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In 2000, the Millennium Summit of the United
Nations General Assembly—the largest gathering of
world leadersin human history—came together to
make an historic global commitment to end poverty.
They stated:

“We will spare no effort to free our fellow
men, women, and children from the abject
and dehumanizing conditions of extreme
poverty, to which more than a billion of
them are currently subjected. We are
committed to making the right to
development a reality for everyone and to
freeing the entire human race fromwant.” *

Theleaderswent on to pledge that they would reach
specific goalsfor reducing poverty by 2015, resulting
inaset of commitmentsthat have becomeknown as
the Millennium Development Goals.? Thesegoal scan
beachieved only if thereis clear understanding of the
underlying causes of poverty that pointstheway
toward policiesand actionsto address those causes.

There are multiple dimensionsto the experience of
poverty, which are described in theWorld Bank’s
World Devel opment Report 2000/2001. The report
identifies not only alack of income and assets as
aspectsof poverty, but alsolow levelsof healthand
education, vulnerability and exposureto risk,

insufficient political and social voice, and
powerlessness. |naddition, the report arguesthat
“Thisbroader approach to deprivation, by giving a
better characterization of the experience of poverty,
increases our understanding of itscauses. Thisdeeper
understanding bringsto the fore more areas of action
and policy on poverty reduction.”®

Thisnew approach by the United Nationssignalsa
strong shift inthe way that the problem of poverty is
defined and, consequently, addressed. Inadditionto
taking anarrow focusonincome, poverty issueshave
typically been examined with afocuson discrete
groups, such as children, women, rural, or indigenous
people. Incontrast, abroader focuson the
interconnectedness of the lives of poor mothers,
fathers, and children can lead to agreater
understanding of the chronic poverty that is
transmitted from one generation to the next. Meeting
global poverty reduction goalswill thereforerequirea
closer look at how and why children borninto poor
families become poor adultsand then raise children
who also becometrapped in alife of poverty.
Thelntergenerational Dialogue Project described in
thefollowing pages buildson this perspective, with
the goals of expanding knowledge of and solutions

to thetransmission of poverty from one generation
tothe next.

Starting with Dialogue

A joint effort by adultsand youth may bethekey to
breaking theintergenerational cycleof poverty. To
begin to build greater understanding of the experience
of poverty, the International Center for Research on
Women (ICRW) and the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) convened afive-day event withthe

1 Resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly, “United Nations

Millennium Declaration,” United Nations Document A/55/L.2. http://
www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.pdf.

2More information on the Millennium Development Goals can be found at
www.unmillenniumproject.org or www.developmentgoals.org.

3World Bank, “World Development Report 2000/2001: Attacking Poverty”
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).

theme, “Common Interest, CommonAction: An
Intergenerational Dial ogue on Overcoming Poverty.”

Voices from the Dialogue

“Essentially, there are few programs that take into account men,
women, and youth...in reality, there are no programs or laws that
address poor people because this would imply tackling poverty in
allits dimensions. What does exist are programs that focus on
single aspects of poverty.”

—Cristian Acosta, 15, Uruguay
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TheDialogue, held from September 12-18, 2001
brought together 15 community leaders—femaeand
male, youth and adults—from 10 countries. For five
daysjust outside New York City, participants|earned
from one another through drama, role play, music,
research, and discussions. Their insightswere
formulated into aCall to Action, adocument that
seeksto draw the attention of world leadersand
policymakersto the critical importance of factorsthat
perpetuate poverty from one generation to the next.*

To build awareness of theintergenerational cycle of
poverty and support for necessary action, Dialogue
participants el ected four representativesto present
the Call to Action at the United Nations Special
Session on Children in May 2002 and to members of
the United States Congress.® The presentersused
dramatoillustrate the problem in amultidimensional

possi ble solutions, and described activities currently
underway to addressthe problemintheir own
communities.

Participantsin the Intergenerational Dialogue
concluded that effortsto reduce poverty must give
greater attention to the cycle of inherited poverty.
The Call to Action statesthat “ Every available
resource must be enlisted to stop thiscycle. Women
and youth represent avast source of creativity, energy,
and knowledgethat has been overlooked and excluded
from poverty reduction strategies. Governments, civil
society, international organizations, and businesses
can break theintergenerational cycle of poverty by
investing inwomen and youth (especialy girls),
affirming their rights, and accepting and valuing the
resourcesthat they haveto offer. Women, men, and
youth must cometogether to find lasting solutions.”

and nuanced way, engaged audiencesinidentifying

4The full Call to Action can be found on the ICRW Web site:  http://www.icrw.org/docs/IGD_Calltoaction Spring02.pdf.
5The United Nations Special Session was originally scheduled for September 2001, but was rescheduled because of the attacks on the World Trade Center.

