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MYTH, REALITY, AND ANOMALY: THE COMPLEX
WORLD OF REBECCA HAGERTY"

by Judith N. McArthur

Studies that have examined the image of the Southern lady and
delineated her role in antebellum society have emphasized a chasm
between myth and reality.' In fiction, she was genlly-bred, soft-spoken,
and ornamental; in fact, the upper-class woman was a hard-working
domestic administrator, responsible for feeding, clothing, and nursing
her own household and dozens of slave dependents. A number of
women were widows who managed Ihe planting operations as well, with
the assistance of an overseer and perhaps a grown son or two. Histor
ians have focused on the Southern lady's role because her identity has
been presumed to be beyond doubt: she was usually Protestant, gener
ally of Anglo-Saxon descent, and always white. My purpose in this
brief biographical sketch of an East Texas plantation mistress is to
describe an anomaly. Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins Hagerty had all the
requisite characteristics of a Southern lady, as well as an additional
distinction that does not appear in the conventional list of attributes:
she was a nearly full-blooded Indian with strong and enduring ties to
a non-whitc culture.

The public record of Rebecca Hagerty's life is fragmentary and
her biography is not easy to construct. She did not keep a diary or a
journal. If she wrote letters, she did not preserve copies; her papers
consist almost entirely of records of business transactions and legal
proceedings. Census schedules, tax rolls, and probate records fill in
some, but not all, of the gaps. Two accounts of her private life-a
slave narrative collected by the Federal Writers Project and a 1974
newspaper feature-contradict both each other and a substantial amount
of the public record. Lucy Thomas, a former slave who lived on a
plantation adjoining one of Hagerty's, told a Federal Writers Project
interviewer that Hagcrty's first husband was a Caddo Indian chief who
had been murdered and scalped by his tribesmen for betraying them
to the whites. Thomas further claimed that Hagerty kept a slave woman
chained to a loom for a year and that at the end of the Civil War she
poisoned her slaves and buried them at night rather than see them
freed.' An account published forty years later in the Marshall News-
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Messenger describes a considerably more conventional woman, a ma
triarchial grande dame who was said to have employed a governess to
oversee a houseful of children and grandchildren, and to have disci
plined an unruly granddaughter by forcing her to sit on a stool and
embroider. 3 The contradictions of Rebecca Hagerty's story are com
plex: while she can be regarded as a very typical Southern woman in
many respects, she was also a very different one, and her differentness
generated a lingering mythology from which the real woman can be
extracted only with difficulty.

I. Prologue: A Daughter of the McIntosh Clan

It is one of the more subtle ironies of Rebecca Hagerty's situation
that she was as distinguished in descent as any of her white planter
neighbors with their traditional Southern reverence for family and
bloodline. Born in Georgia in 1815, she was the daughter of William
McIntosh, the half-Scottish chief of the Lower Creek Nation, and his
second wife, Susannah Coe, a full-blooded Creek.' Although he was
a powerful tribal chief, William McIntosh was intimately connected
with the surrounding white culture and, like most of the Lower Creeks,
had absorbed many non-Indian values. He held a general's commission
in the U. S. Army and fought with Andrew Jackson in 1814 at the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Alabama, leading the "loyal" faction of the
Creek Nation and some Cherokee allies to victory over the nationalist
Upper Creek contingent that had joined Tecumseh's confederacy and
instigated the Red Stick (or Creek) War:

The McIntoshes were part of the elite class of assimilated mixed
bl,?od families who, under the guidance of Southern Indian agents, had

, adopted the lifestyle of the encroaching white culture and became cotton
planters and slave owners. According to a historian who has docu
mented the family history, "Chief McIntosh amassed considerable
wealth and his plantation home at Indian Springs, Georgia, where he
was served by a retinue of negro slaves, and where his herds and flocks
grazed at will, was elegant in all its appointments." Rebecca and her
younger sisters, Delilah and Catherine, and brother, Daniel, were Chief
McIntosh's second family. By his senior wife he had a family of older
children, two of whom, Chillicothe and Jane, would maintain close
ties with Rebecca Hagerty throughout her life.'

William McIntosh's extensive ties in the white community led him
to advocate voluntary removal as the only permanent solution to the
increasing tensions between white settlers and the Indians of the lower
South collectively known as the Five Civilized Tribes. His accommo
dationist views ultimately were his undoing. In 1811 the Creeks had
passed a law, on McIntosh's recommendation, that promised the death
penalty to any chief who participated in an unauthorized sale of tribal



20 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

land. The neighboring Cherokees, under the leadership of Chief John
Ross, were also resisting white attempts to appropriate their remaining
lands, and their example apparently strengthened the Creeks' resolve.
A Creek council in 1824 issucd a declaration affirming thc intention
never to part with another foot of territory, and a succeeding assembly
of chiefs re-enacted the law forbidding unauthorized sale of land.'

