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- . ABSTRACT
L) . ' )
This thesis‘attempts to describe one of Britain's .
. . - e )
_plan%'at redgping'colon;al defence costs. Fundamentally, it

is an historical narrative of the enrolled pensioner scheme
R N

in Canada West during the years 1851 through 1858, with spe-

cial emphns&s on tﬁe‘plﬁn at Aﬁhe}stburg. | B

- _ The Tntroduction sets the scené.  RespbnsibLe gov-
e;nmentlﬂag'beén achieved in the Canadas and with it Britain.
bégins a withdrawal of its garrison forces."As one of thev
salient featﬁre{ of this with@n&*al, it was decided.to enrcll
retired military mén as & substituﬁe'for the,reguiar army. .

¥ .
. .. The use of qilitary pensioners, in lieuw of the reg-

. . ular army, had a long tradition, both in the United ¥ingdonm

1

and the}Emﬁire, and British North America was no excepjfoh.

!

As well, therg‘Was a.long, albeit less successful, nistory of

! - an

m,?;_*\\ military séttlements in the Canadas,. To implementsa success-
. ful substitution of pensioﬁe{s for regular army personnel, and

+
!

. R ) _
/' to avoid many of the prohlems experienced by earlier military
settlement schemés, a'study was undertakén in 1849 under the

direction of Céptain J. D. G. Tulloch. These ﬁoﬁics'are covered

by Chapter Oné. . .

Chapter Two outlines the conditions and, terms of

- - o R - -
service of the enrolled pensioners in Canada West. As one of



-

i1

.

the features of the enrolled pensioner scheme,- the pensioners

and their.families were offered residences and small land

.

. . . ) —
grants on the Qrdnance Reserves -in. Canada West. A long and -

4

‘Bitter feud involving a number of rival British departments,

-

and later officials in Canada, developed over this issue.
. A

L B

ﬁespite the fact few pénsionerq received their grwnté, the

scheme achigveﬁ the strategic aim .0f reducing the regular‘

garrison forces of the colony.

-~

The enrolled pensipners.were spcecessfully employed -

- .

by the Province és‘police and as an interim military force.

This use of the pendioners is detailed in .Chapter Three.

.~

'~—-05é of the stations at which the enrolled pensiocners

vere. located was Fort Malden and its r§§erves at Amherstburg

¥ ¢

and Bois Blanc Island. Chapter Your prcviﬁes a brief histdr—

ical description of the town and |fort until the coming of the

pensieonérs. . : e - -

- . A
. Chapter Five outlines tHe various administrative

prohlems experiencéd %; Amhefsthurg; as well as tha general

eéonomic,successea enjoyed by the enrolled’'pensioners and

[y

:their families. . / —

*The aim <in settling the pensioners had been the en-
N ; .

-

rolment oﬂ-that'force\of veteraps as a subétitute far the
regular garrison of Fort Malden. Chagﬁer Six details the

v

‘Amherstburg penéioneif’ military and pdlice actions. The
4 ) -

story of the Amh7fstﬁurg scheme. i's covered to the términation

*
3
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Lot

9f the plan. Also included is a brief note of the pensioners'

-

'ldper life’'in the town.

A - . ‘ )
The Conclusicn sums up the general successes and
L

-

failures of the scheme.

Two Appendixes are included. The first combines
1

varidus pieces of information in an attept to detail the

-,

uniform and aqcoutréments of ,the enrolled pensioners in
. - : w .

(Enada West.- The se€cond lists-the names of those enrolled

pensioners who it has been confirmed were part of the estab-

lishment at Amherstburg. N . J 4 \\v//

. . ..’. : .
Also included are<five Plans detailing the settle-

ment of the enrolled pensioner; on the Qrdnance heserves at

‘

Amhérstburg and Boig ,Blane Island.

The redquisite supporting Endnotes and Selected

.
L

Bibliographyufqrm the end-mafter.
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' INTRODUCTION °_ /
& T

"British military policy in Canede, as~it was formu- - '
lated in the eighteenth'century and developed throughout the

first half of the nineteenth, was predominantly one in which
Y ' ‘ ’ i )

Britain sought to govery and defend the colony fron’home.

—

) Sﬁeaking generelly,.the colony wae free from almost all obli- -
gation of contrlbuting either by personel service or money .

payment towards its own defence.l This expenditure "in terms-

of both British men and money, was Jnstifiably the subj@g;qgf !

~

~ crltical examination by the Imperial Government.2 : f/
' ' : . The middle yeers of the nineteenth century saw |
- . : N

dEClSLVe changes in Britain s colonial policies with. respect
A . \\\ae_-—i

“to the Cenedian provinces w1th the questlon of defence : .o T

ettrecting a. goaﬁndeel of attention. Heving granted self-

. - ,

’ government in all that related to Canmde s internal affeirs,"

. ’}. }t noew appeared to Her Majesty s Governmen{ that this edvan-

v -
. .

tage ought to carry with 1t qbrresponding responsibillties. : o -

- - -
- 1

, . . - V

UTing such logicel arguments es 'self~- government beéets self—

i deTence', Brltaln sought an'end to the 'expensive peternalism’ C t
- L - .
that \Saw the provinces being defended elmost entirely by the

v e

Brdtish Army and at the expense of,the British texpayer

Ty N Wikh nothing more formal than a letter of lnstruc-n

- -

o tien- from the :olonialoSecretery,‘Earl,Grey,.to the Governor-

R S ]

PO



" & More efﬁective defence.

Generai of Canada; Lord Elgin, & new.policy was inaﬁgurated
in the colon-y.3 While Britain would continee to eckﬁoﬁledge
hee‘obligation to defend the b;iony aé&inst fereign aggression,
she now regarded'yhe use qf Imperial troops as a police to
meintain internel seburif;mas improper. To replace the Inpe-
rial force, whose numbers in future woﬁld be greatly reduced,
Carada would have to supplf her own poclice or some other force
for the. purpose of local defence Althouéh no general ste{e—
ment definlng the reES%\tive military responsibilities of.
colony or mother country was_laid'down, the British Governﬁen£,
hereafter, en@eevdured to:eetablish, and to impiement,-consist—
ent with celonie{‘safety, the principlejof celonial self-reli-
ancy in matfers of local defence.
As to the actual measures to be taken, Grey,

'in the first place . . . intended that, in futuie;ﬁwith

the exception of a «ertain number of enrolled rensioners,

forlwhose ocation in the Province arrangements are .in .

progress, the troops maintained in Cenada should be con-

fined tc the garrisons of two or .three fortified posts

of importance ., . ., .
L .

‘However, Grey's "notion was not . . . to cease at present

paeying for the defence of Canada but tossubstitute .2 cheaper’
b
"

% .
Along with a properly maintained

'militia, .it was felt that these measures. would not only be

sufficient to provide'tﬁe necessary security for the colony,

B

but, also, the requlsl%e v1ngs to the British Treasgpy
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gations cquld he met. . [

Although British garrison forces would remain in the Canedas .

until the lSIbs, the initiative in: providing for the defence

e

of Canada had been shifted from the Imperial to the .,,g,olonial

Gdrernment. R l .
. Within tﬂ&s evolution,; a smal;_hut'interesting

chapter 1is provided by the Enrclled Penéfogéfs,'qld soldiérs

.

who were recruited for further lEght duty as part of an

emigration scheme. Experience, throughout the Uniteh Kingdom,

in the Australian and New Zealand colohieé, and in the Hudson's

Bay Térriﬂbry, hgving shown the advanthges derived by Great
Britaih, the enrolled peﬁsioners were introduced, after ﬁtudx,
- ——a ‘ .
into Cang@a West, with a view to effecting refrenchments in
military expenditure. As & leading feature of the pian, the
pensionegs; under certain conditions, were offéred &_resideq e
and small allotment of land on the Ordnance Reserves, neér tHe
towns or in the loecalities wheée‘their military se:vices weré
liKely tec bhe required. It was hoped that tyis me;suge would
ultimately prove to be of advantage both to these o0ld soldiers
and the security of the province. The system, itseif, had the

advantage of costing almost nothing, while, névertheless;

making availahle a force through which British military obli-

. , <

»

Not wishing tc claim for it an impeortance which it .

does not merit, the enrolled pensioner scheme, and the men
. .
themselves, deserve more consideration, if only hecause of

[r*S

S
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- 4 - ,
their extfaordinary ubiquity. This paper summarizes Some
research on the implementation of the enrolled gensioner . {i
scheme in Canade West during the years 1851 through 1858.

’

‘Having presented a general outline of the plan's successes - -
and failures, emphasis is then focused on the plan and the

men at one of the enrolled pensioner stations; Amherstburg,

Canada West. Although enrolled pensioners were located ﬁhfough—.

out Canada West, the nature aand scope of this paper is primarily

directed towards the Amherstburg'experience.

- . .

[

el

't i
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o, CHAPTER I
THE ORIGINS OF THE ENROLLED PENSIONER SCHEME

) As one of the salient features of the plan by Earl
Grey to withdraw the great body of British troops from Canadsa,
thereby forcing'the éolony to agsume the respeonsibility of'its
own local defence 1in tlmes of peace, the enrolled pension;rg
have untll this time heen for the nost part overlooked. While‘ '
historigns have‘not neglected this: period of Canadian military
develbpment, thelir treapment Sf-the'pensioners have heen’
;omewhat uneven;‘the,pensioners being conspicuous by their
absence from @hése'studies.

The history of these militery pensioners commenéed.
with the founding of the Chelsea Hospltal in 1682 by Charles II
as a hgme for aged veterans and men broken by war”l The
granting of pensions originated shortly thereafter as an alter-’
native to hospitaliéation and as & reward for long and valuable
service. With ;nlistpent in" the army at that time for life
or until a discharge on medical grounds weas granted,2 peﬂsions
prﬁmised, or seemed to proﬁlse; finaencial reward and security
for the men in their later years. Aw&réed at the discretiocon

of the Board of Commissioners of the Royal Hbspital, Chelsesn,

" normal ppnsion rates for invalidityvvaried from 8d. to 2s. per

h e et v, A ———— — & e e

o

E
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day for privates and up to 3s.-per day for serjeants, depending
on the nature and extent of the disability. Long service
.pensicns varied with the length of service over twenty-one
¥ears and with the sol&ier's.rank, but normal rates started at
84. to ls; Gd; per day- for a private and ran as high as 3s.
per day for a top serjeant.3 The%e'pensions, in their aggre-
gate form, soon became a considerable drain upon the Treeasury.
In an attempt to reduce the cost of pensions or to
funnel them into constructive channels, numerous proposals
were adopted over the years, chief of which were the employment
of pensioners in lieu of regular army personnel and for the
maintenance of‘public ocrder.

sBeginning with the closing years of the seventeenth

century, pensioners were selected for service in special units

o

of the regular army, known &t that time as Independent Companies

of Invalids. These pensioners ve?é.paid as regular soldiers
out of Army funds. The motive fior this was mainly to relieve
the expense pf pensions by transferring the cosgt of méintaining
them to the estimate for guards, garrisons, and land forces.
These formations sobn gaeined recognitidn, howevgr, as a means
for providing for home defence in' cases ®f emergenc[.h'
Twenty—five companies of Chelsea pensioners had been
raised to reiieve field force uni;s frpm static duties by the
eve 0of the Jacobite Rising of 1715, when the need for adequate

home forces was demonstrated. In 1719, ten of these companies

[

L Pty ——— e e F St e



title of Fielding's Invalids.

#e;e,;onstituted as & regular regiment of the line under the
g The Forty-Five resulted in a
further increase in their numbers. During the Americ;n
Revolution, pensioners performed garrison duties, poth;ﬁt home
and in MNorth America wher;.the Royal Gerrison Battalion was
stationed from 1778—1783.6 The strength of the pensioner

force rose dram;tically during the French Revolutionary Wars 
when the nuﬁ;er of companies rose from thirty-six containing
1,62Q men altogether, to sixty-six with 7,175 men.in 1808'.T
When the threat of invasion gave place to that of
internal uprisings in the post-war years, pénsioners tcok over
garrison dutles in Great Britain and Ireland, thus releasigg
the regulars for more active sérvice preserving public order.
This service amounted, in fact, to a temporary re-ealistment
in the regular army which provided a reasonable compensation
for the men and also employment ¢ which they were accustomed.
During the 1820s and 1830s, peansioners were employed
es special constables,»perfofming such ﬁultifarious tasks as
assisting regular poiice in thei} routine duties, gugrdihg
threatened objects from attack or dispersing unruly mobs.

However, the servieces of the pensioners on these occasions

.were not obtained without difficulties. Great inconvenience,

as well as delays in sctual service, were occasioned by re-.
quiring whole classes of pensioners to report for examination

prior to serving. It was discovered, alse, that. frauds were

TIPS
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perpetrated on the government by the relatives of deceased

rensioners continuing to draw their-pay.

In 1843, however, in an effort to make more effec- '

o

tive use of the services of the pensioners, an‘Ac%a was passed

which rendered these imposifiods impossible by their re-organ-
izaticn -Selectiig the most active and energetic of the men, '

the pensioners were organized into a ?ermanent reserve force.
Under the command of half-pay 6fficers, the corps of 'enrolled'

pensioners'we;e organized upon a military basis, reedy to be
called out in case of eméé%éncy.by the authorities responsibléﬁ

~

for maintaiﬂing the public peage. Called out for ihspection

/

and exercise for a specified period each year, the pensiorers

at other times lived freelj'in their own homes following their

normal occupations, Through this re-organization, the pensioners

- .

. . . T !
would see extensive service throughout”"the United Kingdom,
. g

being rendered a body capable of affording.valuaﬁle—assistance.

[}

Noting the sﬁqcess of the scheme, the siéé of the

-

co}ps of enrolled pensioners was increased considerably by
L] . .

the enrolment of the navel out-pensioners of Greenwich Hospital

in 18h6,10 and of the out-pensioners in the colonies in lBhT.ll

An Act12 of 1848 extended the enrolment to such of the East
India Company's pensioners as volunteered for the service.

;
Ever mindful of economies, Britain saw\through these extensions

of the act an opportunity to expand the pensioners?” sefvices B

without increasing costs. . ’
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In an effort to redﬁge thé'charge on the British
Treasury for the defend? of the célonieé; a two part program
utilizing the enrolled pénsioneréiwas deveipped. First,nanﬁ
mosﬁ}ié%ortant, was éhe with&rawal of the greater part of the

9
regular army force from the colonies. This would result in‘a

-

concentration of theilr remaining forces, ss well as reduced

defence costs.. Secondly, at the stations vacated by the regular

_army, it wag“planned to settle retired British military men

end their families, who would form & ready regerve through
whieh British military obligations"migh€ be met. Thus .thire

was & specific po%iéy; and a clear set of goals; cheaper colo-
nial d;fegce.’ When viewed iﬁ this way, as a corollary to the
reduction éga withdrawal of Brixish“troops.f;oﬁ the co;onies,-
the énrolle@ pensioner scheme may be undersééod for what-it
was, the substitution of a cdsély &efence force with a less
costly one.

Commencing in 1847, the enrolled pénsionérs provided
a military-police p;esence in the Australién—New Zealand col-
onies, where ultimately & force of i,SOO men wes armed and
organized, readg for éegvice in an emergency. By. replacing
an egual numbe;yof regular troops, the-pensioners,afforded:a
considerable savings tc the British Government and also entirely
ébviated the necessity of sending reg%Pents to the colonies, as
woul& otherwise have been the case to Earry on-the militayy

v

duties and afford the security and protection necessary. ‘As

A e 4 e A it § ot s A e b
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a further savings, the men earned their passage as convict
guards, and thus relieved the regular army of asdisagreeable

13

and discouraging duty. )
As one of the .conditions for obtaining their serﬁiles
and ‘to prevent their dispersion throughout the country, the
pensioners were offered cottages with a small allotment of
land attacied to each. The Ggovernment of New South Wales also
offered a p;emium of £18 per head to entice them Into that
c?loﬁy.IF' bnce_settled, the locgl goverﬁment had =at short-
notice the serviceSnof the pensioners as & 'battalion' whenever
they were required. The pensioners £hus prgéided'an_internal
"military force in these colonies, where they ﬁere reported to

have "assembled with the same facility as regular troops and

N L5
“ jith _equally good effect.”

H
-

Notiné the successes exhiﬁited,by
the ﬁeésioners, as well as the savings enjoyed by-the British
taxpayer in colonial defence costs, simi%ar plans were:adoPted‘
fof-settling enrolled pensioners in the ékhsr colqnies.16

The unsettled-question of Canadian\military respon-
sibility followihg the granting of responsible government in
1848 made anada a prime choice for the expansion of the
enrolled pensioner scheme. Expensive British regulars could
be recalled to Britain and replaced by suigable refired per-
sonnel who would not only perform the duty cheaper-than
regulars but whose pensions would be used in a productive

manner. The fglan, therefore, offered both strategic and



financial benefits. - -

.

This, however, would not be the first a&tempt at using
pensioners in lieu of regular &rmy‘persqnnei i%'éritish Nortp
Aﬁerica. As previously éelated, the Ro&al G&rfison Battalion
had been stationed at Halifax. from 1778 to 1783. The bth Battalion
King'sjéoyal Veterans was in-Halifai‘in-lélQ. During the years
1813 to.1815; the 10th Royal Veteran Battalioﬁ was stationed at
Halifax,'witﬁ one detaéhéent at Isle-aux-Noix in lBlh, aend andthef
on the Niagara Frontier,‘pafticipating in actions at Miéhilimacﬁinac,
Frenchtown, and Miami.lT From 1824, the practice of garrisoning
Newfoundland with veteran companies of Chelsea out-pensioners was
gdopted.l8 Although not a pensioners batfalion in the strictest
sense, thg Royal Canadian Veterans Regimént, later,renaﬁed the (
Royal Canadian Rifle Regimént, was formed in lQhO for solely
Canadian servicé. Manned with voluﬁteers from the nineteeﬁ‘

regiments then serving in Canada who had completed fifteen years

of militéry service, its makeup and service ¢losely resembled

1
* . .
that of a pensioners battalion.l9 : oL

Further, the service of the enrolled pensicners was
expanded to the North American continent. in 1848, wheﬁ the . :
fth Foot was relieved from Fort Garry, in the Hudson's Bay
T€rritory, by a company of fifty-six pensioners under the
command of Major W. B. Caldwell, Governor of the settlement.

A second body of twenty pensioners followed in.lBSO; woth
o '

. . 9 . N . " 20
parties having been accompanied by wives and children.

Serving under the same terms as those pensioners in Australia
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and New Ze;fand, the pens;oners settied on small hqldingg
along the Assiniboine River west‘of;Fort Garry,el where they
provided a militaryjfglic; presence until their term of
enrolment expired in 1855. While some, went back to gland
or went to the Canadas, many stayed on in fhe settlgment,
settling down more or less quietly in their new locale.

t As well, proposals were advanced in 1850 to settle
two or three companies of pensioners. in Princg‘Edward Island

so 'that the regular force could be withdrawn.23

Despite this lengthy experience, the proposed qi

expansion of the enrolled pensioner scheme to Canade did not e

v

go unopposed. The Duke of Wellington, in general, doubted
whether pensioners could be used for the intended purpose.

They °

have been dischﬁrged and pensioned from the army after
dﬁe.examination.of their unfitness for further perﬁanent
Military Service . . . 1t would . . . De an extremely.
unsafe measure to place any reliance on their per%ormauce
of more.active military duty, or to consider them as being.
in any manner constituted to form a component part of the -

‘\ \ effective military force of the empire.
A
™,

Iﬁ\lBhS, Governor-General Lord Elgin expressed the opinion

that ". . . Canada is the last Colony on which such experiments
: » )

should be Made." 2
, .

The scheme, however, had already proven successful

in the United Kingdom and in the Australian and New Zealand

N
[9:7
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‘'scldiers, having spent more than twenty

. . . .
’ i s

colonies, and there was little reason tc doubt that the pen-
o \ -
sioners would not succeed in the Canadas. Having served their

v

terms of enlistment anq_having received their discharges when

no more‘than'forty years of age: or heving been granted earlier

discharges because of wounds that would not incapacitate them
from garriscon duties, the enrogled pensioners would be quite
capable of performing the military duties that would be . re-

\ .
quired of them. Moreover, the pensioners could man the:scat-
- ' ‘ .
tered outposts more cheaply than the regulars, as the men would

only be peid for the days they were on actual duty.
Others, however, on hearing that 1t was intended to

combine the dual operations of farmer and soldier in the in-

tended corps, questioned the scheme &t an early stage. Richard
Bullock, long native to Canada, put forward the following

personel view:

.

how utterly unsuited is an old soldier or even an old

Country farmer for the business of clearing and cultivating
. ‘ ‘

the soil in this Country, and Climate, without practical

26

instructioﬁ.

.Views such as this were no doubt based on the belief that -0ld

\z?ars at their trade,

could not easily train into the habits of sober and persevering

. . N
industry. DNumerous examples were available to support the

belief.

Like the military use of pensioners, the principle



of estahlishing'military colohies had a long, albeit less

T

successful, tradition in North America. The dishandment of
the Carignan-shlieres Regiment in. the Richelieu- River district

was a French 1Tth century example of militdry colonies in .

. 2 . . . .
North America. T The relocation of the American Loyalists in

.

British North America had been a miiitary settlement, with the
dishanded soldiers Bftgn located along with their officers.zg
In 1790, the proposal Sf settling the border areas with veteran
soldiers was advgnced by Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe.29 Tﬂe
ﬁisbandment and settlement of the De Meuron and De Watteville
Regiments, as well as the military‘settlemepts at Perth, Lanark,
and Richmond, were exaﬁples of military settlement following
the War of 1812.3° In.most of these early at{empts, however,
administra%&rs, in selecting the land for settlement, unfortu-
nately useﬁ strategic concepts rather thén fertility, accessi-
bility to markets, and cther gconomic critefia, which resulted
in varied degrees of success for t£e mi;itary settlements.Bl
However, much of the opposition that wes raised over
the int:oduéticn qf the "enrolled pensioner_;cﬁeme was no doubt
fostered because of an exiremely. unsuccessful attempt at set.’
tling 'commuted' Chelsea pensicners In the early 18305.
By.iBBO,.the total numbér of pensioners throughout
2all the ﬁorth American provinéesiprobahly did not exceé&li,ooo

men, of whom about 700 were in the Canadas. Most of thése men

had belonged to regiments serving in Nerth Americe which had been

;
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reduced therye. While soldiers who héd campleted their en-

‘gagement in the coloniés had long been encouraged to remain

where they were, saving the cost of transport to Britain, an
Act33 was passed in 1830 providing free passage and f;ee colo-
nial laend to pensiopers. Upon rcnﬁuécing or 'commgting,'their
pensions for & sum not exceeding four years' pension, the act
oéfefed ﬁoﬁ—gommissioned officers and soldiers a lump commu-
.taﬁion of their pensions and a, grant of land, 200 acres to
serjeants. and 100 acres to privates. Receiving this, they had
no furﬁ§§¥:clgiﬁ whatsoever upon the Government or Cheisea
Board and,-in féét, ceased to be ‘pensionersj.“ The act éhus
promised.Eyth to save the Government monef‘and rid it-of thé
pensiohefs. ,
Beginning in 1832, apppoximateiy 3,2b0 of these
'commuted‘.pensioners went to. British North America, with at,
least l,OOO.and probably 1,500 of them settlihg‘in Upper Caﬁada.
The 1ot of the;e?coqﬁgtéd pensioners scon, however, became oﬁe
of general dist;égs. ’ﬁlthough éuidelines had existed as to netc-
essarf funds, fitness, and character, these reiuirements seem to
have been ignored, many pensiohers proving too old; infirm, im-
prpviaent, and unused to backwoods agriculture.al‘L More;ver, the
land that these men received was often very poor, so that rgising
Crops wWas @ifficult at hest. Yithout a pension‘or the possibility

3

of good harvests, many of these comnmuted pensioners and their

families were forced to leaVe thei;rholdings, to ' beg in the
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cities, in order to survi_v,e.35 Ultimately, those pensioners

{

wht were in actual meed were. restored to pension at & flat ‘ \\\
rate of Ukd. per day: It wés decided, tﬁerefore, thet no

more pensions would be commuted and no more pensioners, unless

36.

they could paey theilr own way, would emigrate to Cenada.”
Following this, in’lBhT, a number of pensioners and

their families, affer agreeing to reductions ‘in pension to '

-

pdy for supplies advanced, were permitted to emigrate to Canada

. \_

~in the Blenheim and Maria Somers trensports. While it was

expected that in the‘majority cf cases the mgn and their fem-

L3

ilies would derive great advan?age# from théir emigration,

these expectations were largely not achieved. Because 6T the
deplorable state of a&grvation of these persons prior to leaying
Irelﬁn@, a high rate of\Eo;talié? had resyl{ed on bpard.37

This was seén as yet another reason for questioning the proposed

. =
expansion of the enrolled pensioner scheme to Canada.

Notwithstanding these experieﬂces, and the opposition
e ]
'of many,, beth at home and in the colony, the pldn to proceed
4

with the settlement of enrolled pensioners in Canada wes commenced.

-One of the chief obsmacies to the success of the

earlier schemes had been the lack of a regulated system. Grey,

“

himself,, felt that "if the Govnt shd ever attempt directly to

convey efligrants to the American Colonies it must be by plg%ing
: a1 8 .

them under the restraint of Military dlSClpllne."B Experience

" had demonstrated that old soldiers l1éft to themselves were

- .

’

.
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" . .
altogether unsuited from previous habits of life to make good

39 '

settlers, Yet Grey felt, "when placed under the restrﬁints

of Military law & discipline . . . the semibafbarians of Mayo

and Donegal wd be fitted for becoming far more useful Setthrs

w0

than they othexfwise wd be. It was hoped that when placed

under the superlintendence of half-pey officers, their experience

and tralned habilfs of military obedience could be turzed to

»

benefit.

In an effort to obtain informatiOn‘that might 'prove

useful in settling and organizing the pensioners in Canads,

Captain J. D. G. Tulloch, one of the staff officerms employed

in the pa&ment and superintendence of pensioners in thé United
Kingdom, was‘sent to Canada in April 18h9‘on a mission froq.
the War.Office. Tulloch was to enquire‘and>repor£ upbn the
feasibility of'placing the pensioners there under the sahe

system of payment and military organizaticn a&s had been adopted

L1

in the United Kingdom in 1843. " One of the chief objects of

his eaquiry was to ascertain the number and probabléwéfficieneyu

for local .duty of the men in the Canadas,hz

.

