s  we r e  n e e d e d  i f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was t o  
35s u r v i v e .  In t h e  wor ds  o f  one c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  "we w i l l  h a ve  

t o  s u p p o r t  l a r g e  a r m i e s  and  a i r  f o r c e s ,  a t o m i c  e n e r g y ,  

c e n t r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  wa r  p r o d u c t i o n  b o a r d s ,  and  t h e  a t -  

t e n d e n t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  power  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  . . . f o r

)
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n e i t h e r  an o f f e n s i v e  n o r  d e f e n s i v e  war  c a n  b e - w a g e d  ...-. .■ **•
A*

, . ^ e xc e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n  b u r e a u c r a c y
3'fi' . ..

w i t h i n -  o u r  s h o r e s . " *  In  t h e  name a £ - s e c u r i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

t h e  Ame r i c a n  r i g h t  was  w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  l i m i t e d  a mo u n t s

' o f . t t ^ s  c h e r i s h e d  f r e e d o m  w h i c h  was an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  j u s t  *

how c o n c e r n e d  i t s  member s  -were w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  t h r e a t .

T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i g h t ' s  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  s t r a t e g y  was

n o t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a s  e v e n  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  who by now a l s o

f e l t  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  was a t h r e a t ,  a c c e p t e d  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s .
.•v-v  • .  ,

In f a c t ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  Truman A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  among o t h e r  

t h i n g s ' ,  b e g a n ' a  c o n t a i n m e n t  p o l i c y  d e s i g n e d  t o  c h e c k  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  S o v i e t  Communism.  Y e t ,  mos t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s . w e r e  

n o t  s a t i s f i e d ;  w i t h  m e r e l y . c o n t a i n i n g  Communi sm/ a s  t h e y  saw 

t h i s  a s  a d e f e n s i v e  p o l i c y  wh i c h  woul d  do I J t t l e  t o  weaken  

t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  T h u s ,  i n  t h e o r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  - s t r a t e g y  

we n t  - f  u r . t h e r  t h a n  c o n t a i n m e n t  and  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  d e f e a t i n g .  

Communism by l i b e r a t f h g  t h o s e ,  c o u n t r i e s  u n d e r  Communi s t  

c o n t r o l .  As one  conservat ive. '  ? wr i  t e r ' - p u t  i t , " i f  t h e  Communi s t s

n s u c c e e d  i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  wh a t  t h e y  have  a l r e a d y  c o n q u e r e d
\

t h e n  t h e i r  c o m p l e t e  w o r l d  v i c t o r y  i s  c e r t a i n  . . . wha t

t h i s  means  i s  t h a t  l i b e r a t i o n  i s  t h e \ o n l y  d e f e n c e  a g a i n s t
37a S o v i e t  w o r l d  v i c t o r y . "  Among o t h e r  T h i n g s ,  1 i b e r a t i o n i s t  

p o l i c y ,  a s  i t  was known,  c a l l e d  ^ f or  m a s s i v e  w o r l d - w i d e  p r o 

p a g a n d a ,  a i d  t o  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  a l l i e s ,  a nd  r e f u s a l  >to 

c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Un i o n .  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  a l s o  f e l t  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  r e s i s t a n c e  move me n t s

\
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b e h i n d  t h e  I r o n  C u r t a i n  and  p r e v e n t  R u s s i a  f r o m  r e -
38c o n q u e r i n g  T i t o i s t  Y u g o s l a v i a .  T h u s ,  c o n s e r v a t i  ves '  hope d  

n o t  m e r e l y  t o  c o n t a i n  Coit imunism b u t  t o  s mas h  i t .

T h e s e  m e a s u r e s  we r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  eonlbat t h e  e x t e r n a l  

Communi s t  t h r e a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a l s o ,  a Communi s t  t h r e a t  

f r o m w i t h i n .  One p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r 1c o n s e r v a t i v e s  was  

t h a t  t h e i r  own g o v e r n m e n t  had b e e n  i n f i l t r a t e d  w i t h  

^ c o m m u n i s t  s p i e s .  T h i s  f e a r ,  m o r e o v e r ,  was b a s e d  on f a c t s  

a nd  n o t  on h y s t e r i c a l  f a n t a s i e s .

T h e r e  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a s e r i o u s  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

. U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  in'  t h e  1930*s  when t h e . l i b e r a l -  

d o m i n a t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  was r i p e  f o r  i n f i l t r a t i o n .  T h a t  was 

t h e  e r a  o f  ^ he  New Deal  when t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u r e a u c r a c y
V ^

gr ew t o  e n o r mo u s  s i z e  i n  a Ver y  s h o r t  t i m e .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e
i

g o v e r n m e n t  had  t o  f i n d  p e o p l e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  new

b u r e a u c r a c y .  "The r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e -  i n  1933

we r e  s o  e x t e n s i v e ^  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i m m e d i a t e  demand f o r
39o v e r  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  new f u n c t i o n a r i e s . "  S i n c e  

many New De^l  r e c r u i t e r s  had a t  l e a s t  some s y m p a t h y  f o r  

M a r x i s m ^ t h e y  c o u l d  h a r d l y  a v o i d  f i l l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  p o s t s  

w i t h  Co mmu n i s t s .

\
The R o o s e v e l t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  o u t  among 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  j u s t  
a b o u t  e v e r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w t h a t  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  
p a s s  m u s t e r  a s  ' l i b e r a l '  b r o u g h t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  
and  i n s t a l l e d  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power  t h e r e  e x p o n e n t s  
o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s p . ec t r um o f  M a r x i s t  and  q u a s i - M a r x i s t  • 
t h o u g h t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number  o f  d i s c r e e t  . 
b u t  c o m m i t t e d  c o m m u n i s t s .

I
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M o r e o v e r ,  o n c e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  Co mmu n i s t s  b r o u g h t  i n  more

o f  t h e i r  Red c o m r a d e s .  “ In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  was a m a t t e r

o f  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  p a r t y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d

down by P r e s i d e n t  Andrew J a c k s o n  and  S e n a t o r  Marcy a nd

• f a i t h f u l l y  f o l l o w e d  by n o n - c o m m u n i s t  p o l i t i c i a n s  b e f o r e  
41and s i n c e . "  In t h i s  way t h e  s e e d s  o f  t r e a s o n  w e r e  p l a n t e d  

w i t h i n  t h e .  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t .

The mo s t  d a n g e r o u s  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e s e  n e wl y  i n s t a l l e d  

t r a i t o r s  was t h e  way j t h e y  ' e a s i l y  b l e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  b a c k -  

. g r o u n d ,  b e c o m i n g  t o  a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s  l i k e  any  o t h e r  

b u r e a u c r a t .  Thiis was  a new k i n d  o f  Co mmu n i s t .  <

Under  S t a l i n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  l i n e a m e n t s  o f  t h e  
a r c h e t y p a l  u n d e r g r o u n d  commi l n i s t  had e n t i r e l y  
c h a n g e d .  The r e s o l u t e  and  r o m a n i t c  t f r g a n i z e r  
o f  s t r e e t  wa r  had b e e n  p u t  away i n  a museum.
I n t o '  h i s  p l a c e  had s t e p p e d  t h e  i r o n  b u r e a u c r a t -  
t h e  w e l l  d r e s s e d ,  s o f t s p o k e n  c a p a b l . e  e x e c u t i v e  
who s a t  i n  t h e  b o a r d r o o m o r  on t h e  Go v e r n me n t  
c o m m i t t e e .  T h i s  man w i t h  a b r i e f c a s e  l e d  a s e c r e t  
l i f e  o f  h i s  own.  I f  Communi s t  r u l e  s h o u l d  be 
p r o c l a i m e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  he  wo u l d  move t o  
t h e - h e a d  o f  t h e  t a b l e .

The l i b e r a l s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  Reds had e n t e r e d

t h e  g o v e r n me n t ^  b u t  i t  was " g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  e ve n  as>

t o d a y ' s  s i n c e r e  p a c i f i s t s  and  c i v i l  r i g h t s  d e m o n s t r a t o r s

t o o  o f t e n  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  Communi s t s  c o u l d  be wor k e d  w i t h
43 'and,  k e p t  i n  b o u n d s . "

Some a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  p e n e t r a t i o n  was s m a l l  and  u n i m-
7

p o r t a n t ,  b u t  o t h e r s  c l a i m ' t h a t  t h e r e  was a m a s s i v e  i n f i l 

t r a t i o n  o f  S o v i e t  s p i e s  who g r e a t l y  a s . s i s t e d  R u s s i a n  a i m£ .
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The l a t t e r  c l a i m  s eems  t o  b e . t h e  more  c o r r e c t .
'C ■

The p u b l i c  r . e c o r d  s u p p o r t s  t h e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
was c o n s i d e r a b l e  a c t i v i t y  and  t h a t  - i t  was  . no t  
n e g l i b l e  e v e n  i f  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  a r e  d i s c o u n t e d .
And t h e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  i s  by 'no means  t h e  wh o l e  
r e c o r d ,  w h i c h  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  n e v e r  be  known.

D u r i n g  t h e  war  t h e s e  s p i e s  s e r v e d  t h e i r  m a s t e r  i n  Moscow

f a i t h f u l l y .  " S t a l i n  was served g r a t u i t o u s l y  by a s p e c i a l

f r o n t  o f .  h i s  own i n  t h e  Wa s h i n g t o n  b u r e a u i p r a c y - v o l  u n t e e r

g r o u p s  p e r f o r m i n g  e s p i o n a g e  f o r  t h e  S o v i e t  f a t h e r l a n d ,

mo s t  o f t e n  S u t  o f  t o u c h  wi t h ,  e a c h  o t h e r  b u t  s u p p l y i n g ' ;

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a m b i g u o u s  s u p e r i o r s  by way o f  p s e u d o n y mo u s  
45c o u r i e r s . "

i
S l o w l y  b u t  s u r e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  A m e r i c a n s  b e g a n  t o  l e a r n  

o f  t h e  t r e a s o n o u s  a c t i v i t y  which was  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  

t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t .  In  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 5 ,  a g e n t s  o f  t h e * F B J  

and t h e  O f f i c e  o f  S t r a t e g i c  S e r v i c e s  r a i d e d  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f '  

A me r a s i a  , a p r o - C a m m u n i s t  j o u r n a l ’, and  d i s c o v e r e d  h u n d r e d s  

o f  c l a s s i f i e d  g o v e r n m e n t  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e s e  d o c u m e n t s ,  i t
’ I , .

t u r n e d  o u t ,  had  b e e n  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  Ameras  i a _by a 

S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  e m p l o y e e  named J o h n  Ser v i ce ,  a Ch i n a  e x p e r t .

L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  E l i z a b e t h  B t e n t l e y ,  a f o r m e r  Co mmu n i s t ,  

t o l d  t h e  FBI t h a t  t h e r e  had been- two e x t e n s i v e  s py  r i n g s  

o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  One n e t w o r k  

was h e a d e d  'by N a t h a n  G r e g o r y  Si  1 v e r m a s t e r , a T r e a s u r y  

D e p a r t m e n t  e c o n o m i s t ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  was l e d  by V i c t o r  P e r l o ,  

who w o r k d c K . f o r  t h e  War P r o d u c t i o n  B o a r d .  The P e r l o  g r o u p
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s u p p l i e d  t h e  S o v i e t s  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on " a i r c r a f t

p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f ,

a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  e n g i n e  . maki ng  p l a n t s  a nd  t h e

l o c a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r i e s  ma k i n g  s t r u t s ,  wi ngs . ,  a i r c r a f t  a r m-

a m e n t ,  B-29 s y n c h r o n i z e d  t u r r e t s ;  a u t o m a t i c  c o m p u t i n g  a i . r -
42c r a f t  g u n s i g h t s  and so  o n . "  The S i l v e r m a s t e r  g r o u p

p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s

l i k e  t h e  F o r e i g n  Ec o n o mi c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  J u s t i c e

D e p a r t m e n t  and  t h e  Boa r d  o f ,  Economi c  W a r f a r e .

