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COLUMBUS MARION “DAD™ JOINER
AND THE EAST TEXAS OIL BOOM

Joe .. Warre

Whatever the story history records tor the East ‘I'c e Qi) Field, it will
gurely be written aroumd the figare of ¢ dwnbue Marion “Dad™ Toiner,
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of this article to tell «f t.. trizis a d tvibulation. wiict “I i Jainer
endured, as he followed a dream that became only a partial reality.

Columbus Marion Joiner, on of James and Lucy Joiner, was horn near
Center N Laudesdal  unty. ‘dubara, on March 12, 1830, Kmown by
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fo be cleewe]l o v Tenmessee lermislature in 1889, where he served for
one term.

In 18497, Juiner moved to Avdmore, Indian Tervitovy, just on the eve of
the =carch of ail In wrat was e luier become, soutiern Oklahoma! Soon
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“Dad” Toner was 1t ithe first o suspect that there was ot beneath the
sundy loam of Rusk Counry. Trexas, Faploration for oil in the county Legun
as early as 1911, when O, P Boynton. an experienced oil man, became inter-

c-ted in the area. Bovnum zuceesstully aroused on intvrest amor + local
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his dream. Traversing the area with sketch in hand, Joiner senrched for
the gently rolling hills covered with timber and the small strea 1 depicted
in his dream. He found the object of his scarch on the finrm of Irs. Daisy
Bradford, located about seven miles west of Ilenderson. As Mr. Barton
recalls, Joiner came into the Overton drug store one evening and said, “Boys,
I have found the place!” Joiner took a room at the Walter Tucker home in
Overton, and then set out to secure backing for an oil well” Fy August,
1927, Joiner, then sixty-seven years old, had acquired mineral leasex on
ten thousand acres of land in the Juan Ximine survey, including the 970 acre
farm of Mrs. Daisy Bradford.”

Although **Dad” Joincr was a wildcatter, he was not above using the
advice of a professional geologist. It was only fitting that he should call
on his old friend, Dr. A. D. Llovd, who was then residing in Furt Worth,
Texas. This friendship is said to have dated back to 1917, when Juiner had
hired Lloyd to assist him in staking the location for what proved to be
the discovery well for the Cement Pool in Caddo County, Oklahoma."

After conferring with Dr. Lloyd, Joiner decided to drill his first well on
the Bradford farm, two miles from the =ite which the geologist had sug-
gested. Whether the geologist approved of Joiner’s decision is unknown."

From left to right: Laseter, the driller,
Daisy Bradford, *Dad” Joiner
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Dri ¢ operatints on il s well wore starcst ie Aoril, 1924, and
afier e wen months of intermd drillinz, Joiver's vrew fad only reached
a denth of 2,518 feet At that depth billine operations were acain shut
dewn, while Joiner went ta Houston o pure sy e¢ cnquipment and hire,
if pussible, a profes:ional driller. At o Hgusion @ ply v, Juiner was
advi-ed to contact E. €. Laseter, who had veeently complesed =eversl gas
wells in the Houston arca. Joiner met and persuaded Luscicr to work on
the Bradford well, at a salary of six dollars a day in cash and four dollars
a day in lease interests. When the new drviller arrived at the well site, he
examined the equipment and advised Joiner to abandon the hole and make
u fresh start, Joiner arpued that it would be impossible, as he did not have
the money necessary Lo start a third well, Lut Laseter finally won out, and
the Bradford No. 2 was abandoned like its predecessor’™

At the point where lesser men would have succumbed to the pressures
and thrown up their hutud- in despair, « cuntinued to sink every cent
he coull acguire inw a tnind well T Loy o Teiner's third well is some-
what of a tra lv and muasz be illusie. 7 £ - pointing cut that he had com-
paratively 1i .1¢ inter-t ir either hi- « “rinm ten thousand acre block or the
well, as he had : Hld these in order e nance the drilling operations.™