William McIntosh's violation of this law, and his subsequent
murder by his own people, is well-known in Creek history. It is prob
ably the basis of the dramatic but inaccurate story of betrayal and
revenge that the slave Lucy Thomas recounted, with local geography
and personalities superimposed on a remote historical event. In 1825,
when Rebecca was ten years old, McIntosh and a group of lesser chiefs
signed a treaty ceding all Creek lands in Georgia and a portion in
Alabama in exchange for a tract of land in what is now Oklahoma.
McIntosh's motives may have been monetary as well as ideological,
for evidence suggests that he accepted a generous bribe in return for
his signalure; he had written a letter to the incorruptible John Ross in
1823 suggesting that the Cherokee leaders could collect substantial
rewards for land cessions'

Creek retaliation was swift. A council passed a death sentence
against McIntosh and appointed an assassination squad to carry out
the verdict. The avengers set fire to McIntosh's house and shot him
and another signer as they emerged. McIntosh"s scalp was carried
back as proof that the Council's order had been fulfilled. His son-in
law and lieutenant, Sam Hawkins, was also murdered. Hawkins was
a mixed-blood who had married Rebecca's older half-sister, Jane; his
younger brother, Benjamin, who escaped with a wound, would become
Rebecca's husband six years later.

In spite of the Council's resolve, the Creeks were not strong enough
to resist the U. S. government in its determination to remove them from
the lands coveted by the encroaching white settlers. They were forced
to give up all their remaining Georgia territory in 1826, the year after
McIntosh's murder. Rebecca's older half-brother, Chillicothe "Chilly"
McIntOSh, led the first group of migrants and their slaves to Arkansas
Territory (later called Indian Territory), where they settled, early in
1828, at the Three Forks of the Arkansas, Verdigris, and Grand Rivers,
near Fort Gibson and the Western Cherokee Nation.' There Roderick
"Roley" Mcintosh, William's half-brother and Rebecca's uncle, served
as chief of the McIntosh faction of the tribe. When the Alabama Creeks
were forced to migrate to the Western Creek Nation in 1837, he became
chief of all the Lower Creeks. Ultimately, upon the joining of the
Upper and Lower Creeks in 1840, he became Principal Chief and
remained head of the tribe until 1859.'"

'.
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Although nothing is known of Rebecca's years in the Western
Creek Nation, she probably enjoyed a lifestyle comparable to that of
a white planter's daughter on the antebellum southwestern frontier.
A trader who frequently visited the chief and other wealthy mixed
blood Creeks reported that the women rode sidesaddle and dressed in
the fashion of the whites. Chilly McIntosh and his family were rich
and comfortable, and insulated from the "privations and sickness" that
most of the tribe endured." The McIntosh Creeks lived in large, well
furnished plantation houses, f'dised cotton and livestock, and shipped
the surplus to distant markets." They observed a slave code reminiscent
of the laws in force throughout the Southern states. Abolitionist senti
ments were unpopular, and the Creeks regarded missionaries who
preached emancipation with open hostility. In 1835 Chief Roley Mc
Intosh, one of the largest slaveowners, filed misconduct charges against
the missionaries, and the Indian Agent had them banished from the
Nation.'l

II. Marriages, 1831-1849
Rebecca McIntosh married in 1831, and as was appropriate for

the daughter of a dead chief and the niece of a presiding one, she mar
ried an influential man. Benjamin Hawkins, an educated mixed-blood
Creek, was a close friend of Sam Houston; the two apparently collabo
rated on trading enterprises in the Western Cherokee Nation, specula
tion in Tennessee lands reputed to contain gold, and attempts to get
Indian rations contracts from the U. S. government." He was certainly
not a Caddo chief, as the slave Lucy Thomas claimed, and apparently
neither a Princeton-educated lawyer nor Houston's legal adviser, as the
Marshall News-Messenger reported. The paper's claim that Benjamin
Hawkins and his brother, Sam (who had been murdered with William
McIntosh in Georgia), may have been the sons of the influential and
highly-regarded Indian agent named Benjamin Hawkins who lived for
years in the Creek Nation in the East, is not confirmed in any account
of the agent's life."