A1so i n  1 9 4 5 ;  a R u s s i a n  c l e r k  named I g o r  Gouzenko

d e f e c t e d  f r o m t h & S o v i e t  e mb a s s y  i n  Ot t a wa  a nd  e x p o s e d

i m p o r t a n t  Commungst  e s p i o n a g e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  C-anada.  A f t e r

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d o c u m e n t s  p r o v i d e d  by G o u z e n k o ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n

g o v e r n m e n t  dbt ldretU i n  1946 t h a t  a numbe r  o f  C a n a d i a n s  ha,d ^

h e l p e d  t r a n s m i t  s e c r e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a t o m i c

bomb t o  R u s s i a .  He a l s o  p r o v i d e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s p y i n g  was

t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  w e l l .  T h e n ,  i n  1 9 4 8 ,

E l i z a b e t h  B e n t l e y  was  a g a i n  i n  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  a s  s h e  a p p e a r e d

b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y  and

e x p o s e d  W i l l i a m  R e m i n g t o n ,  a f o r m e r  Commerce D e p a r t m e n t ' .

e m p l o y e e ,  a s  a - s p y .  The House o f  Un - Ame r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s

C o mmi t t e e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  h e r  c h a r g e s  and d i d , - i n d e e d ,  f i n d
48e v i d e n c e  l i n k i n g  him w i t h  t h e  Communi s t  p a r t y .

Of e v e n  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  was  t h e  H i s s  c a s e  

w h i c h  b e g a n  on A u g u s t  3 ,  1 9 4 8 .  On t h a t  d a t e ,  W h i t t a k e r  

C h a m b e r s ,  a s e n i o r  e d i t o r  f o r  Time m a g a z i n e  and  a f o r m e r
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member  o f  t h e  Communi s t  p a r ty * ,  i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e

a s  member s  o f  an i m p o r t a n t  s p y  r i n g  w o r k i n g  i n  W a s h i n g t o n
«

D.C d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 4 0 ' s .  One o f  t h e  p e o p l e  he

i d e n t i f i e d  was A l g e r  H i s s ,  a man much r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h e

l i b e r a l  c o m m u n i t y . '  H i s s  had  e n t e r e d  t h e  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  i n

1933 a nd  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  J u s t i c e

and  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t s - .  D u r i n g  t h e  wa r  he  a t t e n d e d  many

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  and  was an a d v i s o r  t o  P r e s i d e n t

R o o s e v e l t  a t  Y a l t a l  A f t e r  t h e  wa r  he s e r v e d  a s  t e m p o r a r y

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  l a t e r  a s s u me d

t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C a r n e g i e

49Endow me n t  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e a c e .  . H i s s ' s  s e e m i n g l y
-v"-,

i m p e c c a b l e  r e c o r d  made C h a m b e r s ' s  c h a r g e  seem a l l  t h e  mor e  

i nc r e d  i b j e .
• ■ -v ' ^

An a p p a r e n t l y  o u t r a g e d  H i s s  d e n i e d ,  t h e  c h a r g e  and

s u e d  Cha mbe r s  f o r  l i b e l .  The J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a f t e r

l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  c a s e ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  enough

e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n v i c t  e i t h e r  man o f  p e r j u r y .  H o we v e r ,  i n

November  1 9 4 8 ,  Cha mbe r s  p r o d u c e d  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  c l e a r l y  .

50c o n n e c t e d  H i s s  w i t h  a Communi s t  s p y  r i n g .  S i n c e  i t  was 

now o b v i o u s  t h a t  H i s s  had  l i e d  when he d e n i e d  Ch a ' mb e r s ' s  

c h a r g e ,  he  was  c o n v i c t e d  o f  p e r j u r y  i n  1 9 5 0 .  The  s t a t u t e

o f  1 imi . t j a ' t ipns,  . p r e v e n t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m c o n v i c t i n g
^  * - him on c h a r g e ^ ,  o f  t r e a s o n  and  e s p i o n a g e .

.v

H i s s  was n o t  th-e o n l y  . spy named by Cha mbe r s  i n  1948 .  

H.e,>a1so named Ha r r y  D e x t e r  W h i t e ,  Noel  F i e l d ,  L a u r e n c e
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Duggan and  M a u r i c e  H a l p e r n .  Wh i t e  had  b e e n  an  a s s i s t a n t .

s e c r e t a r y  o f ' t h e  T r e a s u r y  and  was  l a t e r  an  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Mo n e t a r y  F u n d ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  w.&ire a l  1

f o r m e r  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s .  None o f  t h e s e  men wer e .
'  ,  \  .

p r o s e c u t e d .  W h i t e ,  who had b e e n  named a s  a . j i o s s i b l  e s p y  by

E l i z a b e t h  B e n t l e y ,  d i e d  o f  a h e a r t  a t t a c k  i n  1 9 4 8 .  Duggan

a l s o  d i e d  i n  t h a t  y e a r  a f t e r  he f e l l  f r o m a s i x t e n t h  f l o o r

o f f i c e  wi ndow.  Noel  F i e l d  l e f t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g

t h e  H i s s  t r i a l  and  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  H u n g a r y .  H a l p e r n

d i d  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a Gflngnessiooail.. Co mmi t t e e  i n  1953 , b u t

he r e f u s e d  t o  s a y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he was a C o m m u n i s t ^ s i n c e

h i s  a n s w e r  wo u l d  i n c r i m i n a t e  h i m.  In 1 9 5 8 ,  he  moved" t o

t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on  wh e r e  h e ' b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t
51Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .

»

Al l  t 'f ie se  S h o c k i n g  s py  s c a n d a l s  had  a p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  

on c o n s e r v a t i v e s  ,' e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n s  who- 

became  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e r e ’ we r e  s t i l l  c o m mu n i s t s  i n  t h e

g o v e r n m e n t  and  t h a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was
"(V 5 ?

d o i n g  l i t t l e  t o  r o o t  t hem o u t .  Even T r u m a n ' s  f e d e r a l  

l o y a l t y  s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m wh i c h  wa^s . e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1947 t o

r emove  t r a i t o r s  f r o m t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  d i s m i s s e d  a s  t o o
53 •l a x  by mo s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  _For one  t h i n g ,  t h e  L o y a l t y

Revi ew Boa r d  s e t  up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  p o s s i b l e  t r e a s o n  c o u l d  

onl y '  c a l l  f o r  an e m p l o y e e ' s  d i s m i s s a l  i f  t h e r e  we r e  r e a s o n 

a b l e  g r o u n d s  t o  s u s p e c t  h i s  l o y a l t y .  T h i s  Was t o o  l e n i e n t
» • * 

f o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  who f e l t  an e m p l o y e e  s h o u l d  be d i s m i s s e d
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'■ 54
e v e n  i f  t h e r e  wSks r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  a s  t o  h i s  l o y a l t y .

Such a s t r o n g  l o y a l t y  p ro g ra m 1' was  c o n s i d e r e d ' - e s s e n t i a l  by

c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  s i n c e  i n  t h e  a g e  o f  a t o m i c  w e a p o n s ,  a s i n g l e

w e l l - p l a c e d  t r a i t o r  c o u l d  s h i f t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power  by

h a n d i n g  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  e n e m i e s  c e r t a i n  t e c h n o l o g i c a l

s e c r e t s .  T h u s ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e a r e d  t h h t  an A l g e r  Hi s s . ,

c r i t i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d ,  c o u l d  g r e a t l y  a i d  t h e  S o v i e t  Uni on i n

i t s  c a mp a i g n  t o  d e s t r o y  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  t h r o u g h o u t  :£he

w o r l d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s u r v i v a l ,

c o n s e r v a t . i v e s - a r g u e d  t h a t  i t " w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ha ve  a t o u g h

s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m  e v e n  i f  i t  me a n t  some i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e

wou l d  s u f f e r .  I n  t h e  wor ds  o f  one  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  " t h e

c o mmu n i s t  c a n c e r v mu s t  be  c u t  o u t  i f  we a r e  t o  s u r v i v e  a s  a

f r e e  n a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  some h e a l  thy, . tt i s s u e s
55 " ‘ **on t h e  f r i n g e  w i l l  be d e s t r o y e d . "  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  probl em; , ;

o f  d o m e s t i c  s u b v e r s i o n  was a s e r i o u s  one  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .

The r i g h t  wi n g  a s s a u l t  g a i n s t  d o m e s t i c  communi sm

e n t a i l e d  more  t h a n  j u s t  s t r i c t  s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m s  f o r

g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s .  In f a c t ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  g e n e r a l l y

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  d o m e s t i c  c o m mu n i s t  movement  s h o u l d  
5 6be s u p p r e s s e d .  One c o n s e r v a t i v e  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  o u g h t  t o  s u p p r e s s  Communism "on t h e  g r o u n d s  m e r e l y  

t h a t  sucji a movement  i s  u n d e s i r a b l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and t h a t '  t h e  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  an u n d e s i r a b l e  movement  i s  

c l e a r l y  w i t h i n  t h e  p owe r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  -  c l e a r l y ,  and  w i t h -
* "  *  t

. o u t  .any c o m p l i c a t i o n  a b o u t  i m p a i r m e n t  o f  ‘ f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h 1.
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57o r  ‘ c l e a r  a n d ' p r e s e n t  d a n g e r ' . 11 T h u s ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

■_ w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t e d  v a r i o u s  l ergal  s a n c t i o n s  wh i c h  w e r e  

a i me d  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i s t s . .  They a p p l a u d e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,

•the: S mi t h  A c t ,  wh-ach made i t  a c r i m e  t o  t e a c h  a nd  a d v o c a t e  

t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t b y  f o r c e  and 

v i o l e n c e .  They a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  F e i n b e r g  l aw wh i c h  

d e n i e d  e m p l o y m e n t '  t o  Communi s t  t e a c h e r s .  At  t ) i e  same t i m e  

t h e y  a l s o  had  some r e s e r v a t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l e g a l  

s a n c t i o n s .  Fo r  one  t h i n g ,  t h e y  a d d e d  t o  t h e  power  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  and  t h e y  i mp o s e d  l v a l u e  s y s t e m  on a d i s s e n t i n g  

■ m i n - d r i t y .  T h u s ,  when appJj_.c a ^ l e » mo s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  p r e 

f e r r e d  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  t o  l e g a l  o n e s ^ a s  t h e y  wo u l d  ma x i mi z e  

t h f f . m i n o r i t y  1 s f r e e d o m . ^ ®  S o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  wo u l d  i n c l u d e  

• i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s  r e f u s i n g  t o  h i r e  Communi s t  p r o f e s s o r s ,  

o r  r a d i o  s t a t i o - n s  f i r i n g  Communi s t  a r t i s t s ,  o r  l a b o u r  u n i o n s  

d e n y i n g  me mb e r s h i p  t o  Communi t y  w o r k e r s .