From his inspection, Tulloch discovered that, despite

handicaps, many pensioners had become suéeessful farmers. On

" the evidence -.of officiel returns, he was able to show that,

when favoured with a good so0il and c¢climate, these men were
little behind others in agricultural progress, though they were

not likely to have had the same advantages in-respect to capital,
: A ‘

e it
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age, and intelligenée. Besides supporting their families on
their land, a large portion of the péhsioners were able to
maké from £0 to £30 a year froﬁ the sale of pfoducet‘ As a
further iﬁstange of the success of these men, Captgin’Tulloch
reported that in_Canada West, six were magistrates, five were
militia field officers, sixteen were captains, and fifteenv
were subalterns of militia, positions which they were not

likely to have attained unless tﬁey had raised themselves to

a certain degree of respectability and independenEE. t was

.also shown that, at least in Canads West, the commuted pen-

3

. . ‘ { .
sioners of the early 1830s had not fared nearly as badly as

b3 Thus, from the evidence presented by

previously assﬁmed.

Tulloch, it vas.seen that any condemnation of the idea of

military settlement in Canada West, baseq purély on the belief

that soldiers were inherently poor settlers, would be somewhat : ('

of a hasty Judgement. ) . ' /.///.
Although it would prove necessary to initially segd//

out a smali number of pensioners and their families frog;fhe

;niied Kingdom, it wes concluded frothaptain Tulloeh’; inspee~ ‘~;

tion and report, that provided there existed a me;ns of locating

the ﬁensioners on small allotments of land in the viecinity of;

the large towns or villagés, the enrolled pegjioner scheme

could be adopted in Canada. By loegting peﬁsionérs in this

way, employment for themselves and families, and a certain

market for thelr produce,'could readily be .obtained, without

\

- -



exposing them to the difficulties attending life in thé interior
that had been experienced by earlier pensioner schemes in

Canada. From the military point of view, any advantageé which
/

were likel& to be derived from the settlement of pensioners

Ly

elso reguired their coancentration.

In order to effect this purpose, however, great dif-

3

ficulty was likely to be experienced in proéuring sufficient

13

'land; excepﬁlat an expense which would provela seriQus pbst&cle ~
to the arrangemgnt.hs Free Crown land, essehtial to the scheme,

“was no.longer available for miiiﬁary settlers in Camada. While
officers couldi;sfeive a feﬁiSSion'of part of the purchase

price of laand, no such grants had been available to the rank

and file after 18311.1‘.6

To meet this difficulty, Captain Tulloch proposed
taking advantage of the‘Ordnénce Reserves, several of which

were available in those localities where it was most gxpedient

b7

tc locate the pensioners for purposes of defence. Located

at Kingston, Bytown,‘Tofonto,'Hamilton, Niagara, Chippewa,

.qut Erie, London, Chatham, Sarnia, Amherstburg, Windsor,

and several other important stations . . . [were] reserves
L extending in some cases to upwards of 1000 acres,

for the most part clear of wobd, with good sq;;, in the

immediate vicinity of towns, and possessing every requisite

for the settlement of pensioners on small allotments. .
in-Tulloch's‘view, the Ordnance Reserves in Canada appeared

"to afford a most eligible opportunity for settling Pensioners
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in that Country, in such a manner as to dontribute materially

ho - |

to the defence of the Province."

.These reserves were vested by the province in the
Ordnance Department for the ﬁurpose of military defence» as the

sites of possible ‘defence works and buildings, which, given

éritish reluctance to defeﬁce spending in the colon;:#weré
never likely to be built. Being vEcant,‘the lands we}e conse-
quently useless and in many instances pgd lapsed into the
condition of public.nui;ances. In Tullgch's words

these reserves being uncultivated, and in most instances <
unenclosed even when in the nei@ibourhood of large and
populous towns present a barrier to every improvement;

and are a positive injury to fhe‘locality. In several
instancés_they have been occupied by Squatters, and the
encroachments even of persons of a better class have been -

50

considerable.
If.left unused it would be difficult o resist the claims of

the Canadian authorities to obtain possession of them, claims

-

which were becoming more difficult to resist as Britain was no

longer inclined to incur the expense of building stone walls
S1

on them. The appropriation:of these resgrveé for the settle-

_.ment of enrolled pensioners seemed, however, to be "legitimately
defensible as a direct application of those lands tc purposes

Lok noe

of military defence.

By utilizipng the Ordnance Reserves, military settle-

ments more efficient than any yet attempted might be formed
. 4

!
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in‘Canada; The enrolled pensioners could be givén‘small grants
on these military reserves near the tdwns and villages where

the staff officers could watch over them and easilly assemble

N

o .
them for duty. Everyone, the pensioners, the colony, and the

Imperial Government, would henefit. Coloniel and War Offiée

officials at once accepted Tulloch's plan.53

-3
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CHAPTER II

THE ENROLLED PENSIONER SCHEME

AND THE ORDNANCE RESERVES OF CANADA WEST

Aftértcareful study, it was decided to implement the
enrolled pensioner scheme in Canada, with a view to effecting
retrenchments in colonial defence costs. By substituting the
. enrclled pensioners for the regular garr&son fofces in the
colony a double savings could be achieved; The pensioners //
would not only man thﬁ_;é&ttered outposts in Canads more
cheaply than regula;s; who could be maintained much more
economically in the British Iéles, but the use of pensioners
in ‘setive service would direct part of ﬁheir pension payments
into productive channels.1 Moreover, t£§;enrolled peﬁsioner

scheme would allow the necessary reductions in the Imperial

forces in Canada, without requiring the Provinece to undertake
"any additional expenditure in consequence. Governor-General
ﬁord.Elgin, although not personelly enthusiastic, was quité
certain theat . whatever came ogfthe proposed changes, there
never was 1likely to be so favourable an opportunity for at-

R 2 .
tempting them.

With the submission of Captain Tulloch's favourahle

report,3 a plan, modelled on the scheme in existence elsewhere

22
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in the Empire, wes dravn up to put enrolled pensioners on
the Canadian Ordnance Reserves. Arrangements were soon also

made with the Admiralty to give over its reserves to the

~

rensioner project, with ﬁhg_assuraﬁce that néval'pensionefs,
more especially those who h;d.serggdain the Marines and were
available for military orgenization, would be allowed the ‘same
privileges as those_from the army.

Taking intc account Captain Tulloch's findings ané.
suégestions, it was decided to initially confine the enrolled.
pensloner projJect to the reserves of Canada West; because itl.
was there that the imprevement in the poﬁdit;oq of the ﬁenf
5 —

sioners had been most appzrent.

In Lower Canada the long continuance and severity of the
Winter, the precarious nature of the crops, the low price
cf labour, and the comparatively high price of provisions
and fuel, particularly in ;he vicinity of large Towns,
[had] . . . proved serious evils to the pensioners settled
there of late years.
By restricting the plan to the upper province, however, the
pensioners were likely to have fewer difficulties to contend
with. = In fact, Captain Tulloch believed that if industrious,
they would have ' no difflculty in the course of & year er two
in maintaining themselves and families without touching their
pensions.

Originally, & settlement plen encompassing very nearly

all the reserves in Canada West, which included the reserves at

P e L S
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Penetanguishene, Amherstburg, Chaéham, Pointe Pélge, River ngﬁk
Clair, Niagarq, fort Erie, Hamilton, Toronto, and Londen, was
contempla.ted.8 Other reserves which were listed as” peossible
sites for the settlement of pensioners had included those at
Bytown and'Kingston.g The locations of these reserves were

soon cut.back to more modest numbers.
¢:~The reserves-which were to be regquired first for

theléeftlemeﬁt of pensioners were thosé at Amherstburg, including
Bois Blanc,mgnd Penetanguishene, from which the troops’were
ordered éo be removed, and at Toronto.10 It was intended;to
_settle 120 pensioners with their wives and families at -
‘Amherstb&Tg, and T0 pensioner; with their wives and families
were to be located at Penetanéuishene. The pensiocners to be
located at Toronto were to be selected from the men who werF
on the spot.ll These reserves were to be settled early in 1851.
The next reserves required were to be those at London,
Niegara, and Fort Erie, at which pensioners were probably to
be settled in the course of the summer. The remainder of the
reserves would be required by the spring of.1852.12 As a'tem-
porary me§sure, uﬁ;il arrangéments were completed for.settling
them, it was proposed only to }oéate a non-commissioned officer
end two or three privates at éach of these letfer reserves to

ward off squatters.13

Because of the 'experience obtained' by Captain Tulloch

&
on his tour of 1849, he was selected to implement all the
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arrangements for tpe setflement of the pensioners on the
Ordnance and Naval Reserves, and for mak;ng their services
available in local companies at the most important of the
stations. His duties were to include the complete superintend-
ence over both the officers and men belonging to the pension
districts in Caneda, th;qoverall control of the expenditurés
which would be required for rendering the reserves available
for the settlement of the pensioners, the regulétion of the
division of thé reserveslamong"the men, and the issue of such
advances froﬁ pension as were necessary to enable the‘pensioners
to seittle on the reserves successfully. All ccrrespondence
pertinent to the pension di;triets to be formed in North America
was to be carried on through Tulloch. The pay lists, hovever;
were to be forwarded direct to the War Office.lh

JameséDu%das Gregorie Tulloch was the son of John
Tulloch, & captain in #he British army, and his wife, the
daughter ¢of Thomas Gregorie of Perth. Joﬁn Tulloch was des-
cended from an ancient family resdiding at Newry which had
suffered for its Jacobite principles. Jamé;' older brother '
wes Majqr General Sir Alexander Murray.Tulloch, at the time of
James'’ éépointment a lieutenant—celonel, and Superintendent of

Pensioners in the United Kingdom.15 J. D. G. Tulloch's active

p

career in the army was brief. He had entered the army, 22
ES

August 1841, as a captain in the 84th Foot but was reduced to

half-pay, 16 December lshh.ls Tulloch's duties after this

[
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PRGSO 3



16

T

26

—

had included those of sub—diyision officer in Edinburgp, and

acting-paymaster of a recruiting district, as ﬁell as stgff

adjutaﬁt.lT
Tulloch was to enter into his new duties as Military
Superintendent of Pénsioners in Canada at thé_en&ﬂpf February
1851. While acting in this capacity, Captaianulloqh was to
have the local rgnk'of majJor in North Americe, effecti}e 18

18

April 1851. Ke wes to meke his headquarters at Toronto,

where he was expected to pay the pensioneri‘there, and at its

several out-stations. TFor these duties, Tulloch was %o receive

an allowance of £1.5.0 per day, in addition, to his pay as

staff officer of pensiocners. After carrying the whole of the

arrangements into effect, Tulloch was to be at liberty to return

and resume his duties as Staff Officer of Pensioners of the
. : 19

Edinburgh District.

Further arrangements were made with the Admiralty

in 1851 for the sum of £2,000 being included in its estimates
$0 cover any expense zttending the transit of the pensioners
to Canada. While the number of pensioners to bg'sent out
‘initially was to be very lim{;gg, probably not exceedingéIEO
men, the uncertainty as to the numbers who might offer them-
. selves as candidates had resulted in the War O0ffice making
provision for the maximum number. It was anticipated that

not much more than half of the £2,000 would be required for

that yegr.zo

4 o it
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A like amount.in the Army estimates fgf the year was
taken to cover the expense.of bringing these men and their
families from their homes to the ports of embarkation, forwgrd;
ing them through Canade to their destinations, préparing the
reserves, and also for the pay and allowances of the offiqers.
With this expenditure, the War Office heped nct only to pro-
vide a sufficient force for the garrisons of Amherétburg and
Penetanguishene, but also to be able to begin the formation
of two battalions at London and Toronto. These latter two
posts would rapidly be brought up tc strength by the nﬁmber
of soldiers about to be discharged to pension in Canada in the
course of the nexp,year.el

The Treasury, which by virtue of its powers of dis-
bursement had a general interest in each of the othef}depa:t-
ments' estimate; and their epplication, was also solicited.
After little or no d?scussibn, Treasury approval of the sche;e

was granted when Charles Trevelyan of that department reported

25 March 1851,

that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majésty’s Treasury have

not seen reason to object'to the provision for the Expenses

of Conveyances & Location of Military Pensioners in Canada

being included in the Parliamentary ¥stimates for Army &

Navy Services . . . .22

With this authorization, implementation of the plan was pushed

.

forward, Ordnance and Commissariat officlals being petitioﬁed

to make arrangements for the reception of the pensioners.23

PP
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With arrgngements in progress, a warrant for the

enrolment cf one thousand pensioners in Canada was authorized.

It was not anticipated, however, that more than five hundred
would be made available in the Eourse of the first year, but

that that number would rapidly increase to the authorized

limitfﬁéhmore of the reserves were made available to settle-

LY
N

ment .~ .
e

x

in making the selection of men for the first draft,
the number of pensioners to fe recommended was ngt.to exceed
twe from eech pension di;;rict.‘ These pensioners, howeyer,
were not.to ﬁe taken from the map withSut sélection, for the
ear%ier.eiperience.of the 1832 scheme had deﬁoggtrated tpat
the military settlement experiment hcould only successfully

be tried, in the case of picked men, of known and tried stead-

iness of character, combined with physicel activity and strength.

‘There was & further reason for ensuring a high standard; the

men were to form a large part of the colony's ready defence

force. . ~

< X ) N
In fact, every care appears to have been taken to

ensure the selection of individuals of high callibre. Candidates
were to be men of gocd character, and scber industrious habits,

théir maximum age was not to exceed LS, and they were toc be
. s 26
medically approved prior to being recommended.

.50 as not to create embarrassment by ‘taking men who

might not have the means of maintaining themselves and their

ndd
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families after their.arri?al, financial,éonditicns were aiso‘ .

¥

set;.candidates were to have £15 capital to gssist them in
settling, and none were to be recommended whose pension was

under 9d. a day. As a further ‘condition, the number of their
children was not to exceed three.ET

Eligible candidates who did not possess all the

required amount, of £15 were to havé their cases considered.
Staff Officers of Pensioners, however, were notified that

should there be more Candidates in the Distriet with the
required [£15] than the two you are authorized to recom-
mend, you mey report the excess, with a view to' their
case being ddhsidered if the nuﬁbers are not completed‘
in other'Districts.ag'

By enforcing these cqndiETR?s it was hoped t; obt?;n & class

of candidates who had bheen in the habit of éxergising prudence
and econony. AlSo,'tﬁe problems associated with the mass of
applicants who would otherwise be brought forﬁard by ﬁhe pros- ¢
pect of & f:ée passage to Canadas was resolved.

Benjamin Hawes of the War Office, reporting later on

~

the process noted:

In making a selection of the pepsioners‘for this Service
it ﬁas been usdal to give preference tc those whose fami;ieg
are best provided, and it‘affords good evidence that thef

3 have not gone to Canada as paupers, since they ﬁave taken
with them an average of from 6 to‘T Cwt of'Baggagevéach

29

for themselves and families.

These pensioners ﬁere carefully. chosen from among those.engaged
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in ggricu;turgiﬁpursuits, or who had been well acguainted with
Canada.BO It was recemmended that "a few of them should be
mechanics, particularly, Carpentefsp‘Masons, Blacksmiths, and

Bricklayefs. The rd&mainder [might] be day laborers accustomed

. ’ ’ o
to agricultural pursuits."3l

. A major problem exhibited by earlier pensioner schemes
had been the tendency to ‘issue too much land and at too great a

digfance from Mmaerkets. In order to obviate this difficulty,

the pensicners would be settled near the towns on two to three

acre plots, requiring little capital or extensive krnowledge of

farming operations. By limiting the size of their lots, it was
4 : '
hoped that tlieir occupations would not withdraw them or their’
P ) :
families too much frém the labour market, or involve them in

- e
greater expenditure than their pensions would cover. The culti-

4

vation of these smalip™llotments would, however, provide both

a coﬂstructive rastime and the means. for a comfortable subsist- -
32

ence.
* It was to be distinctly understood, however, that the
grant of land wad to depend entirely on theXre being a sufficient

quantiﬁy of Government-owned land available, and that the absence
L.

o " .
of it could not be used as a basis for compensation, A1l that
. .

was guaranteed to the pensioners was a frge passage to Canada
r

West, where provisions were cheap and employment was likely to

33 ‘ L
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be cbtained.

. we



‘at public fexpense.

31

.Coupled with the £15 requiremeht, which would be rk-'

peid in éull upen the pensionér's;arfival at his destination,'
J .

the Government proposed advancing him é six months advgnce of
pension, to be applied under ﬁhe direction of his officer, ino
providiné him with =2 héuse, and in the puf&hase of stock, ag-
ricultural implements,,seeds, and other requisites to bring
sufficient land into ‘cultivation ﬁpgrthe subsistence of himself
and family; No‘part of t%e amount was to be ;xpeﬁde@ in the
conVeyﬁnce of himself or family %o Canade West. All advances
of pension were to be repai%: beginning six months from the
date of the advance, by the stoppage of at least one third of
the pension till the amount was made good. In the case of -
those who wished to support themselves by day labour, rather
than by settling on land, no advance of pension was entitled.?h-

Pay was to be issued to the pensioners from the date

of leaving home £i11 embarketion. _Privates were to receive

ls. 3d. a day, cq;pofals_ls. 6d. a day, and serjeanﬁs is. 104d.
a day. No edvance of pension was to be given to any candidate
on leaving his District, heyond whaf’was absolutely ggcessary
for £he outfit of himself and «amily. Conveyance for tﬁemsélves
and theid\r families to the port fron which they sailed was Fo be

35

With each company of pensioners, a Staff Officer of

Pensioners was to be sent out. These officers, in charge of

the settlement and organization of the pensioners into local
\ R :
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companies, had long been accustomed to the management cof pen-

gioners, each having been employed ip the organization of a
similar force i; the United KipgddmlBs

Each officer and. his family, like the pensioners,
were-provided with a free passage.‘ This included the expeﬂsé
of thelr conveyance and the cerriage of their baggage provxded
it dld not exceed double the usual quantity for =a REngent&l
Officer of the same rank, from his residence to “the port of
embarkation, If he required it, each officer woulg receive,
prior to embarkatibn, an advance of twc months bay and allow-
ances to aid in provisioning himself and famlly during the
.“voyag;; .To aid in their messing, the officer was to rece1Ve
£5 fof~his wife £3 for each child above 1k years of mge, and
g2 for each!hhxld under that age.' The officer himself was to
receive an allow;;Ee\of L shillings a day on shipboard. Suit-
able cabin accommodation\;hs to be provided for each officer ..
and his family. Cabins werento be not less than 8 feet by 10
feet for the officer and his wife, and the same for évery three
children.BT

An opportunity similar to that offered to pensioners

N

in the Unlted Kingdom was extended to pensioners resident in . o

the Canadas., Pensioners of gocd conduct who were unable to

' B a

find employment at Montreal and Quebec, and their respective
cut-stations, were given notice of the opportunity to enlist

in the force of enrolled pensioners to be raised for service

-
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in Canade West. The whole number to be selected from these
distr%ctg was to be liﬁited; However, to sixty. if accepted,
thgy were to be provided with a free passage for themseives
and familfes to Amherstburg or Pénetanguishene, with the priv-
ilege of settling there on the same conditions as:-those of the
United Kingdom, except that pensioners then resident in Can;Ea
wvere not requiréd t; produce the‘£15, and could be taken up to
the age of forty-eight. Thef: however, were to "Qtill be
sufficiently effective to do duty'in a Local. Company for a few

days 'in each year."38

Tulloch, in additidn, vas pre;ared to accept any
good men about to'be.discharged to pension froq regiments in
Canada, who had acquired a sufficient.knoleAégggﬁéfe country
to be useful in assisting the others.39 In sub;equent Years,
additional numbers might be added from the number af soldiers
.annually disgharged in the colony, the whole of whose military
services would be lost if_some system of organization of this
kind was not attempted. As Tulloch noted: "The Canadian Rifles .
glbne must soon discharge fronm iSO to 20Q annually,‘their time
of service being completei and an equal number at least may bve
expected frqP other corps serving in the country."ho Under a
System such as now proposed by Tulloch, those discharged in
the proviﬁce would bBe encouraged to settle down in one of the
districts with their former comrades, addihg to the ranks of -

the enrolled pensioner force, and saving the cost of iransport
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home. It ﬁould alsc do away with.thg necesiity of annually

sending out men to fill vacdﬁcies.created by deéth or infirmity.
Béginning in July-iBSL; a systematic withdrawal of

the fegular garrison in Cﬁnada vas comﬁenced ?ith the arrival

of the first draft of pensi;ners. To facilitate this matter

" and to assist in the initiallﬂettlement of the pensioners,

Major Pulloch was directed to proceed to the ;elected stations

so thaet the withdrawal of the troops might be regulated accord-

ing to the strength of the force to replace them.he This ap-

sears to have been_aécomplished with only minor problems having

bteen encountered.
’

As soon -as the first difficulties of settlement were
overcome, the systeﬁ of payment and superintendence of the
pensianers was to bhe assimilated to that which prevaiied in
the United Kingdom, therehy releasing the Comgissariat Depart;
ment of that duty:h3 .These changeg would hopefully facilitate

a reduction in the number of persons employed by that depart-

ment in Canada.

The enrolled pensioner force in Canada West showed

creditable progress in its first Year of operations. By the

fall of 1851, approximately 500 pensioners had volunteered
' Lk

their services, 117 of whom had come from the United Kingdom.
Benjamin Hawes of'the War Cffice reported shortly thereafter,
¢ .

iniJanuary 1852, that:

The number of Pensioners already organized and drilled in

)d

L1
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Caneda amount to ahout 350 hen, and by the next summer the
‘force will be .nearly 600, so that the withdrawal of a
Regiment wil] leave nearly as’ large an effec?ife Force in

the calony ‘as before, hesides causing a very cbnsiderable

. 45
savings.

Grey and War Offiée officials; thereforeh,had everf reascn té
be pleased with the scheme;’;avings in defence costs had been
achieved, reducticons in thg regular'garrison force were about
to take  place, and(the Pensioners were showing progress on the
reserves. -

This success was to be Sshort-lived. Aifhough the
project of settling the pensiéners on ‘the reserves at Amhersthurg
and Penetangﬁishene proceeded well enough, problems had arisen
at Toronfo and the other pl#nned pensioner settlements. It was
discovered, only after plans had heen finalized, that the
Ordnance Reserve at Toronto had been granted to the city as. a
place of recreation.h6 Offers had also been submitted by other
-i;aividuals and communities to lease or purchase some of the
best,pafts of the other reserves.hT Further, as a conseqﬁence

of the detachment of the Royal Canadian Rifles having heen

.relieved by the rensioners at Amherstburg, the Strength at the

" headquarters of the -corps at Niagara was greatly increased.

Because of this, no harrack accommodation could be found for
. . 48
the pensioners tc he formed there in 1852. The whole scheme

. . . L‘
appeared headed for an administrative morass. 9
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For the enrolled pensioner scheme tc succeed in
Canada West, it was crucial that the men and their families

be settled on the Ordnanceﬂﬁeserves‘near'the towns where their
" -

services were requfred. To achieve this end, organizers of

the pian would have to work closely and in harmony with the
, ] . »
Ordnance Department. This, unfortunately, failed to happen. .

It should be remembered that the mllltary reserves

in Canada were the property of the Ordnance Department an in-
¢

dependent department of state within the Imperial Governmént.
These lands were heldlby that department with a view towards
wo;ks of defence deemed necessary for ;he sgcurity of the col-
ony. Ordnance’éfficials,.however, had no desire ‘to see their
authority unde:mined by the activi@ies of. Tﬁ;loch. When of-
ficers of thgt déﬁartment realized the scépéfof the pensioner
scheme, they made their objections known,'aré;ing most stren-
uously against giving over the reserves to the pensioqersg
and deing their bes? to 'delay the further implememtation éf
the plan.
| . The reserve at Toronto, which wa; likely to have
been the most valuahle for the settlement of pensioners, wa;
unavailable for settlement. Ordnance off1c1als in Canada had

leased a portion of the reserv%/ﬁo the corporatlon for a period

of 999 years.sq There were, however, ways around the problem.

-

The corporation of Tcronto had failed to make improvements to

this property, ang having failed to do so, the Ordnance was at

¥
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liberty to terminate the leaseuSl Grey, as Colonial Secretary,
therefore, gave notice to. the Ordnance to resume this grant

immediately in order that the land- might be apprepriated to

the pensioners. As weil, Mo part of the Ordnance Reserves or
buildings at Niagara, Amherstburg, or Fort Erie were to be sold

s

or leased. . The Ordnance, a department junior to the Colonial
Gffice, had to agree, but did so reluctantly.53 However, the

background of animosity was now in. the process of being estab-
lished, against which several.critical decisions would be made,

including one that would have & profound impact on the course

of the scheme.

In the minds of the Qrdnance authorities, dhy further
application of the reserves as sites for pensioner settlements
would only

perpetuate for an iIndefinitle time the unprofitable and to
the neighbouring Country unsightly and Lnjurlous eonditicn
of these Lands upon anticipation only of their future oc-
cupation by Pens;oners, ar in other words the Stewardship

Sh

of the Ordnance would be at an end . . .
The Treasuﬁ?“supported the Ordnance, cgﬁplaining that they had
not bheen informed of the true extent of the plan, and implying
that the Colonial and War Offices had proceeded without Treasury

55

epproval.
.. It was suggested by these departments that instead
of 'giving up the reserves to pensioner settlements, all those

not immediately needed for defence warks should he sold. Since
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the Toronto reserve Wwas particﬁlarly valuahle, it should he
sold at once. Thirty-four acres of-this laﬁd, valued at £8,055,
hag already been appropriated by the Toronto and Lake Hurcon
Railway Company. Héving ascertained which lands might be prof-
itably sold, the Ordnance:would 'maturely’ consider aay propo;gl
which Grey or the Wer Office might think proper to meke with
regard to the location of military pensioners on any portion
of the reﬁaining reserves.

Although parts of the Toronto reserve were uqdeniably_
of more value when used other than as pensioner settlements, it

was noted that the pensioners "would be seriously discouraged

" if they found that they were only to have benefit of Grants

vhere the ground was not sufficiently valuable to attract the
wishes of others."ST Many'of the Canadian .pensioners, Tulloch
reported, had "made arréngements to, give ué their Farms in the
Woods, for the purpose of living comfortably on the Reserves."58

There was & very real fear that these men, being armed, might

59

[

turn to, violence if their claims were not met.
Toronto was a disappointment. As the largest of the.
proposed pensioner settlements, the confroversg over the transfer
of these lands had seriously affected the totai scheme iIn a
negative manner. As well, Tullech and the War Qffice had bhecomne
deeply seusitive to and irritated by what they considered unfair,

unjustied criticisms abaut the scheme. There were more to come.

[
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The Treasury; now fully alerted by the Ordnance lands
question, leunched an attéck upon the enrolled pensioner scheme.60
In Novemher 1852, the Tfeasury's permanent secretary, Charlés
Trevelyan, qute a scathiﬁg eritigque on the concept.6l Basing
his attack on the experiencé3of the commuted pensioners of the
eaerly 1830s, Trevelyan stated such men could never make effective
settlers; let alone provide any kind of substantial.defencé

force. In his view, the enrolled pensioner scheme in Canads

was "certain to end inm discreditable failure after the lapse of
62

.

a few years."

