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American White Nationalism: The Ongoing Significance of Group Position and Race [Abstract] 

 

Racist individuals often express an underlying need for recognition that may result in association with groups which 
operate outside mainstream society and are exclusively white. We present data gathered from a survey administered 
to members of White Revolution, an Internet Web site for people who self-identify as white nationalists. The survey 
was active during the time of the survey but was closed in August 2011 by its founder and administrator, Billy Roper. 
In this article, we explore questions regarding racialist attitudes about group position in the broader society, 
prejudiced attitudes about minority groups, and nationalistic tendencies in this population of survey participants. We 
ground the study in Allport's classical prejudice theory and Blumer's group position model to try to make sense of 
what entices a segment of the population to inflate their sense of worth based on race and to align with racist 
organizations. We also include findings from a 2004 sample of mainstream white Americans that utilized similar 
questions from the General Social Survey. Both surveys reveal that respondents agree that America is better than 
most countries; that to be a true American, one must speak English; and that the world would be a better place if 
people from other countries were more like Americans. 
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