Th e s e  a c t i o n s - ,  wh i c h  we r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  Communism,  

we r e  j u s t i f i e d  by c o n s e r v a t i v e s - ' a s  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  

Communism was wr ong  and  i mmor a l  and  d e d i c a t e d  t o  d e s t r o y 

i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  ma j o r i  t y  :"bf ' ^ m e r i c a n s  

s u p p o r t e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t ,  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  had 

a r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  f a v o u r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f r o m ' i t s
—5 g

e n e m i e s  w i t h  c o e r c i v e  a c t i o n .  T h u s ,  s i n c e  Communi s t s
'  Tv *

« . V -'

we r e  o p p o s e d  t o  A m e r i c a ' s  f a v o u r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Ame r i c a n  

s o c i e t y  . had a r i g h t  t o  s u p p r e s s  t hem w i t h  b o t h  l e g a l  and 

s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s .  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  d i d  n o t  w a n t  "to e s t a b l i s h  

an a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  p o l i c e  s t a t e . j  b u t  t h e y  d i d  w a n t  t o  e x c l u d e

• ; .
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e s t e e m ,  a nd  i n “ g e n e r a l  t o  m a k e * |s £ £ ie ty  i n h o s p i t a b l e  t o  t h e m.

, y  . T h i s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  a s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  saw communi sm as
■W% ' ... ~\C'-

' “’an A b s o l u t e  e v i l ,  a nd  ^ d o me s t i c  Communi s t s  ds" a l  1 f e V ' t o  ' t h e
• "X rr '' *

s t a t e  t h a t  w a n t e d  t o  i mp o s e  t h a t  e v i l  s y s t e m  on t h e  U n i t e d

S t a g e s .

T h e # e S w e re  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  wh i c h  m o t i v a t e d  J o e  Mc C a r t h y .  

L i k e  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  he  " t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  o f  h i s  ^  

j ' a g e : ,  t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y  * h i s  f a i t h ,  h i s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  was a t  

war  wi t h  Communi sm.  " 5(* I t  i s  l i t t l e  wo n d e r  t h a t  h e ' w o u l d
* J  ‘ ' &

do h i s  b e s t  t o  . p r o d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t o  e j f i m i n a t i n g  s e c u r f - t y
’ : v. V X

v:-. *
r i s k s  o r  t h a t  he wou l d  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m m e

Vi ,
v i g o u r p u s l y  e n f o r c e d .  One wo u l d  e x p e r t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  

f r o m a ‘ c o n s e r v a t i v e .  po'l i t i c i a n .  I n d e e d ,  by e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ,  the** -
J - tT.v

t h e me s  o f  s u b v e r s i o n  a nd  Communism i n  g o v e r n m e n t  b a d e  f a i r
’<■

t o  b-dcome "ft m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ,  -as conservative .-’ Re pub!  i c a n s
 ̂ • ' 2 + 0

i i k e  Robe r t '  T a f t ,  P a t r # £ k  Mc Ca r r a n  and  W i l l i a m  J e n n ’p r ,  t o
■■ ■ L S' v. ■ 4 ' ' .

name jH ts t a f e w ,  we r e  a l l  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s

l a x  l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m . 5 * T h i s  was  suc.h a p r o m i n e n t  i s s u e  f o r

j  ■

. . .  . V fit p
c o n s e r v a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n s  t h a t  tjitfi-Republ i c a n .  N a t i o n a l  

% Xv
C o m m i t t e e  i n  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  d e p l o r e d  " t h e

<*

d a n g e r o u s  d e g r e e  t o  wh i c h  Communi s t s  and  t h e i r  f e l l o w

t r a v e l e r s  h a v e  be e n  e mp l o y e d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  Go. vernment  p o s t s

and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i t a l  t o  o u r  s e c u r i t y  ha s

b een  made^va v a i  1 a b l e  t o  a l i e n  a g e n t s  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
52l o y a l t y . "  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  p r o m i s e d  an o v e r h a u l

« -i

‘i:k
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o f ‘t h e  l o y a l t y - ' p r o g r a m  a nd  p r o m p t  r e mo v a l  o f  " a l l
• ♦ ‘f-

s ■ _ -
V C o m m u n i s t s , f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s  and  Communi s t  s y m p a t h i z e r s . "

C l e a r l y  M c C a r t h y ' s  a c c u s a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  t h a t  o r i g i n a l , ' a s

many o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w e re  s a y i n g  much t h e  same t h i n g s .

J n  a d d i t i o n ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  r e p e a t e d  a t t a c k s  on t i r e  S t a t e

D e p a r t m e n t  we r e  c o m p l e t e l y  l e g i t im a te  f r o m t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ' s  r  ; 
» * 

v i e w p o i n t .  In f a c t ,  t he -  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  had  b e e n  u n d e r .

r i g h t - w i n g  a t t a c k  e v e n  b e f o r e  M cC arth y  becam e  a p u b l i c
■ #  '

p h e n o m e n o n . C o n s e r v a t i v e  c r i t i c s ' i n s i s t e d  t h a t ' t h e  s u c c e s s
* -  -  * /  ' o f  Communi s t  e x p a n s i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  was d u e ,  i p  - p a r t

✓
a t  l e a s t ,  t o  t h e  d u b i o u s  j u d g e m e n t  and  q u e s t i o n a b l e  l o y a l t - y

v ^
<•* . ‘ . . -  •

f o f  some S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  who g u i d e d  Ame r i c a n
fid

* f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ‘ s .  ■ More t^ p fec .if i  c a l l  y , t h e y
rf- • ' V '

we r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t ,  t r a i t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

had c a u s e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p o l i c y  t o  s h i f t  f r o m s u p p o r t  o f

£  t h e  N a t i o n a l  i s t ^ ^ p o v e r n m e n t  o f  C h i n a  t £  a n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h a t
i . 1-' -» j'-fs

c o u n t r y ' s  c i v . i l  w a r - w h i c h  l e a d  Ul t im a 't 'e ^ y  t o  a c c e p t a n c e
. . • <*»

-of a ' C o m m u n i s t ^ l t a k e o v e r .  According- t o  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t ,
' V:‘> . •-)

c e r t a i n  s u b v e r s i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e ^ S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t , a c t i n g  on 
’ > * . ' .
d i r e c t ^ o r d e r s  f r o m t h e  K r e m l i n ,  d i d ■e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  

► power  t o  b r i n g  Ame r i c a n  F a r  E a s t e r n  p o l i c y  i n  l i n e  w i t h

Communi s t  o b j e c t i v e s .  ' M o r e o v e r ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  c l a i m e d  t h a t

' t h e s e  t r a i t o r s  w e r e  g ive .n  i mmense  h e l p  b y ' a  g r o u p  o f  >.
\  $  ■

Communi s t s  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e d  P a c i f i c  R e l a t i o n s .

t  was t h e  I PR,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  p o p u l a r i z e d  " t h e  c o n 

v e n i e n t / m y t h  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communi s t s  u n d e r  Mao T s e - T u n g

O
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w ere /p n o t  r e a l l y  Communi s t s  b u t  ' a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m e r s '

d e d i c . a t e d  t o  t h e - i d e a l  o f  g e n u i n e  d e m o c r a c y  for .  C h i n a .
— 9 '

A n y t h i n g  t o  d i s c r e d i t  C h i a n g  ,K a i - S h e k  i n  Ame r i c a n  e y e s ;  and

a s  we know t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  was  a W a s h i n g t o n  p o l i c y  t h a t

 ̂ c o n t r i b u t e d  to  C h i a n g ' s  u l t i m a t e  d e f e a t  on t h e  m a i n l a n d . "

T h u s ,  t h e  IPR w o r k i n g  w i t h  s u b v e r s i v e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e ' D e p a r t -  
* •

. m e n t^ ." f  i n a l  l y  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  

a c c e p t ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  -fhe C o m u n i s t  p o s i t i o n  a b o u t  Ch i n a  as
£ r  *

t h e  b a s i s - f o r  i t s  own/ d e c i s i o n s  . "  .

Conservatives: we r e  a l s o  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  same
4 * «•

/■ . .  s p i e s  who b e t r a y e d  C h i a n g  w e r e  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e

D e p a r t m e n t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  a g e n c y ' s  l a x  s e c u r i t y

p r o g r a m .  They we r e  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e

p e r i o d  1947 t o  1 9 5 0 ,  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t  f i r e  one

e m p l o y e e  a s  a s e c u r i t y  r i s k .  t h i s ,  s eeme d  u n u s u a l  a s  d u r i n g

t h e  same p e r i o d ,  o v e r  300 p e o p l e  we r e  d i s c h a r g e d  a s  l o y a l t y
fi 7

r i s k s  f r o m o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  Gi ve n  t h e  r o l e

o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  r i g h t ' s  t h e o r y  o f  s u b v e r s i o n ,

i t  was a n a t u r a l  o b j e c t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by S e n a t o r  Mc Ca r t h y

As h a s  b e e n  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  i t  was M c C a r t h y ' s  c l a i m  i n

1950 t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  s u b v e r s i v e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
\

e s t a b l i s h e d  him among l i b e r a l s  a s  t h e  a r c h - v i l l a i n  o f
6 8^  Ame r i c a n  p o l i t i c s .  The e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t ,  i n

h i s  a t t a c k ,  he  p u b l i c l y  s m e a r e d  i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e .  T h i s

s m e a r i n g  s u p p o s e d l y  o c c u r r e d  when he named n i n e  p e o p l e  b e 

f o r e  t h e  T y d i n g s  Co mmi t t e e  a s  p o s s i b l e  s e c u r i t y  r i s k s .  To
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t h e  1 i b e r a l  v ie w p o in t : . h i s  c h a r g e s  w e r e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and.  

r e c k l e s s .  As one  w r i t e r  p u t . i t ,  " t h e  sum o f  M c C a r t h y ' s “ 

n i n e  ' p u b l i c  c a s e s j 1. was h o t  i m p r e s s i v e .  Of t h e  n i n e ,  o n l y  

f o u r  w e r e , / in  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t , ,  andia^I;'! f o u r  had  been  

c a r e f u l l y  c h e c k e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e .

T h u s ,  i q - t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  M c C a r t h y ,  l i b e r a l s  w i l l  

i n v a r i a b l y  f i s t  h i s  a s s a u l t '  on - t he  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  an 

e x a mp l e  o f  h i s  c r u d e  a n d . i n s a t i a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  s e e k i n g .  

