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) |ABSTRACT

o The rese rcher.in preparing’'the thesis, The
Refuree Hdme Soci ty, Its Oripin, Oneretion, And Results,
. 1851~ IBZ had three essential themes to investigate. The e '

-finet was to ascentain the exact 1ocation of the settlement

ené the nemes of its settlere. Secondly, due to the paucity - :

of available knowl dge regardlng its officiary and intentions

-a detailed investigetion .of these asvects of the Society was

deemed profitable. Thirdly, the Refugee Home Society has
redeived“perhaps the most-condemnetién of any of the

‘philanthropic lend schemes proposed and devised to aid the |

ngitive Negro in his transition and relocation from Southern o {
bondage to the status of freeman in British North America.

~The researcher felt 1trseemed somewhat 1ncomnatible that a

Soclety manned by tested abolitionists, and conceiVed as a' ' . '-!
'behQVOlent organizetien could heve degenerated to- such a . |
poor'state. Due to this incompatibility en extensive exam-’

inatLpn was undertaken to either corroborate, refute in

part, or refute in totelity, thie neaative enpraisal.

¥

Various works were available which. have already

dealt with this subject on a limited degree. . Among them -

were A. L. Murray's, Cenedian Anglo—American Anti-Slevery SR

Movemente, William end Jane Pease's, Black Utonia - Negro

Communal Experiments in?America, ‘and Bebin~W1nks, The Blacke f
\_( ’ ;

"o

1n Canade -~ A Hietory. Various contemourary eccounte such’ /



,ions and the atmosphere of the times.'
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as-Benjamin Drew's, A North Side View of Slavery, Laura‘

S. Haviland A Woman's Life Work LaboursJ ‘and Exner*ences,

Ww. N. Mitchell's The Underground Rail-Road and Samuel G.

Howa g, Refuyees From Slaverv In -Canada ﬂest, orovdded data
\

coanrning the Society s operations‘/ d success. Newspapers

.Such as the Voice of the Fugitive, The Provincial Freeman,

" The Esaex Record, and,various Detroit published editions .

such asﬁThe Detroit Free Press, The Christian Herald . and

The Triﬁnne also proved valuable in researching the condit-
~

[

Other contemporary accounts such as Florence Hay
Holland, ‘and Genevieve Allan Jones, two Negro ladies who
trace their ancestry to the original settlers of the rome,‘f

provided invaluable information of the settler ] lire,‘

: problems and education.'

-

.. The last major source of data avallable to the

researcher was the- records of, the deeds and plans registered

at the Essex Eounty Registry,Officeilocated in Uindsor.'-g o

These records providedxthe inrormation regarding the " cost

Land location of the purchases undertaken by the Soclety,

and thelir subsequent redistribution to its settlers.

s

ﬁ\..



) bﬂmmmw - :
I  BACKGROUND, ORGANIZATION AND  FORMULATION OF
THE CONSTITUTION LA A N N R R I A A N -
II FORMAL OPPOSITION 1852 - 185). .....I..........-
II1 LAND PURCHASES AND LAND DISTRIBUTION.....J....
IV THE OPPOSITION _OF 1857, THE QUESTION OF
~ BEGGING, AND_ “FINAL LAND DISTRIBUTION..........
V  CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, AND FRATERNAL ‘
- ORGANIZATIoNs..I-..I‘l'l.... IIIIII ..‘..'!I.l.l‘...
VI CONGLUSION ............ R
BIBLloGRAPIH 'J.l ...... *® & 5 & @0 ® 0 9 \. - * ® % 2 8 % 5" 8 s -
' P -
APPENDICES

Y.

'\ IHE REFUGEE HOME SOGIETY: ITS ORIGIN

OPERATIONS AND RESULTS, 1851 - 1876

TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPENDIX A: LAND PURCHASES IN THE TOWNSHIP. OF

J.'{AIDSTONE ---.---.---.n ..... -.coq‘--‘---.-o'.

APPENDIX B: RECORD OF LAND PURGHASES AND LAND

DISTRIBUTION BY THE REFUGEE HOME

SOCIETY TO ITS SETTLERS w&....,.......L..f

-

_A?PENDIX C: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REFUGEE HOME

i SOCIEIIYQ --------- _Q.‘.lt...‘..ll.Or.-.l‘.‘l‘tl‘

- " APPENDIX D: LIST OF SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND
| ' STUDENTS OF THE PUCE BAPTIST CHUECH 1880

VITA AU

. .
.

CTORIS ...... s T

125
155
166

173
\

am

181

191

oy

e



-

THE REFUGEE HOME SOCTETY: ITS CRIGIN

™

OPERATION AND RESULTS, 1851 -*1876

-
- . o ' i L

BACKGROUND , , ORGANIZATION AND FORMATTON

~ OF THE CONSTITUTION

Aécording‘ﬁo both William H, Pease and Jane H. Pease,

the co-authofs of_Biack Utovnia - Nerro Communal Experimenté“g‘

'in‘ﬂmefita, and Alexander Lovell Hur}ay in Canadian Anglo-

'American Aht1 Slavery Movement, the Refugee Home Soclety dated

 its genesis to a Negro convention held in Windsor in 186.
Iseac Rice, and a Negro Methodist oreacher T. Willis,
organized this initial effort and gathered support from

Lewis Tappan, Hamilton M111, (a friend of Hiram WilsopAat

A . 1
. Oberlin College) and philanthropists in Detroit.

*

From that convention, a large tract of land was
selectsd north of Amherﬂtburg, since soms Negroes had settled

there alrehdy, this land was purchased for $1.50 to $2.00 an

1 Alexander L..Murray, Canedisn An lo-American Anti-Slaver
Movements, University of ennsylvania,»unpublisheth.H.D.
thesis, Philadelphia: 1960.pp, h0o6-407 and -
Williem H. Pease and Jane H. Pease, "The Refugee Home
-Soclety, Factionalism on the Detroit Frontier", Chp, 6,

Black .Utopia-Negro:Gommmnal Experdmmts in Americsa, :
Wisqonsin Etate-ﬁisporical Soclety, Madison: 1933,'pp. 109-122
Both of these authers’ presented thig interpretation for the

- gendsis of the Refugee Home Society. This view was later
supported by Robin Winks .in his text, The Blacks in Canada

A History, pp. 204-208, co1, 1.

5
.

{
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acre, which became Mnown es the dtndwich Mission. The
T':Lssion s aim was to form a new Negro settlement provide
hoges, and cheep land for Negroes, Soliciting funds from
friends of the Negro in the United States and Englend ‘they
could provide care for the sick, the aged and the newly
arrived Tugitive, By 1851, Willis,'acting as egent for the
¥ission, purchased two thousand acres and reserved. 25 ecres
for a church’and.a school. An elective board of overseers’

Z

was to assist g boerd of trustees, anpointed by white ' )
backers from *ichiran, to guide and govern theehission 8
settlers. No settler was Dermitted to cut any timber from—
-his‘lend until the actual settlement had occurred, and
within 3 year of his down oayment, the farmer was obliged , ‘df
to cormence the improvement of his land. Another condition
of sale, reduired that as much of the road'that'pessed ty
his lot, wes to be kept clear. To enforce temperance, it“
was decreed gpet any nerson or versons bringing any 1iQuor,h(// "
ror the gurnose of selling or giving 1t away to the settlers,
would be renoved rollowing the rirst offense, fined for. the

of thekurustees, ir the offence was repeated a third time.

Stealmng, also was_punishable by gxpulsion. -

o
In an effort to maintain harmonious relations among
the settlers, it was further resolved that no- settler was

o bring ‘court action egainst a felloy settler,without first

-



submitting his dispute to the trustees for arbitration.

This action, it.wes felt, would keep acrimpnious cormmnity

‘disputee from being_eire& in public.

Al

The Sandwich Iission met with little success and

,with the passage of the. Fugitive Slave Bill in Sentember'

-

1850, further orranized action on behalf of Negro refubeee

and settlers, seemed necessary.

*

In November 1850, a‘new convention celled -at

=Sendwich deoided to organize a Benevolent Associet*on to o

- undertake the purchase of 30,000 acres ‘of land for resale

.
-

. to Negroes S0 thet they might becdme owners of the soil'
'the most - eertein road to independence. and self- elevation.

:Two-bhirds QI the income from such sales was to be invested

In more land, one-thlird for. the educat*on ol the settlers,

;and xheir children, and the lots were not to exceed 26 ~——

'7acres. These pecuniary meesures;were.thOgght to Insure

- .n '- .
that the scheme would self-perpetuate itself.

Many leaders of‘thE‘Nefrb-eeuee, along the Detroit-
Windsor rrontier sunnorted this new project. Llsted among

these supborters were Iseaac Rice and Hiram w1lson, both of

_ whom had been nrominent figures In the formation of the

Sanfwich.Mission. Josiah Henson o ouﬁedrug tive, end

former Arrican Hethodist Episcooal Dreacher for the

: Colchester‘circuit, and patrlarch of the Dawn Institute,

T
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was chosen President, while, Henry Bibb the Negro editorlof
the Voice of tHe Furitive newananer based in Sandwich -

becamc ‘the Fecording Secretary.‘ Deeoite this evident
enthusiasm-and earer dupnort' initially, this olan also
failed for according to Mupray, "the leadershin was weak
and distracted. Rice w;e’ill, and Wilson . was warning his
fritnd H11l off the entervrise." 2 In any event,'the -

Sandwich project was swallowed up by a larger one in 1852,
» . .

This new pbojectvhed its origin om 21 May, 185;,“
wWwhen a new grdup of anti-slavery veoole met in Farmington,
and frof 1t emerged two distinct grouvs. The larger one
based in Fichigan, .but primarily in the vicinity of Detroit,
called itself the pefugee Home Society, and the earlier
Sandwich fission’ group called 1tself the Fugitives Unioo
Society. 3 This convention also authorized Henry Bibb, the
“everend Charles Curtis Foote and the Reverend A. N.

YéConoughey to draw up a constitution.

Prior to this meeting in May,.ﬁenry Bibb, through
his newspaper, The Voice of the Fugitive, which was 1ater to

.- become the official.orpan of the Society until its- demise in
3
December 1852, had written ' numerous cohments regarding the.

various Droposals the Refugee Home Society was contemplating

2 Alexander L. ‘urray, danadian Anglo-Amerlcan Anti-Slavery
onementr p. LLO7.
3 The Voice of the Fugitive, Vol. II No. h, 12 Feb., 1852, p. 1 Col 1.

Bibb, besides be*ng active in various organized anti-slavery
activities such as the Windsor Anti-Slavery and Refugee Homs-
Societies, also provided immediate aim to destitute refugees -
in the form of clothing and food. . His' wife, Mary an equally - S
ardent anti-slavery activist opened a school fpr Negro e SRS

children. -
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_1n'its formhlation of afconstitution.; In Ihrch 1851 he'
.proposed collecting WhQ 000 which would secure a land ’

' -purchase of 20 ‘000 acros for land valued at $2.00 an,acre.
He also proposed that the Elgin Association s scheme Of
selling stocks to fund the Durchase, should be emulated

He deduced that either hOOO shares at $10 a share. or 8000
shares at $5 a share would be equally satisfactory in
raising the required capital - For him, the entire sdm was
not necessary for as soon as sufficient monies were, raised

to suffice a doun payment, then land should be obta*ned

forthright s0 refugees could beéln immediate settlement. b

.
' Foreseeing that neither ons block that size, was
still avallable in- the Essex County reg?on, nor that'could
they delay initial purchases until sufficfent funds ,could be
collected for a down payment on such a tract of land he
advocated purchases ‘wherever land could be obtsined rebard-
less of whether ‘the. settlements would form a contiguous
area or not. Deeds. were to be secured to wives and children,
and held In trust by proner Dersons for the benefit of the

‘ people snd the land was' to be sold to the sett'lers at cost

tibb also proposed certsin conditions which- were
geared t prOmote education, morality, and industrial habits.
Among these were sttpulations that oneathird of all money
collected wouid be transferred to the estsblishment of

o

T e,

4 Op. Cit., Vol. I, No. 7, 26 March,

.Y -

P . .
'1851, p; 2, gb1
N )

f" ;:_ "
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schools, supplles, and teachers'! salaries° all settlers
who did not practice temnerance would be automatically
reJected as potential settlers. Bibb was emnhatic about N
“the nractice of ahstinence fron sniritous beverages because
. he ‘felt that. foney tould be utilized much better in clothing,
'food and 1and pqychases. -For an examnle he referred to . -one
. Nerro whose "liquor bill had never been less than rifty cents
a week for fifteen consecutive years, at the end of that .f

tine, his ramily was surfering, he was now an old man with

no house, and not a svngle acre to show for his labours.
A

Kl

eIn May 1851, he prooosed granting five acres to each
settler free of ¢cost with an option to purchase the ad joln-
ing tnentj acres. In June 1851, he reported that his

pronosals. had received the suonort of two nrominent New

N [}

York citizens, Lewis Tappan, of the American Foreign Anti-

_ Slavery Soc*ety, and of the American Hissionary Association,
and a Professor. Allen, a Hegro proressor of the New York
Central College. - Besides, sending ten dollars for the

]

vurchase of one share of the Society‘s stock, Professor
.Allen also sent the following letter.' '
. "The nurchasing of 20,000 acres of land A
in Canada .for the fugiti\res to -settle upon e
1s worthy of you.. The manner in which you o
Provose to ralse the money also 1s such that .
no, one yill object to. see. 5 | -

5 Ibid.," VoIT I, No. 22, 1 June,. 1851, p. 1, Col. 1.

o
A

woo-
s
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. Brent the Treaeurer.

- .home and aebroad.

B

~ Encouraging news._also was reperted from the

- Convention of;ﬁhe Friends of Humanity in Michlgan, which

1

bledged to raiss funds for the‘enterprise, by efforts at

Despite this proposed sunoort the treasury renort of
July showed only a sum of two hundred forty-six dollars
either paid tn actual s@sh-ror in pledges. Ribb's despalr

was evident by his comnlaint that, "Desvite numerous

advertisements recruitment was stil1l slow." 6 A month and

"half Tater, conditions were still 8s gloomy for = total of
just $337 was reported. It was also decided to place these
finds in bahks so the interest could be utilized to purchase
further land from time to time, as sufficient capital
accumulated. The August 13 edition, also reno"ted other

ma jor resolutions. Initially, it was reeolved that the

_ Soclety would exist only S0 long =as elever& existed In the

o \-...

United States. Secondly, it published the Officers and Board

of Truet of both organﬁzetions. The Detroit group listed its

It

President asg Nathan Stone of Detroit A L. Power- of

Farmington, was the Vice-Presiant; Horace Hallock of Detroit,

J*fthecﬂreasurer;‘and‘E."P. Benham of Farmington, the Secretary.

The Canadian group 1isted Joeiah Henson of Dawn, as
:its- President George Williams of Sandwich, the Vice-*
President, Henry Bibb of- Sandwich the Secretary, and Henry

n
.,

AL

© -6 Ibld., V1, I, No. 1, 2'July) 1851; p. 2., col. 1.

\ . . oo Lo
s . . N~k s

W

e



AN | h . S e g
Last and probably the most important because of the
Daucitv of the funds, wh’ch had been heretofore collented _
it was resolved to send afents out to collect funds outright.
In other words, it was decided to "beg" funds in the Society 8
name for the fugitives seeking asylum,ﬁand relocation in
Cenade. It appears that the Reverend Charles C. Foote wa3l.
the only agent cormigsioned at-tgsbwtime. His base of -
‘ooerations was to-be New York and New Enpland The wisdom |

" of ‘such a procedure In terms. of gjnancial success wag readily
evioent in Foote's iniglsl report from New York which
aopeared ir the 8 October 1851 issue. TIn ;t, $1,083.39 cash
and $48l.75 in ‘pledges was recorded. This sum of $1,578.14, i
collected 1n one month, waes nesrly five times more than had
been able to be collected in the previous six months.
Capitalizing on this new prospverity, in November it was
decided to send S. T. Judson, S W. Pierson, and E. M, K.
Glenn to finish c¢ollection work in New York thus freeing y
Foote to devote his entire efforts in New England. ‘Others
commissioned were; James Bin to.Illinois; E, P. Benham and
the Reverend A. N, chonoughey to Ohio, Further evidence
of financial succgss was provided by the reports of these. *
arents.  Foote'ls second-reoort in December, listed another
$300, while Benham revorted 3538 3l either through cash or
'pledges.
. q-

- ' .

This pecuniary success ‘Was not without some degree

-

‘of cost, however."Besides the financial situation ‘of Foote's



9

- Décember report,"it elso cortained neys'of his«wife being on

her death bed. Although unknéwn to*the officers at the time

another costly situation which .this begging system would

éreate; wes a cohstant source of.opposition directed at both

the systeﬁnggzzzﬁg;g\;i‘its agents,‘accompanied by a tirade

—~

cause publié\opinion, which

efforts, to switeh allegiance t

S of accusati}ns o' dishone !y and corruption. This would
’ -~

&d previously supported their

e opposition camp.

Nevertheless, undaunted shd encouraged by the ready

cash which was quickly filling the treasury, Bibb reported -

-the'Soéiefy's first purchase. George 5;5? and Henry Bibh,

 amort
{—s’\'t
-

ng as trustees for the Canadian group purchased "200

acres from Lucy Denise Bouchette",7'whibh was recorded in

. .
' the Essex County Registry Office on 8 July, 1852. This tract

Bibb described ‘it as a:

»

Beautiful tract or unimproved Canada
Land, 25 acre lots, stoeked with good market-
able timber, and that wood will command a .
liberal price on the lang if chopped and

.corded at a price of 50¢ a cord ...(we)..."

also contracted another piece, need money to N
purchase ...(The land was}.:, located in g
Sandwich Township, near the Detroit market,¥

Further evidence of the value of this land, wags

Provided by Mathan Stone, the President of the Detroit

‘organization. Stone aloﬁg with & committee of competent men,

among which were two practical. farmery, followiné an  invitation

from Henry Bibb, ;nspected'thezgand and presented the

7 Sandwich - East Cony Book B, Instrumgnt Number 392.

8 The Volce of the Fugitive, Vol. I, No. 2, 19 November, 1851,
P. 24 Col. 3. ‘ - e
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following revort: .- » \

+ "... a tract of ‘rich and productive land
valned at.$3 per acre. The land is clay
s0il, covered with the best of timber, such
as oak, black walnut, hickory, bass wood,
beech maple, and elm, .. . black ash, and
occasidnally” white maple . . . fire wooed . ..
cut and corded om the ground is worth 38¢ per
cord and $2.50 per cord at Windsor,.7 or

- miles away. An aere of this wood, if cut into"
cord wood, would make about sixty cords (60 x -
38¢ - $22.80) almost ten times the original

~ T

price. The country has gentle undulations . . .. . ....

and not much running water, but is obtained by
digging seven to ten feet . ., . Some farms In .
the same vicinity that were partly improved =~
could be had for $6 and $7 an acre. . ." 9

Ye added, ¥ o o }
T ' ' e
- + « I have been particular in giving a '
.description of this part of Canada, that the : - - ,

contributors to the society in. the east and

west may be assured that what they donate will .

be anplied to a good and available purpose.” 10
The purchase had éést 610 dollars and at 25 acres per lot
would, settle eight families. Bibb vrovosed that this first .
tract'be distributed to the settlers by graﬁt;ng to thém o
free, the Pirst five acres. The tweﬁty ad joining acres,
though sold at cost, would:require a. ten dollars down payment.
The bélaﬁ;; would be paid -interest free, 1ﬁ six equal annugl
instalments. ﬁs the settlers repaid the galance; one-third
of this money would be resérved'for'éducgtion and two-thirds

¥ -5

réﬁé;ted,to.further land vurchases.

Support for both this purchase, and for his ideas,
' *

9 Op. Cit., Vol. I, No. 24, 19 Nov., 1851, p. 1. Gol. 3.
10 Op. Cit., Vel.'I, No. 24, 19 Nov., 1851, p. 1. Col. 3.
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came from Reverend Samuel Ringgold Ward, who was under a

commission from the Canadian Anti -Slavery Society. His duties

Included delivering frequent lectures whlle touvring through-
out Canade iIn an erfort to educate public onirion as to the

-function of his group. Whenever nossible he collected funds

to support: the Society s work. During the normal discharre

- of these duties; Ward also volunteered to act as egent for

The Voice of the Fﬁgitive, the officizal orran of the Refugee

Home Societj.' Further, he complimented Bibb'on the purchase
of the land and added two advantages ‘of settlement 4n Hssex
County that were not avallable in the rest of Caneada West.

He believed these advantages to be that, -+ - Yours is the

warmest portion of our,. goodly orovirce, and you are nesr to

]

good markets." 11

To avoid confusion later, it seems wise to point out

that at this time both Bibb and Wand were pf like mind and

.-

their relationshin was cordial and harmonious This saQeness
of opinlon was evident’ even in the question of berging.

Both men were anti-begging, Ward stated this ovinion clearly,

"There is no suffering here among this
claSs. Every. one. heré who is willing to work,
can live, and ITve well, without begging., . .
Mow 1if even we expect to commend the resvect
of men, we must be_ something more than beggars " 12

. Bibb not only accented this 1nternretetion but he seconded

it by reiterating, L Selfrhelp‘ie now ‘becoming the

watch-word among the refugeesﬂin Canada.” 13

/

11 Ibid., Vol. 2, No. 6, 11 ¥arch, 1852, p. 2, Col. k.’

12 Ibid., Vol. 2, No.- h, 12 Feb., 1852, o. 2, Col. 4

‘13 Ibid., Vol. 2, No. h, 12 Feb.,-1852, o. 2, Gol. 4. ' *

’ -
. »n
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.o i
Lest these opinions seem contradictory with their condoning ‘\
of suoplying the treasury by begging, It must be remembered '
that being pragmatists they had long since realized the
stock system would not produce the required caoital quickly o
enouc consequently it was abandoned They also realized
thats the refugees eecaoinr into Canada came destitute of all
save the clothes on their backs. These fugitives would
require immediate help. The selling of land stocks could
‘not orovide this aid for any excess. caoital which would be
preoduced by settlers malkinr time oarments on their land
would be required to satisfy the interest on these stocks.
pesides some benevolent organization, what other individual
or :rouo of individuals would sacrifice their time, energy,
end resources to Drov1de these needy fUnctions° Beyond
emnloying the begring system to fund the initial land -
purchase, and to supply the immediete needs of'the fupitives,

neither man would acquiesce any further on the subject. BEGh

’ During\these‘exchanges of corresnondence between 4
Bibb and Werd, the Society met once egain.. This convention
was held at Farmington; 29 Jenuerq,iIBSZ;‘}The election of .
officédrs resolted in Nethan Stone being once again returned
to the President's position. A, L, .?ower and E. B, uenhamgl
retained their oos*tiors of Vice President and Secretary, ..
3 respectively A new office of Corresponding Secretary was

‘created andﬂMary E. Bibb, Henry's wife, assumed that

* .
1



o

-business to the public.

o a*‘..

] responsibility. William Dolason and Elisha Vangant of

of
Detroit Devid Hotchkiss’ Amherstburg,,and Henry Bibb and

Coleman Freeman of Windsor Canada West were apnointed to

the Executive Committee, Henry Bibb and Eaishe Vangant also

" were annointed to the Board of Trust. s o -

i
o~

Whether Bibb's group oresented a draft of their
uroposed consbitution is not known, but that Convention 414 °

appoi_nt 8 new, committee to draft another constitution and

-its by-laws. Further resolutions eooointed J.F, Dolbeare

e T

and Henry Bibb téivisit the West to. collect funds; the

Exedutive Committes was entrusted to 'erect a school -neeting

house and cemetery ee\soon as possible on lots to be reserved

for that puroose- and The Voice of the FuritiVe was acclelmed

. to serve as the- officiel.organ to renort the Society 5

bl

-~ -

On the. 12 February 1852 Bibb oﬂblished the first -

constitution. (Since the whole constitu*ion is printed in N
Appendix C, this discussion will concern itself with oniy the
highlights ) Some points which would\govern the Society are

printed in 1ts preamble. L >

"}.. . whereee it 1s- eUpposed that/there, at

the present time, between thirty-rive and forty
thousand refugee slaves in Canada, ‘'whose nuimber .
has been constantly increesing since the passage

of -the Fugitive Slave Bi1l. .

And whereas, on thelr arrival, they find
.themselves in a strange land, uneduceted

.)'
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‘poverty stricken, without homes, or any
permanent means of s€lf-support, however willing
they may be to work, with no. 1and to work upon;
and the sad story. of the numerous fugitives who ‘
"have been dragped back o perpetual slavery:
by the strong arm of tﬁ%iih‘iigan Government, 1s
£a sufficlent proof that there™is no protection
for the slave this side of the Canadian line. J .
.The only vrotection for their liberty on the PO
. American Continent 1s emphatically unden the e
shadow of the British throne. !

{‘\'.L‘

In view of the ahove'facts, the friends of
humanity in Michigan, in M4y 1851, organized a-
society which has™findertaken the purchase of

- . 50,000 acres of farming land, in Canada, on which
to settle refugess from slavery .

This soclety would therefore represent to
the refugees from Southern slavery, who are now
in Canada destitute of homes, or who may be here-
after come, .being desirous of building themselves
up in Canadas, on an agricultural basis, and who
do not buy, sell or use intoxicating drinks as a
beverapge shall, by making proper application to
this soclety, and complying with its constitution .
and by laws, be put into 'possession of 25 acres
of ferning land, and their children shall pnjoy
the .blessings of education perpetually. v . 1h

-
b

Following this preamble the'constitution listed' 19
articles, and 8 by-laws with which the Soclety's land ellot-
ments wefe to be governed. To protect against aéﬁuaI'fraud
by Society members, or possible acéﬁsatioﬁs by‘outsidérs,
an @ntricate system of checks was résolvea; All money was
to be deposited In the First Savings Bank of~DetroiF, and hb
money could, be withdrawn without the writﬁen.bonsen%'éf at

least three ‘members of the Executive CommitteeL'ZThe treasurer

and all agents had to supply reports at least once monthly

14 Ibid., Vol. II, No. l, 12 Feb. 1852, p. 1, Col. I..

-
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R which were to be duly Drinted through the Society s organ.

These statements were then counterchecked by an Annual

i ___,__v

-

Report presented by the Executive Committee.

‘To ensure future Security of these fugitive families,
no land could be so0ld or transferred to any one but actual
heirs, husbands, iives, or children. Any violation of this
article would result in the land reverting back to the

Soeiety. The violator, however, would receive compenssation

that the Executive Committee would de%i;e his improvements

' were worth., Further security {or the s ttlers' children

1

\-through educational facilities, would be provided where-

ever a settlement reached the size of six’ families. One
—_ third of all-money vaid by settlers, wes to be allocated

for the support of these¢schools.

. . v

- The cohst}tution also made provisions for widous,‘men
with femilies, the aged, or. the infirm to receive more than
thé usual five acre§ free of charge. No one was allowed -

"more than 25 acres, while only landless fugitives from

gmeriean slavery were eligible to join the Home. Settlers
could not clear or cut timber from any land excent the fivel
acres uhich had been grented gratis. It was felt that this
would stop anyone from . cutting dbwn all the valuable timber,
and’ then simply ebandoning the land. Since the ‘ad joining

twenty acres could not be cleared until the” down payment had

-

been made, then it would behoove the ssttler to clear the i

first five acres before his two year time 1imit This industry
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woli1d enable him to save enough to make the down oayment on’
the adJoining lot. Once the adjecent twenty acres, had ‘been -
contracted then the balance would be redressed by eight

equal annual instsllments T o auu‘;{

Idess oould be borrOWed from sister: colonies such as
Buxton under the directorshio of Reverend William King, the
~Sandwich *ission, and the Dawn Institute supervised by
Josiah Henson and John Scoble squire, a British Quaker
nissionsry. These borrowed concepts included- the sSettling
of disoutes by an arbitretion board whose decision was bind-
ing; homes could contain’ no less than two rooms; the

or

chimeéys could not be og wcod or clay but brick. or stone- .
‘and any deliberate violation or the articles of the

constitution would result in expulsion following the third
offence Any compensation for the expelled would be at the
discretion of the Executive Committee. To protect against
unforeseen circtmstances, future amendments or . alteretions

were possible wnder Article 19. The only requisite for this

oontinrency was the- eoorov&l of two-~thirds of the membership.

\ v

The original gosl was inoreased from 20,000 acres -
and $ho, 000 to 50, OOO acres and $160 ,000, and the proposed
constitution oresented contained four novel resolutions
These slterstions would be a Td%ure source of opoosition and
factionalism. The reduction of land cleerance time on the

- initial five acres from thrse Yeoars to two; the reversion

1
~

.

-

-
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’ T - .7
'clause concerning the sale or’transrerral or land only to
heirs or to nembers of the imnediate family the alteration
and amendment clause; and the exclasf?bness of eliribility

open only to actual refugees from southern sleverz, would

orovide the . 1mpetus for 'future oprosition. These criticisms

initiatbd by Reverend Ward and Iary Ann Sheadd, would peruce~

the acrimonious relationships which marked the hostiltty

Y

between the two grouns henceforth.

I
IronicalIy, Ward conbratulated 31bh for-his effort,
"I very much like the constitution of your Refurbe Yome
Society . . . and we shall need no other or no better

argument against colonization S 15
\
Although a neeting held in Detroit 5 May, 1852,

.failed to oroduce any concrete revisions of the constitution
1t daid adopt a resulution calling for another meeting in
August, &nd added the names of hathan Power,.H. L. - Power,
Robert Garner, c. C,. Foote, and George Cary to the Boar 'of

Trust, while Elisha Vangant was dropped. ’ AN

Ehe‘Pgrst Presbyterian Church of Detro*t, on 25
-”August 1852 wds the‘site 61 the next convention. t"Jﬂl'_t‘te:r-
several amendments and a full and lengthy discussion by Rev,
- c.C. Foote, Rev., S, R Ward, Rev. S. A. Baker, Rev. A. M.
McConoughey,‘Henry Bibb, H. Hallock, and others," 16 ,

' | i
15 Ibid,, Vol. II, No. 6, 19 Nov., 1851, P. 2, Col. .
16 Ibid.; Vol. II, No. 19, 9 Sept.,. 1852, P. 1, Col. 2.
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numher of revisions were adopted; Of these, a time limit

was offlicially imposed on the Society s existence tb lest

only until slaver; continued in the United States. With

- the cessation of that institution, the Society would then
Cn

aonroeriste glianonertv In its possession at the time, for o

educat*onel purnoses among, the refugees. ReaLizing the

imorobabilitv that the newly arrived fugitives could both

"eke out a mearre subsistence and save sufficient'capital

"\

to sccumulate a down nsjment from the initisl five acres,

L=

three sltere+ions were sdooted which would create more

favoursble conoitions for the settler. The ten.oercent down

payment was eliminated-and the annual payments were reduced

by stretchinp the repayment neriod from eight to nine years.

The clearance time allowed for the first five acres was

returned to three years from two. .To insure egainst i'h‘ ™

'C

irresoonsible tenants and to further encourage industr#, ";._?F

=t

TR R

the settler could still net cut any timber on the’ adjoining

. twenfy acres until he had made his first payment on -the land

N Grester
forth any’ funds

equally between

oL the previous

(priority ﬁas nlaced on educatlon for hence-

collected from the settlers would be divided

education and further land nurcheSesv instead _um:QL—

a -

ratio of one to two. : '

Probably due to the opposition agiteted by Mr. Ward

and Miss Shadd on the non-transferral or sale clause, their

position on_thst”point softened.and adopted-e,safegusrd-
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much akin to the ten year: non-alienation clause of the o

Buxton settlement. Now it became possible for the settler

Y
e

j
to sell or transfer his, land free of restr*ction, after

N -
the exoiration of® fifteen years after the vurchasge date.

One feirly innocuous revision uhfch was cpnstrued
to benefit the. settler, but which was later interpreteé as
yet another onerous condition imoosed upon the fugitive,
was that besides beinr at least the size of two rooms, the g

house had also had to be at leastten feet in height.
. : ‘ NV

-

'LFinally, as further orecautiona against charges of’
dishonesty and corruption, a unique office of Aaditor was
originated to check on the financial _affairs of the
Executive Connittee. While bank drafts now required the .
signatures‘ofhat"least six trustees from'the previous three.
'Judging-from these revisions; 1t appears clear that the
Soclety was a flexible organization attuned.to the. needslof

1ts settlers and not SO strinpent as to impose imnossible

‘conditions.

]

The* convention also proceeded to elect its orzicers
for the following -year. Of these, the Reverend H D. Kitchell
assumed the Presidential chair, Samuel M. Mead hecame the -
Vice-President, S. M. Holmes the Secretary, Henry Bibb the

Corresponding Secretary, Horace Hallock the Treasurer, while

S

BE. C. Walker Esquire assumed the new oosition of auditor.
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- Heverend S, A Baker, Reverend Henry polesﬁ Francis Raymond, - ‘

. Robert, Carner J. M. Diamond A. L. Power, Lewis Tappan,

Samel Zug, and George Cary comprised the Executive Council.

™

Z. P, Benham 17 J. F. Dolbeare, and Reverend Charles

. Curtis Foote were appointed agents Jor thg Soclety and were
5
commissioned to continue to collect funds. The convention "

also revorted a capital fund of 93 ,033.25, and that 12 T Y

worthy settlers had taken uv lots aqd had m&naged to~clear t

»

fifty acres. o ‘
L e _; g

4

3

b3

. Since the composition of the Executive Orficiary,
“,llisted anly the names of Henry Bibb and George Cary as '
;Canadianqpfficers, Winks contluded that, authority had now
shifted'to Detroit « Since both the morals &nd motives of

the Ssciety ‘members, would come wnder severe question and - 2

-y .

” :

criticism, and .since the knowledge concerning this group is’

80 meagre,rit now Seems prudent at this juhcture, Lo e,

. investigate their backgrounds. This investigation would -

o N S TN
) »'. ' ' ! N .- - '

17 ‘Peise, in Black Utopia, p. 112 states, " . < E. P,
Benham, later a Civil War zeneral, . . > but unfort-
undately-he does not provide source;fﬁiszTE statement.

The History of Oskland Cournty Michlgan, p. wlll, 4n ... SR
discussing the Military History of the Eighth Infdntry oo T

» of Michigan also refers ‘to a General Benham. . This Fource
however 1ists meither his initials nor the state ‘he..
originated from. Further investigation at the Burton - N
'Historical Collection. failed -£o unearth any General E, P.. = ™ )
Benham at any time from 1789 to 1903. 'Only ‘three soldiers - LT
whd shared the last name of Benham, also Shkared the first. . -
initial‘E. Nonb of these rose above . the Yank of Sargeaﬂb ™
and only one Elias P. came from Michigen. His rank. was.
. that’ of chief safidler (Record of Service of
Volunteers in the Civii War 18 3
The only General Banham was Henry Haehington H.W, and
'~ his rank rose to that -of Brigadier General. - (Historical

.Registér and Di%tionagz of the United Statea Army 1789~ 07T -
19031 Vol. ’,Il P 130 and . E! 2102 P ) J N P S
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: ascertain whether their convictions and_ 1ntents woul&
‘warrant the abuse ‘which was showered upon them.

-
v‘- [

-

2l

THE BACKGROUND OF THE MEMBERS OF THE REFUGEE :
© HOME SOCIETY

Collectively, Silas Farmer stated the, "Refugee Home
Society was organized.at Detroit, and officered by active
members of the Liberty Association, en organlzation pledged

to help elect. only Anti Slavery candidates." 18

)

Individually, Abraham Lapham - (A L.} Power of ’
Farmington, was a Quaker whose whole family was involvea in
the. Underground Railroad His brother Nathan, or Uncle
Nathan,‘as he was’ univeraally called, was the orinoipal B
conductor of the station in Oak}shd County. "Nathan Power
and hls brother A L Power, worked closely with Laura Smith
Haviland, the most dynamio Quaker Abolitionist in Michigan."19
In fact it was reported that Mra. Daniel Lepham, a sister-in-
law of these two anti—slavery activists, while\ visiting _
Henry Bibb'a office, " ¢ . in lBSh, saw Laura Haviland bring
g;into this place of Bibb aiﬁ slaves whom she had just assisted .

-, .\
. i~

to sscape n 20

n L.
-2 .
-

L]

. 18 Silas Farmer, The History of Detroit and Michi an or the
T tropolis Illnstrated 5 ol, I, A CEFOhOlOgical Eﬁcyclonediau

’-ﬂ, of' the City of etroit Past and Present, Silas Farmer and’
' Co.,. Detroit 1889, p. 7.

"19 Mrs. L111lan Avery Drake, - "Underground Railrced", Farmington
Wtterpriss, 30 May,-1924, p. 2, Underground Railroad File, -
FarEIﬁgtcn Public Library, Parmington, Michigan: 19?3 .

20 OE° Cit *s P 2.
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g Edwerd C Walker was a prominent Detroit lawyer and
elder of the Presbyterian Chnrdh In 1853, he was elected.
president of the Young. Men's Christian Association. 21 Being
a highly desirous position, it automgtically qualified him :
as a social lion while in 186l he became Secretary of the
Detroit City Total Abstinerice Society. He was reputed to

have been,

". . . an sble lawfir and ‘business man . , ,
expert on land titles and corporate law and
w&s a careful manager of estatas and property
. interests . . ., (a man) . . . whose activity
. &and success in moral, religious and’ educational
movermentsg . " 22

These qualities made him an ideal choice for Auditor.
-Reverend H., D. Kitchell was a Congregational minister and a
-long standing advocatist of the’ anti—slavery sentiment .
while Reverend 3. A, Baker, of whom even Ward begrudgingly
aclknowledged to be the, ". . . Editor oi the Wesleyan
.EVangelist, « + . and professional‘abolitionist.“ 23 So
highly regarded was Baker that iny 185u-1855,'he was elected
President, of the Michigan Conference of the Wesleyan_' b
Methodist Church. 2l -

1

LI

21 E. C. Walker Esq. President, Opening lLecture Before the.
Young Men's Christian Asscéeiation or

) 1 cklee and ) » & :10

22 Robert B. Ross, Early Bench -and Bar ‘of Detroit 1805-1850,

- Richard M, Joy and. . » P. 207.