The evidence does not reveal how Benjamin Hawkins and Sam
Houston became acquainted, although their paths could have crossed
at several points.'" His friendship with her husband had significant
consequences for Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins, however. Sometime in
1833 or 1834, she and Hawkins and their small daughter, Louisa,
moved from Arkansas Territory to Mexican Texas and settled ncar
Nacogdoches. Here a second daughter, Anna, was born.

The evidence of this period is scanty; it reveals almost nothing
about Rebecca and only a little about her huusband." Apparently he
conspired with Houston, who seems to have had dreams of heading
an Indian empire in Texas, to settle 5,000 Creeks on a tract of land
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north of Nacogdoches." Hawkins brought Opothleyahola, the leader
of the Upper Creeks, to Texas, where he negotiated for land owned by
a New York company in which Houston had an interest. The Creeks
were to pay $28,000 for the land, and Opothleyahola gave a down
payment of $20,000."

Houston apparently had suggested that Hawkins approach Opoth
leyahola. He concealed his interest in the matter, however, by signing
the letter that the Nacogdoches Committee of Vigilance and safety
sent to President Jackson on September 11, 1835, expressing concern
over the proposed Creek settlement and asking him to intervene to
prevent it." By January 1836 a Committee on the State and Judiciary
was calling the proposed introduction of Creek settlers "criminal," and
it requested that the government investigate the matter and determine
the identities of the Texas citizens involved."

A Cherokee band under Chief Bowles, who had settled on a nearby
tract some years earlier under a grant from the Mexican government,
was also hostile to the proposed Creek community. The Cherokees
were fighting a losing battle to have their Mexican land claims acknowl
edged by the government of Texas, and were not kindly disposed toward
the encroachment of the Creeks and the additional hostility that it
generated in the white community. Although no evidence supports
Lucy Thomas's story that Hawkins "betrayed the Indians to the
white folks" and hid with his wife in a cave, she was correct in claiming
that he was killed by Indians. Hawkins was murdered by Cherokee
not Cadd~Indians in 1836."

Benjamin Hawkins' projected Creek settlement never materialized,
but Rebecca Hawkins, left a young widow with two small daughters,
did not take refuge in the settled plantations of her rich Indian relatives
in Arkansas Territory. To the estate she had acquired from her hus
band, she steadily added land and slaves of her own through purchases
from her extended family. Although there is no evidence of how she
came to have such large sums of money, she spent over $13,000 on
land and slaves in the first few months of 1838. In February she paid
Thomas M. Hawkins $500 for his league and labor of land, and the
following month she bought the interest of her nephew, Sam Hawkins,
Jr., in his deceased father's estate for $3,000. That same day, March
19, she purchased twenty slaves-two couples with children and a young
woman and her son-from another of her sister Jane's sons, Pinketh
man Hawkins, for $10,000."

In March, 1838, Rebecca Hawkins also married again. Her new
husband, Spire M. Hagerty, was a white man who owned a plantation
called Phoenix near Marshall, in the area that soon became Harrison
County. Hagerty's background is obscure, but he had apparently
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moved to Texas from Alabama. Thomas Woodward's Reminiscences
of the Creek or Muscogee Indians claims that Hagerty had been mar
ried previously to the daughter of a white man and a "Tuckabatchy
[sic]" woman, from whom he acquired property, and that after moving
to Texas he "put her away" and married I'a widow Hawkins."~~

Hagerty petitioned successfully to be named the executor of his wife's
estate from Ben Hawkins, and he and Rebecca had two children,
Frances (Fannie) and Spire Jr., born in 1848 and 1849, who survived
to adulthood. During this decade, members of Rebecca Hagerty's
extended family began to appear in East Texas. At some point in the
1840s her two younger sisters, Delilah Drew and Catherine Willison,
and their husbands and children came to Cass (later Marion) County
and settled in the vicinity of Jefferson.

The Hawkins-Hagerty marriage was not a success. The undocu
mented account in the Marshall News-Messenger, the only available
evidence, asserts that Spire Hagerty's bouts of drinking and abusiveness
strained the relationship and that the couple separated frequently. In
January 1849 Rebecca Hagerty, perhaps permanently estranged from
her husband, signed a purchase agreement with her brother-in-law,
James Willison for a property north of Jefferson called Refuge Planta
tion." Apparently they bought the plantation as guardians of the Willi
son children and Louisa Hawkins, Hagerty's eldest daughter, because
a year later James Willison petitioned in Cass County court for per
mission to sell the half of Refuge belonging to his four minor children.
Willison claimed that the children's slaves had not made a cotton crop
sufficient to pay what they still owed for their undivided half of the
plantation and asked permission to sell his children's half of Refuge
to Rebecca Hagerty.

