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Intrroductionn
 

The Acoosta-Durst-TTaylor site (now known as the Duurst-Taylor House) is kknown as oone 
of the eaarliest occuupations in NNacogdochhes, TX. The property fronts North Street annd is 
just to thhe north of Hospital Sttreet (Figuree 1). Much of the histoory of this pplot of land and 
accompanying houuse, out struuctures, andd other builldings assoociated withh this land iss 
describeed thoroughhly in the sitte’s Nationaal Register of Historic Places nommination form 
(United States Deppartment of the Interiorr 2003). Whhat follows is a brief syynopsis of tthe 
changing landscape of site 41NA182. 

Figure 1: Topograpphic map shhowing the location of 41NA182 ((Acosta-Duurst-Taylor SSite) 
(Trails.ccom 2013). 

Sometimme before 1809, Andrees de Acostta acquiredd the 30 x 5 3 varas (255.4 x 44.9 
meters) property onn North Streeet (Corbinn and Phillipps 1990). OOn this parccel, he built a 
wood hoouse (casa de maderaa), lived withh his familyy (wife and tthree childrren), and keept 
livestockk. The adobbe floor wass located during Corbiin’s excavaations (curreently exists 
below thhe extant hoouse) (Corbbin and Phillips 1990). . In 1826, Joseph Dursst bought thhe 
parcel (including thhe house) frrom Acostaa. From 18336-1989, thee property wwas dividedd 
and soldd many timees (Table 1) (Corbin and Phillips 1990; Uniteed States DDepartmentt of 
the Interrior 2003). 
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Table 1: Ownershipp record of the Acostaa-Durst-Tayylor Site 
Date Owner Laand Divisio n 
ca. 18099 Andres de Acosta 
1826 Joseph Duurst 
1836 David Hofffman 
1837 Isaac Watt 

William Yo 
t Burton an 

oung Lacy 
d 

1838 Charles H.. Simms 18839-added parcel 
1841 Bennett Blake 
1845 Thomas J.. Rusk 
1845 William Occhiltree 
1846 John Blackkburn 
1861 Madison GG. Whitakerr 
1870 Lawrence S. Taylor 
1936 Robert Irio 

Taylor, Wi 
Anna Taylo 
descendan 

on Taylor, L 
lliam Taylo 
or Rulfs (an 
nts) 

Laura 
r, and 
nd 

4 
de 

parcels div 
eeded to liv 

vided and la 
ving relative 

ater 
es 

1989 Jack and C 
McKinney 
Foundation 

Claudine 
Historical 
n 

1996 City of Naccogdoches 

The houuse that currrently sits oon the Acossta-Durst-TTaylor site, tthe Durst-TTaylor housee 
(Figure 22), is an exxample of a hall-and-paarlor home (McAlesterr and McAleester 1984:: 94­
95) conssisting of twwo large roooms on eithher side of tthe doorwayy, one and one-half 
stories, and a frame structure that was mmost likely bbuilt before 1839. 

Figure 22: Current DDurst-Taylorr house 
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Today, tthere is an empty areaa to the souuth of the hoouse that coontains thee mule-poweered 
sugar caane press. AAt one timee, it was prooposed to bbe developeed into an oorchard; 
howeverr, an examiination of thhe Sanbornn Fire Insuraance maps (Sanborn MMap Co 20008) 
from 19006-1963 (Figure 3) shoows that this portion oof the propeerty was useed for an auto 
sales & service bussiness in 19946 and a mmachine shhop, with ann adjacent sstorage areea, in 
1963. Thhe Sanbornn map abbreviations (EEDR 2013) indicate thhat the machine shop wwas 
a metal clad on wood frame (IIRCL) struccture with a concrete flloor (Conc FL). In 19663, 
the Macchine Supplyy Co, locateed at 300 NNorth, sold ssteel beamms, plates, aangles, shafts, 
and channels (Figuure 3). Accoording to Paartin et al (11995), this machine shhop may haave 
been opperated by NNIBCO. 

a) 

c) d 

b) 

d) 
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e) f) 

g) h) 
Figure 33: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps ((Sanborn MMap Co 20008) focusingg on the 
Acosta-DDurst-Tayloor Site (indicated by reed rectanglee) (41NA1882): a) 19066; b) 1912; c) 
1921; d)) 1922; e) 1929; f) 19446 Auto Sales & Servicce added; gg) 1963 Maachine Shopp 
added; hh) advertiseement from the Daily SSentinel (19963). 

With thee McKinneyy Historical Foundationn purchase the Acostaa-Durst-Tayylor site, 
restoratiion of the DDurst-Taylorr house to its mid-19th century coondition beggan. In ordeer to 
accomplish this tassk, the Victoorian dormeer windows , the 1920ss bathroom, and the poorch 
columnss were remooved (Uniteed States DDepartment of Interior 22003). Thee McKinneyy 
Historicaal Foundati on funded aarchaeologgical researcch in the vicinity of thee house in 
order to discover possible struuctures thatt were assoociated withh the housee and to 
determinne the occuupational history of thee house (Coorbin and PPhillips 19900). These 
excavatiions were leed by Dr. James E. Coorbin of Steephen F. Auustin State University from 
1989-19991. Corbin and his stuudents deteermined (Coorbin and PPhillips 19900: 11): 

The front and sidde sills werre replaced at some timme, and it is 
possible that some or aall of the fouundation pieers were reeplaced or ppartially 
reeplaced at tthe same time. All of the piers in place at the time of thhe 
acquisition oof the propeerty were clearly twenttieth centurry replacemments. 
TThe only excception may be the fraagment of aa mill stone recovered from the 
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bottom of the southwest corner pier. An excavation for a foundation pier at 
the southeast corner of the house is slightly out of line with the present 
structure, suggesting that the structure may have been moved slightly at 
some time or that it had slipped from its original foundation, possibly 
during sill replacement or after sill replacement. In addition, the original 
foundation for the south chimney does not align with the present house 
orientation, again suggesting slippage or movement of the structure.  

While the south chimney had been set on a dry laid brick footing set 
well down into the ground, excavations in the vicinity of the north chimney 
revealed that the chimney had been set on a hard compacted feature at 
the ground surface. This compacted area was traced southward under the 
house and appears to be an earthen floor that is smaller in area than the 
present house. If this feature is indeed a floor, it would more likely be 
associated with a Spanish style palisado house (constructed of vertical 
posts set in the ground and plastered with adobe) or a French, style 
bousiallage house (a half-timbered structure of wood and adobe built on 
the ground or set on a low rock footing or piers).  

The artifacts recovered during the excavations primarily are objects 
or fragments of objects of ceramics (dishes, etc.), bricks, glass (window 
glass and bottles, etc.), and metal (mostly iron nails of various types). At 
this time, most temporally sensitive artifacts are the numerous sherds of 
ceramic vessels recovered. Eighteenth century Spanish, Mexican, French 
ceramics are easily distinguished from their English counterparts. 
Likewise, the predominant English ceramics of the first half of the 
nineteenth century can give us some temporal clues as well. In addition, 
post-Civil War English and American ceramics are easily distinguished 
from their predecessors. 

When the City of Nacogdoches acquired the property, their goal was to make the site 
into a historic house museum with a garden that reflects the 1840-1860 culture and time 
period in Nacogdoches (City of Nacogdoches 2013). As part of this process, a 
blacksmith and storage shed, a kitchen that currently functions as the staff office, and a 
visitor’s center were added to the west of the Durst-Taylor house. In 2008, there were 
plans to add a chicken yard on the southeast corner of the property. As of 2008, the two 
theorized water wells had not been located. 

As a result of the modification plans for the chicken yard and the mystery surrounding 
the missing wells, there were two different goals for the archaeological excavations in 
2008: 1) locating one or both wells, and 2) mitigation of the area to be used for the 
chicken yard (the southeast corner of the property). In order to accomplish these goals, 
the archaeological work took place in two stages: 1) remote sensing to locate the 
well(s); and 2) clearing excavations.  
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Metthodology 


In order to locate thhe well(s), rremote sensing was coonducted. AAfter the coompletion oof 
remote ssensing, thee locations for the posssible wells were excaavated usingg clearing 
excavatiions. The aarea for the chicken yaard also wass excavatedd using clearing 
excavatiions. 

After seaarching for the datum points A-C used by CCorbin during his excavvations in 1989­
1990, Jeeff Williamss (an underggraduate sttudent durinng Corbin’ss field schoool), Victor 
Galan, aand I were uunable to loocate any oof the pointss. We couldd also not fi nd the BM 
100.00’ assumed cchisel mark on the nortth side conccrete wall ((noted on thhe survey mmap 
see Figuure 6). Therrefore, I esttablished daatum point D at the Sttate Archeoological 
Landmaark placed bby the Texaas Historical Commissiion (Figure 4). This pooint is near the 
site’s vissitor’s map.. 

Figure 44: State Arccheological Landmark, Texas Histtorical Commmission ussed as Datuum 
Point D. 