23 Rev. Samuel R. Ward, Provincial Freeman, Vol. I, No. 1, 24
March 1853, p. 1. Ward printed his name as Hev. M. Baker,
'but records of the Wesleyan Methodist ministers show only
S. A. Baker among igs members, Col. 2.

-The error, therefore could either have been typographical )
or Ward, being in Canada, simply was not aware of his .
proper initials,

2L C. S, Rennells, Wesle-an Methodiat Church~- Histor- of the

Michigan Conferenoa‘l-
Jetrol

e
aly crte

C

10-19lf0, Detrolt Historical-Mkae%mﬂh*'

S5
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Reverend Charles C, Foote wds also a Congregational
minister, who became the first pastop of White Lake In either.
1845 or 18&6 ~ He kept this ministerial charge for seventeen

years preaching there once "in every two weeks. 25 Hig

L)

connection with the Underground Railrosad was established
when the following article«appeared In the Detroit Tribune:.

"The active members of this corporation which
never filed articles of assoclation, or
reported its paid-up capital, and yet comprised
hundreds of brave-hearted and God—fearing men .
* » o 8re fast passing away. We recall at the
moment of writing the names of Horace Hallock
William Lambert, the Rev. Sugply Chase, and
the Rev. C. C. Foote “ e 6 :

’

~ His leadership in the anti-slavery agitation was
pronounced when he was asked to deliver a short speech at

the founding of the Michigan Pepublican Party at Jackson, in o
18g). 27 i '

. -

One member of Foote's congregation at White Lake was
Robert Garner. After unsuccessful campaigns for the State
‘House of Legislature, and the State Senate on the Prohibition
Party ticket he became an abolitionist and later a Republican.
His name became synonymous with Underground Railroad .
activities and with the princioles of- temperance. Durant
assessed ‘that, He has always been a foe to sl;very and a

: strong advocate in favour of teatotalism’" 28

25 Samuel W, DurantT History of Oaklahll Count Michigan,
L. H, EVerts and Co,, Phiiadelphia'iﬁ??, p. 1088,

26 Detroit. ITribune, Vol.-15, No. 963, 17- January; 1886, p. 3, Col. 2,

27 George- Catlin, The Stor of Detrolt, Detroit News - .
Publisher, Detroit 1923, pp. 509- ;10 ‘ ’

\ 28 Samuel W. Durant, History of Oskland County: p? 190.,
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‘Horace Hallock, Francis Raymond Samuel Zug, and |
Silas M. Holmes were all Detroit business men. "In 1831,

Hallock and Raymond had formed a partnershipzin & dry goods

?  and furnishing store. Zug opPened a business across the
street." 29 Si1as M, Holmes was:invagyed,in various commercial
enterprises, thelmost prestigious being the ownership ‘of the
Detroit Advertiser newspaper. Both Zug and Holmes attended
the Renublicgn Conxention as delepates, and from this
conivention Holmes was nominated to seek the office of State

" Treasurer. The ensuing campalgn culminated witn a success-
ful election in 1855." “Their contribution to the Railroad |

was recorded by«Mrs. Haviland, "The principal men in Detroit

wuwaHorace Hallock, also Silas M, Holmes and Sarmel Zug.

These were men who could be relied upon " 30

. Of this business group, Horace Halloek was thefmoat
orominent. Following hié%jelocationfin Detroit in 1831, he
was almost immediately elected Elder of tha Fort Presbyterian

- Church. In 1832, he was a leading meMber of the First
. Temperance Soclety . of Detroit; 3} while f'ive years later he
joined the ‘ichigan Anti ~Slavery Society and the- rollowing '

year he was aopointed Treasurer. In 1815, ‘he was elected

29 C. M, Burton, Metroit in 1849", Burton Scrap Book Vol L2,
' p. 107. o
30 Charles E. Barnes, "Battle Creek as a Station on the .
Underground Railway", Historic Michigan Vol. L, George M. '
Fuller editor, National Historic Association Inc., -
Washington:192k, p. 507.
.31 Friend Palmer, "Horace Hallock Another Citizen who Lived

Here in 1837" Friend ®almer Scrap Book Vol. » PP. 137-
l38i Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Publie Library.

¢
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President of. the Liberty Association and two years lat r,ran

-unsuccessfully, for Lieutenant GOVernor of Michigan under

the banner of the National Abolition Party. Aside from his
duties as Treasurer for the Refugee Home Society, during the .
1860ts he also served as a Vice- President of the American

Missionary Association.

Eiamining the groqp 85 a whole, ib can be concluded

that-its EOmbosition ﬁas'multi-denominational and rmlti-

,vocational, drawing iss nembershiu from agriculture, business, -

polities, and the clergy. A more impressive array of officers
would be difficult to assemble by any orgenization. Besides:

their stature ;n society,-all members vere €irmly committed -

~

'to the anti-slavery sentiment and- were not hesitant td'

partiéipata actively 1n imolementing their beliefs. To attest
the strengfb of their convietions, and to the courageousness
of their activities, it should be established that they were
jeopardizing themselves, their families, and their secure

social clreumstances, because the Fugitive Slave B111 made

4 illegal to harbour or aid any fugitive in flight to Canada.

;:This iaw was invoked and enforced often as, bsny Quakers

/e
were imprisoned or fined heavilv for concealing them in their

i

‘homes " 32 The author also DrOceeds to correct an often

accepted misconception'

"Contrary to popular myth, most northerners
did not espouse anti-slavery views; in fact

abolitionists were stoned\and harassed In - -

-32 Carol Davidson, “Farmington Quakers Shelter Slaves" . oo

Farmington Observer, 22 Jily, 1970, Farmington History
File, Farmington Eblic Library, Farmington, Michigan, Pe 1l

L . S



Michigan before 1861. Quakers were ridiculed
by their neighbours as 'Negrolovers' and- their
comnunities called 'Negrodens'." 33

To auooort this point, the exemole of Erastus Hussey

is cited, In 18&0 he, " . . was the chief conductor of the

[y

Battle Creek section of the Undergrouhd Railroad e « « iIn

8L, he wag active as leader of the Liberty Party, an

LIS BTN

abolitionist paoer and organ of che Free Soll Party L

. His orinting press was smashed and his offilce burned by pro-

slavery.incendiaries in Battle Creek.

To corroborate Miss Davidson s, contentions regardiné-
the unoopulerity of the egti slavery activities the
”ichigan Conference 01 the' Methodist Poiscooal Church in.
1838, ". . . passed a resolution condemning the ebolition
movement, and those in authority Were . . . acting with stern
measures. .'. no "doubt because many of 1ts members and even
ministers owned slaves,fl35 In 1841, when the Wesleyen
Connection severed ties-with the established Chdrch, one of
‘the maJor reasons listed for the split was that they belleved:

"Slavery under all circumstances to be a
heinous sin against God, and" therefore 4
could not conscientously remain in fellow-
shlp with a church in which so h rrible a
- erime was practiced by many of i1ty members .
and ministers, declared to be not a moral
evil by whole conferences. of 1ts vreachers,
and openly connived at and virtually
sanctioned, by its General Confergnce, ‘the
. . source of authority and’ power, .
33 Op. Cit., p. 1. : . ‘ s
3L Ibid., p..2. ‘ ' ' CL
35 C. S. Rennells, Wesleyan Mothod1ist Church - A Histogx of
".the Michigan Conference 1 0=1940, p. 31.
36 Doctrines and Discivlines of the Wesleyan Methodist Church
Ann Arbor, e




-

‘ T
1 ) e Nl Py 3 B b bk s Lk o 02  V

These various abolitionist groups hHowever, were
usually individualistic in nature. snd lacked cohesion. In

1842, the ex-slave Hen}y Bibb arrived at Detrolt and
‘ . - . _ T '
Immedietely assumed the rdle of liaison between these groups.

"Tn lshh and 18&5, he leztured in Michigan under the

ausplces of the-ﬁ;befty Party, promoting anti-slavery .. .
candidgtes'and'é;pressing the eviléﬂof'slavery.“ 3lee also
urged éll who were- of the anti-slavery persuasion to‘aid;"
the'Americaé Missionary Asgociation's.efforts to distndbute -
coples of the ﬁoly“écriptufés among the slave population.in"

the South. During these travels and Iectures, Bibb began to'

R -

believe that:
- "The future of the people of colour in Canada
depended upon getting them settled on the land
and his mind turned to the vossibilities of
~establishing a distinctly Negro colony or land
that might be secured as a grant from the
Canadian government or if necessary, purchased
from the government. . ¢" 38 - -

With Bibb's urging and with the passage of the -Fugitive
 Slave B111, the following snnouncement appeared in various
" Michigan newspapers:

"A Call to the Friends of Humanity In Michigan -
Friends of the Anti-Slavery Cause, . '
) ~  We propose.to'meet . . . in convention . .-.

. to consider the moral, social, and pecuniary
.condition of the coloured population of
‘Canada West, whom the nation has driven there,

L

-

37 Silas Farmer, The History of Detroit and Michiman, p. 3lli.
38 Dr. Fred Landon, "Henry Bibb - A Colonizer", Journal of
Negro History Vol. I, October, 1520, p. 1138

4
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by stringent and..inhuman -laws, and devise
means for their elevation and self-suvport,

- As a people they are afflicted, degraged,
and "ovppressed; and as we, the law makers of
the United States, have been the chief authors '
of their poverty and degradation, christianity,
humanity, and justice thereof, require ‘hat -we
should extend to.them the helping hand in their
Struggle to establish homes among strangers,
whose laws protect them from the grasp of the
American slave-hunters, . ." 39

Fron thi§'meeting and the ones thereafter, the

Refucee Home Society was the vehicle which they ‘devised to

implement their goals. '

- .
39 Michigan Christien Herald, Vol. X, No. 20, 15 May, 1851, p. 3, °
col. 3- : ) .

L
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| IHE REFUGEE HOME SOCTETY: ITS ORIGIN
OFERATION AND RESULTS, 1851 - 1876 - N

CHAPTER IT

FORMAL OPPOSITION 1852 - 183l A

It annears evident that the first Negro snokesman
against the Refugee Home Society, was' lary Ann Shadd. In
.1852, she oublished a booklet entitled 4 Plea For
Immigration OR Notes‘of Canada West, In its voral Social,'

and Political Asnect . _JFon the Information of Coloured

Immigration, in which she criticized settlement scheres in
general on two cquitions.! She opposed: ", . .the'individ_

- ual supervision»of:resident agenfs, and=thé premium indirect-
ly offered -for good behavidur," 40 gng because of the begging
‘that would be involved. To.support this point she quoted,
"We arem{ggglmenl they say who édvocafe indevendent effort,

= + obY our 1nd1vidua1‘efforts, to attain a resbectable
position,. . .as poor as we are, and we do not want agents

to beg for us." b1

ho Mary Ann Shadd, Plea For Immis ration OR Notes of Canada

. West, In its Moral Social, and Foljtical Aspect.

) For the Information of Coloured Innj~ration, Geo. W
Pattison, Detroit: 1852, Mary Arn Shadd Papers, National
Archives, Ottawa, Canada, p. 2.

41 Op. Cit ., p. 2.
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Her criticisms soecificelly aoolicable to the Society
were that. becauqe of its eligibility clause, which’ only
allowed actual fugitives from Southern slavery to acquire'
land, this meesure would exclude the free born\Hegro Thie
group which feared being returned to Southern bondage due

- to the uncertainty of the Fugitive Slave Bill, moved to
but they .
Canada, ", . . . Would leave at a'sacrifice, they arrive

- In. Canadg destit"te in consequence, many (could) not settle
on the 1ands of ‘the Refugees' Home Society from the

accident of nominal freedom," b2 She also criticized the‘”

Soclety, )
". . .- as being & powerful rival, standing

in the way of vpoor free men with its ready

cash, for its lands will not all be govern- —
ment purchases, niither does it contemplate
large blocks exclusively, but as 1in the first
purchsase, land wherﬁver found, and in swall
varcels also, .

1
[

‘She further criticized the society that . their land policies
would tend to create a factionalism anong the newly arrived

Fegro 1mmigrants Resentment would arise between those who

viere not eligible. for land towards thosé who were.

Examining these eriticisms, Miss Shadd was concerned
that the Soclety would gobble up all the availeble land in

the grea, 1arge tracts or small, wherever land was available.

L2 Ibld., . 2l. . . . - . ' ‘, k

L3 Ioid., D. 2&

)

Cu
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. This conclusion was faulty. As evidenced /U its initial
vurchase the Society was not interested in ourchasinr

* Small varcels but lots in the neighbourhood of 150 acres
-Or mora. Secondly,‘a contiguous area would create‘e solid
-block of Negro'settlers which would necessarily reterd the
goal of integration. She too, wns an ardent chamnion of

"~ this goal but surnrisingly this consideratﬂon received
no mention in her article. The Society was fuzther condenned
for its begging practices which caused the indevendent.
Negroes to reject the Home, yet she argued thet eligibility
should be unlimited. Her contention thet the free born
Negroes, escaning’ the backlash of the Fugitive Slave 3111,
did so at a sacrifice, is 1rdisoutable. Uowever, their
sacriried condition: was not comparable with the fugitive

fleeing slavery who Dossessed only what he wore. Miss Shadd.

-would 1later, ViciousLy 8etused the Hohe settlers of'being

mostly riff-rafr",

i ¥ )
' ‘voor screeninr Oractices. The Society s only criteria, in

as a consequence from the Societv's
settling Nécroes ‘on_ the Home, ‘was that they were actual

. fugitives from slavery. They deemed this groun to be the
most needy of aid., Migas Shadd‘s own assessment would

.establish the disparity thet existed between the free born

. end the slave. o . :

Misa{/nadd's LTirst literary effort also orovided. a’
clear Indication of the type of inadequacies which would

) s .._f)j

Ll Pease, Black Utopia, p. 117.
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Plague her future journa;isti; effgrté. Herlconclusioh,
éhat all societiés wi%h tkgir feéident agents and beggiﬁg‘
systems would retard Wegro freedom and independené&, even

2t that period seems very eplightéﬁed. However, her
énplicatiomﬂof these conclusiohs“tow§il the s&éieties woqld.
sSeem to_p}oduce cuilt mergif'by assogiatioﬁ.‘ Hore detgiléd
and Drecigc reseérch'woulé have revealed_thntfﬁhg Refugeg
Home Socicty had no provision for a reslident aééﬁt!.while
the Buxton settlement relied uvon the sélé of stocks to fund
Fhéif Assoclietion. Explicit research of this" type would

+have provided conclﬁéions‘based more uvon facts and less

uvon inference. PréﬁheticalAy, this example seems

e

to have.

cstablished a nrecedent whereby much of the commentary
recarding the Refugee Home Society would be mqre iriclined ‘

‘towards nersonal oninion than féctual documentation.
_ . . . g S
. :

" ¥Iss Shadd's criticisms, hdﬂevér, did bear immediate
fruit. Two meetin,-s held Tn Windsor, in September and
November of 1852, résplved that:

[ ™

"We.do not regard the Refugees' Home Soclety’

as a benevolent institution designed to

benefit a formerly down trodden, but as an : .
exceedingly cunnlng land scheme, the -

continuance of which, by giving fresh

impulse and a specious character to.the

begging system, wI&% materially: compromise

our manhood. . " 4> : '

to.

Another~sgtbaék waé provided by a.W1ndsbf resident,

Alexender MCArthur. He wrote the “American Missionary

11,5 O'D. Cit-’ _D. 11?. - !

. “ P
K ) o~ T . -
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- Association’ and defended Mary Ann Shadd while acensing her
opponents with, ", .';nﬁot’knowing what they we?e*tﬁIEingﬁ

tfjabout“ Spécificallf'singled out Henry Bibb andqgcéuséd

*him off trying to slander Miss Shadd: through the columms of .

- . - v e .
" Ihe Voice of the Fupitive ™ U6 The Refuree Home Society in.

his estimatipdx though uéing the Elgin Association -as a
guide, hufferéd from the lack of strong patriarchal leadepr-
ship and ofipeliéble trustees.

"The Society's trustees, said MCArthur, was
not, 'specifically interested in the fugitives!,
Furthermdre, both Henry Bibb and George Cary,
-leaders of the Refupee Soclety, were desnite
their color, were heartily d1sliked by the
Negro settlers. The Soclety and 1its settle-
ment. . .does not work and never can, under the
present arrangement. As a matter of fact. ., .

* the better portion of the fugitives cannot be
induced to go to the land at all. The mesasure
is unpopular among them, partly because of 20me
odlous features in the constitution of the

' Soclety, which restricts them in devosing of
thelr vroperty if.they see rit: . .and partly

T~ because of Mr., Bibb's connection with the

‘measure. . . .the whole scheme is destined to
prove a magnificent failure. It .1is another of
those bottomless pits which have opened .theipr -
— mouths here on this fugltive mission and '
- Fwallowed so-mucﬁ of the peoples charitable
contributions.” 47 - '

' “

' MCArthur's version that the settlers were not interest-

ed in.the Societyfs 1aﬁd, and Miss Shadd's commlaint that

edigibility was not universal, commentary on his p ovhecy of

-the Soclety's doom, his negative comments regarding

" 46 Tbid., p, 1187 . ‘
. B7.Ibid., pp. 118-119.

o



' popularity, and the lagk.or strong patriarchal leadership, . \“fl//

*will be réserved until later in the presentation-

0

Heverend James Theodore Holly, an intimate of Bibb,.

ﬂnd assistant rditor.of The Voice o£=the Fugit*ve, orébared . .

" a rebuttal Since the Voice had ceased publication in

'December 1852 ‘his defence'was circtlated through Gerrison'
3

Liberator. While admitting the evils of unonganized begging,

.30113; claimed that* i A . o

"L The Soc;etj\} brought order to thet
system, made-it honest and effective. The. .
strict rules of the Society regarding settlers
‘compelled the.Negroes to rely upon themselves,
rather than on the charity of others. He also.
supported the Society's practice-of restrict- @
ing 1ts activities to fugitive slaves only. . - .
'Help for all was a Utbpian-dream. Refopm
- - . When presented in its simpleist and most « . N
. feasible shape, may be realized on a partial 7 ~
"’ scale in the present. With this reformers “. . ' "

must be' content, -accevting it' as the pledge
and basis of thgnﬁtture' . .".h8, :

Holiy also listed the Society 3 official oosition on

‘*nte ration and educatipn. To those who objected to-

r -

segregated communities on general orinciple, qolly agreed

that some: o ‘ oo Cve

". . .differences within a community were R
both acceptable and desiresble, and that
the difference ‘based tn color 'should be
eradicated as a basls for ‘the scocial oo
distinetipns of rank. .’ .this will be | L T
done -by. the colored man himself, when in - . 7 A
a stats. of freedém; after he becomeS‘. < : '
‘thoroughly educated, and the Dersonal ,

. Sense of slavery shall be lost. in a free---
born generation of descendante in political

- contact with other classes'.” k9

.

Ibig p. 120..
., p. 120. - - e

s-x-—‘
|
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- f_ ary Association-but was rerused

.t

' aﬁuity fipon MCArthur! s testimony. In

. perauaded the 4,

" under which - they were said.

a0

Ty e

.....

-%5

Insight as to the objectivity and reliability of these

criticisms, can be. gained by examining the circumstances

Both Misa Shadd*and NCArthur

had beegiiallow executive orficers, with Henry‘Bibb as late

-—.

.

: If Mcﬁrthur's ‘and Miss Shadd '

aa_the autumn of 1852

Slauery Society

was manned by the,

The executive of the Windsor Anti—

President - Henry 3ibb,

Vice President - Wiley ReYnolds, and the Treasurer - Colemﬂn

Freeman" 50 Mrs. Bibb Mre. Freeman, and Niss Shadd were

the only three females who were listed among the officers.

* Bibb, his wife, and ‘Coleman Preeman had baen suooorters of

the FugitIVes"Union from its inauguration in 1851. Later-

.they transferred thelr suooort to ¢t

Befugee Home. Society '

and all three had served as officers of the new organiaation.

if their convicbions regarding begging
been ao resolute, surely some friction
have surfaced previously.

sought to be aopointed as an agent for

suspect, aince Hiram Wilson - who was Bibb'

-

M. A. not to appoint.

. -~

Robin Winks

. .(him).

and colonization had .

s onvosition arainst 3ibb, and

".

and conflict wouldlw .
places 1ittle reli-
1853, he hsd actively
the American.Mission-'

"MCArthur s testimony was

]

-,

8 friend, had

(3 +«88 asent .‘n 51

A more detailed Scrutiny ol Miss Shadd's motives is

-

posaible becauae of D, Shadd

oS

-

, & descendant of‘the ori;inal 8

50 Voice of the FugitiVe, Vol. II, No. 22, 18 October, 1852

51 Roﬁin Winks,

p. l, 0014‘3.
The. Blacks in Canada - A" Histom
Queens Univers ty ess, Montrea

19 :P-.

7fﬁ.

, MCG111 -
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LShadds.who settled 1n‘Canada. Mr. Shadd comniled the Life

. Sketch of Iarv Ann Shadd Cary in 1960, in which ‘he revealed -

\',
that Mary Ann was one of thirteen children. At the age of

1

10, in 1823 her family moved from Wilmington, Delaware to-

Wlest Chegter, Pennsylvania.' The move had been necessary

because Pelaware; being,a slave state did not permit Negroes

to become edutated.' Through her- childhood she practiced

the Homan Catholic faith until her conversion to African
Methodism., By .the latter half of the 1Buo's she had moved
to Canada West, relocsting in Windsor. Mary Ann was but one-

of the four Shadd children who relocated"in Canada. The

Jothers were Isaac D., Ameiia D1, and Emeline . All the gfrls )

were educated as schoel teachers and oursued that vocation

in Ganada, while Isaac was to become a vartner in the

-rovincial reeman, and later ODened 8 school in conjunction

o

with his wife in Chatham. - " ’

Meanwhile by 1852, Nary had not onQ§ espoused the .
anti- slavery cause, but had also- opened a school for Negro'
children in Sandwich Funding for her school was partly
from the American M1331onary Association and partly Trom
_ contributions from the children's parents. At the end of
that year relations were severed uith the A, M A., but the
splft aooeared amicable and of her: oun volitiém, . Uinkﬂ,
however, suggests other reasons-‘ .

" . . the official suspension of rinancial e

- aid was due to tHe fact that Miss Shadd was L

evangflical; having besn brought tip &s & . kx
Roman Gﬁtholic before her conversion to : 3
- ¢ T et . TTe . S

-
N B JURC
. '
o
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o . n

Arrican Methodism, the solit really occurred
because publicly Miss Shadd gave the appear-
ance of resenting any, dependency upon whites, '

- denounced begging in all 1ts forms as '
materially compromising our manhood bE‘
reoresenting as objects of charity.

Mise Shadd wanted thig covert ald she had beén receiv-
. Ing frofga white officered non-denominational group, to
remain secret, both to avoid public'embanmmsmeqt and to
Induce . further subeort from the varents. "Bibb was unaware

)

_ and
of her;jftentions inadvertentlexnosed the A. M A.'s supports’

In the pice of the Furitive. . Miss Shadd rerarded the

e;ooeit{on as deliberate and once the A. M, A, cut off sunvort,

ﬂ?e Tinaneial bese for her school was thrown into chaos and”
\ .

weswrorced to close. She blamed’ Bibb for the sad state that

q
had befallen her, and henceworth he be09me an enerry.

These - conflicts in Interest were not lost upnon
contemporary Negro opinion. The‘giberator Telt that the
reso}gtions‘exgégerated the weasknesses of pﬁilanthropic
Hscheﬁes in aid of the fugitives. Hiram Wilson, the American
missionary, voiced his supnort of Bibb and his Society on u
February, 1853, uriting in- Frederick Dourlacs' Paper:

"I know the leading men who are engaged . /
in this truly humane and philanthronic
thovement. . . There 1s no cause presented
-to the Christian publie more worthy of
patronage and .*3grmpe.tl'1y4,1 Eome and fereign
'missions not excepted.

' 52 Winks, gge Blacks in Canada - A Hietorg, p. 206. S
" . 53 Donald mpson, e§roes tario ¥rom Early Times to
- 1870, Volumes I and- -University of Western Ontario,-
IFZE‘ on:1971, p. 613. K .

s
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Supvort also came from Thomas Henning, ﬁhe_Secre%ary

f

‘ of the Anti-Slavery Society of Caﬁada, with this letter
e &

. i-Jappearing in the Toronto Globe, 2 November, 1852:
"There is not sufficlent reason to believe
-that the allegat%pn de in the resglutions
referred to, res¥ectIMg the Refugee Hame -
Society, are founded on fact. On the contrary
from-a careful examination of all the public
documents, I believe these charges are the
result’ of erroneous judggﬁent;'if not, of
vre judice or' jealousy." - -

Since !"iss Shadd later was to become the most out-
snoken and vitriolic critic of thévhefugee'ﬁome Sacietf, it
Seems adﬁiseable to attempt an evgaluation to determine to
what degree her opvosition was based on orinciple or elther
Jealousy or revenge. Following this distasteful eplsode in

. her 1ife, she denounced, "All churches (as) segregationist
(and}. .” .broke with 81l institutional churches". °> Because
she regarded the A. H, A.'s action as unjust, she delivered.
a bitter editorial against them 1n 185). Having learned of
the A. i, A.'s plan to send another missionary, Miss Martin,
among the fugitive slaves, she asked:

". . . Is Miss Martin white, . . .? If

8o, she will doubtless fare well at the -

hands of the American Mission | . :

Assoclation. Should she be so unfortunate - ‘

es %o have a different complexion and at ,

the same timse claim a rational- share of _ e

- independence of thought, while acting -( :

under their vatronage, .we would not~§23wer
for her permanent support by them."™ 56

Sh Op. Cit., p. 613. . |
55 Winks, The Blacks In Caneada, p. 206, - ' R
56 The Provincial Fresman, Vol. I, No. 1, ZF)Jhneﬁ18§h,'
p. 2, col. . — — . LT

ua,‘ .
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As. evidenced by thls commentery, she apvears to

- absolve her own actions as the causeg of her dismissal, but

attnjbutes 1t totally to the fack that she was black snd |

believed in speakiﬁg'her mind. Belleving these two

cirgumg@ances had caused the unjust stoopare of financial

-

ald, h¥r editorial became more acidic: *
y "+ . « The Fugitive slaves in Canada afford
a good hobby for unscrupulous raneagers of

» socletiles in the Tnited States. . .but
deliver us and our neonle from Yankse
missionaries, such as we have met in Canada,

- . with smg?th words and hearts full of Hegro
hate.™ , o . .

. * Ty .. &

To counteract these negative  influencé#s -she advocated,

"e . . & good British educetion, thorough .

Instruction to the young by -reans of.

British school books, and--By teachers

British at heart. . . Negcroes should stay

away from American books, teaching pro-
slavery republican oreachings, Negro-

hating separate instiggtions and Yankee

clothes and habits." o .

Analyzlng thése commedts,again. centradictions and
half—truths'surggﬁg. She fails. to quélify her statements or
malke exceﬁtions, "all American ppeachers, educstional

. facllities, or institutioﬁs were vro-slavery". This stag;—
ment not cnly 60ntr£ﬁi§ts the fact that her own education
was made'poqsiﬁle by reiocation in an antifslgvery'state;'
but the thqusﬁnds of fugitives in Canada West could never
have arrived without the 500&%1}1 and aid of certain —
"Yankee“‘abolit%onists. Her staunch Anglophilism with her

sﬁbsequent denunciation of American soclety vwas 'all very

\
5y Op. Cit.;-p. 2/ S oo ' o

well, but these stati7ants would be difficult to reconcile f

" 58 Ibtd., p. B. | e -

L . - -

-

-

-
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with her actions later 1n her life. In 1859, she returned
to res*de 1n the United States and opened ‘a mission school.
- In 1B6l4, she accepted a.;omnission from the government of
’Indiana to recruit Negroes, to defend the very institutions
,which she had S0 Vehemently onposed. Finally, accenting the
h}vothesis t%at she naively accented aild, from the A, M. A,
before she Yecame fully aware of its inherent evil, why did _'
she accept their aid to fund a school in Hichi"an in 18617
Further if the A. M. A: was indeed the anti-independent ‘
minded black organization as she portrayed it, why would it

consent to suvport her, esnecially after all the bltter

criticism sihe had printed” .\\ | -

| T@ese contradictions and half-truths coupled with the
ones presented‘preViouély, seem to indlcate that Mlss Shadd's
editorial Judgement and journalistic style was ofteﬁ c¢louded
by her own bias, passion} and pr;judice, and all too, often
lacked objectiwlty derived frwsm documentation and a plethora

of diverse opinions. -

wihks preseénts—the most astute analysis regarding. the
extent of her blas when he concluded that she attacked the
Refugee Home Soc¢fety in particular since, ". . .its trustees

o+

were'white; 1tg logal spokesman Bibb, \aés a mulatto, and a
. - ) {;

whiﬁggpan, Reverend Charlse<C. Foote, was its principal

almoner and agent." 59
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- THE PROVINCIAL FREEMAN: THE SHADD-WARD ALLIANCE

. = | |
S The next influentiai‘NggES\f;a;:ice opposition to the
PFugitive Home Society was Reverend el Ringgold Ward. As

'previously mentioned, even though he had\geen an ardent
opponent to begring from the outset, he neverthelesa*had )
*acecepted Bibb'a prop;segﬁii;itatioﬁs_to"curb its usage. ; -
During the summer of 1852 his thinking cbanged as evidenced

by his: position at the August Convention. Whether this
oopdbition was originaﬂaor revolved around his association
'witﬂ/Misa Shadd, as the Society menmbers believed, it is not
clear, -~ After the convention, however, when his nronosals
were elther not accented, or not 'accented to the degree he
desired he withdrew his support from the-Society. In

November he published = letter in the Frederick Douglas

Paper, which was later rerrinted in the very first edition

o : :
of The Provincial Freeman. This new Negro paper which.made
an auspicious debut on.2} March, 1853, became the heir

apparent to The Voice of the Fﬁgitive. His first objection,

Bich does not appear to have been ralsed at the convention,
seems to-reflect a distinct ‘Shadd influence. He argued that
the Society was unnecessary for thS‘government of Canada had
provided its own mechanics for the procurement of land
Land in Easex County, equal or superior to that offered by
the Soclety was avallable at $2.00 an acre, while some was

! as . ' .
avallable for as low $1.60. By simple mathematics a 516

; | v : \\:

-l
-3
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government Tand purchasing policles and his rejection of the

down vpayment, revresenting the neceésary one-fenth down pay-
ment, would place the fugitive in possessicn of 100 acres

of land.  Besides the sbsence of an eliglbility clause and
restriction of sale or transferral period, Ward poihté&lopt,

"In ten ‘yeéars by paying $16 per annum with

6 percent interest, .and erecting a small

house, clearing .five acres a‘year etc., he

has the entire possession, by patent, af
fig%hold. The Refugee Home Society purchased
at /72,50 an acre, they must therefore sell at
that price, although even without interest,

the refugees have only 25 acres, a very %imited
farm, and 20 acres “will cost ‘them $50™, 60

Despite Reverend Ward's flowery assessment of the

W0ciety nrovosals, the nmctual conditions appeared somewhat
different than he represented them to be. Initially the

better government land cost'$2.0Q'not $1.60 .an sere. If the

Eheaper land was avallable at the lower orice, it seems

reasoneble to assume that this land wae of Inferior quality,

and that much ﬁorg difficult fo make it pay. Secondly, -
using his own figures.of $1.60 an acre, it required a $16
down vayment, a sum.which thg fugltive from Southern slavery
did not possess. Even by accepting h‘s conteptiqn that h
econoGic opportunities w§r6~plentiful, a fugitive family in
ordef'jg save $16 while providing housing, food, and cloth-
ing for itself, would .require a-considerable length aﬂwtime.
A fime they could have spent cleéring their own land upon>
the;r imnediate arrival, for the: Society required no down

payment. Thirdly, the Society's land cost $50 but that was

e .
H .

" &
’

col. 2.

60 The Provinciai-Freeman, Vol. No. I, 24 March, 1853,;p;'1,l

-




L3

j 13
for 25 acres not 20°'so the actual price per acre was $2.00

| ndt $2. 50 Further the government arrangement wit? the six
percent interest made annual oayments on the cheeoer land
$1.70 while the better lend would: be $2.12 an ecre. The
:only true advantage was that no eligibility or. transferral
reguirements were necessary Conversely, the government
required at least S acres to be cleared annually, while the
‘Society allowed three Years for the first five acres, and

an indefinite veriod for the remaining twenty, so long as the
Settler could meet his annuail neyments. The fact that theA.
government sold no vlot less than 100 acres would also male
their land 1less appealing to settlers not wenting such a
large lot. .Schools were segregaded especially in ‘the
Southern-western region of Canada West, therefore, either
independent societies organized schools for Negroes or they
would s*mply go without. Miss Sheadd's experience cleerly
demons%rated that once the A, M. A, %ithdrew'éupport, the
parent's contributioe vas 'not_shfficient to maintain the
schools. A1l these benefits the Soclety would provide its
settlers were either lost unon Mr. Werd, or nossibly emulat-
ing Miss Shadd's Journalistic style, conveniently omitted .

.\‘.
them. In any. regerd his“first objections had questioneble ~

value and were suspect in validity .

The objectiens that followed were mich more convincing.
He' repeated the theme that agents begring in the fusifive's

name’ were unnecessary and misrevresented the Negro situation.

. ‘
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3asing his oninion upon friendly conversetioﬂ% with the

" fugltives in their settlements, and at public meetings, he

al

3 qobjected to the srent& 20 vercent commission. 'He rurther
,l
'y
' contended that continued begging to purchase 1and precluded

Lo s
}
that the Nerro could not lay away enough to Durchase his own -
{") r

- lot. These points were bluntly stated, ". . . We*don't‘want

»a

barrels of 0ld clothes, which cost tw&ce as‘much for
transoortation ass they are worth, nor do ‘we need s set or t

land jobrers to beg money to buy lands- for us." 61 He also .
provosed lots of 50 acres Bbceuse 25 acres were insufficient
Tor it would render the settler as noor and deoendent a‘sort

- ! . 8

of neasantrv. s .

-Next his_objectiaﬁs were directed to=the'15“yegr

trensferral clause, and sugrested instead‘that restrictions

be inoosed only so lgong as the land was* still unnaid for,
OuhePWISB it was unjust dishonest, and tyrannicel reducing a
the fugitive to a “sort” of gerr. Any further restrictions

would assure hirkthat the old oro-slavery argument that the
?egro could not take care of themSelves ‘was being soplied
Keeping in ‘Mind that oreviouslv the .reversal clause had no
_t*me limitation and sale or transferrsl was restricted o

only helrs or the Immediate family, it becomes aoperent‘that &
Yard's arguments did have some impact at the Convention. In g.

his estimation though, the revisions ‘Were not sufficient .

consequentlv he withdrew his suooort and termed the whole \

61 gg. dit., p. 1, Col. 2.
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a

operé@ion a8s a monstrous piece of uhiprecedented land jobbing
and tyranny.' The ensuing .proposals desipned to find.an able

replacenent, convinced Ward of the correctne s of his new

: position. The name . of the Honourahble Joshus ddinrs, an

o] -

outsgoken anti-slavery Coﬁgressman, was forwaf'ed but Fu

réjected because money had to be begred from many peonle who'
. -2 - =

.Were opnosed. to Giddings' extreme anti-glavery vosition.

Lo

These. people would nﬁt cive so readily 4ir Giddings became an
official of the Soclety. With Giddings rejection Waprd's

opinion wgs reinfcrced:
"I.-then saw the whole concern to be not
oily, pro-slavery in its doetrines concern-~
2o Ang pﬁe'capacity of Negroes to hold and
‘take care of broverty, but -false in its,
declarations conrcerning the condition of
Fugitives, and mean enough to pander to the
pro-slavery appetites of such men as opposed
- to ¥r. Giddings in his anti-slavery course in -
Congress. To give countenance or supnort te
such a Society, nay, to withhold »ry solemm
¢ and earnest protest againggkﬁt, were to be
false to my abolitiogism, to my love of truth,
and to my manhood." 2 : '

Foote quickly drafted reply, and distributed it to

various sjmpathetic bavers since The Voice of tﬁe'Fucitive

e around - N '
had ceased publlecation  December of 1852. M™iss Shadd re-
printed this letter next to Mr. Ward's comments. His fipst

comments attested to the factionalism which had arisen

ar

between the two groups of Negro leaders.

" « « The friends. of the. coloured people .
havé not yet learned to agree; whether -
they ever.will is problematical. Nor have:

they learned to avoid the use’'of unlovely

eplthets, and the Impugning of motives." 63 S

62 Ibid., p. 1, Gol. 2.
63_ 1d.,-p.rl, Col. 3.
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Procceding fo recreate the exact scemario et‘the meeting,

his interbretat*ons qhowed the 9vciety's motives in a better
lirht " He denied that the acents received a 20 percent
comn*ssion, and refuted Ward's inference thet such a high fee
wag an attemnt to recru{t arnnts by bribery and venality _ .
lesides offering to’ reveal the exact amount to dard in private
he asserted that the arents' fees were, ". . . less than I
helped nay Mr., Ward for his labors. . . . nor did I deem him

venal for saying, 'Ilwon't work if I can't be paid®., " 6” . o

~
1

) . . .. ’
Regarding the.paucity of 25 acres, Foote counttered
that nersonally he -had never owned 8 solitary foot of free

soll, and money wes begged from ‘poor settlers in New England

who would regard’ 25 acres as sufficient. It was hoped,

o

however, that the settlers upon establishing themselves,

'y

would malke additional nurchases. Perhabs ungenerously he
added that 25 acres would exceed his,most sanguine bounds,
but in Ward's cese it wns mich different for his, "farm in

tnis‘Stete covered hundreds of broad acres”, 65 R

. .
e K [T « Nl
~

' Défendin‘ the 15 year transferral peri

[y

od he_.asked,
". . . Who procured ‘this provision? A
missionary in-Canada, who had been an eye .
witness to the frightful frauds. perpstuated
upon the unlettered Fugitives by the vile
Cat1iffs who would. have sent S. R. Ward
back to Wew York to be- hung, and returned

-~

every fugitive to zgs maater, if they - .

could, long ago." T ‘ . . -
6l Ivid., o. 1, Col. 3.. B s
65 Ibid L] p. l Col 3.‘ —— C . -\.' ‘ : ’ o L ’ .' i .’ " :
66 Ibid., pg 1 COI. 3. i ‘ o -.".r\\‘-, .