Hagerty's own petition, asking permission to buy, stated that in
her capacity as guardian for her daughter, Anna Hawkins, she had
recently come into a large estate of "Negroes and other property suit
able for farming purposes." She pleaded that since the other half of
Refuge belonged to Anna's sister, Louisa, it would be preferable to
have the two sisters' property together on one estate where it could be
properly and profitably administered. On January 27, 1851, the court
gave her permission to purchase the 1,700 aeres comprising the Willi
sons' half of Refuge Plantation. She was to farm it jointly with her
daughter, Louisa Hawkins Scott, who had married in April of the
previous year, and manage Anna Hawkins' share of it. 2G

III. Planter and Matriarch

Refuge was the second plantation to come under Hagerty's man
agement. In December 1850, she had won a court battle to be made
executor of Phoenix Plantation in Harrison County, the estate of her

•
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second husband, who had died in Alabama the year before." Spire
Hagerty's will, probated in Harrison County, had left Phoenix entirely
to his small daughter, Frances. Spire Jr., he contended, was not his
son, since his wife had left his home before the child was conceived."
The details of the Hagertys' marital troubles cannot be reconstructed,
but the record shows that Rebecca Hagerty went promptly to court to
contest the disposition of Phoenix Plantation."

By 1851 she was administering two p1antalions, Refuge in Cass
County, for the children of her first marriage, and Phoenix in Harrison
County, for the children of the second. At Refuge she had the advan
tage of undisputed ownership and a son-in-law, James Scott, to help
out, but the administration of Phoenix was more complex. In April
1851, she notified the court that executors in Louisiana controlled
property that Spire Hagerty had owned in Caddo Parish and that this
estate, consisting of $12,000 worth of slaves, livestock, personal prop
erty and money, belonged to Fannie and Spire Jr. She posted an addi
tional guardian's bond of $75,000, for which four of her male neighbors
signed as sureties, and was granted permission to go to Louisiana and
remove the property to Harrison County, A few months later, in
August, she gave notice that a large amount of money was due the
children in Arkansas and asked permission to go and prosecute the
interest for them. 30

Phoenix Plantation itself was the object of intense legal wrangling.
Within a year after Hagerty assumed the administration of the property
in 1850, the executors of Spire Hagerty's estate sued in Harrison County
to have it returned to them. They charged that Hagerty had not ac
counted to the court for her USe of the property, and that she had
managed it and hired out the slaves without the required court orders.
Most significantly, they claimed that since taking possession of the
estate she had begun a series of lawsuits against the executors which
they would be unable to meet if judgment were rendered against them.

The court returned control of the estate to the executors, and
although they won the battle, the war went to Hagerty. As early as
July 1850, she had engaged a Shreveport law office to advise her on
the possibility of breaking her husband's will. The attorneys had con
cluded that adultery was not grounds for disinheritance and that chil
dren born during a marriage were presumed born of it and consequently
were legal heirs. They advised Rebecca that she was entitled to one
half of Spire Hagerty's property and the use of the other half for as
long as she remained widowed." In 1854 the will was struck down,
with half the property going to Hagerty and the remaining half divided
between Fannie and Spire Jr., for whom she remained legal guardian."

Hagerty's business records indicate that she managed her extensive



26 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

holdings astutely. The inventory of Phoenix Plantation that she filed
in January 1852. while the executors were attempting to regain control,
shows 179 bales of cotton harvested from the 1851 crop and a slave
population of 61. The plantation assets included 70 hogs, 266 head of
cattle, 4,000 pounds of pork and 1,800 bushels of corn from the previ
ous year's crop. The cotton marketed in 1852 sold for $9,340, but
the 210 bales made in 1853 brought only $6,522.

Rebecca Hagerty, however, increased her overall net worth in
the antebellum years. Her annual report to the Cass County Court for
1853 showed an operating profit of $10,388; by December 1861, it
was $35,866." The cotton crop from Phoenix had risen to 354 bales
in 1860, from holdings of 1,350 acres, three-fourths of it cleared land.
Less complete records for Refuge Plantation, where the family lived
and Hagerty presided, showed that cotton and hides were shipped to
New Orleans whenever the river was high enough to permit steamboats
to dock at Smithland. In return, the exchange broker supplied Rebecca
Hagerty with household furnishings, medicines, books, and the requisites
of gracious living. Invoices from February and March 1852, show
that Refuge Plantation shipped 310 bales of cotton to market and
ordered half a dozen lobsters, assorted quantities of brandied cherries,
peaches, and pears, a keg of almonds, and a demijohn of old brandy."