Ho we v e r ,  f r o m a c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a n d p o i n t ,  M c C a r t h y ' s
'  v

c h a r g e s  b e f o r e  t h e i T y d i n g s  Co mmi t t e e  w e r e  n o t  r e c k l e s s  o r  

i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  I n . t h e  f i r s t  p / l a c e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i v e  o f
•V

t h e  p e o p l e  he acc us e d^ ’ we r e  no l o n g e r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

wasu i r r e l e v e n t  s i n c e  t h e  ma'in- o b j e c t i v e ;  o f  Mc Ca r t h y  was 

t o  show t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m  was ' i n e f f e c t -  

i v e .  T h u s ,  i t :  d i d  n o t  m a t t e r  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  i f  t h e  

p e o p l e  he c h a r g e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  s e c u r i t y  r i s k s  we r e  no l o n g e r  

w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  w a n t e d  t o  know 

why t h e y ' h a d  b e e n  e mp l o y e d  a t  a l l .  S e c o n d l y ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s
• 4

w e r e  n o t  i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  M c C a r t h y ' s  c h a r g e s  

w e r e  f a l s e  b e c a u s e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  own s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  had 

a l r e a d y  c l e a r e d  t h e  a c c u s e d .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  one  mai p 

p r e m i s e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o p i n i o n  was  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t -  

" m e n t ' s  s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m  was i n a d e q u a t e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  

g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  Mc Ca r t h y  u s e d ' t o  s u p p o r t  

h i s  c h a r g e s  was s t r o n g .  In t h e i r  b o o k ,  Mc Ca r t h y  .and Hi.s 

E n e m i e s ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  W i l l i a m  B u c k l e y  a nd  *L. B r e n t  B o z e l l
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e x a m i n e d  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  made by Mc Ca r t h y  a n d  c o n c l u d e  t h a t
j  • *•

e a c h  p e r s o n  named c o u l d  h a v e  be e n  a l o y a l t y  r i s k .  At  t h e ’

v e r y  l e a s t ,  t h e y  w r i t e ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  " e v i d e n c e  a d d e d  up t o ^ a

p r i m a  f a c i e ” c a s e  a g a i n s t  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  s e c u r i t y

p r a c t i c e s . They^ i n d i c a t e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  e a c h  o f

t h e  n i n e  had a t  some p o i n t  o r  o t h e r  shown a t - ' : ! e a s t  "some

s y mp a t h y  f o r  Communism o r  f o r  Communi s t  o b j e c t i v e s . . ' I n d e e d , 
... ? • * 

c o n s e r v a t i  ve s ' ^ f  e l  t  t h a t  Mc Ca r t hy  had d e v e l o p e d  e s p e c i a l l y

s t r o n g  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  H a l d o r e  H a n s e n ,  'John S t e w a r t  S e r v i c e ,
t

0„wen L a t t i m o r e  and  P h i l i p  J e s s u p  (a l e a d i n g  member  o f  t h e  

I P R) .  Al l  t h e s e  me n ,  i t  was c h a r g e d ,  we r e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  

b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a c h a n g e  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p o l i c y ,  ma k i n g  i t  

more  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  C o mmu n i s t s .

.‘Wh i l e  t h e s e  c h a r g e s ’ d i d  n o t  mean n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f e l t  t h e s e  men we r e  C o m m u n i s t s ,  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  

f e l t  t h e r e  was a r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  as  t o  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .

Wh e t h e r  J e s s u p ,  L a t t i m o r e  and  M c C a r t h y ' s  o t h e r  
p u b l i c  c a s e s  w e r e  Communi s t s  was i n  t h e  l a s t  
i n s t a n c e  i m m a t e r i a l  t o  B u c k l e y ,  B o z e l l ,  a nd  
( among p o l i t i c i a n s )  S e n a t o r s  M c C a r t h y ,  N i x o n ,
Kn o wl a n d ,  T a f t ,  B r i d g e s ,  Wh e r r y ,  Mu n d t ,  F e r g u s o n ,
J e n n e r ,  and B r e w s t e r .  I t  m a t t e r e d  o n l y  t h a t  t h e y  
we r e  " o b j e c t i v e l y "  on t h e  Communi s t s  s i d e ,  i e ,  
t h a t  t h e y  h e l d  some i d e a s  t h a t  c o i n c i d e d ,  i f  
v a g u e l y ,  w i t h  th o .s e  o f  Co mmu n i s t s .

,

Whi l e  some m i g h t ' c o n s i d e r  t h e  p h r a s e o l o g y  o f  g u i l t  vague,  t o  

’ c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i t  was e n o u g h  t o  j u s t i f y  M c C a r t h y ' s  c h a r g e s . .  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  t h e o r i e s  a l s o  m o t i v a t e d  Mc Ca r t h y  t o  i n v e s t -  

i g a t e  t h e  Vo i c e  o f  Ame r i c a  wh i c h  was t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  arm o f
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. ' , -  146 -  ’ * '
' ’ ' • t

t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  As a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r i g h t ' s  l i b e r a t i o n  p o l i c y  was  a w o r l d - w i d e  

}■:. p r o p a g a n d a  c a m p a i g n  d e s i g n e d  t p  s t i r  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s  and  

t h o s e ,  i n  S o v i e t - d o m i n a t e d  a r e a s  t o  r e v o l t .  To t h e  c o n s e r v 

a t i  ves^ h o w e v e r  , t h e  Vo i c e  o f  Ame r i c a  was  j u s t  n o t  h a r d -  
. 72h i t t i n g  e n o u g h .  I n d e e d ,  " w i t h  Raymond S w i n g ,  a l e f t - o f -

c e n t r e  b r o a d c a s t  j o u r n a l i s t  a s  i t s  c h i e f  c o m m e n t a t o r ,  vt h e

V o i c e  o f  A me r i c a  was o b v i o u s l y  i n  no s h a p e  t o ' l e a d  t h e
73c o n t e m p l a t e d  o f f e n s i v e  i n t o  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e . "  T h u s ,  i t  was 

a f r e q u e n t  t a r g e t  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  c r i t i c i s m .  R e a c t i n g  t o  , 

t h a t  f a c t ,  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o m m i t t e e  

'  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  and  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

S e n a t o r  H i c k e n l o o p e r , Ch a i r ma n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  F o r e i g n  

R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e ,  b e g a n  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and
74e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  Age nc y .

At  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was c o n d u c t i n g
-  .3

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m f i n a n c e s .  S e n a t o r  Mc Ca r t h y

a l s o  s o u g h t  ‘‘t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  V o i c e ' o f

Ame r i c a  by p u r g i n g  i t  o f  any  Communi s t s  o r  Communi s t

s y m p a t h i z e r s .  C l e a r l y  Mc Ca r t h y  "had  t a k e n  i t  upon h i m s e l f

t o  p r e p a r e  A m e r i c a n . p r o p a g a n d a  a g e n c i e s  f o r  t h e i r  r o l e  i n
75t h e  s t r a t e g y ,  o f  l i b e r a t i o n . "  I t  was o n l y  l o g i c a l  t h a t  

Mc Ca r t h y  and  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  wou l d  w a n t  t o  make sur£~  

t h a t  t h e . V o i c e  o f  Ame r i c a  was f r e e  o f  Communi s t  i n f l u e n c e .

M c C a r t h y ' s  a d h e r e n c e  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h e o r y  a l s o  e x p l a i n s
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why,  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  he s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  wha t  he c a l l e d  t h e  

" b l o o d  t r a d e "  b e tw e e n  A m e r i c a ' s  a l l i e s  and  Red C h i n a  and
• • v* ■*'•

why he n e g o t i a t e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  G reek  s h i p o w n e r s  who 

a g r e e d  n o t  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  Communi s t  n a t i o n s . ^  Bo t h  t h e s e  

a c t i o n s  w e r e  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r . a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a s  on e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  1 i . b e r a t i o n i s t  s t r a t e g y  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

s h o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e  t r a d e  w i t h  c o u n t r v e s i ' ^ ' m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  

Communism.  / T h e r e f o r e ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  

we r e  p e r f e c t l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h o u g h t . *

In t h e  same way ,  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  u n u s u a l  a b o u t  h i s  

d e c i s i o n  t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a rmy f o r  s u b v e r s i o n .  The 

Republ i can r i g h t ,  i n  f a c t ,  had  l o n g  be e n  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  a r me d  f o r c e s  we r e  i n f i l t r a t e d  by 

C o m m u n i s t s . ^  Ho we v e r ,  f ew R e p u b l i c a n s  wou l d  d a h e  s t a r t  any  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  , of  t ^ P  army a s  t h i s  wo u l d  e f f e c t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

p r e s t i g e  o f  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r .  M c C a r t h y , . however  who was 

n e v e r  one  t o  b a c k  down,  t o o k  o n y ( h e  a rmy d i r e c t l y .

As a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  Mc Ca r t h y  wo u l d  n a t u r a l l y  o p p o s e  and  

l a s h  o u t  a g a i n s t  l i b e r a l s .  I n d e e d ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  Mc Ca r t h y  wou l d  l a u n c h  e x c e s s i v e  a t t a c k s  

a g a i n s t  h i s  l i b e r a l  c r i t i c ' s ,  o f t e n  l a b e l l i n g  t he m a s  

c o m m u n i s t s  o r  p r o - C o m m u n i s t s .  Such a s s a u l t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
o

we r e  r e c k l e s s ,  and  e v e n  Mc Ca r t h y  a p o l o g i s t s  l i k e  Wi l l  j a m 

B u c k l e y  c a l l e d  t he m r e p r e h e n s i b l e . .  M o r e o v e r ,  l i b e r a l s  o f t e n  

i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  by Mc Ca r t h y  a s  a s s a u l t s  a g a i n s t ,  

l i b e r a l i s m  i t s e l f .  In f a c t ,  one  w r i t e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
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M cC arthy  and  t h e  e n t i r e  r i g h t  wi ng '  w e re  m ore i n t e r e s t e d ^ i n  

a t t a c k i n g  New Dea l  1 i b e r a l s - t h a n  C o mmu n i s t s .

The r e a l ,  f o e  was a l w a y s  t h e  Ame r i c a n  l i b e r a l -  
t h e  New D e a l ,  t h e  i n n o v a t o r ,  t h e  i d e a l i s t  

• who saw t h e  i n j u s t i c e  i n  Ame r i c a n  s o c i e t y  and  
s  \  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  i n s , t r u m e n t a l  i t i a s  o f

d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e f f e c t  r e f o r m s .

V e t ,  Mc Ca r t h y  i mpu g n e d  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  1 i b e r a l s  no tsso  much t o  

' d i s c r e d i t  t h e  New Deal  b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e ,  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v 

a t i v e  m i n d ,  l i b e r a l i s m  and Communism w ere  somehow i n  a c c o r d .

To u n d e r s t a n d  how t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o p i n i o n  e v o l v e d ,  i t  

. i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x a m i n e  wha t  t h e  l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  

Communism a c t u a l l y  was and  how i t  developed^ F i r s t ,  i t ' i s  

f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  l i b e r a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  1 i b e , r a l ;  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s , 

h a ve  a l w a y s  b e e n  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  p o l i t i c a l  move me n t s  o f  t h e  

l e f t .  " Al mo s t  s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  t i d e  o f

i n t e l l e c t u a l  o p i n i o n  had f l o w e d  s w i f t l y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f
79Mar x i sm and  v a r i o u s  r e l a t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  d e t e r m i n i s m s . "

T h i s  a f f i n i t y  f o r  Ma r x i s m was n a t u r a l ,  a s  b o t h  i d e o l o g i e s  

s h a r e d  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i e s . s u c h  a s  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

w e l f a r e  s t a t e  and  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  r z a t i o n  o f  po we r .