" In reply to Trevelyan's attack, Benjamin Eawes of the

War Office issued & long memorandum, refuting every point, and
Y )

listing the plan's many successes. 3 Unless the Treasury could

suggest a substitute, Hawes did

noct feel disposed to withdraw his support frog a measure ¢
which tend[edj; at a very trifling expense, to secure the
services of these o0ld Soldiers, at a-time when so eéonom—
ical an addition to the Military resources of the Colonies

[was] so much to be desired.
’

Arrangemedts, as originally proposed by Earl Grey for the settle-
ment of the Ordnance Reserves in Canada, should, therefore, be *

carried intoc effect without further delay, and the necessary

.

instructions should be giwen to the Ordnance Departmizy/accord—

ingly.GS

The land problem had created an impasse between the '

War Office on the one hand, and the Treasury and Ordnance on .

-
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the other. The Cclonial Office was caught awkwardly in the
middle. Grey's successors at the Colonial Office, first John
Pakenham from February 1852 and then the Duke of Newcastle '

after December 1852, were not personally enthuSLastlc ahout

—— .

the pensroner\scheme. It was therefore left tc the War Office

to continue the battle alone.
13

Disregarding the administrative problems, the Imperial
Government derived most of the expected henefits from the en-

rglled pensioners. In the space of little more than a year

frdm the time of the pensioners' .introduction in 1851, it was

)
able to permanently Fithdraw the regular garrisons of Amherstburg

and Penetanguishene, and by doing this, to reduce the Royal

. : R 66
Canadian Rifle Regiment from ten teo sIiX companies. In addition
to this, the effective strength of all ranks in Canada was re-—

duced from 6,106 to 4,960 men, and eight minor stations were

a.be.ndoned.6T

These reductions had resulted in the substitution of
a Lleutenant -General for a Commander of the Forces in Canada, °

and the elimination of one Malor-General, one Alde de~-camp, oOne

. Adjutant-General, one Assistant Adjutant-General, one Deputy

J

Assistant.Adjutant—General, one Deputy Assistant Quartermaster—
L. ’ N £8

General, one Commandant, four Clerks, and their consequent costs.

With this diminuetion in the number of regular troops

and their staff establishment, a more concentrated arrangement

of the remaining force in the colony had taken place. The



Canadian_Government, generally uninteresteed in military matters, —"
accepted these'reductions in force hecause they involved no

additional charges on iﬁ. Although it would be difficult to

séate with any sort of authofity'that these reductions had beeh

made possible chiefly because of the enrolled pensigpners, the

-

-~
fact that Imperial defetrice expenditures were reduced, while

Britain was still able to claim she was providing the colony
with,militdry,p}otection must bhe noted.

In an effort to keep the military skills of pen-

vas ftaken
'By the
‘June 1853 drill, the enrolled §ensip£er force organized and
ermed in. Canada West consisted of 641 .men of an authorized
establishment of 855. There were then, 119 men at Amherstburg,
62 aé Penetanguishene, YE}at'Niagara, 159 at London, and 230'
men at Toronto, as well_as the requisite staff officers.69
War Office officiels believéd that "had the system now pufsued‘
been adopted ten or twelve years ggo, the whole of Capada West
might now'have been independent ?f‘regular troops."TO

In the spring of 1854, an opportunlty was présénted
te the Fort Garry pensioners ﬁo enroll iq the pensioner force
of Canada West. .The settlement at.Fort éarry had not been a-

success. Floods had destroyed much. of the pensicners' agricul- i

tural work, and land problems., similar to those being encountered

»‘ . - - " -L—-'--
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in'Canpda West, had been experiencequl Sevéral of the men at

Fort Garry had exprgssed a desire.tozleave that station, and
because thelr services were not t¢: be continued beyond the
coming year, a number, ;of exceeding twenty, were to he pergitted
to proceed with their families to Canada at their own expense.
Those stations to which thg pensioners might be trensferred
were Amherstburg, Penetanguishene, London, Toronto, and Bytown.T2
' This group of pensioners, as well as others who were
to be enrolled at Bytown and Fort Erie in lBSh,T3 would be
seriously affected if the number of pensioner stations was
limited, as was the wish of Ordngnce end Treasury officisls. ,-
In 18$h, Provincial authorities ih Cana&a were added .to this//
group opposed to the further expansion of the enrolled .pensioner
schemé.
With the'with&rawal of most'of the regular troopé
from Caﬂa¢a West, the }?gvinciél‘authorities had begun casting
covetous eyes on‘tﬁe Ordngnce-lands. Encouraged by offers from
the Imperi;l Government to gfve over the considerable areas of

e

the Ordnance Reserves surrounding stations no longer,occupied,

on the general condition of the colony providing for the defences, °

the Canadian Government decided to undertake the small expenditure
involved in the task of upkeep. When the terms of transfer were

being discussed in the spring of 1854, pensioner lands were in-

Yy

A

cluded in the general transfer agreement.
: > y
‘| -
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With the éxception of the-Ordnance Reserves at Qﬁebec,
Kingston,.and.MontnLal, the lands and property of the Ordnance
Department were to be transferred to the Province, subject to
meeting the claims of the pénsioners to these lands. While
the pensioners at Amherstﬁurg, Penetanguishene, and Fort Erie
were 'not to be disturbed',Th the reserves at Toronto, London,
Bytown; and Niagara veré to ke taken over by the Province. As
compensation for their claims to these latter reserves, the
men there were %o receive payments to consist of £h‘annuaily
from the date of thein enrolment:T5

War Office and pensioner officials, weary of the long

battle, had decided finally to accept mone%ary compensation in

. - - .

lieu of these lands. If the Canadians were slow in initiating
. : 6 .

this compensation, Lieutenant-Colonel TullochT' was to begin

paymeﬁts, en estimate of £3,500 having heen submitted to
7 ;

Parliament to cover the possibility. ' Hcwever, this precaution

was not necessary, the authorities in the province beginning

/78

payments almost immediately. The payment of this life annuity

was to continue in the event the services of the men of the

79

enrolled force were dispensed with. Tulloch felt this arrange-.

ment would "prove satisfaétory to the Pensioners and highly
advantageous to the Imperial as well as to the Canadied Govern-

ment.A"80

N .
A
Interdepartmental disputes had effectively ended the

settlement of pensignefs in Canada West. Although the pénsioneps

~ -
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had fulfilled their obligations and were ready to*turn cut for

.

duty in case of civil or military ‘emergencies, only those at

Amhersthurgg Penetanguishene, and Fort Erie received their

promiaed-ugnds. At Toronto, Niagara,  Lendon, and Byt;g%, al-

. 4 8
though they were provided with free housing In barracks, the

pensioners and their families reﬁainedrlandless because of
oypositio;\hy tng municipalities, the Ordnance, and the Tr;aSury,
to the whole project. Tnstead of locatiﬁg the pensioners on
smali‘plots ofhground, the Ordnence land which woﬁld have been
devoted to this purpose was sold aﬂd formed a’fund out ofbﬁhich
annual payments were made to the ﬁen. Although the plan would
remain in operation until 1858, the pensioner scheme was carried
no further, no more pensioners were sent out, and the system

. Al 3
was conaidered to be virtually abandoned.

'
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CHAPTER III

,

THE PROVINCIAL USE OF THE ENROLLED
.

PENSIONERS; CIVIL AND MILITARY

-

The chief aim in sgftling the enrolled,pensioners

14

-~ pn the Ordnance Reserves of Canada West had been the enrolment
,of_that force of veterans as a substitute for the regular

e . ' i
J ;E{rison forces of the colcny. Despite the fact few of the {

pensicners Qctually received their grants, the Imperial Goverg—
ment reglizgd the antifiipated savings in defence costs through’
the suﬁsti utien. pensive regulars wegg removed from the
colony, and in their place ﬁensioners were enfolled, reﬁd¥‘to

! . “ . I
be called out for duty in case of civil or military emergéﬁcy.
b}

By supplying enrolled pensioners, Britain was still able £6
claim that she was providing Canada with some measure of de-

fence. The enrolled pensioners, therefore, served as an im- -

[} L

portant element in colonial defence plans.
: e
Along with the Imperial use of the enrolled pensipners,
. >

tnis force of veterans alsc figured prominently in the schgmes

I

" of the colony. During the time the British regulars

"tioned in Caﬂada,‘the local government had made use of them to

"help it w th police work. With these soldiers of the line be-

inning tc leave, it turned to the enrolled pensioners and made

w

good use of them on numerous occasions.

45 _1 ' /fk
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In August of 1851, the Canadian Legis?ature entered

»
-

into discussions to.secure the services of the 0lled pen-
sicners as a local.po;igé. As the pensioners had beeﬁ sent
cut by the Imperial~ Government, the Province had the opportu-
nify'?o availl itsélf of their ;ervices ;t little cost.

References were made during this diseussion to.prove
that the @orcé proposed was needed. It had proven impossible

-

to depend upon the services of the local constabulary force. -
In fact, disturbances owed much of their shccess to the iﬁef-
ficieney of the prévailing machinery of public order, so that
the result of every outbregg of disorder had been to immediately .
make demands'upon the military to aid the civil power. With
the withdrawal of the line regiments, this optidn would no
longer_be available. As Attorney General Baldwin stated so

succinetly:

It was necessary to do more than put down a disturbance,
it was necessary to show the riotously disposed that you
are prepared to put down all future attempts at disturb-

ance.’
The Goéernment felt the pensiocners offered the cheapest and
most effective means of realizing this end. However, when a
bill to authorize the employﬁept-of 500 military pensioners
as a local pol;ce was preséntgd to the Legislative Assembly;
it met an extremely vocal opposition which wes against the

raising and use of a force of this kind.



While_the 0ld question of the effectiveness and T
sultability 5f the pensicners aé & class was raised, the op-
position, in general, fglt that the introducticn cof aﬁy‘cr—
ganized police force would lead as A matéer of course to the
introduction of a standing army, and such a plan belonged to
the Imperial Gevernment, rather than the government of a
dependency. Ig the view of this opposition, the pensioneri

bill was

deemed a most dangerous infringement of the ‘position which
Caﬁada, as & colony should occupy toEards the Imperial
Government. It was the heginning of a system which would
end in meking the Province to bear the wheole of the mili-

tary ex;:enses.2

fear, accordingly, ekisted that once begun i% would impose
very héa&y expenses and proporticnate taxation upon the Prov-
ince. |

Reassurances that no such actions were contemplated
or possiblé were made by the Gove}nment. It was not proposed
to employ any peunsioners as a ﬁermanent police force, but only
to take advantage of them if required. While the expense of
the force would be some £2{200 a year, the Province would bte
put to no expense in regard ;q it unless there was occasion
to call for its service.3 ﬁilliam Lyon Mackenzie, however,

“

detested the idea of a force of the kind. He had had some
experience in mobbing, -but would run the risk of it rather

then set up a . . . force of this kind.

If any force was needed, the organization of voluntary companies

:



of militias was preferred.

After a rather lingthly and heated debate,‘in which
many of the'recént riots were enumerated, the bill was passed
by a 35 {o 14 vote. The ActS was éo continue in forece for five
Years from the passing, and from then to the end of the next
session of parliament.

Under the terms of thi; act,ATulloch, as the officer
in command of the earclled pensioners in Can#da, becamé, ex
offico, a Justice of the Peace for every part of the province,
while the staff officers were to sefve as justices of the peace
fg} the locality of their command. However, to ease thelfears
.of ﬁhose who felt these officers "without any Provincial control
mightbshoot down the-citizens at their own will",6 no such
offiéer would have any power to act as a Justice of ﬁhe Peace
when called out or acting with pensioners in aid of the civil
powers.

" The enlisted members of the pensioner force were to
benefit materially from tha act. _Aé well as the two shillings
per day fhey were to he paid whea .o actusal éuty, the‘enrolled
pensioners were e&eh to receive a free grant of fifty acres of
public land after five years service, on condition of actual
settlement. The pensioners were also entitled to all the priv-
ileges and exemptions of those of Hér Majesty's Army on actual
service or full pay after volﬁnteeri;g for this service.

It should be noted, that while authorizing-the enlist-

ment of up to 500 of the enrolled pensioners as a local pelice
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forcé, the act was of-a rather limited mature. Limitations
were placed on the pensioners’ range of operations because Bf
:»the Impe;ial terms of enrolment, under which the pensioners
i were.not required to serve oufside their district.9 With
stations at Pénetanguishene, Amherstburg, Londen, Niagara, aqd
Toronto, much of the province was left without protection.
This wOﬁld later be corrected somewhat with the enroliing of
a force in.thg-§fescott-Bytown District by the Imperial author-

. 'L“
ities, but all of Canada East remained without the services of

the pensioners. , T,

Their services had also been made unavailable,_except
by their own consent, for less than four days &t any one time,
as a means of precluding unnecessary call-outs. While many
disturbances did not warrant action.of.this duration, it nad
been éroven that the mere appearance of an armed, disciplined
body. of men under orders had in maﬁy cases been in it;elf enough
to overcome & crowd and cause it to disperse. This option, how-
ever, was not available to the Province.

Finally, it was noted specifically within the act that
the service of the pensioners as a locel policehforce was notf
to conflict with anyuduty when "required in any other capacity
by the Imperial or Military Authorities"Jlo The pensioners re-
mained first end foremost an Imperigl force.

Having passed-the act in August 1851, it was not

until 13 August 1853 that the Governor-General issued his war-

rant in pursuance to the enrolment act to the mayors of Toronto,

L 4
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London, and Niagara; as well as the wardens of the United
) .Counties of Essex and Lambton, and the County of Simcoe,

N authorizing them respectively in certain cases where the
~ .

public peace may be endangered, to call out the whole or

such parts of the Enrolled Military . .Pensioners- as they-

: . . - 11
may consider necessary, in aid of the Civil Powers.
Prior %o this a number of requests had been issued

for the services of the enrolled.pensioners. ‘Earlier in that —p

- .
summer Montreal had urgently requested the service of pensioners

for riot control duty.12 Pensioners were called to police the

'lawless men' engaged in the constructiond&f the Grand Trunk

. Reilway line & the vieinity of London. 3 Toronto had asked .

: L
for the pensioners to prevent public disturbances in July 1853.l

As & means of explanation for these numerous requests, Tulloch

later reported:

A

It is supposed at home that the Pensioners take charge of
the Barracks in their Districts and thus allow the Regular
Troopé of the Line to‘mafgh to where their services may be
required to put down Riots thoﬁgh in this Country it has
genérally been the reverse the Regular Troops heve remained

in barracks & left the Pensioners to do the dufy of putting
15 -

.

- down Riots.
In October of 1853, Tulloch answered yet another
urgent request from Montreel and marched 200 pensioners there
in short order. This action, one of the first in which pen-
éioners took part, is deserving of a detailed deseription;

After discussion 12 September, an Order in Council

v a—————
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‘was approved 1l September 1853 for the raising of 200 pensicners
under fthe provisions of the enrolment act. 'Imnmediate measures'

were to

be edopted for the organization of a Police Force to be
stationed there, [Mont:eal] at least during the Session of
the Court and to’bonsis; ¢f 200 Pensioners under ‘the Commend
of some Officer of experience and energy appocinted by and.

responsible to the Provincial Government.l
For this duty, B. C. A. Gugy and W. Ermatinger were appointed,

respectively, as Inspector and Superintendent of Police for the

Montreal District. Colonel Gugy was also to serve af Superin-

tendent of the Pensioners for the district.lT Tulloch was re-

quested to select two hundred of the mo§t efficient @ensionefs
from those who had enrolled themselves as a locel poiice force,
and to have them in readine;s-to proceed to Montreal at the

apﬁroach of the neﬁt Criminal term. P;ovincial measures would

be adopted for the conveyance to Montreal of the men and for
. . L . 18
their lodging in the city.

Tulloch, however, had to inform the authorities 12-
2

-

September that:

In Cenada Bast no Pension Districts havé yet been formed,
consequently the Services of the Pensioners in Canada West
can only <be obtained by accepting of those whoe Volunteer

to leave this for duty at Montreal.®? ) ;

It should be remembered that as paft of the terms of enrolment,
the pensioners were not required to serve outside their district.

Qevertheless, their services were obtained,i?hd Tufipch, on 5

. | ~
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+October, ordered 120 pénsioners from Toronto, 20 from Niagara,

and 60 ffbm'Amherstburg to proceed to Montreal. All arrived
there by the required time.eo

After one month in the city, the pensioners were
allowed to return to their homes, no serious disturbance having
taken place. Reporting on the incident, Tulloch stated: "No

serious disturbance, as anticipated, took place, which may be

.

attributable to the Judicious arrangements made to prevént it."21

He further noted that: "With very few exceptions I have had

every reason to-be satisfied with the conduct of the men whilst

employed here."22

I

The government and officers involved also noted their
satisfaction with the pensioners. R. Bruce, Secretary to the
ﬂﬁ;ernor-General, expressed the Governor's

approval of the orderly conduct of the Pensioners during
their stay in Montreal, and of the highly efficient and
creditable manner in which the Force haa_discharged the
duties .which have devolved upon them whilst employed for

the first time as a 8ivil Police.23

Colonel Gugy acknowledged Tulloch's "cordial and effectual co-

24
operation™. With regard to the pensioners' themselves, he .
b .

stated:
I have formed a very high estimate of their effiéiency as
a Police Force. Uniformly temperate and orderly in their
habits, supplying by zeal, intelligencecand docility their )
want of Experience in the peculiar functions so newly as-

signed to them. They appear to be qualifiéd for the

-

A
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performance of the most difficult and delicate duties of
Civil life; nor, should they continue to be so employed, ’
can they fail ‘to attain therein distinctions as marked as

those which they have acquired by their Military Virtues.25
The cost to the local government for the expenses connected

with the employment of the ﬁensioners on this occasion was re- .
26 ' ™.
ported -by Tulloch to be upwards of £1,500. ‘

Officials. in Britain had been quick to note the spxiﬁég/

to the British tax-payer. BenJamin Hawes of the War Office re-

ported with satisfaction that

the numerous instances which have of late occurred of the

N

employment of the Pensioners in aid of the Civil Power in
Canada and elsewhere, and the satisfactory manner in that
duty has been performed without expense to 'the Imperial .
deernment, is sufficient to shew [sic] how useful that

Force is and how its utility is becoming a.pprecia.ted.2T

Hawes, accordingly, believed that the requisitions for the ser-
vices of the pensioners wo;ld become more frequent, now that a
large proportion of tpa‘trooPS had been withdrawn.28 In fa.ct,4
the enfolled pensiéners haed rendered such valuable-service that
Canad; had asked the authoritieé in London for more of them.

At this Juncture, however, thé interdepartmental dis-
putes which had arisen over éhe Ordnance Reserves effectively
finished further eip&nsion of the enrodled pensioner scheme.

As previously related, Sir Charles Trevelyan, permanen% under-
secretary for the Treasury, had written & scathing critique in -

— -

Novembef{ 852 on the whole concept and costs of the pensioner

} e et

I
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settlements and the use of fhe pensioners as a defensive force.
The Treasury's viewpoint on the present subject, therefore, was
predictablé. As the employment of this increased force‘was now
required exclusively for Provincial purposes, the Treasury

believed,

thaet the whole expense connected with this Body of Pensioners,
'including thFir Passage and other preliminary charges should
be defrayed- from local sources, and. that there should be a
clear understanding to that effect with the Provincial Gov=-
ernment before any steps are taken for raising this increased

2
Force. 9
As & result, the position ultimately taken was "that no more

should be sent out, and' that the system should be considered to

n30.

be virtually abandoned. Although no more pensioners were

to be sent from the United Kingdom, it would appear that a number

of troops reduced in the colony were enrolled to raise the com-

——

panies to their proper establishment and to maintain that strength
without thg expense of sending pensioners.

Despite the fact no further expansion of the eﬁrolled
pensioner scheme took place, the Britishhgovernment continued
with its reduction of the regular garrison of the province.
With the withdrawal of the line regiments from Canade West, the
‘garrison of the province consisted, with the enrolled pensioners”
(750), of a force of #,110 bayonets. British officials felt,

", . . the amount of. force . . . is larger than the prosperous

and tranguil state of Canadavdemands‘. .. ."32 It was their
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opinion thet the charge of occupying any place for purposes

unconnected with the defenee of main fortresses and the 4,

preservation of important works, should be defrayed by the
Provincial Government.33

In fact, officials in Britain stated: "Our chief object in
keeping any tfoops still among them is ;h; organigation of
their local forces."3h The Royal Canadian %ifles and the en-
rolled pensioners would serve, however, as useful occupation
forces for the numerous petty outposts, ﬁhich had been he;d
by the regulér troops at a large.expenditure to the Brifish
Government and which for varicus reasons. it was deemed incon-
venient to abandon. ' This was seen, nevert@eregs; as "a fit-

ting occasion for moving the Provincial Government to consider

the expediency of reorganizing the Militia upon a basis of

efficiency. w35

The Crimean War helped to bring about & further wid-
ening of colonial military responsibilities. Tﬁe approach of
the war, hostilities seeming probable for the better part of
a year, had led Britain to accelerate the reduction of troops
in C&n&dé. It had been decided prior to the actﬁal inva;ion
té remqvé three more regiments of infant:y and three companies
of:;rtiilerf. The war sﬁw thei; immediate reﬁoval w;én an
ex}editionary fo&ce was sent to the Crimea, so that by the end
.of fiscal year 1854-55, there remained only 1,887 Imperial

tfoops in the Canadas. In addition.to the Royal Canadian Rifles

at Kingston, with two companies detached to Montreal, the

e e
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remainiﬂg force then consisted only of one regiment of the line
‘and ﬁwo companie; of artillery stationed at Quebec.36

In these circumstances some substitute to the regulars
ﬁi@ neces;gry, both as a military force and as & supporting beody .

to the civil powers. As cofficials pointed out:*

. . . it cannot be said that there is any-recognized system
of military defence .now applicable to Canada. All that can
be said is that there are several military posts which are

more or ;less susceptible of being defended according to

37

circums%ances.
Wiih the regular forces fhus being withdraﬁn, the
pensioners were directed to be employed ;n ﬁermanent duty, to
occupy the military stations from which the troops had recentiy
been withdrawn. Authority for'such action was found in the
Enrollment Act of 1843, which declared that whenever any of the
regular forces Qére,regoved from any fort, fOWn or garrison
within the United Kingdom, it was lawful to direct tha@-the'

- - -8
pensioners be kept on duty and pay.3 This had been extended

to the colonies in 18h7.39

During a period of difficulty in
. o [
the Australian colonies, two companies of pensionerk, amounting
to 140 men, had been raised and placed on permanent pay at the
expense of the local government in Victoria.

Governor-General Edmund Walker Head later rewported
that he felt the employment of the pensioners on 'permanent
duty' to be "consistent with the existing number of men and

with the principle now governing the general arrangement of

u,

C i amariet
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H. M. Forces in this Provincew"hl In order tc prevent any

question arising in regard to the. legal constitution of the

force about tc be raised in Canada, however, it’was recommended
by'the Waf Office that a warrant be transmitted to Cagada with-
out delay, outiining the arrangemnents under whiph the pensioners
had heen placed on perm&nent duty at the éxpense of the colo'ny.h2
‘Though bnly 150 men we&e required, there was a proﬁgpility of

the force heing extended ultimately to 200 men ana therefore-
‘the proposed warrant included the 1a;¥2} number.h3 Thf; warrant
would, according to the termsiéf the Acts, have to.be renewed
every six months, but as the arrangement was likely to prove
permanent, the Secretary at War proposed, before the warrant
ﬁexpired, toc introduce an amended act which wouid obviate jhei

b : , 4

necessity for such renewals.

In September 1854, 150 pensioners were placed on

. /—‘_—“\ .
"permanent military duty'. Tulloch had previously inspected
those who had volunteered their services  from among those

~
stationed at Niagara, London, Toronto, Byto?q{\Amhe Hhurg,
and Penetanguishene. This inspectién iead'Tull::;/::conlﬁdg
that 200 gégd, stéady men, whose ages would average b4l years,
could ﬁe oﬁtained for garrisqn duty. Tulloch, therefore,
;ugéested. o
that 200 men, instead of 150; be employed, as by doing so
" a sufficient force wil{ be raised to'give a 'daily guard'

for theé protection of fhe Barracks and Military Store in

Canada West and performing the Garrison Duties usually

(S
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required from Detachments.at the stations . . . .
The,Province, ne%eftheless; de;ided that 150 men would be suf-
ficiént. These men wWwere distributed so that there were 54 at
Toronto, 24 at Niagara; 35 at London, 25 at Bytown, apd 12 at
Prescott. The men &t Prescott had been,de@aohed from' the

force at Bytown. No pensiomers were placed on- "permanent duty'

' : 46 -

at Amherstbu}g_or“Penetanguishene et this time.

Tulloéh was well pleased with the performamce of his

men. ®In o report dated 18 November 1854, he stafed: N

‘They are all men who from their years, strength and steady
habits are well fitted to perform Garrison duty, and I
have every reason te be satisfied 'with their good conduct

sﬁﬁqs_f?ey entered Barracks. I may add that out of 150

i
on duty T have only one man)reported sick. T ‘

u

S
Tulloch, anxious to know if the Lieutenant-GeQFTal Commanding

had any orders to give relative to the employment of these #

men, found, however, that the general had net yet been Lnformed

by the Provincia%\goVernment of any such force having been’
7 48

raised! ‘This oversight was soon cgrredted. "

Along with ug;n{aining e guard at various of the i

.

vacated stations, the permanent duty! pensioners were "called

on to perform.a sort of Military duty in attendance on the

Governor General, by affording Guaﬁds;of Honor on the ordinery ~
. - A

9

lying the usual sentries &c &c." -

public cccasions and by Ssup:
Al

\:} with th[é

)
‘ he reguléi:éroops from Canada
L

‘the protection.of the vicated ~

o
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stations, Tulloch received the services of twoégﬁbalterns from

.line regiments in Canada East:, These subélterngi)zpile employed

with the pensioners, were isBued, in addition to their daily

. ’ ?
pay, an allowance af five shillings & day from the Provincial

Government. The subalterns were employed when and where staff
officers of pensioners were not available. Tulloch in requesting

v .
the services of these subalterns noted the great freguency of
the pensioners being called outand of the ‘staff officers being

detained for ,considerable time making payments at the cut- .’
50

stations.

. , ) - .
\\T The pensioners, fhemselves, Were to provide their

own supplies in the markets out Qf their pay of two shillinés

- ok ‘\u,&mday. However, in the event ~of some difficulty arising be- *
=)

N

cause of this, their officer was instructed to contract for

what was required.Sl This latter point ‘did not prove necessary.
Tulloch had earlier reported that "the pay of the Local Govern-
ment is generally so_liberal, that I will find sufficient vol-

unteers for the duty. In fact, the inducements offered were

such that upf&rds.of forty pensioners had Jjoined from England'

at their own expense and been found fit for enrolment.53

The possibility of using the pensioners as recruiting

agents. for the army in the Crimea Wwas proposed at this time,.

