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LYNE TOLIAFERRO BARRET,
A PIONEER TEXAS WILDCATTER

C. K. CHAMBERLAIN

Lyne Tuliaferro Barrct might well be called the foth r of the oil industry

of Tixas. However, C . Warner say- that i+ miuch older than
Barret and in fact that Texas 1 “he birthplice of the oil - ‘11 in North
America, for the first o rded * & il in the niv  werld =~ the Texas
coast by the curviveors of the [ Soto expedition. Althourh De Soto died
in May 1 2, his men under Luls de Mescoso, | urt to contact Frane
cisco Vuasque.z de Coronado who they knew wa: b ng an expedition to
the east in seairch of “quivira,” may have come o= far 5 at day
Waco. Moscoso derided that he could not eontact Corerv: v an i led © men

back to the Mississippi wherr they constructed crude bout: which would
enable them to Hoat down the Mississippi and then slor  the ¢oast until they
reached Spanish settlement in Mexico. After reuching the Gulf of Mexico
it was necessary to touch the shore from time to time for protection against
storms and tu secure fresh water. On July 25, 1542, Migcoso wus forced to
take shelter in a creek on the Texas Coast where they rumained for two
days. They found an oily pitch-like substance floating en the surface of the
creek, which the Spaniards called “cope” and which they used to repair the
bottoms of their vessels. Oil historians believe the ervck could be uny one
of several creeks which empty into the Guif between Migh Island and
Sabine Pass.*

Europcuns, after coming to North America, found oil seepaye in a num-
ber of arcas, particularly in present-day Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky,
and in Texuas. Tradition has it that Indians regularly visited these oil
springs and used the oil for medicinal purposes. The oil was used as a lini-
ment and 8s a bath and it must have had value in keeping infections out of
wounds. In all probability the oil also was taken internally. A well known
Indian trail and the so-called Spanish Trail ran near Oil Springs in Nacog-
doches County. Texas Indians in all probability used the oil as it was used
in other areas, and the Spanish who returned to East Texas in 1779 under
Antonio Gil Y’Barbo also frequented the trail and used the oil to grease
their cart and wagon wheels, to preserve their harness, and also for medi-
cinzul purposes.

Bufore the énd of the eighteenth century in areus particularly in Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky an important salt manufac-
turing indu. ry developed. Wells were bored sceking brine from which salt
wag refir . Drillers, secking brine water in these areas, frenuently found
a thick. oily sub** nce which burned explusively when ignited. At times this
oily substance we found several hundred feet under the surface, and was
recognized as identical to a well-known product called “‘rockoil.” It was
neeesyary to rid the water f the oil before it could be made to produce salt.
Some «alt protucers duy cisterns where the water v alluwed to scttle and
after the oil came to th surface it would be dipped and allowed to flow
into streams. This custom was foond both dangerous from fire and destruc-
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tive to fish, In some vlacer in Kentueky there was 2o much oil ir sorue salt
wells that the wols had to W ehandoned. o o the valhh - of o .. <« dis-
coversd wome of these wells were onened xnd b ranie prods oy

Sumud M. Kier, of Pittsbt  h ¥ onsylvanin, ar enl rprising sale pro-
ducer, had problems of oil i iis & # wo ~ aud became convimed, perhaps
in seif-defonge, thar the oil h value . medicine which came from, s
hiz advertisement stated, Your hundees feet below the rth's =arfaces. By
1850 Kiers Petroleum. or ‘Rock-0il’ was a weli kouw  remedy all over
Awmecrica. Kier bottled erude oil i eight vuner bitties which were wrzpped
in a ecircular which set forth its values us a curc-all, and of course the
cireular, as o gool patent-medicine, gave directions as to how it should be
used. Its rreatest vilue according to the circular wus as a linfment, but it
was recommended also for chulern, liver complairts, bronchitis, and for
tuberculosis. The dose recommendrd was three teuspoons three times o day.
Kier's advertisenents carried many testimonials from individuals who
had received benelfits from his “Bock-0il.™

In the meantime in Burkesville, Kentucky, there was a laree output of
petroleum =old under the name of “American Medicinal O szid to have
becn shipped to many places in the Urnited Stites and to Europe.

