
Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray
Literature from the Lone Star State

Volume 1984 Article 15

1984

A Report of Testing at Archaeological Sites
41FY421, 41FY422, 41FY424 in Fayette County,
Texas
Glenn T. Goode

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita

Part of the American Material Culture Commons, Archaeological Anthropology Commons,
Cultural Resource Management and Policy Analysis Commons, Historic Preservation and
Conservation Commons, History Commons, Human Geography Commons, Other Anthropology
Commons, Other Arts and Humanities Commons, Other History of Art, Architecture, and
Archaeology Commons, Other Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons, and the Technical and
Professional Writing Commons
Tell us how this article helped you.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by SFA ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open
Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State by an authorized editor of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact
cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.

Recommended Citation
Goode, Glenn T. (1984) "A Report of Testing at Archaeological Sites 41FY421, 41FY422, 41FY424 in Fayette County, Texas," Index of
Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State: Vol. 1984 , Article 15. https://doi.org/10.21112/ita.1984.1.15
ISSN: 2475-9333
Available at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984/iss1/15

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by SFA ScholarWorks

https://core.ac.uk/display/72739689?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984/iss1/15?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/442?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/319?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/782?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/781?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/781?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/356?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/324?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/324?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/577?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/517?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/517?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/437?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1347?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1347?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://sfasu.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_0qS6tdXftDLradv
https://doi.org/10.21112/ita.1984.1.15
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984/iss1/15?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu


A Report of Testing at Archaeological Sites 41FY421, 41FY422, 41FY424
in Fayette County, Texas

Licensing Statement
This is a work produced for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) by the report producer.
TxDOT and the report producer jointly own all rights, title, and interest in and to all intellectual property
developed under TxDOT’s contract with the report producer. The report may be cited and brief passages from
this publication may be reproduced without permission provided that credit is given to both TxDOT and the
report producer. Permission to reprint an entire chapter, section, figures or tables must be obtained in advance
from either the Supervisor of the Archeological Studies Branch, Environmental Affairs Division, Texas
Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas, 78701 or from the report producer.

This article is available in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State:
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984/iss1/15

http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1984/iss1/15?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fita%2Fvol1984%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


A REPORT OF TESTING AT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SITES 41FY421, 41FY422, 41FY424  IN FAYETTE COUNTY, TEXAS 

BY 

Glenn T. Goode 

Texas 
S t a t e  Department of Highways and P u b l i c  T ranspo r t a t i on  

Highway Design Div i s ion  
A p r i l  1984 



ABSTRACT 

S i t e s  41FY421, 41FY422, and 41FY424 a r e  upland abor ig ina l  s i t e s  s i t u a t e d  

on d iv ides  s epa ra t ing  Robinson, Cedar, and Bartons Creeks i n  northwest 

Fayet te  County. These s i t e s  a r e  cha rac t e r i zed  by gene ra l ly  shallow, un-

s t r a t i f i e d  sandy depos i t s .  The c u l t u r a l  inventory is l imi t ed  t o  s tone  

mater ials- - primari ly  thermally a l t e r e d  che r t  and q u a r t z i t e  and l i t h i c  

debi tage.  Diagnost ic  c u l t u r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  sca rce ,  wi th  a 

l a r g e  major i ty  of t hese  being l e s s  than 2000 yea r s  i n  age. One s i t e ,  

41FY422, produced 25 hea r th s  and r e l a t e d  f ea tu re s .  Most of t hese  a r e  

apparent ly  l e s s  than 2000 t o  3000 years  i n  age a s  wel l .  



INTRODUCTION 


Archaeo log ica l  sites 41FY421, 41FY422, and 41FY424 were r e p o r t e d  by Glenn T. 

Goode of t h e  S t a t e  Department of Highways and P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  (SDHPT) 

Archaeology S e c t i o n  i n  February,  1984, and were recommended f o r  t e s t  excava-

t i o n s .  T e s t i n g  was conducted by Glenn T. Goode and by one t o  s i x  members of 

t h e  l o c a l  SDHPT o f f i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  February 9 through March 30,  1984, 

i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural 

Properties (36 CFR, P a r t  800). The o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  tests was t o  de te rmine  

e l i b i g i l i t y  f o r  nominat ion t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  as 

p r e s c r i b e d  by l a w .  