Tulloch felt he "could by means 0f the Pensioners in America

. _ L
raise a Battalion of Young Men for Service in Turkey."s By

-

using pensioners, he felt the risk of desertion, which would

-
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5

probatdy take place ‘to A 'coﬁsiderable‘extent' if soldiers wer?
employed away from.theif regiments could be avoided, for pen-
_sioners faced with the loss .of pen51on and allotment of land
' would be less llkely to desert than the reguldr soldier. As
well, the expense of erployipg recruiting parties would be
avoided through the  use of‘pensioners; This proposal does not,
;ppear, hohever,.po.havé been acted upon;

Tulloch, 1in 1857, again advanced his proposal of
using the pensioners as récruiting agents for the army. ' He

offered the .

6ﬁinion that if the Staff Officers of Pensioners in this
country received the required instructions to recruit in
Canada for the different Regiments of the Line, = number
of eligible recruits could be obtained from amongst the

Scens of the Pensioners, as also from Emmigrants and men

who have already served in +the Army;SS
He suggested granting a reward of £2, a sum felt to be suffi- .
cient inducement without any other 'pay, to the pensioner for
each recruit found fit and embarked for England. The different
staff officers would draw from the Commissariat the money re=
quired for the recruiting, attaching an account to the quarterlf
pension payments sent to him to be audited. .Tu110ch considered
"a Canadian Regiment of a superior .Class of Recruits could be
o‘ota.ined"56 in this manner. Along with his Job of éuperintend—

ent of Pensioners in Canada, Tulloch envisioned himself es

Acting Inspecting Field Officer, if approval was granted to his
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3

scheme of encduraging recruitment in Canada.ST Again, however,

Tulloch's proposal would appear to have been rejected.

When, In 1856,, hostilities appeared possible with

the Urnited States because of earlier British attempts at ob-
taining recruits in that country for the Criméa, the Brovince

was fortunate to have the military services of the enrclled

[ORPEPS

pensioners. To bolster the defence of the Western District

at this time

0 .
» & small force of pens?;ggrs was placed on. "per-

manent duty' at Fort Malden. Later,r small groups of pensioners

were despatched to Sault Ste. Marie and-Isle—aux-.-Noix.58 The

'permenent duty' pensioners, as the only ready means of defence

e n— Ty — i #

west of Kingston, were Can;da West's first .line of defence
against‘sudden attack. ; . !
With neerly all thé reguler trobps removed from the
province, Coloqel de Rottenburg, Adjutant CGeneral of Militidf
had reported in January 1856, "that there can be no-question
regarding the importanée of the Pensioner Force generally as a
valuable auxiliary to the defence of the P;ovince."sg He felt,
"800 trained soldiers, armed and accoutred as these Pensioners

e

are must be valuable in *ruvince with a frontier little short

of 1200 miles in extent."so While it would appear very doubtful

whether the presence of these men would be equivalent to that of
a regular military force, they would have provided effectual aid

} . -
in an emergency.. The British garrison had been kept in Canada ;

as much to encourage the loyal and rally the waverers as for
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military objectives. A minority of disciplined soldiers, such

as the pensioners, would have provided'&'vital-stiffening to

an otherwise unstable volunteer force.

Responsible for guarding the posts from sudden attack
’ .

the 'permanent duty' pensicners' actual duties probably more

closely resembied those of custodians. The pensiénefs, howavef,
"would in some meéshre, have supplied the‘want:of regular troops”
until Canada was aﬁié to provide her own defence, .

By %856, the &nnuiéies te the pensiéners as compen-

sation for their land, as well as the pey bf the 'permanent duty'

force, were becoming a very considérabie charge upon the revenues

of the Province. In its aggregate‘fo:m~these charges amounted
to a sum approaching-£20,000.62 Against this i1t was anticipated
L) - >
63. o

that the Ordnance lands would be set off. Their speedy trans-

fer consequently became & matter‘of much»@még;tanbe to the Prov-
ince.

It was not, however, untii ﬁune 1856 that the com-
pletion of the transfer of the Ordnance Reserves was achieved.
With the exdeption of those lands aiready related! nearly all
the lands and buildings at the stations which had been held by
the Imperial troops were handed over to the Province. Situated
in forty-three different localities, the total area of ﬁhese
transferred lands was in the ﬁeighbourhood of 60,000 adres.

Despite efforts by Tulloch to the contrary, it was specifically

noted by the provincial authorities that the retention of the

K
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'permanent duty' force formed no part of the consideration for
the surrender of the rgserves.65' o

One of the early consequences of the Canadian actept-
ance of these lands had been the appointment of a cémmiséion,
consisting of Sir Allan McNab, Colonel Tache, Colonel de
Rottenburg, and Mejor Campbell, in Qctober 185k, to.%nvestigate
and report upon the hest means of reorganiziﬁé the Militia of
Canada into an efficient and economical system of public defence
and to report upoh an improved system of policé. | .
\ _Sﬂbmitting its report in February 1855, the commission
suggested comprehensive plans for the development of the local
forces of Ca;ada. Retaining.and improving the 0ld Sedentary
Militie with its besis of universal compulsory service, the

commission urged the formation of a new aand separate force of

aﬁk{afimately 4,000 Volunteers; a small, partially-trained force;

immediately available, cepable of dealing with sudden ninor

66 .
emergencies. Tn this way a comparatively large force might
be kept up- for a cost approximating that of the 150 pensioners. -

A bill embodying the,report's recommendations was passed in that

: 67 :
year. ) .o

The commission's report had been criticel of the pen-
sioners. Although certain of the Canadian presses questioned

-

the need or desirebility of re=aining.th®-pensioneérs' serviceés,
many of whom they felt had "already passed, for the most part,

3 68 .
the period alloted to human life", real physical strength was

Lk



not the issue. ’Unag}e to avoid making apbropriatiogs for de-
Y .
fence, the colony preferred to expend them, not on the 'tempo-

rary rent' of pensioners, who were subjlect to :sthe orders of

the Imperial Government and its officers in. Canada, but rather
on orgenizing local forces over which its control would be

complete. With the organization of a Canedian volunteer force

.

the commissioners saw no necessity for the continuance .of the
pensioner force in Canada. They, therefore, recommended that
once the volunteer force was established and in operation, the

'permanent duty' pensioner force- no longer be kept up.by the

69

Provincial Government. At that time de Rottenburg felt, "A

-

portion of the Pensioner force may perhaps be hereafter advan-
tageously employed as Police."TO
The pensioner force was, nevertheless, considered
essential for the o@cupapi;n of posts‘for which there were no
regular troops ava;lable and at which the volunteer force was
not yet suffiéiéntly advanced in drill or had‘not‘received
arms to render their services'effiqient. To meet this duty,
expenses totalling £8,000 were budgeted by the Legislative
Aésgmhly for the services of 150 of the enrolled pensioners on’

permanent duty in Canada West for 1§56. Compensation to pen-

sioners in lieu of land totalled £2,433.6.8 for the year.7l

By comparison,'mi;itia appropriations in 1856 amounted to £25’l%5t

‘of which £10,000 was for the purchase of arms and ammunition. ..

. The regular military establishment in the Province of Canada

Ter,
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cost the mother ccuntry £280,312, in that same yes.r.73

Although the pensioners were to serve only in the
interim, until the organization of the Cenadian Volunteer Force
was completed, they were to have a eontinuing military role
in the training of the new force. The commission had recom- ¢
mended that an allowance of Ts. 6d; a|day be granted to the
pensionér or other competent person appo;pted to drill the

T4

troops or companies of the Volunteer Militia. Others, how-

efer, did play more active roles, holding commissions 1n the
militia.TS
Desﬁite the commission's recommendations, Tulloch

continued, as late as QOctober 1857, to press that if it was

desirable to form a Battalion of six Companies of 80 Men,
R .

each, at the present rate of pay under the Act 16 & 17

Vict. Cap. 95, [sic] there whuld be no difficulty in doing

so from the Pensioner Force in this Country.
By this time thouéh, the conditions which had necessitated the
use of pensioners had passed. The war in the Criﬁea had ended
and it hed been decided to Aispatch five infantry regiments

and a reinforcement of artillery to Canada. Also, the organ-

~
’

ization of the new Canadian Volunteer Force was showing cred-~
‘itable progress.TT .-
.. Marcy of the pensioners first enrolled had.by‘now

attained the age at which it was yjno longer usual to employ thém

-. under arms. Numerous <asualties had now also oceurrad. While

. "\
these vacancies might have been filled by other pensioners drawn
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either frém the United Kingdoﬁ or by vglunteers from among
these in Canada, the Canadian Governmeﬁt bad declined offering
to them the same ennuity of four pounds or allotment of land
on one of the reserves as had been granted to the original
force, uishing rather to-take advantage.of the savings effec%éd
by the vacancies!?s 5"

Theréfore, after 1 April 1857, no vacancies arising

from death or permanent disability were to be filled in the
enrolled force. As an Iméeriaf force, the enrolled pensioner
force was to be allowed to deérease gradué;ly\until it beeame
inefficient in the respective ranks at which time authority
would be given from the War Office for its disbandment. It was
'to be optional on the part of the local government to keep up
the body of pensioners on permanent pay, but so long as these
pensionérs Were‘kepf up, all expenses attending their employ-
ment would have to be defrayed by the Profince.Tg Notice was
given a? this fime that should any of the staff officers of
pensioners have time to spare from their duties, no objections
would be made to their rendering.;ny assistance in the command

N ‘ .
or payment of the :permanent duty' pensioner force, but, as.the

force was now tc be entirely for local purpceses, no extra charge

. 80

against the Imperial CGovernment was to be admitted.
In the plan's final year, the Legislative Assembly

voted $17,600 in pay for the services of the enrolled pensioners

‘on permanent duty for 1858. Compensation in lieu of land, which
L4



. totalled $8,000 for .the year.

o

would continuge despite the termination of their services,

81

The 'permanent duty' pensioners, while serving as an

interim force, had been used by some members of the legislature
e

as a point to keep militia appropriations down. Jacques Olivier
Foley stated that while Canada "still had to pay for 'enrolled
pensioners' . . . we surely did not require an addition to the

militia."ag_ The member from Waterloo North, M. H. Bureau, had

a

been "disposed to affect as many reductions as possible . . .
S

83

[while forced] . . . to maintdin lazy pensioners on the state."
However, with the militia now considered sufficient.
for the defence of tthe country, Attorney General John A. Macdonéld

was able to report that the services of the 'permanent duty'

8Y4

pensioners as a Prgvinciﬁl force had ceased 30 June 1858.
The Royal Warrant by which the pensioners on bermadent pay had

8
been kept up was allowed to lapse, > Henceforward the pensioners

would not be chargeable to Canada.

The warrant which had authorized the emrolment of up
<

to one thousand pensionersm%asfanada in aid of the civil and

- ' 8
military powers was also canceélled. T Tulloch reported that he

1 B

ln
had, én T October 1858, "disbanded the Enrolled Pension Companies
' 88
"

as an Imperial Force . . . . At that time, Tulloch proposed

that a 'Discharge Certificate' should be given to each of the
)

men to show that they were nd longer liable to any military

89

duty. While they would no longer be enrolled as an Imperieal

/
!



68

&
-

force in Canada, their pensions, of course, would still be paid

by the Imperial authorities.
One of Tulloch's last duties as Superintendent of

Pensioners in Canéda'wag the completion of "a satisfactory

agreement betweenlthe’lmperial & Provincieal gov;rnments, as to

the lands claimed in Canaﬁa-by the Pensioners for their services."90

In those instances in which the pensioners received the promised

”allotment of land on the Ordnance Reserves, Tulloch was aythor-

ized to issue titles on the pensioners' d:i.sr:hzsi.rge.gl Tulloch

later reported that following the reduction of the 'permanent

-
duty'! force, the provincial authbrities held out inducements
to the pensioners to settle at Sault Ste. Marie, this presumaﬁly

being the locaticon iﬁ which the fifty acre free grants, as

allowed by :le enrolment act, were given.gz. Attorney Genersal
"
Macdornald had reported on the termination of the Provincial

LY
service of the pensicners that many were going to settle at

93

Sault Ste. Marie.

The formation of the 'permanent duty' pensioner force
—

marked in many respects a turning point in the history of

Canadiqg military organization. Reflected in the increased

expenditure of the force was an assumption by Canada of larger

military obligations, and a notable advance.towardé genuiné

self-defence. While costs remeined only about one-fifth that of

9k

a2 single regular battalion, the 'permanent duty' pensionefs

represented an important new departure for the Canadian provinces.

il
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Their r&le, as-catalyst'in the fo;mation-of the Canadian
Volunteer Force, has until this. time been overlooked. As well,
_th; Imperial Government had bhenefited from the plan for through
théTProvincial use of pensioﬁers,'the senior gove?nment haa
‘been able to withdgaw the regular garrison from Canada West
during the Crimean'War>without'abandoning its obligatEOn to
prdvide the colony with:military security. Admittedly, the
vensioners' efficiency could not be expected to be high, but

the force was capable of at least some degree of independent

action. The idea, though, of héving any kind of ~local trained

force in Canada wags almost entirely new.
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CHAPTER IV

AMEERSTBURG AND THE COMING

OF THE ENROLLED PENSIONERS

One of the military stations initially selected to
.
be turned over to the enrolled pensioners was Fort Malden and

a

its reserves at Amherstburg and Bois Blanc Island. At this

-

point we shall focus on the enrolled pensioner scheme as it
applied to the post at Amhersthurg. While the plan was in
operation at many of the stations in Canada West and through-

out the British Empire, the post at Amherstburg has been .
4 %

selected because it appears to have fulfilled the objectives

.

and eipéctations most completely of those who organized and

ey

supported the enrolled pensioner scheme. Althougﬁ the pen-

sioners dnd the scheme at Amherstburg hed problems, those

problems were largely overcome, The plan at Amherstburg,

therefore, appears as an example of the scheme which worked

as intended.-

Amherstburg and the military post egstahlished there

in 1796 nad grown out of the less of the American colonies.

Serving as a replacement for Fort Lernoult at Detroit, which
: (-

1

’
then lay within United States territory, the site for the fort

was selected hecause of its strategic position commanding the
+
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entrance to the Detroit River., 1In its early years,‘Amher;tburg
had three major respon;ibilities; as a military base; as.a
branch of the Indian Department, . and és a na§y’yard fof.the
Uppér G?eat Lekes. )

‘Phe new British fort, which for several years was
simply cklled the military post ‘at Amherstburg or Fort
Arherstburg, was a square shaped compléx ;onsisting of four
small earthen basticons faced with framed timber and plank at

-

the corners connected with & line of picketting. Trocops were

lodged within the fort in a large block house that contained

quarters for about three.officers and 80 men. There were also

) . . o= . 1
two small detached blockyhouses occupied as offlce{Ls quarters.

f logs

]

ByleOh, the post contained eleven buildings, most
and timber,; and in addition & number of_buildings;‘ﬁoth.mili

tary and e¢ivil, had been built outside‘the fort.,

. . . S

The town plan of Amherstburg occupied the southern

- . .

section of the militéry reserve. Peopled by merchants and

craftsmen from Detroit, as well as disbanded soldiers,

Amherstburg quickly mushroomed into the leading town on the

Canadian side of the river, a position.it held for more than
- o

half a century. //K" .
=\, "-/'

The navy yard, situated between the fort. and town,

provideéd the Provincial Marine and Royal Navy with e valuable
port for ship building and repairs. The yard alsc served as a

depot for supplying the British posts om the Upper Great Lakes.

.

Cteaidl
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As a headguarters for .the British Indian Departmehﬁ, ..

i

i
~ - !
Amherstburg and the fort served the purpose of maintaining the i l
allegiance of the Indian trfbes of the Ohio Valley and Great i

Lakes regions of the nortﬁwast.'-In&eéd, the Americans believed .

that the whole of the Indians 6n the frontier ‘had been com-
: S

pletely armed and equipped out of fgzqm{pg's stores at
o ' .

‘Amherstburg.3
- v . ’ . : B -

During'ﬁhe War of 1812, the area was a-major theatre
‘of action. Although the fortificgfions were in a wretched

1
i
1
|
1
|
' ' . i
3
i
{
|
1
i

's}ate of ‘decay and considered indefensible, the post served

fé headquarters for the 'Right Division of the British Army. -
SRR . ¥ g . )

Dependpnt upon naval dupremacy of Lake: Erie, the fbrtiwas

burned byfthe;retreating British inm September 1813, after-their

defeat'at the Battle of Lake Erie.’ The site was then occupied

by a small Amerigan force until. July 1815. - R

Upon re-oecupying the site, the Britiép'reconstructed
a smeller fort on the\ruin{ of the firsi; The fort at
Amherstburg was to be‘ohly a minor military site within the .

scope of defence plans: with"™ small §arrison %o keep watch -

"

oyer the frontier and protect the Indian presents and military
s : iy o
, . ) . / . i ;
stores lodged at Amherstburg, the fort was calculated more "to N
h ' . ] \ . N B s S ‘
delay and impede an Enemy, and to encourage .and protect a
. ' -~ " L .
. . —

British feeling, in a risinme District,-than‘td preventyjigs

)

- . b4 ‘ . H oy
conquest . . . ."  In the event of attack, Amherstburg could

P O

3

be taken by a swift foray from ihé United States. BRI .

&
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In 1817, the area about Amherstburg and Fort Malden,

Pl _ .
as it was now more commonly known, contained 108 inhabited
houses with 675 residents: Two windmills were reported in
5 :

‘operation in the settlement.

Several accounts and descriptiohs provide a view of '
the area during the 1820s. William McCormick wrote in 1824;

The town of Amhevrstburg is a thriving place - It is situate
at the Mouth of the Detroit River in the Co'y of Essgx and
' has a véry handsome appearance on Entering the Mouth of the
River - The Garrison of the same name Commands the principal
Ship Chanel [sic] . . . There is . . . & Church of England
Church & Clergyman also a Cathollc Church & Clergyman
v Amherstburg contains a number of Good houses and many of

the Inhabltants are highly Respectable.6

&
,He further noted: "The Port of Amherstburgh is . ., . one of

the safest as well as most commodious Harbours in North America."T
.Le;s kind, Thomas L. McKenny, a member of the American.Indian

Départment, offered the following observations of the folt as
he sailed past Amherstburg in 1826,
- . at Amherstburg a sentinel was on guard; but the aﬁ—
pearance of tle place would very natﬁrally lead to the .
rs
inquiry, g&ht is he guarding? There appeared to be little
there that anybody would be at much pains to take away.a

In British defence schemes of the 1829s &ndlearly
1830s, Fort Malden and Amherstburg were seen as merely a supply

depot to- beh?ﬁhrded by & small detachment of British regulars. :

Yet whatever the deficiencies of its local contlngent, this



Th
supply function became an integral par£ of the activitieé.of.
the post and the town.

The transport and supply policles of the Commissariat
Dépgrtment of the Br%tish Army, depéndent upon civiiian cons
tractors, gave enccuragement to the rise of mercantile amd  .
'shipping groups in Amherstburg., Individuals, such as Angﬁ;- ' -
Magg}ntosh William and Charles Berczy, Daniel Pastoriéus,

John Watso;:?DaniéllFisher, and John Hackett, were engaged in
either the 'shipping or purchase of military supplies in the
Amherstburg district. Through th?se policies and men,
Amherséburg became an impertant point of t;ansshipment for the
upper lakes.9

The garrison at Fort Malden also gave rise to what \
might\be called 'industrial' coﬁtractors i; Amherstburg; the
bakers,;brewefs, innkeepers, storekeepers, and'the hbme-owners
who provided quarters. .Officgfs and men alike had to be fed
end maint;ined, providiné a source of ready money tc local
merchants iﬁ an ecconomy not long removea from the pioneer

stages. And while the other ranks may have been most poPuiar

with the Amherstburg tavernkeepers, the officers provided a
10 )

-

welcom:(pdditlon +to what soc1ety there was.

In addition, the Army subsxdlzed prOfESSlon&l men.

s-

Sipce no‘Army_mechad ?Eflcers were asslgned to frontier sta-
tions, a local phyéician was assigned. Similarly, the local

£ X
Anglican and Roman Cetholic clerics were called upon tc provide

—

el dds

G
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spiritual services for the garrison.

With these influences and stimulants, Amherstburg

grew. In 1832 the town _and fort were descrigée as having
\nearly 200 houses, a church, court house andlgaol, many
. - good shops and a population excéeding 1,200 souls; the
works have been partly restored and a military détachment
is kept in garrison there, a subdivision of which 1s sta-
\_ tioned on Isle au Bois Bla.nc.12 "\
" During the early 1830s, the military significance

of Fort Malden received close scrutiny. In 1835, under in-

’-/. 3 e -
ereasing economic restraints, it was announced that the regular

forces were to be withdrawn from Fort Malden. The advantages

to the town when the BrP ish regulars Yere stationed there had
not completely escaped the notice of certain of the more'astuté
inhabitants, who petitioned agéins£ the withdrawsl, assert{ng
that the troops were necessary to suppofg\the civil authority.13
.The Commiss;riat also questioned the wisdom of withdrawving the
troops from Amherstburg, where it was pointed out, "a large
quantity of Preéents are annually delivered %o the Indiﬁns by

I

Government the value and safe keeping of which is of consider-
'ation."lh ~Further, Anna iameson, tﬁe €ife of the first vice-
chancellor., of Upper Canadea, Robert Sympson Jaﬁeson,.had Littlé
Iy
goodlfg/;&y of the rgduction proposal‘at Amherstburg, having
-cailed there during her extensitg Journey through Upper Canada.

Writing in scathing terms of the weakness_of the British gar-

rison there, she said;

L -

can s eraed
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L™ . . .
Amherstburg . . . There is:a wretched little useless fort,
commanding, or ratﬁer nét commanding, theﬁggtrdnce to the
Detroit river on our -side, and memorable in the history
of the last Americaﬁ war as_Forf Malden. There are.a few
idle socldiers, detached from the‘garrison at Torcnto; and
it is said that even these‘will Hg removed. In case of an
attack or sudden outbreak, all this eqused and important,

. el 15
line of shore 1s absolutely without defence.

Despite these comments and protests, the troops were removed

from Fort Malden in 1836. Thus, on the eve of the rebellions,

the fort stood alone .and abandoned.
. ¥ .
The border troubles of 1837-38 showed the vulnerabil-

-

ity of this outpost, forcing British military authorities to
reassess thelr defensive strategy. A report of the works at
Fort Malden at that time showed -thenm ~

9 in such & ruinous condition as to afford little or no pro-
tection to Troops drawn up within it . . . the curteain of
this work towards the river ha; been entirely levelled,

"and its place is now occupied by a pile of wood affording

a temporary cover.
\

The only pieces of a;tillery'at Amherstburg were ﬁhree captured
.iron guns wﬁich the American Army'had previously condemned as
17 ‘ i

unserviceable. Fort Malden was strengthiggd, therefore, to
1

deal with the raidsiandAto prepare for possible renewed -confliet
»

with the United States. ' During the period of 1838 to 1840,

Fort Malden was substantially rehuilt and garrisoned to meet

- the potential threat. As Wwell, the idea of improved -fortifica-

tions for Amherstburg was planned. Proposals developed in

frren
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1840 called for the construction of a casemated tower within

Fanl

s pentagonal stone fortification, to be located north of the
present fort, and the construction of two Wellington towers,

each armed with a traversing 2L pr., on Bois Blanc Island.

A number of descriptioﬂs of Amherstburg and the fort
during the 1840s exist. Sir Richard Bonnycastle wrote!

. . . Amherstburg, otherwise called Maelden, a small town
of two parallel stireets and divergences, famous for a
miserable fort, for Negroes, Indians, fine straw hats,

wild turk?yﬁ,rrattlesnakes, and loyalty.l9

William H. Smith provided a more objecti(ve view of the town.

It has a very old—fashioned‘look‘aboﬁt\itd most of the
houses éeing built in the cld French style. The sEreets
are narrow, and the side-walks mostly paved with stones.
- A military reserve, Just above the town containing
one hundred and thirty acres, is & great convenience to
the inhabitants, being all cleared, perfectly lével, and
forming a fine open common for exercise and recreation.
Malden Fort is situated on the reserve; it is& capable of

holding a regiment, and 1is garrisoned .by three compaenies

of Rifles.20

The increase of aétivity of the early 1840s was,

however, short lived. With the political situation stablized,

.

the prospect of armed conflict along the Detroit River was

minimized, and the Justificetion for the éxtensive and expensive

-

-military works planned for Amhersthurg no longer exlsted As

8 result, the elaborate plans prepared during 1840 were quletly

)
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snelved‘\ By the end of the decade, the militgfy authorities’
did not place a hiéh value on £he defensive capabilities of
Fort” Malden. Nor was Fort Malden worthy of high regard.
Thoggp minor répairs and alterations were periodically per-
fowned, the fort’, both buildings and earthworks, gradually
deteriorated. Sir B; D'Urban, Eﬁmmander of the‘Forceg in
Canada, was inclined_even, .o, ; to raze the Fort, withdraw
the Stores . . . and take away the troops altoéether."gh By
C :

this time also, Amherstburg vas steadily losing ground in its

contest with the Detroit- Windsor area The selection of Windser

~
-

as the termlnus of the Great Western Railroad was the final.

decisive blow to, /Amherstburg. T

Although the proposal; te level the fort and perma-
Jﬁntly remove”the defence'force, seemed, on the whole, too ‘
drastic, plans were under coﬁsideration for replacing the
regulars, at Fort Malden and several other posts in Canada,
with nilitary pensioners. Captain J. D.-G. Tulloch was sené
by the War Qffice to investigate the feasibility of impleme;ting
the enrolleq pensioner scheme in Canada.

At Amherstburg, Tullceh found 23 pensioners, about
one-half of whom were Judged fit for local company duty. of
these, however, only about eighteen resided in Amherstﬁurg or”
within three milg; of it.22 Alsc enumerated at this time were C
the pensionérs’,families Including its out- station at . Chathanm,

$.
there were 38 wives ang 172 chlldren .0f pensioners reported in



.
*the Amherstburg district.