Althouprh Kier and others did ¢ good business in rock-oil no one appar-
ently thought of drilling for pet: Jlewm for its own sake, rven though indi-
viduals hael used the oil, which wus obtained from springs or thaut which
had n brought to the surface ‘with salt-water, for sundry purposes. In
1834 ( orev H. Bissell, a graduate of Dartmouth College, on a visit to his
old colleze, wus shown a bottle of rock-oil and was told it was better than
coal for making an illuminating Hil. Bissell was impresged with the com-
mercial possibilities of the oil Whale oil was expensive and had an un-
pleasant odor. Oil received from coal mines was limited in quantity. Bissell
must have realized thut Americans wanted to stuy awike at night and
wished to be wble to sce, hence that there were great possibilities of wealth
if an unlimited supply of cheap lighting Tuid could he produeed. Bissell
organized the Pennsylvania Oil v mpany and sent a sample of the Pennsyl-
vania oil to Professor Benjamin Silliman, Jr., a chemist at Yale, who
reported thut a number of valuatle praducts eould be manufsesired from
crude oil. The next problem was to obtain oil in suflicient quantities to
make development worthwhile. Who first sugisested that oif might be obtained
by drilling wells canuot be ascerziined. Professor Siliiman had made his
report in 1853 but it was not until 15538 that a representative of the Penn-
sylvania Oil Company, which had chaneed hands and was then known as
the Seneea Qil Company, was on the grounds in northweatern Pennsylvania
with instructions to find oil, A stockholder who awned only a few shares
of stock, Edwin L. Drake, or Colenel Drake, as he was called, wis chosen
for this task. Drake had no experience as a well ddriller. He did have,
however, preat determination, and a pioneer instinct.

Some historians e¢laim the idea of drilling for oil was entirely Drake’s.
Bissell and Silliman, however, must have known that much of Kier's oil
came from salt wells and in all probability Drake wae t to the vil springs
of Titusville, Pennsylvania, with instructions to drill for oil. Driilling an
oil well in the remote Pennsylvania county was a difficult task. Titusville
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Lyve Tol  ‘erro Burret wus bury in wuwgebtox, Vircinia, o Novem-
ber 7, 1932, tb yvounceat of nine child: o 7 Sieraly Toliaferro Brrret and
Charl ;5 L. Barret,  hurles L. Barrvet deeided, | 1842, to move his fin ily
to Te: 1. Although t1 ¢ were war searc o ™ s in 1842 n fuet £ e
were two Mexicun i. ii¢ in that ye:  -the Barrets were aot caxily
fr ) encd, On the way to T i3, Charles Barret died. Sarab and her nine
e 0 T a1 mot e It wanld hive bLeen v, owr ler
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Lot (Tol) Barret crew to be a tall, rather slender, we it young
mun, with reddish or blond hair.
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Lyne (Tol) Barret
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Barrit brotinors nenied and fished and freasently visited Oil Springs

v =fr 07 , whiere ol came to the « ir"1c ind 1 n into
(. ing B ‘ ' s freak of 1 st har s f ited
Ly ¢ . . oty nd his brotivrs teok i o the planiation to
o th - we . r machinery and they may have - t e oil
a8 M e, T ne Ivod 1ot of BV (. Palmer, a rveyor, mad- ‘n 1x on
th Y or beost ot ¢ ©tate d oo riv ;, whie v ot il

Sprines th o0 o Barret= v wed, and w ch P lmer ¢« y was visited by many
people for medical reason