Remote sensing waas needed to locate thhe well(s). CCorbin prodduced an exxcavation mmap 
where he noted thee possible loocation of ttwo wells (oone near the current raamp leadingg to 
the housse back dooor) and onee near the pproposed orrchard (currrently beingg used for tthe 
mule-poowered sugaar cane preess). In ordeer to more ssecurely locate the weell(s), we (DDr. 
Leslie GG. Cecil andd Dr. George Avery) coonducted a geophysicaal analysis using a 
Geonicss® EM-31 TTerrain Ressistivity/ Connductivity MMeter. This technologyy detects 
variationns in the subsurface sooils throughh an electroomagnetic inductive teechnology 
(Geonics 2009). Thhe quality oof the resultss can be afffected by ssalinity, clayy content, 
moisturee, and tempperature (Kinal et al. 2006:79; Whhittaker 20005). The EMM-31 is 
composed of three distinct areeas: 1) the transmitter coil; 2) thee receiver coil; and 3) tthe 
data logger. The el ectromagnetic pulse pproduced byy the transmmitter coil ppenetrates 
three meeters in the horizontal position annd six meteers in the veertical positiion. After 
penetratting the soills, conductivity (related to soil deensity) is reccorded by tthe receiverr coil 
and dispplayed in th e data loggger. For thiss project wee recorded both depths. We recoorded 
data eveery other meter, but coould not gett close to thhe current mmetal fencee or to the raamp 
by the DDurst-Taylorr house adddition (the pprobable loccation of a well). 
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The dataa logger nuumbers were recorded by hand annd entered into an Exccel 
spreadsheet for additional anaalyses. Thoose data weere then plootted using Surfer® 
softwaree. Unfortunaately, becauuse data were recordeed every ot ther meter, a continuous 
contour map was nnot possiblee (Figure 5). As a result, I looked to see if annomalies 
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Figure 55: Area of reemote senssing lookingg west (a) aand results (b).The 0,00 point in a is at 
the bottoom left of thhe image, juust off the image, nextt to the fencce. The posssible locattion 
of well 22 is indicateed by the reed circle in bboth imagess. 

existed. While nonee were obvious anomaalies, there was a diffeerence at NN6/W3, whicch is 
the apprroximate loccation of the 20’ well indicated onn the Surveeyor map (FFigure 6). WWe 
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exploredd this area ffor the pressence of a wwell. In adddition to thiss well, the field school 
team exxcavated thee area betwween the acccess rampp and the adddition buildding for thee 
existencce of a well.. 

Figure 66: Surveyor’’s Map of thhe Acosta-DDurst-Tayloor site. Corbbin’s excavations are 
darkeneed squares and current excavations are in reed (adaptedd from Corbbin’s field 
notes). 
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Clearing excavations took place at the southeast corner of the property. A 90m x 90m 
area was gridded in 1m x 1m units. Based off of Datum D and the previous excavation 
maps, the excavation area covered N102-110/W57-49. Due to time constraints and 
number of students, not all of the units were excavated; only 24 units were actually 
excavated (Table 2 and Figure 7).  

Table 2: Data for Southeast Corner Clearing Excavations 

Northing Westing Levels Excavated Lot Numbers 
102 57 2 1061, 1098 
102 56 4 1062, 1099, 1114, 1116 
102 53 2 1071, 1102 
102 51 2 1079, 1105 
103 56 2 1059, 1097 
104 54 2 1064, 1100 
104 53 2 1065, 1101 
104 51 2 1073, 1103 
104 50 2 1074, 1104 
105 55 2 1036, 1096 
105 53 2 1044, 1093 
105 50 3 1053, 1089, 1111 
105 49 3 1054, 1090, 1112 
106 56 2 1032, 1094 
106 55 3 1033, 1095, 1107 
106 53 3 1041, 1092, 1110 
107 54 2 1037, 1091 
107 51 4 1046, 1088, 1106, 1108 
108 52 2 1048, 1084 
108 49 3 1027, 1087, 1109 
109 53 2 1014, 1083 
109 50 3 1023, 1086, 1113 
110 52 2 1012, 1082 
110 49 3 1021, 1085, 1115 
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Figure 77: Southeasst corner exxcavation arrea. 

Clearingg excavationns were alsso conducteed to locatee two possibble wells. TThe first areea 
excavateed was betwween the raamp/railing and the kittchen/staff office.  Thiss was a 3mm x 
1m areaa encompasssing N121//W99-97. DDue to logisstical issuess of physicaal space forr 
excavatiion (not enoough spacee for three ppeople), only N121/999 and N121//97 were 
excavateed (Table 33 and Figuree 8). 

Table 3: Data for PPossible Weell 1Clearingg Excavatioons 

Northingg Easting Leveels Excavatted Lot Numbers 
121 99 2 1116, 1124, 11132, 1133, 1137, 11388 
121 97 2 1117, 1125 
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Figure 88: Area of WWell 1 showwing locationn and tight wwell. 

The seccond possibble location for a well (hereafter, AArea 3) wass located too the south of 
the first well. This iss the area wwere the City of Nacoggdoches annd the Friennds of Histooric 
Nacogdooches hold their sugarrcane event in Januaryy. We openned a 3m x 2m area foor 
excavatiions. The uunits excavaated were NN105-106/WW87-85 (Taable 4). 

Table 4: Data for AArea 3 Clearring Excavaations 
Northingg Westting Leveels Excavatting Lot Numbers 
105 87 2 11221, 1129 
105 86 2 11222, 1130 
105 85 3 11223, 1131, 11135 
106 87 2 1118, 1126 
106 86 3 1119, 1127, 11134 
106 87 4 11220, 1128, 11136 

All units (1m x 1m ssquares) wwere excavaated using aarbitrary levvels of 10 ccm. Each unnit at 
each levvel was giveen a distincct lot numbeer (Appendiices A-L) too preserve pproveniencce 
informattion. In tota l 78 lots weere excavatted. All excaavated soil was dry siffted using aa ¼” 
mesh sccreen (one day the soil was wet sscreened beecause of tthe previouss night’s rain). 
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RResults 


Southeeast Cleaaring Excaavations 

A total oof 24 units wwere excavated in thiss area. Twoo units weree excavatedd to four levvels 
(a depthh of 40 cm) to determinne the likelihood of human activitty that coinccided with tthe 
earlier ooccupationss of the site. Level 1 coonsisted of topsoil (2.55YR 6/2) that was 
approximmately 7cmm thick and bbeneath thee topsoil waas a layer oof sand (5YYR 5/8) and 
pea-sizeed gravel. TThe sand was more prominent in the N110 aarea (closesst to the 
Visitor’s Center) annd tapered ooff further aaway from tthe Visitor’ss Center. The sand annd 
gravel are most likeely a result of the fill saand used dduring the cconstructionn of the Visitor’s 
Center. 

Figure 99: Sand in thhe left portion of the unit and topssoil to the rright of leveel 1 (N107/WW51) 

Level 2 contained aa hard, commpact yellowwish-red claay (5YR 5/88) with areaas of sand aand 
gravel (FFigure 9). TThe most prrominent (aand most diffficult to remmove) charracteristic oof 
this leveel was the ccompact claay. Some exxcavators nnoted the presence of asphalt and 
concretee pieces mixed into thee clay. The clay was sso compactt that it bentt ½” iron naails 
(Figure 10) and reqquired the uuse of a pick ax to breaak up the mmatrix (Figuure 11). 

Mixed wwithin this laayer were laarge (flat noot thick) areeas of a graay-white benntonite clayy. 
Removaal of the benntonite clayy was intereesting because it was aalmost imppossible to 
crack wiith a pick axxe and wheen wet, it morphed to wwhatever toool was beinng used. Att a 
depth off 15-18 cm below surfaace is an orrganic laye r that is appproximatelyy 5 mm in ddepth 
(see Figgures 15-177). Both claays and the organic layyer were evventually reemoved to 
complete the excavvation of Leevel 2. 

At the boottom of Leevel 2 (and the top 5 cm of Level 3) in units N102/W57 , N105/W500 
and N1005/W49 PV C piping caame into vieew. The pipping most likkely had soomething too do 
with the Visitor’s Ceenter and ddid not relatte to any off the previous construcctions at thee 
Acosta-DDurst-Tayloor site. 
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Figure 10: Mattheww Worrell (sstudent) holding the naail that was bent by thee compact cclay 
layer. 

Figure 11: Clay layyer of level 22 (N110/W552) 

In addition the pressence of PVVC pipes, LLevels 1 andd 2 were sttrewn with bbricks and bbrick 
fragmennts. The maajority of thee bricks andd brick fragmments cam me from Levvel 2 and thee 
center oof the excavvations (N1005-102/W555-53). Thiss also is thee depth of thhe only featture 
that we excavated. While two feature nummbers weree allocated,, Feature 100 (N104/WW54) 
and Feaature 101 (NN102/W53), the two unnits represeent the samme continuoous feature 
(Figure 12). Featurre 100 had a solid concrete formaation in the southwest part of the unit 
(Figure 13). At its wwidest pointt, it measurres 43 cm aand at its naarrowest paart, it measuures 
27 cm. TThe concrete is 10 cm thick. 
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Figure 12: Plan maap of Featurre 100 and Feature 1001. Top left unit is N1004/N54. North is 
the top oof the map. 

