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The "No Significant Difference" Phenomenon:

A Literature Review

Thomas R. Ramage
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Introduction

!)HG%$2)3##2)&')'=()IJ#)0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$()+=(.#/(.#.I)M(N"%'()/%5=')3(&-)'=()$&"G&3)#N"(,1(,)'#

'=()$#.$3G"%#.)'=&')&.)#1(,M=(3/%.5)&/#G.')#K)-&'&)(O%"'")'#)"G>>#,')'=().#'%#.)'=&'

'($=.#3#5%$&33<P/(-%&'(-)%."',G$'%#.)&.-Q#,)-%"'&.$()(-G$&'%#.?)%.).(&,3<)(1(,<)K#,/)%/&5%.&N3(?)=&"

>,#1(.)'#)N()&.)(KK($'%1()&.-)"#/('%/(")>,(K(,,(-)/('=#-)#K)(-G$&'%.5)"'G-(.'")#G'"%-()'=()$#.K%.(")#K

M=&')%")$#//#.3<),(K(,,(-)'#)&")'=()I',&-%'%#.&3)$3&"",##/IRS=#/&")TG""(33?)688BU:)V,#/)BW6C)'#)'=(

>,("(.'?)TG""(33)=&")$&'&3#5(-)&')3(&"')XYY)"'G-%("?)'($=.%$&3),(>#,'"?)&.-)-%""(,'&'%#.")'=&')=&1(),(1%(M(-

"'G-(.')3(&,.%.5)#G'$#/(")%.)'=()K#,/)#K)"&'%"K&$'%#.)"G,1(<"?)5,&-()$#/>&,%"#."?)"'&.-&,-%Z(-)'("'

"$#,("?)$#//#.)(/N(--(-)HG("'%#."?)K,(HG(.$<)#K)%.'(,&$'%#.)N('M((.)"'G-(.'")&.-)K&$G3'<?)&.-)&

-%ZZ<%.5)&,,&<)#K)#'=(,)I/(&"G,("I)#"'(."%N3<)&%/(-)&')-('(,/%.%.5)%K)&.<)/(&"G,&N3()#,)"'&'%"'%$&33<

"%5.%K%$&.')-%KK(,(.$(")(O%"':

!')K&$()1&3G(?)%')"((/")'=&')$#/>&,%"#.)#,)#G'$#/(")"'G-%(")M#G3-)N()#.()#K)'=()/#"')(KK($'%1()/('=#-"

K#,)-('(,/%.%.5)'=()(KK($'%1(.("")#K)1&,%#G")(-G$&'%#.&3)'($=.#3#5%(":)0%.$()'=()BWW7)>GN3%$&'%#.)#K

T%$=&,-)43&,2[")K&/#G")"'&'(/(.')$&G'%#.%.5)(-G$&'%#.&3),("(&,$=(,")'#)I5%1()G>)<#G,)(.'=G"%&"/)K#,)'=(

N(3%(K)'=&')/(-%&)&'',%NG'(")$&G"()3(&,.%.5I?)=()=&")$#.1%.$(-)/&.<),("(&,$=(,")%.)'=()K%(3-)'=&')/#"')%K

.#')&33)#K)IJ#)0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$(I)"'G-%(")M(,()%.)"#/()M&<)K3&M(-:)S=("()"'G-%(-)%.&-1(,'(.'3<)=&-

&'',%NG'(-)#G'$#/(")'#)-%KK(,(.$(")%.)/(-%&),&'=(,)'=&.)/('=#-)RT%$=&,-)43&,2?)BWW7?)>:)6CU:)0%/>3<

"'&'(-?)43&,2)>,("(.'")'=()%-(&)'=&')/(&"G,&N3()3(&,.(,)#G'$#/("?)M=(.),(>3%$&N3()G"%.5)-%KK(,(.')/(-%&?

%.-%$&'()'=&')'=()"(3($'%#.)#K)'=()/(-%&)=&")3%''3()'#)-#)M%'=)3(&,.(,)#G'$#/("?),&'=(,)'=()/('=#-)'=&')'=(

/(-%&)"=&,()%.)-(3%1(,%.5)$#.'(.')%")'=()',G()$&'&3<"')'=&')3(&-")'#)G.-(,"'&.-%.5:)VG,'=(,?)43&,2)"'&'(-

'=&'?)I'=(,()&,().#)N(.(K%'")'#)N()5&%.(-)K,#/)(/>3#<%.5)-%KK(,(.')/(-%&)%.)%."',G$'%#.IRT%$=&,-)43&,2?