Newspapers reached Melrose telling of Samuel M. Kier's suceess in bot-
th i in Pennsylvania and selling it for medicine, and also of the bottled
oil « mi ; in from K. ntucky. Some alert drugrist in Nacogde s ar Melrose
may 1y even storked the medicine. A man of Barret's education, imupina-

iion and intel’ . rhaps Professor Silliman's repor . 1835 :nud that
the Senere OF Cn v was Cnening to drill for oill I oil was valuable
i POk LV w T I+ ast - wou n East Texas? In
. .S e e ot ! S SRV . included
o ) ) L (R o« X, T rt . the lack
on ' . r ’ mtr ocedry Tocth ot b 7 voll i the
T te ™ - R B NS A A -1 at Tias il *' st
Dr ol ] | Af iyl HLoaope s me ™ ! arTe

o. oo de, .. - 6} v the voor 1 owae ar or v . Nothing
but - i o 1 as T seom b T omen

In the meantime, Bi © on August Ui, Ia:7, married Angel.ua Martha
Thomas. Angelina ad arown up in tiw: home of Tom Johnsen wnd the
Johnsons and the Barrcts owned most of Melrase and a great deal of the
surrounding counftry. Lyne and Angelina ber ime the parents of nine chil-
dren, The only daughter ind next to the yvoun; * child, Era, married Benton

Wilson, and died in Nac wies in April, +
Lorret found it impo: sle to wet P v owddl rted before tr  coming of
the ivik War, and ¥ wi st pped all  plio 0 Suon aft  the war began,
tl - srat: rosmed: Cor Tip ool vt in 1 a number
of x(np ic , Per sooomptionowed e thr  Teai oo aanount of
div isf L. t T oW at R B revs oo
T A TR Conp’ w : rv L '
twn s af oo ' z :
suj ~ ol A TN - TN It Vo I v - und
o . Ty R ¢ v R »er-
‘rh m B ¢ o The B . s “hy mily
oot b £ A}
1 vthe wor s, CBarrer o ter b othe ¢ ifederat ¢ orviee us oa
oern eter 0] 1 Tth i e ol iy o e for | a; nents in
e’ tvomdividua for the army are in the Barret paprrs, and after
the war Barret wu naner for bookkeepine purposes. whicli had Leen

printed for his use as yuurtermuster.

Suon after 7 € " ¢~ th war Ban ~ hepan to try to arouse interest in
his oil pro’- * 26 C . 5 1, and he wa bl ta i * st certain individuals
in Waco anc ... ti
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From Liberty he wrute his Confiederate Army friemi, ¢ e W, O'Brien
of Beaumont:

I3 .. ex ne-nt ¢ chis a s oil. If promii-vs we jay in the

s he Gr St L Bul . 7 r ny other ulyle of any

LT e T T Texies 1) wild ugn o =nt et T fese

r A cul Wy hias - ized and whocapital of

yr o tr p ment at £ r Lake o Hardinn (O (nty,

& delow w montey ha > It O eone onert wobuy the

woeloery o warch e bowe s wnrth {or ol

ur L it e ) ow T v w iooste ] our s the

r I U 4 Sw woNub e t hut *he o ooi! will

i [ N | B 2 U S 11 AR Y G W oroecss of ex-

peri {=, un are @ _ared T xen Towe will noike
Coriortem ¥ voitk o of toilfts s ad 7 osgl o2 owith ochd

Wwe. o weiary, ka o= for bread v m pula temptinzly invites
y ut rewch vat and  uteh it?

Barret urued O'Brics: to puchus leases ¢ nd o tun b, This, of
coursir, gress o Barret's part but provi 1> | .. [ruess.

For a time arter the war ended, however, there wus confusion in Texas,
four 1w v i oho eivil wovernment. General Y. H. Sherian, after a time,
cst ' military  wernment, and Provisional-Gove  ar A. J. Hamilton
sot ' b i the g. -5 of re-establishing civil gov rnme t. Hamilton in
early i86i5 called on the people of Texas to vote for ¢ lee tes to a state
convention, which met and made the Constitution of 18¢ .