Figure 13: Feature 100 (N1044/W54-Leveel 2) 

Feature 101 (N1022/W53) (Figure 14) is too the southh of Featuree 100 and ccontains a 
cluster oof concrete and brick in the southhwest corneer of the unit. Concretee extends frrom 
the westtern unit waall for 16 cmm and beneeath this largger concrette slab are two other 
smaller pieces of concrete thaat appear too be associaated with eeach other. To the nortth of 
these pieces of conncrete is a tthree-hole bbrick. 
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Figure 14: Feature 101 (N1022-W53-Leveel 2) 

Below thhe compactt clay strataa was a yelllowish-browwn (7.5-10YYR 5/6) commpact sand that 
was eassily excavatted (Figure 15). In N1007/W51 (buut not elsewwhere), just above this 
sand, there is an orrganic layer (Figures 116 and 17).. 

Figure 15: Stratigraphy of thee first three levels of N107/W51. 

Given thhat the nummber of artifaacts from thhe excavatiions of Leveel 3 decreaased 
significaantly, only twwo units weere excavatted to Level 4 to checkk for the preesence of 
human aactivity. Thee sand that typified Leevel 3 continnued into Level 4. Artiffacts, althoough 
in minorr frequenciees, continueed to be fouund in the toop half of LLevel 4 and many of thhese 
artifacts could be aassociated wwith a machhine shop oor auto salees and servvice shop. AAt 
approximmately 35 ccm below suurface, artiffacts ceaseed to be fouund. We dugg three posst 
holes that were 15 cm deep (ffor a total d epth of 55 cm) in N1007/W51; thee soil remai ned 
the same color andd consistenccy, and no artifacts weere recoverred. Due to time 
constraints, excavaations in this area endeed. 
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Figure 16: Stratigraaphy of N1007/W51: a) Level 1 is ttopsoil withh pea-sized gravel; b) 
organic layer betweeen clay annd sand; c) Level 2 is tthe compacct clay with bentonite; d) 
Levels 33 and 4 are compact sand. 

Figure 17: Profile ddrawing of the north waall of N107//W51: A) Leevel 1 is peea-sized graavel; 
B) organnic layer beetween clayy and sand; C) Level 2 is the commpact clay wwith bentonite; 
D) Levels 3 and 4 aare compacct sand. 
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Well (BBetween Railing and Kitcheen)
Two unitts (N121/WW99 and N121/W97) wwere excavaated betweeen the railinng and the 
kitchen ((current staaff office) too determinee the presennce of a posssible well. The 
westernmost unit wwas excava ted to six leevels and thhe easternmmost unit wwas excavatted 
to two leevels (a cat burial was found that slowed exccavations). Due to thee artifacts foound 
in this arrea, it is thee location oof a well. 

Unlike thhe other exxcavated loccations, thiss area conssisted of veery soft, darrk soil. As ccan 
be seen in Figure 118, there waas some stratigraphy aat the top oof the well aas suggesteed 
by the different coloors (from toop to bottomm: 5YR 5/2,, 5YR 5/6, 55YR 4/6, 100YR 3/2, annd 
2.5YR 44/6). The daarker soils (5YR and 100YR hues) continued until a deptth of 40 cmm 
(Level 4) when the soil becamme redder (22.5YR 4/6).. The top leevels contained small 
pebbles, small piecces of erodeed brick, annd charcoall, whereas the lower leevels consi sted 
of brokeen artifacts, but no pebbbles. 

Figure 18: Stratigraaphy of N1221/W99. 

While we were unaable to find the walls off the well, aalong the eaast wall in LLevel 2 of 
N121/WW97, there wwas a thick metal platee (Figure 199). This couuld be part oof the outlinne 
for the wwell. In this same area, there weree a few brooken bricks.. This alonee may not 
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Figure 19: Metal plate in Well 1. 

suggest the presennce of a well; however, the counteerweight (FFigure 20) wweighing 2.66 kg 
(5.8 lbs.) found in Level 2 of NN121/W99 provides fuurther evideence that thhis was the area 
of one oof the possibble wells. TThe counterrweight wass most likelyy at one ennd of a device 
(perhapss a pole) annd the buckket at the otther. The poole was balanced in thhe middle oof an 
upright fframe.   

Figure 220: Counterrweight fromm N121/W999 Level 2. 
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As excavations conntinued in thhis area, whole jars, mmetal artifaccts, and aniimal bones 
were fouund. 

At Levell 2 in unit NN121/W97 aalong the soouth wall, wwe encounteered an inteentional burial 
of a smaall animal (FFigures 21 and 22). Thhe animal wwas facing wwest with itts back agaainst 
the soutth wall. 

Figure 221: Animal bburial in N1 21/W97, Leevel 2. 

Figure 222: Profile oof the south wall of N1221/W97: A)) Dark yelloowish brownn, loose, saandy 
soil (10YYR 3/4); B) yellowish-bbrown (10YYR 5/4) sandd; C) dark bbrown sandd; D) dark 
yellowis h brown (100YR 4/6) saand; E) pet burial in daark brown ((10YR 3/3) organic soil.  

Given thhe animal’s mandible aand teeth, itt was identified as a ddomestic caat (Felis cat us). 
Beneathh the head oof the cat wwas a zinc pplate that diisintegratedd upon removal. This mmay 
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have been the cat’ss name tag. As can bee seen fromm Figure 21, there is annother bonee 
associatted with thee burial. Thiis bone (a BBos patella) was placeed just northh of the catt’s 
ribcage. Just beloww the burial,, there is a broken longg bone of aa large animmal (perhapps 
Bos or EEquus). 

Area 3 
This areea was excaavated becaause it heldd the greateest possibiliity (Corbin excavation 
map andd remote seensing) of bbeing the loocation of a second weell. As a ressult, we 
excavateed a 3m x 22m area. A total of six units were excavatedd and three of those unnits 
(N106/86, N106/W85, and N105/W85) wwere excavaated to leveel 3. Unfortuunately, no well 
was deteected in this area (we only excavvated for fouur days at tthis locationn). Instead, 
what wee excavatedd is most likkely the locaation of the auto saless and servicce shop in 11946 
and the machine shhop in 19633 (Figure 3ff-g). 

Level 1 contained aan ash lenss just beloww a thin top soil in some locationss (Figure 233). 
This is mmost likely tthe result off burning wwood and/orr cane for mmaking syruup. Below thhe 
ash lenss was a very compact,  reddish-yeellow (5YR 7/6) clay mmixed with bbentonite 
(Figure 224). As desscribed prevviously for tthe excavattions in thee southeast corner, thiss 
clay layeer was veryy hard to exxcavate duee to its compactness aand the pressence of 
bentonitte. Mixed wwith the clayys were piecces of asphhalt. This coonglomeration continued 
for 10 cmm (into Lev el 2). Feweer artifacts wwere excavvated from LLevel 1. 

Figure 223: Ash lenss N106/W85 
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Figure 224: Clay andd bentonite  layer of Leevel 1 (ash lens abovee) N105/W886 

At approoximately 1 3 cm beloww surface, thhe clay layeer that typiffied Level I changed too a 
brown soil (10YR 55/3) that waas full of glaass and mettal artifacts . The higheest 
concentration of meetal artifactts came fro m Level 2 oof N105/W887. Level 3 had a 
combinaation of the reddish-broown soil annd a less coompact redddish-yelloww sand/clay 
found elsewhere att the site (FFigure 25). 

Figure 225: Profile oof N106/W885: A) topsooil (5YR 4/33); B) ash leens; c) redddish-yellow clay 
mixed wwith bentonitte (7.5YR 66/8); and D)) reddish-brrown (5YR 4/3) sand. 
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Artifacts 

Excavations from the three areas yielded 4938 artifacts: 2900 artifacts from the 
southeast clearing excavations, 1090 artifacts from Well 1, and 948 artifacts from Area 
3. With the exception of one Historic period Native American sherd, all of the artifacts 
represented the post-Acosta occupation of the Acosta-Durst-Taylor site. What follows is 
the artifact description by area. 

Southeast Clearing Excavations
There were a total of 2900 artifacts excavated from this area. Artifact counts by unit and 
level are in Appendices A-D. 

Metal 
Of the 2900 artifacts excavated from the southeast corner, 654 of those were metal 
artifacts. In general, the metal artifacts were made from iron and were heavily corroded. 
The only exceptions were small pieces of lead that were most likely used for soldering. 
While these artifacts were corroded, many times their shape could be determined as 
well as their possible functional category. All of these artifacts represent items that could 
have been found in an auto sales and service shop or machine shop. 

1) Nails (n=373) The nails that were whole were wire cut nails that were not used 
as tacking nails (most at least 5 cm in length). Not all of the nails were whole as there 
was bad preservation and some of the longer nails were bent at a right angle indicating 
use. In Level 1, the highest frequency of nails occurred in the N104-105 area whereas 
in Level 2, the highest frequency of nails occurred in N102; however, they were fairly 
evenly distributed in Level 2. 

2) Wire (n=84) There were many pieces of metal wire that were approximately 
2mm in diameter. Some wire was approximately one meter in length, but the majority of 
the wire pieces were similar in size to the nails. Wire was most common in Level 2.  

3) Metal Plates (n=90) This category of artifact is defined as a thick 
(approximately 5 mm) solid piece of iron. It is possible that many of these plates are 
very corroded nuts and/or smaller pieces (broken) of larger iron artifacts.  

