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ABSTRACT 


Test ing of S i t e  41BX679 along Farm t o  Market Highway 2696 i n  Bexar County, 

Texas, t o  determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lus ion  wi th in  t h e  National  Reg i s t e r  

of H i s t o r i c  P laces ,  c u l t u r a l  contex t ,  and archaeologica l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was 

undertaken i n  Apr i l  1985. The s i t e  is loca ted  along a  s l i g h t  r i s e  between 

Cibolo Creek and Muesebach Creek i n  nor thern  Bexar County. It has  been 

d i s tu rbed  by previous cons t ruc t ion  o r  c u t t i n g  of f i r e  l i n e s  along Camp 

B u l l i s  m i l i t a r y  r e se rva t ion .  Resul t s  of t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  41BX679 con-

ta ined  a  minimal p r e h i s t o r i c  component of unknown age. An i n t a c t  hea r th  

was uncovered b u t  a s soc i a t ed  l i t h i c  debi tage  was almost t o t a l l y  absent .  

Evidence recovered does no t  support  a  determinat ion of e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  

i nc lus ion  wi th in  t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces .  



INTRODUCTION 

Archaeological  S i t e  41BX679 was recorded a t  t h e  Texas Archeological  

Research Laboratory of t h e  Balcones Research Center ,  The Univers i ty  of 

Texas a t  Aust in ,  i n  Apr i l  1985 by a member of t h e  S t a t e  Department of 

Highways and P u b l i c  Transpor ta t ion  (SDHPT) p ro fe s s iona l  c u l t u r a l  resources  

s t a f f ,  Following i n i t i a l  eva lua t ion ,  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t e s t i n g  

were recommended. On A p r i l  24, 1985, t h e  s i t e  was t e s t e d  by Wayne C.  

Young of t h e  SDHPT p ro fe s s iona l  c u l t u r a l  resources  s t a f f .  

Tes t ing  of S i t e  41BX679 was performed under t h e  Memorandum of Understanding 

between t h e  SDHPT and t h e  Texas A n t i q u i t i e s  Committee, The o b j e c t  of  t h e  

test was t o  determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lu s ion  of t h e  s i t e  w i t h i n  t h e  

Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces ,  t h e  na tu re  of t h e  d e p o s i t s ,  and t h e  

c u l t u r a l  con tex t  of t h e  s i te .  

The highway cons t ruc t ion  p r o j e c t  a f f e c t i n g  S i t e  41BX679 provides  f o r  t h e  

improvement of a county road i n t o  Farm t o  Market Highway 2696. The p r o j e c t  

involves  improving alignments and widening t h e  d r i v i n g  l a n e s  from 20 t o  24 

f t .  The right-of-way which i s  120 f t .  wide has  been acqui red  f o r  t h e  pro-

j e c t .  

S i t e  41BX679 is l o c a t e d  about 0 .1  m i l e  south of t h e  county l i n e  s e p a r a t i n g  

Bexar and Comal Counties (Fig.  1 ) .  The s i t e  is l o c a t e d  about midway between 

Cibolo and Muesebach Creeks a long  a smal l  rise t o  t h e  west  of Blanco Road. 

The s i t e  l i m i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine as c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  cons i s t ed  

of  an i n t a c t  h e a r t h  and a s i n g l e  f l i n t  f l a k e .  S i t e  depos i t s  have been 

d i s tu rbed  by road- grader a c t i v i t y  which has  removed 20 t o  30 cm of  s o i l  

and has  exposed t h e  hea r th .  The upper and missing s o i l  zones contained 

a t h i n  mantle of b l ack  c l ay  over ly ing  a brown c l a y  loam. The h e a r t h  and 

f l a k e  were i n  t h e  brown s o i l s  and l y i n g  on brown s o i l s  conta in ing  calcium 

carbonate  pebbles  and small l i m e s tone fragments . 
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SITE DESCRIPTION 


S i t e  41BX679 is d i f f i c u l t  t o  desc r ibe  due t o  t h e  l ack  of c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  

and t h e  previous impacts of cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  Sur face  

observa t ions  and t e s t i n g  y i e lded  a s i n g l e  f l a k e ,  an i n t a c t  hea r th  (F ig .  2 ) ,  

and an unburned s n a i l  s h e l l .  The f l a k e  and hea r th  were found i n  a road-

grader  s t r i p  and a r e  presumed t o  have o r i g i n a l l y  been 20 t o  30 cm beneath 

t h e  p re sen t  ground su r f ace .  The s n a i l  was found i n  t h e  hea r th  excavat ion.  

