View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by SFA ScholarWorks

Stephen F. Austin State University

SFA ScholarWorks

Faculty Publications Forestry

2009

Recovery of Nesting Bald Eagles in Texas
(Abstract)

Sarah T. Saalfeld

Warren C. Conway

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry

b Part of the Forest Sciences Commons
Tell us how this article helped you.

Recommended Citation

Saalfeld, Sarah T. and Conway, Warren C., "Recovery of Nesting Bald Eagles in Texas (Abstract)" (2009). Faculty Publications. Paper
308.
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry/308

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Forestry at SFA ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications

by an authorized administrator of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/72734697?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry_department?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/90?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://sfasu.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_0qS6tdXftDLradv
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/forestry/308?utm_source=scholarworks.sfasu.edu%2Fforestry%2F308&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu

2009 SOUTHEASTERN NATURALIST 8(1):83

Recovery of Nesting Bald Eagles in Texas

Sarah T. Saalfeld* , Warren C. Conway', Ricky Maxey2, Chris Gregory3,
and Brent Ortego*

One of the most successful conservation stories in United
States' history resulted in Ha/iaeet11s leucocephalus (Bald
Eagle) being removed recently from the federal endangered
species list. Few studies, however, have documented
regional long-term recovery trends for Bald Eagles. We
quantified Bald Eagle nesting density, distribution, and
productivity trends by using aerial surveys of nests located
69 counties in eastern Texas from 1971-2005. The total
number of occupied nests, productive nests, and offspring
produced increased exponentially during that time with
the most dramatic increases occurring from 1995-2005.
Since 1971, the total number of occupied nests increased
13% per year, from 5 in 1971 to 157 in 2005 and the total
number of young produced also increased 13% per year,
from 6 in 1971 to 195 in 2005. Apparent nest success
estimates (50- 100%) and mean brood size (1-2
young/nest), however, remained relatively consistent from
1971 to 2005. By 1989, Bald Eagles in Texas exceeded
recovery goals set by the Southeastern States Bald Eagle
Recovery Team (i.e., >0.9 young produced/occupied nest,
> 1.5 young produced/successful nest, and >50% of nests
successful in raising at least 1 young). Continued regional
increases in Bald Eagle nesting activity may warrant
specific attention, particularly as related to anthropogenic
pressures and interactions in increasingly fragmented and
urbanized habitats.
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