4) Screws and bolts (n=26) 

5) Washers (n=9) 

6) Nuts (n=7) 

7) Lead (n=2) Two pieces of lead looked as if they had been melted during 
soldering. What was excavated was the lead that fell from the pipe to the ground after 
being melted.  
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 8) Pipe (n=55) These iroon pipes weere very heaavy and haad a diameteer of 
approximmately 4 cmm. 

9) Spark Pluug (n=2) 

10) Pull tabss and bottlee caps (n=10) Nine of tthe artifactss in the cateegory weree pull 
tabs fromm soda popp cans. Thee one bottlee cap was tooo eroded tto determinne the brandd. 

11) Bullet caasing (n=1) This bullett casing is aa 22 mm. 

12) Foil (n=66) This foil wwas heavieer than alumminum foil aand could not be 
straighteened (it wass usually crrumpled toggether). 

13) Miscellaneous (n=339) The maajority of artrtifacts in this categoryy consists oof 
pieces oof corroded metal that could not bbe identifiedd. Of those that were identifiable,, a 
1981 nicckel was exxcavated froom N110/WW49 Level 1, an anvil wwas excavaated from 
N110/WW52 Level 2 (Figure 26), and a hose clamp foor a car wa s excavated from 
N106/WW56 Level 3. 

Figure 226: Iron anvvil excavateed from N1110/W52 Levvel 2 


Ceramic (including Brick aand Mortaar) 

Unlike mmany excavvations as wwell as prevvious excavvations at thhis site, thiss artifact 

categoryy did not rank highest in artifact ccount (n=955). The ceraamic artifaccts were quiite 

small annd only one  design on the decoraated sherdss could be ddetermined..
 

1) Refined EEathenwarees (n=62) TThese undeecorated shherds are thhe most 
commonn type of poottery excavvated duringg 2008 as wwell as duriing earlier eexcavationss. 
While thhere are diffferent categgories of refined eartheenwares (ccreamware, , pearlware, 
whitewaare, and ironnstone) thee majority off sherds weere so smalll that differrentiating thhem 
based on slight diffferences in glazes at aareas wheree the glaze pooled waas impossibble 
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(South 11977). Giveen the time period of thhe excavatioons and thee solid whitte color of the 
glazes, tthe most likkely category for thesee undecoratted sherds are whitewwares. Threee 
whitewaares from N104/W54-553 Level 2 aand N105/WW55 Level 11 were burnned. 

2) Transferwwares (n=5)) Two differrent colors oof transferwwares were excavatedd 
from thiss area: bluee (n=4) and black (n=11). Three off the four bllue sherds represent 
typical trransferwarees from Enggland, and one sherd was a piecce of flow blue 
transferwware. Becaause the sheerds were sso small, noo pattern naame or mannufacturer 
could bee determineed. 

3) Hand painnted (n=1) One hand ppainted sheerd was exccavated andd part of the 
painted decoration was a greeen leaf (simmilar to the oone shown in Figure 333). 

4) Porcelain (n=7) Sevven pieces of white poorcelain werre excavateed in this arrea. 
It is posssible that thhe sherds wwere from ddecorated cceramics; hoowever, givven their smmall 
size, thiss could not be determined. 

5) Annular (nn=0) No AAnnular sheerds were eexcavated ffrom this arrea. 

6) Coarse Earthenwaree (n=9) Theese earthennware body sherds hadd a brown 
glaze onn the exterioor of the thiick vessel wwalls. The ssherds mosst likely reprresent 
utilitariann vessels.  

7) Miscellaneous Histo ric Ceramiccs (n=9) Foour of the saamples in thhis categorry 
represennt tiles: onee is a hexaggonal white bathroom tile and threee are sherrds of a purrple 
glazed tile that mayy have been used in aa bathroom or on a wall (Figure 27). The 
remaininng unclassiffied sherdss were too ssmall or laccked exterioor surfaces to definitiveely 
include tthem in anyy of the aboove categorries. 

Figure 227: Purple gglazed tiles from N1066/W56 Leveel 1. 

8) Native Ammerican Ceramic (n=1) One burnished sherdd was excaavated fromm 
N107/544 Level 2 (FFigure 28). TThis is a coourseware bbody sherdd that has evvidence of 
burnishing on the eexterior wal l. 
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Figure 228: Native AAmerican poottery N1077/W54 Leveel 2 

9) Bricks (n==362) Whilee the vast mmajority of tthe brick arttifacts repreesent brick 
fragmennts, there were eight coomplete, 3--hole brickss (the remainder were fragments)). 
The surffaces and hhole diametters were coonstant sugggesting staandardization in 
manufaccture. One observes ddrag marks on the top and bottomm surfaces. The brick ccolor 
is pink (Figure 29). These are the same bbricks foundd in Featurre 101. 

10) Mortar (nn=150) A very sandy ggray mortarr is found wwithin and aaround manny 
bricks (ssee Figure 229). In addition to this occurrencee, mortar wwas found not associatted 
with briccks. 

Figure 229. Bricks (aand mortar)) from N1088/W52 Leveel 1 

25 




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glass 
The majjority of the artifacts exxcavated froom this areea were classsified as gglass artifaccts 
(n=11622). 

1) Window PPane glass (n=60) Theese flat, cleear shards rrepresent wwindow pane 
glass. None were laarger than 4 cm and mmost were uunder .5 cmm in size. 

2) Green Glaass (n=27) These shaards varied in color andd this variattion is mostt 
likely duue to glass tthickness inndicating di fferent areaas of bottles. All of thee green shaards 
fall within the olive green and olive ambeer color cateegory (Linddsey 2013). These shaards 
are also consistentt with greenn shards excavated froom previouss excavatioons and those 
from thee Sterne-Hooya house. 

3) Amber (BBrown) Glasss (n=131) The seconnd highest nnumber of gglass shardds fall 
within thhe amber coolor category. These mmost likely rrepresent bbottles; howwever, no 
diagnosttic shards ccame from these excaavations. 

4) Milk Whitee Glass (n==12) These shards aree opaque wwhite glass aand were mmost 
likely froom some shhort of bottlee; howeverr, they are bbody shardss and are nnot diagnosstic. 

5) Blue Glasss (n=10) Like other coolored glasss shards, thhese piecess are very ssmall 
and withhout any kinnd of decoraation. Whilee they are ssmall in natture, they ccan be 
classified as cobaltt blue (Lindsey 2013). 

6) Red Glass (n=6) Theese shards are thick aand have a pressed haatched design 
(Figure 330). This gglass most llikely repressents shardds of broken car taillights. Other 
shards wwere small, but had the same hattched desiggn. 

Figure 330: Red tailllight N107/WW51 Level 2. 
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7) Purple Glass (n=1) One light purple shard was excavated from this area. 
Unfortunately, this shard was only a small chip. 

8) Clear Glass (n=913) The majority of the glass shards from this excavation 
were clear. Most of these shards were curved and were most likely parts of some type 
of bottle. However, given their small and fragmented nature, determination of kind of 
bottle was impossible. Three pieces of clear glass had a pressed hatch design that 
appears similar to the red taillight discussed previously suggesting that they may have 
been headlights. 

9) Mirror (n=1) One shard of mirror was excavated. It measured approximately 
1.5 cm x 2.5 cm. 

10) Marble (n=1) One yellow glass marble was encountered during excavations.  

Miscellaneous 
1) Asphalt (n=1) A 3.5 cm piece of asphalt, not associated with Feature 100/101, was 
excavated from N109/W53 Level 1. In addition to this larger piece, tiny fragments were 
also noted throughout the excavations (especially near and around Feature 100/101), 
but were not counted as they appeared to be part of the clay/floor matrix.  

2) Button (n=2) Two plastic, two hole, white, plastic buttons were excavated.  

3) Carpet (n=1) This artifact represents industrial carpet that was approximately 1 cm 
square. It appears that the carpet was gray; however, decomposition may have affected 
the color. 

4) Chalk (n=3) These were fragments of sticks of chalk. 

5) Graphite (n=3) These graphite artifacts represent pencil leads.  

6) Fauna (n=3) Three animal bones were found in the excavations. Due to the 
fragmentary nature of the bones, they could not be identified as to genus.  

7) Flora (n=114) Two fruit pits (most likely peach) were excavated from N106/W56 Level 
1 and three pecan shells from N104 and 102/W53 Level 2. There were four pieces of 
tree wood that appeared to have been decaying. Two of the pieces were approximately 
40 cm in length. One piece most likely functioned as construction material given the 
faded paint located in the middle of the small plank. We excavated a piece of string. 
Aside from those artifacts, the remaining flora artifacts were charcoal.  

8) Lithics (n=191) This category only contains pebbles that would have been used for 
gravel. The size range includes pea and nickel size and was mixed.  
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9) Paper (n=23) Various scraps of paper were encountered during excavations. They 
appear to be from newspapers, but were decomposed so that the words could not be 
read. 

10) Plastic (n=135) Many pieces of plastic were encountered during excavations. Most 
of the pieces were black and smashed flat. There was a Heinz ketchup and a lemon 
juice packet that did not appear to be associated with the auto sales and service or 
machine shop (most likely modern trash). One artifact was a plastic washer.  