I n d e e d ,  Ma r x i s m became  e v e n mojke p o p u l a r  w i t h  l i b e r a l s  

. a f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  of l  1929 when i t  seem ed  t h a t  Ma r x '
> on

. e c o n o m i c  f o r e c a s t s  had b een  f u l f i l l e d .  Gi ve n  t h i s  a t t i t u d e

i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  some l i b e r a l s  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  l o o k e d

f a v o u r a b l y  upon  C o m m u n i s t s ,  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n .  On

t h e  h o m e f r o n t C o m m u n i s t s  we r e  s e e n  a s  d o m e s t i c  a l l i e s  who
81c o u l d  be wo r k e d  w i t h  t o b r i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .  On t h ’e

t
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c e n e -  t h e y '  saw t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  w h i c h  one

l i b e r a l  l a b e l e d  t h e  " mo r a l  c a p s t o n e  o f  j f h e  w o r l d "  a s  a

p r o g r e s s i v e  and  d e m o c r a t i c ' s t a t e  t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  s t e m * t h e
82a d v a n c e  o f  w o r l d  f a s c i s m .  •.»

vu '

The w o r l d - w i d e  Communi s t  t a c t i c  o f  t h e  P o p u l a r  f r o n t  

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e s e  s u p p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  p l o y  beg^B in  1*935 

when t h e  S o v i e t  d i c t a t o r ,  J o s e p h  S t a l i n , f e a r i n g  t h e  g r o w i n g  

s t r e n g t h  o f  G e r ma n y ,  decided;.,  t o  - form a l l i a n c ' e s  w i t h  t h e  

h a t e d  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e s  o f  t h e ' W e s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n ’ o r d e r  

to*. win a p p r o v a l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  Communi s t  p a r t y  - 

o f  Ame r i c a  on d i r e c t  o r d e r s  f r o m Moscow c h a n g e d  i t s  i m a g e ,
j

g o i n g  f r o m a v i o l e n t ,  d o g m a t i c , ^ n t i - d e m o c r a t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

t o  a d e m o c r a t i c ,  n o n - v i o l e n t , -  Ame r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Ame r i c a n  Co mmu n i s t s  b e g a n  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  t h e  

V. c h a m p i o n s  o f  l i b e r t y  and  d e m o c r a c y ,  a nd  i n s t e a d  o f  c a l l i n g

I f o r  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  g o v e r n me n t ^  t h e y  c a l l e d  f o r  ha r mony  

w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  They . want ed  t o  make i t  c l e a r  m o r e -  

o v e r ^ t h e  Communi s t s  no l o n g e r  a d h e r e d  t o  s t r i c t  M a r x i s t  

dogma.  In a p a r t y  b u l l e t i n  o f  1936-, i t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e  Communi s t s  w e re  t r y i n g  t o  "make o u r  p a r t y  a p a r t y  o f -  

human b e i n g s  who l i v e  and  l a u g h  j u s t  a s  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  

d o e s . " 8 3

Y e t ,  a l l  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  we r e  m e r e l y  c o s m e t i c .  The p a r t y  

was s t i l l  d e d i c a t e d  t o  o v e r t h r o w i n g  th-e Ame r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  

The Reds  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  “ i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  P o p u l a r  

F r o n t  l i n e  a new t y p e o f  p a r t y  was n e c e s s a r y ;  n e i t h e r  t h e
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o l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s e c t  n o r  a r e f o r m i s t  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  a p a r t y

i n  w h i c h  a h a r d  c o r e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  s e t  a b o u t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r . " .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l i b e r a l s  who

d i d  n o t  n ee d  t h a t  much e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  f a v o u r -  Communism

anyway w e r e  C o m p l e t e l y  d up ed  by t h i s  Red t r i c k .  They Were

a l l  t o o  e a g e r  t o  j o i n y w i t h  Communi s t s  i n  a P o p u l a r  f r o n t . ’

In  t h e  w o r ds  o f  one  c o n s e r v a t i v e  C o n g r e s s m a n ,  S t a l i n  b a i t e d
\ /

h'-is. hook w i t h  a ‘ p r o g r e s s i v e 1 worm and t h e  New Deal  s u c k e r s
oc *

s w a l l o w e d  b a i t ,  h o o k ,  l i n e  and s i n k e r . "  I n d e e d ,  d u r i n g
\

t h e  P o p u l a r  F r o n t  e r a ,  " t h e  Communi s t s  s c o r e d  t h e i r  g r e a t 

e s t  g a i n s ,  n o t  among w o r k e r s  and i m m i g r a n t s ,  b u t  among 

r a d i c a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  w r i t e r s  and p r o f e s s i o n 

a l s . " 8 6

In  f a c t ,  i t  e v e n  beca me  f a s h i o n a b l e  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a l .v •
i . n t e l  1 i g e n s i a  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Co mmu n i s t s  o r  t o  be *

J P
p r o - S o v i e t  - R u s s i a .  Some l i b e r a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d e f e n d e d  o r  

i g n o r e d  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  b e i n g  e a r n e d  o u t  i n  R u s s i a  and 

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Un i on  a s  some k i n d  o f  U t o p i a .

C o c k t a i 1 ' p a r t i e s  w e r e  h e l d  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  v a r i o u s  Commun

i s t  c a u s e s /  w h i l e  some c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s  b i a s e d  t h e i r

l e c t u r e s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  Communi s t  i d e o l o g y .  T h os e  who d a r e d
8 7t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  S o v i e t s  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  f a s c i s t s .

M o r e o v e r ,  l i b e r a l s  f l o c k e d  t o  j o i n  v a r i o u s  Communis t  

f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  we r e  v i t a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  

p r o p a g a n d a  f r a m e w o r k .  They we r e  d r awn  t o  t h e s e  f r o n t s  

" b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n o b l y  e x p r e s s e d  a i m s :  t o  f i g h t  f o r  p e a c e ,
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■v ̂  "  . . 1
- i  s e e k  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,, end  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n /

-  ■ ^  ^

f o s t e r  S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r a l ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  an d  h e l p  r e f u g e e s
88  ■ 

f r om f a s c i s m . "  C l e a r l y . ,  in'  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  l i b e r -

a l  c o m m u n i t y . t e n d e d  t o  be  f a v o u r a b l y  d i s p o s e d  t o  Communism.

The S o v i e t - N a z i  p a c t  o f  A u g u s t  19.39 p u t  an  e n d ,  

t e m p o r a r i l y  a t  1 e a s t ^  :,to J t h e  l i b e r a l - c o m m u n i s t  l o v e  a f f a i r .  

" L i b e r a l s  who had  b e e n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i S o v i e t  Union  a s  an 

e f f e c t i v e  b u l w a r k  a g a i n s t  f a s c i s m  w,ere s h o c k e d  a nd  s t u n n e d  

when G e r ma n y ,  t h e  f o r e m o s t  f c s c i s t  p o w e r ,  made a n o n 

a g g r e s s i o n  p a c t  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  A m a z i n g l y ,  h o w e v e r ,

when R u s s i a  and  t h e  U n i t e d -  S t a t e s  became m i l i t a r y  a l l i e s  i n
Va

World -War Two,  l i b e r a l s  w e r e . e a g e r  t o  f o r g i v e  t h e  S o v i e t  

U n i o n .  The P o p u l a r  F r o n t  m e n t a l i t y  was r e s u r r e c t e d  a s  

l i b e r a l s  o n c e  a g a i n ,  saw Communism a s  a p o s i t i v e  f o r c e  i n  

t h e  w o r l d .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w a r /  l i b e r a l s  a d v o c a t e d  l o n g - r a n g e  

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  a f t e r  p e a c e  had  b e e n  won.  I t  

was t h e i r  g o a l '  t o  c r e a t e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  woui 'd.  

e l i m i n a t e  t h e  f a c t o r s  whic.fi htfd c a u s e d  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,

: f a s c i s m  and t h e  w a r .  They,  i n - e f f e c t ,  w a n t e d  t o  c r e a t e  a
v  '  ■ V

New Deal  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  an d  t o  do t h i s  t h e y  f e l t  i t  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  S o v i e t  c o o p e r a t i o n .  A c t i n g  a s  i f  t h e  

y e a r s  1939.  t o  1941 had n e v e r  h a p p e n e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  " l o o k i n g  

w i t h ' h o p e  and  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  a co mi n g  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  

Naz i  o c c u p i e d  E u r o p e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  saw R u s s i a  a s  a p o s i t i v e  

f o r c e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  r e v o l u t i o n  i n
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E u r o p e . " 8 9  ' . * ' *

A n o t h e r  g o a l  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l s  was t o  e x p a n d  t h e  New Deal

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  To do t h i s  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  a s  w i l l i n g '

t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  Communi s t s  d o m e s t i c a l l y  a s  t h e y  w e r e

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  Whi l e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  Communi s t

t a c t i c s  o f  d e c e i t ,  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  - t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s ’

d e s t r u c t i v e  t a c t i c s  w e r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  g i v e n  t h e  S o v i e t

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  model  and  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p r e s -
90s i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e s e  1 i b e r a l s ^  s t i l  1

d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r u e  d a n g e r s  o f  Communism.  ;,
£

H o w e ve r ,  t h e  y e a r s  1945 and  1946 b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a p r o -

f o u n d  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  m o s t  A m e r i c a n  l i b e r a l s  f o r

a s  s oon  a s  Naz i  Germany was d e f e a t e d ,  S t a l i n ,  no l o n g e r

n e e d i n g  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  d r o p p e d  h i s  f a c a d e  o f

f r i e n d l y  c o o p e r a t i o n  and  b e g a n  a c a m p a i g n  d e s i g n e d  t o

e n l a r g e  t h e  S o v i e t  e m p i r e .  The e r a  o f  S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n

• c o o p e r a t i o n  was o v e r .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  was a r u d e  s h o c k  t o

•mo.st  l i b e r a l s  who now r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union  was

s o m e t h i n g  l e s s  than  t h e  p e a c e - T o v i n g  progressive j s t a t e  they.

had p i c t u r e d  i t  t o  b e .  M o r e o v e r ,  d o m e s t i c  Communi s t s  by

t h i s  t i m e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  p u p p e t s  o f  Moscow^as

t h e y  "now moved i n  p r a c t i c e d  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e i r  R u s s i a n

m a s t e r ,  t o  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e i r ,  ol-d c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c

p a r t y  on t he -  w h o l e  s p e c t r u m  o f  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Co l d  . 
91Wa r . "  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  by 1947 pro -Communi sm was no l o n g e r  . 

a t e n e t  o f  l i b e r a l i s m .
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At t h e  same t i m e  mo s t  l i b e r a l s  d i d  n o t  e v o l v e  i n t o  

s t a u n c h  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t s . Wh i l e  t h e y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c o n t a i n 

ment- o f  S o v i e t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f o r y t h e  

l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  S o v i e t  c o n t r o l .  M o r e o v e r ,  

t h e y  t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  s u b j e c t  o f  Communi s t  

s u b v e r s i o n  was v a s t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  a n d  t h o s e  c a l l e d  f o r

l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  a s  t o u g h  a s  t h o s e  e n d o r s e d
92by. c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  Nor  had p ro -Communi sm b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  

e r a d i c a t e d  f r om  t h e  l i b e r a l  m e n t a l i t y .  I n d e e d ,  a s  l a t e  a s  

1948 Henry  W a l l a c e ,  an  a r c h - l i b e r a l  a nd  f o r m e r  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  

r a n  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  w i t h  a p l a t f o r m  t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  d e 

t e n t e  w i t h  R u s s i a  an d  r e g a r d e d  t h e  c o n t a i n m e n t - p o l i c y  a s
93t h e  c r e a t u r e  o f  Wal l  S t r e e t  and  t h e  m i l i t a r y .