Ty
i
¢
-~



7Y

o

¢ 67 Ibtd., p.. 1, Col."3. .

c T
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Concluding his remarks he added at the Detrofit meetirg,

“", .. ME, Ward raised all these objéctions,. . . and was
, - : , L e S

. falrly met and answered, and hid objegtfop?‘were routed,

. . and when the final vote was taken Fﬁé_sebretary stood
alonegﬁ_QT T

Foote's stand on the larcensus frauds inflicted upon
. N [ N

the fugitives was on firm ground{ Laura Smith Haviland's

- -

» 8ye witness account leaves no doubt about this. She renorted:

". . . The unabounded econfidence they :
: placed in me. was surprising; for they -
“brought their business vavers for e to ’
examine; to ‘see whether they were right.
One man brought me & note, as the employver
ould not pay him for his work in money .
gﬁﬁsaid 1t was-a note for groceries; but
the grocer refused to take it, and said
.1t was no good. I told him there was
nelther date nor name on 1t. I wrote the - N
men a. letter, agking him to rectify the
mistake, which he did; but he gave his
smployee credit for -only half the days he
had worked. They were so often decelved
and cheatled In many ways, because of their *
extrems ignorance . ; " 68 - . ¢

Foote also corrected some faulty logic in Xr. Ward's

comments: “With the passage of the Fugltive Slave Bill, the
yeétern shﬁr;s of Cehada were tﬂrdnged with créwds'or ‘
fugitlve slaves witbiihgir fémiiias fleeing from their
EﬁfSuera, This influx caused a stEﬁin m@ the labour markeﬁ

so;.&;.. . for meny. to f£ind homes ‘and emplpgment . at 1i¢ih5

» N -
" -

;fﬁaées'was‘impossible}" 69 - '

- a o

B

68 Laura Haviland, A Woman's Life Work, Labours, and Exﬁérigﬁces”'
~ ““Waldey and Stowe, Cincimmtti:1B81, p. 192.

. -.. 69 Erovincial Freeman, Vol. I, No.- I, 24 March, 1853, p. 1,

STy

.. Col. 3.

) T . .
. -



Bibb undertook to suoply this first mass of horeless” .. -

fugitives with 'aid from'friends in Michigan, but’ he was - als
astute enough to reeliZe that this aid wes at, best stop gap.’

Long term solutions’ would require setting up greater

[+

facil*ties for securing homes end Droviding educetional

--.,“'- R

.

facilities thein those offered by—fﬁé”ESQQ;nment. ‘To support .~ -

h*s contention”he oointed out that besides the ooor if not

“Fflon- existent educstional facilities, the- refugees could not

’ get 1end from the government on’ short notice. Furthermore
A

e government land waes no panacea, for they could purchase— TTHV

- government lend as’ cbeaoly as anyone, and in return Drovided

better finsnc1el and’ clearance terms. LI any doubt remained ¥

4

-‘ae to the veliditv of his comments, he directed. My o Hsrd to

*

conSider the fact that the majority of ‘the fugitives ‘were

homeless at that dete.

An unexpected a11y Droved to be The Detroit Free- Press

when it quoted a- niece from' The Eseex Advocate the Windspr_

daily"journal of May - 1853, regarding the conditions of the
Negroes in the Canadian society: ; i

6'".-5'. as it occasions an unwelcome and’

. ' burdensomg .obllgation to their population,

and if so ‘hany unfortunate, needy, and

¢ . - helpless human beings, who ‘'rmst not be

< . left to suffer and cerish from want -of
s . care and charity » 1t imposes:uponithe : .
‘ . beople of. Cangda, contributions. and, o oo
expenses that may well be considerei as =
no trifling grievance.. I0 - B

il ~
1

0.

70 r“'he Detroit Free Press, Vol. 17, No. 68 .13 August 1853, -
 P. 2, ‘Col. _

. - . -
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A

:1columns ol The Provincial Preeman during the duration of its

-Hreceiviﬁg 20 percent commission.

‘was the exact rate?

_of 25 acres was insufficient‘ Thirdly,. she reasoned that a

(

-

-from "a trustworthy colored woman in Cenade s

Shad ascended to the editor's chair.
f

his own diqcretion.

After thls initial effﬂrt at edit ialship,” Ward

aeems to retain the title of editor in néme

duties and lecture tours: both at home and abroad removed him

as an eflfective worlddng; staff ‘member. With his ebsenﬁe Miss

!

~eriticized Foozé's rebut?ﬁl on thriee counts. Pirst she
0

-didn't accept

*

ly, for hls‘

“L

Iis flrst effort

coloured man who has enterprise enough to buy a farm,

cultivate it ‘and npay for” it, mipght be trusted to sell it at

first of the many vicious attacks. that would appear in the

g¢xistence. thﬁ attack took the form of an anonymous 1etter

"I spent the.new year in sicht ‘of the *

Refuzecs' Home. , . . (I) went on the

land and talked to the settlers and during

a meetinpg hefore quite a con"regntion, read
- . the Constitution of the Society to several

of them, . . . and the astonishing fact was
that 1t had heen resd to them as it is not
nrinted by the honest,! merchants, priests,

and rentlemen' of Detroit How many do you.
think lire thereon? Just seven Tfamilies,

and altorether one dozen lots have not been
taken. The settlers are the worst descrintions
of persons with few exceptions. Three out of
scven Tanilies have Irish wives, and men ‘and
women drink whiskey, steal and idle, berrow

. -

ote's statement that the agents were not
If not 20 percent, what
Secondly, she pointed out'thab Foote

did not refute Ward's.eontention that the.arbitrany Tigure

Included with theSe refutetlons, was the

\

v
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from theirineighbours, (fugitives who own
land bought from others) and otherwise

annoy the settlers. o .

In stopping for a visit with a fugitive

who had 120 acres of land paid for lives 1In
a house J0 x 18 feet, and is bullding a :
beautiful cottage 30 x ii% ‘I never sgw
greater evidences of comfort anywhers. than

I did in that home. This is but one in a
dozen, to be found within a mile or two.
These men laughed at the begging, and wish
the friends would open their ears. They

2lso lament their vicinity to the Refugee's
Home . " 71 - : > ' ’

-
A 1~tter with such grave implicetions, appearing in

an unchallenged or undefended form,agﬁit was presented in
the Freeman could have sheken the confidence of efen'tﬁe“
staﬁﬂchest supporters of the Society. Because of thé lethal
implications the letter contained a detailed investigation

is warranted to elther corroborate the statements or refute

. them,

An-gxahination.éf the possi@lé‘;ﬁthoress would provide
the £irst clue-as to the objectivity and reliability of the
}etter.i Wiqésor ihvlﬁsé; cer%ainly‘poula not boast a large
number of“éduéated Negro wémgn who coéld have commanded '
eniough reépect;to ofganiéé.g iaﬂge?meefing, read the
conétifutiOn”bb the‘sgtflaﬁs,'andpﬁrpbeed-to interview
ﬁéighpoufing sebtlers. Considering the difficulty in
fravellingiﬁthe‘uncieéred“wiidegﬁéss,fﬁe d1staﬂée from
ﬂigdsor,-the ﬁézardous bonditipné of'.a Canaqian winter during

1

' Wew Year,.the time end expense incurred-for. such a venture,

'71 The Provinecial Freeman, Vol. I, No. I, =24 March, 1853,
- . p. 1, Col.7« . _

s -
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it seems reaaonable to assume that only a very interested

‘person in the affairs or ‘the Society would undertake such

g Jjourney. Three Dossibilities were Mrs. Bibb, Mrs.

.F}eeman, and ¥Miss Shadd herself. The first two being active

.mombers of the-Soclety can in all 1ikelihood be ruled cut .

imnediately, while the ooss*bility of Miss Shadd remains
very real. It wouid be difficult to envision another. Negro
woran who could satisfy all the conditions listed and who
woulqktave~more,interest in the Society‘s affairs. A brief
examination of her first criticism, that of the revision of

the constitution, anoeers to point further to Hiss Shadd's

authorship, It was true that the Soclety had revised the

constitutioﬁ, but exceot for the revision dictating houses
now to be at 1east ten feet in height, all the other
alterat;ons were favourable to the settler. Mention of these
superior conditions would have‘dndicated the "honest terchants
priests, and gentlemen in Detroit" Because of this- omission,
and considering Miss Shadd's penchant for Journalistie
1rresponsib*1ity, her candidacy becomes almost a certainty )
In any e*ent that a vested interest wrote the letter, seems
evident, in which cese the author's“objectivity beeomes'

gquestlionable. o o

v

i Regarding the oanoity of numbers, her claim of 7

families although not quite in tune\w1th Bibb's reoort of 12

families in October of the,orevious year, seems close enough

not to require further insoection. Her contention,that.some

v - - -

L4

[
- .
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Negroes drank whiékey;'thrae out'or seven had white wives;

that otherilegroes were better situated; énd-thﬁt with few

exceptions the reneral norm of settler was of the worst

descrintlon borrowing and stealing: from their neighbours;

\Elthough they have some valldity, their degree and inter-

pretation requires further scrutiny. Regarding other T
liccroes enjeying more affluent qircumstéhcgs;uﬁpere were
recorded cases of many Fepgroes in the Maidsfong,aﬁeafholding
high social vositions. Manuel Eaton dwnea an éSHray.;ﬁéng
he made potesh and oeérl ash from wood ashes and at'tirms,-
even emnloved full time helvers. "Albert S@ott was a
veterinarlan, while Torm and Josh Lucas, who lived in Puce
were ovners of a large scow and were prosperous-in their
business". 72 Cormparing tﬁese eafly settleré to the neﬁly o
arrived fucitives wes hardly an equitable evaluation. A
falrer comparison would have been with the newly.afrived at

Qawn, Buxton, or the Sandwich Nissidn.  _ . !

Regarding the drinking since she does not mention the
nurber, it would appear to be smaill. However, temperance was ,
both a requirement of the Society end a goal which Negro ,",f

Churches of the period pursued. As a testimony that the

Society invoked the temperance clause was evidenced by

_Thomas Jones who in 185k, revorted to Benjamin Drew, that

-.\

- 'one of the criticisms of the Society was not restrictions on

bl

’

liquor.

e |

72 Malcolm W. Wallace, The Negroes, "Pioneers of the Scotch

: Settlement On the Shors of Lake St.Clair"™, Ontario
History, Vol. XLI, Nd. L, (1949 ,

R
C
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Donsld Simpson corroborates the fact that some Negroes:

.‘in the Hindsor area had white wives. He quotes a "W, C.n

reporting in the. Canada Oak, who stereotyped .the Hegro as a,

‘MSensual animal out to rierue the fragile flower of white

. woms.nh.ood. 73 Simpson stated that this type of thinking

-

. -—

v
i

continued to conruse efforts for healthy relstionshios

between the races, and correctly termed "W.' C. ".as a uhite
supremicist. If "W. C." can be attacked for: advocating a -
totelly homogenous white marrisge relationshin in_ turn, LA
should not the black counternart be equally attacked as a

black supremicist? Secondly, Miss Shadd ralses serious

"quostion as to uhether she was condemning the intermsrriages

of various couples, or uhether she wss condemning inter-
marriage of the couples residing et the Refugee Homeé. In
1856 when reviewing the provress of the Buxton settlement °
she wrote, ". . . too much -can not be said, . . . rendering
every fireside a place of hsppiness. . Hitﬁout
questiqning her assessment of the Elgin settlers, it seems
inconsistent that, 'The Buxton settlers by their own count
enumersted ho uhite wives . 75

73 Donald G. Simpson, Neggoes In Ontario From Early Tiﬁes'to
18%0 Volumes I and niversity of Western Ontario, .
' don:1971, p. 1

T4 The Provincial Egee Vol. 11, No. h8, 12 April, 1856,
p. 1, Col, 2.

75 Daniel A. Payne Bepsration From the A. H\ Church,"
Chp. XXIX, Hist of the African Hsthodigt ggiscoggl
Church, A M. E. gundsy School Union ‘Publishing House,
ﬁsshville, P 389. ‘

.Because these uhits wives Wwere not of African extrsction,

and therefore not eligible for the A. M. E. Church, this

was one reason presentdd for the need of the British «
] Methodist Episcopsl church of Csnsda. _ S

w T
e
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Miss Shadd labels the settlers as of the worst

description, as idlers and stealera. If by "worat'fjpa“ sheVﬂ
. ‘ L

meant them to be destitute and penniless, of this thers cén

be no argument. By definition the Society's settlers would

be of the.poorest typé upon their‘immediato settlement on“'
the land. If however she meant them to be generally'of an
idle and shiftless nature inclined tow;fds-éfealigé.for their
suﬁport, this does not appear true. No douyt there were ‘
examples of that, as there would be in any segment of sociétj;
but unlike Misé Shadd's contention tRat tﬁey were the norm

. they were the minority. Mrs. Haviland provides a mpch more

plausible contemporafy account. Althoughxadmitﬁing that
there were some things for which she had to "reproach them",
on the whole she found them quite 1ﬁﬁu5trious:

/

"They had built log houses and cleared from
one to five acres each on their heavily :
- timbered land, and raised corn, potdtoes,
* ., and other garden vegetables. A few had put
in two or three acres of wheat, and were
doing well for their first year. . . Great
efforts to improve their homes were made by
taking trees from their woods to the saw ’ -
mills to be cut up into boards for better
floors than split logs, and for partitions
to make their little houses more comfortable.
These improvements could.not better find
expression than the report of one of the
Bettlers, in a reply to an inquiry of a
friend in Detroit, as to how they were
prospering in the refugee colony. Fine, ‘
fine, we've all come to life, an' are in a , .
strife to see who'll make the bes' house.® 76"

Later reports will also substentiate Mrs. Haviland's
statements and oppose, those of Miss Shidd. ¥

76 Laura S. Haviland, A Wonian's Life Work, p. 192.
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Judging by thése various interpretations, the
.anonymoua letter printed in the Provincial Freeman when
'placed in perapective was not nearly as formidable as it
first appears, and aympathetic groups who had maintained
communication with the Society maintained steadfast support.
'The American Missionary Association kept favourable impress-
ions right up to the onset of the Civil Uar. In fact their
. agent in Canada the Reverend David Hotchkiss, served as the
Sooiety 8 Corrgsnonding Secretary Lor a period. Hichigan
also continued unwavering support both by donations and
Secondly by public'print An example was the revort of the
General Aesociation of Congregationaliats in Michigan which
was circulated to all the various church aponaored news -
'papera throughout the State. That report which the Provincial
Freeman copled from the Weelexan Evangelist, arter printing
.varioue ideas preaented.by Reverend Foo%e regarding the type
of eduoation received in ‘the Homeﬂ publiah?d -thres reasons
'enumerated by & Reverend St.Clair why the Society should be
supported even though it exiated in .a foreign land:
“...l. Because they cannot be properly
instruoted in our own. ., .

' 2. The coloured mean is allowed no resting
place but in slavery. If he flee and come
among us, instead of aiding him we are
commanded to return him to slavery -, . .

3. The sense of moral obligation on this

suhjeot i1s =0 lgy as to suffer this syatem
and law . .

77 The Provinoial Freeman, Vol, I, No. 17, 15 July. 185&.
_'r po 2’ Colu 20

r
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Despite the continued supportybf Aﬁerican baséd'
‘;organizations, the Freeman's first editlon was prophetic,
and the battle for the supportaof Canadian public opinion,

especlally that of the Negro opinion began to sway over to

"the Shadd camp with the cessation of The Voice of the Fugitive,
'in December of 1852. Acting ss -the Soclety's official organ,
it hsd heretofore held a monopoly'ih reachipg'Negro readers
and consequently made great strides in formulating public
opinion, ;nderstandably mich of which was prg-Sogfety.
This was evidenced by thelnumber of influential Qegro:leaders
glving public support. Bibb's articulation of the reason- |
_ ableness of the Soclety's terms and the attractiveness of
the land they were offering induced many fugltives,
including the free born to seek the Home's land. The demﬁse

-

of the Volce followed immedlately by the establishment of )
the Provincial Freeman in March of 1853, editored by two s“u

staunch opponents, Reverend Ward and Miss Shadd, aurrendered
the 1ea@ar5hip of the formulation of Negro public opinion.
This inadvertent surrender not only permitfed_the opposition
to chooss the type of news that reach;d-thé readers' eyes,
but it also allowbé them to determine the_interpnetatidn of
this news. Consequently the only news regarding the Society
which were printed in its colurms was all negative. The
aférementioned report of Michigan Congregationalists, showed
clearly just how effactivél& Miss Shadd-'used this weaganu

The original report that’ﬁcached the eyes of the Uesléxan

LA
[ e
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Methodist readers rendered the Soclety in a fa;ourable liéht;
| Miss Shadd used the article to commence another cutting
attack against the necessity of the Society, and ‘the need for
more black preachers not more of those "white Yankee slavery
lovers." ' ' |

Miss Shadd made various other accusations.
Althugh acknowlédging that the Society had:originated as a
~benevolent organizﬁtion 1t had now degené;qted to the point
uhe?e, " . the-Detfdit people had seen Henry Bibb's
Sandwich Conventi&g, recognized it as a good thing, had forced
their way" in, and wWere now trying to complete their coup by
’ easing,B/gﬁ'out * 78 poase stated that another editorial
‘itut;g’that Horace Hallock and other members in Detroit had
fr;e access to the funds, by which they carried on extensive
business operations; She was glad that a colored man, Henry
Bibbrcouid have the same. To corroborate all these varied
accusations, she asserted that George Cary, who was a member'
of thg,Daun executive committee, ™. . . told me the agents
had acted dishonestly, end made no exception - that he dis-
_ trusted most of the'off}cers - théy wefé.not anti-slavery

.

men.” 79 Geprge Cary's testimony was ‘suspect on two counts;

" 78 William Pesse, Black Utopia, D- 117.

Pei%e also states that Mis3 Shadd, later married George
‘Cary, p. 117. Evidence in the Cary papers at the National
Archives shows that Miss Shadd married Thomas F. Cary of
St. Catherines at Toronto 3 .January, 1856, Later th®
couple ‘moved to Chatham and published The Provincial
Freeman from there.
Zreeman

79 Op. Cit., p. 117.7%7
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MpArthui ‘an early ally of Shadd, had claimed both Cary and
Bibb were thoroughly distrusted by blacks, and secondly he

‘was_a member of the' same Dawn executive, which was undar

fire from Miss Shadd. Intqreétinﬁ}y as a Dawn executive he
. t

o

was untrustworthy but as aﬂpoppohent to the Society his

. testimony was reliable. Not withstanding Cary's statement

even Miss Shadd's own accusations are not compatible. She

accuses the Detroit group of trying to oust Bibb from the

executive so as to cut him off fr
. yet
and 'she accuses him of being one

a share of the spoils,
the leading figures 1n_
defrauding the Society. Finally, nowhere in her commantaries‘
does Miss Shedd ever mention either the striect rules the

Soclety had 1moosed upon the snending of funds. or the un-

. deniable reputation that these men had bullt as tasted

abolitionists,'respected lqadersﬂof soclety, and successful
businessmen. If indeed Bibb had usurped some of the soclety

funds, why did he not use them to reprieve, of later E%

‘revive his newspaper from a financial death? Thia revival

would have offered a favorable alternstive and refutation
of ,the Freeman's editorial policy. Thescontradictions and

Guestions never seéemed to cause Miss Shadd undue concern.

Deépité-yhese many unchallenged ;ccusatibna, Negro -
leadership and Negro pﬁblic op;nibh;-remained behind the
Society while Henry Bibb lived. Foote, Bibb, and Holly all
presented enthusi&stic‘speeches in the Society's defence,

and proceeded to also cast a few doubts as to the motives of

L]

™
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the Ward-Shadd alliance. 'Bibb and Holly at a public meet-

ing in Windsor, March 1853, stated that:

."The Society had faithfully upheld the

Negroes interest and deserved support.

Although discouraging begging, the meet- . .
ing encouraged further contributions for

the welfare of the Negroes." :

Foote, publishing in the True Wesleyan, ably

demonstratéd that he was the equal of Miss Shadd, in phq
arena of delivering-cutting epithets. On a report to ths
Liberty Associastion, he forgave Reverend Ward for his
indiscretion, sinée Ward's fall:

"Could be attributed to the fall suffered :
by Father Adam for ., . . if he had not been
prevailed upon by evil council, spoken by a
Serene volce. . . it was a fata) , stroke to
his judgement, the three weeks pre€eeding
the Annual Meeting of the Refugess' Home ,
"Soclety, that he was in the vicinity enjoy-
ing the company of one whose whole conversation
then, was opposition to the Refugees! Home
' Soclety because thdpSociety would not give
land to FREE BORN' COLOURED PEOPLE, and because
) one of the editors of this paper agalnst

whom she had a personaé Plque, 1s an officer
In sald soclety. . ." 91 .

4

With Bibb's 1llness in the spring of 185l because of
a reve;, and his sﬁbséquent deéth-in August 185, the |
Soclety lost its most articulste and respected Negro spokes- -
ran. Almost immediately his loss was evident. In July 189,
a convention held at the Baptist Church in London Careds
ﬁest,'reso{vad that aince:

“t

t . N J -
80 %E' Cit., p. 119. -
81 The rovincial eeman, Vol. I, No. I, 2) March, 1853,

P. 1. Cel. ‘3.



", ...‘there-are ample facilities for ‘1.7. o

support and progress, and as coloured :
people. . . all things- considered, we _
emphatically conderm and shall, appose

begging made for what ever punpose in
our name." 82 )

T -;-7 o J
In Toronto, on 9 August 185&, Mlsa Shadd success-

’
o,

fully organized the Provincial Union, which was to . be .

centred in Chatham, Proposing The Provincial Freeman as its
official orgen, the cons;itution recorded ite goal as: '
"To encourage and support a- press. . .
which will stand. . . to notify the"
ciltizens of this country against the un- : ' }
Just imputations, reflections, and designs ‘
“0f many In-the United States and this ' '

couttry; who would carve out a policy for °
iImmigrants, formerly bond and free. . .

to aggregate tggmselves into exclusive
_commnities.™

r. Ty
3

A Vice- President of this new group was Coleman
Freeman Bibb's c¢lose friend and previous of{icer of the
Society. Bibb's death also occasioned.a'powe; strugglé
over the leadership, waged between Reverend C. . Foote‘ '
and Isaac Rice.' Pease steted that ‘Rice retired from the |
Scene, and almoet by default-Foote aecended to the'leader;

r~ship role. Donald Simpson, offers a plethora of reasone vwhy *
Rice judiciously retired from the battle. In 1852, after
some qutestionable practices the A .M. A, was the first to

‘drop their support of him. Undaunted, ‘he remained 1n
Amherstburg, where ailded by the American Baptiste, his name
becams eynonymoue»with therbegging system. . In_February l852(

82 The Provincial Freeman, Vol, I No. 19,.29 July, 18%,
P« Col. 7.

" 83 Constitution of the Provineisl Union, Toronto, August 9, .
185L;, pp. 3 <, Vary Ann Shadd Cary Fapere National Archives.
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'=the gi%ive carried 8 1ettep from a group of colouned :
wgd

'j‘BapBist churchee of Amheretburg .and Chatham complaining
about 8 new begging organization, the Union Border Society,

which had been formed by Rice and other cbloured Baptists.

"

As the letter described 1: e

“Thie Uhioh board hae appointeq three able-
‘bodied men, each able. to cut three cords of
wood per day, as public beggars; among whém
18 the Reverend W. Carter. It suffices to =
Bay. at our Jlate board meeting, Iamac J. Rice,
. Elder W. Carter, and all others of our
. denomination found connected with that elique,
have been exeluded from our Missionary Society. h.
Recent developmants about the so-called Mission -
house has brought to light things which have
been secreted for some considerable time., 1In
- fact some of the members of the Baptist Church
" said in. a public meeting that they had almost
per fured themselves to save Rice's character
and they would not do 1t any longer..: Drunk-
enness. and other sbominations have Eeen
carried on at the mieeion house. ™. -
In 185h, the Freeman argued that ‘Rice was a white man
‘who, hac neither the confidence ‘of the fugitives nor of the
whitee and his notorioue lying and begging operatione have
been frequently protested against by fugitives and coloured
pPeople generally, The controversy got particularly ugly in
the epring of “1855 after a fire had raged through Rice's
mieeion. People fighting the fire, upon entering the house
[euppoeedly found an ill man living fn the house who was In a
wretched condition, covered, with lice and dirt from head. to
foot. - After. the fire Rice and his four assistants would

. havevnothing more to do'with the sick man, who was cared for
. )

- 84 Donald Gimpaon, Ne roes In Ontario, pP. 568, gquoted from
_ The Voice of the itive; 20 February, 1852, and The .
. irovinecial Freeman, 2 eptember, 185). _
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by the-True Band'Society,-until he ied two days later. in

v

by Rice's -own» written report of having had received $725 . in
. cash which was supposedly pald out to refugees. A Negro ‘

'.j meeting\infhmherstburg or three to four hundred people,

i

ascertained that at mostr the total distributed was $10 and -

some items of clothing. It was obvious that to them Rice not

onig was . supporting an activity which they felt was destructive

but .he was also a crook. '_b .

. Although ‘tHe uglier aspects of Rice's practices came
to 1ight arter the \power struggle of 185&, it was already

\‘apnarent that his character was suspect snd that his retire-

-

ment may not heve been as: voluntary as' 1t initially appeared
Even at that, Rice's cendidaxy for the 1eadership probably

)

reinforced Migss Shadd's opinions that if such a person could

\
even have been considered for the directorship. imagine how
¥

opportunistic his superiors must be, In her mind his - '
exposure served as proof of' the various’ accusations she had

made against the Society. Even though there is' no - evidence"
that Rice 8. dishonest oractices carried over into his '

&

cpnnection with uhe Refugee Home Society, Miss Shadd's pet

_device of guilt by association, blanketed the whole Society

" . . a few of the‘ i ',ﬁ (of the coo
Refugee ‘Home Societx T : '
‘and that many who' coriy
1t are genuine aboli‘;'ﬁ e ;
. _ BN only for the - '
-beneflt of the agents and orficers, but I ¢ i
believe it 1s for their. ‘benefit - mow only; - ©

>

-

. - . .
. . . N
", . . - . . . X - o os



I lmow that if the agents have not been .
benefitted, the .black peonle have not. . ‘

o - Let 3t be got up for whatever purpoagﬁ. -

C it is-not at.present any good.one." 65 .

o

In any.eaeﬁt, the loss of Rice's service was at

most' mapginal, but it did remove & constant source of

Temhzraéament whtch the Soéiety's épponents could exploit.

¢
- .

.-." ) -. . ‘ :
Further reversals also occurred during this period:

HS*L\*\\\ "The white residents of Windsor blocked
. T~ George De Baptiste's ( a mulatto, and
"~ " - caterer to Detroit's exelusive Boat Club),
. and renown abolitionist and Underground
-~~~ . 4.— ... Rallway conductor, Bibb's formal successor,
- and Head of ths-coloured Vigilance Committee

of Detroit, attamgy to purchase town lots
Tor the settlers.m 86

S Why De Bapfigte attempted to make this puréhasé does

- not seem clear. Bgiqf;in the days of the Sandwich Mission
had mentiomed prqvidigg'tawn lots for the settlers Hut this
1dea was aroppeﬁ,‘and no méntiPn was ygdé‘o? it during_tﬂe
Constitutional Coﬁy@ntion. 'Qﬁidently; th§'£dea was
:resurrbcfEdLiﬁ iggﬁi‘an@ 1t§ implemantation;was the apty of

De Baptiste. Despite its-failure;”itfﬁqeéwoffer further

'-ppbof ol the*ﬁkteﬁt of fgciéffprejudice existent in Windsor.

during this psriod.

- The finsl and cdﬁtiiest setback the Sociefy suffered
. o ' . W
was the resignatlion of Reverand James Theodore Holly.

thﬁtfbn;ng as either éésociaté edip@ridf the Voice or

85 William Pease, Black Utopia, p. 117.

. 86 Robin Winks, The Blacks In Canada, p. 207.
. . R -
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publicspokesman,‘ﬁe”had'BJlea‘vaIueble allf-and h£3'}oss f.i'al
would'be deeply felt, especially in the area of Negro | |
leadership. Why ﬁelly ﬂitﬁdfe; 1s not clear. A number of‘_.
ﬁossibilitiesddo sppear; Bibb's death may have relieved _

him from a sense of obligation to the Soclety; he may have

becoms disenchanted wit?\tqe direction and leadership of o
the organization~ he m;y have been spurred by Freeman's

defection and Rice's subsequent exposure; he may have felt

‘that Bibb's death had precluded that he,not Foote, should

assums the agent's position- finally he may 8imply have

wished to abandon a sinking ship. Nevertheless in 1855,

Holly visitqd Port-au-Prince Haiti, and following a year s
residence on that island, he became an ardent enthusiast B
for immigration there. Despite outspoken endqysements of
'the’agviseability of Haitlan immigration, his efforts for

" the. next four years proved‘fruitless. To his credit-though-}‘%

. . _ _
unlike Freeman, he did not join the ranks of the opposition.

)

Having examined the opposition from 1852 to- 185&,
a numper of conclusions can be draun. Initially the Society
had no member in its officlary the equal of Henry Bibb. In
”partial.refutation to M¢Arthur 8 claim that Bibb was despised
in the Negro community, he was a dynamic, respected qpokes-»
man not only in the Negro cam but also in white society.
His ‘talent for cajoling and rallying public opinion to

espouse ‘his cause became 1rreLlaceab1e after his death

'
4,
-
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The formetion of the warious snti Socigty organizations,
Such as the London Convention, the Provincial Union, and
evean the True _Bands, plus the defections of Freeman and
Holly, added to De Baptiste's 1gnomd}dous failure to

purchase town lots, are all evidence of this.

-

Secondly, the rampant racism as evidenced by reports

in the Essex Advocate, and the Canada Oak, De Baptiste s
failure, and the &dcounts of Mrs, Haviland reveal the hostile
>cond1tions the fugitives encountered. Supplied with only
the ciothes that. covered their bodies, uneduceted, ‘accustom-
ed to performdng only the most menial tasks and discouraged
from independent thought while in bondage, they came equlpped
. with;no merketeble 8kill. The labour  market they round was
already glutted by the enormity of their-own numbers fleeing
.to Canade.' Ideally most Negroes living rurther Inland
sdvoceted that they be left dependent on thelr own resources
almost 1mmediete1y after arrival. The realism of the
situatdon demanded immediate aid both in the form of material
.goods'but also in re-establishment and relocetion. Resident
Négroes recognized this phenomenon by orgenizing themselves
into selr;help groups called True Bands. Donald :Simpson
places this whole point in oerspective" o
"It is’ understandable oerhaos that the
blac in places like C ham and Toronto
took more 1dealistic position with regard
- to the treatment of the fugi?ives for these

people did not face the same problems that

A Bibb snﬂ his associates did. Windsor was
- .

o
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the front-line post for the reception of
the fleeing fugitives and for some time -
after 1850 they were faced with & Crises.” 87

*a [

366

- Thirdly, with the cessation of publication of the

Voice of the Fugitive, the Refugee Home. Society surrendered

the leadership in the formlation of Negro public opinion

to the Provincial Freeman. Its editors Mary Ann Shadd and
the‘Reverend‘Samuel Ringgold Ward were outspoken opponents,
and since they controlled the newé and the 1nteffretation

of that news, the-Socﬁggy had for all intents .and purpéses
lost the support of Negro publie opinion in the arsa. 'Despite

the fact thet Miss Shadd's editorials were' of ten unsubstant-

)

lated, dontradicﬁéry, and voorly documentated, anh based
arimarily upon guilt by associetion, no other, viable Negro
‘newspaper was extant in the area which could offer a counter

view.

Finally the year 185&; presented the most Qefious
tesﬁ for the Soclety's continuance. Paced ﬁith serious
defec;iohs, the death of its leader, and the organization
of hostile groups, the Sogiety's fortunes were Et thelr
“lowest ebb. Leadership passed into fhe hands of Reveraﬁa :
Chatles Curtis Foote. Faced with serious bppositiop from
its settlers over land policies, his immediate dictates

would determine the Soclety's future coursae. -

87 Donald Simpson, The Negroes In Ontario, p. 620,
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' . early ally and rriend of Bibb had been one of the first to

[

~ -

f

THE REFUGEE HOME SOCIETY: ITS ORIGIN

OPERATTON AND RESULTS, 1851 - 1876

-CHAPTER TIII

LAND RURCHASES AND LAND DISTRIBUTICNS

As stated Bibb had originally intended to purchase

a contiguous area, as in the case of the Sandwich Mission.

Since his plan was:nuch grander 1n scope, a purchase such

as the Elgin Association'a which was six miles:long and

three miles wide, was more akin to his thinking. By 1851

Negro 1eaderahip began to question the advisability of
exclusive conmunities, for they woulid retard the goal of

integration between the races. Samel Ringgold Werd an

foresee this.

"I d6 not agree with the policy of coloured
people settling themselves together. . . .
some of their white neighbgurs need to be
taught even the first ideas of civilization,
by being near to enlightened progressive
coloured peongg, such as“ere not few in

bt G&nada . @

" h ’ .
The sale of land in Essex County also discouraged

tha purchaee of large tract of compact land; for this could

have been possible only by combining a number of adjacent
tracts. Since some of these lots would have already been

taken, the expense of such a purchase would have “been

]

-

88 S. R, Ward, Autoblography of a Fugitive Negro, His Anti-
Slave Labours the United States; anada, and England,

1t

ack Snow, Toronto:1l eprinted Arnop- and- New
York Times, New'York.19ée p. 205. 23

1
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prohibitive. The Sociaty's financial condition was noty
conducive to such an initial cash outlay'either: Copsdﬁuantly .
the goal of settling the optimum number of settlers in the
ahortest time possible, replaced the:orevioua plan to delay.
purchase until_sufficiehﬁ,funds hadtzean'collected to enabls
the purchase of°a huge tract. This novel.system would
permit the Society to accumilate land piecemeal, wh'eraverca
& lot was for sale, and whenever the Society ha? sufficient
Ve funds’ for the purchase. Thus whether by accident or design,

the Soclety's land accumulstion did not form a compact

geographical area.

The first purchase, of -200 acres costing $610 from
Denise Lucy Boachette, was registered on 8 July, 1852, at °
the Essex oounty Registry Office, (Sg 392). 89 Ihé exact
date 0f possession is not kmown, either in the case of the
purchase or in fhe case of the fugitive's setflemenf, for
the Registry ngice records only the actual date the deaqf
was granted. The only priﬁarj-aource which could provide
this information, the records of the Refugee HoﬁaISociety,f
were elther destroyed or lost. Because of this unfoftunate
clrcumstance, the only sources available to this researcher
. were those of the Regist&y Offioe, and any-contemporarf
‘aocio economical or biographical data available for the
period. The inavailability of these records, also’ made the
' 89 A1l deeds are registered under Instrument Number, the
: name of the Copy Book, and the Township locale. Sp392
indicates Sandwich: Township, Copy Book B, Instrument

Number 392. Other entries will: be SE for Sandwich East
" and M for Maidstone.
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actual resesrch for the initial. purchase more difficult

" Sinée three quarters of the Soclety? s land purchases were -
all contracted within a twelve month period and since Bibb
did ﬁot print the actual locatlon of the land nor its -
seller, other methods were improvised to‘gather this data.
His clues that the land was in the Township of- Sandwich and
would’ settle_eight families, seemed to indicate a 200 acre
lot. This informetion was of little benefit for most
purchases were 200 acres and many were in Sandwich Tounship.

Benjamin Drew's report, A North-Side View of Slavery,

published in»1856 provided the Tirst oositive lead. John
.Martin one ‘of the Society's settlers with 20 acres, 9 haa
in 1855 been farming for three years. This information
1_wou1d trace his initial settlement to 1852,_end estabiish hia .
as one of the Sociéty's earliestxtenants. John Martin's
farm yas listed among the farms of a 200 acre lot comprised
of -lot numbers 125 end 126,'on the Third Concession of
Sandwich East (S.E.g57). These 200 acres were originally
_Vowned by Miss Bouchette, who in turn sold them to Henry Bibb .
and George Cary, trustees of the Fugltives! Union. Follow-
ing the amalgamation of the Fugitive Union with the Refugee
Home Soclety, this tract was trsnsferred to Horace Hallock
and Edward C. Walker, trustees for the Society on 27
January, 1853 (S.¢153). On the same day this trsnsferral

90 Benjamin Drew, A North-Side View of Slave , John P,
Chewett and Co., Bostont1856. Reprinted by Johnson

Reprint Co., New York:1968, p. 335.

" The actugdl deed listed his acreage at 22, but this discrepancy

will be explained later. Since Appendix B, lists all the

deeds -in reference to date, size, cost, and location, hence-

forth only the instrument number will be quoted.