Rebecca Hagerty gave her occupation as "farmer" to the Federal
census takers in 1860, and declared her net worth as more than $30,000
in real estate, $82,000 in personal estate." She controlled two planta
tions which yielded an annual combined cotton crop of 500-600 bales
or more. To the 1860 census taker she reported owning 102 slaves;
in practice she controlled more than 150. Tax rolls for 1860 show 72
slaves at Refuge and 80 at Phoenix, and while some of them would
have belonged legally to her children, the plantations on which they
resided were under Hagerty's administration. With 3,296 acres, she
was the fourth largest landowner in Marion County. In much larger
Harrison County, where she managed her youngest children's estate,
she was also a major planter. Only a handful of residents owned 70 or
more slaves, and only one, with over 100, was larger:~ Hagerty was
in fact one of the richest citizens in the entire state. Only 260 Texans
held more than $100,000 total property in 1860, and of that number
a mere 15 were women." Only 1.9 percent of the total population of
Texas owned real property worth $20,000-$49,999 in 1860; in East
Texas only 1.1 percent did. A mere 0.5 percent of all Texas planters
made more than 200 bales of cotton annually." Fifty-four Texans, 0.1
percent of the population, claimed one hundred or more slaves in 1860;
Rebecca Hagerty was the only woman in this elite group."

By 1860 this rich Creek woman planter had gathered a large

•
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extended family around her in Marion County. Daughter Louisa was
married to James C. Scott who sometimes actcd as Hagerty's business
agent in New Orleans. Daughter Anna was living at Smithland with
her husband, Sam McFarland, and baby daughter. In the Jefferson
area were Hagerty's two younger sisters and their families: Delilah and
William Drew and their teenaged son and daughter, and Catherine and
James Willison and their four children. The eldest Willison daughter,
Kiametia, had already married Thomas Scott and set up housekeeping
near Jefferson; the young couple were the parents of two small
children."

At the same time that she presided as clan matriarch in East Texas,
Hagerty was in regular communication with other Creek relatives in
Indian Territory. She seems to have sent merchandise periodically: an
1851 invoice from her factor in New Orleans includes a shipment to
the Creek Agency, and a letter from her half-sister, Jan McIntosh
Hawkins in 1858 lists clothing and household goods that Hagerty was
to order, perhaps for resale at Hawkins's store." Between 1851 and
1859, she also bought more than 30 slaves from Chickasaw, Creek,
and Chcrokee vendors, and some receipts specify that the transactions
took place in the Indian Nations. Her brother, Daniel N. McIntosh,
sold slaves to her in 1853 and 1859, and she hired nine bondsmen
from Jane Hawkins in 1854."

Slavery and the cotton economy bound Rebecca Hagerty to ante
bellum white society, created her wealth, and conferred her status as
a Southern lady. Although the Creek Nation underwent an internal
conflict of its own, dividing along North-South lines during the Civil
War, Hagerty's McIntosh relatives also felt strong ties to the South
and its peculiar institution. As in the Southern states, slaveholding
among the Creeks in Indian Territory was concentrated in a narrow
strata of the population and created great wealth for a small number
of families." At the outbreak of the Civil War, the McIntoshes were
among the richest of these slave owners." So great was their wealth,
for example, that at funeral observances for his daughter a few years
before the war, Roley McIntosh fed between 800 and 1,000 people
during three days of preaching."

With the country on the verge of splitting in two, families like
the McIntoshes feared the consequences of a Federal invasion. In 1859
old Roley McIntosh relinquished his position as chief, and reportedly
moved to Texas to live with his widowed niece, Delilah Drew, near
Jefferson." Both of Hagerty's brothers sided with other Lower Creeks
of mixed blood, took up arms for the South and fought with the Trans
Mississippi troops.11 Daniel, with a colonel's commission, led a regi
ment of Confederate Creeks; Chilly, a lieutenant colonel, commanded
a battalion. U
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As for Rebecca Hagerty, years of cultural assimilation and resi
dence in Marion County, where plantation agriculture dominated the
economy, slaves outnumbered whites, and the vote for secession was
467-0, meant that she would suffer the fortunes of the Confederacy
along with her white neighbors. Jefferson's position as the terminus
of Red River navigation made it a strategically important supply depot
for the Trans-Mississippi Department." Like most Southerners,
Rebecca Hagerty and her son-in-law, Sam McFarland, sold cattle and
hogs to the Confederate Commissary and lost money on the trans
actions. The receipts for these sales are marked "not paid for want of
funds."" In December 1864, with the Confederacy in its death throes,
she turned in almost $8,000 "old issue" banknotes for two-thirds of
that amount in "new issue" currency, which was valueless after the
war.~]

