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Of 1,012 adults surveyed, 71% said they
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What About Email that You Create? Can That be Inherited?

Digital transmissions which include email are specifically covered by the Digital Performance Right in
Sound Recordings Act of 1995 which amended the Copyright Act. Copyright protection is automatic. 54000/ Alghe.
Some service providers, such as Yahoo! Email may require that an email account be non-transferable gy
as one of the terms of service. With emails, the author of an email may obtain copyright protection
but if he or she does not retain a copy (printed or in digital format) there may not be any means to
secure a copy. The author of the email may need to make copies to ensure that the email is available
to his or her heirs after death.
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Laws Related to A Deceased Person’s Email Account

Connecticut, Rhode Island, Indiana, Oklahoma, and Idaho have passed laws divided into two categories:
1) the executor should have control over the digital assets and allow the executor the continued use of
the account and 2) those that grant an executor only access to the contents of a decedent’s email
accounts. At the present time there are many gray areas in the law related to the inheritance of digital -
assets. In fact, there is a glaring need for clarification. Until a court or laws are created, the issues 23
may be ruled by the various user agreements presented by online organizations.

The Challenge: Issues Impact So Many Types of Laws

The different laws implicated in these issues include property, wills and inheritance, privacy, contract

(user and licensing agreements and terms of use), family, and even copyright.
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