»
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whs transacted, Hallock and Walker acting as the Society's

purcﬁasing agents, were deeded 29 acres from Michael Martin,

. - .
Sisting of parts of lots 126 and 127 on Concession 3, - ’
'V costing £30 M (5.3562). Besides John Martin (S.E.g57), @ -
“ . - .

this 229 acfé package would also provide a home for Thomas
Coombs (S.D97§), Labin Co?lins (S.E.EIB), Jessie Stomers
(S.E.EGB), Sarah Ann C;::ok (S.E.Enai, Allen Johns;;r;.(s.E.Elm),'
Henry Cooper (S.E.gl68), Granville White (S.E.EIBB),“and
others. Others hencerortﬁ will mean various-landowners of
whlch some question@xists as to wﬁepher-;ﬁﬁijw;re'actual
Hegro fugitives; whether they were black; oriﬁﬁether they had
already receilved their allotment of 25 crés.frgm fhe Society.
These occurred’during and afﬁef the‘CiJzi War so they will
he dealt with later in the presentation. The nameg8 of the
roads in this p;rticular section of Essex Cgunty have under-
gone consliderable change in the pefioa'betwee 1850 and
'1973. A slight digression at this point, wguld facilitate
understanding for the remainder of this chapter. Tecumseh .
Road at vérious times during this period has been named .
Concession 1, Concession 2, and Highway 39. Base Line Road
(fhe highway the Windsor City Alrport 1is situated today),

has been. called Concession 2, Concessior 3, and Highway Zﬁm'

91 Bibb recorded that the initilal purchase. cost $610. In
the Reglstry Office it 1s listed as £150. Assuming that
$10 were for registry fees and other incidentald, then the
pound was equal to approximately $j. To facilitate
computation of any purchase, this arbitrary figures will be
used? This figure, we believe will be reliable for all - (]
conversion tables because all land purchased were under-
taken within a four year period, with the vast majority
 within eighteen months. The fluctuations in the pound- ¢ L
dollar ratio, would not for our purposes, be sufficient ?
to destroy the basic reliability of such a conversion s
rate. Therefore, Michael Martin's purchase .of 30 would
convert to $120. , I ’ .
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Mﬁidstone will solve this puzzlea- In Saﬁdwich East the

L 39.-"

Goncessions run east-west commencing from the Detroit River,

-

while in Mhidstone they run north-south beginning at the

Belle River and numbering westward towards Windsor. The

Heidstone situation is eufficiently elucldated by the map
«1in Appendix A Sendwich East however, is’ more complex.

Citing the examole of Windsor, wyandotte Street was

Concession One, Tecumseh Road Concession Two, Third Con-
cession and its extension E. C. Row - Concession Three, and
Cabana Road as Conceseion'Four. Unforé&nately the
geographic composition of“Sandeich East did not lend itself
to such an ideal division. As reconded in all the Sandwich

East Abetract.Indexes; two different surveyors, Iredell
and HpNiff, both had different conceptions of the correct
numerical sequence of these concessions.' MCNiIff's survey
-added one extra concession to Iredell, that is, Iredell'
second conceseion wass¥PNiff's third and 80 on. A possible
explanation of this incompatability might be that in

Windsor, Wyandotte Street remains sufficiently distant from

.. the Detroit River to warrant its maintaining a,Condession

status. In Sandwich East though the shoreline recedes and

_where H?andotte ende at the Little River, "1t 1s only a short

distance from the shoreline. Possibl% Iredell considering
that Wyandotte ended and becauSQ'of its proximity to the
Detroit ﬁiver, rejected it_as.his'First Concession, .and '

v . - ‘ ’

4
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designated Tecumseh' Road as Number One. E. T, Row followed
as Concession Two,_so the Baae Line Road became Concession
Three,’or Hig;hway 2 until a recent change. MON1fT in all .
probability, projected anndotte Road eastward and that
line was still regarded as Concession One. Tecumseh Road
was Concession-Two, E, C. Row wa Concession Thfoe, and "the
Base Line as éoncession Four, Until reoentlj the numbering
3ystem of the bdgh#ays Wwere haphazard for,Tecumsehfhoad
which was further north and therefore rmch closer to the
river was Number 39, the Base Line further south from the
“river was Number 2 The Essex County Road Cormission
rectified these inconsistegi by adopting MCNiff's survey and

has renamed Tecumseh Road as No. 2 and the Base Line as

County Road h2 which later becomes. Highway Lo,

Luckily the Essex County records state which
Surveyor they were using and.on“fhe wﬁole they quoted Iredell.
Anofher fortunate circumstance was’that both Iredell and  °
MCNiff concurred as to the .correct sequential numafation of
‘the lot numberS'runﬁing‘eéot-weat As a point of reference,
the. present day Lauzon Road was flanked by lots 126 and 127,
so the Society s first purchase was at the corner of where
Lauzon Road intersects County Road 42. So long as the
source listed which surve& ﬁhey employodfthe exact location
was fairly simple but infsome cases, the author was forced
to guess at what survey[was cited. As an example, the -

Little River Baptist Cthoh;Laa located at the corner of the

' o i
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Little River and the Second Concession. Since the Little
River does not interest the Base Idne, by elimination then
; MPNifr's survey wah being quoted. From this, the ohurch
uaq\located on’ Tecumseh Road, situated'anywhere between
Lauzon Road and the Little River - a distance of about 50

ysrds.

Another problem encountered by this researcher, was
that the number of" scres deeded was’ nothalwsys compatible
wWith the number or acres purchased. ‘This disparity can be
attributed to two reasons. Deeds were not necessarily.

‘registered and if the initial purchaser did not resell the
land "to someone who later did register it the ngme of the
1n1tia1 owner would be lost. Proof Qr this wes the recqord ,
or Hsidsbone E 1463, registered 22 February, 1872. One
Joseph O*Briant sold 25 acres to George Hashington consist-
ing .of part of lot 13, Goncession 2. This whole lot of 200
acres was originally owned by the Society and all but these
25 acres are accounted for. By deduction either O'Briant,
or whoever sold him the land, rmst have purchased,the land
from the Society.l Judging that O'Briant is not a surname
commonly associated with the Negro commnity, we assume

PR

Mphat Joseph O'Briant wss not the original purchaser,

,,Consequently he bought the lot from one of the Society ]

| settlers whose name seems lost. In s case such as this where
the section originally belonged to one ouner, sufh an

- Investigation can be undertaken, but where numerous owners

re-
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appear, such a deduction becomes virtuaiiy_inposqiﬁle;?f - ‘
‘The.eecond'cause which created a“§i§¢$a§ancy; wes'that‘
original surveys were not-always eccurate. With aubaeqnent
corrections a landowner could elther galn or lose a few )
acres. John Martin according-to his own édmission to Drew,
thought he owned only 20 acres, yet in the deed issued him _
on 18 September, 1861 22 acres were quoted. If one of -the
Soclety's settlers gained two acres, it would also seem ’
reasonable that some settler would lose an equal numbey else-~

vwhere. e .

The Society 8 second purchase was from Jamee Dougall
and %ife on L October, 1852 ’The,parcel contained 350 acres
comprised of 150 acres from the esatern section of lots 119 -
‘and 120 on' the Third Concession and 200 acres from lot 17
on the Ninth CoEcession in Maidstone. The total purchase
cost was 5?19%_3/ - ;773, (S.gl34). Of these lots nurber 119
and 120 seemed to attract no settlers, for in 1863 during
‘the American Civif*War, when the Society -} liquidation .was

already In process, these 1otﬁ were sold to Edmund Brown :

Tor an aggregate total of $490. Of this sum $90 was’ designated

for lot 119 and 400 for®lot 120. (S: E.Elsh.) Lot 17. however
eventually afforded deeds o§,25 acres to Alfred Thomas

Lo

(S.pb59), Washington Smith (S.E. E318) Lewis Paine (S.E.gl416),"
James MCFarlane (S.E.g36), Edwin St:oward (S E 3666)

1

others. €y

-1
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' On 27 Nove;;;;?\of the same year, Denis Ouellette

" sold 100 acres: of tﬁ; South’hslf of Lot 9 on the East Side

. ?I‘ -Pike Creel; (River Aux Peches) forfhl 5 - %166, |
(M'A277) Thie property also appegred to attract little
(interest for. it was not untdl 25 September, 1866 ‘that
William Lamrie purchased ?6 scresQ(M.c729) and Alexander L.
Jones Esquire of Detroit a horse’ farmer, purchased 2& acres,

\\fM-0861)-~ Jones appears to have been a land ‘speculator for
he owned large sections or land throughout Maidstone and- -
soon thereafter bought out Lauriet's 76 acres.

_ As ‘the yeer of 1852, drew to a close the Socliety was
-holding in. tmist approximately 696 acres of land Tincluding
Hioheel Msrtin's purchaee), having been acquired at a totel
cost. of;fhlh 8 ($1659) which averaged ou to’ approximetely

- $2.39 an acre, : : | T ) .

¥
According to Henry Bibb's report of 12 October, 1852,

A2 families had taken up residence, and had already cleared
50 acres while Mrs, Havilend provides further insight as
- to their activities. Besides the improvements in their

homes, she edded that- T _
"The settlers had built for themselves small

log houses, and gleared from one to five -
acres each on their heavily timbered land, L
and raised corn, potatoes, and other gerden . -
‘vegetables. A few had put ‘in two or three

acres of whegt, and were doing quite well

for their rirst year." 92 :

a .

92

L

| :‘92 Laura S;:Hasiland;il Woman's Life Work, p.r 192. ‘



, Beginning on 1 February, 1353, and purchaeing was'
shifted to high gear. Aptlng through the agency cr their
treasurer Hallock, and their auditor Walker, in whcse names

. all Society land would be deedgd within a short span of
three mon

8, the purchase of approximately 1185 acres cost--
- .'ingﬁjoa 3 6 (92810 approximately), was undertakdn. These
. . 'all from Alonzd Reid (Reed), ‘a lumber merchant,
'except for.a small 200 acre section. This excepticn however,
on 1 February, 1853, Hés from Reed and two partners, John |
‘; .; - MOAlister and - Eldridge Merrick. ‘That tract was made up of
lot 13 .o the Fifth Concessioz\(m. Aaos) That purchase plaa
one ~week previously ‘of 158 . acres from lot lh on the Fifth .

"Concession (M. p204), totalled 358 acresy. coatingj€233 15, h

'.(¢892) The first or February also saw a total ofé£b65 12. 6 ’

SR (%1060}, allocated for the purchase of ‘another h25.acnes.-

a The 125 acres of lot 11, 150 acres of lot 12(M.A233), and ™\
150~ +8cres of lot 1y, (M.B333), a11 in the Second Concesaion )

- - ',made up thia parcel. 'The last purchase was h02 acres,

,“costingEfZIh.lo ($856) for 152 acrea from Lot 11, Fourth

Lo Gonceseion (M.A216) and 250 acr43 from Lot ? on the East Side

- of. the Puce River. It appears t t Alonzo Reid was a 1and

Y

o > P' speculator, yet his total package, averaging approximqtely
';st'-\ 1,‘$2 30 an- acre, was cheaper on the average per acre by almOSt
; o . . . -“
i ' ten cents, than the Society s firat purchaae., S
: ‘ ~ v " . . v"‘"

Since th?g rep;eaented the majoritgfof'land the

_Society was to purchase, it is understable ‘that the aajori;y’/
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" heirs (M.5580), Abaalom.navels (M.c60L), Lewis Lucas (M.phi82)

-

of its settlere'would 5186 come from these areas. Among
them were John Miller (M.B237), John Walle (M 3368) ‘Golson
W. Canadey eometimes written Canada (M. D1336) Benjamin

,Gooden (M.5228), James Shye (M. E1673) John Ward (M.g58lL),

James Henry Holland (M.D1335) »girs. Mergeret More and four

’
‘and maqyeothere; In 811 at. leest'fifty'families settled in t
these tracts. All or the,purchaees from Alonzo Reid were Iin.
the\vioinity of the Scotch Settlement, situated on the shores
of: Lake St .Clair 1n the Townehip of Meidstone, some 1h
miles east of Windeor. ‘Maleolm Wallace who traces his own

) 'ancestry to this aree deecribes that:

- ~ "The settlement proper extended from
' Concession 6, commonly known .as the
Wallace Line, to Concession 7 ¥nown as
the Martinddle Line (Patilloc Road today),
‘and_consisted. of four lots of: 200 gcres.
each, . . Many Scotich fami;ies however who
‘Were living on the . . ."Puce River, a mile -
to.the east and even eome west of Pilke ,
Creek, thought ‘of themselves as part of the
" Scotch setflement. . . .. By the 1850's ., ...

(there wds) a large Negro populetion along
the Baseline and South of" it. 93

Regardiné this;group 7 Negroes, John Walls was ohe

.of the eari at eettlers, and one - of the moet succeserul

(‘-

ﬂe recorded 1n The True Royaliet and Weekly IntelligeQAEg

‘a. Negro newspaper published by Reverend AR Grean, 8

g Britieh,Neﬁhodist/Episcopel minister, “thn Walie was born .

"a elave in North Ceroline.. Following. his master's death

L)
L

"93 MEloolm wallace, The Negroes, in “The Scotch Settlement",

$. 173 0 | P )
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in ofraround 1854. He married the mastér'é ﬁ;fe,_who'had
hereto?ore been the mistreess o% the house and mother of

.- three white daughters, and migfatedfto Canada;”‘ggrgggvid
.P. Botsford, long time curator ét Ford ‘Malden, sﬁated that,
"From this union sprang three sons, .all oILyhgg became -

.successful farmers and Mrs. Wall's white d;;gﬁtefagreﬁ up

to marry Negro husbands." 95 ' - o

John Walls!’ Family also proved ‘to be_the Sociétyjs

prime- example of thewsufficiené& of 25 3°3§3 to afford the

- . r
) ’

94 The True Royalist and Week ¥y Inteliigencer, Vol. I, No. ly,

) §OZEEy, 1880, p. 1, Col. ' o ‘ : ‘
The paper printed in Windsor on Goyeau Street either diegd
"quickly or only a few coples have survived as witnessed
by the fewness of its numbers -at Ford Malden National
Miseum. It is interesting that the paper- should begin
publicatlon around the time the Provincial Freeman“ceased
around. 1859, Since this had been the pattern with The _
Voice of the itive, and The Freeman, one might, conclude
that the Negro reading public was not.sufficiently large
to warrant two newspapers publishing simil{anecusly, and
comg;tinngor the same patrons. : ~ '

Rev.''A. R. Green was also worthy of note. Hs' appears  to
heve been an American who had been appointed on the A.M.E,
committee to review the Canadisn request- for Separation 7
-to form the independent B, M. E. Ghurch. (D.A, Payne, The
History of the A. M. E. Church Vol., I, P.~335). . Following
the separation he.remained in Canada serving under the
episcopacy of Willis Nazrey. Disenchanted, in 1863 he
formed the Independent Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada.

(Cpper Canada's Queen Bench Vol. b, p. 328), with himself
belng elected Dishop. WIith his resignation in 1876, the
movement almost perished, and some trustees as quoted -in
the case, Coleman et. al. vs, Moore et. al., engaged in-a
legal battle evolving around the divisiorn of assets.
Evantually the members of the Congregation Joined other
denominations such aa the B.M.E., A.M.E;, but the ma jority

joined the A.M.E. Zion Church.

95 David P| Botsford, "John Walls Family", Botsford Genealogy
" Flle, Fdrt Malden_National Miseum: Amheratbupg,:pr 196.
i
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‘his financial and propriet

| costing $75, when the S ciety was liquidating its assets he

y land today still stands g two storey, frame building, which

79

fugitive & start from which. t

ough industry, he could expand
situation. Eventually he
bought mqre 1and in the ne ghbouring ares;, totalling nearly o

P

100 acres. Besides the iginal 25 acres ‘alloted to him . N

purchased another 25 acres which cost $150 (M. C725) On this \

even though abandone for' years ‘and cOnsidering modern ;]
housing séendards,/ﬁould still be considered’ impressive.,- ///

Larry Wallﬁ, a greﬁt grandson andﬂpresently a farmer on the

original 1ahd, si#ted in an terview that this abandoned

1fice was: once coated with brick Once the!house was
abandoned the bricks were removed and uSed to construct an

aunt's well 96

Further/ vidence of the Walls'ﬂfamily'q relative

afrluence is t‘e small private cemetery about 100" yards from

. the Puce Road adjacent to the Puce River about a mile fro

Highway lp2. Today it 1is cordoned .off by a rusty wire fence

which:has fallen down in Places. According to Larry Whifg,

w

the oemetery has other families in it but this resesarcher . ™

4

96 This reaearcher extends his- ‘gratitude to Larry Walls, = . b

iy Mrs. Genevieve "Allan Jones, and Mrs. Florence

my Holland for their courtesy and aid upon béing inter-

. viewed. All three are descendants oY oricinal settlers of

. the Societ Mrs. Allan Jones ‘(nee Scott s, was born 7 o
October, 1%87 at Elmstead (East Pike Cresk Road). Mrs.
Holland (nee Scott} was born in. 1890 _at>the cormer geﬁ
Ninth Concession and Highway L2. Spep¥sal thanks a
extended to Mrs, Holland for allowing nie access to the
Baptist Churéh Sunday School Regiater of 1880, )

3
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]

was only able to distinguish‘tne names of John Walls 1818-
1905; Mary E. Walls 1849-1923; David Walls 1860-1947 and

‘wife Clara 1857-1918; and Henry Walls 1854-10L5. This

cemetery, which no doubt had been reserved at the.experss
of needed farm land, indicates further that the Walls!'

family had indeed elevated themselves above thelr humble

origin, The headstones olaced:over thelr graves were bigger

~and more ornate than the other tombstones in the cemetery.

Sincé theSe stones have been able to resist the erosioﬂ of
"time, as witnessed by the still discernable,inscriptions.
In.contrast the otners have faded Jadly. Tﬁis’would indicate
that.these.stones.hed been.ef Superior quality and

consequently costlier.

Being devout Church members, the Walls clan also.
became prominent in the 1ay officialdom of the Puce Baotist
Church. According to Mrs. Holland John Walls loaned the
Puce Baptist. hurch the funds to buy out the interest.the
British Hathodist Eoiscopal Church had on’ the building The

Walls family was but one exanule of the industry and

" independence demonstrated by some of the settlers who joined

the home Wallace reports thet *it was commonolace for
Negroes, striving to-accumulate capwtal to serve as a

labour force Tor thelr white neighbours. They could be seen:
' ". . . ten or a dozen Negroes. « ¢ in

a cornfield where they were husking' corn,

singing plantation melodies, and keeping

agr
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up small fires to £00k their dinners. Moet
‘'of the older men and women had been slaves
and helped to spread in the commmnity a

first hand acquaintance with slavery. . ."™ 97

Wallace also felt that this soecial interaction forced

. by a labour shortage in this farming community during

harvest time, lessened the tension between the two races,’
and was conducive to a more congenial and harmonious

relationship:
", . . In the unabounded democracy of the
farm community, the Negro hired help
occasionally ate their meals with the white R
-employees, though not. always. This inter- :
+ action also led to an occasional admittance
of a Negro child into the white school.™ 98 .

Ed
.

He cautioned however, that beyond this, the colour -

_ bar wes fixed. . The -year 1853 was one of the. Society's most

productive.. It,held 1n trust anproximately 161! acres uhile
many of its settlers through personal frugality, industry,. |
and sacrifice were well on, the road to a successful re-~
location. Fred Landon, quoting the*G&nadian Anti- Slavery
Report of that year recorded that,-"600 acres had been taken
up". 99 gviding_ these into 25 acre farms, the minimum‘
number of fugitive families would be 2l,. GConsidering that
some lots were not‘25 acres, then the number of families
wae‘greater. ; | |

97 Malcolm Wallace, The Scotch Settlement, D. 195

98 Op. Cit:, p. 196. |
99 Fred Landon, Agriculture Amoqg_ygggo Refugees in Uooer

Caneda, p. 7. Reprinted from The Journal of Negro Histery,
Vol, XXI NOh 3, July 1936, ..

o
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The next] year proved to be quite the opposite. The
upheavals of the various Anti -Soclety organizations sponsored
and led by Miss Shadd; the filasco resultant frém DeBaptiste ]

attempted purchase of town lots; the embarrassment of Rice's

exposure followéd by the Drestige lost by the defection of

‘both Holly and Freeman; coupled with the 1nestimable loss

¢

of Henry Bibb; was't&,prove a year of near disaster. Since

these points have dlready-been discussea.in etall, and

" since the lend policies, proposed 1n 184, should be

‘evaluated on their own merlt, this discussion will only

centre uDJn the reviseéd land. policies oroposed The only

| quelification to this omission, is that the Society 8" oublic

relaetions snd the leadership 8 abllity to gauge the ‘extent
of hostility must be consid\rqd. Otherwise a fruitful

evaluation would be improbable.

Perhaps deluded by the success of/ 1853, the Society

. qulckly contracted further odrchPses. On 12 June, 1854,

'S

James MCG1i1] Desrivieres sold the Society 153 %;res, compruq-
ing of part of Lot 11, Fifth Concession, costingifﬁlh 15 -

- $hs6, (M. 4283). "Later in the year, on'T November, Thomas
-Brock Fuller trensferred a Dackage of 90 acres, composed -

of 40 acres from lot 7 on the Eest Side of the Puce Hiver,loo'

and 50 acres rrom 1ot 12, SeFond Concession.. This total

parcel costlfl23 4 - 8493 (M'A307) " The reasons for these' e

pnrchases are not clear, Judging by the number of'%acant lots

'
.

L mw
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the' Soclety still had 1ﬁ 185&, no immediate need for their
purchase seemed evident. The most plausible reason, seems
. that the Negroes, like the whites appegred clannish in
nature. - The Negro was not keen in Eecominé a'precedent i*
seftlér.by mbbing into a tofally white or he;rly alllwpita

" ferming comﬁuﬁity. Clear evidence of this was that the

" Soclety's land in . Sandwich E st, alﬁhough closer to Windsor

‘.

and thersfore more accessible to the Detroitf rkefs, was -

.mainly empty, while the landé in Maidstone,”though further

distant from markets, were more highly. garded. -The only
advantage Maldstone held over Sandwich East was the already

thriving Negro commmnity established there. The So;}hpy o

- ot

¢

100 William Pease, Black Utopia, p. 113, and later quoted by )
~ Simpsen, Negroes.Im :Ontario, v. 60L, reported. . . . . STt
_ By 1855 half of ‘the 2,000 acres purchased.had been resold
.~ - and homes had begn provided for close to 150 settlers.
" A few years later the Soclety bought a 290 acre block of .
land from Horace Hallock along the Puce River east of
Windsor where there was already a thriving -commnity of
- Negroes.'. . ." Evidence in the Registry Office refutes’
that Hallock or Walker sold any land to the Society or
that the 290 acres was a compact sale. In fact, as has
been ‘shown by (M.p307), and {M.5216), the lot was . .
comprised of two distinct purchases. GConfusion whether .
Hallock -and Walker were the purchasers or sellers is :
quite understable. Sometimés the seller {Grantor) and '
the buyer (Grantee) are reversed in order appearing in
-the Indexes or even in the alvhabetical listings. of the }
5021 Books. :;fhe actual instrument or rechecking the
Indexes to the original owner would establish the '
correc¢t Grantor,
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realizkg thls Dreference annears to have actively sought
out lots in the Maidstone area as proven by the fact that
“all purchases that year were in that area. The wisdom of .

“"this thinking was soon apperent for there seemed 1ittle

.difficulty in contracting these lots. MCGi11Ts 153 acres

were deeded to Benjamin Gray (M.p235); J. B. Holliday
(Miplljo), William Tolover (1M.gl552), Lewis J. Carter
(*.pl3L46), and others. Further mention of the settlers from
the two Fullef sections, einee they -ad joined prefious

‘ . 0
purchases from.Alonzo Reild, is unnecessary since they were

- -already mentioned in that connection,

~ This new found formula to attract fugitive settlers

wis not wit? a price though. As the Socilety jﬁdged the
dealrability of(fhese lots so did the Grantors "Fuller's

oack e fory90 acres wasg?l23 L - ($u9h) A per aere cost

"of nearly wS.SO, an incred;ble figure considering nurchases:

" the year before averaged only $2.30. MCG1ll's and Brock'

purchases totalled together were 2,3 acres costingszBT 9 -

(§952). This ner acre cost 1s a more reaaonable $3.10, i&et

still early 75 cents greater than the -purchases of the

first two yeeys. Since the cbst of this land was éreater
ice

pr
than the nrevious purchases, consequently the sale would

»

 d1s0 be hi;her This added expense would p nce undue- strain

\

on the new settler. To ease his vayments, it was rumored

that a provosal placing 8 retroactive increase of four
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ro
" H

shiilings on the Society's settlers would help redress the
e o
balance. It was further crooosed that this increase could

be justified under theruse of a new survey. It alsoc appears"

' £

that some settlers were not too industrious and the rlearance,
of their land was slow: John Martin, renorting firom

Sandwich East, thought his eight acres to be the most land
’-cleared by any settler on the Home This conjecture, how-
ever, does not avpear saccurate. The report of Bibb in

1852, the annual revort of 1853, and the example of John ‘
Walls, and the Maldstone group, indicate that some_settlere
had cleated ccneiderably more. Martin's error, however ,
seemed understandable considecing the distance. and leck of

communication separating the settlers of the'Home.

£

To counteract th}is laxity some settlers*were disclay-
ing, it was proposed to revert tc the orlginal time 1iﬂit cf
two years grace for the clearance of the original five acres.

aleo arose ..

'Some question’ whether the settlero would ever receive deeds
for Fhe;r.lands. Th;s qupstton of ownership plus the
proposed tetroactive price increase and land policies
produced immediate reeistahce. Pred;ctably Misg Shadd was
-qulek to print these rumours. Of co;rse with her previous
nqﬁrtcire of charges claiming the chruptness of the apents,
theqtyraﬁnical leand policies, and the redundancy of the |

Soclety itself, these new Jand policles only reinforced her

previous beliefs of the undesirability of the Soclety it- ':z .

. . P ’ K
. . - . . ~ . .
L. . .
. .
. - f '
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self, Ig/ger estimetion the cessatlon of such’'a group would

be a yéicomed circumstance. Trus to the Provincial Union's
' o Lo o

gim of expasing-the "un just 1 putations, reflections, and

ldesigq;/of many in the United‘States and, this country,"” the

PrOw{gcial Freemen printed an|almost continual tirade of

attacks from 185l to 1857 ‘These editions carried editorials

. | i . .
of agents receiving 25 per cent cormission instead of the 20

W

per ceﬁ? reported by Ward, and once she tripled Ward's figure:

and, : ' o
"Accused the agents’ of retaining up to

63 per cent of the contributions for them-
Selves. . . . at oné point all but one
agent, Charles G Footg had to be dismiss-
ed for malfeasance." 101 .

S this time
Unrlike her prevéous attacks, even the Soclety's

‘setﬁlers were in open opposition. Thomas Jones, not a Soclety
settler recorted to Senjamin Drew:

"Some of 'the dissatisfaction exists because
ar. advshce made of four shillings an acre for
surveylng, althougch®the land has already been
Surveyed once. The refugees all refused to
pay it. They were to clesnr up the five acres
in three years. They have altered the - .
constitution bringing it down to two years.
Some had not been on 3 years but went with
that understanding. Alterations were made, .
too, enlarging the size of the houses. One

of them has left the lands in consequence

and more talk of doing so. They doubt about

getting deeds, and they begin to think it is

a humbug. The restrictions in regard to liquor,

and not selling under so many years, nor the .

power to will his Property to hias friends,

only to his children, if he have any, make

them dissatisfied. They waent to do as they

please. If they want to exchange and get a

bigger pl&cef they want to do i1t without be-

ing cramped." 102 -

- 101. William Pease, Black-Utobid: p. 117. > s
102 Benjamin Drew., A North-Side View of Slaue;y, p. 327,

s
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Jones, despite a bitter analysis recarding the
quality of the settler which the Society attracted, which ' .
wlll be examined later, appears to have written a faiply
| accurate apprgé;al of the temper&&nt‘of the day.'AHis
statements are S§rroborated by John XYartin:

"The land wes to be baucht et the original

" price, but they bought more land at a higher
rate .end wanted to average it on all alike.
The old settlers are digsatisfied and will
probably lesve, if thisd: is enforced. Except
for the threatened raise in price, those
around me well satisfied with thelr homes
+ « « The vprospect i1s that if the new
arrangements about the nrice are given up,
the settlers will go on clearing, and progress
in the best way we can. I believe the lands
will be taken up and the colored people have
good farms here." 103 '

5 . |
The Society wisely assessed that the retroactive

‘ , 3 :
cost increase was more dgclisive an issue to the settlers than

the redliction of grace in clearing the land. Following this

conclusion the latter wes lecislated while the former was

rescinded. '‘Thé new tenanﬁs howeéer were not| forced t? bearj
the highgr cosé of.thgsé ourchases. Their c ﬁtract orice

of §75 was~the sere amount ds was pald by th first seftlers,
This would indicate that the Society itself bbre the -

financial loss. ' . :

The absence of Spcietj'records makes 1ﬁ'impossible to
determine either who originated these new propbsals or when

they were proposed. Such a fact could exgiii::whether they

were Henry Bibb's last acts, whether they we: proposed



-ourchaee of the land was regrettable in 1itselr. Fﬁrther

88

Fl

during the state of Tlux accompanying the changeover” in

adership, or whether they were the Foote regime 'S firet

_offivial acts. These records could also answer whether the

town lots were an independent\proposal or designed to ~8ssuage
the settlers!' ruffled feelings\ﬁhich these novel measures
wo%ld ca"se. Despite thils handicap a number of conclusions
are still nossible. Initially, it would tend to indicate

that .the Society's ability to gauge popular sentiment was:

»

noor. Considering the hostile atmosphere prevalent in lBSu,_

£

unpopular retroactive proposals were 111 conceived. The
Society s alm to encourace additionel industry and ease
conditions for new settlers was noble, however their intended
aim was not produced. The resultant resistance only further

inflemed already hostile publie ooinion. Secondly the

land wasg trneceseary esoecially at the increased cost which'
w%ﬁ b g‘asked The disparity in eelling price would
detract fron its attrectivenesc, consequently aettlement
would be very slow. To keep thé price at oar either the,
SOciety or.the older settlere would have to redress the

i

balanee. Neither alternative was appealing.

s .

The lerality of these retroactive measures are also
susoect Lepal alteration was ooesible-by the Article 16
of the Constitution.: Whether these revisions were binding

[

to previous contracts is’ queationable. Disregarding the

o
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constitutionality‘of thdse measures, they were wfair to the
original settlers who had’ entered upon a- contract in good
faith and planned their land clearance schedule accordingly.
Even though most had cleared more than t eir flve acres long
" before fthe dead1ine date,dthevloafers were st11l legally
entitled to that- period regardless of“their versonal laxity.
. . Even though 2 yearsrﬁae still superior to the government's

{ requirem of five acres per year, the easy terms of the A:
; three'year. period had been one .of the inchements the Societﬂ
lands ‘had. offered This revelat\Bn regardirg the’ aoparent
facility with*which the Society could impose retroactfve'

o
\\) measures, would ‘make future settlers skeotica&“ebout such an.
undertaking. ' |

Ful

The measures did produce some positive results
though. * Some 1oafers‘foreseeing the improbability of meet -
inp the deadline used this. opportunity to leave their lots.ﬂ

" . Those who left provided an equally satisfactory solution

for both parties For" themselves, the Executive Committee

to\be worth. " With th*s moRey they could Qstablish themselves

- penniless state. The Society on the other hand, was -able. to

avoid further Dublic uproar when they would necessanily have

N -
had to eiect these delinquent settlenrns, Thelr self-removal
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pa in off their land in 1860 nearly a vear before”ertin
ying Yy N

i

aiée saved‘the Society‘any further embarrasgment or strife
dueito tﬁeir‘preeeﬁee. The‘settlers that remeined epnearA
te'hete been caught ut in this new-snirit of 1ndustry. EVene
though John Martin was the leading land clearer in his- srea,

two neighbours Thomas Coombs and. Labin Collins, finished

This distinction aooears to. be of dubious velue however, for
it could be arguéd equelly successfully that oerhans these

farmers strove to complete their ayments to escape furthern

) uncertainty regarding future alter tions. Nevertheless

..,

185&, despite all the upheavels, was a fairly successful
year settlement wise. The Society S acreage had increased

to 1676 from 1&33- the land contracted rose from 600 acres

to lOOO- while its noouletion rose to approximetely. 150

{

comnrised of lj0 families, ennincrease of 15 families from
the previous.year. . e ' i //'*

v
-.‘

Perhaps the mo t benefit derived from thé land prolicies

of 185&, was the lesgon 1t provided for the officers. Never

egain would these errors e repeated. On 1 April, 1856,
James. MCG1i11 Deerivieres sold the Society another 75 acres,

consisting of part of Lot 7 en the West Side of the Puce’

"River. This time though the price was§i30 - @120, per acre

average of only $1.60. This price represented the 1owest‘pef
acre average of any purchase the Soclety contracted. A

month and a halfr 1ater,fMary E. Bibb, Henry's widow and an
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X —

,L/eiF@fficer of the Socisty harself, transferred. 200 acres
located on Lot 13, éecend ?oncessidn;iforgiﬁoo - $400.
This purchase'aVafaged $2 an acre. Mary Bibb's sale ré;
presented the Soclety's last acquisition of land.. Some
farmers settling in these last two lots were Noah Graves
(1 H.c928), John W. N. Glenn (M. 0805) Israel‘Hooker‘ (4.497),
Lewis Jackson .(M.z98), and others. The econbmic condition
'these new farmers inherited was the most favourable of ‘any
that the other Soclety settlers- round. Thanks to the’
Reciprocity Treaty passedq in 1855, which allowed Canadian
agricultural products into the United S;ates duty free,
Neil‘ﬁj Vorrison recorded ". . . in Mareh, 1855, Essex
County farmers were finding a market in Detroit for their
wood and hay.™ 10&

104 Neil F. Morrison, Garden Gatewa to Canada - One Hundred
Years of Windsor and Essex Count
ess, Toronto:19 - 26,
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THE RERUGEE HOME SOCIETY: ITS ORIGIN
OPERATION AND RESULTS, 1871 W 1876

CHAPTER 1V ’

THE OPPOSITION OF 1857, THE QUESTION OF
BEGGING, AND FINAL LAND DISTRIBUTION

Mary Ann Shadd Cary's aimonious attacks upon the ~

Refugee Home Soc1ety printed in the columns of The Provincial

Freeman 1n the previous four Years, desplte their Severity,
could be termed mild in comparison to the ‘quantity and
quallty of the crltlclsms she printed in I857, Quoting a
report Foote sent in November 1856 to _the American

-~

Missionary, the official organ of the Amerlcan M1551onary

' Association, Mrs. Cary (formerly Miss Shadd) in February

1857, began her attacks anew. From this report Miss Shadd

commented "C. C. Foote, when not out begging, lives in
Detroit, keeps a depository of clothes, and other valuables...

and makes the antl-slavery public belleve through the

.'cqlumns of 4+he American Mlsslonary, that he is keeping the

105
coloured people of Canada by means of their donationsh

Having established the theme of her editorial, she

continued with the usual charges of 25 per cent commission .
and the corrupt practices of the agents’ and the officers,
Unlike her previous attacks new claims were introduced:

Teeo(we) defy genuine Philanthropists to prove to ‘the -

¢
105 Provincial Freeman, Vol. 111, No..26, 21 Feb.,1857 p.2,co1.1
~==-incial Freeman ,
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contrary after having investigated the matter thoroughly,
not” simply depending upon the names of the parties favouring:
or concerned in the same.... -nor by examining any books that
may be kept for that purpose. T ‘ .

. ‘ «++0f the tons we may safely say of clothes contri-
“buted the worst specimens mostly, and but little has reached
them and so well was Mr. Foote's custom in this respect known
that Mrs. Haviland took back to Detroit a box sent out at
one time because the clothes were too good and. said, "Brother
Foote had Certainly not asserted them before sernding them." .
Why did Mrs. Havilamd leave S0 unceremoniously?
Samuel” Williams, a teacher applied to Mi. Foote for
funds towards a sghool among the fugitives during the present

number. Mr. Williams was obliged to abandon the post.
Benevolent friends sent funds to Windsor by an honest man,
who gave among others,' to a podr woman and were told by a.
witness to the transactions t hat on learning the fact after-
wards C.C. Foote came to the woman, demanded money and got it.
. C.C. Foote and Dennis Washington, beth beg for the
home , but the fugitives get but little. of the spoils, "The
two worst features of the case are, the turning from a. worthy
channel, benevolent persons to aid a society the operation of
which through its agents, are filling its coffers and demorali--
zing the settlers," and at the same time degrading the majgsgty
of the refugees who are "independent and self-supporting,

If the combination ofz: the suspicion of false record
bookg; brutal attacks on ¢ haracter; and_the‘céntradicﬁioﬁ‘
that these same "independent and self-suﬁportingﬁ refugees
were f'our years prior “oniy of thevlouest desériptidn“
mainly riff-raff; was not sufficient for one editorial, she

added:

. "Why did C.C. Foote.leave the Home °so suddenly after .
having insisted on larger payments from the same individual? -
Why do not the benevolgqt of Canada endorse the operation as ‘ )

it is intended to benefit in Canada? We think it is due toc the

refugees on the home ... When the slaves are required to -

praise.... the settlers on t he Home are somewhat similarly

situated, for threats of prosecution against those who canvass

and condemn the policy of Mr. Foote, and those connected hide . i

behind their reputation of high character and standing, whose “

106 OP. CIT, p.2, Gol. 1
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acts must not be questioned, though known injurious to the
people protesting..." 107 ‘ )

£ ’ .
Lest anyone remain in doubt to the correctness of
\

her,aécusationé:he added emphatically that she had names

and facts,
The 14 March, edition carried the foliowing appraisal:

"What a degrading institution is the Home! A nursery -
of poverty and degradation, a theatre for the display of petty
tyranny by Mr. C.C. Foote, and -the existence which enables him
to draw thousands of dollars in goods and clothes from the .
publie, pr tendingly for them when thése same g00ds are sold
or given a:Q?‘Dr taken away at the whim of C.C.Foote as hXs
OWn to dispose of - 3 temptation 'is thus held up to the hungry
and naked settlers,n . ; =
' »++«What has the American‘Missionqry society te do E
with his operations? Their nissignary; . the Reverend Hotchkiss
there who is silent 45 a mouse in cheese about these flagrant
wrongs? Is he too,- hired by €.C. Foote? Else why not out?