On May 7, 1929, Joiner along with his :eolugist, Dr. Lloyd, and his newly
acquired driller, E. H. I eter and the er pur s=Lids under the wonden
derrick and moved it downhill about thre . hundred feet northwe ¢ of the
original well.”" The story is told that the widow Bradford refus d to allow
Joiner to drill on the site elected by Dr. Llovd, for it was too close to her
garden site. It appears that Dr. Lloyd wuas unhappy with the intervention
of Mrs. Bradford, for he left Joiner and the well, and returned to Fort
Worth, where he remained until the oil sand had been reached.™

It was with extveme difficulty that Joiner, now approaching seventy,
started his third well. Driving hiz “new” second-hand Model A Ford, Joiner
continued to scour the zouthwest for additions) hacking, - He had been oper-
atine on “faith and cuss word:"” for three years noew, wrestling with irade-
quzte funds and makeshife equinmen:, and it ~eviaed that his wildeatiing

day ~  Rusk County were nbered, Juiner  back was to the wall bt he
wi iost’ mmined. Th v owers < ey 180 v an the third well that
an € MIUny 0ot W visifed the well t i times, c¢laimed thuat he
never o1 e Yound the cr - drilitng.®

Juiner's third wcll atiracted little publicity outside the srea of Rusk
County, but local resident- came to wateh as the well was spudded in on
May 8, 1929, They came in wagons and old I'ord ears, which lined the narrow
dirt road that passed in front of the Bradford farm.” As the drilling opera-
tions on the third well got underway, it appeared that the well would be
drilled in record speed. On May 11, the Hendorsun Times carried a story
praising the work of Laseter and his crew, for having drilled over twelve
hundred feet the first two days.™ But as usual, the work then began to
progress more slowly. Due to a lack of operiting capital, work on the well
was carried on by a single erew, working the day chift, Finaneial ditficutties
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Ficure on extreme left i Dan Tanner the Negro roustabout.
Standing second from right is Laseter the driller.
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Az Johuer's finance- centinued to dwsndle. it bevame innreasingly ditficule
for him to pay his creditors or his crew, and he contin cd exchanging stock
for Lubur and supplies The exchanee of leases for lubor somcetimes created
a prehlemn, gy the men who had le-s faith in the well than Joiner, usually

preocrre o irom o turday r it to pron, v oof an it mox L ne
wil. 7 d Cthey el ¢ me in Althesagh th. rew: changed 1, 2
Tewr uioa orke v 'h Joind , wirking witheut 3 w0 Dan Lannaer,
t XN o1 - out T witl 7o n all thr and continueld
to haunl ' it o1 ke # ~ nthers ir d Jlr. il Mre
Waster Tuel v and Allen Pil reen. Tuo o ¢richie thn First Star © Bank
at Ov ., worked on . - in the afiernoon after the bunk closed Mre,
Tucker uften cooke” - e erew under a ti-nt set up clese to the well site™
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Photograph showing Laseter (third from right)
with members of his crew.
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the Bir mument. On Friday night. October 3, tiw No. 3 Daisy Bradford
camve in, sending o 8- m of oil over the crown block, while several thou-
saml spevtators lovked on.”*

Mrs. Jinimy Harris «f Henderson has riven an: cve witness account of
the wull a3 it “blew In” on that rfaterul October eveningr,

I wzs there when the well caiv- i, Mr. Tows Arnohl teok me up

1y a few minutes befvre e w " w evir the top.
a1 oroallo " me to 1 ace my nar kerentef over the haole,
a - vist 1 below ¢ 1tl arl .o biliaw up.
All ot ~ienowe | oeard a low rum - trom bencath us. Mr. Arnold
toid me, ‘we Letter wet off the platforn.” Wi hud havdly zotten off
the : ‘arvi when oil began te wasi ¢ut ot the hole. Suddenly oil

blew wver the top. Mr. Rade Kangerga, standing next to me, turned

and - :d: ‘Is it really 0il?* Then someone bewar to »ell: “Put out
vour uj ' Put put your cigarcttes!” [t wa . niracle that we

were not all blown up.®’

It was a tense moment for all who watched &+ the well blew in, throwing
a spray of xzs and oil over the top of the dervick. Joiner was “pale with
excitement as he leaned for support against the derrick.”™ The watching
crowd roared its approval of the man responsible Yor it all.

