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A Report on Participation in the SVCA Program
in the Ben Tre Province, Vietnam

Machiko SUZUKI

Abstract

The author participated in a volunteer program from August 2 to August 9, 2015,
sponsored by the Support of Vietnam Children Association (SVCA), a non-
governmental organization (NGO).

The SVCA was established 25 years ago, when Akemi Bando launched support
activities in cooperation with her friends in the wake of her visit to Vietnam, where
she found children in Vietnam in a very miserable situation, with poor educational
opportunities and lacking medical and welfare services. The SVCA’s activities,
which were started in the Kansai region, have been continued to the present day and
have spread nationwide. SVCA-registered members can be found in various parts
of Japan. The purpose of this visit was to provide cooperation in staff training at
the Disabled Children’s Development Support Center, which was just established at
the request of the Ben Tre Province.

The SVCA'’s activities during this visit are presented in this paper to give a brief
outline of the visit.
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