Mr. Hotchkiss in cooperation with us, when at Lhe " Home,
disapproved....9f Mrs. Haviland's course and of the begging
for the fugitives in Canada. Why does he not speak out? Ig
cannot .be possible that there . is pf&éusion between his society
and the Refugee Home Society.n ) : CoL

. - . Mrs. Carj‘glso'reportéd a legal case beihg heard:

upon which suit was commenced in Sandwich; Mr. Wilsondclaiming
a right to the land, and Mr..-Fdote on behalf of the Society;
persisting that the death of the former owner, the land must
revert back ‘to the Society. Settlers hdve béen deceived." 109

5 : : .
Further comments regarding this case were added 18
April,:

"GC. Foote lives in Detroit ‘in "good style, fares

107 Ibid, p.2, Col. I |
108 Provincial Freeman, Vol. 111, No. 29, 14 Mar., 1857, p2,Cor.2
¥09 Op. Cit,, p.2, Col. 2 .
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Lo assert that not one settler in ten was ever told by the.
society, that in the event ot the death of the purchaser, the
land must rewert back to the. society. Settlers have been
deceived as we hope tHat British Justice,” will overtake this
in his high handed course towards Canadian settlers onthe -
Home; and that the cause-of the widow and fatherless will
triumph." 10 - : '

. ‘ S L ,
- This edition also reported that the Society had appoine-

‘led a committee Lo investigatle .some of the charges appearing
in the Freeman. The committee consisted of: "Rewerend Kitchedl
(the President), a party who has been in the society since its
formation, Reverend lir. Hotchkiss, and Mr, George De Baptiste,
a comparatively new member.” They report_all correct. They
are interested parties. How could they report otherwifi?...
Home and half of the American Missionary Society."

The 4 Jduly, editiun finally concluded her account of
the court case: |

. "....Foote against certain poor settlers,...(the) .
British courts decided against the society, upon the grounds
the purchase money for the'land was begged in the name of the
fugitives, they are entitled to the land without payment.ft 112

Unlike her attacks.between 1852 - 1854, Mrs. Cary was
careful to disclose her proof this time. Her first source was
herselys':

. "We have been to the Home, we walked over the lands -
- when C.C. Foote, was drawing tears from the eyes, and dollars
JArom the pockets of New kngland philanthropists because.of
these "poor sut'fers, " when there was not one family settled
upon it,m 113 : i :

This statement establishs it fairly convincingly,
that the last time she had been on the Home was in the early

part of 1853. Further proof is her asséftation.that Mre, -

110 Frovincial Freeman, Vol. 111, No. 34, 18 April 1857, p.2,ColJ
l*l.'].'_ -—E-—-O « Cit., p.2 ., : : : .

112 Provincial Freeman, Vol.l1l,No.44, 4 Jply,1857, P-2,091;3_
113 Op. Cit.,. p. 2. S |




. I'.was sent out last Spring'to get some -help for the settlement

' . ) ’ ’ _. . " . 9[)
ciety and soon.beécame an officer. He

Hotchkiss joined the So
was part of the'Cahmitteé‘to inspecP for malpractices. The
only time ®that Hotchkiss wouf%;conceiv ably have held Mrs. -
Ca;y in cqpfidenég-woﬁld hgvg been in 1852, ;hen they were
both in Windsor ‘area, working under the sponsorship of the

A.M.A. Finally, her biography does not seem to indicate that

she returned to Windsof after the'Prévincial Freeman moveq_

first to Toronto and then later to Chdgham. Yet even though-

" her last peréonal contact with the Home Bad-been at least

four years befére, she seemed gonvinced of th righteousness
’ som g -

T e .
.

of her criticisms.,

Her other evidence was two letters from Dennis

5

'thhington, a Society settler whom shé'Pad accused of being

an agent., His first letter'wéé dated 2 Mégdh, I%S?, in

"Maidstoné Township, exactly one week after her first editorial:

when our people was on the point of starvation here, and I

only did business for them for two weeks. I do-not like the

way Mr. Foote does’business here myself, for some of the péople

he gives to, and to some he sells the donations. for cord wooi., .

Some of them he' will not give oné' thing, and I am one of them.

I did not come all the way from slavery to have a whiteman

s my overseer. I want you to come and see me and we will al]

call a meeting for you. ...I am presently at Belle River.

. - : - Yours from suffering humanity,
" Dennis Washington.'

The second letter was dated 2 days later on L March:
. ";...my neighbours last spring sent {me) to Michigan
among my friends to get some help, we were in a- suffering

condition. Two weeks and I gave it up, (I) won't be agent
again. The things Jugot were fairly given to me, which I can

£
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prove by them, 'As for Mr. Foote he pretended to hire me ,since
1. have been here on the land to show peoplerlots, and he '
promised to pay me for it, and only gave me three dollars for
all my troubles... when.I bought my Iot, I paid him thirty .

" dollars as half of my payment on the. land and the .society.

charged me ten dollars, more which would make .the ,lot seventy
dollars, h :

E This wintef I went to the school house where'ﬁe had

. some 'things and got one ‘flannel shirt, and he came and took it

_teams,

dway from me and sold it....I asked him to give me some bed

" ..quilts for this winter for my' family,’ but he would not give me

alYe..., just before last Christmas, I went and got me some corn
ten bushels, and three bushels of potatoes for my family. Mr..
Foote came and wanted to take them from me, things that I got
for myself from Michigan. People that try to get along here, -

"he will not give anything at all, and some. that ‘*have cleared

off half their land he is trying to starve out, so-as to -get
their land back.,This same . C.C. Foote, said here>two or .
three Sabbaths agb, 'if any of the people did not like his = -
teachers and would not send their children to.school, he would
take their land from them. -«+There are some twenty-two families
here; all of the teams sthat we can muster are four pieces of-

. Some of the children here have been barefooted and
naked... - S - : ) J - 114"
Denmis Washington. .L

These two letters of Dennis Washington Mrs.

Cary ¢onfiden;ly claimed, "His letter corroborates our former
115

A,

statements," From these two letters coupled with her

o@d impressions formulétgd when the Home was stili-;n its
embryoggpage, thé éﬁitor brdpoSed to substantiate ali\pf the
~vérious and complex charges she had cdhaemqed Fhe Society-fﬁf
in the fiys£ hélfryegr of 185?.'Frpm Washingﬁon'é-owﬁ testimony
he had gone io Michiga? on his own, without Society“sbbnso;ship
to get help froﬁ ﬁis friefids in Michigan., It seéﬁs:inconceiver

dble that a fugitive Bn his escape route from Southern slavery:

114 Provincial Freeman, VoL, 11l Vol. 29, 14 Mar., 18574808 Col.2

.\

115 Op._Cit.,p.2, Col. 3
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_ could take enough time to form enduring friemdships. It wxs fron these
friemds that Iuh'ugton received his "'tol'l bushels of core and three bushels

or pot.tou « It seems more pla.uliblo tha.t 'boggllg in the Soclsty’'s name
would hnu induced Monds of t.ho fngltivu in Michigan to lemd him some
l.id In any mnt. the Socioty did not pmit 1ndopoldut begzing bnt
profotrod that the settlersd gain Il.tl!‘il.l success thxough their own 1ndustry
. It seems 1l=oned.ublo though that Mrs, Cary could ally herself -to this .
ul.f-lz-otmod boggn.r Judging fro- his poor econonic condition. he sBeemed
to typiry t.h: “lowest type™ in which Nrs, Cary often grouped ths Society's

Settlers. He also refers that for "all-his troubles” for showing

Proepective settlers the lands available, he ox;ly received three dollard,
Perhaps three dollars was an insigmificant sum in his estimation, but it
mntodth&buyugporerotat 1aut ommeotla.ndand nea.rly.one-
twentisth of his total land purchass. The $70 cost of his la.ndm$5

leas tlnn the usual $?5 chlrgod to moat oi' the originl aettlm . Despitel'". -

Uuhj.ngton 8 persomal opinion, it appears ‘that he bas little cause for X

empltlnt Further comment on Dennis Uuhinston will be reserved until

later in this chapter. | "~.—’3
Consl.dmrllg both Mrs, Cu-y [ ponchnnt for h:atily drawn con-

cluion- based on :lntnrﬂ.ciont docu:antntion and the swerity o:!' the

r

undertaken, The case of Nr. Villiams, the school teachdr, and the achool
dnm:un hﬂnltuthmthohudingofkduatinn, vhich 1s

dlm.dh r in the text. [
mnrctindiudnp.l aecusat;lonthn.t!ra Ca.ryunkmdis
l!r- Endh.na who ﬂlogodly had been unceremoniously dinissed. even

- e

thaugh lho M done Foote's M.dd:ug by rotnrniq any articles to Detroit
T - L N\

-
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which seemed too ifort!w to be,allocitéd to the settlera on the Home, 'Hrs. '

Haviland's a.utobiograplv makes it clear thut sho had only a.ccepted the

Socfety 8 teaching poa:ltion on an interim ba.sis until heu: own Ru:isi—n

) I!gstitute re-opensd in -chhigan. The depo.rturo appoars to have been

Aamiable since she d1d not leave until a new tea.char ha.d been hired a.nd plans

had been made for the contimance of the religious
1mug'unted . Further proof ot thia amiability was

pi‘ogra.n which ahe ha,d
reported by Mrs; Duniel

Iaptxn that in 185’%, a year a.fter she had, left her toa.ching position, she

vas atill helping sln.ven esca.po to Canada and bringing them to Henry Bibdb

for ald in relocation. In light of Mrs, Haviland's hlstory of abolitioniam

and the devotion of her whole life to the Negro cauu, 1t appoo.r- incon-

celvable that she would return’ olothing tb Foote because the qu;lity was

too fine, A more plauaible explamtion, ‘1T indeed

that quote was corrept,

uould be that Mrs. Haviland felt that FPoote hn.d not’ "merted" the l.rticlon

in the record book and returned then to be registered. Judging by the

‘high estee- ~.=o, and the faith the settlm showed for Hra. Eaviland, 1t

would seem that Hrs Cary's attack was umvarranted,
slander, o , .i

if not bordering .on

Her opimions f Reverend | oote also prove to be 111 foun&nd

style " wers not 'docunentod It in
not frol—persoul o'burnﬁon. for

" as stated there appears to be no evide e_qr her having come to Vindsor

during tha.t period, Even if she pl.d it 13 hpu:obablc that Foote, eomidering‘

two. Iould allow her into his

own houge to witngu hia olrmstmco. ‘ .A best her cononts would have

bpen hoa.ruy. but nn ominatlon or Remo Foote'

s pqr'ou.l ﬂ.mmm
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sitvation seems to 11:&3;1:0 that was not the case a.-;.-all. _Be,twoe'i\ 1854

. and 1863, he lived in t&ee different residences, 'In 1855 his resideﬁcé'

was recorded l.t 4 Uillia.l Streot, 1858 at 90 Adams Averme Vest, 1861 at

80 Coluabia West and in later years at'88 Colubia Vest. 16 rhese

locations are presently 0.11 located in the downtown area of Dotroit

80 Columbia Streot a.ppea.ra to have been the furthest north from the

Detroit Bivu', three bloclcn east of Uooduard ‘Aveme near Gmnﬂ Circua Park,
.Nd soeio-econonio data of tho type of neighbourhood this core area

. roprounted betwesn 1850 anq 18?0 was avuhblo at the Burton Historical

. Colloction. but even 'Ehen the city proper was cxpanding sastward, westward,

' the lodorn dny case would ind.tca.te left the inhu:r: city and moved to the

luburbc.- It could be argued thst since Poote m:lstod fugitive Negroes

. orouing to Cam.d.. the logical location of his hoao would be near tho

rivecr:, as cloke as’ poasiblo to tho ferry. Since Reverend Foote maintained

& city residence daring and long x¥ter the Civil War when aid for the

:h:git:lvom no longer noedod 1t would indicate that he was -not among the

a.ﬂlnent who could afrord a suhu-hn midence. ‘
?oaides the dut:les he pau::oned for the Refugee Home. Society

and !u's[pr&ching at Vhite Lu:a-untu 1862, 1in September of 1860 he

' acocspted an Appolntaent from the horican Misaionary Asuocia.tion to

116 James Dalo‘*-)ohnston, The De'h-dit Cit and Advertisi
. Gametteer of Hich_.lggf for ESE, BR. P, Johnstoh -.nd Co., Detroit:
- 55 - P.. 73

m; Vol. for 1857-8 also source for rond-noe of 1858. p. 181

Charles F, Clatk, Anmal Directory of the Inhabliants, Incorporated
Conpanies, Buunou Fixrms, In the City of Dotroit rm: 1862-3, c. P,
Chrk, puhlilhu-n Dertroita 1862, p, 200
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preach at Livonia qyery other Sabbath. | He reported to im.vo two, co'lrlgi:-e-
gations of 100 each at this new °§pst, preaching to one in 'ghe morning
and one in the afternoon, Desplte the poor support whi;:h these Livonia
congregations ofrére@, he stated that Ms financial burden was ‘eased
" by a sympathetic stage coach operato;:nwho let him ride Vto and fro
but pﬁylng 1Jor only one way".!1? This anba.raasing financial circumstange
would indicate that Foote's total remunsration from these three positions |
wag poor, let alone that hie commisslon from the Refugee Home Socliety
allowed hin to live in"'a..goo‘d' style”, _ .
The case of Den'n;.is Washington also supports Reverend Foote's
innocence of wrong doing. In another letter dated 11 April, 1857,
"Washington revealed that Foote called a meeting of the Home Council to
be held before all the Soclety's -aettlars".ua John ¥ard, a Neéro,-m
appointed Chalrman; F. G, Anderson, a school teacher, was appointed
aeue@y; while Rathan Evans, Mr. Barnes, Anderson, Ward, John Hemry
‘Holland and Washington formed part of the Council.. Of this group
Anderson, the school teacher was probably white; Ward, Holland and
Washington were 'Neg:ro settlers, while Ev?ns and Barnes were p.mbably
white members of the Society. In any ci.so, it is clear :th.t the Socliety
had established a Home Council which was s vehicle for the settlers to

govern themselves by. The officlary of that Council was divided betwaen

The residency on Coluatia Street, at both 80 and 83 were elther two’
dist¥nct residences or the same house for the Detrolt City streets had

their mmbers changed at this period. In any:.event the two.mmbers were
still on the same block., His residence was recordsd at this location as
late as 1880, o . -

117 American Missiomry, Vol, IV, No. 9, September 1880, P. 209
118 Provincial .Fremn. Vol. III, Fo. 3, 18 April, 1857, p, 2, Col. &

’ !
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. the Regrd eettlm and whites, ‘who were either Soclety officlals or

L]

¥

- poasibly there to repreeent the ‘Society .’Lnterest. “
' | The o'bjeet of the neeting was the con-espondence 'by Dennis
‘Washington appesaring in the Provincial !'reena.n. Foote ciained tha.t
15 errors were present in the 1ettm. Unfortumtely only 5 were printed,
Whether Washington onitted the other 10 or whether Mrs, Ca.rj' did not
print them is not clear, Reverend Foote pointed out that exchanging
rroduce from the soil for goods did. not cdnstitute selling thel, ‘in fact
Washington had cffered to sell him the wool and he had remsed to buy 1t
‘at all. Foote de ed that he was a white overseer and excla.ined "I. want

the People to be "119

Washington's interprete.tion of "my frienmds in
Michigan® next came under scrutiny, Foote corrected hin that as an agent
he was eent to Mic to seek e.id t::on the Soclety's friende not hie

own., Any donations which he may hnve collected belonged to the Society,

to be adniniltered as they desmed worthy, his ehn.re being only his
couiaTion. It was also pointed éut that ta}d.ng the flannel shirt with-
reglster the item and its worth in the

ng. Foote having presented his version

of the corr!eot etory. then requested the Council to vote to have: Htehington B
.letteu:a expoud and corrected, T te' interpretation of the, t.rnth must >
od, e, c. C, Foote cann.ke ‘f -
some of the people vote just efhe has\a mind to do ..,. We have s&ne

‘exceptions here”, 120 -
The travado evident in his het line though ute qniekly T

'\diuipeted. tuo days htex‘ on April 13 " Foo

have been acospted for Vashington e

's testinony appears to have

119 Ibid.. pe 2. c°1. 4 ks - - . T i \ | LR ’ . ', =
120 9_'2, t..p.z.col.u, S ~
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| created some suspicion as to Haahington 8 honesty when he se:r:vod as agent,
The Home Council -this tine chaired by Uillian Hawa, anothqr uttler llom
~ _,uth other signees umu Wheslock, Fathan Evam wmg’t . Bron, Lowis
| Bla.ck James Hercy Holland, Benjamin Gray amd F, G, Andirson, called an
1ndapendent neeting to investigate H’uh:l.ngton's wtivitios. Again, however, '
" since elther the anthor omitted ‘some facts or whether the Freeman censored
-_-then,. the‘detuls are sketchy. -A'pparently t-he chalrman, ¥illliam na;m
moved "......... to clear Mr, Washington of all chu-gua; sinco the things
he got waxe properly glven to us when he - was agent for us, a.nl as he had
given up the agency eoe”.'2l Donnts Washington also added that since he
. was $150 in d.e'bt he would gladly give up%ls land. This appears to have
been the case for there is record of a doed 'beizg roglstcred in his name.
Despite these attacks 1lpugrd.ng the moral character of both
Mrs, Ha.vila.nd and Reverend Poote based upon quentiomblo ovidonce, Mrs

Cary's most blantant exanrple of irresponsible jm.lin, when referring
to the Refugee Home Society, occurred in her reporting of tho litigation
which transpired 1n 1857, Her 1n1tia.1 Teport that a widow dlaposed a lot
‘to another settler mamed Vl;ll.sdn ea.uaiu; the Soclety to reclain the land
seemed accurate enough, ‘Hex additioml comment that "the settlm have

been deceived”, immedistely established her bias, In her next Tepart, Cme

‘Wilson is no longer the l1tigant 'bnt 15 replnced 'by the cause of tho
“widow and the fatherless”. She also- clained that hot one nttlu: 1n
tenmave:rtoldthat 1nthecuooi’thoduthofthopttrclnm thehnd
would :r:evert back, Ln her final acconnt., the "lritltml and f&thulm had
now become “certain.poor: sstilers™, Just the srldm.l d@.gturtion of .tl:_n .

- e . 1 it -

121 Imd., p. 2, Col. &

PR
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e '1u the name of the fugltius, they are entitlod to land without payment,

Andesd!! Wonler will Brother Foste o), to beg in any line tut the .
“¢lothes business now? Acoou:ding tolgfotlm: Rotchkin he will curtainly
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facta_regu-ding the 1dont1ty of the l:l.tigamt seems enough to establish "

| the hrespomibility of the editoria.l pollcy. Hexr- report that not one
) aettler in ten was ever told .that 1n the death of the. ptn:cha.ser the land -

would revert back to the Socioty was a.lso incorrect, Probably no settler

was ever fold, for that rule did not exist, Article 8 of the Constitution o
digd atate hmrmr that land could not ‘be transferred before the expiration

of 15 ; yeu-s m:. the origiml date of purcha.ae. Suuol R. Ward writing 1n._
Provimial I"romn in 1ts very first edition 2n Harch 1853, argued a.gninst

‘txhis very clause, Mrs, Cary her;a@lf claimed t!n't the anonymous author of .

the letter cﬂondamning the Refugee Home Society, ha.d gona to the Home and

Tead the correct constitution to the settlers. Fimlly, Thom Jones

Teported to Benjamin Drew that. “The rastrictions in regard ..... (to) .....

'aolling under so Bany years, nor the pover to will hia proporty to h.i.s . '

friends, only €6 his children, if he have arny, naka thel dissatisfied”,

" This is conclusive: evidence that the Society s regnhtions were well

Jmown to 1ts settlers, The Soclety also u.ﬂo it clear tha.t if a.xv aettlar
wished to sell his lapd hs,ck he could do so and Trecelve equal conpen-

Il.tion for his hprovuants. In light of these facta Mra, Cary's comments -

seam groundlou. g

s

..a;; s, In spite of such rartisanship and fa.ctugl distortion, the
IS 5

ooug db grace was reserved for her afccount of the vardiot of .the case,
Alroportodintho!'mm, sincethapurehaenonoyforla.ndmbegged

Al-ost nm:edj.bly ahe mrocedded; -
“The docision 1s said to be ury agreeabdle to the aettlers

Provine Vol. 1,11, ¥o. B%,"% July, IE"“ P. 2, Col, 2
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The actual cass published in the Reports of Uppér Cazada

" Cosmon Pleas Volune VII, was recondod beca.use 1t seta proofeggnt in

Canada as whethar, “Registration 1n the eounty registry office in Uppq_-'

Canada held sufficlemt to make a deed va.lid under the Statutes of

" Mortsain, without erirolment in Chancery™.'?3 It vas pdded that the
decision,- regarding this question, would deterﬁnu vhether a temsnt or
.licenaae of land is eatopped from diupnting his landlord ox ueomor*s
title as void on a statua.'ble objection, . ‘The two litigants' were listed
as Hallock et al. vs. Wilson and appeared before Judge Buel Riclnnds

. during the Spring Asslzgs. "The plaintiffs,. ’I‘rusteas of the Refuges

- Home Soclety, held title to the land deed 4 October 1852 from Janes
Dougall. The defendant hag entered into possesa,‘l.on ubder them with a

recovered. The Society was represented by John Prinoe, while the
. dafenda.nt 8 counsel was John 0'Comner, The dpfenco maintained that

since the Socliety was a charitable orgamization for the settleieﬁt and

assistance of refugees froa slavery, “the comveyance to the plaintiffe \

was vold under (the) Statutes of Mortaatin®, 125, verdict vas resarved
until the Baster Tern, hxt the Society was gnul:od & temporary decision

until the next court session.
Basically the defence had argued that under the.laws of

Hortnatn, a charitable orga.niﬁ.tion had to iunsure that the deeds 1t. was
offering had to be of value. Value was a.sceu:tainod by due registry of

a4

123’ Bduard c Jonas, o Canmada Couon Pleas, R
Caswell printem 'l‘orontot » Pe

. - 1% gE. ci L ] p. a?‘
125 Ibdd. p. 28 .
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tho Purchase within one calendax yeu- of the date of the mrchase,
" registration of the same deed with the Court of Chamqry 0'Conner main-
tained that since the deed had not been enrollod in the Court of Chancery,
- the Soc!.ot‘y was 1in violation of the La.h of Hortnin, therefbm it 4days
the tam.nt's role on thit pu-ticu]n- pd.oce of land was void., Such being
the case, the Trustees could not legally stop the land i’ron '&ning trans- A
ferred, -

Judge John' H&Ikins Hagarty delivered the final vu‘dict His
dodsion w8 based on whether the deed held by the Society was of value

 without enrollnent 1n the Court of Chancery to deem 2 desd valid, Since’
_the d.efeme had not quostionod that the deed the Socie’ty held frul Ja.nes
nmumt]:fvahoandthstsinceithaaheondnlyrogiatemdam N
'witm the same month 1n the Couuty Rogistry 0ffice, "wo are of the
opinion t- the same 18 valid esoey andom-:Judg;ent is forthepla,in—

tifes, '126 : '
By extending the beno;tit of the doubt. l'trs Caxry could be etxcused

for the ix 1mccm.cyofha:rmount;ofthetrh1liththosomeordadbythe

court clerk, as being victimiszed by a faulty repart which she acceptod in

good m*.h Even 80, ber quotations of the sottlers’ joy over the verdict .

and Bwecrend Hotchkiss’ prediction of Revarend Foote's Pending resigmtion

had to havo been lh':s Cary’'s pacmoml nhrieations. Uithont pasaing

Judpont on her motives, this blatant irresponsibility repreaents an

'1nmusable i?.lplo ot shoddy Jourmlin Disregarding the ramifications ~—

). | . \

. laws .ot norﬁu as defined in Black'u lax Dictiomary, p. 1163, state that po
lands ahould be gi.nn to ehnrj.tieamnlm quuisitea should be
observed, _
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this expomehasonthe&eL:*;mdiulity. Mrs, &ryastninodanti- ‘
Society editorial blas 1s beyond doubt, Sinoe much of .the criticism and
abuse accorded to the Refugee Home Socioty as baen tho result of Mrs, .
Cary's oft repea.tod accusations or nlfoun.nce. eormpuon and’ &tud 1n af -
the light of this new evidence, those cd.ticins will be ru-mlul't.od in
the Conclusion,

' The Question of Begzing - '

business, or simply living in grand style froa money béggod in the name

. of the fugitives, from bemvolont'don;m:-a. The many cases of diahonut

practices ariaing from the boggi:g qnest.ion that were mo:dod I.tll
documented made 1t mach more believable that the Sootety officials alss-

types, it appee.md thnt luchlo:m plansible that the oﬂiciu-y on t.ho
uhgle, was equally suilty.' Rioa‘a poaitton in thoSooj.oty was only
peripharalandthuronmmmtommtththouthu
lnndledfnndsqrgoods Thhuwmmhhnmtodwthbyln Gu:-y

‘and Domald Simpson, for none- of the Mdnm tlny maontod sgainat- ‘Rioe

comehdwofﬂsmmddrgﬂththo!ldﬁguﬂmsoohty. To better
assess the credibuityofthellnd-&rymtiou,mthodmu lt‘
any, of official wrong doug. thelcfngool!m Soc.ioty‘s o:mm policy



on begging w11 not be mn:lnod in light of tho altermtims open 1n )
18512, | C L . ‘di..
Both'Bibb and Holly l.ecopshd ihrd‘s argument ‘that begg,lng was -
undasira.'hlo and to 'bo d:lacom.'agad as. lnch as poaaible Holly‘'s lcttcr in
ThoLibmtorpointodoutthtthe'Socictyh'oughtnrdortottntmtn
. ll.da 1'6 hpnost and effective®, Hemxy Bi,bbJ and later Reverend Foote sousht
Lty encourl.ge persomal industry and independsnce, while discouraging lol.ﬁ.ng =
‘and dependency prodmt:hd pon upochtiom of ‘gooda collected: thrwgh
' beg:ln’g. The depth of this conviction né evidenced by the emactment of-
the unpoptl.'h.r revision of the t:lne limit for land cleannce at a period

. ¥hen opposition m at its height in 1854,

4

ety

Jndging 'by Dennia Iruh.ingtonlq carrospozdance, tbe order of
 which Holly spoke. forbade any Soclety settlers from independent begging

Lodepandent begzing. , The only begging condonsd was under certain conditions

,wwi:g'not"x;itm:onthmm@t\tom Thasecoc»dswmg
dnpositod st “the ho-e of tho Rmm Ghnrlea c. Poota. Tesiding in
Detroit, l«:.docrthia hmmextom.dimsa?iumtelytomoormu,
whethmthomu.uletqutthonthaSouety'shndmmt )
mnommmmrum-mamm.ty.mmm-'
u]:pod‘byinﬂmty. age, lllnouocr\ridnwhood Prou.nons-mlegis- _‘
lated 1n-the con-u&mon to extend contitions for lant clearance time .
mnla.talouxmce. syge_u_a_mmaamﬁoumnummadto ‘
thenmopleinnmtomumwuuthmmdotbumumd

. !
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througli‘begging. Aidwasalsoextendadtothemmtlmwhoby

©, definition, came with no provisions pf any kind, After a rusomble

period of time, governed by: 1nd1v1dna.1 nead, this a.id was diacontiniod.
The Soclety also used a settler's home on its land to serve as a depoaitary
whigh a.llowed aettlers to chooqe whatever gooda they- desired at a msomble

mrice, All articles either had to be paid focr in cagh, by ba:r.-be:: uml‘l.y

"in farm produce - ,OT. fim.lly on credit reg'lstmd by Foote :Iln a reeord book‘

*w

The varioua corrupt practices which had plagued “the begging
system in the southwestern. portion ot w had pu:ovidzd the Society with
sufficient experience to realize that safeguards xmst be emc‘ﬁéd to ruove
the temptation from individual agénts, .All lonies or goods oollectod: or
JFeceived had to iltemized and’ published regn]a:rly, uana.lly in yn.l.-ly quartarq
in a manr of publications, the most pr.‘oninent L5 g Hhich was the Am:lun

Miss m All goods sent to the Sociatywureinstmctedto'beaantto “

Horace Hallock the treamer in Detroit, after an 1n-vent.ory he re-routod
these articles to F'oote's d.epository Foote's aécounts had to ntch both

'I those of lock and. the 1nd1v1dn&1 agenta, Once a yeu: all rooox'ds were

audited C. Walker. To safeguard agad.nat oollusion b,y the
Treasurer (Hallock) and the Agent (Poote) over goods and. cash domted
directly 'by 1nliv1dna.1 donors from the United States, tho Agent had to
publiah tha enct adonrrts received and thoh: dono:.- It a dimopmy then
arose from a co:tain domtion which had either been misplaced or lisund.,
the donor could instigata an inuiry 'l:hrough the hurican l!iuiomry
Association, If Hra. Cary's comments can be loceptod, he:rmm criticiem
that "all agents but Foote had been dismissed due to mltmo" would

Trove that'the Socioty enrorced thess rosuhtiom ui.th due ltm

This would also Prove that Foote's integrity a.nd homty llm huyond
o) )

’ f\-'

-
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reproach nince only he had colpliod wi‘tg the stated raguht:lons and
consequently had nintuned his’ poa:.tion. . ‘
Reverend.Foote also made pu'blic the faot that the Society was
ad.di!x tho fugitivea. On"18 Jamary, 185'&; the following report appea.red

"in the Detroit m;.x Democrat: : o

“The U.G.G.R... Today I have supplied over a. dozen persons with
sundry warm garments, ‘ye 48 many more and so on, Scarce a day passes
that doumtng?nou theu-r; ofpusengars at the last depot of the
u G!G Rt .Q.l". . .

o

Since this human t:l:l.f‘ﬁc contimed right up to the days of" the
A.ne:riel.n 01711 ifl.r, >80 Was this utvice extended to that tile. "A fal days
"aeo we ha.d nino calls for help in a single hour. Today, a man, his wife,
andthroechildmn, balf of the total to be cared for, fresh Prom slavary."lZ
It 1s 1ntmsting to. note that even though the Provincial Freenn B ofﬁcial
policy wvas that these Trefugses modod and should be aidad/ugon thei_r
' inedh.tol.rrinl. ubeatumbeuce:tumdbythiareamhu, not once
vas 1t publinhod in its colunns that the Refugee Home Society was roviding
'thin Decessary fnnction. 173 ih:la was ‘the case 1t would. bo yot another

The Provinohl l"remn claimed that by 1853, since the Camd.i.a.n
| Am-Shvm Soci.oty m alding newly u.rrivod rug:ltivea. any other a.gency
s.ntMaveinmrodnnant Bethatuitny. and not ushingtom-e-
‘ Judico tho ‘Tine lou:'k that the &nti-Sh“ry Soclcty yrovided, it should be
‘muu; that since Samel Ward, the nomiral editor of the Freeman, was.

-’ L]

n

127 &_&JAM. Vol.1; Ko, 239, 18 Jan. 18%, p. 2, Col. 3
T’-ﬂ\ _h&ﬂshmz Yol. IV, Fo. 7, 1860, P, 165 | L
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also an agent for this group, the editorial’s objectivity again may be
questidnad Assuning that Mr. U?bové the diEreputable practices

orwhichhelccuéedthenetbgeeﬂ ety'saaants. thentheh:omn

was only advocating the repla.ceaent of one group mpportod by beggj.zg

with anothar. The Camadian Antj.-Shvery Society too wag supéted by
benovolent domtiom from individuals, a.nd whatever fn.nda, agants such

. asRevmndHardcouldcollecttroutheirlectmtoqmthtnughout
» North Ane:icaanil's‘nghnd It appears though thn.t the Oamdian Anti-

Slave;r:y Society s agents m not above ‘the a.ccusations tha.t the Fx:aenn

'a,ccused Foote and the othar Soclety agants of. Robin i‘:l.nka reported
»Raverendiard too, felltrongra.ce Hhileona.lochxra tour in England .

@

he was;

Conslderixg Mrs. Cary's 1nsistence upon exposing any Refufee Home Society 8
quos‘h[om'ble practices. raa.l or hagined, it was mn'pa:d.slng tlnt no lention"
of Reverend Ward' € lndiscretion appeared in tha F!r:oeun.

' Hotuithstandj.ng these elnrges qnd countqm-cl:n.rgaa, the Refhgoe
HoleSocietymfacedwithadilm howtomndthepurchuorahrge
txa.ct o:rhnduponwhichfugltiveshveq conldbosottlod A mnbea:od.'

possibllities were open to the Society othcr than begging, Bibb'l o:igiml '

Proposal statedasurlyul&hé. mtopetitiontotbemanttocr
a land grant. SinoetheSocietymnt:nuyhdtomrehuthoirom
hnditappmxsthtthenspomsemmpun. I:tthosnﬂrmantlml
mntedthohnd ndinthormottoola,flnhpluents. looduld
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Indapend.eme. tha mnt in Brita:l,n,.provided all these aerwices. Even
AL the somnt}ﬁmda had rrovided the land which Bibb had requested
1‘!: is very dmbtm that 11’. would ask taxpayers to support the r‘elocation
of thounnls of fugitives from Southern slamy. qspeéially-since most of
" these tu:pma had been immigrants. themselves, and had started under the
m unfavourable conditions that faced the Negro now. If the goverment
ronld not llrovidn aid for i.llod:l.atq reloea.tion, would not this aid by N
noeasaity be oollectod through be@ing" In any event, this spocula.ti.on is
only aud-ic for the g'overmont extended nelther land mor atd, )
Tho only other” posaibility vas a rg scheme such as the one

utmsod by. the Elgin Association at Buxton, Although variations of this

were pocsiblo this text will only mnlno the actual one that the Reverend .

Villtam Xing employed, I-eg:l.a]n.tad s a corporation by. the Canadian
govermsnt 1n 1850. its fipancial base would resemble any corporate group,
" By m sbares of stocks, the investor would then receive dividends
atregu].u-intcrnls QnOtitgﬁ'o-asha.reofstocksoldtoJohnHﬂm
on July 13, 1860, each share cout 12 pounds returning &lx percent interest
eo-pouna.am-unq\m, 130 This systumidoalforboth fundingtho
corporation and stopping any elnrgos of fraud and oour.'ruption asaocia.ted .
_uthm Portheﬁnttumthosystmmmuomdweu; ‘
| nmtsﬁutlﬂ.ofthomginAuch.atl,onwm sanguine otsuccossa.nd
the luocda.tion was held as the Yardstick by which other Negro colomeg-

..v" . . A B . .
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the educatioml progmn Throughout his lecturs tour §¢ polnted out.
enphakically that ‘the money was not necessary for the sn‘pbort of the sattlm
but, " ,,.. 8,000 pounds were needed to pla.cé #he achools o \tho mission

on a permanent and efﬂciﬁm; basis with pomnont hu.laings 3’:\‘suppm:'tod-
by & sympathetic British press, King was able to collect §,000 pmhnda
before returning to Camada, His a.rriva.l was sonewhnt rocky for th \\
Toronte Globe innedin.tely accuaed hin of expropriating the ndf\

for his own i:errsoml use, King, in a letter printed in the same newspa r,\w\
“evies. denled the story as utterly :Ea.lse, & vile calumny .....’132 K. N
Notwithstanding these charges, a mmber of useful observatiohs are evident \\\
‘from this episode. First it appears thn.t the question of begglng was N
equa.lly important to the white connunity as to the black and no agent was
above reproach. Secondly it shows, as in modern sotiety, the staggering
cost that education inmvolved in that day. 8, 000 pounds converted at $4 a
pound remresents almost double t.ha origiml $i »000 which had funded’ the/ .
E{Lgin Associatlon. Fimlly, it exposes that l.igrp:ntion approach wcmld ‘
ot support an educational system, Almost muchuq that phn m doonod
from its cutset. The settler besides Tepaying his prita.l had to also aa.tiefy
the interést on that capita.l "His anrmal payments BAT revarted baok u .
dividends to the Bhare holders, so little if any money could be so.ved for

educational pnrposes. land was o tangible asset which td moesnry éould

the added bemﬁt of s1x percent interest conponnd.od aoai-lnmnlly, share
holders were abundant, Ednegtion, however, could mot be so fimanced,

131 Op, Cit., p. 845

132 Ivia, p. 845
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Buildl ‘the only tangible asset, would domcia‘bg in valne with age;
salariea achool supplies were lost forevar a.nd mturnod no dividends;

by deﬁ.nitio the E]gin Aasocia.tion could not succeed under this assunption,
Since the’ gover) ent offered no asasistance; and alnce- the folly, in trying = '
to carry on a soh%ol systu with just rarental support was exposed uhoﬁ
Mrs, Cary had to clom\s her school, when the A.M.A. withdrew aid; Reverend
King turned to the: onl}\othur possible source of fnndim--begglng.