23
Those pens;oners already resident in and about

Amherstburg did not give themselves much trouble in loocking
for work, most being able to live on their pensions without
labggr, although a diversity of occupaE}Ons were\found; some
grew a little t;Pacc&; cthers manufactured sugar from maple,
while some engaged ;n ffshing occ;sionally. Most of them had
gardens In which they grew vegetables.2h Reporting generally,

Tulloch noted that although the pensioners

did not find much employment for themselves, their children
were easifly provided for; and soon beéame a benefit to themnm,
beigé readil‘ taken as apprenticeé at an early age by the
tradesmen of the town, who either provide them with foed

end clocthing, or make an allowance for their support, which
25 >

: .\
., 'Tulloch reported that there were “two military reserves (/
»

assists the housekeeping of the fami;&.

at Amherstburg which might be made available for the settlement

of peﬂsioners; the one close to the town extended over 300 acres,

. , P . L
the other on Bois Blanc Island contained about 200 acres.26 The

.
[

whole of these reserves were cleared of wood, and on the island

several gardens had been formed by men of the detachment sta-

tioned at Amherstburg. The soil was excel%;nt'and yielded- s

ebundant returns with little expenditure either of labour or,
. . N Bl N

A

: 2
capital. T
Also noted were various economic and climatic edvan-

tages enjoyed by the Amherstburg pensioners. In 1849, bread

. ——
——
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cost only 3d. the four pound loaf. The price of gced meat was

1¥%d. per pound, however, pork could be obtained much cheaper;
little more tﬁan one halfpenny per pﬁund. Beef was Selling at
125; 6d; a hundred weight, and good milk cows ak £2.10.0 each,
‘in the area. As well, the climate of the Amherstburg district
was noted by Tulloch as a Aistinct material advantage. The
comparatively short duration.of the wintér not only allowed
the pensioner more time to turn his labour to account, but he
was put to less expense in‘providing firewood for himself, and
fodder for his cattle, both of which were very expensive items
in meny parts of anadai The reserves at Amhérg%burg were,
therefore, admirably suited for the settlement of pensioners.28
As we have seen, Colonial and War Office éfficigls
at once accepted Tulloch's plan for settling the military

reserves. Placing that officer in charge, the plan was put

into acticn in the spring oa 1851. The neserves of Amherstburg

and Bois Blanc Island were selected as the sites of the first
settlements becauyse the Ordnanee lend thér"?as unencumbered
and readily available for settling tHe pensioners. In addition
to the pensioners already residing in ané‘about Amherstbuég,

it was planned to send ou% & sufficient number of pensioners

and their famil?:g from the United Kingdom Eo that a local,

’

company of approximately 120 men might be formed at Fort Malden.

It was hoped to -have the .reserves there ready for settlement

by the end of May, so that the pensioners could begin

| \

e
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. . . . . . 29
agricultural operaticns immediastely on their arrival.
At Agherstburg, the whole of the reserve lying.to'
the east of the Sandwich Rcad, as vell as a large portion of

the Island of Bois Blane, were tc be appropriated for the

- " -
settlement of the pensioners, possession of the reiiiyﬁé’being

transferred to Majoé Tulloch on His arrival in Canad in the
spring of 1851. With regard to the actual distribution of

the reserves, it was not felt to he practicable to mark out.
the specifiF allotments fdr each pensioner until his arrival

there, as the quantity of land to be given would in some measure
30

depend upon. its gquality. As well, Qrdnanée regulations !

required that military contrecl be kept over all ground within
H

600'yérds of the fort.31 It/ wvas requested, therefore, that the

space desired for the purpose of settlement be traced out on a °

32 -

plan. This, accordingly, was dgpe, Tullodh submitting an

. arrangement of ninety, 2 acre lots for approval, 20 June 1851.33

Tulloch was instructed further to see that ne con-

struction was to take place within 300 yards of the fort, except

..

the necessary fences, and that this portion of the ground was

applied only to egricultural purposes.Bh Limited construction

was to he allowed between 300 and 600 yards of the fort. In
order to prevent the pensioners' cottages from being “erected

in positions vhere they were likely to interfere with %the deféncés,
. . - '
proposed buildings in that area were to be sufficiently described

6€ the Commandger, Royal Engineers, and his assent obtained, before

’

h 8

.
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they were constructed.35 Any cottages built within the 300

to 600'yard'range were to be "unohj;ktionahle in their 'site

and uncobnoxious from their elevation or materials to the

1136

Defences of the Positions. Thet part of the- reserve lying

‘west of the Sandwich Road to the water's edge was to be retained

by ;he Ordnance; &S some»ﬁiﬁor p&rtions of 1t fwe undey lease,

though ther; was no objection to allowing the..bensioners the

Mse of its pa.stuz:a.ge. All of Bois: Blanc Islaﬁd,' Mih the ex-

ceptions of the part apprepriated to the lighthougé keeper agi

that leased to James Cousins, was to be made available for the

.setﬁlement of the pensioners angd théir families.3T FPinal ap-

provael to Tudiloch's plan was ohtained from‘the Commanding Royal

Engineer, 25 June 1851;38 | ' )
Further arrangements were made with the Ordnance

Department f;r the accommodation of the pensioners at Amherstbd;;.

This included preparing the bérracks to recéive the men and

39

their families until their cottages were ready. Some steps
)

had also been taken during the fall of 185Q, in anticipation

of locating pensioners al Amhérsthurg. _Ié was usuay, with the 'ﬂ‘
withdrawal of military detachments, that Ordnance supplies at

the vacated posts be disposed of; either by sale or removal to

the nearest Ordnance Stores. "It was noted by Tulloch, however,

-t
v

that the ultimate location of the pensioners on the reserves

would he.ggggtly facilitated if‘tgpse supplies, more parsicularly

# ¥he bedding, stoves, harrack furniture, and other Qrdnance e
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supplies, could be retained for the wuse of the pensfoners.

In that Climate the Stoves, blankets and bedding are
absolutelf in&ispensible for a body of settlers, and as
the population . . . is very limited it is not likely,
if disposéd of in any other wey that these Stores would
realize séarcely as much as the Pensioners %odld g;adly

pay for them, if they could not be given as a free grant.
A further.reason for retaining these goods was seen. The packing
and carriage of these Ordnance supplies to the nearest Ordnance

Stores at Kingston, a distance of nearly 400 miles, would prob-

L

P )
ably cost as much as they were worth. L Orders- were given,

therefore, by the Master General and Board of Ordnance, in’

~ . %
September of 1850, that barrack furniture and stoves be retained

+

"at Amherstburg for the use of the lzvensicmers.Ll2 The bedding

also appears to have been retained at Amherstbarg for the
ﬁensioners' use.1+3

Selected to lead theldetqﬁhment at Amherstburg was
Lieutenant Robert Naylor Rogers. Entering the army.as a
lieutenant, 1% June 1815, Rogerg‘ active military career con-
tinﬁed until 12 Novéﬁber 1836, at which time he was placed on
half pay.hh Prior td his taking command of the pensioners at
Amherstburg, Lieutenant Rogers was Staff Officer of Pensioners
in the ilkenny District, Ireland. > As Staff Officer of

Pensioners at Apherstburg, Roders was to have the local rank

»

L6
of captain, effective 18 April 1851. .
To aid in the superintendence of the pensioners, Rogers
8

- ~ . ' . - . \



/\

[}

was entitled to the assistance of a Staff Serjeant, on whom

]
r

would devolve the charge of the arms, clothing, and accoutrements

of the enéolleﬂ pgnsioners.hT Selected for this duty was
Joseph McKibbin Taylor. Taylor, who was born at Ballycastle,
Countj Antrim, Irelend, TVApril 1802, had been Staff Serjeant
and Serjeant ﬁajor of the enrollea pensionerslbf.the Tralee
District, from its formation in 1843 to 31 March 1848. He
would hold sigilar ﬁositions'at-Amherstburg ﬁntil 31 December
1858, 8 g _ )
. S—

The first detachment of enrolled pensioners was sent

from the United Kingdbm ‘board the ship Hope.h9 'From newspapers

~and the account book of SerjJeant Major Taylor, it is possiﬁle

to trace the route the enrolled pensioners took to Amherstburg.

The Hope left Lonﬁon on 23 April 1851,50 with some. 32 peansiqners

and their familiés gathered from points in Great Britain. About

the ninth of May, the ship.sailed from Cork with an additional
36 men and their families from Ireland aboard.s Nearly all the
districts in Ireland wére represented by these men, gathered

from meny of the line regiments, Royal Artillefy, Royal Marines,

3

and. East India Company.51
Although .strict physiéai and financial guidelines

were set in selecting the men; some of these were, in fact,

either relaxed or ignored. For example, Serjeant Major Taylor

and his wife had five living children at the time and another

was bern two months after their arrivel at Amherstburg. Taylor

‘

. ‘-‘ ‘ [Aﬁ. ]
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was also four Yewrs over the prescribed age limit. An exami-’

_y/ﬁ\quig on of the Amherstburg feturns reveals that'the serjeant

major mgsjﬂot the only exception.52
A £¥picel pensioner of this first draft was Corporal

William Caur, late of the 8%4h Fooct, from the Armagh DisticE}

Ireland. Corporal Caur Wwas advance%_£1.TTO by his Staff Qfficer,.

Majof Farmer, to convey himself, wife, and two daughters to

Dublin. Of this"mbney, three shillings was marching pay, the
.‘.’ - 2 -

remainder being made up of travelling expenses; six shillings

formcgnvexancé by:omnibus'frcm Argagh.ta;Castleblgnc,fand
eighteen shillings for railway fare from Castleblanc.to Duﬁlin,
one of the points of assembly. uAt Dublin, Caur and his family
wére Joined by others, so that in total seven pensioners and
.thei; families left Dublin-by train bqund for‘Cork. They weFe;”
Serjeant William Henderson,:iate of the '89%h, P;ivate Janes
Taylor, laﬁe,of the §0th, Private John.Moréan, forperly of ,the
EastlInJia Company, Private bavid‘Wiliiéms, late oflthe 73rd,
Private Charles Devlin, late of the ist Foot, édnne; Bernard
Mullen, late of therRoygl A;tiliery, and Corp:ral Caur. Major
Crompton'of.the Dublin District gdanced the group £lT:ll.3~fbr\
railway fares. From Cork they were tp‘receive a free passage
with rations for themselves and families to:Amhersfburg.§3

There had been put on %oard the Hope for the use-of
the pensioners, 136 lbs of Cavendish tobacco, 136 1lbs of marine’

soap, and 136 1lbs ofwyellow Saap. The men were to be issued

< catiind
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two pounds of each. A'quantity of great coats had alsg:been
placed %n board for the pensioners!? use.Sh Joseéph Taylgr re-

ported the ratiphs were of '"the best description'.55

’

After a lapse of four months from ieaving home, the

56

pensioners arrived at Amherstburg. From an allowance paid fo

Serjeant Stéwart, as Serjeant Major on board the Hope, We can
surmise that the ship reached Canada, 27T June 1851.ST July

fourth is reported as the day the pensicners arrived at Fort

Maldén.sa ’ . . v

On the pensionefs‘ arrival at Amherstburg, the dstach-
ment of the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment was withdrawn, pre-

sumably abcard the same ship, by which arrangement the same

.

éonveyance was made available for yheir return to headguarters

59

}

at Niagara. The last detachment of the" Rifles at Amherstburg,

under the command of Captain Cox, hed consisted of 54 Rank and

>

File, 1 Trumpeter or Drummer,_h Serjeants, and 3 Suﬁaltefns.
Also removed from Amherstburg to Kingstomwas the seVepn man )

detachment of the Royasl Artillery. The medical officers accom-

s 1
\ .

panied their respective .detachments. The officers and others
% .

of.the.Céépiésariat and Ordnance Departments were to be reigzed

- . - ' 60
under orders from their respective departments. On this

1

ed,

it had been decided &arlier that the appointment of Fort Serjeant
. ' B} . 6

at Amherstburg was to be discontinued by the Ordnance Department. *

. - i3 .
It was decided also to remove the Deputy Assistant Commissary

General, one temporary clerk,. and one laboyrer and messenger, for



-

BT .

a reduction of three éommissari;t staff heﬁberé at the past.
The families‘of the Royal Caqaﬁian-Rifles,'who had béeﬁ liviné

at Amhersthufé; %ere probably algo removed.with the mehr In

May 1650, their numbers had totalled 53 women and '159 éhildren.63
Serjeant Majbr Taylor ;eporte&, 11 July,‘thé% thefe was.thén

no longer‘dny soldiers stationed at Fort Malden.6w

The transfer gf the post at Amherstburg resulted in

Fd
. s : ; AL
a few minor administrative problems, Deputy Assistant Commissary
i . X .
ngeral Thomas McCann, because of the confusion and disruption

- —
9f routine whlch occurred jJust as the troops were about to be

N - P o .
‘relieved by the pensioners, failed to hold the usual survey of

the money in the- Commissariat Chest at the pest on June 30th.6S
Furthér,.although it had been heoped to have the reserves\if'
‘Amherstbﬁrg ready for the settlement of pensioners by thejend

.of May; so that they might begin agricultufal,operat;cns im-
mediately on their arrivael in Canada, preparatiocns for téeir

» ‘reception had not\yet-beén complete@},so for'mosﬁ of the;first
summer the pedsionerg and their families resided in the barracks.
In any event,‘nothing could be done that:first year, th? pen-
sioners being so late arriving, owiﬁg to the long-ﬁassake.
The physical growth of Amherstburg, from its béginnings

in 1796, had been closely linked tq‘For£ Malden. Although only
a small fieldwork, its presence Had been igportant to the town

for a number of reasons. By 1851, however, it was decided to

permanentiy withdraw the regular garrison from Fort Malden. In

I3

66
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. _ CEAPTER V -

THE EN®OLLED PENSIONER SCHEME

Y ~

. AT AMHERSTBURG: PART I ~—-

n .
As we have seen, the policy of settling retired

scldiers in Canada had been adopted at various periods in the’

-colonx”s-history. The chief aim of these schemes had been

P cheaper defence. By loéa%ing'the settlements in strateg&c

areas, the schemes were designed to reﬁuce the number of reg-

MW ylar troops required for garrisop duty. The enrolled pensioner’

v

.scHeme seemed, hoge%er,-to offer the potential of slccess

v
. 8

unknown by previous plans.

One 6f'the first‘sett}ements of enrol%;ﬁ pénsioners
in Canada ﬁest was at Fort Malden and its reserves -at
Amherstburg and Bois Blanc Island. In July 1851, approximately

120 pensioners and ‘their families arrived at Amherstburg, where
. b
they replaced the garrison of the Royal Canadilan Rifles. = By

August 1851, the enrolled pensioner staff had assumed command

of the station.

Soon after the pensioners' ar:ival,'the greater
¥ portion of the Qrdnance Reserve at Amherstburg,-amounting to
nearly 200 acres, was laid out into 'cottage lots' of approx-

“ imately two acres in size. A double lot was set aside for a

e e -
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Ceeh Creei ol ‘i
schoolhouse and residence for” a schoolmaster. (Thi's lot was
“ ‘w\ .ij -

-
givern, however, to the serjeant phjor, Joseph Tayler, while

- o

the lot assigned tG him was taken, by Joﬁq Meek, the school-
. master.) Streets subdivided the reserve. Apparently some

of the streets weré not named Immediptely for their names

refer to the Crimkan War fought a feﬁ years later; Balaclava

and Alma.gtreets werfe named for major engagements in the

.

conflibt, and Stj Arnaud for the French general comﬁanding )
.the farces. The regpaining streets of the tract'were called
Fort;'Wiliiam, a;d Victoria. -This, K settled area became known
localiy aé Cérk Town.

Like all proposed pensioﬁer settlements, a lengthy—

.,

“rl1ist of 'conditions' confronted the pensioners settled at

3

Amherstburg and. Bois Blanc Island yith_reépect.to receiving
» ) .
* and meintaining their allotments of land. Ir shoxt, these

"conditions' stipulated that: the allotments would consist,
-~ R ) s

accdrdipg‘to circumstances, of from two to three acres to

each man; on the death of the pensioner his widow and family

were entitled to the dontinued cccupation of his house and
land until they had been repaid the cost of erecting and im-

proving the same, regaﬁaent'in no case exceeding £20 for the
house. and £5 for each acre improved; in the event of misconﬁuc%

™~
on the part of the pensioner, the cottage and allotment were

subject to forfeiture, remuneration being the same as in the

1

case of death; and finally, no pensioner was to be permitted

/
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,to sell spirdts or intoxicating liquors of any kind in his,

house or_ég‘E?E“ﬂllotmsqt; attempts to dorso.resulting;in

- v

immediate forfeiture-"of the house and ground without compen-
! | ' X . N

sation. The term of the pemsioners™ leases was to be in

perpetuity on payment.of an annual quit rent .of one shilling,

and the continued observance of the stipulated conditions.

The Ordnance, however, was to maintain the right to Summary
resumption at any time, on payment of the value of the build-

ings erected on the ground, and at’'the rate of £10 per acre of

~
.

improved land. A power of entry uﬁon the premises was also to
. L] r
be reserved E? the officers ¢of the Ordnance while discharging )

their public duties or for purposes of inspectiod.2
8 . <

At Amherstburg, Staff Officer of Pensioners Captain

~ -y
Rogers was to "have Barrack accommodation to an extent of not

n3

less than 4 Rooms and a Kitchen. He was also to receive

a grant of land on the reserve, whith, however, was not ﬁo -

(4 e

exceed three times that allowed to a Qensioner-&t that station.
In the event of ﬁis death 6r refioval, the house and land were
to revert .to the public, to be made available for his sueccesgor.
In)that instance, & remuneration of up to £100 was to be granted
for any improyements made to the la.nd.h (From all EVidence;
neither Captain Rogers nor hié successor, Mdjor Donaldson,

took up grants of land.)

- -

A conscious effort appears to have bheen made to lay:

out the reserve at Amherstburg in an orderly and attractive

. Y




manner.

92

Lieutenant De Moleyn, Royal Engineers, who sqrvéyed

the reserve, reported that:. . .
4

-

. All the cottages are in an exact'line and square to the
road at five }ards distance, and in the centre of the lot
of ground with a ditch about two feet wide excavated along
the front of ¢ach allotment for the purpose of drainage;
the Roads made by the Pensioners are 22 yérds widé; a row
of Treeg’gn each side of the 'road in front of the cottages:

has been planted by the corpofation and given in charge

of the Pensioners.- LN

From this survey, it will be noticed that changes ;}d océurred

In the settlement plan as originally submitted by Tulloch, 20

June 18513 the most obvious of which was the elimination of
the central gore. Among the many other Ehange; implemented L
in the new plan ;ere; a redugtion in the numper of lots from~
ninety to e'ghty—six, a relccation 'of many of the lots which

had fronted the Sandwich Rgad, the inclusion of Fort and

.

Balaclava streets, and a widening.and'reaiignment of lots on

Fort and Richmond streets.’ A road through the pensioners’

settlement, Alma Street, had earliel been applied for by the
—

!
N
|

- . AN
municipal coungil of Amherstburg. - !
. : |
. ) _ .
Single-storey cottages, of wood frame construction,

-
Y

.

measuring approximately 18 by 22 feet, were constructed on many

[y

of the pensioners' lots. The builders were local carpenters,

and the houses were erected at prices as low as $35. A sur-

» - - '
viving receipt .records that J. B. Robideau received £35 for

R NEEY -
. P \
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erectlng a cottage on the military reserve for pensioner

Edvard Tobin, late of the 22nd Foot. Tobin was then plased

~

under a deduction from pénsion of four pence per day until

+

the amount advanced him fon_the purchase was made good.T
Living-space in these cottages was divided into a combined

'

kitchen-sitting room and one or two bedrooms. ' They were out-
h ]

fittgg with stoves for heating and cooking purposes. In .later

'

years, a more pretentiods,.twofstorey house was built for

Serjeant !Major Taylor on the edge of the gun range.
. A

The picket house and three block houses on Bois A

~ Blanc Island were also ogcupied by enrolled pénsioners. Early
. Fs

proposals had called for making any houses erected on the
island defensible because of theif posiéion on the frontie;
whichk would perhaps expose‘tﬁem to atthck.g This, however,
proved impossible because of.the extra expense that would
have been incurred by the pensioners in erecting defensible
houses, en expense Which was estimated to "probably exceed in
a tenfold degree the worth qf the land to he assigﬁed them,
and wculd be quite beyond their means."lo‘ Ratﬁér than build-

ing fortified residences, it was .planned to merely adapt the

picket house and three block houses on Boils Blanc Islgnd for

' . : 11 .. . pe
the use of tlhe pensioners. Qfficials believed:

If that . ." . prove[d] insufficient the Pensioners would ki
at all-events have the alternative of withdrawing to the

. A
mainland and only crossing to the Island when necessary
- . \ .

e e e e ——— e © & n aramd e e e
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fopy the purpose of carrying on their agricultural opera-

. 12
tions. B

-

Pensioners and their familief known to have resided in the
‘picket h;gse and block housés of Bois Blanc_Island include

the families of Colour Serjeaﬁt John Bonnet and pensioner
Thomés Jarmin.lé An official report produced in 1854 described
fhe conditicn of these buildings as 'tolerable'ﬁiﬁ\ A report
“to the Provincial Secretary three yearvahter noted, howgver,-
that they' had seriguély deteriorated: " . . . the Reserve on
Bois Blanc Island &s pertly occupied by four pensioner families
who reside in three biockhouses and the picket House - all ;nﬁ

o 1 ' . '
a very ruinous state."%? _ .

Fd

The Amherstburg pensioners considered, héir houses

and two acre lots of as much value as thelr i ions.lé' Tulloeh

reported that such was .the anxiety of several of the pensloner;
to pay up the amount advanced for their cottages that many of
them had requested to be.placed under sfoppages to the extent
of one half of their pension instead of ome-fourth. With very
few exceptions they were all undeé stoppages to theq extent of
one-third.lT o . '

Perhaps partly becauge of this strong feellng, in-

1

surance policies were carrled on the cottages. The premium
o
on J. Healy s cottage for 1855 was recorded sas bg. 1%d., in
e
the account book of Serjeant Major Taylor, while the insurance

on twenty cottages was entered as £h.2.2%i Instructions



had earlier beeﬁ forwarded to,-if Dossible, "arrange that the

cost of Insurance . . . be paid for all the Cottages on the -

‘same dax.";g It is not known if these premiums were paid to

»

the Crown or to a local company. - » x\

Further sums were charged against those pensioners

A .
holding cottage 1éts for advances to pay for dividing, railing,

”

and fencing their lots. Rails were used to divide their lots

and 'Fancy Féﬁcing’ fronted the street. All fnld, £198.13.0

was charged for railings, and £103;6.ll for the 'Fancy Fencizéy,

by 1852.20 In addition, these pensioners paid an annual quit
- 1

rent of one shilling, as a condition of maintaining their

2 . : . ‘
leases.‘} The enrolled pensioners, hovever, were exempt from

22

taxes when in occupation of laﬁd on a miliﬁﬁ;f\{gierve.

The early operation of the fort by the enrolled
rensioners resultgd-in 2 number of admiﬁistrativé probigms.
To‘some extent, however, these problems were to be expected
‘until the &dﬁinistratign of. the pensioner scheme in Canadae was
fully operational. .

Although the issue of the retention of officers and
. ~ . -

others 6f the Coﬁmissariat and Ofdnance Departments had been .
left to the heads of their respective departments, the Secretary
at War soon‘decided %o withdraw the barrack serjeant from
Amhafstﬁurg with the idea of ascertaining et how small an ex-

e

) - » : . 2 o
pense this station could be garrisoned by the pensicners.

The Board of Ordnance, which was responsible for the condition

-
-
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“the Pension’ List.

of the buildings as well as the continued expense of their

maintenance, protested. ~The Board felt it was necessary to

employ & barrack serjeant at -this station to call attention
to anIV'pdue or injurious use of the buildings.2h As a result,
the Secretary at War was compelled to enter into a ldng, and

sometimes hot, correspondence‘witﬁ.thé Ordnance Department on

the whole matter. .

In‘this, one of the first of many disagreements with

the Ordnance Department, the Secretary at War was able to show

-] - .
that when the arrangements regarding the occupation of the
narracks at Amherstburg by the enrolled pensioners were orig-

inally made, it was clearly contemplated that the services of

the barrack serjeant would not be'retained.25 In fact, the

— -

discontfnuance of %hﬂ barrack serjeants at Amherstburg and its

out—station Chatham had been decided on earlier by the Ordnance.
The fac%, however, that the Ordnance Department had heen slighted

‘-by:the War Office and the pensioner scheme was noted.

As a result of the Far Office deciﬁion; Fort Serjeant
Jo£n Goodwin left Amherstburg in June 1852. ‘'Efficient and
fav;&rably reported of', he had ‘only recently been sent out
f?om England tc fill that pos:‘.tio,n.2T Goodwin, however, was
posted to Niagara where he wa; appointed to §ucceed Thomas
Br&dley.as Fort Serje!nt; Bradley having been admitted upon

28

" With the removal of the barrack serjeant from

i

-~



Amherstburg, the Staff Offlcer of Pensioners.became responsible

N
for-"the due care and preservatlon of the Buildlngs and Stores

. ‘_thns given over2"29 It became/y{s duty to periodically inspect

the bulldings and see thatvthey were prdperly malntalned. The
.

pensioners were held liable to make good any damage not result-

ing from accidental circlmstances-or 'fair wear and tear'. It

was hoped that these arrangements, coupled with the periodicaL .

inspection of the Royal Engineer Department, would not only

~

ensure that the buildings f%re properly maintained, but, also,

p that a proper reduction of expendiﬁa}e was effected:30 \ ;

N

. Commissariat duties, such as the issue of straw or .

N
other supplies which had earlidr devolved on the berrack ser-

.
., —
] T .

. . N
~ Jeant, wpre'also teken up by the Staff Officer of Pensioneijyf/_ -
The staff offlcer vas to provide the requlred articles for

the pen51oners by either receiving the quantity required for.

the year or by a fixed money 9.‘.‘Llo1~*a1'1ce.3:L ' :
\g L%t 1s through the argument over the retention of the
barrack serjeant at Amherstburé that somé insight inéo the
staff allggftions and expenses of éhe vensioner establishment

is gained. The Ordnance, in defending their stand, fortuitously

merated both the personnel and costs of this particular pen-

ifner sg\tlon. In 1852, half or the £619é§r3 total spent at o
-

AmAerstburg, £310.5.0, wa; the pay of the aff Officer, Cgptain

Rogers. The pay of*the Staff Assistant Surgeon32 accounted for

a further £182.10.0. The pay of the Staff Serjeant, Serjeant
/ . ; . : .
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Major Joseph;Taylorﬂ-was £30. CThree pensioners were also >

33 -

employed, presumably as barrack' guards, at.10d4. a day each.

» . .
The remaining money was made up of servants' dllaowances. 'The

retention of_the barrack serjeant would have resulted in a

further expenditure of £51.12.6, mgde:ﬁp of pay and allowances.Bh

1

- The question of whether barracks in occupation of

the pensioner force were to be kept in & proper state of repair,

.

similar to buildings'ocqppied by the regular troops, and.whb
- was to pay for these repairs,:touchgd of £ anbﬁher.depa:tmental
row, when an estimate for repaif; te the Amberstburg. - station

was received by the Board of Ordnance in 1853. Despite the

. - ¢ ’ .
.fact repairs were necessary at ForE{Mi#den, the Ordnance DeparE_

A .