SITE 41FY421 

S i t e  41FY421 is  loca t ed  on t h e  narrow d i v i d e  between Cedar and Bartons Creeks, 

1 km west of Cedar Creek and 41FY98. (41FY424 i s  . 5  km e a s t  of Cedar Creek.) 

This  open c a m p s i t e / l i t h i c  procurement l ocus ,  b i s e c t e d  by S t a t e  Highway 71, 

w i l l  be completely destroyed by S t a t e  Highway 71 expansion. The i n t a c t  por-

t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  l i e s  south of t h e  p re sen t  highway: an a r e a  of 55 meters  para l -

leling t h e  roadway and 40 meters  a long a north- south a x i s .  Evidence of t h e  

s i t e  e x i s t s  no r th  of S t a t e  Highway 71 a t  a d i s t a n c e  of 35 t o  45 meters  from t h e  

south  right-of-way. This  narrow s t r i p  has  been thoroughly destroyed by heavy 

machinery. Along t h e  western margin of t h e  t e s t e d  a r e a ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  s l o p e s  

s t e e p l y  down t o  a deep rav ine .  A narrow s t r i p  of t h e  h i l l t o p  extending t o  t h e  

south  right-of-way fence  was c rea ted  by t h i s  r av ine  and by a more g radua l  s l o p e  

along t h e  e a s t  and south  margins of t h e  s i te .  

Excavation u n i t s  c o n s i s t  of two 1 by 2 meter u n i t s  and t h r e e  1 by 1 meter u n i t s .  

Three smal l  shovel  tests were a l s o  dug. A l l  u n i t s  were excavated i n  10  cm 

l e v e l s  wi th  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  placed i n  l abe l ed  bags. 

The s o i l  p r o f i l e  c o n s i s t s  of 10  cm of loamy sand and 20 t o  30 cm of s i l t y  sand 

over ly ing  dense g rave l  and b a s a l  c l ay .  Pebble- size g rave l  i s  p re sen t  throughout 

t h e  ma t r ix ,  becoming i nc reas ing ly  abundant wi th  depth. 

S i t e  41FY421 produced a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  sample of l i t h i c  deb i t age  and abundant 

thermally a l t e r e d  c h e r t  and q u a r t z i t e .  The a r t i f a c t  sample i nc ludes  numerous 

cores ,  hundreds of f l a k e s ,  s e v e r a l  fragments of b i f a c e s  broken i n  manufacture,  

and a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  roughly trimmed f l a k e s .  Diagnost ic  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  r a r e ,  how-

ever .  The two specimens a r e  a Scallorn arrowpoint and a smal l ,  l a t e  d a r t  p o i n t ,  

resharpened t o  nea r ly  arrowpoint s i z e .  

One h e a r t h  f e a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of burned c h e r t  and q u a r t z i t e  was uncovered and 

recorded. Poss ib ly  two h e a r t h s  were present-- the l a t e r  d i s t u r b i n g  and i n t r u d i n g  

i n t o  t h e  e a r l i e r .  Numerous unburned f l i n t  a r t i f a c t s  occur r ing  w i t h i n  and a top  
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t he  burned hear ths tones  suggest  continued and r a t h e r  i n t e n s i v e  use of t h e  

si te.  A l a r g e  amount of m a t e r i a l  accumulated randomly wi th in  the  20 t o  30 

cm u n s t r a t i f i e d  depos i t .  

S i t e  41FT421 is an upland l i t h i c  procurement and campsite. The abundance of 

c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  suggest  r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e n s i v e  use  dur ing  an  unspec i f ied  but  

perhaps lengthy span of time. Two d iagnos t i c  t ime i n d i c a t o r s  suggest  Trans-

i t i o n a l  Archaic and Late  P r e h i s t o r i c  occupations. 



SITE 41FY422 

S i t e  Descr ip t ion  

S i t e  41FY422, t h e  easternmost of t h e  t h r e e  s i t e s ,  i s  loca ted  on t h e  d iv ide  

between Robinson Creek, 500 meters e a s t ,  and Cedar Creek, 600 meters  nor th-

west. The s i t e  i s  100 t o  200 meters  south  of S t a t e  Highway 71, 3 . 1  km west 

of West Po in t ,  Texas. 