Tho Refugee Home Scelsty ua.a faced with' the s&me problels as the
Elgin Associa.tiqp with an additiona) onn. All of the sattlera' Payments
were to be divid.ed equally betwcen further land purchasoa and education,
Assuming that the total collected in one year 1is $1,000 - half would go
to further land purchase, while the hnl:l' that went into™ ednca.tion would
return no .ﬁ.mmi&l divident but Iould 'bq lost. The $500 which this new
land purchn.qe proﬁded Iould then hn.ve to 'be d.ividod again equally, 'I'he
origiml $1,000 has now shrunk to $250 and will contime to decrease by
one half w!.th each succesalve expa.nsion. i CIearly the Bystu. would not

perpetuate and a8 more setﬂers moved into the new purchases, the
school et‘hem would inirease. Edncation then would bave to bejprovided .
:l’or ROY® idren with less money, Even if suuha systea could be devised
‘the qtmltty would be poar, but moTe pro‘ba.h.'lg.a\i; in the case of E]gin the
- oparation would eventually caua )
) mend Georgo Whipple, the Gonesponding Secretary of the

Anerioan Missiomary. Socioty, after spending two weeks in Chmda. Vest in

: Jumy 1861, quoting ihe Mayor of Glatbn, described the appalling

conditions of the oolourod schoel in (hm.dmm public school laws of

Canads rishtly interpreted aid administared, would :m:l.'niéh the ‘same’ )
rrovision for coloured people as for the whites, PBut they are mot so v

administered, especially 1nthe!eatunmtotthol’rovinco..... In S
othu- plh.oet, as at St. Catherines, at Chatham, and nurls all the countles

u
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several reesons for begg:ti)gt‘
v L ™, Tt

their families, clear off amy mmber of acres of heavily timbered land, and
make even the smallest anmual payment for their farms,..,. It shounld not be

+ Besides the aforementionsd aid from the A.M.A; which she tried to kéep

clmdestine, in 1861, she too revarted
'school she had opened in Michigan, Tt
this aid befor&she received aid from

tobeggingt‘ohoipmppottthem

18 ot clear whettier she was seeking.

fio Aﬂi.A. O0r'as a supplement but i

nevertheless Mrs. Cary who had authored so much criticisa over the begging

corrt:fbvorsii, in turn was dencunced at A meeting in Chatham on 27 December,

1862, The story prinmted in the Globe,
: "prot—estiug against persons "begging” ¢

"Reported a mass mesting at Chathax
or refugees and imtitntions. M.A.S.C.

.¥as mamed. and dauounégd for begging on behalf of a mission school."'"‘”
, "« The most accurate contemporary atéoukt that placed ths dilemma

the Refugee l'Hone Socidty. faced with the ‘question of begging, was written

bj Reverend W. N, Hitoho}l, & KRegro.mi

x

text, The Underground Railroed. Writ:

. - LY
nister from 'I‘o:;gnto who _v:llitod

various settlements in Camada West during 1859, 'to compile for his "

1857 had subsided and having had an opportumity to Wvaluxte both.positions |
regarding bgmng)dnapite disphying 20 particular admiration for, or

133 Anerican Missiomry, Vol. v, No. 3, March 1861, . L N

13& QE. to"IP- 9" -
135 D, Shadd,

¢

Life Sketch of Mary Apn Shadd Cerv, 'p. 3 T
. ‘ T T . R » -



mp-.tlv of the Sooiety} he meuod. "This plan answered the purpose very
,b well, at t!nt +4ime and: no doubt it was the best thnt could be adopted nnder
" the ciroumatances."l% . | ‘\; '
'_F‘iml Iand Distribution: . S .

After elight long Ms-of ;dversity, Some conditions were finmally

arising by 1859, which - aﬁ'orded the Re:mgee Home Society some };ope of a
more sangulne mtm-o ‘The successful legal hattle waged in 1857, ﬁm.lly
silanced a.ll the accusations of ﬁ:aud collusion and that settlers uould
nsvar reooive dnads for their lands fron the Soclety., It a.lso astablished
the, Socioty 8 legal suthority ...3) s0 any aettlers ko Tag heretbfore
thought they could legally -circumvent the Soclety's constitution as did the
defenda.nt Wilson, now Tealized that any future litigntion was in vain,
:This rnlim{ion would sarvg to convince any delinquent gettlers to either
| rumn ‘the roquimenta of their contnct 1n good faith or‘fell the land
back to the Sooiety. )

The subsequent oxposure of Mrs., Cary's Jourmalistic blas and. .

o:t the lagnl prooeedings with the actual court case, proba.bly exonerated .
tbo Soclety in the public s opin:!.on. This trust would now permit the

the Proumhi Freesan 11;:01! cexsed publi—on.tion. Mrs, Cu-y the Society 8 .
—_—-———-—_—-' .
most vitriolic opponont. had printed aor.lnonioua condnnmtiom with

‘ l'.hpum.ty What otfoot ths.a oonstant source of a.gitttd.on had upon retarding

,-futuuent is numy mm..u. but moss conclustons can be drawn, By 1861,

o -

136 Reverend ¥, N. Mitchell, The Undexground Rul-notd. Negra Univeraitios
Prou. Uottpocrt Gonnotiontn o:rmmm pnbliahod 1860— Remntod 1970, p.147
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were red ding on the Hone. of these f&rns some had’ ll.lready been pa.id for
and deeded ¥ ' .the settlm:s He added, “More might have baen done in :thj,é‘ .
vay, ot for £ op;(osition Talsed agalnst the soclety® 137 Eﬁﬁumm fivst .
the aﬁ.’eg:‘t her qdif,oria._ls ha'.d in convincing actinl tlea‘.'s to a'handon the " 3" B
can-be calcu;n.'l'(od Thn.t some left there is no doubt, Thom :
of one as sarly as 1854, while Ravmxg Hitchell mported in
1859, that the poorer farmers who had only cleared,. "Mers @arden spota, ' |
have elther rented off (to) their naigh'bonrs or left 1t do ;;.o ll:r:eck ‘ Jnve N
_bonght leased or rented lﬂrs'ar fa.n% elmhm ..."'138 ' -
) Ther‘.!'remn was not the only fa.ctor lrhich ay ha.ve affected this
“jgroup 8 dacision to move in 1859 thongh, Influence may also have been
exaited i by renswed /1ntetmst in Raltian inig:ution which arose in this -
' pea.-iod; Revarend Holly bad been the ﬁ.rst to in 1854 alrhhum;tictlly .
suyport imigra.tion to that Ga.::ibbea.n Island, Aﬁ:er three yeara, his efforts
> bore‘/no i':r.'uition. Robin Hinks reported ttn.t in 1859, a rovolution in Ha.iti
culnimted in the insta.ll.u.tion of Falre Geﬂ‘.mud to :poweu.- an Prod,don‘b:-
Inediately he set upon a couras to encoungu Hattian .‘nlligntion. To
further this end ‘he placed the adtual ramitaont of Qospacuu 1nigmm
" unier the ‘care of Jales Redpath, trhosp po:aoml 1octnms a.lll anapa'
advortiomnts mr'oa.ble to drum np conaidmble 1ntmut for the projoo&‘t
. Redpath" pointed out the -superior econou.c o:ppo:rtunitios‘nuﬂsblo to losroos
Jin Haiti, the tr:opicai mther, m the absence o:l’ :uod.a.l Mudico h \
t‘nrther 1ndnceunts. the Ha.ith.n swerment m ‘the Bma BilI lhich

. eave, each new settler five max (Just over. l!xboan&cru), hecroz_chi-gé
- © 137 American Hiuiom, Vol, Vv, No. 3, nuch 1861, p. 56 ' ° L

-138 H:l.tchell, The' Under Groundhu-aoad, P. 148
-——-—-__._________
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cond;tio‘n,:only to clearing provisions, .F'ree passage to St. Marec and
settloment facilities would both be alloted frem the public domatn, *In
May ‘of 1861‘, _111 Negroes arrived from ;Camda.. .This conting_ént was largely
' from the Puce River, Id_.t‘i:le Riv&, Buxton, and Toronto, (and) in October. .

a.notlier 113, among which" ‘1nc1ndod‘ some of ‘the white wives of the yrevious

-1 - ) : " T \
group, ™+ - L ‘
' Haiti was not quite as glittering as Redpath depicted it however,
Pastor J, Kennaday, a Methodist Episcopal Minister published a lettér in
the American Hiasiom. ‘dated 12 'Hargh,_ 1862, in which he revealed some of
the repugmant aspects of Haitian immigration, _

_ "i. All persons who become agents for-‘the Haitian Govécr:ment,

and induce persons to emigrate receive from that govermment a premium on each
person, This fact should lead to cautlon in receiving the statement of
parties thus pecuniarily interested, ' ‘

2. The Roman Catholic raligion is the. established religion, and

*~ though the Preaident is a 11béral man, and & measure of toleration exists,
~=: yet our coloured people can scarcely bear the restrictions which exist,

-

5
Lo
-

—
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3« It is a country threatened with constant revolutions; even:

the colonists are ecalled upon-to ore military duty and are subject to .
all the inoonvenienh_, Circumstances of such 11ability.

L

4. Hﬁitevar the govermment pays for, -passage or settlement money

ce _ 5././ Among the common ﬁre;]ndic_es_ot the coﬁntry, ons of the most .
Tyirufeft-4n'mmture is the oncible hatred shown all mulattoes to those.
of-deeper skin, . _ o

~ must be rofhnde} r .m0 colonist can leave umtil. the expiration of three years,

- " The diuﬁ:l.lltioa of the coloured people in our own country are

humerous, yet in leaving it, g0 to Haytl, they will, I am assured, in no
_ 1nstam’ﬁnd h]:roment.-"-ﬁa ' ! ) ' '

. 4

‘Raversnd K§nno§ny‘§ igaesagoqt of Haitian society appears to have been
* Gorrect for Rotdn VWinks reported, ™,... In time, most of the ingranta from
-Camada West returned to North America”, 1! o

/ -

139 Robin Vinks, The Blacks 1n Camda, p. 16

| Anerican Missiomry, Vol. VI, No. 6, June 1862,p. 12 ,

141 Robin Winks, The Blacks in Camada, p. 165 )
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~ “The mnberofelimntsthathadbasnpa.rtoftheﬂefugee
~. Rome Soéiety 1s uncertain, Since, not quite 250 imnigrated to Haiti, and
" slnce Buxton and Toronto both contrituted to that mmber, both being more
Populous than the Home, then the’actual pé_ufconi;age that left the la.ndn of
the Refugee ‘Home Socd.ety appears small, The uun'ber may ha.ve been no more
than five to ter families, It is unfortunate that Reverend Mitchell 414
not record the mmber of settlers in 1859, then a coupa.rison with Reverend
Hhipple s figures in 1861 world have a.sseased the mnber more accurately,

The ef¥ect the ProvigiLl Freeman had upon retardation of actual °

settlenent although not very a.ccurate, can be predicted with a- bit RoTe
precision, Utilizing Benjuin Drew's figures of 40 fanilies 1n— 1855 l.nd
Reverend Whipple's tigure of 60 in 1861, a.nd comidaring that little
no new sattlenent might have occurred’ during the pem:-iod of 1856-57 beca.use
, of the public uproar precipitated by H:m Cary, then all things considea.-od
Reverend Mitchell in 1859, lish'f tnve fonnd 40 families, ‘Assuning that
1858 saw some hprovenent possibly 5 new tuilios, then the figure would
becone 1&5 families, Reverend Hitchall reporbed tlnt definitely sone
settlers had moved so this ﬁ.gu:m of five would be nega.ted by the settlm
that loft. Considering further that five Nore fall:l.lies. efxpo:iemh_:g
difficulty in farming on the Home and enthmsed by tho Prospect. of _Hgiti,
also lert then the new figure would bocone 35 tuilio-.‘ This Mtion

vieit in Jamary of 1861, saw 25 fuiliea lmre onto tho hnd Ina pcriod

of two years the'Soclety settled 25 i’aniliea, whilo the ej.sht years between '
1851-59, only 45 :l'anilies hnd moved in, f&qj’octing the Tigure of 25 muies'-

\ ‘ - e -
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Whipple, Fotwithstanding that these figures are highly speculatory,
‘nevertheless the basic conclusion seems that the Provincial Freeman's

. . .H
'affect in retarding settlement of the Refugeo Home Society was extreme..
~ Bogarding the settlers he found on the Home 1n 1859, he reported

 that generally he found mo fawli with thelr industry and that

to augment tuda by raising live stock, such as hbgs, cows, horses, sheep,
or the cultivation of grain, 'beg.m_,__peas, Indian corn, wheat and hay, all

of which are saleable when turned into cash embles them to pay their }and_."mz. '

Horrison also points out -that perhaps
~this economic prosperity especially in the tobacco.crop could not have been
possible had the Kegroes not settled in Ea:ax County. "The abolitiomsﬁ,
"who l‘m l:ldhg the movement, bought kmall farms fo:;."laqy c;f the pooplé in
Essex County and elsewhere. It 1s on recosd that through their knowledge

, . Revei'and Whipple also noted this prosperity
twryuro later, noting that, "st11] many acres were vacant but the ones
who pcrnspod weare (no-) néh hetter."ms e o . '

© 142 Mitchell, The U nd Bail-oad, p. 148 ;

- 143 Neil P. Morrison, Garden Gateway to Camada, p. 26 .

1% 0p Cit., p.29 .- S
ms-m«m-!g‘g‘om, Yol, V, Fo. 3, Maréh 1{361. P33
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ST S _
Unfortumtelyasboththamburofuttlmmtheirmmic ‘
sj.tuation improved, in April 1861, hostilities between the !le\rth l.!ll Santh C
were conenced in the Unitad States. The fugitive ah'n traffic- ondod
Since the Soclety’s constitution stated that with the eud\uon of Southern
Sla.very 80 too-will the Society eeaae. the otf:m 'bopn to liquidlto the ’
essets, Before emining the actual liquithtion 1t ehould be noted that |
the Society land pol‘l.cies excluded all but actual Mﬂm from Southurn
bondageandonlyZSumsw&reallotodtomhutﬁn These conditions
.appe&rtoh;ve baenmcutodrohgj.&a];mcptinthom*othmnd
David Hotchkiss, the American Hisxlomy Association's nmumtivo in
Essex County, Following® persoml str.‘l.:!'o at llhmthn'g u'onnd 1855.
ea‘ta.hl.‘Lshec‘la a Church while his wife opomd a achool at the Id.ttle River,
' This school also a.ppeu-ed to h.ve been h!.l Mdom but follcwllg Aits
destruction he moved to the Puce River, in 1858, on land owned by the
Refugee Home Society. He was doeded M acres on 15 D.ocn'bcr. 1858,on Lot ?
whichmboundedhythel’nooﬂit&rmthaheono&d. l.m.nt mkae :
Line Road, The coist was $1ﬁm the, only condition imposed upon Rovmnd
Hotchkiasmthata.tlmtom-hltncrenstobowturnmotm“‘ i
" “(Mp281). Hotchkiss co-pliod with thia reservation for today tlu B&ptist .
owned Puce Memdrial Cemotery stands® on that 1ot. - Bo é.eﬁ.nltivo evidence .
exiatsastouhotherlotchuumlegmorcmmhn. bnt clurl;yha
| msmtaﬁgtihm&uthunhmmmulommm _
) thnnthausmlquohonSlcxu. Thunmm.vldlmtoluuah
Rave:end Hotchkiss reeeivad this pnfmnthl tr.utlont Hr- Eolhnd K
explained that shehndnndmtoodthntthohptim inPuoewmtoho.n

L)

-

"

146 John 0" Farrell mtmhnportodththomblmkhtnomld .
L Sikpson without actually. muxg that claim does raise some question
" as to its validity. . .

-y
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| boen allocatod 35 acres for their ceueto:cy Because of the lnnc.ity of
g thei.r mn‘be:r:a, in 185& and not focrésoeing a need in the future, “they wired
oﬂ' a section they domed !mﬁ':lcient and the rest was “sold. Even though®
th:l.s fact does not oxp.hin why Reverend Hptchldss was sold the land two
othea: posalbilities a:r:lse from i.t. A school was soon theu':aarter built on
that lot, Assuning that since t.he Ba.ptists did not take the fn]l 35 acres
" reserved for them, 1t may have been decided to bulld a.school on the
T prope:ty Goneoivably the p:'oﬁt from the stle of the h.nd would have.
provided H tchk:las ld.ththe fands to'bqildauifurnlnhthis BChool lmother
: posaibilj.ty was tha.t‘ the Society bnilt the school a.nd the prorit from the
e uleofthelandmintendsdaspaynenttotheﬂotchkims. This being
. thé.intemt then this’ remurieration would protably sct as a ‘supplement to ’
_'théaldtheymeivedﬁ'outhea\nn ThaSocietyspurposemylnnhon '
: ."‘f to relieve the parents fron corrl:rihtthg to their mpport. ,In ar.v mnt
"~ on 3 Octo'boz:, 1860 Reverend Hotcbkiss sola tho whole 40 acres. except for
the school and the' c‘ue‘tery to Géorge, Ldﬂley for :300 (uge82). Vhatever
" the inteint hnd boan, the profit o:[’$160 representbd an azmal dlvidend of

e 4

. 2, _,:_,$30-' . _.,—; ‘, LN . y .
| oot The hquidl.tion pe:riod saw um-‘*bthcr 1ncomdstencies. Besides
themoofEdnundern, L., Villian, mm«.,lmumgunr. Jones, Esquire,
. & Bichard A,. Golm (Hc936) tlaopln!'chsoda. large tract. His 137 acres

.t ."-\'

~a"'cost$‘l-00 Notutlmma.tnqthauhrgo "_-wotthomm ,
'., E uttlm bonght nore h.nd Imda Puno. John Valls, G. W. Glenn, James
I Shys, Golson V. Gu:l.da., Jnsies Hemry Hol.hnd. JohnihrdandJohn Jackson were

| -anong this lst, John VAlld bmdu the adamom 25 acres Ilmelnaed froa
- . the Soclety (He725) on 14 June, 1866, £1ve years hter he bought an additioml

- 43‘tm-m&'bonasmot(mjhs) mnnﬂunhtdimto

. cmoﬁ.nhly%m.,JmsHemHon&MhdMomdthoutﬂers
. who had. r-od.vod spochI oonsidmtion from thq Socdcty under the “111, aged,
..f‘:a::"": '-‘iy o ‘»- e ."__.'_‘ _ -~ S 1-.:-..:'0‘-_,‘_] .' ) I ol s )

1 Wae 43, 3o
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°* widow, or infirm® clause. Hig ﬂ.mt plot was 10 actes costﬂg $10 (H31335).
‘et in a short time he was able to purchase an a.dd.‘l.td.oml 9 m Ih.tch

.cost $50 (Mp1609), These two men perhaps were the ‘best muples of- tho
Refugee Home Society 8 contention in 1853, tl:at‘s 25 acres were emugh to .

afford each settlar a start, Through persoml industry and 1ndepenﬂsnce
— '
his possibilities were endless.

Other settlers who received 8pec.ta‘l comidmtlon fron tho Soc.tety
Were Anne Ha.lker, 244 acres for $25 (M683), Sarah Ann Cook. 12 ac:r:oa for $2
(SEp132), Lewis J, Ca.rtea:, 20 acres for $1 (Hni%) - According to Mra.
Holland, Sa.ra.h Cock was the mother of two children Jboin out ‘of lrpdlock
JIBT

while Lewis Carter was an aged. African. Héthod:l.st Qpimoplm Tho

Rarugee Home Society aclmowlodging the utoa.d:t’a.st mpport of the A.K.A, had

A .
provided, sent a draft for $500| .
A . "To aid the Froedman a.s your asaociation ‘

. Qeens best (since) your aasociation was one of the earliest and most faith-

e

ful agencies roz help of those mfrering pocr ones, w147

Thé Executive -
Committes algo a.llocated 20 acres of land‘to the A;H.A (Hc817) on the b
1 ‘Atiguist 1867. This was later resold to the Socj.ety for $195 on 16 P

Jamary, 1872 (Mg1526) The total eum pald to the A.M.A. was thorefoq:. -
$695. | ' B

The Refugee Home Society, for all intents and lltrpouo(s- ceased '
operations on 15 Jum, 18?6 On that dl.ta ‘I'hon.s Lucas Ptn'chud the la.at
' 25 acres for $75 (Mg2631) and Although the Socicty trustees, Hallock un

Walker, still concluded some business at the rogiaﬁ-y office up nlrul 1885.

147 Amerfican Missiopacy, Vol IX, o. 6, June 1865, p, 135

ir
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of Mamel Eaton, who pugmea'io'm' from G. Wy Glemn, the location

was incorrect on the origiml deed, so all pa.rties had to aign the comcted
copy. - '

‘ Rmpi'bnhting the land purchqu and distribution, all of the

' 2372 acres were purchased between July 1852 a.nd May 1856. The total

cost was .pprox.u.toly $5075. The"lands were located in Sandwich East
"'Tomhip around the Iittle Biver aves, and 1n Maidstone Towmship bounded
‘or Dear Pike'n Grook. Puce Biver, or Bolle River, The lnnds in Maidstons

 reglstered so the actual ‘figure was mha‘uyfu tpo. aTea of 85, Since this
nniber‘ill:ciuﬁeq- doedsmnted to GOIIO purcha.sm who were not fugitives
and l-dditioml Pﬂrcm Il-do by the Betthrs thaazelvea. 65 falilies

- would ropreunt a n:lrly acomto esuntion of the mn'bar of fanu.les

which the Remgoo Ho-o Society reloetted in Euax County. Considaring

the m'bu' !lh,ioh either lisntod to Haiti or noved on elsewhere, the actual “
‘ mbe:r may hl.vo mehod 80. Such 'b.:lns the ctse. the tottl Nosro Populatien
lth:loh qithet roudod on tho Home op roceived their start to m—emblish
'thauolm ,blaenhm would be 1n excess. of 300 pooplo. - . %’

-

-./ . &
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THE REFUGEE HOME SOCIETY: -ITS ORIGIN
OPERATION AND RESULTS, 1851 - 1876

]

. CHAPTER V
-y

CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, AND FRATERNAL-ORGA&IZATiONS

Background: | | : ,
' Prior to the Refugee Home Society establishing in
the Maidstone and Sandwich East area, a substantiai number of
Negroes already resided in thisgarea. There aepeers'to have
been quite & number of religious denominations.‘ Mrs.
Haviland renorted r"here-were in this colony a mixed
religious element - Baptist Methodist Presbyterian, and
Free - Will Baptist . . " 148 Of these groups no’ actual
church building was erected, bhut Were attended by various

-

traveliing,nreachers. '. :

1

-The Presbyteriens were visited by the Reverend .
Willian King from Buxton, but being a primrily white, R
'cangregation rew Negroee attended these services. Mrs, ‘
'Haviland repbrted of one rugitive*s vieu'of the uhite man's
| religion'

o o -

-’MHisa master was a Presbyterian minister,
but he had known him to whip his sister,
the cook, after comihg home late from
church, and said he would never have - . - o
faith in White folk's religion. -Since : ‘ -t

148 Laura S. Haviland, A Woman's Life Work, p. 196. .. - -
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coming to this colony he watched me a
long while before he made up his mind f“\\\
that uhite gﬁople could have a pure

religion." _

'

. The two major distinctly black religions in the
area were the Baptiete and the African Methodist - .

| *Episcopaleans. The cornerstone of the First Baptist
Church of Puce records its genesis to 18116, while the

A, M, E. began operations in Canada with the Upper Canada

Conference organized by Reverend. Mbrris Brown.21 July,

¢ I

Those &f the A. M: E. proclivity in the Maidstone =
and Sandwich area belonged to the West London Circuit
(London and all area: west). James Harper was appointed
the' travelling deacon but the congregation was small, for
the whole circuit only numbered 256. Some or,the goals of
the A. M, E. Church were that:

N\'"“lll preachers should preach expressly in
- favour of education, and everywhere

encourege it. Sabbath schools be establish-

‘ed wherever possible and the first, Fridey

of each year to be set apart as a da{

. fasting, thanksgiving, and prayer. 51

In 1841 Josiah- Henson was ordained 8 preacher and

took over the services in Essex and Kent countles. The

: rollouing year #n July, Henson was ordained a deacon and

|1h9 . Cit., p"196.
150 gLenie_—l A. Payne, History lof A.M.E, Church Vol. I, p. 128.

151 Q;E. cu:., p. 129.



‘-qlear, but his replacement was not named 1n the A M. E.

~‘Ind:!.ama and Canada Conference. This Conference divided

-‘. u.. .‘ - 12 Ca

appointed to the Colchester Ciroult which ineluded Maidstone.
The circuit was small for yearly collections were usually
lese"than .$20. In 1848, Heneon left the Church, whether

it was of his own volition or whether he wds ousted is not

Church History. In 1851 all of Canada West came under the

b
directorshio of Bishop Quinn, who presided over the )

pthe‘Colchester circuit 1nto two in 1853. Windsor, Sandwich, v

“and the Industrial Institute became the Sandwich circuit

the - 152

while ‘Amherstburg and Colchester remained CoIchester circult,

In all probability these revisions were necessitated by the
Influx of Negro fugitives esceping Americen slavery who
settled in Essex Co 1ty. _ -

}

The Baptists were formally organized by the
Amherstburg Baptist Association in 18&0- : ~

"Wherever two or three families sattled,
they assembled themselves to give pr&ise.
to their God, ., . . small grogbs mat for
worship on: the Sabbath in homes op in
schools &ll over the country,’ and dur
the week, prayer mgetingsfwere held from
house to house."

In the early years 1t1nerant preachera were appolint- -
ed to visit these various. Baptist enclaves. The first’

4.
appears to have been'Horace Hawkins of Arherstburg and, every.

152 Ibid., p. 295 _ ’ .
153 Reverend H., S. Talbot, moderator, Pnthrindérs of Libertx
and. Truth, A.Centur with the Amherstbur Regulap
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.year thereaftér a new travelliné miésionary was appointed.
~-Brother Wilson Carter served this function for two

. consecutive years, 18&5-18&6. The remuneration was always
small, so in 1847 it was proposed that three preachers
divide this work up 80 no one would be forced to suffer the
financial burden for ;he whole year. A measure was also,
"Recommended\that each church msmber give one cent per . .
waek- for m;ssionary collections. In addition sisters were
asked to make.a donation for Amhebstburg Bantist Association
treﬁsury.“‘l5h 18447 also marked the year Elder Washington
Christian made a ﬁiasionary tour of all-fhe Bavtist

Churches as far hes£ as Chatham bufnstill the rermnersation
was poor. In 1852, Elder A. Brown wes to have the expenses
qf his travels deffayed(from the individual churches in
which he laboured, but Judging from the various novel fund
‘.‘raising schemes which were proonosed following this date, it
"appears that Elder Brown also suffered the same fate as his

predecessors. ) —

In tﬁetﬁncatidnai éituationj'it has already been
stated that in theory, the law. either allowed Negro admissions
into public achools or Negro aeparate schools were to be
established . In practice, aside from the odd Negro ‘which
was'admitted into the public schools, the majority of
communitigs were bereft of Negro educational ,naitutions.
Such was the situation when in 1852,.Henry Bibb, Horace

15!.'. OE- Cit.", p-'. 3-
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Hallock, and Reverend'éharles c. Foote; the education
committee for the Re}ugee Home Society,‘hired Lau;a Smith
Haviland to fulfill the position of teacher at Little
.River effective September 1852.

Mrs. Haviland recorded that prior to her appoint-
- ment a frame house had already beeh- erected for a school

and meeting purvoses seven or eight miles from Windsor. . In

that autum:

!

"~ ™ opened school and gave notice . . . '
' there would be a Sabbath school for'parents i
" and children ., . . This drew a number of
callers who had no children to see if
(they) could come to my Sabbath school,
when (I) told them it was for everybody
of any age who desired to come, my school
house was filled to utmost capacity . . .
It was not strancd to listen to many
crude ldeas; but/a more sarnest, truth
seeling congcregdtion we seldom find-. . ." 155

She added that after six weeks of steady atténdance,
fifteen young men and women could read the second reader,.
and write a legible hand, and draft a negotlable ngﬁe:'l
According'to her own feport she had between aevéﬁty and‘
eighty éfudents, faﬁd not one dull scholar in that number;.
aléhough the same digparity is f;ﬁnd among them that exiéta
in all other schools." 156 | |

‘ Meanwhile the Methodist -element proposed that the
. - o . . . . .

individual religious elements unite into a single body.

-Mrs. Havilahd; deeming. 1§ unwise to-organize from any one

a B

- 155 Laura S, Haviland, A Women's Life Work, p. 192.
156 Donald Simvson, Negroses In Ontario, p. 608, quoted from
the Provincial Freeman, 13 October, -185S.

. ]
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-denominatidq, counter oroooeed a Union Christian Church

without disturbing the Church relationship of any one with
His Srevioue effrliation. This provosal uqq quickly adopted
and 1bh Reverend Foote making frequent apneanances on

Sundeys, the religiouelorderjof the settlement followed

- this format dﬁring Mrs. Haviland's stay.

~

Realizing her devarture was 1mm1nent the Society

organized further plans faor that contingency- Brother.

X Pbglothin, a recently arrived Wesleyan Hethodiet minister

y

end N. P, Colver of Detroit, to organize thelr church. He

from Virginia,‘took over the chenge of the hethodist flock,
and assumed the teachin; duties of both the déy and

Sabbath schools and the prayer ‘meetings which accomoanied

this position.

L%
Those of the Baotiet oersuasion called unon Rever;r

-\

ordained Brother (Iereel) Camobell tb 1ook aftar the

.J\'o -h

soiritual neeads of thie group. The two denominations were
@ - .
to alternate the uee of the Church _evary other Sunday.

- Mrs. Haviland reoorted that, because of the small numbers,

-Wafter the 4th meeting, the Baptists diecontinued ‘and

joined the Methodist proclivity." 157 The African Methodist

Episcopal Churph hoyever soon’ would cease operations in

e d

-Qanada. About .8 year after this union, on July 21, 185u,

the. Canadian A. M, E. conference petitioned*the Americ&n

General- Conference, " .. To set us apart as a seoarate

"-body . .n 158 The Canadian churches began to organize as

~°

Sg Laura S. Haviland A WOman ) Litg Work, p. 201. .
1 Deniql Payne, Hiatorx o +E.: Churgh Vol. p. 321.
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a peperate entity, ard eccording"fo-?&e. Haviland this’
Metnodist group came under the auspices of the Britieh
L:Methodist Eniscopal Chur?h-of Carieda, organized at the )
"Chatham Convention 22 Seétember, 1856, quer the f' -id
Episcopacy of Reverend Willis Nazrey. '

‘ ' « ’ o \
Churches. .« - ' . R r o

| Reidtivel& little‘hae been abie-éopﬁe comﬁiledﬂby

thls researcher about the B. M.-E. churches that were .
established in the area. 159 Some facts which are available
however seen to indlcste that the B. M E““group at. Little
River elther joined the Bautist denomination in ‘that area
or -joined the Puce River group which continued to share
'facilities elternating each Sunday with the Bapt’ists until
June 1872. At that time, the Baptist congregation paid the

Refugee Home.SpQ&aty "$50 to buy out the Methodist interest.
.lhe Hgfugee Home Soclety then deeded one half acre of lend

to Golson W. Canade;'Geonge Glen, and Henry Frenklin,

.trustees.of.the B. M. E. Church. A church and cemetery‘was

erected on ‘the site which is still standing today._ Lwing in "

a thick bush, about 200 feet from Highway 42, and nearly
one half m_lepeast of the Puce Memorial Cemetery, a red
Treame building is sti@l arect, The.cemeteryﬁwhich had been

buried for yesars under fallen leaves-and thicket'was found'.

159 Correepondence with both- the A. HZE headquarters . in
the United States, and the B.M.E. ‘headquarters in

- Canada has failed t6 produce any information at
this date. o e
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n_.in 1962 by two boys who lived on the adjacent farm. Mr.

- Chandn the boys’ father reports that ‘the frame bullding

has pillars much regsembling a church, a Plethora of
evidence exists to support his belier, Mrs, Holland and
Mrs. Jones both recall a B, M. E. Church and a A. M.-E.

Church in that area located slde by side separated only

by a vacant lot. Malcolm Wallace supports this, "Neaf the
corner of Puce River and the Base Line, there were at one
time a school and three churches « « .the Baptist A.M.E,
and B,M,E." 160 py Worby, a reporter for the Windsor® Star, .

in 17 April 1962 printed a reoort with & picture of’ the

cemetery centering upon a large tombstone bearing the

'inecription "Lewis Jackson - Born a Slave in Kentucky,

Died April 12, 1897 age 62"' 161 A confirmation from Charles
Lewson, an officfal of the B. ME. Church Conference in

Detroit corroborated the existence of the two churches side

- by side. Mr. Worby assumed that since Lewig Jackson s

tombstone was so0 superior in both size and quality to ‘the

" others around it then Jackson may have. been the preacher.

This appeara 1ncorrect for both Mrs. Hollang-and the Society

deeds concur that he was a farmer. Mr. Worby also assumed

"that’ Lewis Jackson belonged to A. M. E. Church but %rs.

Holland stated that he was a member of the B. M. E. group.

.Begides - Lewis Jackson and the three trustees 1iated on the

160 Malcolm Wallace, The Scbtch Settlement, p. 195.
161 Carnegie Library Screp Book Vol. L3 Essex County Negroes,
Windsor, pp. 26-27. |

.
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deed cother fﬁmilieé'ﬁelongihg to this denomination were the
- Beechems, the Cooks, the Allens, and the Carters. It '
appears that Lewis Carter, even though he had been ;n A.M.E.
preacher, jalned the B.M.E. in 1856. ' However, when the
A.M.E. Church experienced a revival around 1880,.he re join--
ed his vrevious Church.

No definite information was avallable to identify éﬁ?
the nastors which administered to this group.' The Canadg T
Directogx for these years does list ~the ministers of the
B.M.E. Church who lived in or around the Windsor area.
Among these weré included J. L. Chfistian of Amherstburg
and J. B, Huffman of Windsor in 1860. In 1é61: N. H.
Turpin was stationed at Colchester, followgd by Benjémin
. Whipper, Caswell Crosbj, G. R, Bloute, Thomas Jeffersoﬁ,

 Benjamin Whiv:er, and W. Hawkins in that order until 1869.162

-

Further' insight to this group—i%aavailable from the

Ninutes of The Seventeenth Sesslon of the Annual Conferencé

of the B.M. E. Church held at St.Catherines in 18?3. The

- Puce’ Rivér Mission was under Reverend Thomas Jefferson the
travelling deacon for the area. He revorted; one chapel
with a congregation of 26 members, a Sabbath School staffed
by two teache:s under the directorship of a Superintendent
with sn enrolment of 20 scholars supplied’ with 36 books,

Y

162 Canada Directory, John Lovell Printers, Montreal:
Volume B, 1855 to Volume 22, 1869.

-
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A Juvenile Missionary Society, “Eetablished on the principle
of total abstinence from the use of intoxicating ligquor and

tobacco," 163 was also repgrted to be in operation.

~

The Baptists - Little River

Around 1855, two distinct religious groups.were
organizad. One established by Reverend David Hotchkiss who
used his own home for church services on Sunday and. a school
during the week. Quite possibly this was the same bullding
Mrs. Haviiand nad teughtignd rggided. The other grouo was "
organized by the Baptists living in the Little River area.
They bullt their church on Tecumseh Road ad Jacent to the
Little River about 50, yards east'or'-Lauzonl Road. In that
_Year, under the sponsorship of Reverend Israel Camgbell the
itinerant migsionary of that annual term, and their clerk
" Brother David Cooper, the-congregetion applied for admission:
into the imherstburg Baptist Association.  They reported a
ggembership of oniy nine, so understandably $i wes, all that
could be mustered to help defray the expenses the traVelling
missionary 1n¢nnred. In 1856, Reverend Camel reolaced
Reverend Campbell as the itinerant .preacher and even though
the remunerationbyee small it appears that his visite were
regular. In 1857, the 'gospal ‘'was only preached twice.
Led by clerks or licentiates 'the regular prayer meetings

were still continued but recruitment remained slow.

163 Reverend R. R, Disney, The Seventeenth Segsion of the

| Annual Conference of the British Methodist Episcopal
Church, E. S. Leavenwonth printer, St. Catherinee.

1873, p. 12. : . '
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In 1858 among ‘the 11 members reported five attended the
Annual Convention as delegates. These uere, 'David Gooper, -

M. P Newman, L. H. Davis, G. Johnson, and ‘L. Lynn." 164 -

Reverend Hotchkiss on, the other hand, was experlenc-

v * 'JJ%

ing greater success. In a letter dated 2l November, 1856,
he reporteﬁ; | | -
- "« .+ . Our little church is doing well,

everything considered, it now numbers

seventeen an 1ncrease of six since its

organization, and there will 'soon be

others added. . . . I have more calla ‘

to preach than I can nossibly £111. 16§

In April 1857, the membership had increased te 22,
and still the requests for ministerial labour were more than
he could meet. At this tims the Proyincial Freeman
agitation began to intensify. He was accused of being in
collusion with Reverend Foote in hiding the sordid facts of
the tyrannical practices Foote was inflicting upon the
settlers of the Home. Coincidentally his house was burned
" to the.ground by incendiaries.. Courageously he rebuilt his
home and once again it was razed by fire. He abandoned
plans to rebuild it agsin and dQC1dBS to maintein this
mission by circuit travel headquartered from the Puce
settlement. His letter describing these ovenﬁe displayed
‘no rancor,  "Some stood in doubt but there are many among

them a goodly number of plous men anad women as he ever

knew anywhere.™ 166 e cangregation at che,apphrently .

165 Americen Missionary, Vol. I No. I, Januarg 1857, P. 1, .
166 American Missionary, Vol. I, No. 6 June 1857, p. 13 3.
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were not as impressed by Mrs. Cary's comments: —
'‘". . . The people seem very anxious he
- should attend,‘thq day before his: writing,
the congregation voted and earnestly
requested him to do 80, and pledging them-

selves to welcome and ehcourage his
labours." 167 ' :

< -
Hotchkisé‘maintained his former missions but things
- Were not as before, in May he reported the attendance to be
"tolerable"”, while in August, the attendance was revorted

low because of a "Baptismal of two young ladies."