A d m i t t e d l y ,  n o t  a l l  l i b e r a l s  w e r e  a s  m i s g u i d e d  a s  

W a l l a c e  and  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  They w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  n e i t h e r  

p r o - C o m m u n i s t  n o r  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a n t i - a n t i -  

Communi s t .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  when i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were  beg u n  t o  

r o o t  o u t  Reds i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l i b e r a l s  l o u d l y  d e n o u n c e d  them 

a s  w i t c h  h u n t s .  "They  b r o u g h t  e n o r mo u s  p r e s s u r e  t o  b e a r  i n  

t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  e x p o s u r e s  

and  t h e y  w e r e ,  by and  l a r g e ,  s u c c e s s f u l .  O p p o n e n t s  o f

Communism w e r e  r i d i c u l e d  i n  l a r g e  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,

^  94p a i n t e d  a s  w i t c h  h u n t e r s ,  r e d  b a i t e r s ,  d e m a g o g u e s . "  Y e t ,

t h e  l i b e r a l s  we n t  f u r t h e r .

In  f a c t ,  p r o m i n e n t  l i b e r a l s  p u b l i c l y  d e f e n d e d  p e o p l e

a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  S o v i e t  a g e n t s .  The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t
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. e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  phanomenon  was t h e  A l g e r  H i s s  c a s g .  To •

l i b e r a l s ,  H i s s  was a p r o t o t y p e  New Deal  l i b e r a l ,  a man t o

be  r e s p e c t e d .  " I n  h i s  B r oo ks  B r o t h e r s  s u i t ,  .he s eeme d  t f t e

v e r y  model  o f  a y o u n g - o l d  New D e a l e r - b a d g e r e d  now a nd  >
55b r u t a l l y  m i s t r e a t e d  by r e c k l e s s  s l a n d e r s . "  To t h e i r  e y e s  

* •*
he was a " m a r t y r  t o  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ^ a n d  Chamber s  was a '' 

v i c i o u s  p a t h o l o g i c a l  l i a r  i n  l e a g u e  w i t h  r e a c t i o n a r y  

R e p u b l i c a n s  l e d  by C o n g r e s s m a n  R i c h a r d  N i x o n .  C o n s e q u e n t  

l y ,  l i b e r a l s  e a r g e r l y  r u s h e d '  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  b e s e e g e d  a n d ,  

i n  t h e i r . v i e w ,  w r o n g f u l l y  a c c u s e d  c o l l e a g u e .  No l e s s
'U

■ p r o m i n e n t  l i b e r a l s  t h a n  Dean Ac .heson ,  A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n  and  

E l e a n o r  R o o s e v e l t  p u b l i c l y  d e f e n d e d  H i s s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

n um e r o u s  p r o f e s s o r s  f r om  f a m o u s - u n i v e r s i t i e s  s t o o d  up f o r  

H i s s ^ a n d  e v e n  P r e s i d e n t  Truman d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  a f 

f a i r  was n o t h i n g  b u t  a ’>Red H e r r i n g 11 c r e a t e d  by t h e  

R e p u b l i c a n s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .

■But  t h e  l i b e r a l s  w e r e  n o t  c o n t e n t  j u s t  t o  d e f e n d  H i s s ,
‘ 1- ' K

as  t h e y  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  a v i c i o u s  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  i i h i t t a k e r  

C h a m b e r s .  A r t h u r  S c h l e s i n g e r  J r ? one  o f  t h e  . few l i b e r a l s  

who b e l i e v e d  H i s s  was g u i l t y ,  w r o t e  ;

One c o u l d  h a r d l y  b l a me  him ( C h a m b e r s )  f o r  b e i n g - b i t t e r , 
when one  r e c a l l s  t h e  u g l y  and v i c i o u s  s t o r i e s  I n v e n t e d  
and  r e p e a t e d  by r e s p e c t a b l e  l a w y e r s  and  c o l l e g e  
p r o f e s s o r s - s t o r i e s  w h i c h  p u r p o r t e d  t o  ' e x p l a i n *  
e v e r y t h i n g ,  b u t . w h i c h  when t h e  t i m e  came. ,  t h e  H i s s  
d e f e n c e  n e v e r  c a r e d  t o  b r i n g  up i n  c o u r t  . . . The 
a n t i - C h a m b e r s  w h i s p e r i n g  c a m p a i g n gwas one  o f  t h e  
m o s t  r e p e l l e n t  o f  mode rn  h i s t o r y .

»
C o n s e r v a t i v e  J ames  Burnham w e n t  f u r t h e r  when he w r o t e ,  "At
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V. W a s h i n g t o n  d i n n e r s  and  c o c k t a i l  p a r t i e s  heal'd o r  a t t e n d e d

by S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  an d  I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c i a l s  no b i t t e r n e s s

o r  c o n t e m p t  was e v e r  e x p r e s s e d  a g a i n s t  A l g e r  H i s s .  At  t h o s e

same g a t h e r i n g s  no v i l e  a n d  s h a m e l e s s  s l a n d e r  a g a i n s t
98W h i t t a k e r  Chamber s  was o m i t t e d . "  Thus  A me r i c a n  l i b e r a l s  

a r r o g a n t l y  and  c o n f i d e n t l y  d e f e n d e d  H i s s  a g a i n s t * h i s  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  a t t a c k e r s .  They a l s o  e n d e d  up g e t t i n g  b-urned
V

v e r y d 5 a d l y  w h e n ' h e  w a s ^ o n v i c t e d  o f  p e r j u r y  i n  J a n y a r y  1 9 5 0 ,  

" A m e r i c a ' s  l i b e r a l s  t a s t e d  a b i t t e r  and  s t r a n g e l y ,  p e r s o n a l  

d e f e a t .  I t  was p o l i t i c l y  and  e m o t i  orraTl y t h e i r  n a d i r . u^. . .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  s e t b a c k s ,  l i b e r a l s  wer e  s t i l l  u n w i l l i n g  

t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e r e - h a d  b e e n  a ^ s e r i o u s  p e n e t r a t i o n  

by ^Communist s  . o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  They c o n t i n u e d '  

t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  by C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

C o m m i t t e e s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  u n c o v e r ^ J i o v i e t  s p i e s .

**■

it
I* , , f

The c o m m i t t e e s  were* p e r c e i v e d  by  l i b e r a l  l e f t  
p a r t i s a n s  a s  e n g i n e s  o f  a n t i - i n t e l l e c . t u a l  r e a c t i o n ,  
v e h i c l e s  f o r  t h e  s e l f - p r o m o t i o n  o f  c o m m i t t e e  
c h a i r m e n ,  a g e n c i e s  o f  b i t t e r - r e v e n g e  upon  t h e  
c h a m p i o n s  o f  t h e  New Deal  by s p o k e s me n  f o r  a 
c o a l i t i o n  o f  s m a l l  town p r o v i n c i a l s ,  a n t i - S e m i t e s  
b u s i n e s s  B a b b i t s ,  1 a b o r - b a i t e r s  , Ku Klux K l a n s ,  
h y p o c r i t e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l a n d e r e r s ,  and  n a r r o w  
g a u g e  b i g o t s .

s
T h u s ,  w h i l e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  l i k e  J o e  Mc Ca r t hy  were  e a g e r  t o

*

^  r o o t  o u t  S o v i e t ^ s p i e s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l i b e r a l s  seemed

c o n t e n t ,  t o  i g n o r e  s i m p l y  t h e  p r o b l e m  and a s s a u l  t 3 t h o s e  who 

d i d  n o t .  •

C o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t ,  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s
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A

l i b e r a l  r e a c t i o n ^ a n d  i t  l e d  t he m t o  t a k e  a c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  

thf i  w h o l e  1 i b e r a | | ^ i t o . v e m e n t . : J h e y  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  o u t r a g e d  

by t h e  way l i b e r a l s  d e f e n d e d  lf i i s s  and  by t h e  way t h e y  t r i e d  

t o  d i s r u p t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of.  s u b v e r s i o n  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .

They  e & e n t u a l l y  came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  - t h a t  d e s p i t e , t h e
" * . . .  i

b r u t a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t b e s S o v i e t  i d e o l o g y  a n d  a l l  t h e ’s p y  ■* * *
r e v e l a t i o n s ,  1 i b . e r a l s .  w e r e  s t i l  1 t o l ' e r a n t  o f  Communism.

T h a t  i s ,  t h e y  r e s i s t e d  t h e . . n o t i o n  t h a t  Communism s h o u l d  be
'  i ■

s u b j e c t e d  t o  s o c i a l  and  T e g a l  s a n c t i o n s  a t  home.

I n d e e d , ^ m a n y  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  canfce t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l i b e r a l  -  

' i sm a n d . Communism w e r e  somehow l i n k e d  o r  i n  a c c o r d .  They 

; j -  began- t o  w o n d e r  j u s t  how f a r  l e f t  New D e a ^ 1 i b e r a l i s m  was
■ -j • ? *•

§oinc j  t o . d r i f t  b e f o r e  c omi ng '  t o  a h a l t -  Was t h e  u l t i m a t e  

' V g o a l  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a s o c i a l i s t i c  s t a t e ?

Were l i b e r a l s  s t i l l  s e c r e t l y  j u s t  a s  p r . o - Co mmu n i s t  i n  1950-
• i

a s  t h e y  . .were i n  t h e  1 '930‘ s and  1 9 4 0 l s ? '  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

ambig’uo u s  a t t i t u d e  o f  l i b e r a l s  t ow a r ds -  Communism,  t h e  

a n s w e r  w a s . n o t  c l e a r .  ; W h i t t a k e r  Chambers^ i n  h i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  

■ b o o k ,  W i t n e s s , f e l t  he knew t h e  a n s w e r .  "

*
F o r  men who c o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  f i r m l y  
b e l i e v e d  was l i b e r a l i s m  a d d e d  up 1*> s o c i a l i s m  
c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  be e x p e c t e d  t o  s e e  w h a t  a d d e d  up 

. t o  Communism . . . t h e y  r e a c t e d * , ; no.t l i k e
l i b e r a l s j  b.ut w. i th t h e '  f i e r c e n e s s  co f  - r e v o l u t i o n i s t s  

9 w h e n e v e r ”t h a t  p o we r  was a t  i s s u e  . . .
^  - E v e r y  m o v e - ' a g a i n s t  t h e  Communi s t s  was f e l t  by

:• ’ t h e . I i b e r a ] s  a s  a move a g a i n s t  t h e m s e l v e s  '. . . ' -
TTha s i m p l d  f a c t  i s  t h a t  when I t o o k  up my 

~ T i t t l e N ^ l i n g  and  a i me d  a t  Communjsm,  I a l s o  h i t
s 'ometh' i ’rig e l s e . '  What  I h i t  was t h e  f o r c e s ' o f  t h e  

'■' g r e a t - s o c i a l  i s t i c  r eyp l Ut j on t  .. w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  name o f  
• j l i b e r a l i s m - .  . . has -  b e e n ,  i n c h i n g  i t s  i c e ,  c a p  ]

1 ‘- ,

>- - - V- i *
c V '
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o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  two d e c a d e s  . . .  I t  was 
t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  l i s t r u c k  a t  .
t h e  p o i n t  o f  i t s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power  . .

I t  was t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n t t h a t  
had  s m o t h e r e d  t h e  H i s s  'Case ( a n d  much e l s e )  ' ,  Q2 
f o r  a d e c a d e ,  and  f o u g h t  t o  s m o t h e r  i t  i n  1 9 4 8 .