E. H. Lascter, driller of the third well, gave a descriptive account of the
difficulties he faced:

I don’t know how we ever got the well down. This war the hardest
well I ever drilled—the machinery was almost impossible and yet
I had good luck at all times with the hole. Only one or two minor
fixhing jobs; the hole didn’t cave in. I wa- expecting it to cave on
me at any time, for we had no money W buy casing with,

I ot no salary for months and months at a time. When I did get
paid I put it right back in the well, paying for repairs aud other
things. For this, Joiner, who is, I think, a mighty fine man, just
us sincere as anyone I have ever known, gave me a d0-acre lease
a little over a quarter of a mile from the well but a royalty interest,
a one-fourth interest, in 100 acres close to the well,”

On Octuiwr 4, 1930, the newly organized Flertviurson Daily New. published
its iirst edition with the headline—Joiner’s Wildeat A Gusher. A front-page
articie predicted the Joiner diseovery would he a “headline for the Associated
Pro«¢ fznd other mews swencies for daye” The Dallus Movuivg Niows of
Octchier © currie © the story of Joiner's disvovery well on the front page,
but it w s ot ‘re ted as the major wews story. Os Qctoi v 5, the Dallas

;) n N relerated the Joiner story to thie Sports § tion)
As ¢l W r centinued to mount, newspiapers b ‘v sprend the excite-

ment by carrying daily aceounts vl the events of Rusk Cuunty. Threo days
after the well camye in. the Dailas Merrirg Niowe deseribed the activity as
follows:
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By the ‘allowing Saturday people from all sections rushed to the

new field. Experienced writers sought futilely to describe this

human avalanche. A Henderson observer told of seeing a string of

automobiles miles long on the Henderson-Tyler highway. The entire

distance from Henderson to the new well, almost seven miles, was

crowded to such an extent that cars could only make four to six

miles an hour.©

News of the Joiner dizcovery spread acrosx the nation like a prairie fire
swept by a brizk March wind. Within a weck, Henderson, county scat of
Rusk County, was transformed into a typical “boom™ town, az oil men from
all sections rushed into the area. Wanting to get in on the oil play, oilmen
moved their machinery into the area from adjacent Texas, Louisiana, Arkan-
sas and Oklahoma oil fields. The depression which had caused much fear
and poverty was almost forgotten, as the East Texas area suddenly awoke

like a sleeping giant.®

EAST TEXAS O'L £ ED

| P I A e 1an

The East Texas Oil Field
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Miss Myrtis Watkins, a Henderson school teacher, was away on a vacation
in the summer of 1930. Upon her return to Henderson a few days after the
Joiner well was completed, she was startled by the activity taking place in
Henderson. She recalls, “We could not drive through the square due to all
of the cars and people milling about.”+* Henderson was indeed a scene of
pandemonium, as a newspaper clipping at the time reveals:

This whole section is seething with oil excitement. The town is
intoxicated. The short cotton crop and the shorter prices are for-
gotten, The drouth hasn’t been mentioned in a week.”

October, usually the time for harvesting cotton crops, saw the local far-
mers let their crops go untouched.

Farmers who owned the cotton were too busy seeking better and
better prices for leases and royalties on their poor farm lands. . ..
The cotton went unpicked, but few worried. ‘Good-bye hard times!’
was the slogan among farmers, as many figuratively thumbed their
noses at the stunted cotton stalks feebly beckoning them .

