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Rootstock trial of eight GxN interespecific hybrids in almond 
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Abstract 

Almond growing is increasingly extending to areas where they are not truly su ited to it, despite 
favourable climate. The most common problems in many Mediterranean countries include 
replanting, limestone chlorosis, and soilborne pests and diseases such as Meloydogine root-knot 
nematodes and Armillaria mellea root-rot. Several almond x peach hybrids have shown good 
performance as rootstocks for different stone fruit species, including almond. The first 
commercially known hybrid was 'GF-677' and it is still used worldwide and demanded at present 
far almond growing. 

Eight almond x peach hybrids from the CITA breeding programme were evaluated in a rootstock 
trial located at CITA, Zaragoza, Spain. They were grafted with the almond selection 'B-2-5' in 
1994 and planted in 1995 at a distance of 5 x5 m, using 'GF-677'and 'Nemared'as controls . The 
trunk cross sectional area (TCSA) and productivity under deficit irrigation were evaluated. 

The results showed a differential performance for production and vigour between the GF-677 
and 'Nemared' as compared to the GxN series. Sorne differences were also observed for vigour 
among the mostly used GN rootstocks , 'Garnem', 'Felinem' and 'Monegro'. Additionally, sorne 
rootstocks positively affected fruit kernel quality and yield efficiency. 
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