11) Rubber (n=3) One piece of rubber represented a small toy ball. The other two 
pieces were black and non-descript.  

Well 1 Excavation 
There were a total of 1090 artifacts excavated from this area. In addition to this being 

the most likely area for a well, there was a domesticated cat burial. Artifact counts by 

unit and level appear in Appendices E-H. 


Metal 

Of the 1090 artifacts excavated from this location, 328 were metals.  


1) Nails (n=250) The most prolific metal artifact was the nail. Most of the nails 
were very corroded. Those that were in better condition were wire cut nails ranging from 
approximately 7-9 cm in length (most were broken).  

2) Wire (n=0)  

3) Metal Plates (n=68) There was one prominent metal plate that was located in 
N121/W97 (Figure 19). As discussed previously, this may represent possible edging of 
a well. There is one flat piece of metal that appears very similar to an edging stake. The 
remaining metal plate artifacts were pieces of thick (5 mm) metal rectangles similar to 
the shape of a ruler (but not a ruler).   

4) Screws and bolts (n=1) 

5) Washers (n=2) 

6) Nuts (n=0) 

7) Lead (n=0) 

8) Pipe (n=1) The small section of pipe has a diameter of approximately 2.5 cm.  

9) Spark Plug (n=0) 

10) Pull tabs and bottle caps (n=1) One pull tab was excavated. 
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 11) Bullet caasing (n=0) 

12) Foil (n=00) 

13) Miscellaneous (n=55) The mosst notable mmiscellaneoous metal aartifact is thee 
counterwweight. Thee interior of the counteerweight is ffilled with cooncrete maaking its weeight 
2.6 kg. The secondd metal artiifact was thhe metal thrreaded base of a light bulb. A thirrd 
metal arrtifact was aa long metaal spike thatt we (and CCorbin) used during exxcavations wwith 
a piece of pink flagging tape. I suspect thhat Corbin lleft this naill behind. TThe other twwo 
pieces oof metal were too eroded to deterrmine their ttype.  

Ceramic (including Brick aand Mortaar) 

There wwere 148 ceramic artifaacts encounntered in this area. 


1) Refined EEathenwarees (n=91) TThe majorityy of brokenn pottery in the well 
represennts whitewaares. As witth the otherr two excavvated areass, no forms could be 
determinned. A makker’s mark wwas found aand it repreesents ironsstone potterry that was 
either mmade in Enggland or thee United Staates (Figuree 31). Unforrtunately, thhe mark is ttoo 
incompleete and cannnot be maatched to esstablished mmarks. 

Figure 331: Ironstonne maker’s mark from N121/W99 Level 3 

2) Transferwwares (n=4)) Two blue and two blaack transferrware sherdds were 
excavateed from thiss area. Figuure 32 showws one bluee and one bblack sherdd. 
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a) b) 
Figure 332: Transferrware sherdds: a) blue (N121/W999 Level 1) aand b) blackk (N121/W999 
Level 4)

 3) Hand painnted (n=2) TTwo white glazed sheerds had a hhand painteed design 
(Figure 333). 

Figure 333: Hand paainted sherdd from N121/W99 Levvel 4 

4) Porcelain (n=24) Thhe majority of the porccelain sherdds were nott decorated. 
Howeveer, there were four thatt had blue eedging and one had a red paintedd design 
(Figure 334a). Thesee sherds arre the samee decoration as found on Japaneese hand-
painted Geisha Girrl porcelain (Nilsson 20012) excavaated by Corbin (Figuree 34b). Thee 
stamp on the underside statess “Made in Japan.” 

30 




r

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

a) bb) 
Figure 334: Chinesee porcelain: a) sherd excavated frrom N121/WW99 Level 44 and b) 
portion oof plate exccavated by Corbin. 

5) Annular (nn=2) This ppottery is defined as “ppart of the Factory-maade Slipwarre 
group off refined eaarthenware ceramics ddecorated wwith appliedd slip decoraation. Thesse 
were prooduced in ggreat quantity during thhe last quarrter of the eeighteenth ccentury throough 
the nineteenth centtury in Englland and thhe United States. Bandding occurred both as a 
primary decorative element annd in conjunnction with other desiggn elements such as 
marblingg, or the dendritic patteerns found on mocha ware. The banded pat eettern can b
found onn creamwarre 1785-1815, pearlwaare 1790-18820, or whi iteware 18330-20th 
century.  It is most ooften found on white wwares. Afterr 1840 annuular wares became 
availablee only in thee blue bandded variety and its usee continuedd into the 200th centuryy” 
(Florida Museum of Natural History 20133). The two sherds havve a tan glaaze and a ddark 
brown/black band. 

6) Coarse Earthenwaree (n=1) 

7) Miscellaneous Histo ric Ceramiccs (n=2) Onne of these ceramic pieces is an 
orange gglazed ceraamic tile (Figure 35). 
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Figure 335: Orange glaze ceramic tile (N121/W99 Leevel 1) 

8) Native Ammerican Ceramic (n=0) 

9) Bricks (n==22) No whhole bricks wwere excavvated, but thhere were mmany brick 
fragmennts. The briccks were pink like the ones descrribed previoously and thhere were 
some veery eroded rust coloredd bricks thaat date to ann earlier timme period aand are similar 
to those excavatedd from the aarchaeologiccal site of PPattonia (18830s-1900)). Thus the 
bricks coould have bbeen used tto line the wwell and thee well couldd have dateed to the eaarlier 
time perriod of the pproperty. 

10) Mortar (nn=0) 

Glass 
These ddescriptionss are the saame as prevviously disccussed. Theerefore, withh the excepption 
of the clear glass ccategory, arrtifact countts will sufficce. There wwere 435 glaass artifactss. 

1) Window PPane glass (n=35) 

2) Green Glaass (n=9) 

3) Amber (BBrown) Glasss (n=18) 

4) Milk Whitee Glass (n==4) 

5) Blue Glasss (n=0) 

6) Red Glass (n=0) 

7) Purple Glass (n=0) 

8) Clear Glaass (n=369)) The majorrity of the gllass from thhe well wass broken cleear 
glass. HHowever, wee did excavvate two whhole bottles:: a Mason-ttype jar (Figgure 36a) aand 
an extraact bottle (Figure 36b). In additionn to the botttles, we alsso excavateed a portionn of a 
bottle wiith the namme Woodburry on the side panel (ssee Figure 337 for similar artifact). 
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a) b) 
Figure 336: Glass jaars/bottles from the exccavation: a) Mason-type jar (N1221/W99 Levvel 2) 
and b) eextract bottl e (N121/W97 Level 1)). 

9) Mirror (n==0) 

10) Marble ((n=0) 

Miscellaneous 
1) Asphaalt (n=0) 

2) Button (n=2) Theese were wwhite, two hoole, plastic buttons. 


3) Carpeet (n=0)  


4) Chalkk (n=0) 


5) Graphhite (n=0)  


6) Faunaa (n=147) TThe high coount of faunna is a result of the pett burial desscribed 

previoussly. A felinee was buriedd in Level 22 of the exccavation areea. In additiion to the 
bones of the feline,, a bovine talus and laarge non-huuman long bbone was ddiscovered in 
the same lot. The rremaining faauna repressent butcheered non-huuman long bones and 
other noon-human bbone fragmeents. 

7) Flora (n=4) Floraa consisted of pieces oof wood (noot for const ruction). 
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8) Lithics (n=14) All of the lithic artifacts were pea-sized gravel.  


9) Paper (n=0) 


10) Plastic (n=12) 


11) Rubber (n=0)  


Area 3 Excavation 
Because many of the artifact descriptions are the same (see previous), descriptions of 

every kind of artifact are not repeated. However, when something distinct artifacts 

occur, they are described. There were a total of 948 artifacts excavated from this area. 

Artifact counts by unit and lot appear in Appendices I-L. 


Metal 

The majority of artifacts excavated in Area 3 were metal (n=536). 


1) Nails (n=443) There was a very large deposit of nails in N105/W87 Level 2 
(n=318). Most of the nails were not too badly corroded suggesting that they were either 
in a better soil environment (unlikely) or that they were deposit more recently than in 
other areas. 

2) Wire (n=8)  

3) Metal Plates (n=67) Unfortunately, these plates of metal are ruler-like and non­
descript. Size varies. 

4) Screws and bolts (n=6) These screws and bolts are larger than those found in 
the southeast corner excavations (ranging from 13-24 cm).  

5) Washers (n=4) 

6) Nuts (n=3) 

7) Lead (n=3) 

8) Pipe (n=0) 

9) Spark Plug (n=0) 

10) Pull tabs and bottle caps (n=0) 

11) Bullet casing (n=0) 

12) Foil (n=0) 
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13) Miscellaneous (n=2) 

Ceramic (including Brick and Mortar) 

There were 92 ceramic artifacts excavated from this area.  


1) Refined Eathenwares (n=15) 

2) Transferwares (n=0) 

3) Hand painted (n=0) 

4) Porcelain (n=9) 

5) Annular (n=1) The tiny sherd had a tan/beige glaze that was most likely part 
of the decoration area. 