Hagerty's fortunes, like those of her white neighbors, were greatly
reduced by the war. There is no way of verifying or disproving Lucy
Thomas's claim of poisonings in the slave quarters, a neat inversion
of the nagging suspicion of antebellum planters that slaves frequently
plotted to poison the inhabitants of the big house. The days of luxury
and expansive wealth made possible by slave labor, however, were at
an end. The woman who appears in the 1860 census as a planter worth
$33,000 in real estate and $82,000 in personal estate, reported herself
ten years later as "keeping house" with assets of $6,000 in real property
and $695 in personal property. Living with her were Fannie, 22, and
Spire Jr., 20, and two grandchildren, Louella and Samuel McFarland,
the children of her daughter Anna, who had died during the war. Also
in the household were two young men who gave their birthplaces as
Indian Territory and their occupations as "working on the farm. mz

The end of the old plantation lifestyle and the financial retrench
ment that accompanied the end of the Civil War caused the East Texas
Mcintoshes to feel their ties with the Creek Nation more strongly than
ever. In 1866 Hagerty and her niece, Susannah Drew, the daughter
of Delilah Mcintosh Drew, made a trip to Indian Territory. There
they hired some Cherokees to build a log ranch house, where they
stayed for several months before returning to Texas. In 1867 Susannah
took her mother and the family's negro servants back to Indian Ter
ritory to live. 53 Two years later William, David, and John Ingram,
residents of Indian Territory whose relationship to Rebecca Hagerty
is unknown, appointed her their attorney and agent to sell "or make
whatever disposition she should see fit" of their plantation in Harrison
County." Louisa Hawkins Scott, separated from her husband, also
went back to Indian Territory.

Hagerty and her remaining children, Fannie and Spire Jr., went
into a business with a Jefferson merchant named T. B. Goyner that
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apparently was not a great success. Hagerty's papers include promissory
notes totalling more than $3,000 that the group signed and were sued
for in 1876 and 1880:' According to the Marshall News-Messenger,
Spire Je. acquired a reputation for gambling and hard drinking. He
owned a saloon in Jefferson and lived in the Excelsior House Hotel,
where he died of tuberculosis in 1886. Rebecca Hagerty died not long
afterward, while visiting her brother Daniel in Indian Territory, and
was buried in Checotah, in what is now Mcintosh County, Oklahoma."
Of her four children, only Fannie, who married John H. Berry, survived
her, and she too, ultimately returned to Indian Territory. The tribal
census conducted near the turn of the century shows Frances Berry
and her Ihree children, Adesta, Josephine, and Spire Mcintosh, as resi
dents of the Creek Nation."

One facet of Rebecca Hagerty's life, and it is potentially the most
interesting one, cannot be reconstructed. In the absence of diaries,
memoirs, interviews, or oral histories, it is not possible to know Hager
Iy's feelings about her activities as a planter and businesswoman or
about her mixed racial heritage. Nor is there any available evidence
to suggest how white residents felt about the three rich Indian families
living near one another in Marion County. Hagerty's daughters appar
ently married white men, and it is worth noting that when Hagerty
herself filed her second guardianship bond for the estate of her younger
children, she did not have to rely on her son-in-law or brothers-in-law
as guarantors; the signatories must have known her well and believed
that they ran no risk in guaranteeing $75,000.

Lucy Thomas's story, wildly inaccurate as it appears to be, sug
gests, however, that Rebecca Hagerty's Indian ties and history must
have been well-enough known in the area to have permeated even the
slave quarters. Despite the fact that she was a Southern lady who
administered two plantations, shipped her cotton crop to New Orleans,
and lived in style and comfort on the proceeds, the durable stereotype
of the treacherous, murdering Indian still managed to take root. By
all the external evidence, Rebecca Mcintosh Hawkins Hagerty seems
to have been a conspicious success in the white, male-dominated society
in which she lived; by what standards she herself evaluated her life,
we cannot ascertain.
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