Speculators, traders and those who had no money with which
either to speculate or trade, thronged the streets of Henderson,
making every day look like Cireus Day. The Oil Exchange was a
scene of confusion and frenzied activity from early morning until
well into the night. Traders with check books under one arm and
a map under the other, thronged the streets, button-holing each
other and farmers who still had leases and royalty to sell.®

There was brisk trading in leases and royalties. Properties that could
have been bought earlier for as little as ten dollars per acre were now
gelling for eight hundred to one thousand dolalrs per acre. Leasges that
Joiner had sold to local farmers for ten dollars per acre in 1929, were now
selling for 310,000, with the leasee keeping an interest in any well drilled
on the tract.”

Scon after the No. 3 Daisy Bradford was completed, “Dad” Joiner decided
to sell a part of his remaining leases. On November 30, 1930, the Dallas
Morning News reported that Joiner sold four thousand acres of his leases
in Rusk County to L. H. (sic) Hunt of El Dorado, Arkansas, for more than
$1,250,000. Associated with Hant in this parciase were several Dallas
busir‘ smen, including A. V. Lane, F. S. Davis, J. T. Cook, and J. H. Shel-
ton

A man who was cver on the move, Joiner left Rusk County to carry his
wildeatting efforts into neighboring Van Zandt County. With a portion of
the money acquired from the Hunt transaction, he bought the mineral
leases on a three thousand acre tract near Grand Saline, Texas. It was re-
ported in June, 1931, that “Dad” Joiner was again drilling a well, located
on the T. B. Meeks farm, seven miles west of Grand Saline.”

Joiner's sale to Hunt would appear to have made him a wealthy man.
However, the Oklahoma wildeatter was soon beset with legal problems
which would keep him in the courts until 1940. It will be recalled that
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1000 TAT, we owited in Dermaw H Winrrey, A Ilssary of Rusl Cussig,
Teo ' L 1g L,

‘Herer oo Do Neoo, October 4, 105, p, 10 el L.

One wrizer state:  nt Joiner hzd avred to drill the first well on Mrs.
Bradfords “u2rm in order to obtain a lense from her. Boatright., Folklore of
the € " Iec iy, w0 alse Rister, Q7! T.iown nf the Sonthwest, 307,

"Floyd M. Neil with thee writer, Henderson, Texag, March 20, 1987,

According to . M. Langford, former Texas Railroad Commission En-
ginver, the Texas Company had dreilled & wst well a few miles southwest of
Henderson in 19250 The well was drilled to a depth of ahout 5,600 feet with-
out finding the Woodhine formation, €. M. Langford with the writer, Mt.
Enterprise, Texas, April 11, 1968; see also New York Times, July 5, 1931,
s. R, p. 11, ¢ 1.

“Matt H. Barton with the writer, March 20, 1007.

1 m Jores to D H. Winfrey, February 22, 1951, as cited in Winfrey, A
H ] ‘ I - e , Tli,f't’.«‘, 90

veit, The B0 o ¢ 144,

Rowe. MeDe: 77 0o Rars Hodo (1k Yas, LW, 20 Tait, The Wiloeas.
i L5 finor and Ho ne, "East Tex H Fieid,” 759, as cited in Win-
v AH . 0 E T oeaw n

i

B weneiab woilivy was re warkabie, as ne organized three =yndi-
( - h 7 which had an interest ¢ the well. He then sold leases to local
in. o1 & .the rute of *25.00 for a one-acre interest in the syndici.te hold-
Nes, Wit w pro-rtute chure in the third well, vidued at 375,000, Siec Rister,
Oil! Tt of the Southwest, 309, Tait, The Wildcatters, 145; Dallas Morn-
ing News, Septembier 7, 1930, p. 5, c. 8. (Editorial Section).

s There is considerable dizsarreement among: the writers as to the location
of the third well. See Winfrey, A History of Rusk County, Texas, 90; Boat-
right, Folllire of the Qi Industry, 60; MceDanicl, Some Ran Hof, }. It ap-
pears to this writer that ¢ M. Langf S oeorrect in that Joiner’s third well
was lweated approximately three hundred feet northwest of the second well.
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