BWCX?)>:)7Y8U:);&"(-)#.)43&,2[")'=%.2%.5?)%')M#G3-)"((/)'=&')'=()XYY),(>#,'")$#.'&%.(-)%.)TG""(33[")IJ#

0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$()+=(.#/(.#.I)M(N"%'()=&1()K#$G"(-)>,%/&,%3<)#.)-%KK(,(.$(")%.)'=()/(-%&),&'=(,

'=&.)'=()/('=#-")(/>3#<(-)via)'=()/(-%G/:

S=%")3%'(,&'G,(),(1%(M)M%33)K#$G")#.)'=()N#-<)#K),("(&,$=)&1&%3&N3()">($%K%$&33<),(3&'(-)'#)#.3%.()#,

@.'(,.('PN&"(-)-(3%1(,<)"<"'(/"?)M=(.)$#/>&,(-)M%'=)T%$=&,-)43&,2[")'=(#,%("?)1(,"G")&)"&/>3%.5)#K

,("(&,$=)"G>>#,'%.5)'=()IJ#)0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$(I)$#.$(>':

Methodology

V#,)$#/>&,%"#.)>G,>#"("?)"(1(,&3),($(.')"'G-%("),(3&'(-)'#)'=()(KK%$%(.$<?)(KK($'%1(.(""?)&.-

&>>,#>,%&'(.("")#K)#.3%.()%."',G$'%#.)M(,(),(1%(M(-:)S=()'(,/)I#.3%.()%."',G$'%#.I)%")&)5(.(,%$)'(,/)'=&'?

N<)-(K%.%'%#.?)%/>3%(")'=&')'=()"'G-(.')%")>=<"%$&33<)"(>&,&'(-)K,#/)'=()K&$G3'<)&.-)I$#..($'(-I)'=,#G5=

!



'=()G"()#K)&)$#/>G'(,)&.-)&).('M#,2)#,)@.'(,.(')3%.2:)T(3&'(-)'(,/")%.$3G-()4#/>G'(,)\(-%&'(-

4#.K(,(.$%.5)R4\4U?)4#/>G'(,)\(-%&'(-)@."',G$'%#.)R4\@U?)4#/>G'(,)!""%"'(-)@."',G$'%#.)R4!@U?)&.-

%K)'=()(3(/(.')#K)'%/()%")'&2(.)%.'#)&$$#G.'?)!"<.$=,#.#G")](&,.%.5)J('M#,2")R!]JU:)!33)#K)'=("()'(,/"?

K#,)>G,>#"(")#K)'=%"),(1%(M?)&,()"<.#.</#G"?)5%1(.)'=&')'=()-%KK(,(.$(")%.)(&$=)-(K%.%'%#.)K&33)M%'=%.)'=(

$#.'(O')#K)'=()"'G-%(")G"(-)&")"#G,$()/&'(,%&3)%.)'=%"),(1%(M:)S=()%."',G$'%#.&3)R/(-%&U)(3(/(.'"

(/>3#<(-)M%'=%.)'=()$#.'(O')#K)'=%")-(K%.%'%#.)#K)#.3%.()%."',G$'%#.)$#G3-)$#."%"')#K)'(O'?)1%-(#?)&G-%#?

5,&>=%$"?)#,)&.<)$#/N%.&'%#.)#K)(3(/(.'")&.-)&,().#')-%KK(,(.'%&'(-:)S,&-%'%#.&3)$3&"",##/)%."',G$'%#.)%"

-(K%.(-)&")'%/()&.-)>3&$()N#G.-?)K&$(P'#PK&$()%."',G$'%#.?)'<>%$&33<)$#.-G$'(-)%.)&.)(-G$&'%#.&3)"(''%.5

&.-)$#."%"'%.5)>,%/&,%3<)#K)&)3($'G,(Q.#'(P'&2%.5)/#-(3:

@.$3G-(-)%.)'=%"),(1%(M)&,()"'G-%(")'=&')(1&3G&'(-)>,#5,&/")#,)$#G,"(")%.)M=%$=)$#.'(.')&.-

$#//G.%$&'%#.)M(,()-(3%1(,(-)>,%/&,%3<)1%&)#.3%.()%."',G$'%#.?)M(,().#)#3-(,)'=&.)BWW7?)M(,()3%/%'(-

(O$3G"%1(3<)'#)=%5=(,)(-G$&'%#.?)&.-)K#$G"(-)#.)$#/>&,%.5)"'G-(.')#G'$#/(")M%'=)',&-%'%#.&3

$3&"",##/PN&"(-)$#G.'(,>&,'":

!--%'%#.&33<?)"(1(,&3)M,%'%.5")N<)T%$=&,-)43&,2?)\%$=&(3)\##,(?)0'(>=(.)D=,/&..?)L&1%-)L%&Z?)V&,=&-

0&N&?)T#N(,')^#Z/&?)&.-)S#/)4#NN)M(,()G"(-)&")&)baseline)'#)-('(,/%.()'=%")&G'=#,[")>(,$(>'%#.)#K)'=(
$#."(HG(.$("?),(3%&N%3%'<?)&.-)1&3%-%'<)#K)'=()effectiveness studies:)!--%'%#.&3)"G>>#,'%1(),("(&,$=)%"
%.$3G-(-)'#)>,#1%-()&)K,&/(M#,2)&,#G.-)M=%$=)baseline)&.-)effectiveness)"'G-%(")&,()>3&$(-)%.'#)$#.'(O':

\#"')"#G,$(")G"(-)%.)'=%"),(1%(M)&,()>,%/&,<)"#G,$("),(',%(1(-)K,#/)>((,P/(-%&'(-?)&$&-(/%$)_#G,.&3"

M%'=)'=()(O$(>'%#.)#K)'=()IJ#)0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$()+=(.#/(.#.I)M(N"%'()&.-)"(1(,&3)R.#'(-U

%."'%'G'%#.&3)"'G-%("),(',%(1(-)K,#/)$&/>G")M(N"%'(":)\&.<)#K)'=()"#G,$(")(/>3#<(-)M(,()K#G.-)%.)'=(

N%N3%#5,&>=%$)/&'(,%&3")$%'(-)%.)'=()baseline M,%'%.5".)S=()N&3&.$()#K)'=()"#G,$("),(K(,(.$(-)M(,(
,(',%(1(-)K,#/)N##2")&.-)_#G,.&3")-%"$#1(,(-)'=,#G5=)(3($',#.%$)-&'&N&"(")&.-)'=()&G'=#,[")>(,"#.&3

3%N,&,<:

Analysis

Effectiveness Studies/Grades

!)/G3'%'G-()#K)"'G-%(")=&1()N((.)$#.-G$'(-)'=&'),(1%(M)(KK($'%1(.("")#K)#.3%.()%."',G$'%#.)M=(.

$#/>&,(-)M%'=)'=()',&-%'%#.&3)$3&"",##/?)K#$G"%.5)#.)/(&"G,&N3()"'G-(.')#G'$#/(":)0(1(,&3)=&1(

K#$G"(-)#.)(.-P#KP$#G,"()5,&-(")R0/(&'#.)`)^(#5=?)BWWW?)9&-(?)BWWW?)]%.)`)L&1%-"#.?)BWW7?)0(.(,)`

0'#1(,?)6888?)J&1&,,#)`)0=#(/&2(,?)BWWW?0$=G3/&.)`)0%/"?)BWWWU?)$%'%.5)(%'=(,).#)-%KK(,(.$(")'#)&"

/G$=)&")Ya)%.$,(&"(")#1(,)'=(%,)',&-%'%#.&3)$#G.'(,>&,'":)b.().#'&N3()"'G-<)&''(/>'(-)'#),(/#1(

>(,$(%1(-)%."',G$'#,PN%&")N<)N3%.-P"$#,%.5)'("'")%.)&)5,&-G&'(P3(1(3)#.3%.(Q',&-%'%#.&3)$#G,"(?)K%.-%.5?