Barrett did not wait for he making of a new constitution, for he and
his associntes o1t Qctober 9, 1845, leased the Skilleru tract, and the Daniel
C. Vail tract wius lecased the next day. Barret called his company the Melrose
Pctrolcum Compuany and his associaies in these leasrs were P. B. Ilollings-
worth, Chis A, Hamilton, and John B. Earle. The lease contracts gave

the Melrese Company  exclusive privilege of mining operations on  the
Lu | where & W, Skillern then lived and upon which 1 springs known as
et m or Oii Sprinvs were situated. Skillern and his as:ociates were

I o huradred dollars in eash at the time the contrar was sivned, and
wer: "o b puid two hundred dollars in thirty-six days, md they were to
r v Swelrth of wll mineral or oil wlich might be pro ured or found
a  the lar | Sorret's ¢ mpany sereed to put t. works in op wtion within

¢ voorx oor forfdt t contract. Timber on {1 land wus not to be un-
woar’y desty ywi L, nor the liund iujured e bt for necessury mining
tims. - TV wi s the first leuwse in T xas ¢« 1 which producing well

u corsblew o

In <. &von ot M ros Petrgleurm Company, Barret iind his associates

th ot o« vozloadv ne: 2 orum oof meney so that the company

wee |h ' ¢:oatal nd a test well v s 7 ran un the Skillern
LT ¢ ner o, Y ). Barret w~  made pr t of the company
d o1 D -1, 45, he sent . recei t r 81/ 0.00 to Earl B.
Han - T © 7t w: some of the mor oy Himilton bad promised

as part f the «  ruting o ipital of the compuany.
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Tripod

On May 14, 1866, Flint wrote Barret that he had paid B. P. Hollingsworth
$300 refunding him for his expenses to the North, presumably to inspect the
Pennsylvania oil fields™ Flint complained he had no report on Barret's
activities and he wanted a full statement. In this letter Flint suggested that
it might be a good policy to form a company under New York Corporation
laws and te scll stock.

Barret's associates in Waro wuere not alwavs pleased with their investment
and indicated they would =cll but a letter in the Barret papers dated June 14,
1866, countermanded an earlier letter and said they did not want to sell. This
letter was signed by John T. Flint, Charles A. Hamilton, J. B. Earle and
C. A. Hamilton. Flint, later on, again offered to sell his interest.®

Perhaps because of the unsettled conditions in Texas, or because he be-
lieved a New York Company would have more prestige, and that there was
surplus capital in New York, Flint again wrote Barret on June 23, 1866
that he was preparing a charter for a New York Company and was sending
a man to New York to promote the company and to sell Texas oil lands.
If the mission was not suceexsful, which it was not, Flint. was not to make
a charge to the company. Both Flint and Hollingsworth wrote Barret they
were sending a drilling company to Nacogdoches and that Barret cught to
make 2z contract with them. Hollingsworth said Barret could continue to
drilt his own well, and the new drillers could drill some other place’ Barret
must have objected for there is mo record of the mew drilling company’s
coming to Oil Springs.
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Barret's auger passed through several weak veins of ¢il and or a

of 106 feet the au er ropped through a v’ xix inches de, wi 1 oil,
water, and gas gt  ec to ihe top of the v 7" Barret reporfl * to
have a capacity of ien barrcls a day. Warner ays he « hi v | with

iron pipe, capped it and went to Pennsylvania tr ur anc - pevri-
enced help.”

LY

Pipe at a well

Barret must have experivneed many delays, some financial and otherwise,
for the well he be un in late 1865. On Qctober 2, 1866, he wrote Uoslonel
William Clark, a . 1er of the Texas Declaration of Independence und the
editor of the Neacogdoches  hronicli:, who had pullished an article whout the
importance of oil, that he acreed with him. In the Chronicle letter Barret
expressed the wish that the le of N doches and =urrounding counties
would get together and decii : un the b :t way to preduce oil. He was con-
vinced there was a plentiful cupply of oil in the areca. Barret said he had
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dect-ied tu po North and see different oil machinery working before he
bourht for his own tic 1