The s i t e  occupies an a r e a  of approximately 450 by 150 meters on a  broad 

p l a t eau  which i s  cu t  by Cedar Creek on t h e  no r th  and d i s sec t ed  by t r i b u t a r i e s  

of Robinson Creek on t h e  e a s t  and south.  The southern margin of t h e  s i t e  i s  

d i s sec t ed  by s e v e r a l  deep g u l l i e s  and s lopes  sharp ly  down t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  

water  source,  a t r i b u t a r y  of Robinson Creek. 

The right-of-way a t  41FY422 i s  o r i en t ed  gene ra l ly  east-west wi th  t h e  long 

a x i s  (450 meters) of t he  s i t e  fol lowing a  more e a s t  t o  southwester ly course.  

The s i t e  i s  b i sec t ed  by a p r i v a t e  road ,  t h e  e a s t  ha l f  being designated Area 

A. Near t h e  south right-of-way fence,  s e v e r a l  hea r th s  a r e  exposed i n  t h e  

west bank of t h e  road cu t .  This is Area B. The remainder of t h e  s i t e  t o  

t h e  west is Area C. 

Much of Area A i s  fo re s t ed  with va r ious  oaks, hickory,  cedar ,  and pine.  

Yaupon is t h e  most abundant understory vegeta t ion .  The northwest p o r t i o n  

of Area A, p a r t  of Area B ,  and all of Area C a r e  loca ted  wi th in  a c l ea red  

f i e l d  which is p lan ted  i n  c o a s t a l  bermuda. 

Excavation Procedures 

Tes t ing  a t  41FY422 commenced wi th  t h e  placement of randomly loca t ed  1 by 2  

meter u n i t s .  Following t h e  i n i t i a l  t e s t i n g ,  a g r i d  with primary datum a t  

N0/E0 i n  Area A was e s t ab l i shed .  The eas t /wes t  base l ine  (N0/S0) extended 

t o  East  63 meters  and West 300 meters.  Subsequently excavated u n i t s  were 

given g r i d  coord ina tes  wi th  t h e  except ion  of f i v e  u n i t s  i n  t h e  wooded po r t ion  

of Area A. 





The breakdown of excavated u n i t s  by s i z e  is :  2 by 2 meters  - 8 ;  1  by 2 

meters - 31;  1 by 1 meter - 7. Most of t he se  u n i t s  were excavated t o  s t e r -

i l e  s o i l .  Excavation was by 10  cm l e v e l s ,  measured from ground l e v e l .  A l l  

mat r ix  was screened through 1/4" hardware c l o t h  and m a t e r i a l s  bagged accord-

ingly .  Burned rock was c o l l e c t e d  due t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s epa ra t i ng  a r t i f a c t s  

from burned rock  and f o r  measurement of volume. Eleva t ions  w e r e  recorded 

wi th  t r a n s i t  and s t a d i a .  S imi l a r  procedures  w e r e  followed a t  S i t e s  41FY421 

and 41FY424. 

S o i l  P r o f i l e s  

Area A: S o i l  d e p o s i t s  conta in ing  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  range from a maximum of 

120 cm i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  t o  40 cm i n  t he  southern  a r e a  near  t h e  south  

right-of-way. S o i l s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a  a r e  loamy and s i l t y  sands ,  becoming 

reddish  i n  c o l o r  w i th  increased  s i l t  and c l ay  content  a t  40 t o  60 cm. S i l t  

and c l a y  conten t  i n c r e a s e s  gradua l ly  wi th  depth,  a s  does sma l l  pebble  g rave l .  

Compact sandy c l a y  s t e r i l e  of a r t i f a c t s  occurs  a t  70 t o  120 cm. The s i l t y  

sand i n  t h e  southern  a r e a  con ta in s  pebble  g r a v e l  throughout.  The g r a v e l  in-

creases  wi th  depth u n t i l  i t  is q u i t e  dense a t  40 cm. 