This point alsd reveals the competitién Between the
congregation administered by Reverend Hotchkiss and the
group belénging to the Baptist Church. The years following
Reverend Hotchkiss' moving. to Puce, following Mrs. Cary's
allegaéions, the Little River Baptist Church shows g 200
per cent -increase in membership. ~From 11.in 1858 the
number jumpdd-to ‘22 b& 18603 among this new mermbership were
Clerk Edrmund Rollins, George Stewarf, L. Turner, J. Ellis,
H, Younge, W. Carnis, A. Bglter, and John Walls,while the

. ) N ' -
Sunday’ School enrolment had.reached 40. This peak hoﬁgver

E RS |

was short lived, in 1861, the membership dropped to 13 and
in 1862 to 1Q.

As the Baptist mamQ?rship dropped, the Reverend
Hotchkiss group experienced d-revival, Reverend thﬁﬁle's

report for the winter of 1860 stated: . (
’ » ' T

167 American Miaaioﬂggx, Vol. II, Xo. 5, May 1858, p. 104.
. : 3 .

o
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". . . (the) Church numbgred sixteen
members. The meeting was held in a large
.1log achool heuse, which on this- occasion
‘was well filled. Mach enthusiasmlwas

displayed and another ‘appointment was asked
for the afternoon, . . . The. violent p

opposition has abated, and a more attentive
congregation than that which was gathered
on this occasion, is seldom seen, . . . " 168
Pe@se, probably judging by the violence and Mrs,.
Cary's allegations, assessed Hotchkiss to be ,"A dubious
asset for he despised the Negroes as debraved and inferior,"169
This conclusion seems particularly harsh and investigation

of the reasons why Reverend Hotchkisa! position improved in

the Little River area will, we believe, soften this assess-

ment. The demise of the Provincial Freéﬁan, and the succéass
and tranquility he enjoyed at Puce began to cause a8 revision
of the poor 1mage Mrs. Cary had depicted His courageous-
ness in rebuilding hils home once, and his later continuance

of his mission in the race of violence attested to his
dedicetion. His wife's death in 1859 also afrorded him an
excuse to guit the situation, but he refectsd any such idea.
This violence had not been the first Hotchkies had experienced.
While at Amherstburg, he had striven to make the Negro
conscious of the advieability of industry and eelr-depend-

ence. In so ¢oing, he exposed a number of dishonest begging .

‘groups, Winks reported that for his trodblee, hils well was

polsoned, In 1857 59, sure that the settlers would

168 American Mission » Vol, V, No. 3, March 1861, p. 55.
169 William Pease, Black Utopia, p. 121.




.innocent of any wrong doing.
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repudiate this violenca and relly tp support him," 170

blaming the violence upon a small grouo who Were working,
"to drive svery, white miasionary friom the' colony." 172

Judging from his reaction Hotchliss. believed himself

-

b

3

The final possibility for renewed interest was
suggested by Reverend M. N. Mitchell reoorting on the
ineffectiveness of the travelling missionary scheme°

". ... The school-houses are used for

worship on ;ndays, wherl they can get

preachers. hey do not 1lke to ‘€0 into

the back woods, If they do they do not

like to go thro ough snow, very often half- . o
leg deep, or knee e deep. Therefore they - .
have but few sermons during the winter.

:+ . +There is a great’ deal of spiritual .
bareness, and intellectual ignorance." 172

-~ \
No doubt the more religicnsly conscious concluded
that a Reverend Hotchkiss, eccused on questionable evidence,

was a superior circumstance than one where no minister -

‘existed at all. . S

!

To corroborate that Reverend Hotchkiss had indeed
found new popularity at Little River, then upon his voluntary
retirement in 1862, the Baptist Church should have experienced

& corresponding revival. &hie appears to have been the case. N

~ The following-year, the membership rose to 29 from'le, eveh

though this Probably includes the Tive members from Pike

170 Donald Simmson, Negroes In Onturio, p. 62,

171 Og. Cit., p. .
172 ell’ The Uhderground Rail—Road p. lh?




139
Creek.‘ Hotchkiss' effect becomes even more significant .
considering that the number had nearly tripled despite the
._loss of Negro settlers because of the Haitian 1mmigration.
The norm bemained well over 20 unt11 1869 with a congregation
ol 28 they felt themselves sufficiently strong to afford
. a part - ~bime minister. Reverend A. Williams assumed ‘the
positiou'alternately every other Sunday witL the Puce-
Baptist Church “With the passing of the Fifteenth Amand-
ment in the Hniteduﬁtates, many Negroes moved back to the
.U.S.A.“.173 ihis “reverse migmation had a significant
\ attritioncrate for by 1880 various asmall Baptiit Churches
. \rﬂgggsuch asg New Canaan and Mt Pleasant had ceasedu;perations.
| The Little River Eroub reported only six members and 1t too
was soon- to close its doors. In all Drobability the remain- .
'1ng membership transrerred to either Puce or Windsor..

o

-,

ThefPuce Baptist Church

The Puce River Church was initially established. along

-'tﬁe same lines’ as the one at Little River. The Baptists

and the AJM, E., later B.M, E., would utilize the bullding
ieVery alternate Sunday. The ri¥st minister to preach at

Puce was Reverend Charles C. Foots. No doubt he aiternated_
-Service here with his duties ‘at White Lake and the Baptist

Church at Little River. In 1855, Reverend Hotchkiss began

a circuit which included Puce, Pike Creek, and Little River.

Al1 of these points were anumerated in the.“History of Puce -

% 173 Minutes of the Amherstburg Association, p. 29.
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' Baptist Church", written 1in Pathfinders of Liberty and

Truth:

"This structuré was bullt on logs and

8erved as both school and church services,
being held alternately between the Baptists
and the Methodists fop 8qveral years, Firgt
ministers were Elder Foot - « o.Elder Hodgekiss,
and Elder Washington." 17& S

This plan was continued until the Hotchkisses moved
to Puce and a school was esfablished on Base Iine Road in-
1858. No data about this congregation 1s available unti

1858 when the moembership was 14, ", . . mostly new converts,

and I think they are generally of the very best material."l75
.Ié December, Hotchkiss rpﬁorted:
.3, : : : _ .
@ "During the present quarter . -« (We) -
e « o have been in a prosperous condition -
having had a revival spirit all the time,
(and) now numbers 23 membegs-a -
Reached as high as 26." 17
This figure remained the norm until 1862. Again as
testimony to’itchkish appeal, the year after he retired the
membership dropped to 12. ﬁert without a minister, the
church'ﬁombers under the direction of\their clerks, Granvilile

. o , :
Lawson and John Jackson, requested admittance into- the
Arherstburg Association 17" 1863, Growth ‘was slow until
1866, when the membership increased to 2l from 17 of the

.prewioua yoar, This rigure'remained constant until 1878

174 Pathfinder of Liberty and Truth, .p. 88..
175 American Missiona s> Vol. II, No. B, August 1858, p. 200.
176 Cit., Vol, » No. 12, December 1858, p. 292,

-
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when the membership jumped to 37 memhera. éhus unusual ]
Increase may have been partly attributed to the demise of

"the churches at’ New Canaan and Mt Fleasant. Some of these

members probably joined the Puce Church. S

The rirat paator mentioned at Puce was ReverendoS

‘H. David in‘1865, but because of the old ‘nemisis of inauf-
Tiocient funds his name did not appear-in the report of the
following year, In the next three years the church appear-
ed to grow in etature for in 1868 the Annual Convention

was held here. One of the highlights of the Baptist
ASsociation occurred when Elder Anthony Binga Senior, a
renown Negro minister and an original member of the
Association, ordained his son Anthony Junior._ As further
testimony to the church's growth A D. Williama was hired

on an alternate weekly basis with the.Little River Church

in 1869, Reverend J. W, Faulkner replaced him in 1871

and he remained until 1879. Members of this ' church

Included John Jackson, Granville‘Lawson, Deacon John Walls, .
Matthew Walls, R. M. Duling, Thomas Green, George Washingtor,
S. Glenn, and J. Sampson. In 1870, a Sabbsath School of 33 -
scholars and four teachers was, reported directed by
Superintendent John Walls. 1In 1880, Noah Johnson had become
the Superintendent George Scott the secretary, Matthew '
Walls, John Walls, and Manuel Eaton the assiatant aecretariea,_

and Parthania Walls the teacher, while the enrolment appeared‘



.
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to eqal 29;

In 1850 the Baptiet Association etrongly urged the
practice of temperance upon 1its membership and this guide-
line appears to have been followed with strict adherencs.

""" In November 1856, Reverend Hotchkiss suspended, "One
member for using spirituous liquors.” 177

S ) Reverend Faul. kner besides attendingfto his
congregation's epiritual needs also looked after their.
phyeical ones. Belng g carpenter In 1872 he built the
rrame church which remained until 2& October, 196l, when a
new 55,000 brick-structure'replaced the old one. The old
church stood uhere the parking lot. of the nresent church is.
now. One of the designers of the present edifice was
Clifford Walls, a descendant of the ‘original Walls family
and an employee of - the Planning Department at the’ University
of Windsor.

“Schools . : : TN

As stated previously I&s. Haviland the first teacher
was eucceeded by Brother Maglot;in John Martin assessed
the changeover- "We have a school here, I cannot tell whether
it is good or~not, as 1t has just commenced under a new _

teacher. The former one did well." 178

-
v -

17? American Mieeionagx Vol. I, No. I, January 1857, p.'3.
17,,Ben4:min rew, A North- Side "View of Slavery, p. 335.




but when Hrs. Hotchkiss

- .- The duration of?Mf.

-

1855, there is no record of any other teacher being

Maglothin's tenure is uncerta

n3

3

opédhd a school at Little River in

‘present. According to the Proviﬁéial Freeman, the Socisty

also hired -a *r. Williams as a teacher. Necessarily his

teaching position was at Puce. His ﬁay was to have been .

one shilling ver. week per pupil over the quota of 25 he

was able to attract to his school. Dennis Washington

t

accused that the parents did not like Reverend Foote's

to school. The issue was much'more‘coﬁplex'than the

simplistic view Washington offers.

'teachers and as a result, were not sending their children

It appears that the

1n

-

necegsity of educsation was.not-a\grime consideration inwthg

minds of most parentsi This view was @ reflection of the

ideas of manj Negro leaders:

Clas

4

"Others felt the Negroes should be
prepared for an agricultural 1ife or for
lower jobs in light industries or in the
service industries. These people saw
themselves as practical people. If most
of the Negroes had half-decent jobs they
felt there would be no problem. A high
proportion of the black leaders were
®nvinced that the best type of practical
job was to be found on the farms. The
Agricultural Commlttee of the Anherstburg
Convention was merely echoing the sentiments
of many when they urged, 'that our oppressed
race in North America should as fast as
possible. . . abandon the cities and villages
+ « .g0 into the country where you can teach
your sons and dsughters the more honourable
business of farming'." 179 C o

p

-

179 Donald Simpson, Negross Iﬁ Ontgrio, . 62&)

)

’

LI



-

v

-

-

<3 .

The True'Bands dlso acknowledged thts view when_one
)
of tneir goals was, "to improve all schools, and indqee

#

Another condition retarding the varents enthusiasm fdr-

schooling for their cAlldren was that in striving to clear

land - and harvest & ¢ropy; to both sustdin themselves and to
make payments on thefr land, the children renresented a
viable lebour force which®in most cases cbuld not be spared
Secondly, educetion in’ the forms.of school materiels end ‘
clothing for their ofrsnring represented” an additionsl

expense which the berents could not or would not subsidize.
y ~

Egmhe Refugee Home Society realized this dilemma Ir
Dennis Weshington 8 statement can be accepted then Foote
threatened to remove all parents from the Home who did not
send their.children to school. .Ef Foote did state such a
condition, theﬂ,it proves emphatically the amount of
importence the officers or‘the Refugee Ho;e Seciety_placed
upon the’ ducetion'of tne Negro YOungsters. HiS-unusual
offer of:gﬁgment to Mr. Willilams based upon-a quota system,
can also be interpreted as an effort by the Society to _
cajole the teachers to .become themselves more attractive to

thp parents, which ‘would in turn raise the school enrolrent

Finally, Reverend Hotchkiss asked for clothes for the

’ sohool children so the parents would be . relieved of yet

-

xheir race to send their childfen into the schools . , ," 180

o

another ogndition which restricted educetion for their off- °

s

1‘80'Benja~in1n Drew, A North-Side Viex of Slavery, p. 165.
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Mr. Williams was succeeded by F G. Anderson at
Puce in 1857 while at Little River Dbe. Hotchkiss operated
that school rrom 1855 until the strife in 185? The follow-
ing year when the Hotchkisses .relocated at the Puce River,

Mrs: Hotcﬁkiss opened a school there and renorted an enrol-

ment of LO. .Her expecta ions were high that_a further

increase would occur in December.' It is ﬁot clear, who 1if
anyone, renlaced her at Puce. In all Drobability since the
school houee had been hurned to the ground no ene assumeu i

a teaching- ‘vosition there: This 1s further indicated by

her husband's report that his circuit work was receiyina
tolerable attendance both' in the church and.the school. . o
From this atatement elther ir. Hotchkise was doing ‘the

teaching after his sermons, or his wife was accompagying

him on the circuit work ‘and 1ooking after the academic needs.

In Novehber 1859, Mrs. Hotcnkiss relinquished her teaching

- duties et the Puce «School because of 111 health and ‘on the

. 27th of that.month 'she died. Reverepd Whipple's eulogy

written posthumously stated: : . ~ S

"Mrs. Hotchkiss had 30 pupils, a few of
which were white. MNone have made much
advancement, but some are. good readers,
and all appear to love their teacher for
her ‘kindness, and her devotedness to
their welfare. Her education and edvant-
eges would qualify her to teach a school ..
of a much higher grade than this one." 131

-

181 American Misslonary, Vol. V, No. 3, March 1861, p. &5.
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Reverend Mitchell, it "appears made his tour of the

Society spon thereafter which caused him to conclude:

". . . There are two schools built of hewed
logs, perhaps there 1s a school three months
in the year, but oftener none at all, some-
times for the want or teachers, at other "182
times for want of money to pay the teachérs. _

Following'this assessment, and Révprend “whipple's
reﬁont that in 1860, Mr., W. W. Whéeler, a ' student from

Oberlin Ohlo, was teaching at the Little River with a school

cof thirty pupils, there is g dearth of infSrmAtion as to
what occurred to the schbols after this date. Dopald
Simpson does regort thgt_by the 1860'3,'the Refugee Home
‘Society was.aiﬁing anothér'Negro school 1ﬁ-Chatham run by
Mrs. Shadd, a éistar—ih-law of Mrs._Caryﬁ It seems ironical
that the Shadd clan after thei;.vehemant'opposition to the
Refugee Home Soclety and ﬁhe question of begging did not
mind accepting a $150 a year from the Society. Possible
Insight éo‘tﬁe‘GCcurrence to the Home'élschools was ﬁrovided
"'by Samel Gnidley‘Hawe, who reported ‘that soﬁe.Negrq
commmities had opted for separété Negro schools:

"Dy, Ryerson, the Chief Superintendent of

. Public Instriuction in.C ada West., . , ]
(stated). . . in count municipalities, 1t* .
is the optien of the coloured people to, =
have separate schools or not.
» « « In some country places, the trustees
have .refused to gdmit colored children to
the sthools, the parents have appealed to
me, I hhve referred them to the courts;
and the courts havé always given decisions
in their favour." 183 .

I

182 Mitchell, Undsrgrouhd'ﬂéil-ﬁoad, p. 7. '

183 Samuel‘Gridley Howe, The Refugees From Slavery In Canada
Wast - A'Regort to_the Freedmag’s Inquiry Commission .
I%gu; Arno rgss:'Naw§¥prk, 1369, p. ?2., '
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L ?



17

[
r

Howe reported that‘the coloured people of Chatham,
Malden, and Windsor opted for this choice. The exact date
1s not stated but in 1859, Heverend Mitchell reported that
even at that early date, the Soclety's schools were recelv-
ing: one halﬁ of the teachers' salaries from the government,
This gdded revenue could explain how the Society could
afford to supplement the school in|Chafham. The idea of
separate Negro schoois soon fell fraﬁ disf:;our for .in 1864

Kowe reported, "There is

groving feeling on the part of
the coloured people that ¢ oy made‘a_mistake in asking for
separate schools, and a s rong disposition is manifested

to give themup . , " 1

The Soclety's #chools had never been exclusively
black as reported by Mrs. Hotchkiss who had some. whita
students attending., This integration may have been more

due to a question of proximity thﬁn a question of the white
parent's.enlightened view. The township of Mhidstone
operated on‘y two schools one,~fIn the village of Puce near
the shore of Lake St.Clair and one at Plke Creek." 185 Both -
had been bullt in 1853, and both were a considerable distance

from the Puce River area,

With the onset of the American Civil War, the
Soclety's days became numbered. Sometime between 1861 and
© 1872 the Townshio of Maidstone must have taken over the

184 Op. Cit., p. 52.
- 185 Neil F. Morisson, Garden Gateway to Banada, p. 23.

>
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_qontroi of the Edward C. Walker School on the Base Line
Road next to the Puce River. This fact was officiélly
' recorded ih Maidstone deed E14i5 which in 1872, trﬁnsferred
that school to the Maidstone Board of Education. The

only two contingencies the Society meosed were that
8school ba continued for at 1east another ten years and a
rent of $1 be paid for the period. These conditions being
satisfied then the ownership of the building and the one-
éu@ifer acre of 1and'shrrouﬁding it woula be the property
of tﬁe Township of Maidstone. Further proof that this

school was still in existence appeared in the Essex.Record

of 1875, when 1t published that ore election post 1n
- Maidstone was at "The School Housa at the Puce River." 186
This school was conceivably naméd S. S. No. 9. This
supbosiéionris based upon the fact that.énother S. s. No"gu
was built on the Puce Road scross from the Baptist Ghurch
in 1913 Since country schools take on the —ame of th9ir'
‘School Section,.the original wooden structure is only one
mile north from the brick edifice built later. Another
‘factor is that a S. S. No. 9 existed as early as 1871 and
1872 as witnessed by the names of G. Hann and ‘J, Alexander
.. teaching there in'those ygars, 187 Neithér-pne of these
bulldings sre being emvloyed under the same circumstances
undér which they were built. The latter'is now.a house,
while the_former was bought by Albert Scott and converted

into a tavern. Later it was remodelled into = grocery

' 186 Essex Record, Vol. I, No. 18, 19 March, 1875, p..3, Col. 3.
187 Op. Cit., Vol. X, No. 620, 7 March 1873, p. 3, Col. 3.
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store but around 1930 the building was torn down and today

the lot is vacant

Thé other Negro children of the Society's settlers
attended S. S. No. 3 at Pike's Creek. Some teachers in
the 1870's were Julia King and Mary Ann Franklin (nee
Hamilton), a Negro who appears to have been the daughter
of Willis Hamilton an original settler on the Home. Mrs.
Holland recalls thet Mary Ann Franklin taught her mother
during that decade and then her brother Willis Hamilton
also taught at that school for a short period.-

A description of the type of education these
children received was written by Theodule Girardot, the
Essex County inspector. Hié remarks were included in
Ryerson's Annual Report for 1870. ™A1l the schools in my
divisioh, with very feow excentions, are wel} orovided with ‘
maps, tablets, time tables, programmes, etc." 188 Another
distinguished Negro graduate, besides the Hamilton 3, was
Rosabelle Scott Molok, Mrs. Holland's aunt. Her dates as
-11sted on her- tombstone at the Puce Memoriel Cemeatery
record her: born in 1873 and death in 1933. She was

reported to have attended and graduated from the high

" school in Windsor. Unfortunately the corroboration of this

fact through the Windsor Board of Education 13 1mpossible

for the Board keepﬂ no records orior to 19006. Evidence of

183waid., Vol. I, No. 18, 19 March, 1875, p. 3, Col. 3.



.'Fraternal Organizations

| 150

Mrs. Moloybstatura among her contemporaries is recorded

in Pathfing 5. which named her as,

- "the first working President of the Arherstburg Women's

Home and Foreign Missionary Association™, 189

i
L4

The fimst such organization in the Essex County

- -~ 8rea appears to have been the True Bands recorded by

Benjamin Drew in 185l). In his renort the True Bands were }

defined as:
". . .Those who are willing to work, can

procure emoloyment in a short time after

their arrival, so that was speclally needed,

is such associations of friends at the

different places where fugitives land, as

will interest themselves in the coloured -

man, put him in the way of finding employ-

ment and extend to him such encouragement

In the way of grants of land or otherwise

&8 his altered circumstances may require.™ 190

The residents of the Home and other settlers in the
vicinitj had also orgenized a True Band. ' Little op nothing
has been recorded or preserved by this éroup. Examining
the goals of the group in Chafham, some insight miéht also

. be:- gained reghrding the settlers in the Windsor area:

"A True Band is composed of colored versons ‘
of both sexes, associated for their owm -
improvement. Its ocbjects are manifold,

mainly these: the members are to take a

general interest in each other's welfare;

to pursue such plaris and objects as 'may be

for their mutual adventage,. . .to break

down all prejudice; to bring all churches

189 Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth, p. 89.
" 190 Benjamin Drew, A North-Side View of Slavery, o. 326.
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as far as possible into one body, and not let
minor differences divide them; to prevent .
litigation by referring all disputes among.
themselves to a committes, to stop the begging
system entirely,. . .to raise such funds :
among themselves as may be necessary for the
poor, . the sick, and the destitute fugitive
newly arrived; and to prepare themselves .
ultimatelg to bear thelr weight of political
power." 191 . v '

\

Ta carry out these objectives they proposed to meet
once a month, to hear ‘suitable lectures and to pay dues
whipﬁ would be used to fund their various functions. It
seems 1ncon§eivable tﬁat the settlers on the Home, who.had
Just reéently escaned from slavery and were barely aking
out a subsisgenpe whlle clearing their land could‘manage to
pay any sfim, noimatter~how minute, to support other fugitives.
Other True Bandé 8lso suffered a short life due to the
controversy which arose as to wﬁether'money obtained throngh
beggling, should be used‘to'hélﬁ alleviate the conditions of
the newly arrived. Since.the stoppage of begginé had been .

one of the True Band's goal, the movement quickly ceased.

Another factor which may have quickened .the demise
of the Bands was.the number of fraternal orgsnizations that
Were initiated in Essex Couhty at the same time. The'first
lbdge the Masons, was manned.mainly by thefﬂoﬁkers.of the
Great Western Rallway in 185}, The Masonic order quickly
further established itself in Amherstburg, Kingsville and

Sandwich’.,, Other orders were the Good Templars, the Orange
b . ‘. )

‘

191 Op. Git,, p. 165-166.
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Lodge, and the Oddféllows. These lodges maintained many of”
the same goals as the True Bands. The,Mgééns stated:

". « . you must also consult your health,
by not continuing together too late or too

- long from home after lodge hours are passed,
and by avoiding of gluttony and drunkenness,
that your family be not neglected or_injured,
nor you disabled from working. . 192

The Oddfellow!s purpose was the most akin to the True Band:

"The great aimiof Oddfellowship waé“to agsu-
age woe and alleviate distress in the human
" famlly to ‘the fullest possible extent. . ..

To aid widows educate %ha orphan, assist
the poor, mintster the sick and bury the
dead. . . Its teachings were morality,
charity; and love. . . The socliety was not

_ an exclusive one (and) did not favor

- affiliation with the poor. Any man who
bore a good moral character and_was a
bellever in God was admitted." 193

The seﬁtiers of the Hdhg were not quick to espouse
anyone group. ‘Two reasons were resp;nsible. First, up
untii the mid 1860's few settlers had Daid for their land,
'coﬁséquently ail money and effort was devoﬁegﬁto that goal.

Secondly, the Arherstburg Baptist Associatioﬁ in 1845

- ; -

condemned, . hoA

"Secret and consequently irresponsible

soclieties are necessarily a violation of

the Divine Law of reclprocity,. . . and

wWe solemnly advise all the churches compos -

ing this Assoclation to immediately with-

draw fellowship from any member that may

hereafter connect with any such society, and-

being now a member of any secret society, '

shall persist in continuing in such connection." 194

192 Constitution of Grand de ® of Ancient, Free and Acceptsed
of Canada, Thomas Bird Harris, Hamilton:1871, p. 13.
193 Essex Record, Vol..I, No. II v, 1875, p. 3, Cox! L.

x 29 Januar

194 Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth, o. 50. ’
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';n 1852, the Aésociatiéﬁ was more blunt, "We
recormend: to all the Churches of this Asaociation to have
no fellowship.with any person who 18 connected with Fres
Masons, 0dd Fellows, or ény other secret soclety." 195
This edict from the Associa£ion was followed for recruit-
ment from the Home settlers was extremely slow. The -
Honourable Schuyler.661£ax;.one of the pillars of the
American 0ddfellowship acknowledged this opposition, but
added that, "The secrets of the order were not designed to
cover up anything bad, tﬂey were Intended soleiy to be &
means of recognition, and a protection 1n time of peril 1r
such should arise n 196 Slowly a m: pggochman between the
Church and the fraternal organizatiohs took place. The
settlers of the Refugee Home Society established'an-Odd-'
fellow's Hall at the second house from the corner of the
Puce Road and Base Line Road.' Mrs, Holland joined the
female counterpart of the Oddfellows called the Daughters
of Rebecca. The particular chapter she belonged to was
named the Grand United Order of the House OI' Ruth 1172. So
sgcretive were these socletlies that even though both Mrs,
Holland's father and husband belongedjto ‘the Order she
could never find out the name or number of the men's
chajter. Perhans the most ‘effective pronouncemant of' how
serious the Church. opposition had been was articulated by
Mrs. Jones. Even though her mother and sister had joined

195 Minutes of Amhera urg Bantigt Association, . 2h2.
196 Essex Record, Vol. I, No. II, 29 Jamuary, 1875, p. 3,
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‘ the sorority she spurned the organization, "Wanting no part-

of secret societies.”

In conclusion the Negroes whrch settled on the lands
of the Refugee Home Soclety with some exceptipns een be
generally described as hard working, industrious, and
displaying quite a flailr for adantebility. ~The most obvious
circumstance to which they adavted was the severe climatic
condition, which was foreign in the Southern States. In
the economilc vein their adaptive skills again were
prominent. They shifted from agricultural workers guided
by their overseers, to farmers and property owners grow-
ing 8 multiplicity of crops such as-wheat' flax, corn,
tobacco, and potatoes. Judging by their adherence to -
temperance, the abstinence from tobacco, their quest for
spirituel understanding, and their enthusiasm to aid fellow
fugitives and later the downtrodden, they displayed a '

reverence not only for God, but also for their fellow man.




‘REFUGEE HOME SOCIETY: ITS QRIGINS,
OPERATION. AND RESULTS 1871-1876
CHAPTER V1
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CONCLUSION

i

Perhaps no other Negrb colonlzation scheme in
- ,Canada has received !@ much negative critlclsm as the
Refugee Home Soc1ety. Much of this critigism,has been the .
direct result of conclusions dra om statements published

in the Provincial Freeman by Mar . Ann Shadd Cary. In the

l%ght of the new evidence which 4s come to light, the trust
placed in Mrs.'Cary's editorials was unwarranted, consequently
conclusions drawn from her allegatlons and accusations need
re-evaluatlon. ‘ )
Initially, the Freeman maintained that the Elgin M% (
Associatlon ‘was a resoundlng success. Since the Refugee Home
Society was patterned after that association, then whatever -
success the measdres that they had emulated had achleved at
from Buxton, that same success should have been equally
agpllcable 1n Maldstone, any such comparlson was emphatically
reJected by Mrs. Cary. She concluded that, "T'ig an insult to \
athe Elgln Settlement to be put in such a degrading Juxtaposi-
tlon --Jfor the Home is clearly:nught to be introduced into
favourable notice by the assoc1at10n,... 197 Mrs. Cary's
assessment was 1ncorrect for Reverend King told Howe in 1864:

El

"I formed an associatioh in order to secure all this
- -land, if they fa iled to purchase ‘it themselves, because I knew

197 Donald Simﬁson, The Negroes In Ontario, p. 625
S ‘ , : _ . .

>

r

.



. e 156
apeculatorwwoul% coms 1in and buy it 1f I did not take that
precaution.. /

e W LI had(an anti-alienation clause inserted in deeds, .
' 80 that these people could not transfer their land to a
white man until they had been ‘here for ten years. That has
kept them a compact body, so tﬁag the political power they ‘
will have will protact them."” 198 These reasons for the ten

ié@f ﬁaiting beriod for the transfer of land Wwere almost
1déptica1 to the ones stated by the quﬁgee Home Socﬁetyt
Both.Pegse and Simpson accepnted the paréllel but they point-
ed out weaknesses 1in, the $0ciety not evident.at Buxton. Pease
- -stated éiéfﬁgiﬁbé, ".Q;con#igﬁous and compsct land purcheases
‘(were) impossible. Therefore mch of“ﬁhe'ﬁnity of the usual

organized Negro community, dependent as it was upon physical

1

‘isolation was lost."199 Simpson regarded this lack of cohesion

v

as a deterrent for, "The development of,gelf—govgrnment alnng'

* the lines of the Elgin settlement.was impossible."200 He fad
." . . "
added further that the Refugee Home ;Soclety lacked the

AN
v

“iedﬁership which King,yétanger, Abott, Day and others provfdf
ed at Elgin."201 Simpeon added,

"Was benevolent paternalism or education for self-reliance
the best long-range solution for the Negro settlers? " Were
these concepts necessarily incompatible? The exveriment
of the Refugee Home Society offersd no definite answer to
these questions."202 .

'é'ﬂ SR Examining first King's contentions that spéculatora
wégld také"ﬁhe land from the ignorant Negroes, there:werd'
" ‘;anx iﬁstances of dishonest citizens deceiving the poor
fﬁgitive. The Refugee. Home Society coﬁcurred with this
1-pofnt,;ye§ Miss. 8hadd attacked them on the.grppnd that ir

+

g‘NegrO'éould purchase and pay for his land then he should

198 Samiel G. Howe, Refugees In Canada West, p. 108.

199 Willian Poase, Black Uto ia, p. 11l.

. 200 Donald Simpson, Negroes In Ontario, p. 626.
201 Op, Cit., p. 625, -

202 ibid., p. 626, - . .
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aiépose_of it as he saw fit. Reverend King's second contention
that a compact communitf has more pélitiéal power seems féuIty..
A Negro vote, = ‘ in any given geographical
area, we think ﬁould have the same lega} power whether the |
voter's neighﬁouriwas‘blackror white. The Refugeﬁﬂﬂéhe_Society
re jected the idea of a compact comﬁunity for the higher goal
of'raqial integration, This.decision we-believe should be
applauded not condemned; _
There appears tb be no evidenge thét the Society
thOughﬁ the goal of paternalistic benevol Eé was worthy of -
emulation. Unlike Buxﬁonh there was no re::Lent agent living
on the land. Reverend. Foote emphaticaliy corrected Daqpis
Washington thgt he was no white overseer! He wanted the people
to be free. It apﬁeans clear that from the Putset the goal
had been of intergration between the two faéeé, while stressing
industry and selfldebendence. The goal of educétiﬁn had always
beén a prime consideration of phe‘Sdciety and Foote cajoled both
the parents and teachers in an effort to combat the poqf
at?itude many Negroes maintained regarding-ehucation. The o
wisdom of such thinking was immédiapély'evidenced.by the
dgmocracy arising from the NQgro and whitg wofking side by
/side at harvest time. Educaﬁignal}y the integration of first .
“the publte gphool and later Mréf;gotchkiss{ schopl, although
:;he number was small, nevertheless provided for a smoother’
'ﬁr;nsition‘when fuli'ihtegration waS'bossiﬁle. Howe as early
as iBéL stated that such Wwas the wisest coﬁrse: oo
T "The Neégroes, going into an inhabited and civilized,
country should not be systematically congregated into communi-
ties.... Experience shows that they do best when "scattered

about, and forming a small proportion of the whole community..
The discipline of the colonies, though it only subjects the

L.
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- they themselves have to facezagd to overcome. instedd of

| i . 158
Negroes t& what is consi&ered‘uséful apprenticeship, does
Rrolong a dependence which amounts almost to servitude,.and

does not convert them $0. surely jnto hardy, .self-reliant
‘meén, as the rude struggle with actual difficulties, which

e

doing_so through an agent."

‘ReéSe‘and Simpson both accepted Mrs. Cary's report

" of the litigation.'Pease concluded: T

. "Finally, reported Hotchkiss &gain, many Negroes were
behind in their payments, a condition which provoked the
Refugee Home Society to bring suit against "certain poor
settlers"™ to compel payment. The settlers-won t he case, °
however, on the "ground that as the purchase money for the
land was begged in the name of the fugitives, they are
entitled to the land without prayment® 204

Simpson cdncluded that since this dispute_becéme a
legal case then a Court of Arbitration, such as existed at
Buxton,was non existent at ﬁhe Home. Winks assessed that t he
Society unwisely used the legal system to seek redress instead
of using the;r own arbiktrary pfocedﬁres, Pease's comments

, regarding Hq£chkiés'!alleged remarks, and the case against
certain poor settlers who ﬂould not ‘'meet their payments, and

—y

the verdict of the case, are all ergoré'based upofi Hrs.,

- Cary's inaccuracy. The Society™'s Home Council was powerless

over W;lson who was not a Society member. Secondl} the'§ociety
was confronted by a de facto legai deed duly registeréd,
only a deciéién from a court of law could reverse such an
ac&idn, . _— - _ |

‘ | The Bbg&éﬁi did indeed have a Court of Arbitrapibn.
It was cal}ed:the Homeicoﬁncil and as in the case of Dennis

.Waghingfon it was used freque;tly. Again ‘the Society's plan

203 Howe, Refugees In Oanada West, p. 69
. 204 Pease, BIg!ck'UTg'gj,_'a', p. 114 i
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. for selfhdependence and self-education were Bvidené; The

Sociéty's rgpresentative‘ﬁbd.no more, voting pawer tﬁ;n.a-

settler, in both instances a Negro settler-chaired ‘the -

N .

proéeedin;s.- Since each time 1t€w£s a”different. ettler one

"could conciude that such was the plan. In the Sehond_hearing
of Dennis Washington it’Secomesﬁclear thét‘the s;ttlers

could call and Heéide a'meeting.wﬁethér a Society réprésent;

' gtive'wés present or not. That decision appeared binding as .

Washiggton_réporteﬂ in tﬁek3b0viﬂcial Freeman. Further
 ev1dénce_of the existence and the usage of the Home Qou#cil
was proiided.by ﬁenryoColeman. He tlaimed to be one of the%w
originalisdpiety Rembet¥: ‘To corro%&%ate“hié claim he re- Eﬂ
-called; "...Thé land waalaividéd into lots ofltwénty acrss,
" which were parcelled among different families, and the -
affairs of the settlement were looked after by a societ
inelvding, a few of the more intelligent fugitives." 20

Henry Coleman’ wanted to plow over the‘cemétery land
ana proceed to farm it but since he repeiyed no déed from the
Socaity his claim<ﬁas'questionable. "His neighbours.disagreed_
both with his Jogic and his planned usuage of the land and
legal vroceedin:s ensﬁéd.' No record of‘thevéase was printed
but‘judging by 3}s claim and that all-the cémetenies are
st11ll extant, then his case was probably in vain. o
. The last conélusion based upon Mrs. Cary's‘cplumﬁs'

was her claim that the'H-me's settlers were poorly screened

-r
Jones echoed these sentiments

and largely riff—ﬁafgtln,'

to Benjamin Drew:

.y

" ". . .Th€ men who®have settled there, have Been a - .

Y

€

205 Amherstburg Echd, Vol. XI, No. 37, July 31, 1885,'P. l, “

C‘oln‘ ',60 -
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bother to the soclety. As they were dependent. Smart- . men
would not. go, and 1t has been occunied by men who expected
aid from the other side. 206

’

Simpson concluded Ehat "the land policies of the

Society eXQluded many fine Negroes from settling there and

‘providing the settlement with 1ts own internal dynamics" 207

Recarding Thomas Jones' aSsessment of the settlers, if smart.

men’ would not go there, “then why was the Soc*ety condemned

for excluding free born Negroes? Secopdly in 185, Jones

saw the settlers after their recent escape from slavery.

By_definition‘they would be in a '‘poorer economlcal, educaticonal,;

and social vosition then: the free born or the residents who

- had-liVQd there for sny oeriod of time. Since the Society

had no screening\process other than the criteria that the
fugitive by escaping from Southern slavery, there is no

doubt that among~its members .some were idlers and shiftless.

Simpson's contention that sinte free born Negﬂoes were excluded

then the Home was deprived of71nternal dynamics, is correct;
howevor among the free born would glso be found g grouo of
idlers _and skulkers. In any given segment of any given society

a diverse range of personalities are present ranging from highly

" desirous attitudes, to hignly rejectedﬁones. The Home realized

this range but their goal was aid to;those who needed 1t ths
most . As,Holly stated "aid for all was utopian," Simpspn'

contention that internal dynamics were missing was undoubtedly

evident at the beginning. nThe free born would have brogght
b ¢ ) .

capital and knowahow based upon ‘experience. " Conversely however,

206 Benjamin Drew, A North-Side View, of Slavery, p. 327
207 Donald Simpson, Negroes In Ontarioc, p. 625.

AN
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au internal cas;e'system(could just as easily have been created
betweeh the haves and have not, which would have been equally
injurous to internal harmony. Another advantage of the equallty
of the settlers was t Hat since there has not an elitist group
present tuan authority and responsibility could be shared by
all. The workings of the Home GCouncil wcula seem to verify
this prccedure. o . ‘ ot

The Society was responsible for many tangible. results
for which it has not been accorded credit. There is no dispute
that the members were active and influential conductors 1; the
Underground Railway of Mlchlgan. They aided countless hundreds,
feedlng, clothing, hldlng, and finally ferrylng them across
the Detroit River to Canada. Once on this side of,Ehe border
indiscriminate aid was proved to facilitate the aejustment
from SlaVe to free, frcm dependence to independence. This work
was od utmost importance and their efforts could compare favour-
ably with any other orgé’lzatlon S0 conaeived.

