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Actual State of Elementary School Environmental Education
in Tidal Flats and Support for it

Hiromi TANAKA

Abstract

Nowadays, great importance is attached worldwide to the conservation of
biodiversity, and wetlands and tidal flats in particular are regarded as significant
wildlife habitats. As large areas of tidal flats have been reclaimed in Japan, the
remaining tidal flats represent valuable habitats. The environmental conservation
and utilization of tidal flats in the future is a great challenge. Against this back-
ground, this paper discusses environmental education using tidal flats. Based on an
interview survey about elementary school environmental education in tidal flats that
was conducted in six regions around Japan, learning activities and support systems
for environmental education have been examined. The study results have revealed
the current environmental education at each grade level, preferred environmental
learning programs, actual support provided by environmental conservation groups,
teaching materials commonly used, and a problem with access from activity centers
to tidal flats.
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