The s i t e  is loca t ed  on a smal l  r i s e  about midway between Cibolo and Muese- 

bach Creeks and is almost 0.1 mi le  south of Cibolo Creek and .25 mi l e  

nor th  of Muesebach Creek. Cibolo Creek has  an  ex tens ive  f loodp la in  imme-

d i a t e l y  e a s t  of t h e  s i t e ,  w i th  t h e  s i t e  l o c a l e  being about 20 f t  . h ighe r  

i n  e l eva t ion .  The c l o s e s t  permanent water  source appears t o  b e  Cibolo 

Creek a s  Muesebach Creek is an ephemeral s t ream t h a t  is normally dry.  

S o i l s  exposed i n  t h e  road-grader p r o f i l e  c o n s i s t  of a t h i n  b lack  c l ay  zone 

t y p i c a l  of t h e  Texas H i l l  Country, with numerous unburned l imestone rocks 

and g rave l s  and extending t o  an average depth of 8 cm. Beneath t h i s  zone 

was a brown c l ay  loam extending t o  20 t o  30 cm beneath the  p re sen t  su r f ace .  

This zone contained fewer rocks than  t h e  s u r f a c e  zone. The f e a t u r e  and 

s i n g l e  f l a k e  recovered were l y i n g  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  brown c l ay  zone 

and occurred on top of a l i g h t e r  brown c lay  wi th  numerous calcium carbonate  

and l imestone fragments. 
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TESTING OPERATIONS 


Archaeological t e s t i n g  of S i t e  41BX679 cons i s t ed  of su r f ace  observa t ions  

and t h e  hand-excavation of t h e  exposed hea r th .  Tes t ing  procedures began 

wi th  a thorough su r f ace  examination t o  l o c a t e  t h e  h e a r t h  repor ted  i n  t h e  

survey and t o  de f ine  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e  s i t e .  

Surface examinations included a swath down t h e  road-grader cu t  f o r  about 

150 meters  on each s i d e  of t h e  hea r th ,  an examination of t h e  edges of t h e  

c u t ,  and a s u r f a c e  survey of i n t a c t  a r e a s  immediately ad jacent  t o  t he  

right-of-way on t h e  Camp B u l l i s  m i l i t a r y  r e se rva t ion .  Although s u r f a c e  

v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  e x c e l l e n t  i n  a l l  examined a r e a s ,  only 1 f l a k e  was found 

and i t  w a s  about 75 meters  south of t h e  p a r t i a l l y  exposed h e a r t h  i n  t h e  

grader  c u t .  It should be mentioned t h a t  no c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  were 

observed on t h e  undisturbed su r f ace  o r  i n  t h e  p r o f i l e s  c r ea t ed  by t h e  

machinery. 

Tes t ing  cons i s t ed  of c a r e f u l l y  uncovering t h e  burned l imestone h e a r t h  

and documenting and photographing i t .  An a r e a  about 2.5 meters  i n  diameter  

w a s  c a r e f u l l y  troweled and a l l  rocks were l e f t  i n  p lace .  The v e r t i c a l  

l i m i t s  followed t h e  depths of t h e  rocks i n  t h e  hea r th  and va r i ed  from 

1 t o  8 cm. Excavated s o i l  was passed through .25 i n .  mesh hardware 

c l o t h  screens  and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  recovery of a s i n g l e  Rabdotus s n a i l  

s h e l l .  

Once t h e  hea r th  was f u l l y  exposed, i t  became obvious t h a t  t h e  f e a t u r e  w a s  

a t i g h t l y  packed c i r c u l a r  hea r th  w i th  a diameter  of 2 meters and a th ick-

ness  of 5 t o  8 cm. Severa l  l imestone rocks show i n  s i t u  f r a c t u r i n g .  

The obvious p a t t e r n i n g  (Fig. 3) sugges ts  human cons t ruc t ion  and t h e  depth 

(20 t o  30 cm below t h e  su r f ace )  suggests  a p r e h i s t o r i c  a f f i l i a t i o n .  

The l ack  of c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  a t  t h e  s i t e  sugges ts  a very short- term 

occupation. The l a c k  of  ma te r i a l s  above and around t h e  f e a t u r e  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e  a minor occupat ion.  
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FIGURE 3 .  Plan view of Feature 1, Site  41BX679. 



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


Archaeological  tes t ing of  Si te  41BX679 has establ ished that  the s i te  has  

been heavi ly  damaged by past  construct ion act ivi ty  including the use of  a  

road grader  across  the s i te .  Although an intact  feature  was found a t  the 

s i te ,  the lack of  cul tural  mater ia ls  suggests  that  e i ther  the s i te  has  been 

total ly  destroyed or  that  a very short- term occupat ion was present  which 

lacks the mater ia ls  to  yield val id  information about  the s i te .  

I t  i s  bel ieved that  the port ion of  Si te  41BX679 within the r ight- of- way 

does not  meet  the cr i ter ia  for  inclusion within the Nat ional  Regis ter  

of  Histor ic  Places .   No fur ther  invest igat ion a t  Si te  41BX679 i s  recommended.  
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