6) Coarse Earthenware (n=2)  

7) Miscellaneous Historic Ceramics (n=1) This was a hexagonal bathroom 
ceramic tile similar to the one described from the southeast corner excavations.  

8) Native American Ceramic (n=0) 

9) Bricks (n=45) The majority of the bricks were broken. They were manufactured 
in the same fashion and paste as the pink bricks described for the southeast corner 
excavations. 

10) Mortar (n=19)  

Glass 
Unlike other excavated areas at this site, glass artifacts were not in the majority. There 
were 230 glass artifacts excavated.  

1) Window Pane glass (n=21)  

2) Green Glass (n=6) 

3) Amber (Brown) Glass (n=22) 

4) Milk White Glass (n=1) 

5) Blue Glass (n=2) 
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 6) Red Glass (n=2) 

7) Purple Glass (n=1) 

8) Clear Glaass (n=175)) Most of the glass camme from N1105-106/W885-86 Level 2. 
While mmost of the sshards weree fragmentaary in naturre, one piecce of a bottlle from 
Woodbuury, NJ wass excavatedd (Figure 377). It is posssible that thhe bottle (annd the one 
discusseed previoussly) held an  elixir of lauudanum called “L.M. GGreen” (Cunnningham 
2001). 

\\ 
Figure 337: Bottle wwith Woodbuury, N.J. onn side panel (N106/W885 Level 2) 

9) Mirror (n==1) 

10) Marble ((n=0) 

Miscellaneous 

1) Asphaalt (n=2) 


2) Button (n=0) 


3) Carpeet (n=0)  


4) Chalkk (n=1) Thiss was a piecce of a stick of chalk. 


5) Graphhite (n=1) TThis was a ppencil lead . 


6) Faunaa (n=6) Thee non-humaan bones wwere small ffragments oof bone. Geenus was noot 

able to bbe determinned. 
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7) Flora (n=24) This categories is represented by small pieces of charcoal.  


8) Lithics (n=33) These lithics were pea and nickel size gravel.  


9) Paper (n=0) 


10) Plastic (n=6) 


11) Rubber (n=16) One of the rubber artifacts was a fragment of green woven webbing 

that took the shape of a rubber hose. There were also 10 pieces of a dark rubber hose 

excavated from N105/W85 Level 2.  
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Conclusions 


Given the results, geological and archaeological, of the excavations in the southeast 
corner and Area 3, it can be concluded that these excavated areas were associated 
with the auto sales and service and machine shops buildings indicated by the Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Maps. The southeast corner was most likely the storage area attached to 
the back of the machine shop indicated on the 1963 Sanborn Map. The main building 
for the auto sales and service and the machine shops existed in Area 3. According to 
the 1963 Sanborn Map, the storage and main building of the machine shop has a 
concrete floor. Concrete floors are not recorded on the 1946 map. Nevertheless, in both 
areas, there was a compacted floor that included compacted yellowish-red and 
bentonite clays. During construction of a concrete floor, bentonite clays had been 
placed before the pouring of concrete to waterproof the area because bentonite “can 
absorb about seven to ten times its weight in water and can expand and contract with 
ease innumerable times” (Basement Waterproofing 2013). This can be seen in Feature 
100/101 with the presence of flooring associated with the compacted yellowish-red and 
bentonite clays. Below the yellowish-red and bentonite clay layer is a softer brown 
sandy clay that appears to be fill or the next geologic layer that may be associated with 
the Durst-Taylor house history. Due to the lack of artifacts below 40 cm and time 
constraints, we did not excavated below 40 cm.  

The artifacts from the southeast corner and Area 3 support the presence of the auto 
sales and service shop and machine shop. The overwhelming quantity of artifacts that 
related to automobiles and construction (primarily nails) provides no other explanation. 
There was some mixture of clear glass and ceramics that indicates the presence of 
habitation (most likely the Durst-Taylor house). The headlight and taillights, hoses, hose 
clamps, and sparkplugs are the clearest indication of use of the property.  

There may have been a well near Area 3; however, we did not have time to excavate 
the area to the depth that was needed to determine the presence of a well. Given the 
overwhelming evidence, we can be sure of the presence of the auto service and 
machine shops. The area is currently being preserved because of the mule-powered 
sugar cane press so if one wishes to test for a well in the future, the area will be 
relatively undisturbed. 

The area between the staff office and the railing provides the best indication of a well. 
Its location (near the kitchen) and the stratigraphy suggest this location was a well. 
While we did not uncover the side walls of the well, we did excavate many pieces of 
brick that appear to date earlier than the pink bricks found in the other two areas. Early 
hand-dug wells tended to be lined with brick. We also encountered metal edging plates 
that could have been used to shore up the edges of the well. Whole bottles were also 
encountered. Nevertheless, the most promising artifact that indicates that this area was 
the location of a well is the counterweight. Further excavations need to be done to more 
securely identify this as a well; however, I believe that this is the location of a well 
associated with the house on at the Acosta-Durst-Taylor site.  

38 




 

  

The three areas of excavation provided answers to the goals set forth by this permit. We 
did locate one of the wells. The excavations in the southeast corner removed the 
artifacts associated with the machine shop’s storage building and determined that there 
were little to no artifacts associated with the nineteenth century occupation of the site. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to locate the second well, but we did locate the presence 
of the 1946 auto sales and service shop and the 1963 machine shop. 
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Appendix A: Metal Artifact Counts for Southeast Corner Excavations 

Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate Screw/bolt Washer Lead Nuts 
Pull tabs/ 
screw tops Pipe 

Spark 
plug Bullet Foil Misc 

Metal 
Total 

1081 102 49 1 0 

1080 102 50 1 0 

1079 102 51 1 14 4 5 2 2 1 28 

1072 102 52 1 0 

1071 102 53 1 15 1 3 1 20 

1070 102 54 1 1 1 

1063 102 55 1 0 

1062 102 56 1 0 

1061 102 57 1 1 1 2 1 5 

1078 103 49 1 0 

1077 103 50 1 0 

1076 103 51 1 0 

1069 103 52 1 1 1 2 

1068 103 53 1 0 

1067 103 54 1 0 

1060 103 55 1 1 1 

1059 103 56 1 9 9 

1058 103 57 1 0 

1075 104 49 1 2 1 3 

1074 104 50 1 3 5 1 2 1 12 24 

1073 104 51 1 5 1 6 2 14 

1066 104 52 1 0 

1065 104 53 1 13 4 1 1 1 20 

1064 104 54 1 11 1 12 

1057 104 55 1 0 

1056 104 56 1 0 

1055 104 57 1 0 

1054 105 49 1 3 1 2 1 1 8 

1053 105 50 1 1 1 1 3 

1052 105 51 1 11 1 12 

1044 105 53 1 23 1 1 2 1 28 
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Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate Screw/bolt Washer Lead Nuts 
Pull tabs/ 
screw tops Pipe 

Spark 
plug Bullet Foil Misc 

Metal 
Total 

1043 105 54 1 0 

1036 105 55 1 9 4 2 1 1 17 

1035 105 56 1 0 

1034 105 57 1 0 

1051 106 49 1 0 

1050 106 50 1 0 

1049 106 51 1 0 

1042 106 52 1 1 1 

1041 106 53 1 2 10 12 

1040 106 54 1 0 

1033 106 55 1 5 1 6 

1032 106 56 1 10 3 1 1 15 

1031 106 57 1 0 

1048 107 49 1 0 

1047 107 50 1 0 

1046 107 51 1 2 2 

1037 107 54 1 2 2 1 5 

1030 107 55 1 1 1 

1029 107 56 1 0 

1028 107 57 1 0 

1027 108 49 1 3 10 1 1 15 

1026 108 50 1 0 

1025 108 51 1 1 1 2 

1018 108 52 1 19 1 1 21 

1017 108 53 1 0 

1016 108 54 1 0 

1024 109 49 1 0 

1023 109 50 1 6 1 7 

1022 109 51 1 1 1 

1015 109 52 1 0 

1014 109 53 1 7 3 10 

1013 109 54 1 0 

1021 110 49 1 8 8 
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Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate Screw/bolt Washer Lead Nuts 
Pull tabs/ 
screw tops Pipe 

Spark 
plug Bullet Foil Misc 

Metal 
Total 

1020 110 50 1 1 1 2 

1019 110 51 1 0 

1012 110 52 1 1 4 1 6 

1011 110 53 1 0 

1010 110 54 1 0 

1105 102 51 2 5 8 2 1 1 4 21 

1102 102 53 2 9 9 

1099 102 56 2 16 2 18 

1098 102 57 2 20 1 1 22 

1097 103 56 2 0 

1104 104 50 2 5 1 6 

1103 104 51 2 17 1 2 20 

1101 104 53 2 4 4 

1100 104 54 2 6 6 

1090 105 49 2 3 2 2 7 

1089 105 50 2 2 3 1 1 7 

1093 105 52 2 3 1 4 

1096 105 55 2 2 7 9 

1092 106 53 2 6 1 7 

1095 106 55 2 3 1 4 

1094 106 56 2 2 1 3 

1088 107 51 2 10 4 1 1 16 

1091 107 54 2 11 7 4 2 1 1 26 

1087 108 49 2 10 1 11 

1084 108 52 2 10 4 14 

1086 109 50 2 4 1 1 1 7 

1083 109 53 2 3 1 4 

1085 110 49 2 4 1 1 6 

1082 110 52 2 6 1 3 1 11 

1114 102 56 3 1 1 2 

1112 105 49 3 1 1 

1111 105 50 3 12 3 15 

1110 106 53 3 2 5 1 1 17 26 
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Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate Screw/bolt Washer Lead Nuts 
Pull tabs/ 
screw tops Pipe 