L i b e r a l s  who w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s i m p l y  s t u p i d  o r  h y p o c r i t i c a l  

by c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e ; 1 9 3 0 ' s^  w e r e  now s e e n  t o  be  much 

w o r s e .  - As on e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  w ' r i t e r ~ p u t  i t ,  " i s  i t  n o t  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  ' l i b e r a l i s m '  o f  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  t h a t  

p o t p o u r r i  o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  d o - g o o d i s m  t r e n d i n g  i n t o  

. s t - a t i s m  and  Mar x i sm an d  b l e n d i n g  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l y  w i t h  

t r e a s o n  t f r S t  i s  t h e  d e e p e s t  enemy o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  A m e r i c a  

and  t h e  W e s t . " ^ 3

I t  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  by some t h a t  t h i s  a n t i - l i b e r a l  

' s e n t i m e n t  was j u s t  a t a c t i c  t o  d i s c r e d i t  d o m e s t i c  New.Deal  s 

p o l i c i e s  o r  a way t o  g e t  v o t e s . '  B u t  a s  G e o r g e  Nash p o i n t s  

o u t :
( *

• Cr

I t  w o u l d  be a m i s t a k e ,  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  a t t a c k  on 
l iberal i sm,!  s i m p l y  t o  p t o l i t i c a l  m a l i c e .  What many 
a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a b h o r r e d  a b o u t  t h e  

* R o o s e v e l t  a d mi n i s t r a t i onu . i  'was l e s s  i t s  d o m e s t i c
r e f o r m s  t h a n  i t s  a l l e g e d  a p p e a s e m e n t  o f  Communism 
a t  home and  a b r o a d .  The Communi s t  i s s u e  was n o t ,

^ i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  j u s t  a c o n v e n i e n t  p r e t e x t  f o r
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  New D e a l ,  o r  s e e k i n g  v o t e s .  I t  was‘‘,

. *» a t  l e a s t  f o r  many c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  t h e l
y a r d s t i c k  f o r  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  New D e a l e r s '  and  t h e  1 
l i b e r a l s '  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  n o t  j u s t  f o r -  
o f f i c e  b u t  f o r . s u r v i v a l . M o t i v a t i n g  . t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  was s o m e t h i n g  more  d e e p - s e a t e , d  t h a n  
c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n .  I t  was t h e  s u s p i c i o n  
( f o r  some t h e  c o n v i c t i o n )  t h a t  l i b e r a l i s m  m e a n t  

„ t r e a s o n .  F o r  t h g . C o m m u n i s t  i s s u e  was n o t  an
o r d i n a r y  i s s u e .
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S i m p l y  p u t j C o n s e r v a t i v e s  s t r u c k  o u t  a g a i n s t  l i b e r a l s  b e 

c a u s e )  a s  one  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p u t  i t ,  l i b e r a l s  w e r e  " m i s t a k e n  

. i n  t h e i r  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  f a l s e  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s ,  wr ong  i n .

t h e i r  a*dvice a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e - r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s
. • . ‘ • 105
i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n . "

I t  i s  l i t t l e  w o n d e r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  by t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ‘ s

some c o n s e r v a t i v e s  l i k e  J o e  M c C a r t h y  w o u l d  o p e n l y  q u e s t i o n
 ̂a - ?

V t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  l i b e r a l s .  .To a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  Communism was

e v i l  a n d  was t o  be  r e s i s t e d  a' t  a l l  c o s t s ,  Y e t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 9 3 0 ‘ s a n d  1 9 4 0 ‘ s l i b e r a l s  o f t e n  o p e n l y  a l l  i e d - themse . l  v e s  

w i t h  Reds a n d  a c t e d  a s  a p o l o g i s t s  f o r  t h e  Sov i e -b  U n i o n .  

M o r e o v e r ,  l i b e r a l s  d e f e n d e d  Co mmu n i s t s  a n d  i m p e d e d  t h e
i

s e a r c h  f o r  t r a i t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  

t h r e a t -  o f  S o v i e t  Communism was r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t .  , P o i z l e d

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a s k e d  t h e m s e l v e s  why l i b e r a l s  we r e  n o t  more

a n t i - C o m m u n i s . t .  Some b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  w e r e  s i m p l y  

s t u p i d ,  b u t  o t h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  d i s l o y a l .  T h i s  

l a t t e r  o p i n i o n  was.  n o t  t h a t  f a r - f e t c h e d ,  i f  o n e  c o n s i d e r s  /  

t h a t  A l g e r  H i s s  was o n c e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a r e s p e c t e d  

l i b e r a l .  T h u s ,  i n  i m p u g n i n g  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  some l i b e r a l s ,  

M c C a r t h y  was e x p r e s s i n g  a s u s p i c i o n  s h a r e d  -by many 

c o n s e r v a t i  v e s .

. A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  e x c u s e  M c C a r t h y  f o r  c h a l l e n g i  

t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  i n n o c e n t  1 i b e r a l  ŝ  b u t  i t  a t  l e a s t  e x p l a i n s '  

wha t  m o t i v a t e d  him t o  s u c h  a c t i o n .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t -  s h o u l d  

be e m p h a s i  z e d ' t h a t  he d.id n o t  a c c u s e  e v e r y o n e  who o p p o s e d  

hi'm o f  b e i n g  a Co m m u n i s t .  In f a c t ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e

i  ■ ‘

. , r  .s.
R e p r o d u c e d  with p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  c o p y r ig h t  o w n e r .  F u r t h e r  r e p r o d u c t io n  p ro h ib i ted  w i th o u t  p e rm is s io n .



p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  he r e s e r v e d  t h a t  c h a r g e  madnTy f o r  l i b e r a l
y :«»

n e w s p a p e r s .  A l s o ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e . ?p d i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  ma k i n g

t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  c h a r g e s » ' Mc C a r t h y  was no w o r s e  t h a n  many, o f
K

h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman mad£ t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  c h a r g e  t h a t  “ p o w e r f u l  

f o r c e s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  t h a t  c r e a t e d  E u r o p e a n  f a s c i s t s ,  a r e  

Wo r k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  ( t o )  u n d e r m i n e  . . . 

A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y . " * ^  Then i n  1 9 5 2 ,  he  a c c u s e d  E i s e n h o w e r  

o f  a n t i - S e m i t i s m ,  a n t i - c a t h o l i c i s m  and i n d u l g i n g  i n  a 

c a m p a i g n  o f  l i e s .  T h u s ,  M c C a r t h y ' s  t a c t i c s  w e r e  no more  

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  h i s  d a y .

One f i n a l  t e s t  o f  M c C a r t h y ' s  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i s  t o  e x a m i n e  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who s u p p o r t e d  

M c C a r t h y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  Mc Ca r t h y  had  b e e n  a p o p u l i s t  o r  

a m e r e  d e m a g o g u e ,  he n e v e r  wou l d  h a v e  g a r n e r e d  w i d e s p r e a d  

s up p o r t !  f rom t h e  A m e r i c a n  r i g h t .  Y e t ,  i n  f a c t ,  f o r  t h e  

mo s t  p a r t  t h e  a p o l o g i s t s  and  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  S e n a t o r  Mc Ca r th y  

we r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  ’ F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he was v e r y  p o p u l a r  i n  

t h e  Amer i can-  M i d d l e  West  w h i c h  was a b a s t i o n  o f  R e p u b l i c a n
t

c o n s e r v a t i s m .  "On t r a d i t o n a l  e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s  a s  w e l l  a s

on f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  m i d w e s t  R e p u b l i c a n s  had b e e n  more"

c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  t h e i r  e a s t e r n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  f o r  a d e c a d e
108b e f o r e  M c C a r t h y i s m . " I n d e e d ,  i t  was t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

wi ng  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ,  b a s e d  i n  t h e  M i d W e s t ,  w h i c h  

m o b i l i z e d  i t s e l f  b e h i n d  Mc Ca r th y  and  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

c e n s u r e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  1 9 5 4 .  . T h u s ,  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e r v 

a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n s ; M c C a r t h y  was a h e r o  a s  he s e e me d  t o
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e m b o ' d y ' a l l  t h e i r  h o p e s  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  T h i s  was n o t  a

new A m e r i c a n  r i g h t  b u t  r a t h e r  an  o l d  Ane w i t h  new
109e n t h u s i a s m  a nd  new p o w e r .

B e s i d e s  h i s  r e g i o n a l . b a s e  i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  M i d We s t ,  A
}. . >,.* '• \‘ a*. : / ^

Mc Ca r th y  was a l s o  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  by a n o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t  •
’ >

o f  R e p u b l i c a n  r i g h t ,  n a m e l y  e c o n o m i c  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  P o l l s  
♦ *

. c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  " m e a s u r e s  o f  s u c h  a t t i t u d e s  a s  p o s i t i o n s  

on l i b e r a l i s m  i n  g e n e r a l ,  l a w s  t o  p r e v e n t  s t r i k e s ,  a f e d e r a l

h e a l t h  p r o g r a m ,  an d  s u p p o r t  o f  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
•" * . • * r  ̂

n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  5
*“r

posi t ion;  o f  t h f ese  i s s u e s  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  . s u p p o r t  

foV M c C a r t h y . "  ^ ^ W e a l  t h y  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  who
' r  • -

n e v e r  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  New Dea l ;  t e n d e d  tdP be p r o - M c C a r t h y .

T h i s  was shown by a s u r v e y  d o n e  i n  e a r l y  1 9 5 4 ^ o f  253 e x e c u t 

i v e s  w e r e  " w e l l  d i s p o s e d  t o  M c C a r t h y  up t o  t h e  ‘p o i n t  o f  .

|»is c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  army b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  an t i - Co mmu n i s m.  

and  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  New and F a i r  D e a l s .  

Among t h e s e  men ,  Mc Ca r th y  was m o s t  p o p u l a r  i n  C h i c a g o ,

c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Old R e p u b l i c a n  r i g h t ,  and i n  T e x a s ,  l o c a l e  
*

o f  an e c o n o m i c  "boom and new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  mi 11  i o n a i r e s  . “ "•

B u t , _ w h t l e  some e x e c u t i v e s  on Wal l  S t r e e t  Were w e l l - d i s p o s e d

t o w a r d  M c C a r t h y ,  he d r ew mo s t  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s  s u p i p o r t  f r om

Main S t r e e t .  In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n  w e r e  s t r o n g l y
1 1 2and c o n s i s t e n t l y  p r o - M c C a r t h y .  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t  

e c o n o m i c  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  wo u l d  n o t  -have s u p p o r t e d  Mc Ca r t hy  

he had  d e v e l o p e d  a l i b e r a l  .or p o p u l i s t  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m .
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They  s u p p o r t e d  h i m- because  he was a c o n s e r v a t i v e .

M c C a r t h y  a l s o  e n j o y e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r i g h t ' s ,
* • • t  m

p o l i t i c a l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e .  I n d e e d ,  " a  l a r g e  s e g m e n t  

o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  on M c C a r t h y ' s

s i d e  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  b a r r i c a d e s ,  and  a c o n s i d e r a t r l e
* 1 1'3number  p r o c l a i m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  h i s  a l l i e s . "  T h e i r  s u p p o r t

&
was m a n i f e s t e d  i n  many w a y s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  two c o n s e r v a t i v e

Ya l e  g r a d u a t e s ,  W i l l i a m  B u c k l e y  and  B r e n t  Bo z e l  1 a b l y

d e f e n d e d  M c C a r t h y ' s  re<w>rd i n  - f h e i r  book  M c C a r t h y  and  H i s  , ■

Enemi e s  w h i c h  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 5 4 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l

p r o m i n e n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s i g n e d  a p e t i t i o n  i n

* 1953 w h i c h  a c c u s e d  t h e  P r e s s  o f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  S e n a t o r  u n f a i r l y .