Area B: The average depth of cul ture- bearing mat r ix  i n  Area B is 40 cm. The 

l i g h t  brown s i l t y  sand becomes p a l e  brown-white wi th  depth and increased  s i l t  

content .  Pebble g rave l  i s  abundant a t  40 cm. S t e r i l e ,  sandy c l a y  occurs  below 

40 cm. 

Area C:  S o i l  ranges from 40 t o  90 c m  i n  depth. Loamy t o  s i l t y  sand becomes 

more s i l t y  a t  30 t o  50 cm, w i th  a sma l l  amount of c l a y  included.  The h e a r t h  

i n  t h i s  a r e a  occurs  i n  a p a l e  gray-brown s i l t y  mat r ix  a t  70 t o  80 cm, overly-

ing  a r edd i sh  brown sandy c l ay .  S t e r i l e  sandy c l a y  occurs  a t  a depth of 40 t o  

90 cm. 

Fea tures  

Twenty-five f e a t u r e s  were recorded a t  41FY422. These i nc lude  one b a s i n  h e a r t h ,  

two l a r g e  f l a t  hea r th s  w i th  smal l  p i t s  beneath t h e  h e a r t h s ,  and a c l u s t e r  of 



hear ths :  two of 1 .5  meter s i z e  with fou r  .5 meter hea r th s  i n  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

The remainder a r e  f l a t  hea r th s  of one t o  t h r e e  rocks i n  th ickness .  More than 

half  of t hese  hea r th s  a r e  d i s tu rbed  t o  some degree, some extens ive ly .  

Dating these  f e a t u r e s  con f iden t ly  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  i n  many cases .  Datable  

m a t e r i a l s  a r e  lack ing  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  Tiny charcoa l  samples were found 

with only t h r e e  f ea tu re s .  Diagnost ic  p r o j e c t i l e  po in t s  occurred i n  t h e  same 

l e v e l  i n  only fou r  ca ses ,  and none i n  d i r e c t  a s soc i a t ion  wi th  a  f e a t u r e .  

The bas in  hea r th  i n  Level 2 ,  Area A, is probably t h e  l a t e s t  recorded,  perhaps 

of Scallorn age. The s c a t t e r e d  f l a t  h e a r t h  i n  Level 10 ,  Area A, was beneath 

a  Pedernales po in t  i n  Level 9. This  perhaps i n d i c a t e s  t h e  l a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  age 

of t h i s  f e a t u r e .  

Elsewhere i n  Area A,  Scallorn, Darl, and Late  Archaic age p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  

a r e  mixed throughout t h e  upper 50 cm which conta in  most of t h e  h e a r t h s ,  making 

conclusions d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h i s  time. One u n i t  produced a Scallorn i n  Level  5 

and an Angostura i n  Level 6--both probably out  of context .  

Cu l tu ra l  Inventory 

Typical  of many s i t e s  i n  t h e  reg ion ,  41FY422 y ie lded  only s tone  m a t e r i a l s .  

Also t y p i c a l  of r e g i o n a l  s i t e s ,  d i agnos t i c  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  not  abundant bu t  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  sample of l i t h i c  deb i t age  was co l l ec t ed .  

Cores and fragments i n  a l l  s t a g e s  of reduct ion  a r e  f a i r l y  numerous. These 

e x h i b i t  t h e  random reduct ion  s t r a t e g y  t y p i c a l  of r eg iona l  assemblages. Raw 

ma te r i a l s  a r e  rounded, cobble s i z e  c h e r t  and q u a r t z i t e  nodules occurr ing  i n  

abundance along margins of h i l l t o p s  and i n  streambeds, P e t r i f i e d  wood and 

ferruginous sandstone a r e  p re sen t  i n  smal l  percentages a s  debi tage  o r  hearth-

s tones .  P e t r i f i e d  wood occurs  abundantly a s  huge logs  i n  t he  a r e a ,  bu t  l i t t l e  

i s  of tool-making q u a l i t y .  