Spark 
plug Bullet Foil Misc 

Metal 
Total 

1107 106 56 3 7 1 8 

1106 107 51 3 8 1 3 12 

1109 108 49 3 4 1 1 2 1 9 

1113 109 50 3 7 1 8 

1115 110 49 3 1 1 

1108 107 51 4 5 4 9 

Totals 373 84 90 26 9 2 7 10 5 2 1 6 39 654 
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Appendix B: Ceramic Artifact Counts for Southeast Corner Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Native 
American 

White-
ware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic 
Total Brick Mortar 

1081 102 49 1 0 

1080 102 50 1 1 1 

1079 102 51 1 2 2 

1072 102 52 1 0 

1071 102 53 1 0 17 10 

1070 102 54 1 0 1 

1063 102 55 1 0 

1062 102 56 1 0 

1061 102 57 1 0 1 

1078 103 49 1 0 

1077 103 50 1 0 

1076 103 51 1 0 1 

1069 103 52 1 0 

1068 103 53 1 0 

1067 103 54 1 0 2 

1060 103 55 1 0 

1059 103 56 1 1 1 2 4 4 

1058 103 57 1 0 

1075 104 49 1 2 2 

1074 104 50 1 2 2 10 6 

1073 104 51 1 2 2 18 

1066 104 52 1 0 

1065 104 53 1 3 3 38 36 

1064 104 54 1 1 1 40 12 

1057 104 55 1 0 

1056 104 56 1 1 1 2 

1055 104 57 1 1 1 3 

1054 105 49 1 1 1 

1053 105 50 1 6 1 7 

1052 105 51 1 1 1 18 

1044 105 53 1 1 1 2 30 
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Lot North West Level 
Native 
American 

White-
ware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic 
Total Brick Mortar 

1043 105 54 1 0 2 

1036 105 55 1 1 1 22 4 

1035 105 56 1 0 

1034 105 57 1 0 

1051 106 49 1 0 

1050 106 50 1 0 

1049 106 51 1 0 

1042 106 52 1 0 

1041 106 53 1 1 1 2 20 1 

1040 106 54 1 0 1 

1033 106 55 1 2 1 3 5 

1032 106 56 1 5 5 10 

1031 106 57 1 1 1 

1048 107 49 1 0 

1047 107 50 1 0 

1046 107 51 1 0 

1037 107 54 1 1 1 8 

1030 107 55 1 0 

1029 107 56 1 0 

1028 107 57 1 0 

1027 108 49 1 0 

1026 108 50 1 0 

1025 108 51 1 0 

1018 108 52 1 0 12 4 

1017 108 53 1 0 

1016 108 54 1 0 

1024 109 49 1 0 

1023 109 50 1 1 1 11 4 

1022 109 51 1 0 

1015 109 52 1 0 

1014 109 53 1 0 7 4 

1013 109 54 1 0 

1021 110 49 1 1 1 2 8 2 
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Lot North West Level 
Native 
American 

White-
ware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic 
Total Brick Mortar 

1020 110 50 1 0 

1019 110 51 1 0 

1012 110 52 1 0 2 

1011 110 53 1 0 

1010 110 54 1 0 

1105 102 51 2 0 4 

1102 102 53 2 0 5 

1099 102 56 2 1 2 3 

1098 102 57 2 3 3 1 3 

1097 103 56 2 0 

1104 104 50 2 3 3 

1103 104 51 2 0 1 2 

1101 104 53 2 1 1 2 18 6 

1100 104 54 2 1 1 2 2 

1090 105 49 2 1 1 

1089 105 50 2 0 

1093 105 52 2 0 21 

1096 105 55 2 0 16 9 

1092 106 53 2 2 2 1 

1095 106 55 2 1 1 1 3 1 4 

1094 106 56 2 0 3 7 

1088 107 51 2 1 1 2 

1091 107 54 2 1 8 3 12 7 

1087 108 49 2 1 1 

1084 108 52 2 1 1 

1086 109 50 2 2 2 1 3 

1083 109 53 2 0 10 

1085 110 49 2 1 1 1 1 

1082 110 52 2 0 1 

1114 102 56 3 1 1 2 1 

1112 105 49 3 0 

1111 105 50 3 0 

1110 106 53 3 0 1 
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Lot North West Level 
Native 
American 

White-
ware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic 
Total Brick Mortar 

1107 106 56 3 0 1 

1106 107 51 3 2 2 1 5 

1109 108 49 3 1 1 

1113 109 50 3 2 1 3 1 

1115 110 49 3 

1108 107 51 4 1 1 

Totals 62 4 1 1 7 0 9 9 94 362 150 
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Appendix C: Glass Artifact Counts for Southeast Corner Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple Mirror Marble 

Glass 
Total 

1081 102 49 1 0 
1080 102 50 1 2 2 
1079 102 51 1 4 14 18 
1072 102 52 1 1 1 
1071 102 53 1 5 19 24 
1070 102 54 1 0 
1063 102 55 1 0 
1062 102 56 1 0 
1061 102 57 1 1 4 5 
1078 103 49 1 0 
1077 103 50 1 0 
1076 103 51 1 0 
1069 103 52 1 0 
1068 103 53 1 1 1 
1067 103 54 1 1 1 
1060 103 55 1 0 
1059 103 56 1 3 6 9 
1058 103 57 1 0 
1075 104 49 1 1 1 
1074 104 50 1 2 21 23 
1073 104 51 1 4 27 1 32 
1066 104 52 1 0 
1065 104 53 1 6 6 
1064 104 54 1 3 12 1 16 
1057 104 55 1 1 1 
1056 104 56 1 0 
1055 104 57 1 1 1 
1054 105 49 1 2 3 11 1 17 
1053 105 50 1 1 4 7 16 2 30 
1052 105 51 1 1 1 18 20 
1044 105 53 1 1 41 42 
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Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple Mirror Marble 

Glass 
Total 

1043 105 54 1 1 1 
1036 105 55 1 1 1 12 14 
1035 105 56 1 0 
1034 105 57 1 0 
1051 106 49 1 0 
1050 106 50 1 0 
1049 106 51 1 0 
1042 106 52 1 0 
1041 106 53 1 2 8 10 
1040 106 54 1 0 
1033 106 55 1 3 1 3 7 
1032 106 56 1 1 1 11 4 17 
1031 106 57 1 0 
1048 107 49 1 0 
1047 107 50 1 0 
1046 107 51 1 1 1 7 9 
1037 107 54 1 2 4 1 7 
1030 107 55 1 1 1 2 
1029 107 56 1 0 
1028 107 57 1 0 
1027 108 49 1 2 1 3 13 19 
1026 108 50 1 0 
1025 108 51 1 0 
1018 108 52 1 1 3 11 15 
1017 108 53 1 0 
1016 108 54 1 0 
1024 109 49 1 1 1 
1023 109 50 1 10 10 
1022 109 51 1 0 
1015 109 52 1 0 
1014 109 53 1 4 8 12 
1013 109 54 1 0 
1021 110 49 1 1 1 4 6 

52 




 

  
 

  
 

 
                     
                       
               
                       
                       
                 
                   
             
                 
                       
                 
                   
               
                       
                   
                   
                 
                   
                  
             
                   
               
         
                   
                 
                 
                   
                 
                   
                   
                     
                   
              

Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple Mirror Marble 

Glass 
Total 

1020 110 50 1 2 2 
1019 110 51 1 0 
1012 110 52 1 1 3 6 1 11 
1011 110 53 1 0 
1010 110 54 1 0 
1105 102 51 2 4 18 1 23 
1102 102 53 2 9 1 10 
1099 102 56 2 18 4 5 34 1 62 
1098 102 57 2 1 76 2 79 
1097 103 56 2 0 
1104 104 50 2 1 5 30 36 
1103 104 51 2 3 18 21 
1101 104 53 2 1 1 10 1 13 
1100 104 54 2 0 
1090 105 49 2 2 21 23 
1089 105 50 2 2 29 31 
1093 105 52 2 1 17 1 19 
1096 105 55 2 4 10 14 
1092 106 53 2 1 22 1 24 
1095 106 55 2 1 1 1 5 1 9 
1094 106 56 2 2 21 23 
1088 107 51 2 1 2 13 1 17 
1091 107 54 2 5 2 9 56 1 2 1 76 
1087 108 49 2 1 20 21 
1084 108 52 2 1 1 19 21 
1086 109 50 2 3 2 15 20 
1083 109 53 2 2 16 18 
1085 110 49 2 1 1 13 15 
1082 110 52 2 2 17 19 
1114 102 56 3 1 17 18 
1112 105 49 3 8 8 
1111 105 50 3 3 12 15 
1110 106 53 3 5 2 31 3 1 42 
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Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple Mirror Marble 