The Refugee Home Society purchased 2372 acres @f land
and settled at léast 65 famllles. This represented a-population
of at least 250 resldlng on the Home. Many others were afforded,)
Lthelr initial start 1Z%banada, by. reselling their land to the (
bociety. Whatever val e their improvements were deemed worth,
would provide them with funds to relocate elsewhere. Many of

the Home settlers became_much larger_proprletors and became

respected civic leaders withifl the commudlty; Others ' unable
. . .
: 2
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to satisfy. land purchése conditions due to adver;e_circumstances,
such as Sarah Ann Cook,'and Lewis J. Carter became land owners
largely because of the generosity and bénevolence.of the Soclety.
~ The Society with the aid oi\the A.M.K. overédted two
schools and supplemented anothér in‘Chatham. The;‘gésd donated
the land for three Churches end two cemeteries. Botg‘measufés
were intended’ to provide for the fugitives! immédigte intellectual
and spiritual needs. No doubt the refugees woulﬁ have in tiﬁe
" provided thamselves with these services, but aé seen in the
“case of education that opportunity was distant in the future,
'ReVerQnd Whipple in 1861, assessed the Refujee Home Society's
true value when he described the conditions the fugiti;és en-
countered upon their arrival:
madé‘their }1ves S0 bitter in the United States, and in one
-Place we learned that the communiity® cravely voted nelther to
oither by givise o seriing Srs nOr SUPRLY thgle vants,
Perhaps the Soclety's funetion could be paralleled to
a modérn day employment agency. They provided tﬁelland which
afforded the settler an opportuniéy for any‘typé of 1living he
chose to pursue. - ‘ ' . -
Deépitb these positive résultgithe Refugeé dome Society
was 'a fallure. First their poal of 50,000 acres ang $100,000
was grandiose and utotian. Even at that early date it seemed

conceivable that considering the difficulty in acquiring the -

funds for the first land pﬂ%chase of $£610, their goal was

» .
N

¥

208 Americerf Missionary, Vol. V, No. 3, March 1861, p. 56.
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impossible. Sécondly such an amount of'lzﬁd would se?%lg %,00&
families répresenting a total of.8,000 settlers, Sﬁég a number
of families would be difficult to recruit even if conditions
were ideal. A number of reasoné existed why many fugitives re-
Jected farming. Many fugitives associated farming with théir
lives in slavery, they natﬁrally revolted at any link with thei£
unhappy past. Many awaited the day they 9ould return to the
United States. Howe reporﬁed "...They.earnestly desire‘to £0

to the southern region of the United States, partly from love

of warmth, but'mére fromriove of home." 209 A settlement that
could not be soﬁ?buntil iS years after the date of purchase

was an unwelcomed burden by this group. The Windsor area because .
of its proximity to the Ameriqan frontier was undésirable:f”for
some bold bounty hunters were reported as far as Chatham attempting
to deceive unsuspecting Negroes back inio the clutches of

slavery. Many fugit;éslsuch as bllen Wilson of Farmington .

came to Canada only for the tﬁree Years necessary tb acquire

" British Citizenship. "They then moved bacﬁ to the States

securé that as British subjects they could not legally be

returned to slavery." 2lofhis group also would hot seek

employment by farming. Finally Mrs. Holland believed that

farming did not appeal to some fugitives_especially the ones
with.teenage children. "when the youngsters grew up, there was

no employment in the country, the sons did not waﬁt to farm, so

<09 Howe, Refugees In Canads west, p.§.

210 Carol Davidson,"Farmington GQuakers Sheltered Slaves,

Farmington Observer, 22 July, 1970, Farmington History File,
Farmington Library, Farmington, Michigan. p.2. ©
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they s0ld the farms and moved td the city." Some fugitives

‘ may have had the foresightito see this developrent, conseéuently
they never_moved‘oﬁ to the land. |

' "" Some potential settlérs were aiso.discouragéd by the

Soclety's iland policles. The revision of the land clearing period

from thres to two yesrs caused thelr credibility to suffer.

Samuel Ward's éaggest}on ﬁhat the non-transferrail clause be

only uyntil thé land was »saig for, was a wise oronosal. o

doubt some ettempt would be made to deceive Ehé settler, but for

this contingengy legal advice could have been made ava’lsble

to the settler. Ir this advice was rejected then the éociety

- Wwas c¢lear of any responsibility. 1Ir fhese fugitives were free

then the ultimate‘decision, right or wrong, had to be theirs.

‘Even 1f the Society gﬁd enacted these brovisions, the vroject

was still doomed however. Hows assessed the whole colonization

movement.if Canada;:

3

: "Taken as a whole, the colonists have cost somebody
a great deal of money, and a great deal of effort; and they
have not succeeded so well &3 many who have been thrown
entirely upon their own resources. -, ,it Just to say that
some intelligent persons, friends or the.zgyoured peovle,
and familiar with theip conditions, believe/ that in none of
the colonies, not even in Buxton, do they ‘succeed so well,
upon the wholeﬁ 88 those who are throwm ertirely upon their
own ‘resources.” 211 - ‘ ‘
‘ " ~ ‘

‘43 a final conclusion, we believe that the Eefugee
Home Soclety, despite conslderable personél risk and
inconvenience to 1ts members, provided relief and aid to the

- fugitives on their route to freedom, for this noble action

4 . .
211 Howe, Refugees In Canada West, p. 69,

.
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their work is commendable and praiseworthf. Their colénization
scheme can be most fairly assessed by a quote by Benjémin
Drew from the second report of the Canada Anti;Slavery

Society 1853, "There is doubtlesg a better state of things
amongst the fugitives, than existed at the time when such

-

a plan was propoSed."212

LI

!

212 Benjamin Drew, A North-Side of Slavery, p. 325.
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DITERVIEWS

Chauvin, F,, 2} August, 1973, -

His farm is adjscent to the abandoned British -

Methodist Eviscopal Church land cemetery on .-’
Highway 42. His sons found the abandoned

area In 1962. 'His residence is on Highway 42

® mile east of Puce Road,

Hollend, Florence May, 8 July, 1973, 2l August, 1973.

Jones,

Walls,

~ Provided invaluable materisal rerarding the

families in Maldstone, social and - educational

conditions of the period, and the 04d Fellow's

Lodge. She resides at 1333 Goyeau Street,

Windsor, Ontario. -

Genevieve A., 12 July, 1973. ‘

This material was basically a corroboration

of Mrs. Molland's evidences, Her ovnposition to
fraternal organizations did orovide a different
view point of that sroun in contemoorary Negro -

opinion. ., She resides at the Beacon Lodge,
Windsor, Ontario. -

L., 19 March, 1973.

Living and farming on the orisinal tract his
gréat grandfather John Walls purchased, he
provided valuable information vegarding his
ancestors and also allowed thig researcher to
sSee and study the orivate Wall's cemetery.
His residence is on Sixth Concessien Road,
Maidstone, Ontario. )
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A

" Record of land ;EFchases and Land Distribution by

\

-the Refuree Home bocietv to its Settlers - listed pPrimarily

according to chrqnologiéﬁl ord but whefe applicable

according ‘to locality al N » "

1.

LAMD DISTRIBUTION

8 July, 1852 Lucy Denise qouqhette so0ld 200 acres to

\

Henry Bibb and. Géorge Cary, trustees consisting of
the Northern nart of lots 125 and 196 on Concession . _
3 in Sandwich East, costing:#lSO (5 610.00), ' - -

recorded]es Instrument Ntﬂber Sandwich Bool 8392.

27 Jenuary, 1853, Georre Cary and !lenry Ribb
transferred the title frbm themselves tgﬁ”orace
Halloek and Edward c, Walker trusteeﬁ%of the
Refugee Home Society, (Sandwich C153)% "

>l

. iy
27 -January, 1C53 “ichaed Mertin sold 20 arres

anproximately consisting of nartsy of WOts 126 and

127- on Concession 3, costing X 30 { ;leg,pOJ, (SB 5621},
. . . . . - )

©Th

Instru- Name ' Dats ‘ Fumber Cost Location
Tment - = T eyt zoest A
Number _ AcTFes ¢ ‘ :
Sp 979 - Thomas Coombs; . 20 Nov. 1860 .20 8cs. 975 ot.of lots 125-6
SEg 13, Tabin Colling - 26 Dec. 1860 20 ‘mes. §60  pt. orlore 125-6

SEg 57 John Martin f:\\j/Flg Sept. 1861 22 acs. 73 ' ot.of lots 125-¢°

SEg 68 Jessie Stomeis ¥2 Oct. 181 20 acs. 375 ptior 10ss 125-6

SEg132 Sarah Ann Cool 30 Oct. 1862 12 acs. §2  pt.op lots 125-6 .

6
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Instru- -Hame / : Date . g Number Cost .Loc;tion
Zent " - or _
Number ' Acres
SEg167 Allen Johnson 10 Mar..1863 25 acs. $80 - pt.of lots 125-6
SEzld? | Henry Cooner " 10 Mar, 1863 29 acs. $85 pt.of lots'i25;6
SE<-1"8 Tranvilile Whi?e L tay 1863 25 acs.T$9O pt.of 1lots 125-6
5Er?31 Labin Poll*ns . 27 Oct. 1863 25 gacs. $150 pt.of.loté 125-6
Sc112l, John L. Smith . 29 Avr. 1865 25 .mcs. $125 pt.of lots -125-6
S11750. Joseph Dupratt 3 Mov, 1874 2 acs. él : pt.of_lots 125-6

L
Al

3. October 1852, James Dourall and wife u?ld 150 acres
aovro>1tately, consistlﬂg of parts of ts 119 and
120 on woncecsion 3 in. Sandwich East,/and 200 acres
consisting of lot 17 on Toncession 9 of Sandwich ,1
South, costiﬁél2§193.3 (47737, (S§h3u) ‘

) L. 2 cenuary, 1843, the Society sold to Edrnind Bfown.\q\

",

lct 117 for 390 and lot 120 for %400, which =~ .

comdriced an acrrerate total of 3hop, (SEElgh)
u _ . ) .

JISTRINTTION AR TLOT 17 CMOESSION o

Sp 557 Alfred Thomas - , | ¥ Dec. 1857 _25”!3(:3.??#0L pt.of lot 17 N
SEg21® Vashinrton Smith I} Oet. 1B62- _25‘803. $8g . won "o 354
SEzlh16  lewis Paing 22 Jan. 1863 2S:acsflﬁ?5: momw -
SEglh6 James 'Tarland 21 Mov. 186 25 mes. 150 W W 6 ,
553666 Edwin Stoward 28 Mar. 1865 25 gacs. t100 ¥ n " " !
SERl6l  Lewis Pafne 28 Apr. 1865 ' 25 acs. $126 " v m

BE{GHS William Li'%illesple 18 July 1867 25 acs. $90 " ° A
SER112l James MCFarland - 1 Daéc. 1870_ 25 acs, $150 " " noon

s
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5. 27 November, 1852, Denis Oullette sold 100 acres
consisting of part of the South haif or Log‘g‘on the
East slde of Pike Creelk (River Aux Peches), costing

ZU1.5 (51667, (“atdstone A277).

¢ 729 Williem Laurfer ' 25 Sept. 1866 76 acs. 300 pt. of lot 9

Mz 861 Alexander 1. Jones 25 Sept. 1866 2l acs. §25 pt. of 1ot o
) . &38q. . ' ]
6. 1 February, 1853, Alonzo Reid (Reed) and wife, John «

MCAlister and wife, and Eldridgce Ferrick, \sold 20
acres consisting of 1ot 13 uoncessinn S in

Maidstone, costing aprroximately 260 ( Bidstone £2n3).

M3 237 John M1ler 12 Sept. 1860 25 acs. 575 pt.of 1ot lia
Mg 368. John Walls 12 Teb. 1862 2% acs, 775 " "
My 503 Alexander WOods < 28 May 1867 25 ges. 7155 . om "

T Mpl3i3s Golson W Canada(v) g ‘ray 1867 50 acs. $17S E "

Mo 913 Willtam Hows 2 Mér. 1868 25 aes’ 775 " "
. “mDi33u G. W. Glenn 18 Sept. 1971 40 acs. £175 n "

512609 G. W, Canaday - 15 Sent. 1871 30 acs. wlSO " "

PngBj R. H. S. on 16 Sept., 18?1 urchnsed 20 acres f“o"('\u

G. W. éanaday costing 5100.

~

7. 25 January, 1853, Alonzo Peid and wife s01d 158 acres
consisting of lot MNo. 1l Concess*on S in uaidstone,

-costing X98.15 ($393.00), (Maldstone. A20l}).

N
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R

Benjamin Gooden' 16 Apr. 1859 25 acs._$7s pﬁ;of iOtc%%.S -
John Jeclkson 12 Feb, 15@? 25 acs. £75 n n
Jemes Shye 10 June 1865 28 acs. $120 n "
John Walls 1L June 1866 25 acs. $150 . n
Hauceférd T, Yonroe 1 Oct. lé?d- 25 acs. 975 " .

.. 22 March, 1853, Alonzo Reid and wife sold 250 acres,

consigting of pért of lot 7 on the Zast Side of the
Puce River, costing 2575 Epnroximatély; tEMidsténe A216).

. 7 Noverder, 185, Thomas Brock Fulle~ and wife sold
10 acres, pgﬁsisting of pert of lot 7 on the.East '
Siae,of t?e‘?uce River costingliéSﬁB (3219), B ¢
(Maidstone A307). '

|
s

David Hotchkiss 15 Dec. 1858 L4O acs- $140 pt. of lot 7

2 acre reserved for a gemetery)
John Ward 20 Apr. 1865 .13 acs. $150 pt. of lpt 7+
John Ward 1L June 1865 10 acs. §75 n - .w-
Georpe Harris 17 July 1866 25 acs:, $£130° »n ' n
Edward Graves 1 Aug. 1867 12 ‘mcs. £36 » om
American Missionary i Aug. 1R67 20:acsi g1 on .

Association-A.M.A. resold land to the Soclety for $195, on
16 Jan. 1872.

George Washington . 2 Xar. 1868 25 acs. $75 pt. of lot. 7

o

Jamas R, Williams 36 Aor. 1E68 2T acs. $50 " "
Isaac Taylor ‘ 'a Mar. 1870 25 gcs. 375 n o
‘James Henry Holland 18 Sept.1871 10 acs.. $10 n' ‘n
Daniel Hurst - 18.5e§t.18?1' 20 acs. $20 " .
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Mglh33 Willis J. Hamilton, 1 Apr. 1871 25 scs. $125 pt. of 1ot T

ME1415 E. C. Walker School 16 Oct. 871 3 =acs. (donated on
provision of $1 rent For ten years and that building to -

. remaln a school for that peri?d). ) "
Mpl503 George GIenn, Henry 6 June F8?2 2 ac. 21 . " ol
: . Franklin, Golson W, - !
Canaday-trustees of /
British Methodist - ;
‘ Eplscopal Church
Mpl571 Daniel Hurst 30 July 1872 12 acs. %ho " "
Mgl609 James H. Holland 8 Feb. 1872 9 acs. 450 » - m
. J ] 4 ' .
~Mp2004 Daniel Hurst - \_19 Feb. 1875 25 acs. 280 "o "
Mp2150 . Joseph Green 6 Jan. 1876 9 - acs. ggo " "

10. 1 February -1853, Alonzo Reid and wife sold 275 acres,
cansisting of narts of lots 11 and 12 Concession 2 of

Maidstone, costing $632.50,_(Phidstgne A233).

11.[7 November, 1854, Thomas Brock Fuller and wife $51d . A

' S0 acres consistines of vart of lat 12 Concession 2,
# ” d & -

rs
|

f qbsting;é'ée.s ($2714), (Ehidétone A307).
s i ST | »
3580  Thomas Cook 8 Mar. 1865 25 acs. £55 opt. of 1ot 91

Mo 7&7. hrs. Margaret More 20 Dec. 1866 25 aés. &7 i
' i and four heirs .
¥c 936 Richard A: Coleman

Mar. X868 S.E. I of$L0Opt. of lot 11
EY incl, E} (137 acs) ot. of lot 12

o

My 937 -Silas Green ‘ iﬁ'ﬁov. 1868;‘23facs:~$75 Pt. of lot 11,
Mp2165 Oakley Richardson ° 2 Marl 1876 21 acs. £90 " om -
Yo 6C5 Jacob Johnson a 1 lNov. 1855 25 acs, $?S Pt.of lot 12 Con.é
Mo 604 Absalom Revels 6 Dec. 1865_ 25 acs. 250 o " n

MpI082 ‘Joseph G. Alexander & No&;‘i866 25 acs. 375 : "

Db’@éb Robert B. Johnson .éh Mar, 1868 25 acs. §125 " "




.
12. 12 June, 185k, James MCG111 Desrivieres sold ~ = - : r

approximately 153 acres, consisting of part of i
lot 11 Conceﬁséon 5, costing ¥ 114.15 (9&56)

(Iﬁidstone AP83)
Mg 235~ Ben jamin Gré& e b Oet. 1859 25 acs. $75 bpt.of lot 11 ¢9n.5--
My 691 Manuel Eaton . 21 Dep; 1866 25 acs. 875 (- "coow :
191130 J. B. Holliday 20 Feb. 1869 25 acs. 450 noon o ow
}%i862 William Tolover 2 Sept.1872 .20 acs, $1007" “___‘P .
Mpl552 William Tolover 1 }?Y.1187h 20 acs. $100 " " n
Mp20L3 George Glenn 12 Apri11875 10 scs. §1 oo

(transaction transpired June 1867-original cost uncertain).

Mpl3h6  Lewis J. Garter .2l Oct. 1871 20 aecs. 81

13.-22 March, 1853, Alonzo Reid and wife sold 152 acres

cogsisting of part of+lot 11 Concession b, costing N

- apnroximately %350, (Maldstone A216). o | ~
- :

f%'hBS} John Ward ' 22 May 1863 25 acs., *75 pt. of lot 11 Con.l
Mg hB2 Lewis Lucas ] 21 De;. 1863 25 ges. w?S B T
Mo 683 Anneﬁwalker ) June 1866 2lijacs. %25 n ;ni
Mpl3h7 Alexgnder Tivis;: 72u'0ct;‘1871 ©3 acs. $22§ n " n
;2631 Thomas Lucas 15 June 1878 25 acs. $75 " Woom
M2968  John Walls,  Matthew 10 May 1879, 1 ac. V50 U oo

¥lalls, Benjamin Gray~trustees of Baptisg Chuﬁ

, . y :
' * v At ' -
142 1 Pebruary, 1853, A%pnzo Reld and wife sold 150 acres,

consisting of part of lot Al - Concession 2, costing
. .

apnroximately $3L5, ( Maldstone B333). i -

‘s
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. . * - 7 J!’
Samuel'Mona@ﬁs 2 Jan. 1869 ' 25 aos. $75 pt.of lot/lu{Con.al
Edward Walsh 13 Dec. 1869 50 acs. 5165 M " "
Charles A. Warren 1 July 18?0 (o écs. %150 " " n
Edward Walsh 1 Mar. 1872 25 acs. $100 " ! "

The whole Reid package costi??OE 376 for 1185 acres. f

The figures shown are aonroximate $2.30 en acre.

consistin"‘of part of lot 7 West Side.of Puce Hiver!

(River aux Puces), costing 30 ($120), (Maidstone)

L
i

John W. N. Glenn 9 May 1867 25 acs. 575 " |

f

16. 26 !ay, 1856 Tarv E. Bibb sold 200 acres consisting

of 1ot 13 Conceosion 2, cost*ng 100 (3hnny,

'(” (Maidstone AS7).

Israel Hooker " Dec, 1865 50 acs. 3110 pt.of lot 13,%0on.2

15 1 Anril 1856 James MCGi1] Desrivieres 'sold 75- acrem

H

n

Noah Gravegs - 29 Anril 1865‘25 acs. 375 ot. bf lot 17

Lewis Jackson . 8 Dec. '1865 25 acs. §70 oo S
J°hn7Gale;¢k | 7 AuG. 1867 75 mesy §262.50 ™. -
John G;‘Blgck%/ i 10 Seﬁt. 1870 25 acé.‘§87,50 nooom L
Joseph Q'Sriant selling 25 acres to-deoqge Waéhiniton ’

'é2 Felruary 1872 for, $14S. No deed was reUistered

'for Joseph’ o'erlant althouch he rust have bourht the..

land I'rom the Societ\ for his purchase represents _

the missing 25 acres. - . \
% - - '
TOTAL LAND PQECHASED: 2372 ACRES -APPROXIMATELY

TOTAL COST: $5075 APPROXIMATELY..

——




APPENDIX G

'

32 CONSTITUTION OF THE REFUGEE HOME SOCIETY

Cn the 21 ay, 1851, Henry 3ibb, Reverend Charles C.’

"Foote, and.Reverend 4. N. M°Conoughey were appointed to

draw up a constitution. On 29 January 1852, they presented

L -

che Iollowing ceonstitution at the rarmirtton uonvention.
s

-

The Crnstitution and ‘the above informa$ion was recorded

in tre Voice of the Hugitive, 12 *ebruary, 1852 Voltﬁe IT,

¢
Trher Loy 1. ‘

- - . Whereas it is suosnosed that there are, at the
“resent time, hetueen thirty five and for ty thousand
refvree slaves *n vanada whose nur:er has been constantly

intreesins since the nassage of-the Fugitive Slave Bill.

And ‘whereas, con treir errival, they find: themselves
. {2 .
' a strange land, LneﬂuC¢ted ‘poverty gtricken, without

hores, cor any perranent means of self-support, however
U
willing they may be to work, with no land to work upon;«and

tie se’ stary of uhe numnrous fu"wtives who have been

e

. . .‘).
drazped boek Into vernetual slavery by the stronfF arm of thé

Ane:ican GOvmﬂr-ent, is o sufficient oroof thet there is no
zﬁtecuor for the slave this 'side of the Canadian 1ine..

The only nrotection forltheir liberty on the American
Centirent is émnﬁatical}y uﬁder the shadow of the Lritish

!
throne.

’.

”»

A
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-

In view of the abod@ facts, fhe'friends.of humanity
in FMichigan in May 1851, organized 8 soclety which has- ’
undertaken the DurchaSn of 50 OOO acres of farming land,

in Canada, on which to settle refugpes rom slavery.

This sociefy would therefore renresent to the
-refugees from Southern slaverv,'w%o are novw in Canada
destitute of howes, or who may be hereafter come, heing
desirous of building themselves up 1in Fanadaa cn an
agricultural basis, and who do not buy., f;lW or use
intoxicatinr drinks as a-beverage shall, by making proner

-applicatioilto this socliety, and cormlyings with its

-constitution and by-laws » be "t inte »ossession or 25 acres

e

of farminr lard, and their children shall enior the “less- o

fﬁgs of edacatiqp ﬂe"ﬂetually.

The follow*nr Constltution and RBy- Laws have been
ordained and establishoed oy the Soclety, for the ~overnment

" of theilr future action,

COUSTITUTION

v
: -~

Artlcle 1. The titlegof fhe saclety shell he lmown as the
Befuree's Home. E

Article 2, 'The ot'».ject"‘of the scclety chall he to abtain
norranent homes for the Refufees In Canada, anad t rromcte -
thelr mornl, social, vhysical, Intellertual, and rolitical
elavation. |
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Article 3. The‘officers of this Society shall consist of

and an Executive Commi least fiVe persons, two or

whon shall constitute a board of trust. ~

-

5 Article L. It skall be the duty of the ‘Recording Secretary f:

to ‘regord in full the orocéedings of thé Society s meetings‘

in a book Drovided by the Secretary for that ourpose, and

w3

to do rich. other. business as us ally devolves on’ such

‘ orficers.
" Article 6. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding
Secreétary to corresvond for the Society with other kindred

‘societies, and nrivete individuals who aré interested in our
&
cause, and to preserve and revort such comrunicatione to the
. T e ,"-.‘
Society, - - o ~

Article 7: It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive

and deposit allkjigﬁf'collected for the hefugees' Hbme in
the Savings Bank”of Detroit,/to the Credit of the Exeoutive

Va

Cormittee, no vart of whicr shall be drawn therefrom except

it be by an order whioh shall be sirned by at least three
of the Zxecutive Gonnittee. _ _
. Art*cle 8. It shall be the duty of the Board or Trust to -
‘hold nrooerty fOr theJSociety, and to deed the .same” to
settiers thereon, when directed so to do by the Executive;‘
- - Comriittee. ‘ | _

Artiole é. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer, and of
all the agents who co1lect funds for the Society, to report

‘the result-of their collection 1n detail, at least ong} in

*

u_every month through the. Society s organ.‘

a; Lo CI - . I

- ! R - ~ - [l !
- . .. . ~t T

I

te

o




- by paying into its treasury, at one time, the 'sum of 5.

fback to the Society.

- ‘ l- U . . Lo - '.'. . ’ . leh -

" . -

ot Article 10. Tt shall be the duty of the~Execu*ive Cormittee

to apboint agents to. collect funds and toiransact all other

St %

necessary business fer the soe*ety, and to have a written .
'5‘

> 4
annual - report for the- Society, In which its necuniary and
business transactions, shell be fully set forth ard

published to the world,

n-! o ' 2]
wm.

Article 11. The Society shall not deed land to arj but e

actual settlers who are refugees fron Southern slavery,“and %

Y

who are’ the owners of no ldnd: ¢ R *

-5

Article 12. All lands Durchas-ed by ‘this Sdc1€t ~ shall he

: dividea into 25 acre lots, or a8 near as uossible, ard at

least one - tenth of the eurchase orice or. which shall be paig”

down by settlers before DOS“eSSiO“ is :ivem, andlthe balence

e

_to be’ paid in eight annual *nstal*ents s

o

.Article 13. Cne- third of all rmoney vaid in land by settlere

‘sball be used for educational vurppses for the benefit of

saidosettlers' children, and the other two-thirds 1“c>r the
purchase of more land for the same objectﬁ/srile crettel

slavery exists in the United States.

Article lh. Any oerSon can become a life-member of the sociaty

\
’ ’ 1.

Article.ls. No 1and bourht by *ndlviduals from the soci ety
*
shall be sold or transferred by trem to anv cther nerson or

bersons, except it be to their helrs, the wifre, ‘the rusband,'

or children, as the: case may be, otheru*se it shall rail

v
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.Article 16. This Society shall meet for the tr&nsaction of

Article 18 Any society msy become auxil*ary to this society,

‘,‘7

et

- ----"'

business at least’ ‘“twice ner” vear,hand ettra meetinrs may .

be "called by the Lxecutive Conmittee, if the business of

) . . »

the Society should require I

L)

‘ Artlcle 17 When 2z settlement uﬁ\er the subervision of uhiS ‘ S

Kl . . . ¥

So&ietrrshaﬁl)increase to as many as six familles or more

they shall erect a school for the 1nstruction of their - f

children. o - | L. ; ) R \\\x\_f
by contributing to the funds of the Darentlinstitution.
Article 1,. This Constitution may be altered or anended by

a magority of two-thirds of the votes of its wembers present

if die notice st all be r-iven for such alteration or amend-

_ment, three months pnevicus.to its being voted upon.

| BY-LaWS |
BY -LAVS

Article 1. Yo rerson stall rece*ve more than five acres of
land from the Society at less thqn cost.,

Artlcle ? Ho person ghall be entitled to a free grant of | = - -
P L9

~,

1and from: this Soclety,” excent they are witows; men with 4

. . \ ’ - '
families, or ‘aged nersons; and in all ceses they shall clear .

. off that portion oftthe land which Qhe §qcht§ pnoposei*tb

deed them free of cost, within two yesrs, freq the time they, oo .
enter it,_Unless'prevented by casualties, otherwise they_" '/

shell oey'thé soclety for ittjust what it costs. . - T

. » N
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Articlen3 This society shall be under no obliration "to

N

hold in’ reserve any ‘1ot for those who shall not havn : jﬂ\‘

- settled on it, or commenced 1mprovements withih threefr
months from the day they make the first navment

Articlg L No person shalls Yo allowed to remove any tirmber .

-

from the said land until they haVe fﬂrst made nayne;%

-

théreon. .- "n
'-_-,_1 - * T ) .
cle'S All natters of diflicultv arising amonr the

e

VIR séttlers on said 1and where: the laws are v*olated which ire’

ST <3ntended to regulate the settlem ent, sball be’ lef“’to
<, ) . 2
arbitration Qith the Executive Committee, and bylthose

decision the varties shall abide. S ;}\""--nt

Art*cle 6., A1 anplications %9@ 1otu of 1and S\all be to
'\the Executive Committeé;

Anticle 7. Mo dwelline house cen be ‘erected on scid land by

scttlers containing 1ess than two rooms, nor shall they Hafe
, chimnies of. wood ,and clav but of brick or store. \ )
Article 8. Any settler who sbali wilflly violate .the , ‘?? -
Constitution or By-Laws of th*s Society, shall forfcit andy ¢
pay to the argrfﬁ?“H p

offence, which shall be .leXt to the dec1Qion ot the

\{ according to the nature of the,

Exacutiva Uommittee, and i the same’ offence is reheaccd,
. the I‘ine shall be doubled; ant reveated the third tims, the = o
: coffender shall be exnelled frbm the settlcmnnt or eﬁ*dklot .
unf Jland, receivinf such cowcenqation as the _yecuti;c . .
Coc;ittee shall dacide h13 *mnrovomcnho_eptitle Nt fo.,

¢
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A revised Constitution eneesred in the Voice of the\ o

Essiiizﬂt 9 September, 1852, Volume T1, Number 19, p. 13
The society had met, in Detroit to~consider the first .

-f'

nronosed constitution article by article, on Fby 55 1852 and

-

later met a second time on August 25 at the Pirst PresByterian B
) el

- Church also in Detroit, '- 5 _". ‘”t§?1 *

+
. i
~

A number of revisions Were accepted after several °
amendments and a full and lengthy discussiOn by Rev C. C.
Foote, Rev. S. R. Ward, Rev S A Baker, Rev. L

~ NCCenourhey, Henr; Bibb H. Hallo k, and. others.

-~

ﬁONSTITUTION

A 71‘
Article 1. This Society shsll be known as the Refucee's
Home Society. S

t +
[

Article-a The object of the uOciety, ‘$hall be to essis;

the rergees from,Americsn slavery, to obtain nermsnent

~ A

T

homes in Canada; and to onomote their»moral, social, ohysical a
end intellectual eleyation. - _

: Article 3 Thé officers of'this Soeiety shall consist of.
President Vice- President Recording and Corresoonding
Secreteries, Treasurer and Anditor, and an Executive
Committee consisting of nine nersons- six of the Executive'
Council shall constitute a quorum- the President Vice-_
President, Secretaries, Tressurer, and Auditor shall be
ex—offieio members of ‘the Executive Committee, all of whomA
shall hold their offices mutil others are elected

N < a
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Article LS The 3xecntive Committee shell have the entire .
control and msrareM=nt~o; the finsncial affairs of the .
uocwetv subJect to the Constitution and By Laws of the,,

se"e, and of apy resolutlons which the socletv may adoot in
acco"daﬂce tberewlth Thev shsll apnoint and conmissipn all
agents. that may be necessarv for raising fUnds, or for the
ourchase, holding, and conveyinr 1e“slly lands in Canada -“
shall-allow them sucﬁ comvensation for their services as.

" they may 8rree ‘with them upon and. shall make any arrsngements

-

shat *av be necessary to.cérry’ out the objects of the society,

(=

in® the vurchase, bolding snd,conveying real’ estate, ‘under ‘a

fore¥;§ Coverrhent apd shall have power to fi]l ell vacancies
- -

whlch mey occur 1n the intervel of . the Annual Neetino.-

FArticle-i. There shall be aoorobrieted to each family of -

.

., " actuel. settl“rsdtwenty -five acres of land, five ‘of which they

shall receiveglree of ‘cost, nroviding théy shall within o
three vears from the tine of occupancy,’ c&ear, and cultivate
the same. For the rewsining twenty dcres they shall pay the Yo

primary cost in nine. pqual payments, free of use, for which

« they shall rece*ve deeds. This article may "be varied to.

less Refugees ‘from American Slavery. . s

-\

favour the aged infirm,.and widows at the discretion of the

v\,-
A

oxecutive oommittee RPN

-Article 6. This society -shall give deeds to none, but land-

L

Article 7. All monies received for ‘the sale of lands shall

be. devoted *n equdl shares to the support of schools, and’

]
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the purchase of other 1ands. : ' - o

>

Article 8. ‘No person rece*$ﬁng land by. gift or nurchase

from the Society ahall have oower to transfer the sare under :

Q9 - Y

15 years: from tiwe of ourchase or girt. ‘. ]
Article 9. Ail 1ands bein* vacated by the removal, or -f
extinction of families, shall revert to the Erecutive ,,i
Committee. S S
Article 10. All orders on the Treasurem shall be sibneqbpy
at least six of the mxecutive Committee.ﬂ . ,'_7 {

Article 11. A meeting of the utecutive Committee, or of the

Society, ~may be convened at the call of am*r ‘six’ members from.

the Executive Committee. And it shall be the duty of the

Corresoonding Secretary to notify such‘meeting at least four.

weeks ;before the time of meet*ﬂg In some nublic oaoer

Article 12. Any person may become a member of this Societx

b

. by contributing annually to its funds ahd subscribing to its

rd

Constitution. ‘.

o

Article 13. Other societies may become auxiliary to this? by-

,.adopting a Constitution in harmony with this, and contribut-

—

ing to ita funde. S L N
Article lh This Society shall holi its annual meeting on

' : thé rirst Wednesday of Sentember 1853, and annually there-

qrter for the election of officqps, and the transection of

RN

Article 15 This Society Snall continue- so long as American

business.

slavery exists - after which.all nroperty belonging to the

society shall then be aooropriated for educetional purposes .

-

N . . -
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among the- refupees rrom slavery.

Article 16. This Constitution may be altered or amended by

“ia vote of tuo-thirds of. the members at any regular meeting

_of the Societv 1f due- notice shall have been given Por such

r

~ bt

alteration or amendment three rionths orevious . to its beiﬁg

voted unon. -

-
’

’ o ‘;BY,-LA'ws_

. . . . .
[ R . . .

N

Article 1. Yo nerson shall chop or remove timber from lands

3

to be sold' until the first oayment shall be~made thereon.

Article 2. No dWellinr house shall be erected on said lands

. J
by settlnrs less than ten feet in height, nor containing less

]

than .two rooms.

] A -

- . ' v
-

.Article 3.“ No house shall be used for manuFacturing or’ vend-

-

‘ing intoxicating 1iquors on any lot received from the Society

Article L, - Any settler Who shall. wilfully violate the first -

and third articles of the By Laws of the Society, shall for

, .the 2nd offence forfeit all claim to his or her lot receiv- ’

ing such comoensetion as the Erecutive Committee shall decide

his improvements entitle him to.

-3'1 '

Article S When a settlement under the suoervision of this

Society shall increase Fo as many ag, six- families or more), ﬂ_

they shell erect a. school for the instruction of their

children for which -y lot shall be reserved in each settle-T

H3

ment and also s lot for e cemetery. ‘ L

~ ' B ' . -

T ¥y

s
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.‘-\ -,-.:. : .:‘_‘_' 5oL '~_ - 0 . i _
C 'List of Sunday School Officers and Students of the . s
4

Puce Baptist Church 1880 - as enumeraued in the Sunday Sch.ool

qegister in the possession of Mrs. Holland wrftten by her . !
i‘ather Get:r'ge Scott thé ‘I‘reasurer for the mon"hs Jarteary,
February, and March e ;o - Coe
] ) 1._- Noah J&h@ - Srz“perint.-ep;ienn o » ' J.
X - Géorge Scott'-"-' Secretary o ‘ c L '
y 3. W, M Wdlls. < Secretary ; ’ ~ e
l;_ Manuel Eaton - Assistant ecretary ~ '
j R 5. John Walls - Assistant ecretary -
. 6. :Parthania Walls - -Tesa -
B v Te Marf*walls - Assist_ t Teaeher o L
‘; e B..i_ Elizabeth Scott:-- ss}stdnt Teaei)er . Vj.
9."‘ James ‘Eabton = Assispant Te'aéhexirj : \
10. John Scott - Tressurer - R T "
'il._ ‘N'eizll 6T list ? (undeciphereble) o ) :
12. Atrivis et r (undecipherable) t
13. George Washington 23. Catl;erine Hursey 33. i:'alf:er Halls
];h. Henry Walls o 2l Mary Mill:ér o agh David Scott ,
18, Heqr? Seott. ' ';_254'gnnie,uxllér . /’3 Arthie Miller — ~7%.
16, Ieeﬁarﬁ:i.?.hott‘ k 26 Corah Wr (Mr-s. “'-'.'36._ Jerry. J'ackecn‘_ -
. S Hollands mother) | :
: 17. Charley Scott . 21, Lidie Walis * ‘March 17th )
. _-.'“18. Norah Hursey: _— 28. Eva Walls ° . ° 37. Miney Thomas.
| \ ‘ 19. Mar'y Hursey . ‘.29.j- ..J'ohnrs‘cottl - - Bé. Lige .B.e:e'c‘:lhem
20. John Jackson ~ 30. Joseph Scott - 39 Samel Carter
: 21. fil'illila;n Hursey ’ R 31. Jose;gﬁollpnd - 40, l?anie?. Al'ler;; o

o #2. F].qz'-'qne_e_'- Hursey 32. Rosabel]l.e -Scatt '
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=1y
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