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Abstract

Kindergarten curricula are designed to encourage children to naturally learn
music through everyday activities centered on playing as prescribed for the field of
expression in Japan’s Educational Guidelines for Kindergartens. In the revised 2008
Educational Guidelines for Elementary Schools, the phase “basic ability in musical
activity” was added. The term “expression,” which appears at the beginning of the
objectives in the Educational Guidelines for Elementary Schools, is not an ability
considered to be picked up from everyday life or comprehensively as it is in
kindergarten. Kindergarten students learn music by mimicking during play.
When they start at elementary school, they engage in advanced musical learning
with more specific objectives designed to develop their ability to play musical
instruments based on listening and imitating. Students then learn how to read
music. First-grade music textbooks are unique introductory study materials that
support learning in the basics of music reading.
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