I:::&1(,&5()"$#,()K#,)'=()#.3%.()$3&"")M&")Y)>#%.'")RYaU)=%5=(,)'=&.)K#,)'=()#.)$&/>G")$3&"":IRV&33&=)`

cN(33?)6888U:

@.'(,("'%.53<?)'=()&G'=#,)K#G.-).#)"'G-%(")'=&')(O>#"(-)lower)5,&-(")#,)'("')"$#,(")#K)#.3%.()"'G-(.'"
$#/>&,(-)'#)',&-%'%#.&3)"'G-(.'":

Faculty Perceptions

@.)&)"G,1(<)#K)6Y8)'(&$=(,")%.)BWWW?)I:::)CYa)#K)K&$G3'<)K(3')'=&')"'G-(.')3(&,.%.5)#G'$#/(")%.)#.3%.(

(-G$&'%#.)M(,( comparable)#,)N(''(,)'#)'=#"()K#G.-)%.)K&$(P'#PK&$()$3&"",##/":)9=%3()'=%")M&")$#."%"'(.'
M%'=)/G$=)#K)'=()-&'&)'=&')(O%"'")%.)"G>>#,')#K)'=()[J#)0%5.%K%$&.')L%KK(,(.$()+=(.#/(.&[?)%')M&"

(.$#G,&5%.5)'#)"(()'=&')"#)/&.<)K&$G3'<)RM%'=)(O>(,%(.$()%.)'(&$=%.5)'=()"&/()$#G,"()%.)K&$(P'#PK&$()&.-



#.3%.()(.1%,#./(.'"U)M(,()%.)"G>>#,')#K)#.3%.()$#G,"(")N(%.5)&")effective)&")$3&"",##/)$#G,"(":IRL#N,%.?
BWWWU:)!.#'=(,)"'G-<)$#.-G$'(-)N<)J#,'=)4&,#3%.&)0'&'()c.%1(,"%'<)(O&/%.(-)#G'$#/(")#K)6Y).(M

#.3%.()$#G,"("?)(.'%'3(-)+,#_($')6Y:)0#/()K%.-%.5")K,#/)'=()"'G-<)%.$3G-()K&$G3'<),(>#,'%.5)I=%5=P"',(""I

&.-)I3&,5()'%/()%.1("'/(.'")M=%3()3(&,.%.5)'($=.#3#5%(")(/>3#<(-)%.)#.3%.()$#G,"()-(3%1(,<I:)@.)5(.(,&3?

/#"')K&$G3'<)K(3')I#.3%.()$#G,"()-(3%1(,<)M&")&")(KK($'%1()&")',&-%'%#.&3)/(&."?)NG')(O>,(""(-)$#.$(,."

,(3&'(-)'#)'=()>,#/#'%#.)&.-)(.$#G,&5(/(.')#K)%.'(,&$'%#.)M%'=)"'G-(.'"IRd#(<?)+(''%''?);,&M.(,?)`

\G33?)BWWeU:

Student Preceptions

f#=."'#.(?)gG.%5&?)&.-)\&,2M##-)RBWW7?)>:)BXYU)K#G.-)'=&')$#.$(,.%.5)"'G-(.'[")K((3%.5"),(5&,-%.5)K%1(

-%KK(,(.')'($=.#3#5%(")G"(-)'#)-(3%1(,)$#G,"(M#,2?)/#,()'=&.)=&3K),(">#.-(-)M%'=)"',#.53<)>#"%'%1(

&''%'G-(")'#M&,-)'=()G"()#K)'($=.#3#5<?)M%'=)$#/>G'(,)>,#5,&/")&.-)(P/&%3),&.2%.5)'=()=%5=("')M%'=)W8a

&.-)e7a)=%5=P>#"%'%1(),&.2%.5"?),(">($'%1(3<:

^(&,"3(<?)]<.$=?)`)9%Z(,)RBWWY?)>:)XeU?)G>#.),(1%(M)#K)"%O)"'G-%(")M=%$=)(O&/%.(-)(KK($'%1(.("")&.-

%/>&$')#K)$#/>G'(,)$#.K(,(.$%.5)%.)5,&-G&'()(-G$&'%#.?)-,(M)'=()%.K(,(.$()'=&'?)I'=()#1(,M=(3/%.5

$#.$3G"%#.)K,#/)'=("()"'G-%(")%")'=&')$#/>G'(,)$#.K(,(.$%.5)M#,2")1(,<)M(33)K#,)5,&-G&'()3(1(3

(-G$&'%#.I:)@.)#,-(,)'#)&,,%1()&')'=%")$#.$3G"%#.?)'=(<)$%'()=%5=(,)"'G-(.')"&'%"K&$'%#.?)(HG%1&3(.')#,)N(''(,

5,&-()>#%.')&1(,&5(?)=%5=(,)3(1(3")#K)$,%'%$&3)'=%.2%.5)&.-)>,#N3(/P"#31%.5)"2%33"?)&.-)/#,()-%"$G""%#.

N('M((.)"'G-(.'")&.-)%."',G$'#,":

J#')"G,>,%"%.53<?)/G$=),("(&,$=)=&")"=#M.)'=&')"'G-(.'")M=#)"(3KP"(3($')%.'#)#.3%.()$#G,"(")'(.-)'#)N(

%.-(>(.-(.')3(&,.(,")&.-)>,(K(,)$#.$(>'G&3)3(&,.%.5)"'<3(":)0'G-(.'")'=&')>,(K(,)',&-%'%#.&3)$3&"",##/"

'(.-)'#)N()/#,()-(>(.-(.'?)(O=%N%'%.5)&)>,(K(,(.$()K#,)"#$%&3)&.-)&>>3%(-)3(&,.%.5)"'<3(")RL%&Z)`)4&,'.&3?

BWWW?)>:)BX6U:)b'=(,),("(&,$=)=&")"=#M.)'=&')M=(.)&"2(-?)"'G-(.'")>,(K(,)#.3%.()$#G,"(")K#,),(&"#.")#K

I$#"')$#.1(.%(.$()&.-)K3(O%N%3%'<I:)4#.1(,"(3<?)"'G-(.'["),(&"#.")K#,)$=##"%.5)&)',&-%'%#.&3)$3&"",##/

%.$3G-(-)I'=()>(,$(>'%#.)#K)%.$,(&"(-)#>>#,'G.%'<)K#,)%.'(,&$'%#.?)-($,(&"(-)#>>#,'G.%'<)'#)>,#$,&"'%.&'(?

%//(-%&'()K((-N&$2?)&.-)/#,()/(&.%.5KG3)3(&,.%.5)&$'%1%'%("I:)S=%")"'G-<)&3"#)"=#M(-).#)"%5.%K%$&.'

-%KK(,(.$()%.)(O&/%.&'%#.)"$#,(")K#,)'=,(()(O&/")&.-)K%.&3)$#G,"()5,&-()R](&"G,(?)L&1%"?)`)S=%(1#.?

6888?)>:)B7WU:

Baseline Writings

S=()effectiveness)"'G-%(")$%'(-)&N#1()>,#1%-()&)$#/>(33%.5)>%$'G,()"G,,#G.-%.5)'=()(KK%$&$<)#K)#.3%.(
(-G$&'%#.:)+,#>#.(.'")#K)T%$=&,-)43&,2[")M,%'%.5")R43&,2?)T:)BWCXU?)R43&,2?)T:)BWW7U)$#G3-)&.-)=&1(

&>>3%(-)'=()/(-%G/)1":)/('=#-)'("'")&.-)K#,)'=()/#"')>&,'?)-%"$#G.'(-)(&$=)&.-)(1(,<)%."'&.$()#K)'=()G"(

#K)&)>&,'%$G3&,)/(-%&)R4\@?4\4?4!@?`)!]JU)&").#.P$&G"&3)K&$'#,")%.)-('(,/%.%.5)(KK($'%1(.("":)43&,2

M#G3-)&,5G()'=&')5##-)%."',G$'%#.&3)/('=#-"?),(5&,-3("")#K)'=()"#K'M&,()&.-)=&,-M&,()$=#%$(")/&-()N<

%."',G$'%#.&3)-("%5.(,"?)=&-).#)%/>&$')M=&'"#(1(,)#.)3(&,.%.5)#G'$#/(":)S=()"&/()#G'$#/(")$#G3-)N(

,(>3%$&'(-)'=,#G5=).(&,3<)&.<)&>>,#>,%&'()/(-%&:)43&,2),(K(,")'#)'=()M#,-)I(KK%$%(.$<I)"(1(,&3)'%/("?