Bart * ‘ni- iatc ¥ vt wed his pa tners of hir uceeéss but he also in-
fa I n t e i ty of ke pi water jut of the well Hollings-
wor » who wu- :on at ol an engineer, wi it Qctober 10, for Barret
torab oo oul f r cloth or leather twa or three -t long the size
[ wl Rt A wincat or some other -mall ¢ -ain and atiach a
1 o w Tt T sowell Belnw where wi T r entered the well.
Tt L \ ' well ana 70 fing-w orgl tl kit wuld prevent
¢ Wil or ot [ sthorooily othe wise, L1 bt ¢ pu-h the oil
out .. t v LY .t bay was drawn to surfuce the water would
cunig tone ooty o oowould be lert, Hollingsworth cautioned if the
we UMl T wate it would have to be pumped out i 1 the most of the
ail v ald? “.'thi "+ no record that Barrel tried ihix ruggestion. Barret
T [ 11 and - nt wrote October 23 that a2 man by the name of
Lot Vot u »wowell in A elina County : yd that Moore would lend

hiny hi puy o) Flint complained tl at Earle, one of the pariners, had gone
to N di ches v evidence of oil, but that Barret was in Shreveport and
that b1 wened to Waco with no information. Flint knew Barret
was makin - arrangements to go North for he had cineeled his proposed
rip ko Ne York and he did not think it necezsary for both to make the trip.

iarret mu~t lLave | . for New York in carly Novewher, He wrote his
wi  from ¢ areveport that he had determined to go North and that his
brother, W.lliam, was waiting for him in New Orleans. He belicved he had
good pruspeets of making a large amount of money ovut of his petroleum
interests, He told Angelina to keep the Negroes who were on the farm and
he would pay them well when he returned in five or six weeks, “Anything
that you do will be rieght . . . Kiss the boys and tell them to be good boys
until Papa returns, God bless you all. Your husband, L. T. Barret."

Flint wrote November 25, 1866, before¢ Barret returned from the North,
that the Wiaco partners would be willing to sell fifty acres of the Skillern
tract for 320,000 or th ir part for $10.0utt, This offer, Flint wrote, had been
m: .1 Jolin Gl art of Palesting, but of course the % r would have to

b e ti= 1c vy with Barret and Hollir or: . Nothing car » from the offer,
Flir 1 av =sve b attempting to _et back 1 e money he had invested so
t s ul o £ ir the company mac - muney.

Barr v ¢ cied pl i hiz oil w hir: on h 1 North and was
aecossru i1 oter =t 0 J b FLoTarll 4oeivil oon i i project.
Ry B VL) | Y ¢ T . t . 00 worth
€ 1w Cu il oot s ow ' ¢l % hen Carll
arr, T ot L] i Bav v let b s he v oo atis od with the
A v | butl e p o odr bror 5 O sidel
t o [ ust Barret s erude : H T, uew ex-
plrea >r v od wars e te 2 put dow n he & le. Tro <L m the
Do L 1 B nile Y P ©The & T te ©owas
curl to: ey T oate hwvf b T out eneor ey ncooil Warner

s T wod i O 1} S P Iv t, Cur'l aban-
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for the drillers had not prepared tanks or a reservoir to care for it. After
the first day the well quit flowing and a pump was put on it.* Warner says
this well was located a few hundred feet from a well that had been dug
about sixty feet by band at about the same time Barret was drilling his
discovery well*®

J. P. Mangham, of Nacogdoches, told C. A. Warner in 1936 or 1937, that
he worked for the Petrolcum Prospecting Company from 1885 to 1887 and
that be was present when their well number one came in at a depth of 180
feet and produced twenty-five barrels a day. The oil at first was hauled off
by mule teams, and the pipe line to Nacogdoches was layed in 1888 or 1889.
Mangham said that at one time as many as 150 men worked at Oil Springs.
Mangham was a cooper and coopered the wooden barrels for the first ship-
ment of oil out of the Oil Springs field. The work was done at first under a
large tree, but later a building was built for that purpose.®

Petroleum Prospecting Company, Oil Springs

The Petroleum Prospecting well brought Texas its first real oil boom and
this was a direct result of Barret's efforts twenty years later. People flocked
into Nacogdoches from a wide area. The Petroleum Prospecting ('ompany
exhibited a great deal of enterprise and by the spring of 1889 had drilled
some forty wells. The company built an office and a storage house containing
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