Glass 
Total 

1107 106 56 3 12 12 
1106 107 51 3 4 19 1 1 25 
1109 108 49 3 1 2 15 18 
1113 109 50 3 1 17 1 19 
1115 110 49 3 2 1 2 5 10 
1108 107 51 4 1 1 3 3 8 

0 
60 27 131 913 12 10 6 1 1 1 1162 
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Appendix D: Miscellaneous Artifact Counts for Southeast Corner Excavations 

Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Button Graphite Carpet 
1081 102 49 1 
1080 102 50 1 
1079 102 51 1 10 12 6 
1072 102 52 1 
1071 102 53 1 6 16 9 
1070 102 54 1 
1063 102 55 1 
1062 102 56 1 
1061 102 57 1 3 
1078 103 49 1 
1077 103 50 1 
1076 103 51 1 
1069 103 52 1 
1068 103 53 1 
1067 103 54 1 1 
1060 103 55 1 
1059 103 56 1 7 6 9 
1058 103 57 1 
1075 104 49 1 
1074 104 50 1 3 
1073 104 51 1 1 7 1 
1066 104 52 1 
1065 104 53 1 5 5 6 1 1 
1064 104 54 1 2 1 2 1 
1057 104 55 1 
1056 104 56 1 
1055 104 57 1 
1054 105 49 1 
1053 105 50 1 12 
1052 105 51 1 1 
1044 105 53 1 4 6 2 
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Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Button Graphite Carpet 
1043 105 54 1 
1036 105 55 1 10 
1035 105 56 1 
1034 105 57 1 
1051 106 49 1 
1050 106 50 1 
1049 106 51 1 
1042 106 52 1 
1041 106 53 1 3 1 2 
1040 106 54 1 
1033 106 55 1 3 
1032 106 56 1 3 
1031 106 57 1 
1048 107 49 1 
1047 107 50 1 
1046 107 51 1 
1037 107 54 1 4 4 
1030 107 55 1 
1029 107 56 1 
1028 107 57 1 
1027 108 49 1 4 1 
1026 108 50 1 
1025 108 51 1 
1018 108 52 1 1 
1017 108 53 1 
1016 108 54 1 
1024 109 49 1 
1023 109 50 1 2 3 3 1 
1022 109 51 1 
1015 109 52 1 
1014 109 53 1 4 1 49 1 1 
1013 109 54 1 
1021 110 49 1 1 
1020 110 50 1 1 
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Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Button Graphite Carpet 
1019 110 51 1 
1012 110 52 1 1 
1011 110 53 1 
1010 110 54 1 
1105 102 51 2 6 
1102 102 53 2 3 4 1 
1099 102 56 2 2 8 
1098 102 57 2 1 1 10 
1097 103 56 2 
1104 104 50 2 1 2 
1103 104 51 2 1 1 21 1 
1101 104 53 2 3 5 3 
1100 104 54 2 11 6 4 1 
1090 105 49 2 1 
1089 105 50 2 
1093 105 52 2 
1096 105 55 2 2 6 
1092 106 53 2 4 1 
1095 106 55 2 1 1 1 
1094 106 56 2 3 
1088 107 51 2 
1091 107 54 2 5 8 
1087 108 49 2 4 1 1 
1084 108 52 2 
1086 109 50 2 3 3 1 3 1 
1083 109 53 2 10 21 
1085 110 49 2 5 1 2 2 
1082 110 52 2 13 12 
1114 102 56 3 
1112 105 49 3 
1111 105 50 3 3 
1110 106 53 3 1 1 1 
1107 106 56 3 
1106 107 51 3 1 

57 




 

     
                         
                     
                   
                         

                              
       

 
  

Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Button Graphite Carpet 
1109 108 49 3 
1113 109 50 3 4 2 
1115 110 49 3 1 1 2 
1108 107 51 4 

Totals 23 114 135 191 1 3 3 3 2 3 1 
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Appendix E: Metal Artifact Counts for Well Excavations 

Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate 
Screw/ 
bolt Washer Lead Nuts 

Pull 
tabs/screw 
tops Pipe 

Spark  
plug Bullet Foil Misc Metal 

1116 121 99 1 23 4 27 

1117 121 97 1 34 10 1 45 

1124 121 99 2 46 1 1 48 

1125 121 97 2 75 52 1 1 129 

1132 121 99 3 58 1 1 1 61 

1133 121 99 4 14 14 

1137 121 99 5 4 4 

Totals 250 0 68 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 5 328 
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Appendix F: Ceramic Artifact Counts for Well Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Native 
American Whiteware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic-
Totals Brick Mortar 

1116 121 99 1 9 1 1 11 5 

1117 121 97 1 8 1 1 1 11 

1124 121 99 2 18 9 27 4 

1125 121 97 2 23 23 9 

1132 121 99 3 22 1 7 1 31 1 

1133 121 99 4 7 1 1 1 7 1 18 

1137 121 99 5 4 1 5 3 

Totals 0 91 2 2 2 24 2 1 2 126 22 0 
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Appendix G: Glass Artifact Counts for Well Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple 

Glass 
Totals 

1116 121 99 1 3 37 3 43 

1117 121 97 1 4 67 1 72 

1124 121 99 2 3 57 60 

1125 121 97 2 2 6 8 151 167 

1132 121 99 3 33 1 26 60 

1133 121 99 4 1 12 13 

1137 121 99 5 1 19 20 

Totals 35 9 18 369 4 0 0 0 435 
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Appendix H: Miscellaneous Artifact Counts for Well Excavations 

Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Mirror Button Graphite Carpet Marble 

1116 121 99 1 3 1 

1117 121 97 1 3 5 9 1 

1124 121 99 2 2 

1125 121 97 2 1 4 4 107 

1132 121 99 3 1 

1133 121 99 4 11 

1137 121 99 5 27 

Totals 0 4 12 14 0 0 147 0 0 2 0 0 0 
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Appendix I: Metal Artifact Counts for Area 3 Excavations 

Lot North West Level Nails Wire Plate 
Screw/ 
bolt Washer Lead Nuts 

Pull tabs/ 
screw tops Pipe 

Spark 
plug Bullet Foil Misc 

Metal 
Totals 

1123 105 85 1 5 5 

1122 105 86 1 6 4 10 

1121 105 87 1 2 2 

1120 106 85 1 0 

1119 106 86 1 5 1 1 7 

1118 106 87 1 6 1 1 8 

1131 105 85 2 16 16 

1130 105 86 2 45 1 2 2 50 

1129 105 87 2 318 1 19 5 2 2 3 350 

1128 106 85 2 20 8 1 29 

1127 106 86 2 4 4 

1126 106 87 2 0 

1135 105 85 3 14 4 9 1 28 

1134 106 86 3 2 25 27 

Totals 443 8 67 6 4 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 536 
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Appendix J: Ceramic Artifact Counts for Area 3 Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Native 
American Whiteware 

Transferware 
Blue 

Transferware 
Black 

Hand 
painted Porcelain Annular Earthenware Misc 

Ceramic-
Totals Brick Mortar 

1123 105 85 1 0 

1122 105 86 1 0 

1121 105 87 1 0 2 

1120 106 85 1 3 1 1 5 2 

1119 106 86 1 0 1 2 

1118 106 87 1 0 1 

1131 105 85 2 1 1 13 

1130 105 86 2 2 1 3 4 3 

1129 105 87 2 1 2 3 1 2 

1128 106 85 2 1 1 2 18 9 

1127 106 86 2 1 5 6 2 1 

1126 106 87 2 0 

1135 105 85 3 0 1 

1134 106 86 3 8 8 2 

Total 0 15 0 0 0 9 1 2 1 28 45 19 
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Appendix K: Glass Artifact Counts for Area 3 Excavations 

Lot North West Level 
Window 
Pane Green Brown Clear 

Milk 
White Blue Red Purple 

Glass 
Total 

1123 105 85 1 1 1 

1122 105 86 1 3 3 

1121 105 87 1 2 1 3 

1120 106 85 1 11 1 6 4 22 

1119 106 86 1 2 4 6 

1118 106 87 1 1 2 3 

1131 105 85 2 8 1 1 10 

1130 105 86 2 1 1 3 14 19 

1129 105 87 2 1 1 2 55 1 60 

1128 106 85 2 6 28 1 1 36 

1127 106 86 2 2 14 16 

1126 106 87 2 0 

1135 105 85 3 3 3 

1134 106 86 3 3 44 1 48 

Totals 21 6 22 175 1 2 2 1 230 
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Appendix L: Miscellaneous Artifact Counts for Area 3 Excavations 

Lot North West Level Paper Flora Plastics Lithic Asphalt Chalk Fauna Rubber Mirror Button Graphite Carpet Marble 

1123 105 85 1 1 

1122 105 86 1 6 

1121 105 87 1 

1120 106 85 1 6 11 2 5 

1119 106 86 1 3 2 1 

1118 106 87 1 

1131 105 85 2 10 

1130 105 86 2 3 2 6 1 1 

1129 105 87 2 2 1 

1128 106 85 2 10 5 5 1 

1127 106 86 2 1 2 

1126 106 87 2 

1135 105 85 3 2 

1134 106 86 3 1 

Total 0 24 6 33 2 1 6 16 1 0 1 0 0 
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