I n  J .954,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s i g n e d  a n o t h e r  p e t i t i o n
114p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  c e n s u r e  o f  J o e  M c C a r t h y .  T h u s ,  t h e  w e l l -

e d u c a t e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e l i t e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  M c C a r t h y .

Mc Ca r t hy  “ f e d  i n t o  an e x i s t i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  a t

t h e  e l i t e  l e v e l ,  w h i c h  was v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  on b o t h
115f o r e i g n  a n d  d o m e s t i c  q u e s t i o n s . "

A d m i t t e d l y ,  not-  a l l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s u p p o r t e d  M c C a r t h y .  

S o u t h e r n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  D e m o c r a t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w e r e  n o t  

p r o - M c C a r t h y .  The S o u t h  was s o l i d l y  D e m o c r a t i c ,  ma k i n g  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a R e p u b l i c a n  l i k e  Mc Ca r th y  t o  wi n  p o p u l a r  

s u p p o r t .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was a Roman C a t h o l i c  

d i d  n o t  e n d e a r ^ h i m  t o  m o s t  S o u t h e r n e r s . 11® In a d d i t i o n ,  

Mc Ca r th y  d i d  b e g i n  to. l o s e  some r i g h t - w i n g  s u p p o r t  a f t e r  h i s  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  army and  w i t h  E i s e n h o w e r . 1 1 ^ Y e t ,  

“mos t ,  o f  t h o s e  who m o b i l i z e d  b e h i n d  M c C a r th y  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l
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l e v e l  w e r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c i a n s  land. p u b l i c i s t s ,

b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  d i s c o n t e n t e d  w i t h

x v '  ' 1 1 8  New D e a l ,  w r t h  b u r e a u c r a c y , ,  a n d ^ w i t h  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c y . "

The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  Mc Ca r th y  was p a r t  o f ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  was

s u p p o r t e d  b y ,  an a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n
0  11 q

p a r t y  -  a f a c t i o n  c o n c e r n e d ^  a b o u t  Communism a n d  s u b v e r s i o n .

•Had he b e e n  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  a s i n c e r e  r i g h t - w i n g

R e p u b l i c a n ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  he wo u l d  h a v e  won t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y .

S e n a t o r  J o s e p h  Mc Ca r th y  was a d e d i c a t e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,

and  h i s  f a mo u s  a n t i - C o m m d n i s t  c r u s a d e  was a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  R

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s . -  Th o s e  w h a v c p n t e n d  t h a t  h i s  a n t i -
Y ' - i

Communism was b a s e d  on p o p u l i s m  o r  on a l u s t '  f o r  power

i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  v o t i n g  r e c o r d i n  t h e  S e n a t e  was

c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  M o r e o v e r ,  i f  Mc Ca r t hy  had  b e e n

a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  a r i g h t - w i n g  Repub-1 i c a n ,  he n e v e r  wou l d

have  r e c e i v e d  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  o f  A m e r i c a n  c o n s e r v -
?• .• '

• a t i v e s .  ^ . F i n a l l y  f r o m  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i t  c o u l d  be a r g u e d  

t h a t  h i  s ’ a n t i - c o m m d n i s t  c r u s a d e  was n o t  r e c k l e s s ,  u n p r i n c i p l 

ed  o r  a i m l e s s .  I t  was on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  f r o m  t he - c onse r va t i ve  view 
•

a t  l e a s t ,  a r e a s o n e d  and  c o n s i s t e n t  a t t a c k  pn p e o p l e  o r  . 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  s u s p e c t  l o y a l t y .  In  f a d t ,  McCar t hy  was
t v

o n l y  one  o f  s e v e r a l  r i g h t - w i n ^  p o l i t i c i a n s  t r y i n g  ’t o  

* d r a m a t i z e  t h e  Comrouni s t  . . p r ob l em.  ’ He j u s t  r e c e i v e d  moire 

' p u b l i c i t y  an d  a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s . .

9 r
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Conclusion

T h r o u g h o u t  A m e r i c a n , h i s t o r y  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t h o s e  who 

h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i d e a l  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  s h o u l d  be  p r o m o t e d  and  p r o t e c t e d .  

I n d e e d ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A m e r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i s m  h a s  h.een a

l o n g  ,and c o n t i n u o u s  f i g h t  f o r ^ f r e e d o m .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e
^  >

f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  f e a r i n g  t h a t

l i b e r t y  w a s . b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  g r o w i n g  t r e n d  o f  

e g a l i t a r i a n  d e m o c r a c y ,  c r e a t e d  a ^ o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  was 

d e s i g n e d  t o  c h e c k  - the  p o we r  o f  t h e  m a s s e s .  L a t e r  on 

l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s o u g h t  t o  p r o m o t e  a p h i l o s o p h y  

w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  u n r e s t r a i n e d  e c o n o m i c  f r e e d o m .  Then i n
t "

' t h e  1 9 3 0 l s mode rn  c o n s e r v a t i s m  e m e r ge d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  w h a t  i t  . 

saw a s  t h e  f r e e d o m - t h r e a t e n i n g  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  New D e a l .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

and t h e  mode rn  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  r e p r e s e n t  a p r o u d  and.  \ \ m p o r t a n t  

t r a d i t i o n  i n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y . -

One p e r s o n  .who was d e f i n i t e l y  p a h t  o ^  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n "  

was J o s e p h  M c C a r t h y ,  f o r  h i s  g o a l  was t o  p r o t e c t  t r a d i t i o n a l  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  f r e e d o m s ,  f o r g e d  by men l i k e  J oh n  Adams a n d .

W i l l i a m  Graham S um n e r ,  f r o m  t h e  menace  o f  Communi s t  i n f i l -•*

t r a t i o n .  T h i s  l o v e  o f  l i b e r t y ,  wh i ch  c a u s e d  him t o  r e j e c t  

Communi s t  t y r a n n y  a s  w e l l  a s  New Deal  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  made 

Mc Ca r t hy  .and o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 950 l s
V**

A

i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .

A d m i t t e d l y ,  Mc Ca r t hy  was crude^  and some o f  h i s  t a c t i c s

» *
/  —

/  • ' ' ■
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- w e r e  i n e x c u s a b l e .  But  i t  s h o u l d  be  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  he

was e s s e n t i a l l y . c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  v i e w  t h a t  l o y a l t y  r i s k s  had
*

b e e n  f o u n d  . i n  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y m e n t  and  t h a t  t h e  l o y a l t y

p r o g r a m  was t o o  l a x . '  I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  i n  M c C a r t h y ' s

d r i v e  t o .  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f e d e r a l  l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m ,  s o m e ^

i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e  s u f f e r e d .  Ye t  p e r h a p s  t h i s  'was a p r i c e

w h i c h  had  t o  be p a i d  i f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  was

, ;• t o  be c l e a n s e d  o f  C o m m u n i s t ' . a g e n t s . T h o s e  who d o u b t / f ' f i a t

s u c h  a s t r o n g  p r o g r a m  was n e c e s s a r y  s h o u l d  s t u d y  t h e

r  e x a m p l e  o f ' " B r i t a i n .  Un l i k e -  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h

g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  ha ve  a l o y a l t y  p r o g r a m  n o r  was t h e r e  a

B r i t i s h  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  J o e  M c C a r t h y .  As a r e s u l t  B r i t a i n

d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  “w i t c h - h u n t s "  - o r  " r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r "

whi qh  s u p p o s e d l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  A m e r i c a n  l i f e , i n  t h e  e a r l y

1 9 5 0 ' s .  In e x c h a n g e  h o w e v e r  Communi s t  s p i e s  l i k e  Dona l d

- M a c l e a n ,  Guy B u r g e s s ,  Kim P h i l b y  and  An t h o n y  B l u n t , ' t o  name

b u t  a f e w ; w e r e  a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  u n h i n d e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e

B V i t i s h  government  and hand o v e r  v i t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  t h e

S o v i e t  U n i o n .  Thus  , ’McCar t hy  may ha ve  t r a m p  1 ed on.v-some- 
’ % ' 1 

c i v i l  1 i b e r t i e S j  b u t  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  v i nd i c a t e  .hi  s r e s u l t ' s . :

■ T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t he *

c o n v e n t i o n a l  ; p i c t u r f  o f - M c C a r t h y , who i s  u s u a l l y  d e p i c t e d

as  a w i c k e d  c y n i c a l  f i e n d .  Yet  i t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t

>> t h a t . .  1 i b e r a l  - W ^ t o r i a n s  c r e a t e d  t h e  McCar t hy  m o n s t e r  f o r
/  '' 

d e f i n i t e  r e a s o n s .  In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e y  hope<^to d r aw

a t t e n t i o n  away f ro m t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  w e r e  dpp e d  by
• i . »“ ■

Communi s t s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1-9301 s and  1 9 4 0 ' s  and  a s  a' r e s u l t
S'T> '  . --v

*
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had unwi t t i n g l y  a d v a n c e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  S o v i e t  . i m p e r i a l  isin,. ^  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  l i b e r a l s  f i n d  t h e  m y t h i c a l  Mc C a r t h y  t o ' b e  an  f 

e x c e l l e n t  weapon  when t h e y  w e r e  a t t a c k e d  by c r i t i c s  on 

t h e  V i g h t . *  I n d e e d ,  f f  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  w a r n s  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  

o f  S o v i e t  e x p a n s i o n i s m  o r  r a i s e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d o m e s t i c  

Communi s t  s u b v e r s i o n ,  l i b e r a l s  w f l l  u s u a l l y  r a i s e  t h e  

s p e c t r e  o f  McCarthy-." T h e ' p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  t a c t i c  o f  ' c o u r s e

i s  t o  s m e a r  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t s  a s - w i t c h - h u n t i n g  b r u t e s  i n  t h e
\

mold o f  l i b e r a l  f a n t a s y .  T h u s ,  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  

t o  a i d  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  movement s  <» < ^ t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  

t h e  Mc Ca r t hy  myth  m u s t  be  l a i d . t o  r e s t  f o r e v e r .  I t  s h o u l d  

be u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t s  l i k e  Mc Ca r th y  wefre and 

s t i l l  a r e  p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e s i s t i n g  S o ^ f e t ' Y 

s l a v e r y .  Fi  na 11 y ^ C o n s e r v a t i  ve s  s h o u l d  s t o ’p f e e l i n g  g u i l t y  

. . a b o u t  Jo ' seph  McCar thy '  and  r e f l e c t  t h a t  " the s e r v e d  h i s  

c o u n t r y  i n f i n i t e l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  l e f t - w i n g  l i b e r a l  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who i n  t h e  name o f  *p r o t e c t i n g  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s ,  

wou ld  h a v e  a l l o w e d  p o s s i b l e  Communi s t  a g e n t s  t o  o p e r a t e
1 ’ v

f r e e l y  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t .  C e r t a i n l y  J o e  

Mc Ca r t hy  was an e x t r e m i s t ,  b u t  . in t h e  w o r ds  o f  "Barry 

G o l d w a t e r :  " E x t r e m i s m  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  l i b e r t y  i s  no v i c e ;

m o d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  j u s t i c e  i s  no v i r t u e . . - ^
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Ontario. He is

VITA AUCTORIS 
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