‘ ;ment'did not feel compelled to provide repgiré for buildings

35

occupied by only enrolled pensioneré. It should be remembered,
1 - LY

.

however, that arrangements had been made for the Ordnﬁnce De-
partmént to provide barrack accommodagzzzﬁ?a{_the penéipner§\=
and their families. ;Their prope£ maintenance would, therefore,
.be required. .

To clarify the situation, various departments of

government were solidited for their opinion on the matter.- All,

except the Ordnance, felt that the buildings should be kept up.3

The fact that the buildings were occupied by the staff of the
pensiondrs was an additional reason for"incurriﬁg the expense
to guard against them falling into decay..

5

Tullech, therefore, proposed to keep the barracks at



/

each of the pen;iqner sta%}ons-in aé good.repaif as.formerly
by employing pehsiqners at the f%pgirawork. This proposal
offered a numﬁer of benefits, chief of which were that "accom-
modation would thus be provided for the Pen;ioher ét&:f, and
provi;ion made for the Maintenance of the Barracks in an ef-

w37

ficient State. Cost benefits would also be seen. By em-

ploying the pensioners, Tulloch estimated the cost would be

i
.

one half the s hiéh.haﬂ been expended by the Ordnance in?
superintendenczécjgpairs, and keeping_the barracks clean.3
Although.phe‘Ordnanée Department disagreed with Tulloch's cost
estimates, fepair; necess;ry for fhedgfeserfhtion of the-ﬁarracﬁ
bulildings at Amherstburg were, néver%heiess, authorized to he
made uﬁder the direction of the Staff Officer of Pensioners to

the extent of £2O.39

The British authorities continued to ﬁaintainﬁthe
military works at Amhefsﬁburg by this manner up until this
éroperty was officially transferred tolthe province. The wear
“and tear on the wooden buildiﬁgs at Fort Malden was such, how-
ever, that ;ncreasiqg amount; of tim;‘Qnd money were séent in
mgintaining them. Degpit; thi;, tﬁe ove;all condition of the
fort was detepiorating. The annual sum.Bf £20 set aside for
repairs was clearly not sdfficient to cover costs; During only
the months of May through August 1856, a total of £33.10.3 was
spént on repairs ta the officer's quarters, mens' barracks, and

e .

out buildings at Amhersthurg. e flag staff was also repaired,

J\. ) | .

e e ;-.‘l-‘-:”&é
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a

on”&he authorization of Tulloch, for £3.10.0. Pensicners,
: ] . i

Daniel- Quinlan, Tames Quinlan, and Hugh Wishart, brought about

these repairs.
Those buildings considered 'uninhabitable ‘and unfit

for repair' were recommended for removal by gsale of their

N ) -
materials. 1 Other Ordnance huildings located at Amherstburg 4

were _purchased by the pensioners and staff, removed from the

fort, and gérved as accommodetions for these groups.he v
Buildin%s vecated by the Commissariat Department at
Amhersthurg were considefed to be valuable commercial buildings
thy the local'meréﬁants. Chief‘of these was the Commissariat
Séor%house, a large, three-storey,‘wooden bu;}ding; This build-
ing had formerly housed Indian present$ and miiitary stores.LL3

Meny of the problems encountered by thé pensioners at Amherstburg

were a result of petty feuds over this building and its grounds.

-

~ These feuds highlight the génefal administrative difficulties

experienced by the scheme in the'province. N

As eaTrly as Qctober 1851, Thomas Salmoni offered the
Ordnance Department the sum of £50.currency per annum for the
use of the Commissariat Storehguse and Wharf.hh This reguest

was turned down b& Tulloch for & number of reasons, chief of
4

which was that the pensioner scheme was xtill in its infancy

bs

and use might be made of the building By the pensiocners.
In March 1852, Mr. Park,'the steam boat proprietor

[ ¢ .
at Amherstburg, offered to fence in that paf% of the reserve

betwgen the Sendwich Road and the Detroit River Lif he was

v
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allowed the use of the Commissariat Wharf for his vessel to
land at for the season. It was neceSs;ry to enclose the ground
Park alluded to as a preserve for the graz1ng of the pensioners'
cattle.‘ Tulloch, aware that the pensioners were under heavy
stoppages to repay thesadvances made for their cottages ?nd
other articles, approved the offer, so as to Qrevent the pan-—~
sioners getting further fnto debt by enclosing the grazing
ground themgelves; The pensioners: would retain, however, the
use of the wharf for fis@ing, or eﬁharking and disembarking '
free of expense;hs Ordnance officials saw "no objection to the
proposed égreement;"hT |
)

In April cf that year, reguests were again received

fg; thé‘;se of the Commissariat premiaes a8t Amherstburg. Messrs.

J. Park and J. McLeod, through‘Captain Rogers, requested per-

mission to dry some corn Ln the yvyard attached to the Commissariat

-

Stores. The corn had been in a schqoner which had sunk opposip{
'%ﬁhe.government wﬁarf. Knowing of Tulloch's wish for the pen-
sioners tc be employed as much as poésihle, Park and Mchod to
holsfer their request promised to employ pensioners at the work.ha
Approval was granted by Tulloch; on the condition that Park and
MeLeod made good anf damage that might happen to the Commissariat
buiidings from fire or otherwise during the tiﬁe they were used
for drying the corn.hg

The Ordnance Depaertment, still smarting over its recent

losses, made fepresentations to the Treasury charging Tulloch

L eem -
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with misdirection of funds. Tuwlloch was accused, though he

denied tth charge of 1etting the Commissariat Storehouse for

o
a

‘£6Q per ananum and applylng the rent for the Lmérovement of

the ground. Profits arising from the grazing of cattle around
the fort were also sald to Rave bccn applied in a similar
manner. -

Tulloch deniqd these charges emphatically. In a
letter to the Military Secretery, he stated: "I never authorized
the Commissariat Store at Amherstburg to be rehted, and trust
you will be pleased to inforﬁ me aé'to the name of the ?&rties
who_a}e said to have paid rent for the same."sl He, however,
buffered this statement somewhat by stating that "the Commis-

" gsariat Premises were allowed to be used for a temporary purpose

52

but no rent was received”, and that "the Gommissariat Wharf

was let to Mr. Park, on'condition, of his paying for the fencing'

of the Reserve.'l53 Tulloch later.ceported that Captein Rogers

had allowed Mr. Park to take pOSSESSlon of the store as well &as

the wharf, but no extra rent was paid or demanded for its use. ok
, Taken singly, the interestis in;olved in Major Tullech's

./&CtLOnS at Amherstburg were of small account. The Treasury,
however, felt that two 1mportant principles hed been lnfrlnged
upon; the first bcing'that public monies had heen applied without
the previous sgnction of Parliaﬁént, or the authority of the

Treasury Board in the case of urgency, and secondly, that Gov-

ernment property had heen‘used, or disposed of, without the
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direction and control of the department responsible for its

&pplication.l55

However, in a marginal note to this Treasury
statement,vw. Peel of the War Office got to the heart of the
métter when he wrote: "I take this to be a mere affect of the
general quarrel of the Treasury versus the War O0ffice & Major
Tulloah."56 Local merchants, allied with the Ordnence Depart-

ment, and the Treasury, already sensitive about the pensicner
: S

scheme, were undoubtedly behind the whele affair. Nevertheless,

as a result of this squabbling, the War Office :was forced to
spend much time and energy defending Tulloch, at the expense

of the scheme as a whole. .

Despite the administrative problems, which of course

the pensioners could not be blamed for, the scheme at Amherstburg

1
1

seemed to offer thenﬁdtential for great .success. The regular
garrison had been removed, and the pensioners were showing -

progress. J. S, Elliott of the Ordnance Départment'said of

the scheme at Amhersthurg: ™ .

With respect to the allocation. of Enrolled Pensioners upon
the Ordnance Reserves in Canada, perhaps nowhefe could a
héppier selection have been made for the men than at
Amherstburg. Tﬁe Village and its neighborhood, though of
ancient settlement, are composed to a large extent of
French descendents, who exhibit the same reluctance to
laborious pursuits manif d by the lower classes of the
same origin in Canadsa Eést; and of Colored people whose
principal connection is with the flourishing American City

on-.the opposite side of the Detroit River; consequently

£
o

R |
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the price of labor attainable DY the Pensioners is propor-
tionately great; the neatnesS'and‘order of the Cottages
apnd their epperently industrious habits were- to me very
conspicious, but T doubt if there be any other place in
Canada where results to the same extent successful can be
. expected. .
A survey conducted &t Amherstburg in October 18352
showed that this poténtial was largely achieved. '0On the
average, the pensioners at Amherstburg earﬁed £20.5.0 in wages

for the yea}, £1.9.2 frdm their anﬁual drill pay, and £l.é.10
for 'Guards ofer gablf:ss Those pensioners who held cottaée
lots earned, gdditionally, £15.10;O from the sale of agricul-
tural produce, and £6.15.0 from the sale of dairy produce,

for a total of £46.3.0 for the year.s9 Added to these wages
and earnings, both groups received pensions averaéigg one .
shilling a day, or ‘about £18 per year. The assurance of’this
latter -regular cash income could meke a very considerable
difference to how the pensioner and his family lived. With his
other monies, it was often enough to raeise the pensioher above

the common labourer.

0

By comparison, & skilled worker in Can;da could earn
from.four to six shillings & day, for a yearly figure.just‘
slightly higher than the pensioner‘s total earnings and pension.
Unskilled work wes worth from two to three shillings a day. A
farm labourer's wage was usually about two shillings & day, OT -

by the year, some twenty to twenty-three pounds. Maids and
- LY
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servants earned from seven to sixteen pounds a year, with board

and lodging provided.éo

Benjamin Hawes o; the War Officey reporfing on the
precgress of the Amperstburg pensioners, noted that not only
were the pensioners there able to rear a sufficient number of
pigs and poultry to supply their own families, and to raise
éarden prod;ce for themselves and provide winter f;dder for
“thefr cows, but most of the early vegetables in.the market of
the town were-supblied from their allotments. There was no’
landlfn better condition at the settlement.6l In additien,
during that first y;ar after the pensioners' afrival at

Amherstburg, there had also been an Increase in their popula-

62

tion; nineteen children had been born.: '

A representative example of the success of the enrolled

pensioner scheme at Amherstburg is pravided in the person of

Charles O'Connor, late of the 31lst Regiment. »{0'Connor's cottage:

is preserved at Fort Malden National Historic Park.) He and
his wife and five ch%ldren had cultivafed 100 bushels of potatoes
and 40 bushels of Indian corn in 1852. Their livestock consisted
of pwo cCOwWs and.niﬁe pigs. O0'Connor was employed locally for
three months of the year, at an average of three shillings a

day. In addition, two of his children, Mary and Jane, were

employed, earning four dollars a month! This, with his pension

3

. S -
of 1ls. 5d4. per day, had allowed O'Connor to save £20.57;0 for'

the year.63

L |
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Others, such as John Hugh, late of the Royal Canadian

Rifles, éﬁpse only.to'work for themselves, and were able not

only to provide for thegselves,ﬂbut'to show an increase in

4 .

wealth&ﬁ ' . o

At Penetanguishene, iIn 1852 the only other Ordnence
]

Reserve in Canada West available to the pensioners for settle—.

ment, not much hope for success was anticipated.

At Penetanguishene, as the country is compd;afively little
settled, the demand.for agricultural labor must be propor-
tionately less, and the Pensidngr must . . . be thrown
more upon h;s own resources, which the generally unfavour-
able nature of the Scil and the' Pemoteness from market,

nust nece;safly limit.
Haatthe pensioners at Toronto, London,r and Niagara received
their land, it is likely that thgy wvould Have p}o?en as suc-
cesaful as those at Amherétburg. ‘

. . .
Tt is difficult from the information preserved to

know Just how hard or long the pensioners at Amherstburg worked

IS

each day. However, except when called out for ¥ivil or military

emergency or while performing guard duty, the pensioners were

private citizens, living and working in the community. Many

of the Eensioners worked as common labourers in the town, while

others tended their ground on the reserves. Theré "was little
difference then between the pensioner and the average resident
of Amhersthurg.

Those pensioners with cottage lots would have plowed

! f

T Y
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their fields and planted their erops in May. Indian corn

-~

. 5 ‘
and potatoes were the chief agricultural products. Any summer

greins were harvested during August angd Septembef; the corn
was gathered in the first half of September, then the potatoes

and other roots. Most pensioners had a few pigs and a cow or

two. One of the important phases of late autumn work for those

—_
o

who had acquired a number of pigs was the killing, dressing,

and salting of the hogs.

Those pensioners and their families who resided in

-

.the barracks; and were therefore without land at Amherstburg,

worked as labourers in the town, or returned to callings

practiced before they had entered the army. Many of their

“‘children were apprenticed to local tradesmen. Though Serjeant

Major Teyler's Tetters mention it only in passing, the pensioners

LS

af Amherstburg also undoubtedly hunted and fished.66

The wvacuum left by the withdrawal of the British gar-
rison from Fort Malden was not mugh'filled up by the subsequent
estéblishment of the enrolled pensioner sett;emeﬁt. For
Amhersfﬁurg, the garrison had slways been more than merely a
defence against a possible inva#ion or a guarantee against
social disturbance.. It had stimulated & way of life, not only
economicelly, through the local contracts it distributed, but

/

also socieally and‘cﬁiZFrally, which helped to maintain the

British connection. he enrolled pensioners, however, Were

Y.< .
L)

Y
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s
;argely self-sufficient, and because of their class and way
qf life, had little to offer in the way'df so?ial or cultural
amgnities. 7

Quarterly ﬁension day, howeyér;-waé'a time for much .
celebration in Amherstb;%g. Merchanté did a thriving business,
as old scores were settléé &nd'ﬁew accounts bpenéd, however,
local taverns were ;he chief beneficiaries for many of the

pensioners were in a mood to celebrate. The local constabulary

was augmernted, therefore, by a Town Serjeant to see these

celebrants‘did not get too far away from the paths of peace agd
order.67 During at least the years 1854 and 1855, pay agents
were employed to make pension payments to pensioners in the
Chathan énd Sarnia areds.68

The pensioners and their families at Amherstburg-were
neither more provident hér more temperate than others of their
class. When g;ven relaﬁively large sums of money at once and
when gathefed together with old comrades, among whaom intemperanee

-

moTe or less pre;ailed, many squandered their money. One of
the commuted pensioners of 1832, who received his-pensidn of
h%d: a day at Amherstburg, was suspended from pension for being
drunk an& using the 'most violent and abusive language' %o

. _ 6
Cdptain Rogers. 9

In later years, another pensioner was com-
pelled to separate himself{ from his wife because of 'her grossly

disreputable and immoral conduct'. Submitting the sworn state-

N
ment of another pensioner showing that she had "committed the

. e B e -
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crime of adultery with him, and acfually enﬁiced him, to have
" e ——. it
w70
"

11liecit communiecation . . .",  the pensioner asked that no

-

more stoppages be made from‘his‘pension for the benefit of the

woman. The pensioners required continual superintendence by

the staff officers.

e
Many of the pensioners had 'leanings to matrimony',

v -

age never being considered an obstacle. Serjeant MajJor Taylor
‘'wrote to his son, as late as February 1865:

01d Meek was married in the Catholie Church last week to
- & Miss Lyle who has a brother in the lunatic Asylum, unless
she is pﬁssessed of an extrﬁordinagy good temper, I believe

72

she will shortly be an inmafe of said institution.

Their widows nevefr seemed to have any difficulty in marrying

another pensioner. . : 4

.Tb help the pensioners to become self-sufficient,

o
wrt e

Tulloch advanced a ﬁ%mbef‘of.projects. At that point in time,

fishing activity on the‘ﬁetroit River wes heavy. The survey
conducted in 1852 had reported therté were 'Fish in abund&nce'.T3
The profitF from‘Just the whitefish industry on the Detrocit

River were said to be 'very E:onsiderable‘.Th Tulloch intendegd
for the pensibners to reap the benefits of this- market. As

early as August 1850, he had recommended that the nets afad

boats at Amherstburg be retained for the pensioners' use, for

he felt these objects would prove useful in aiding the pensioners

75 -

Serjeant Major Taylor later re-
76

in meinteining themselves.

ported that he had bought a share of a boat.



In October 1853, Tulloch applied for a grant to a
waterlot adjacent to the Commissariat wharf and barrack build-.

(K

ings to allow the formétion of a flshlng statlon at Amherstburg
Tulloch was,successful in his endeavour. In due course, a
license of occupation was issued in the name of the Officer

Commanding the Pensicners at Amherstburg for a waterlot com-

prising ;{frontage of one-eigﬂfh of a mile. The waterlots

cccupying the rest of the military??eserve remained free to
the inhabitants; in general, for fﬂahing purpoées.

‘ Althougﬁ purely speculative, it is prohabie that
small fields or pens of Wwater, fenced off with luﬁber, were
constructed in the river to hold fish, as were platforms to
land them, and bﬁildings erected to store tools, nets, and
other supplies; The whitefish season, which ran from mid-
October, after the fall agricultural harvest, to mid-December,
would have extended the working season of thg‘pensioneré‘
However, no details 6f the relative success or failure af this
venture by the pensioners at Amherstburg ha§nbeen found.

Propositions which were 'not calculated to improve
the pensioners' or which were 'prejudicial“to oiaéf and dis-
‘cipline' were quickly turned down by Tulloch and the staff
iofficers at Amherstburé. These men sought especially to pre-
vernt "the sale d} Spirits, and the . . . establishment of houses
' W79

for this and similar purposes.

A pumber of communal projects were implemented at
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Amﬁerstburg. Adjg}ning-the Commissariat Storehouse and Wharft

was & large enclosed yard which was used exclusively”hy'the»

enrolled pensioners and their families for -storing their
; o '8a '
winter fuel supply.

The largest project at Amhersthurg involved the

-

common gfazing of the pensioners' cattle on the unbuilt area
of the reserve. J. 8. Elliott, in his inspection of the
Crdnance establishment and property at Amherstburg during the

autumn of 1852, noted thet upwards of 70 head of cattle {horses

8
and cows) were counted upon the reserved radius of the fort. t

Alth&ugh the g;azing ground had been enclosed by

L

Mr. Park, the pensioners were responsible for maintaining the

fences and gates. Serjeant Major Taylor's account bock illus-

trates that this was & never ending process. Tulloch reported

in 1853 that

?ﬁe Pensioners & 2 Civilians had subscribed 96 Dollars to

'pay for keeping the Fencing in repair which enclosed the
grouﬁd set apart for grazing the Pensioners' Cattle, and
giving a Pensioner one Dollar & week to look after them
and attend to the gates.82

The pensioners pald two dollars & head monthly for the repair

' . . ‘ 8 "
of fences, ditching, and keeping a herdsman. 3 The duty of
tending to the animals and the getes was done at various times

i
by pensioners James Wilkinson, Thomas Craig, Peter Woods,-James

8L . ool
McVety, and William Farmer. Some of the profits from the

¥

—
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grazing account were-used by the pensioners to improve their

”stpck; the pensioners paying for the services of two 'full

85

‘bred Bullst at wvarious times.

Details gleaned from Ts{lor s account bocok and other

sources also shows that during the operatlonal years of the
. e -
enrolled pensioner scheme at Amherstburg, a scheol for the

 Vchildren of the pensioners was maintained on the upper floor~

of the Artlllery Barn.86 For his duties as schoolmaster,

Ser]Jeant John Meek was psid £12.3.4 semi- annually This sum,
as well ;iﬁmonles for books, and firewood and light supplies,
Were regularly -deducted from the Pens;oners General Account,
which the staff officer assessed aga1ns$ theﬁ each pay ds; 87

,

It has been reported that a second body of penslooers
arrived at Fort Malden in 185&.88 No official evidence has
been uncovered to oonfirm this. It is possible, hoﬁever, shat
the group was from Fort Garry. Up to twenty pensioners from
that station were given the opportunity of-énrolling in the
ﬁensionor force of Canada West in iBSh. A statement of expenses
sdﬁplied to Major Caldwsll, 8taff Officer ‘of Pensicners at Fort
Garry, toc ensure that each pensioner.snd bis family were pro-
vided with adequate means for reaching Canada, listed Amherstburg
as its fissl destination.sg Conversely, at least one of the

Amherstburg pensioners is known to have gone to the Red River

3 0
statlon.9
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A serious blow was dealt to the scheme at Amher;%ﬁurg
| s/

when the penSLOners thereklost their. staff officer to drdwning,

5 May lBSh Leav1ng the fort in a skiff for the purpose of
fishing, Captain Rogers' boat wes seen ghortly afterwards
bottom upwards about three mlles off. Although a most careful

’?:)mch was made, no trace of the body was found,g} Canteain

2
Rogers ileft a widow and Four or five sons gnd a daughter.9

'The death of Captain Reogers caused some dlfflculty
.- ¥ = . : v
with the payment of the pen31oners of the Western District. -

Because of his death, M&Jor James J Graham, Staff COfficer of

Pensioners at London, was required to annex the district to.'

. -

his own until another officer was appointed by the Secretary
at War.93 ' : ~o o L W
. . " - A
A pnumber of officers submitted their names to succeed.

Captain Rogers as Staff Officer of Pensioneré at Amherstbu:g.
Ultimately, Major Ropert Donaldson was selected. D0qaldsop
took his rank in the army from S.April 1826 in the Llst Regiment
of Foot. He was promotéd to ensign on 17 July 1828, to lieu-
‘éenant, 18 September 1832, and to-captain; 29 March 18k2. He .
hadf}efired from the 4lst as = major in 1848 or :l.EH&Q.g,+ Major

N

‘Donaldson served the pensxoners at Amherstburg untll the termi-
natiocn of the enrolled pensioner scheme in 1858 vhen he was
958 - , -

transferred to the Ottava Distriet.

Despite some initial administrative problems, mast

o by R sl
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of wvhich were the result of .petty departmentai jéalousies,

the gnrolred‘pensioners at Amhé?stbﬁfg fulfiiledvthe expecta-
tions of}%hoée‘who organized and-;ettled them. Those pensioners
at Amherstburg who received land on thé reserves even achieved

a degree of substantial prosperity. More than usual care -3eems
to have been.taken to ensur; this §uccess. It seems clear,
however, Ehat\had the pensioners -at Toronto, London,‘and Niegara
received their land grants, they %too may have obtained successes
to the same extén£. Tﬁg fact that these men and their families
remained landless must be thg en}oiled pensioner scheme's

greatest failure.

Fedie Lt



. CHAPTER VI

THE ENROLLED PENSIbNER SCHEME

AT AMHERSTBURG: PART II

Apart from improving the condition of the pensi;ners,
the aim‘in settling these veterans, at Amherstburg and the
other miliéary stations in Canada West, had been the enrolment
cf that force as =a substitute for the regular garrison. Reg-
ular garrison forces were removed from the pensioner stations,
ané in their places pensioners were enrolled. - Imperial, and
Provinciel authorities later, came to rely on the services of

these men.

-
Y

Unfortﬁnately, the first Impressions made by the
pensioners, particularly those at Amherstburg, did little to
suggest that fhey would he of great assistance to the military
end civil suthorities. While: | |

Great pains were tofﬁave been taken to select ‘men of good
character and of undoubted sobriety'. . . the air of the
Atlantic or the companicnship and Jolity consequent of

their voyage seems to have produced a change of habits.

. . at Amherstburg there is a great deal of irregularity.l

In the critical eyes of the Canadians, the bands of children
and bundles of household effects did much to detract from the

pensioners' military character.

115
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By June 1853, there were, at Amherstdburg, 2 8erjeant
Majors, 9 Serjeants, 8 Corporals, 2 Drummers, Fifers or Buglers,

and 98 Privates,. for a total enrolment cf 119 men.2 This force
-

remained ready to be called out for duty in case of c¢ivil or
military emergency. To maintain their military skills, drills
were held regularly each spring and fall.

In October 1853, sixty of the Amherstburg pensioners -
were ordered to Montreal tec act as & temporary police. Tulloch's

letter to the Secretary at Waer states in detail the Jjouraney of

these men.

. ... I think ff'my duty to call to your notice the rapldity
with whieh the services of ‘the Amherstburg pensioners were
placed at the disposal of the Montreal Authorities, though
they had to travel by Steam Boat, Railway, and weggon a
distance of nearly 700 miles. '

My letter Instructing the Qfficer to embark without delay,.
and directing him to proceed through the States with the
Pensioners in the dress of ecivilians he reéeived only on
Sunday, he embarked the Pensioners the following morning,
~and reported to me the arrivel of his Detachment afWontreal
on Thursday having accomplished the distance in half the
time it took for the Canadian Mail to bring his letter:
intimating to me from Amherstburg, tpe date of his leaving

that place for.Montreal.3
This duty, coming as it did at hafvest time, could have presented
real hardship to the pensioners at Amherstburg who had invested
much time and energy to the cultivation of their fields. This,

toc, was the time of the white fish run. Their services,

S BES
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nevertheless, were eagerly offered. In November 1854, & re-" :

quest for volunteers at Toronto resulted in sionf the -
Aﬁherstburg pensioners'being despatched. | |

In 1854, the usual spring military drills held in
May.were postponed, owing to Tullgch's remgining in Englénd
to welt for final instructions on the setéiement of the com-
pensation to the pensioners in Canadd West, and the enrolment
of the men at Bytown and Fort Erie.S Because Tulloch was
required to inspect.the men during these.drills, it was decided
to combine them with the fall period. A% Amherstburg, this

. A ]
irill was held beginning Monday, 9 AGctober 1854, at which time
the pensioners were assemhled at Fort Malden Bafraqks.

In 1855, it was decided %o again hold & single drill
period of twelve days qPration in the autumn. Aﬂ examination
of the 'Dailly Statement 6f Parades, &c., of the Enrolled
Pensioners at Fort Malden' provides some insight iqto_the
tyggs:and duration of these drills. |

. The énrolled peﬁsioners at Amherstburg were called
out for their twelve day period of hrill from 24 Qctober to
5 November 1855. (No parades were held onp 28 October 1855.)
During this time, the strength of the force varied from a low
of 119 men on October 2Lth, to a high of 126 from 30 October
to 5 Novembgr. Absentees during this period resulted from
sickness, leave, OY being in ga.ol.T The pey fdr the Amherstbgrg

. . 8 ‘
force during the -annual days of e;ercise amounted to £15 daily. :
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Although more often called out t& perform police
duties, thelenfolled pensioners' parades more closely resembled
those of military actions. The first duty performed by the
pensioners coqsisted of mustering and reading of the Royal
Warrant.‘ A tfpical day commeﬁced at eight in the mormning -
with manual, platocon, compan&, or battalion drill until ten.

