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One way to promote conservation efforts in an area is to bring awareness of the
connections -'111“_-'?’-1“’[??"} has with the animal that is under threat. Black Bears were once.
abundant throughout Texas, but through hunting and habitat loss, the bears had been
eliminated from Texas by the 1950’s. The placing of t‘m louisianalsubspeciesias
threatened under The Federal Endangere ] Species Act allowed populationsito
recover in Louisiana, and there have been several sichtings in EastTexassincelhelface
of Texas has been forever altered by the presence ofiblackibearstromithelfonestsioh

..‘1::1 Texas to the peak of West Texas rMountain, blackibearsieft
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-y -
-1 k]

Alabama - Coushatta Fire Symbol

The Alabama-Coushatta Indians have lived on and managed
land in East Texas since 1803. Their customs were centered
around the burning of forests surrounding their villagesin
order to maintain early successional habitat for the efficient
hunting of white-tailed deer and harvesting of acorns.
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Bear Historical Range — Pre-1850
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After comparing the number of places named “Bean’WwhichifelllvithinloniEanithE
historical range, it was found that 41.3% of all nlacesnamesinerelcontainedin ':}m -
the state. Thus, bear-related place nameshwereidispnopontionatelvinrateniin
former range, showing a'stiongirelationshipilbebveenithein .‘~=~1 31l
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Bear Sightings Post-1977
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