Flake debi tage  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l l  s t a g e s  of core and b i f a c e  reduct ion  were 

p rac t i ced .  Bifaces broken i n  manufacture a r e  present  i n  smal l  numbers, and 



FIGURE 3 


A r t i f a c t s  f r o m  S i t e  41FY422.  A-E, Area B ;  F-R, A r e a  A. 



a r e  mostly of r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  s i z e .  This  f a c t  is a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  smal l  

s i z e  of raw ma te r i a l s .  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  l a r g e  deb i t age  sample, t h e  recognized t o o l  inventory  i s  

q u i t e  small .  Included i n  t h e  t o o l  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  about 20 p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s /  

fragments (16 depic ted  i n  Fig.  4 ) ,  s e v e r a l  smal l  b i f a c i a l  kn ives ,  r a r e  trimmed 

f l a k e s ,  s e v e r a l  hammerstones, 1 b i f a c i a l  gouge, and 1 mano. 

The p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  inc lude  1 Angostura fragment,  2 Pederna les ,  2 La te  

Archaic San Marcos fragments,  2 con t r ac t i ng  stemmed p o i n t s ,  s e v e r a l  Darl-like 

po in t s ,  2 Fa i r l and- l ike  p o i n t s ,  and 4 Sca l lo rn .  A l a r g e  major i ty  of t h e s e  

specimens a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e ,  dup l i ca t i ng  t h e  p a t t e r n  observed a t  41FY98. 



SITE 41FY424 

Approximately 50 meters beyond t h e  western margin of 41FY422, dense woods 

cover t h e  e n t i r e  right-of-way. These woods extend about 250 meters westward 

i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of 41FY424. Another 100 meters  westward t h e  p l a t eau  narrows 

and ends abrupt ly , d i s sec t ed  by deep ravines  and a t r i b u t a r y  of Cedar Creek. 

S i t e  41FY424 i s  s i t u a t e d  on a narrow extension of t he  p l a t eau ,  occupying an 

a r e a  of 100 by 75 meters e a s t  t o  west.  The s i t e  i s  b i sec t ed  by t h e  south 

right-of-way fence. 

Most of t h e  s u r f a c e  and up t o  40 cm of the  depos i t  has been o b l i t e r a t e d  by 

heavy machinery. South of t h e  right-of-way t h e  s i t e  is  thoroughly c l ea red .  

Within the  right-of-way remaining vegeta t ion  i s  pr imar i ly  pos t  oak and yaupon 

with s c a t t e r e d  pine. Blackjack oak, p in  oak, and hickory abound i n  t h e  a rea .  

Three 1 by 1 meter t e s t  u n i t s  and t h r e e  shovel t e s t s  were excavated.  A g r i d  

was not  e s t ab l i shed ,  u n i t s  being loca ted  from t h e  south right-of-way fence.  

The s o i l  p r o f i l e  c o n s i s t s  of 40 t o  50 cm of loamy and s i l t y  sand. Pebble 

s i z e  gravel  e x i s t s  throughout t h e  depos i t ,  becoming more abundant wi th  depth. 

A t  40 t o  50 cm t h e  g rave l  is  dense and t h e  mat r ix  is  devoid of c u l t u r a l  mate-

r i a l .  

S i t e  41FY424 i s  t h e  l e a s t  product ive by f a r  of t h e  t h r e e  s i t e s .  Only l i t h i c  

debi tage was found. Included i n  t h e  smal l  sample a r e  two f ina l- s t age  b i f a c i a l  

specimens: one broken i n  manufacture and a t h i n  but  incomplete specimen. A 

few cores were recovered, i n  conjunct ion wi th  the  r e l a t i v e l y  small  f l a k e  sam-

ple .  Two trimmed f l a k e s  a r e  p resen t ,  bu t  evidence of use  is  not  obvious.  One 

trimmed f l a k e  found on the  su r face  is a poss ib l e  t o o l .  This  assemblage sug-

gests 41FY424 served a s  a l i t h i c  procurement locus ,  with a t  l e a s t  some b i f a c i a l  

reduct ion t o  a nea r ly  complete s tage .  

Thermally a l t e r e d  s t o n e  is widespread i n  moderate amounts but  no evidence of 

i n t a c t  hea r th  f e a t u r e s  was found. 41FY424 can be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  an upland re-

source procurement and campsite,  occupied sporad ica l ly  during an undetermined 

period of time. 





SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


Test  excavat ions a t  t h r e e  a b o r i g i n a l  sites i n d i c a t e  r a t h e r  i n t e n s i v e  u se  of 

upland h i l l s  and p l a t e a u s  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r ea .  41FY422, by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  

and most important of t h e  t h r e e ,  i s  a  h a b i t a t i o n  and resource  procurement 

s i te  occupied r a t h e r  i n t e n s i v e l y  over  a  per iod  of a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  thousand 

years .  Twenty-five recorded h e a r t h s  and r e l a t e d  f e a t u r e s  were l oca t ed  

throughout t h e  s i te  a r e a .  "Groups" of h e a r t h s  w e r e  p r e sen t  i n  Areas A and 

B. Unfortunately d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  no t  found i n  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  

a  h e a r t h ,  and none i n  d i r e c t  a s soc i a t i on .  Also, bone and s h e l l  were no t  

preserved,  and only t h r e e  h e a r t h s  had t i n y  charcoa l  samples a s soc i a t ed .  

Disturbance was heavy i n  a l l  a r e a s  of t h e  si te.  Root and rodent  d i s tu rbance  

is cons iderab le  throughout .  A l a r g e  ma jo r i t y  of the  s i t e  ha s  been c l e a r e d  

and c u l t i v a t e d .  Disturbance from a  c i r c a  1920 h a b i t a t i o n  i n  Area A was 

ev ident  t o  40 cm i n  8  u n i t s ,  wi th  a r t i f a c t s  s c a t t e r e d  through t h e  upper 30 

cm . 

Area B, wi th  only 40 cm of depos i t ,  had e s p e c i a l l y  heavy r o o t  d i s turbance .  

I n  recent  yea r s  l a r g e  trees w e r e  bul ldozed i n  cons t ruc t ing  a  road. A t  l e a s t  

t he  upper 10  cm was removed, then  the  s u r f a c e  was packed and covered wi th  

road-base m a t e r i a l .  Base m a t e r i a l  extends 30 cm deep i n t o  stump and r o o t  

ho l e s .  The Pedernales po in t  from t h i s  a r ea  occurred i n  such a  d i s tu rbance  

i n  Level 2. 

Area C is t h e  l e a s t  p roduct ive  a r ea  of t h e  s i te ,  wi th  only one h e a r t h  f e a t u r e ,  

l i t t l e  deb i t age ,  and no d i agnos t i c s .  And Area C has experienced cons ide rab l e  

d i s turbance .  I n  r ecen t  y e a r s ,  bu l ldoz ing  removed a l l  vege t a t i on  l eav ing  

tremendous roo t  d i s turbance .  Also, an average of 30 cm of t o p s o i l  was re-

moved from most of t h e  a rea .  

S i t e  41FY422 produced a l a r g e  sample of l i t h i c  debi tage ,  25 f e a t u r e s ,  and a 

small  sample of mostly l a t e  d i agnos t i c  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s .  I t  i s  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  

t o  41FY98,  1 km t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n  t he se  r e spec t s .  Tools o t h e r  than  p r o j e c t i l e  



p o i n t s  a r e  a l s o  r a r e .  D iagnos t i c s  were no t  found w i th  f e a t u r e s  and c h a r c o a l  

was r a r e  a s  we l l .  I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  a n  adequa te  sample of t h i s  s i t e  has  been 

c o l l e c t e d  and t h a t  f u r t h e r  work would prove r e p e t i t i o u s  and unproduct ive .  

S i t e s  41FY421 and 41FY424 a r e  sha l low,  u n s t r a t i f i e d  upland camps/quarr ies  which 

produced a very  l i m i t e d  amount of s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l .  D i agnos t i c s  

and f e a t u r e s  a r e  r a r e  and d i s t u r b a n c e  and mixing i n  t h e  shal low d e p o s i t s  is  

s u b s t a n t i a l .  

I n  view of t h e s e  f i n d i n g s ,  a r chaeo log i ca l  sites 41FY421, 41FY422, and 41FY424 

a r e  no t  recommended f o r  f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  and a r e  cons idered  i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  in-

c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Na t i ona l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l ace s .  
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