. Afternoon drills usually covered similar duties and took place
bétween eleven and one; After this, the pensioners'were free
for tﬁé day.g ‘During inc¢lement weather the drills could be
held in the former Commissariat Storehopsefw This building was

-~

of & size that the whole of the Amherstburg enrolled pensioners

could be drilled within it.lo

Special parides during the‘lBSS exercise included
attending the funeral of a pensionqul on 26 October, anq the
inspection by the Military Superintendent, Lieutenant-Colonel

Lo Y, .
Tulloch, the following day. Thg final task of the pensioners

during their annual period of ‘duty consisted of an inspection

of arms, accoutrements, and clothing, end returning them to

store. It would appear from MajJor Donaldson's report of the

1

1855 drill that the men were model soldiers, abstaining from
'inattention or talking in the ranks', 'drunkeness or disor-
derly conduct', 'violence towards officer or non-commissioned

officer', and 'wilfully damaging or mgking away with arms,

- ' , 12 : - i
clothing or accoutrements'- - - !

USSP §
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The Amherstburg pensicners continued with these
drills on. a regular basis, in an effort to keep their military
skills sharp, until the termination of tﬁe scﬁeme. This duty
was taken sericusly by both the authorities and the pensioners.
It also has been reported that on the Queen's birtﬁday & re-—
view was held so long a5 a guard was mainteined, and on that
occasion each man received a sovereign.13

Although 150 penéioners were flaced on 'permanent
military duty' in Canada West during the fall of 1854, it was
decided not to mount a guard at Fort Malden. However, in 1856,
shen the threat of war with the United States was a very real
possibility, Provincial and military authﬁrities ré—evaluated
their decision. With no 'permanent duty' pensioners stationed
at: Fort Malden to raise the slarm, the fort and its armament;
could be seized in the event of a sudden attack before & suf-
ficiént force could be assembled to repel.the att;ck. Tulleoch
considered‘the situation 'risky'.lh
In his correspondence of 12 March 1856, Tulloch al-

luded to earlier difficulties in the Amherstdburg district.

. . . I am much more afraid of disturbances &t Fort Malden
as I remember 2 years ago the pensioners at an hours notice
had to be ‘called out & conveyed tc the County Prison at
Sandwich in consequence of the Sheriff at Detroit having
sent across to the Sheriff on the Canada side to give
notice that a number of Yankees intended the same night

to cross over and reszcue some friends confined in the

.
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Sandwich prison and he had not sufficient force to prevent

this.ls
Tulloch went on to state: "It was at this place I was nearly
shot going éarly one morning to visit the prison."16 Tulloch,

therefore, informed the Military Secretary-that if it was

considered necessary to em@loy men at Amherstburg, enrolled

17

pensioners might be found to do so;
Francis Retallack, Military Secretary to the Governor-
General, perhaps because of the above étatements, informed
Tulloch on the desirability of posting a Serjeant's Guard in
the fo;t-at Amherstburg for the protgctién ofkthe arms stored
there. This lefter, dated 22 March f856, aiéb informed Tulloch
that: "If fresh men are placed on permanent duty for this pur-
pose, it should be understood that their services may be/requiréd
for a limited periocd - say three months from this date;"la
The term 'fresh men' is key, for this would result
in an inerease in tlhe fpermanent duty' pensioner férce abové
the required limit of 150. Tulloch, in previous cor?espondgnéef

had stated: . '

If the General considers it necessary to place any men on
perﬁanent duty (es none are now employed) at Fort Malden

I presume the Provincial Govt. will have to pay the expense
if not it~ would come as a-charge by me agt. the Imperial

Govt.l9

The Imperial Government had long felt the_post at Amhersthurg

unworthy of increased defence expenditures, and it appears the

.
v ———
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Provincial Government concurred. Retalla ma;k it known that

it was the Governor-General's cpinion thdt it (would not te

necessary to continpe the services'gflthe Sefjeant's Guard
after they had comp}etedrtheir-thré;imogths duty.20 Tulloch,
therefore, ordered.fhe detachment‘of'pensioners cn 'perﬁanent
duty' at Fort Malden to be reduced on July first.al

-~ “'Tulloch, however,

considered it unadvisable to leave at present so large a
Barracks without some protection, and therefore, . . .

suggested to His Excellency that the Permanent Duty force
in the By Town District be reduced by one Serjeant and '

eleven Rank and File, and a like number placed on permanent

duty at Fort Malden.22

This argaﬂgement was approved, and a Serjeant's Guard was again
mounted at Fort Malden commencing August first;23 Later, this
guard was increased permanently by one privéte, to thirteen men,
effective the final quarter of lSST.Eh "It would appear, there-
fore, that the Government did not feel that it was unnecessary
to continue the detachment of pensioners on 'permanent duty'
at Fort Malden, only that additional pénsiou%;s were unneces-—
sary. |

The Serjeant's Guard at Fort Malden, save for its
last quarter, April through Jung’lSSB, wes under the command
of Serjeant Robert Lawson, late of the Royal Canadian Rifles.

~While Lawson had more than 120 men from which to choose his

guard, only 28 different pensioners were ever placed on

.
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'permaqenp.duty'. _Some of these pensiocners, such as, iohn
Brown, John Mears, Hugh Wishard, and Alex Black, served cnly
one quarter, while pensioners, Edward Tobin, William Farmer,
Stephen‘Walls, Patrick Ryder, Thomas Carney, Dennis Fowler,
James Malone, Thomas Sharp, William Smith, and William Wilson,

25

we}e regularly employed on this duty. Presumably, those

volunteers that served were the mosﬁ effective or efficient of
the men.

While on duty the men were paid by the province two
shillings sterling per day. SerjJeant Lawson received three
shillings daily. As an Added benefft during the period the
pensioners were on 'permanent duty', those pensioners actually
on duty, and their families, were attended tc by a.iocal doctor.
For medicine.and attending to these men and their families,

Dr. R. Reynélds of,Amhers£bhrg was given an allowance of 3d.
lgecal currency fo¥ each man, woman, and child. 'Wiéh an average
of better than 70 people to attend to, Dr. Reynolds received an
gl@pwance of roughly £12 per quarter.26 . f

h Other monies were expended hy th; province in the ﬁpkeep
of the pensiogérs. A '?ontingent allowance' of one shilling per
dey was granted to Mejor Donaldson for 'the detachment on 'perma-
neﬁt duty'.. Fufther sums were recé{ved for such varied &r£icles

a
as, fuel and light supplies for the guards, barrack repairs,

. 2
postage, telegraph messages, and other assorted sundries. T

RSN
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The early fear that the "pensioners would be employed
for impropef purposes, such as a partizan force at elections"28
became a reality at Amherstbung! During the 1857 election, the
pensioners from Foft Malden were ordered by MajJer Doﬁaldson to
attend the election and 'support Mr. R&hkin and the Government'.
ft was reported that pensicners were taien off guard duty and
dressed in civilian clothes to attend the nomination in favour
of Rankin. These men, as well as other of the pensioners, were

S

marched through Amherstburg to the steamer with SerJeant Major
' N .
. . 2 9

Taylor at their hesad.

"While the word 'Government' was c&upled with Rankin's

‘

name, the pensioners being led to believe that they were sup-
porting the Government, nearly as many pensioners offered their
votes for Rankin's opponent, Mr. MclLedd; 26 for Rankin, and 24

for McLeod. All the votes, except for, Taylor's who 'went and

veted in the Township' were refused, however, because the
3¢

-

pensioners paid no taxeé.
Responsible for guarding the post from sudden attack;

the 'permanent duty' pensioners' actual duties probably more

closely resembled those of custodians. However, in 1856,

Covernor-General'Edmund Head put forward a proposal to make

more effective use of the pensioners' military cgpabilities.

In the autumn of lBSh,rfolloﬁing the reduction of the three

companies of the Royal Artillery, Lieutenant_ﬁeneral Sir William
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Rowan had ordered the guns on the works to be dismounted but
not removed from all pests previously occupied by the Royal
Artillery.3l Head now suggested that "half a dozen Royal

Artillery gunners could instruct Pensioners or Militia Artillery-

men sufficlently to make the Guns available in case of attack."32
If Amherstburg is taken as a representatlive example,
this would appear to have,been a most Judicious move. An exami-

-
P P

nation of the returns at Fort Malden shows a number ofixensioners,
which included, Robert Purvis, Nathan Hagen, Johnson McCormick,
and Patrick Nevin, as having formerly served iIn the Royal

33

Artillery. Little instruction would then seem to have been

necessary. As well, the 'Return\of Magazines' for 1855 showed
twFort Malden with a considerable array of ordnance; four 24 pr.,:
three 12 pr., two & inch mortars, and-an 8 inéh howitzer.sh CIf
attacked, Fort Maldeﬁ would at least have had the guns and gunners
with which to defend herself. Such had naot been the case in 1813,

nor in 1837-38. It is not known, however, if the propossl was

acted upon.

r military responsibilifﬁes were accepited by the
ééns'oners. At least one of the pensioners at Amhersthﬁrg,
Serieant Major Joseph Taylor, playéd an active role in the
militia of the area, holding a commission inlthat force.35

Others were undoubtedly involved in tra{ning the new Volunteer

Force. Following the terminaticn of the enrolled pénsionef

a.
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scheme in 1858, many of the other pensioners, and their sons.
' -—/-_/ . .

later, Joié;d the militia. During the Fenian scare of 1866,

it was reported that:

The ©ld memhers of the veteran companies patrolled the con-
cessions and rcads surroundlng the towns, and the remainderx
of the volunteers and civilians stood ready to turn out

upon a moments notice.

. Desnlte their disbandment as & mllltary force, the Amherstburg
pensioners remained in the forefrognt of defence prepqratlons..

Although it hﬁé been agreed upon gf the time of the
Ordnance transfer discuss{ons in 1854 that the pensioners at
Amherstburg, Penetangulshene, and.Fort Erie were not to be
disturbed, provincial authorities later thoqgit it 'most desir-
able' that the commutation be extended to indiude these pensioners,
The Execu?ive Council, with thg/&ﬁproval of the Governor-General,
‘recomméndedhjhat the location'fights cf ‘21l the pensioners of
the province be boughf out on-the basis of an annuity allowance,
and compénsation for improvements, according to the printed.
conditions of'settlemen£.38 War Office of;icials belgeved,
howaver, that thls action would serlously affect 'in an injurious
manner', the rights and Lnt%;ests of thoses pensioners settled
on the reserves at Amherstburg, Penetangulshene, and Forthﬁrle,
éy disﬁossessing them, Rithout‘adeguate comﬁensation, of their

39

houses and allotments of land. The whole legal gquestion of

the pensicners' rights to these reserves appeared to be challenged.

37

IR T |

FRRCIIITY ST R VLT AR R



126

The question of the Ordnance Reserves set gside for
the pensioners at Amhersthurg proved to be a  particularly

contentious issue, John McEwan of the Windsor Herald stating

that the transfer of the Ordnance lands would be seriously
affected if the finest ani-most valuable portions of them were
ta'ye locked up by the occupation of military settlers,'uPOA'.
the pretence that they were necessary for defence;ho Expfegsing
an extreme viéwpoint on this whole question in an editorial

/in December 1855, Mr. McEwan ‘said:

At Anherstburg . . . there is, adjacent to the north side

of the town, a very large tract of bheautiful land - probahly
'1,0Q0 acres, upon which a score of small shanties have been
‘built, with an acre of groﬁnd attacﬁed to each. . . . That
éortion of the land not occcupied by the pe;sioners, is feﬁced
in, and the commandant in charge, we understand, uses what

he requires himself, and allows the inhabitants of the town
to use it as a pasture for théir cattle, upon paying himﬁ$2
per month for each head. This land ‘is valuable. If put

into thé market tomorrow every acre would be so0ld, and the

b1

population of the town increased'two-fold.
Major Donaldaon, Staff Qfficer of\Pensioners,.topk
exception to these statements, mofé particularly‘those which
affected his personal honour, those aécuaing him of appropriating
the vast-portion of the reserve for his own benefit and of
defrauding ﬁhe pensioners and townsfolk alike. In a spirite@
reply, he informgd the Herald ediﬁor that the reserve vasrnot f

. 1,000 'acres but 311, vhigh had béén ceded for the pensioners'

.
-

’
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use and benefit in 1851. The reference to ta score of small
shanties'~was‘diémisaed out of hand. Donaldscn noted that 20

. o .
. o - .
good, well huirtf%otpﬁgés,vwith two. acres each, had been erected.

He vyigorously denied.{he cleim that he charged. the citizens two
e~ = .
dollars per month for grazing their cattle. The commons was

\\' . .

used solely_by the stgff and pensioners for grazing, each paying

.

-

two dollars a head for the repair of fences, ditching, and

keeping 8 herdsman. Hajconcluded By informing the editor that

iﬁstructions.haq heen issged to the Government Sochltor to

enter an action agalnst th? paﬁerifor defamation pf character.h2
A poiﬁt which Donaldsolr did not ment_ion-, but should

have, was the pensioners' legal title to their land and cottages,

certaln sums being regularly deducted froﬁ'tﬁeir pensiOns to

pay for them. The prov1510n for resumptlon of the allotments
. )

¥ o .
by the Ordnance was simply & right of re-purchase. Thus, the

o

pen51oners had clear legal title to their land. Thehonly prop-—

erty in dispute was that 1and west of the Sandwich Road- immedi-

ately contiguous wlth the- fort.

The gquestion of this Ordnance land remained a delicate

-

issue at Amherstburé, witq.merqhants and townsfolk alike wanting

access to the reserve. Tﬁese feelings were relayed toc Ordnance
Langs %gent William°F. Coffin. John Pfin;e cited one case in
particular which was & Local irritant. -"Great c&mpiaihts have
ﬁ;en ... » made to e respecting the conduct ‘ﬁ‘MaJor Donaldson.

. . . they complaln that he has actually forbldden and prevented
v L
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the youth of this eancient town from enjoying their games of

!Hh3

cricket upon the reserve The townspeople of Amherstburg

Q .. - .
claimed a prescriptive right t?.the reserve, alleéing.it Was
J
enclosed by their consent, and partly at their expense, with

the understanding that they could enloy the free use of it.

f;TEk-pensioners, however, laid claim to this property as a com-
mons or grazing ground for their cattle.hh

Major Donaldson Had to undertake legal measures to
\ = -

settle the case after a riot bﬁdke out over tbe ownership of the
proplerty. On 4 November 1857, the Reeve of Amherstburg,.Thomas
Salmoni, acéompanied by a body of the inhabitants’, proceeded to

remove the fence enclosing the ground. Resisted by the pensioners,
! .

.2 conflict ensued, in which, however, no one was sericusly injured.
. »

Ls

The question of title was not settled in any way.

Attorney Genersl John A. Macdonald reporting the in-

cident to the Governor-General stated that:

It was open to the Reeve to remove a @orfion of‘fhe fence

in a peaceable manner for the purpose of courting an aétion
of trespass to try the title, but he was not Justified in
proceeding in the riotous manner described in the papers
submitted. On the other,hanq;thd conduct of MajJor Donaldson,
commanding the Pensionersglin g&llowing them to assemble for

the -purpose of resistence was highly injudicious.

. Lo~
Under instructions from the War Office, Macdonald cajfef an

action of trespass to be brought against the parties /who pulled.

\

“down the fencé.hT L : '

s b e pad
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.When the case came befqre the Court of Qudrter Sessiocns,
Donaldson soughf‘the advice of.b;rrister John O0'Connor. While
O0'Connor received £6L11;3 in counsel fees for two hearings, no
bill was charged to the Government, Donsldson presumeably having
recovergd the amount in the way of se‘btle-ment.ha It would appear,
however, that 6s. 6d. chafged for 'Refreshment to the Men who
ﬁefended the Rails' was not part of the se"ctlement:hg A\ ~
From later events, it is evident neither side gained
from the action for title was given to the Govern;:nf.so ﬁith
this, the pensioners' use of fhe reserve &as. a-grazing ground was
distontinued.Sl Much ¢f the land fronting Richmond Street and
the Sandwich Road was sold by-public auctlon at Amherstburg on
.l October 1860. The Government, however, had other plans for
ﬁuch of this land. On the‘termination 0f the enrolled pensioner
scheme, 1t planned to convert Fort Malden into a2 lunatic asylum.53
On 30 June 1858, the services of the 'permanent duty'

. . . L
bensioner force were terminated province w:.de.5 On Octecber Tth

-

of that year, the pensxoners were disbanded as an I%Eerlal force.55
Autherization had earlier been receLved to issue titles to all
those pensioners in possession of cottage lots on their disch&rge.56
‘In most cases, however, theéérwere not legally .conferred to the
Amherstburg pensioners until May-lSGO.ST

Preparatory to this, John A. Wilkinson, Provincial

Land Surveyor of the town of Sandwich, undertook a survey of

the cottage lots of the enrolled pensioners at Amherstburg.
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For this survey, Wilkinson employed pensioners Alexander
Wilkinson and Michael Connell as chainmen, and Edvard Tobin

and Michael Buckley as flagmen.58 Posts to mark the lots were
99

supplied hy Mr. Borrowman.

Wilkinson's survey plan and field notes tell much
v -\;

about the overall condition and appearance of the reserve at

Amherstburg inm 1858. On this plan, Richmond, Fort, St. Arnaud,

“ - i .
_and Williem streets were named; however, no names appear on
' ‘ : 5 X . 6
what are today ‘known as Balaclavafgnd Victoria streets. 0 It

—

may be assumed then, that these streets h%d not yet been named
by this late date. It, also, would appear that minor revisions
were made to the 1852 lot lines by Wilkinson; however, in all
61.

cases he attempted to disturb them as little as possible.

Although it had been: intimated, in 1852 by De Moleyn,

and again in 1855 by Donaldson, that the reserve had Q;gz\fully.

occupied and settled, the Wilkinson survey showed that not all
the l;th had cottages. Wilkinson recorded that, while Serjeant
Meek's cottage had burned down earlier, there were no cottages
on: Lot 19 claimed by Sampél Mapen, iot 29 claimed by Michael
Nowlan, Lot 56 claimed by Thomas McDonnel, Lot-6T claimed by
Patrick Conboy; Lot 68 claimed by Cornelius Burns, nor. Lot T0O

62 - -
claimed by Thomas German. ‘As 'well, no cottage, fencing, or

-

other iﬁprovements hed been made to Lot Number OQOne, thg_block
between Lot 31 and the cirecle called the Gun Range,'which was

claimed by Florence Sullivan.

et pahaE
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Other pensioners and their: families, however, had
shbgn inisiative and undeggakEn improvements., -Serjeank Major
Taylor was having a two-storey house built oﬁ.the block befween
Lot' 5 andléhe/éun Range,6LL and Thomaes Walsh had constructed =a

hY .
small stable on the road to the west of his lot.65 The earlier

i
statements }s to the neatness of appearance of the pensioners'
cottages and lots would seem justified by the Wilkinson report.

The Ordnance Reserve at Amherstburg was the last to

be transferred to the Province, being deferred by Donaldson who

did not wish to move from his quarters et an earlier time because

66

of the illness of a family menber. It was, therefore, not

until November 1858 that William F. Coffin, Ordnance Lands. Agent,

reported that he had received over the barracks at Fort Maldén,

and also all those other parts of the Qrdnance Reserves there, ’

as were not 'located by pensioners'.67 Coffin gbserved,
that the above works referred to are Earth works, transferred
to the Province'in‘suég_a state of disrepair as hardly to
make repair desirable. It would I believe, cost less to re-
build these works, if ever in the altered circumstances of
+the times, it should be deemed expedient to re-establish them
where they now stand, than to keep them in repair to meet a

remote and uncertain contingency.

., This assessment was probably Justified. A return prepared by

-

the Roy&l’Edgfneers Office in February 1860, elthough listing

.the state of the buildings as 'generally good', showed that their

}d

- g 6
value. had fallen® from over £11,000 to approximately £3,000. 9
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Major Charles Fortier, Assistant Adjutant General of

Militie, 9th Division, 'was appointed local Ordnédnce igentaat

¥

Ambherstburg. He was to "protect all buildings, fences &e¢. from

depraedation and .

. 0 ‘ . .
notn_ng."T In return for performing these duties, Fortier was

. to inférm [ Coffin] of any occurrence worth

to occupy the Commissariat quarters with its garden‘and grohnds
as & resldence, Ehereby saviné the Government $365 per annuﬁ,

sdhe salary of caretaker.Tl Fortier also had the temporary use

5of the wharf and storehouSe attached to the Commlssarlat quarters.
&e, however, was to glve these up whenever requlred without claim

T2

fOr compensatlon.

In general, Fortier's duties were not cnerous, being
limited mainl} to the collection of'rent for leased Ordnance
lands and buildings. In December 1858, however, a pehsioner
by thg naeme cf Dumford tock forcible possession aof a hquse on
the reserve, requiring Fortier to seek the services of S. §.

Maddonell, prominent lawyer and mayor of Windsor, to dispcssess

him.T3 . .

The position of Ordnance land§ keeper at Amherstburg
apﬁearsvto ﬁ&ve been most susceptible to political abuse. Fol-
loﬁfng the transfer -of the lands to the province, a mad scramble

.for the choicest lots and ﬁuildings ensue&. Prominent amongst
'thoée invelved in this rush were John McLeod, Arthur Rankiﬁ,

and Albert Prince, all at one time or another political office

e

.
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holders or aspirants., TIn Mey 1859, Theodore J. Park was. ap-
p01nted ‘in place of Fortier as Ordnance agent at Amherstburg.Th‘a
Johan McLeod,'frleqd and business*partner of Park, and then lqbal
member of theuﬁggislative Aésembly; was probably behind the ;-
appointment; Fortler had heen recommended by Arthur Rankln.Ts
\ For a tlme, part of the barracks continued to be

occuﬁied by the pensioners and staff.Ts- Serjeanf Major Taylor
was to remain in the barracks. untll his house was finished.
Serjeant Meek, the schoolmaster, was.alse to remain until further
instructions, presumahly until a new residence could be con-
structed,  his hav1ng previously burned.TT Those pgnsioners and
their families who had resiaed in the picket house and b;ockhouses
en Bois Blanc Tsland, notably Jchn Bonnet ani_Thom;s Jarmin, weré
required to-give up fheir T:Lo].d:‘_ngs‘.-’(8 fﬂé military reserve on
- Bois Blanc Island w;s 'at the- disposal of -the Government', and
was ‘'to be sold. These bensloners Presumably received compensatlon
and the four pound annuity.

B;fore Major Donaldson's removal from Amhersthurg to
the Ottawa Distrlct he had prlnted & farewell address, in whi;h
he endeaveoured to offer some last edvioce to the pensioners of

his command.

MY OLD FRIENDS

¥

. -

I take this mode of bidding you all farewell, and adding to
that farewell 'such Few words of advice as my former position

amongst you warrants ., -, .

e XN
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I éincerely trust you will ever retain the bonds of unity
and love amongst you, and let no petty feuds prevent you
from electing amongst yourselves such men to'represeht ygh
in the Council of the Township {sic] of Amherstburg, of
which you are now Citizens . . . '

Do not lightly dispose of the valuable gift Her Majesty
_has conferred on Yyou, your wives and your children, -- =8

comfortable and Independent Homestead . . .

Be sober, and cautiously beware of DEBT; many snares will
be set for you, now you are Landowners.

JITry alway; fo keep a little in store by jou, and in the
event of any neighpouring Lots being disposed of, you might,

by the purchase, add teo your Freehold.

Once more, my old Veterans, FAREWELL!T9

There remained yét one final task to perform to com- -L
plete the transfer. Some measure had to be devised to deal with
the guns left at Fort Malden. .A return prepa;ed at the time
Coffin took 1harge of the propérty there listed & sizeable quan-
tity of brdnance.aud ammunit?bn at Fort ‘Malden. These included,
four 24 pr., three 12 pr., two 8 inch mortars, two 18 pr. cerron-
ades, and one_ﬁhinch howitzer. In addition, there were over
3,000 rounds of shot and c¢common shell for these guns.80 It, how-
ever, did not aﬁpear by the Transfer Act that it was intended
that these guns should accompany the lands, nof did. Coffin, in
his capacity as Ordnance Laﬂda Agent, have any means of taging
proper charge of t@em. In-a letter to the Military Secretary,
Captﬁin'ﬁetallack, Coffin outlined the prohlems of leaving then

uncared for at the, post.
/
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If uncared for, nor cleaned, nor® painted, in the ﬁsual way,
they will soon become rust eaten and unserviceable. Many
of them are valuable pleces and all are British national
arms and should not be exposed to risque, however remote

of subserving in the event of hostile irruption, to the
exaggerated self-glorification of any enemy. It would be

better, W 6ink them in the River or in the Lake than ‘to

. 8
tempt suchera catastrophe. 1

. As a result; detailed instructions were sent from the War Office
early in 1859 for the'removal of the guns and ammunition into
storaée.

It was therefore not until the spring of 1859 that the
transfer was compléted. Captain Waller, Brigade Major of Artillery,f
and one serjeant.were dispatched in May 1859 to supervise a care-
ful inspection of the guns, shot, agd shell, and to éﬁpervise
thelr removal; Instead of conveying gunners, Waller was granted
the authority te hire labourers when necessary for shifting guns
and assisting ‘to gauge shot.82 At Amherstburg, pensioners, pre-
sumably, would have performed this duty. Only those articles

-t which were serviceable and available for future use were to.be
removed. Those condemned were to be offered for sale, provided
fair prices could be ohtained. The guns, before being socld,
were to be rendered incapable of use by having a.trunion knocked

»

off.83 George Gott obtained one of the cannons for the town at

84

.the time théx vere being removed from the fort to bhe broken up.

For many years after the termination of the enrolled
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pensioner scheme, the pensioners made their presence in

Amherstburg felt. In general, they were -remembered as

quiet respectable men who. still clung to the habit of
keeping themselves and their accoutrements clean, going
t¢e church every Sunday, gett}ng drunk occasionelly - con-

sidering it treason to vote other than 'Tory' - and

calculating time from 'pension day‘.ss

Some became hotelmen, farmers, shop;eepers,and clerks, Srewers,
blacksmiths, and many other trades énd dallings. Private John.
Hurst, pensioner, late soldier in the Royal Canadian Rifle
Regiment, and formerly of the 88th Regiment, went to ﬁork and
live with the Reverend‘F. G; BElliott, Episcopal Minister at

. h 86 L N .
Sandwich, as servant. Pensioner John Bonnet, in 1866, was an

-

employee in the Park Street Brewefy of James Wilderspin;

William T. Wilkinson, son of Colour Serjeant James Wilk;nson,

was a member of #he first town council of Amherstburg, and '
eventually ‘-becanme Warden of Eésex County in 1903.88 Many of

the pensioners and members of their families-found_empioymént

at the Malden Lunatic Asylum; John Meek, the formeraschoolmastér

becoming clerk of the institution.,89 ‘The majﬁrity, however,
continued to live solely on their pensions and two acre fafm lots.90
Féllowing the termination of the pensioner scheme, the
pensioﬁers.;eceived their pensiocn payments in the Prince Albert -
Hotel on Murray Streeﬁ, vhich was run by Serjeant Jokn Conroy.
& . ’ .