&'',%NG'%.5)%')#.3<)'#)'=()"(3($'%#.)#K)/(-%&)K#,)>G,>#"(")#K)(O>(-%(.$<:)4#NN)RBWWe?)>:)6BU)%.',#-G$(")'=(

%-(&)#K)I$#5.%'%1()(KK%$%(.$<I)&")&)$#G.'(,)'#)43&,2[")'=(#,%("?)$#.'(.-%.5)'=&')/(-%&)"(3($'%#.)-#(")=&1(

&),(3&'%#."=%>)'#)3(&,.%.5)#G'$#/(")N<)G"%.5)&.)(KK($'%1()(O&/>3(:)@K)&)"'G-(.')%")&''(/>'%.5)'#)3(&,.)'#

%-(.'%K<)-%KK(,(.$(")%.)N%,-$&33"?)=()=&")"(1(,&3)-%KK(,(.')/(-%&)$=#%$(":)!.)%."',G$'%#.&3)-("%5.(,)/&<

$=##"()'#)-("$,%N()-%KK(,(.$(")1(,N&33<?)(O>,("")'=()$&33")'=,#G5=)/G"%$&3).#'&'%#.)#,)>=#.('%$)"#G.-"?)#,

"%/>3<),($#,-)&.)&$'G&3)N%,-$&33:)!33)#K)'=("()(O&/>3(")could)&-(HG&'(3<)'(&$=)&)"'G-(.')'#)-%KK(,(.'%&'(
N%,-$&33")#N_($'%1(3<)%.)&.)&""(""/(.'?)>,#1%-(-)'=()"'G-(.')G.-(,"'##-)/G"%$&3).#'&'%#.?)>=#.('%$"?)&.-



$#G3-)=(&,:)@')M#G3-)"((/)'=&')'=()/#"')(KK%$%(.')/(-%&)M#G3-)N()'=()3&''(,?)/#"')(KK%$%(.')/(-%&)&.-

/('=#-)'#)'(&$=)'=%")(O&/>3(:)^#Z/&)RBWW7U)"G>>#,'")'=()%-(&)'=&')'=()/(-%&)%").#')%,,(3(1&.')&.-)'=&'

'=()$=#%$(")/&-(),(5&,-%.5)'=()'($=.#3#5<)"(3($'%#.)&,()%.-((-)&")%/>#,'&.')&")%."',G$'%#.&3)/('=#-":

DKK%$%(.$<)>3&<")&)$,%'%$&3),#3(:)!3'=#G5=)4#NN[")I$#5.%'%1()(KK%$%(.$<I)>,#>#"%'%#.)-#(").#')'#'&33<

-%"$#G.')43&,2[")>#"%'%#.?)%')-#(")N,%.5)'=(),#3()#K)'=()%."',G$'%#.&3)-("%5.(,)%.'#)&)/#,()>,#/%.(.'

>#"%'%#.)M%'=),(">($')'#)'=().((-)K#,)&>>,#>,%&'()"(3($'%#.)#K)/(-%&)&.-)'=()%/>&$')%')$&.)=&1()#.)3(&,.(,

#G'$#/(":)^#Z/&)&-1%"(")KG,'=(,),("(&,$=)#.)-('(,/%.%.5)M=%$=)'($=.#3#5%(")&,()N("')"G%'(-)'#

$#/>3(/(.')'=()N("')/('=#-":)S=()/('=#-)&.-)'=()/(-%&)&,()%/>#,'&.':

@.)&)BWWB),(1%(M)#K),("(&,$=),(3&'(-)'#)'=()$#,,(3&'%#.)#K)5,&-(")'#)M#,2)&$=%(1(/(.')>#"')5,&-G&'%#.?

+&"$&,(33&)&.-)S(,(.Z%.%)RBWWBU),(1%(M(-)#1(,)6?A88)"'G-%(")#.)'=()(KK($'")#K)$#33(5()#.)&)1&,%('<)#K
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