The paymaster at this,time was Colonel Lee of London.9l Ser)eant

Meek acted as clerk to the-paymaster on gquarterly pension day.
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For se%eral years after the removal of Major Donaldson, Captain
Doherty was magistrate.and half-pay officer 'at Amhers.thurglg2
In January 1879, ﬁhe place of payment was changed to
the pqlice office on Dalhousie Street, ':ehent regulations! :

having been passed which prohibited payments being made in a

hptel.93

By 1881, the.plaée of payment had shifted to the town
hall, and MpJor Hesketh was pgyméstér.gh
April Lth, lBBh; waé thé_iast date onivhich ﬁhe pen-
sioners were baid in person by fhe paymaster, MajJor Hésketh, who
.retired in that year. By that tiﬁe the number‘of pensioners had
“‘dwindled to 34, and the expensé of sending a Staff Officer was
ne longer warrented. Aftér that date, the surviving pensioners
were paid by mail from Halifax; Each of the survivors was
issued an identity card which contained a récital of his service,
pension rate, and physical description. One‘such document be-
longing to Bernard Fipacaﬁ recorded that he was entitled, to a
pénsion‘of a shilling a day, that he was then 78 and twoLtwelfths
Years of age, and in the ssace reserved for>hair coibur it

stated that this old veteran's hair was 'turning grey’.g5

* ‘
*1_ By- the 1890s, few of the former enrolled pensioners

remained. ngor Donaldson, who had become Staff Qfficer of

Pensionefs in the Qttawa District after leaving Amherstburg, died

3 January 1865.96 Serjeant Major Taylor passed away suddenly,

28 January 1878, from an ‘inflammation of the lungs'. The

-

a
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Amhersthburg - Echo reported: "Few persons in town would he more

-
missed than will this kind, doufteou; 0ld gentleman, few pass

away possessing a greatéf measure of the respect of his fellow

n97

ci;izens than he. An active member of the Masonic fraternity

for nearly 52 years, his fﬁneral was attended by his fellow
Masons en masse.

When an old soldier died, which happened with increasing
frequency as the years passed, the pensioners had available a
bu%ial fund which was used to purchase a keg of' liguor,: tobacco,
clay pipes, and cheese, to proberly 'mourn' their fallen comrade.
This fund had been assessed agaiqst them each pa& day by the
staff officer.98 In 18756, a‘heavy loss to the‘pengioners was
suffered when John Conroy made-off with $150 of this fund. This
money had been entrusted to him by his father who haﬁ been
%reasurér of the Funeralry Association before 'his death.?g It
was later reported, however, that Mrs. Conroy accounted to the
pensioners the full amount of the burigl fﬁnd entrusted to hef
husban&.loo

-Aloﬁg‘#ith the departure of the pensioners from ﬁ;is
world, many of the bulildings that had become .associated with the
earolled pensioner scheme‘begaq to disappear from thé;Amherstburg
scene. The Commissariat Storehouse, which had ﬁeén tﬁ%ﬁcause of

many of the problems experienced at Amherstburg, burned to the

ground on 15 February 1865, taking with it some 37 barrels of

<
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whisgey and other stores, for altotal loss of four thousand
dollars,lOl The}old Artillery. Barn, the school housé for the
peasioners' childreﬁ; was razed in:later years by Malcolm
McGregor; . Most of the stone of t%é lower floor was incorporated
ip a stone fence on the prol:erty.lo2 Many of the pensioners’
cottages diséppeared, as wgll, being replaced by more modern
homes and buildings. ”Two; however, have been restored to their
original appe;rance. One of.these'ishiqcated at Fort Malden
National Historic Park, and the other is found behind the Park
House Museum %n the King's Navy Yard Park, Amhersthurg.

The 2nrolled pensioner scheme at Amherstburg had

proven successful. ‘" Valuable land, employment for themselves

and families, and a certain market for their produce, were

obtained by the pensioners. In return, they provided a military— -

police presence in the area. Although some ill-feelings on the
part of the townspeople had been exhiblited, chiefly as = result

of the penéioners being brought in to live on prime land, the

pensioners later hlended in well, and there was a fair amount fz

of intermaériage between their families and the origiﬁal town
membets. Many local residéntswtoday qén'trace their families
back to the pensioners:l The settlément at Amﬁers;burg was an
outstanding example of the enrolled pensioner scheme #hich

worked as intended, an exception, unequalled by similar schemes

elsewhere in the province.

-
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CONCLUSION

More than 130 years have passed since the introduction

of the enrolled pensioners onto Canadian soil. As one of the

S
f

sglient features of an Empire~wide plan to withdraw thé\regular

A} . N ~ ’
garrison forces from the colonies, the enrolled pensioner ;Fheme

was introduced in Canada West by Earl Grey of the Coloniﬁl éf%ice,

! /
and carried into effect by the War Office, in an effort to rgﬁuce

military éxpenditﬁres; From an economic viewpoint, the sc£eme
was the most cost efficient option availablelto the British and
C;n@dian'Governments, Qith fhe poésible exc;ption of no sécurity
force a£ All.

By subwtituting the enrolled pensioners for the regular

garrison forces in the colony, & double savings was achieved.

The enrolled pensioners tould;not only man the scattered out- /

posts more cheaﬁiy than regulars, but the use of pensioners

would direet part of their pension payments into productive

l\; . .
channe}s. The scheme, therefore, had the advantage of costing

almost nothing, while, nevertheless, making available a force

»

through which British military ohligations could be met. This

seemed an attractive plan, but also & complicated one.

As a leading featﬁre of the plan, the pensioners were

offered a residence and small allotment of lafd on the Ordnance

Reserves near the towns where their military services were

r
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required. By utilizing the Ordnance. Reserves, military settle-

~ments more. efficient than any vet. attempted might he formed.

It was hb%ed that this mpasure.#ould'uitimately prove.to be of

g#dvantage both-to.these 0ld soldiers and the secﬁrity.of t@e‘

province. ‘ : | '
From the War-Off;ce's point of view, the Ordnance X

Reseryés,formed an obvious source. of Roientiai land grants. '

Located at all the military stations, they had béen set aside

for military use since the establishment of the province. The

enrolled pensioners couldlbe giveﬁ smd1l holdings o¢on these

reserves, where their staff officers could watch over them and

easily assemblé them fé} duty.

Naturally, however, Ordnance Department officia}s

were loath to see their power eroded by tHe grant of this land

- oy

ﬁo the pensioners. Consequently®, the pensioners were forced to
sit in barrack rooms while rival governﬁent deparfments argued
over policy. Without ;and, the  plan was doomed to fail. The
inability of the enrolied-pensioner7 Eo establish themsglves
on tné Ordnance Resérves as originally planned gg; the most
obvious failure of the 5cheﬁe. | i

‘Hovever, thosé pensioners Who.receivéd:land on the
military reserves, nab&bly those at Amherstburg, sucg;e&ed as

’ ) ) M .
military colomists. ‘Valuable land; employment for themselves

and families, and a certain market for thgir produce, were \\\i\\
) . '
readily ohtailned.

Some even athieved a degree of substantiel
) i
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pgoesperity. Much of this. success can be attibuted only %o

o —their gfficers’ genuine concern for thewh and their families.

The settlement at Amhgrsthﬁrg serves}»therefore, &s an out—

’

stending ekample of the enrolled pensierr scheme, an exception&\\

1} , .
unequalled hy similar schemes elsewhere in the province. I%

seems clear, howewer, that had the pensioners at Toronto, London,

and Niagara received thelr land grants, they tco -may havé ob-

tained successes to the same extent as those at Amhersthurg.

-

Nevertheless, they and their children, no doubt, contributed
to the urban development of the province. - ' K

The chief aim in settling the enrolled pensioners

-
1

agd their families on the Ordnance Reserves in Canadd West had
been the enrolment of”tha£ force of veter;ns ag a substitute
for the reguiar garrison forces of the_éolony. The enrolled
pensioners certainly achieved this strgﬁegiq'aim. The Imperial

Government, in part facilitated by Tulloch's énfolled ensicners,
1 P 1 S . P

was able to reduce the number of reguiarh stationed in Canada,
L4

a:
.

cutting overall Canadian defen'ce cost's, without abandoning iys
obligation of providing milifary security to the colony. While
these Wwere not permanent withdrawals or saving , they were,.in
view of the Crimean W;r, a timely conﬁributio éo Britain's
military strength. The enrolled pensioneré, therefore; served
as an important element in cclonial defence plans.

Along with the -Imperial use of the.enrollq& pensioners,

this force of veterans also figured prominently in t’he schemes

.~
-
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of the colany. Pensioners were employed on numeroﬁs occasions
‘by.thg local government to. assist it. with police work, countering
ricts and moﬁ actions throuéhout the United Pr&vince of~Canadﬁ.

" Their role, as/catalyst in the formation of thg Canadian Vol;nteer
Force, has until this tiﬁe bheen ovérlooked; Pensioners were
éonsidefed essential for the occupation of military posts at‘\
which regular or militia forges were unavailable. The pensio;ers,
therefore, served as an importahf interim mflitary force; Many
were ;mployed in drilling the new Canadian Volunteer Militia,

end others held commissions in that force. The pensioners thus
contribdited, more thgn has generally been‘ﬁéalized, to the early
development -of the native Canadian defence forces.

Thq_sﬁlection and implemenfation 4¥f the enrolled

pensioner scheme seems, therefeore, to have been Justified. BRe--

<

ductions in iﬁperial defenqe.expenditgres were realized, an

interim military - police force wes offered to the province, anﬁ

a new and poséibly better life-was given to the old solﬁiers.
Everyone, the'imﬁerial Government, the province, and the pensioners,

had benefited.

I -
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APPENDIX A

THE UNIFORM AND ACCOUTREMENTS OF

.
THE ENRCLLED PENSIONERS OF CANADA WEST

No examples, and few details, of the uniform of the

-

enrolled pensioners of Canada Wes$ exisp today. As a result,

there is much speculation about their uniform and éccoutrementé.
What followénis an interpret;tiomg based on vgrious;gieces of
information which were acquired during the research of this
thesis, and which represent a most careful search of archival,
museum, and secondary sources in Canada. Hopefully, it ;ill
invoke comment and criticism frbm othé:s who heve further in- |

formation or evidence.

The enrolled pensioners of Canada West, under the

terms of enrolment, were to be provided with & uniform consi%ting

of a frock coat, coatee, pair of trousers, and cap, to be worn

only when on duty, and which would he renewed if found necessary.

In the event of the death of the pensioner or his removal from

S

the force before the expiratién period of the issued.clothing,

it was to revert tq the public, to bg.@adé,gvailable for his

e e
et
~ .

successor. Each pensioner, on beiné apprdved for service, was
alsc to receive £1, t¢ be applied under the direction of his

officer 1in providiné him with a faﬁigue Jacket, pair of hoots,

1ks
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‘two shirts, two paif of socks, and one stock, which he was're—
q;ired to keep up himself without any further issue of mqney.l
The Staff Officers of Pensioﬁers probably continued to wear the
uniform of the regiment in vhich‘they last served.

Specific details of- dress and eguipment of fhe enrolled
pens%oners in Canade West have not been discovered. The official
lettér outlining the conditions of service specified only that
the pensiongfé were to receive similar arms and equipment to
those of the enrolled force iIn thé‘United Kingdom.2 A War Office
estimate of 1843, made for the guidance of staff officers in the

. ‘

United Kingdom, had stated the uniform would probably consist of

a double breasted blue frock-coat with red cuff and collar, -
loosely fitting so as to be capable of being worn over the
men's civilian Jacket in cold wéather,.dark grey trousers

with a red stripe similar to those worn by Seppers and Miners,

and & black cloth forage cap with red band and brass star.3

In that country, privates were armed with muskets and bayonets,

and the serjeants with swords and caﬁalry carbines adapted to

infantry Service.h : L

It mey be presumed that the pensioners of Canada West,
and more particularly those at Aﬁ%ersthurg'and Penetanguishene,
were equipped similarly to those in thelUnited Kingdom, clothing
and equipment for 500 men being in readiness to be sent out with
tﬁe first detac%ment, and instructions beigg issued. by the

Ordnance Department for arms being supplied from the Ordnance

2 .

f/"\



1h7 : ' .

Stores at Montreal, however, no deteiled record has been found.5

Although not included in the specified pensioners' kit, it is

known that a .small supply of 'old‘great coats' was issued for
) 6

the use of the pensioners aboard the ship Hope. The enrolled

pensioners, in general, however, had to make do without winter

clothing.T Ultimately, the arms and uniform of the enrolled

pensioners in Canada West rested upon\their availability in

e

C%padian Ordnance Department stores.
The uniforms of enrolledlpensioders elsewﬁere in
British North America would appear to have differed, if not in
v
cut at least in, colour, from that described in the 1843 estimate.
The uniform of é?e pensioners at Fort Garry after 1848 was
described as"dafk gréen with crimscn f&cings'? whilé that of a

party of pensioners from the garrison of Newfoundlgnd who arrived

in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, in May 1855, was described

as being made of 'gfgen cloth with bhlack facings', and their arms

?

éonsisted of 'short rifles and sworqs'.

A possible clue to the nature of the pensioners' uniform

in Canada West has been found in the receipts for;the '"permanent
duty' force. Running tﬂroughout the quarterly returns are bills
submitted for 'alteration of clothing on Joinidé the Permanent
Duty Force‘.lo Were the green uniferms of tﬁe Royal Canadian
Rifles, in which many of the pensioners had previéusly served,’

altered to more closely resemble the uniform of the enrolled

pensioners of the United Kingdem? Or, were the uniforms, as

~

Al



1L8.

-

worn by the enrolled force in: the United Kingdom, ;ltered in

some way to reflect Canadian sefvice?‘ The answer ié not known,

butithe questions perhaps suggest the correct explanation.
With‘the fq;mation of the 'permanent duty' force

during the fall of i85h, the énrqlled pensioners were issuéd

159 neﬁ great coats at Provincial Government expense.ll These

were probably the universal pattern, grey, double breasted,lgreat

coats, as worn by the Royal Canadian Rifles.12 As well as these

ngaﬁ coats, small numbersg of buffalo rope coats were supplied

at Provineial Government expense to those pensioners doing sentry

dufy at wvarious of thé 3tations.l

On T October 1858, Lieutenant Colonel Tulloch, .
Suberin?endent of Pensioners in Canada; "disbanded the Enrolled
Pension Ccmpanies as aﬁ Imperial, Force, and gave the Men their

w1l

clothing. The arms and accoutrements issued out of the

Ordnance Stores in Canada to the pensioners in 1851 were forwardegd

15

tc the Military Store Keeper at Kingston. At Amherstburg, this

equipment consisted of 140 stand of arms with 12 serjeant's swords,
as well as, ammunition pouches, pouch belts, frogs, and waist belts,
for approximately 160 men; Also included were two drums and two )
fifes, and one case of breast plates and spares.ls Similar
equipment, differing only in quantities, waﬁ returnad from the

other stations. No objections had been raised to tﬂe clothing

being issued to the men for their own use, because it had been

SN
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worn for the prescrihed period and it was not intended to send,

out any further pensioners.lT",Herein lies the reason no -enroclled
pensioner uniforms are known to. exist today. These cast-off
uniforms were probably worn by. the men as work dress until ﬁhey

became rags and were then thrown out.

)



. APPENDIX B
ENROLLED PENSIONERS. AT AMHEBSTBURG';

4t least 126, and probably mo}e, enrolled pensioners

. were stationed at Fort Malden. What follows is & list of those

who it has been confirmed were part of the establishment there,
giving the pensioner's name, former regiment or service, and the

reference for this information.

v

NAME FORMER REGIMENT . REFERENCE

OR SERVICE

Michael Audley ' f0th. Foot 1, 2,

John Beatty LTth Foot ' 2.

Alexander Black ) R. C. R. R. 7 1, 2, 3, L.

John Bonnet : 69th Foot 5.

John Booth R. C. R. R. -1, 2, 3, k.
; -« . ,

John Bowles ~ R. C. R. R. * 2.

Bernard Brady . R. C. R. R. ; 1, 5.

Terrence Branagan’ R. C. R. R.- l,_2.

John Brooks , R. C. R. R. 2.

John Brown ' R. C. R. R. , 1, 2, 3.

John Brown . 63rd Foot 1, 2.

Michael Buckley : R. C. R. R. ' 1, 2, b.

150

ey ——



N,

151"

- FORMER REGIMENT

NAME REFERENCE
 OR SERVICE

Cornelius Burns R. C. R.-R 1, 2, k.
'?homas Carney (Carnay) R. C. R. R 1, 3, &,
Micheel Carroll R. C. R. R 1, 2, b,
William Caur (Carr) ‘ 86th Foot 1, 2, 4,
Patrick Conboy R.- €. R. R 2, &
Micheel Connell 5th Foot 3, 4
Farrel Conrocy - Unknown L,
Peter Conroy R. ¢. R. R 1, 2, 4
Francis Cox . 63rd Foot 1, 2,4
Thomes Cfaig 65th Foot 1, 2, &
John Crimmins 95th Foot 1, 2
James Cunniff 88th Foot ” 1, 2, 4
~Tfmogny Curley R, C. R. R. 1, 2,k
Patrick Delmore R2 ¢. R. R. 1, 2, 3,
John Doran (Dolan) R. C. R. R. 2, b4
Bernard Dornan Unknown L.
Francis Donnelly R. C. R. R. 1, 2
John Donnelly Unknown b,
William England Unknown - L,
’William.Farmef 88§h Foot 1, 2, 3,
Bernard Finnucane {(Finucan) 95th Foot 1, &
Thomas Fitzgerald blst Foot

P T SN
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'
3

NAME : FORMER REGIMENT : . REFERENCE

. OR SERVICE #£

James Fitzpatrick . . Unknown ‘ Q.

John Fizzell ‘ R; c. R. R. 2.
‘William Flemming ~ 36th Foot 1, 2, b
Patrick Flynﬁ (Flinn) g8th Foot 1, 2,'h;
William Flynn ' ' | 8L4th Foot _ " 3, 4.
. Dennis Fowler R. €. R. R.- 1, 3, 4.
_Thomeas Gerﬁan Unknown .i - b
Thomas Gibhins (Gibhons) R..C. R. R. 1, b,
Nathaniel Hagen‘ - Royal Artillery 1, 2, k.
Williem Hales © 2nd Foot Gu;rds 3:

John Hall - 33rd Foot 2. /
John Handcock (Hancock) o R. C. R. R. /////’/\\‘83\&; ‘ﬁ
Patrick Haye-s . R. C. R. B 1, 2.’\

—

John Healy 15th Fgot ' 1, 2.
John Hobley 7 ﬁ. C,. R. R. : 2, k4,
Williem Howe _R. C. R. R. 1, k.
John Hugh . R. C.' R. R. 2.
Ricﬁérd Hyde Sgth Foot 1, 2, k4,
fhogés Jarmin | " 36th Foat ' 2.

_John Kavanagh " lst Foot . 1.

John Keenans 83rd Foot ’ 2.

Crawford Kennedy . o R. C, R. R. 1, b,

- ——
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.
NAME j - FORMER. REGIMENT REFERENCE
: ~ §R SERVICE '
John Kerr (Carr) -nd-F00£ 1, 2, b,
RobertiLawson Cr R. E. 3
John Lyons th Foot 1, 2
Thomas McAiar C. R. R. 1, 2
Johnson MecCormick (McCorhack): Royal Artillery . i, 2, b..
John MeCrudden _ . 59th Foot h . i, 2.
Thomas McDonnell . Unknownk L,
James McDowall ) R. C. R.YR. 1,'2.
William MecGregor Unknown L,
Philip McKernan R. C. R. R. 1, 2, L,
Patrick Madden . - Unknown | L,
Philip Maguire (McGuire) . 9th Foot . 3; k.
Patrick Malley , ‘ 83rd Foot 1.
Jemes Malone | R. C. R. R. ' 1, 2, 3,
John Meloney - Unknown .h.
Thomas Maycroft _~ Unknoun L.
! e

John Mears 36th Foot. 1, 2, 3,
Jth Meek R..C. R. R. 1, h.'
Jemes Mélerick 59th Foot 1.
Samuel Mepham (Mapen) " R. C. R. R. 1, 2, b,
John Moloney (Méloney) 83rd Foot . 1, 2, h;

Patrick Moran - - 13th Foot 1, 2, h.
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- ‘ FORMER REGIMENT
NAME REFERENCE -
- OR SERVICE
William rphy - , 62nd Foot 1, 2.
Chafles Murray : 21lst Foot 1, 2, b,
George Nagle R. C. R:;R. 1, 2, 4.
Patrick Nevin Royal Aftillery 1, 2, b.
Michael Nowlan L . Unknown. k.
Cﬂarles 0'Connor ‘ : <l313thot ‘L, 2, 3,
Gordon O;Neil ﬁ. C; R. R. 1. ' >
John Patterson-(Paterson) "R.'C. R. R. 1, 2,_&.
Robert Pocock R. C. R. R. 1, L.
o Mathew Pollard o . 28th Foot 1,2, y{
‘ John Porter - . ‘R." C. R. R. 2.
John Pugh R. C. R. R. 1, k.
Robert Purvis Royal Artillery 1, 2, .4,
Daniel Quinl : 56th Foot 1, 3, k.
Jemes Quinl\i - . 95th Foot 1, 2, L.
Samuel Riley R. C. R. R. 1, 2, L.
\\\\///Tﬁghgs Rour ) 36th‘F?ot 1, 2, kb
Ja;;s Ryan ~49+h Foot 2.
Patrick Rydelr (.ide;) " 4th Dragoons 3.
\\;Brice Samp Ve ‘ ’ Sﬂth Foot ’ 1, 2, 3,
Thomas Sharp R. C." R. R, 1, 2, 3,
William Smith ' _' ﬁ. C. R. R. 1; 3, k.,
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v

FORMER REGIMENT

NAME REFERENCE -
. OR SERVICE
John Spencer R. €. R. R. 2.
_‘Qilliam Spinks Unknown k.
“
Samuel Stewart R. C. R. R. 1, 2, &
James Sullivan St. Helana Corps 2, &,
William Sullivan " 537d. Foot 1, 2, 4
Edward Sweeney R. C. R. R. 1, 2.
f\ . . .
Michael Tansey 36th Foot 1, L.
Joseph Taylor 1st Foot 1, 2, b.*
L
Peter Teehan (Seehan)] 88th Foot 1, 2, 3, bk
. L4 .
"Dennis Tighg R., C. R. R. 1, 2._
Edward Tobin 22nd Foot 2, 3, &
v . “
Thomas Tomlinson R. C. R. R.” 1, 2, 3,-
. -
" George Trussel Royal Marines 2.
Joseph Viney R. C. R. R. 1, bl
Stephen Walls Rifle Brigade 2, 3, b
Efgﬂge Walsh 9th Foot 1.
John Walsh (Welsh) 2kth Foot 3, 4o~
Thomas Walsh Unknown by, -
James Wilkinson R. C. R. R. 1, 3, &4
¥ = \ ”
William Wilsom © R. C. R. R 2, 3, b4
E-LWisﬁart%ft} R. C. R. R 3, k.
rﬁ ’ R. C. R. R o 1,2, b
D - N

oy



156



ENDNOQTES.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Besides the standard bibliographic and archival short

forms, the following abbreviations have been used in the endnotes.

L. A. C. A. C. - Local Archiﬁectural Conservaticn Advisory
Committee : ' -

MG - Manuscript droup

PAC - Public Archives ;f Canada

PAO - Public Archives of Ontairio

R. €. R. R. ;-ﬁoyal Canadiaanifle Regiment

RG - Record Groﬁp

WO = War O0ffice
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Inid., RG 9 I1C5, Vol. 29, passim.

Ordnance Returns, Copy of a report of Col. de Rottenhurg,
Adjutant’ General of Militia on the retention 6f the. Pen-

sioners on permanent®tuty, 14 January 1856.
:

Ibid,.
PAC, MG 13, WO 1, Vol. 565, pp. Loo-401, unsigned, undated.
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Efficiency of Pensioners in.Amherstburg District:
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Cgmmu?ed' 1 o 3
ensioners

Tulloch, pp. 12-13, 37T.
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Ibkd., WO 1, Vol. 564, p. 303, Naval, Ordnance, and

Commissariat Establishments and Expen&iture.

Tbid., p. 308.

L
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" Qfficers of Pensioners, 31 January 1851. '
Ibia.

Ontamsio, Public Archives (hereafter cited PAO), Map Col-
lection, -B<1, Am¥erstburg, Canada West, Cottage Lots of

Enrolled Pensioners on Military Reservet See Plan D.
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. 28 Ibid,, MG 13, WO 28, Vol. 269, pp. 341-342, General Orders
. ’ \ . ’
‘Hos. 3 &4, 5 June 1852. ‘
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Taylor Papérs, Account Book, 3 October 185k4; . Ibid., 5
October 1854. '

34 PAC, RG 8I, Vol. 502, pp. 84-B5, Extract.of a letter from
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Vol. 567, p. 142, -unsigned to G. Butler, 2 January 85k ¢

37 Ibid., RG 8T, Vol. 502, p. 231, R. Bruce to Major Rowan,
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39 TIbid., Vol. 503, pp. 4L-45, J. Wood to Respective Officers,
Montreal, 10 April 185k,

Y
. 4 : -
4o 1Iwid., RG 9 IC5,.Vol. 28, n. p., Casuagqﬁepairs to Buildings

occupied by Enrolled Pensicners, 9 Sepféember 1856.
’

41 " Tpid., RG 8I, Vol. 1407, p. 1Lk, Colonel M. Dixon to J. F. »
Burgoyne, Inspector. General of Fortifications, 5 July 1853.

L2 Ibid., MG 13, WO 55, Vol. 886, p. 66, G. Butler to J. F.
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Ibid., - RG B8I, Vol. 502, pp: 105-109, J. D. G. Tulloch to
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Ibid., p., 145, G. Butler to Respective Officers, Montreal,
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Ibid., p. 140, R. Rogers to J. D. G. Tulloch, 18 April 1852.

Ibid., J. D. G. Tulloch to R. Rogers, 6 May 1852. .

Ibid., Vol. 567, p. 161, C. Trevelyan to H. Merivale, 28
February 1853.
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Ibid., p. 136.

Ibid.
Ibid.,
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Ibid., RG 8I, Vol. 502, pp. 102-103, J. S. Elliott to Lt.

General Commanding, 20 January 1853.
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VITA AUCTORIS
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