Facilitating Dialogue Between Generations

Thelntergenerational Dialogue project faced the challenge of creating aprocessthat would facilitate meaningful, shared
reflection among individuals of different sexes, ages, nationalities, and cultural and educational backgrounds. Several
strategies were used to meet this challenge:

1. Participantswereencouraged to gather and analyze both their own experiencesand the experiencesof their
communities. Before coming together in New York, each participant was required to prepare ashort research paper on
how theroles and responsibilities of men, women, boys, and girlsin their communities contributeto or are affected by
poverty. They asoidentified examplesof government programsto overcome poverty intheir communities. These
collected experiences were drawn on throughout the Dialogue.

2. Participants became acquainted and began their shared reflection virtually, through electronic discussions, prior
to comingtogether in person. The participantstook part in three moderated el ectronic dial ogues|eading up to the
Intergenerational Dialogue. These exchanges blended personal storiesand both fun and substantive information and
helped lay the groundwork for good working relationships during the Dial ogue.

3. Participants shared reflection during the Dialogue using participatory, popular education methodologies that
allowed for meaningful exchange and discussionin arelatively short period of time, built trust, and created an
environment for collaboration, honest discussion, and mutual exploration.

4. Participantstook part in askills-building session on youth-adult partner ships. Adult and youth participants
explored the nature of genuine partnerships based on mutual respect and understanding. Using simulations, they examined
how traditional adult and youth rolesand power relationships affect effortsto collaborate across generations.
Participantsalso identified the specific and unique contribution of adultsand youth to such apartnership.
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Breaking the Cycle of Intergenerational

Poverty

During their five daystogether, Dial ogue participants Participantsthen carried the knowledge and
identified and explored factorsthat perpetuate the experiences gained during the Dial ogue back to their
intergenerational cycleof poverty, aswell asways of home communities, where they undertook activities
breakingthecycle. They identified four key areasthat that stimulated further dial ogue among and between
must be addressed to end the cycle of poverty, youth and adults. Each participant received asmall
discussedin detail beginning on page4. Thesekey grant to carry out projects designed to apply some of
areasare: theinsightsthat emerged from their participationin

theDialogue. By expanding discussionsand
community projects, the Dial ogue participants
effectively extended the advocacy networks necessary

withinfamiliesand communities;

» lack of equal opportunitiesfor girlsin education
and women and youth in employment;

» inadequate sexua and reproductive health and
rights optionsfor women and youth; and

» theneedto ensure astronger rolefor civil society
and for good governance.

Dialogue Through Theater

TheIntergenerational Dialogueincorporated the use of image and dramatechniques based on the “ Theater of the Oppressed”

methodol ogies devel oped by Brazilian director and activist Augusto Boal. These methods provide ameans of examining problemsina
holistic and nuanced way that empowers participants to devel op and pursue dynamic, innovative solutions. Within the context of the
Dialogue, thisapproach provided acommon ground through which young people and adults from different backgrounds could engage
each other and rely more on non-verbal communication than other techniques that might have been used.

Specifically, participants used imaging exercisesto explore power relations and their effects on both femal e and mal e adults and youth.
They modeled images of women, men, girls, and boysin their communities and then scul pted changesthey would like to see.

Working insmall groups, participants organized around four key issues and devel oped fiveimagesor “ plot points’ that dramatized areal-
life, personal story recounted by agroup member. Each of the plot pointswas given atitle and the imageswere presented by the small
groupsto thefull group, aprocessthat required reflection on what was observed intheimages. The groupsidentified factorsthat
affected the main protagonist (with particul ar referenceto age and gender
dynamics), including forcesthat perpetuate poverty.

Each group thenfilledin, or “ dynamized,” their plot pointsto create ashort play.
Weaving the plot pointsinto ashort play helped participants understand and
dramatize how various aspects of theissue being considered wererel ated.

Following their presentations, participants discussed each of the playsin great
depth. Building on that discussion, they then brainstormed ideasfor solving the
problems surrounding intergenerational poverty, focusing on the household, the
community, and the national level. Each discussion led to awealth of ideas;
participantsthemsel veswere surprised at the quality and quantity of what flowed
fromthedramas.

Dialogue participants act out family dynamics that lead to violence
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1. Create Equal Opportunities in Employment and

Education

“...girls opportunitiesin the labor market
are limited to jobs within the informal
sector or to those jobs that are linked to
their reproductive roles. This arises partly
because in this environment, the education
of girlsis perceived to yield low returns
compared to allowing themto remain at
home helping out in the family or marrying
early...Girls operating in the informal
sector are operating in a risky
environment; often they fall prey to men
who, covertly or overtly, coerce theminto
sex. Snce the majority of the girls come
from disadvantaged backgrounds, the
inducement of money in exchange for sex is
usually an attractive option. In our
interviews we |learned that every taxi driver
has a girlfriend operating in the informal
sector. Some of the girls...get involved for
the simple reason of getting a lift from the
taxi drivers.”

—Richard Mkandawire, 53,

South Africa

Traditional views of the proper role of women—who
are seen primarily aswivesand mothers—resultin
limitations on the educational opportunitiesfor girls
relativeto thosefor boys. Inturn, limitson education
hamper income-earning capacity and increasethe
vulnerability of youngwomen. Dialogue participants

Call to Action

To ensure equal opportunitiesfor women and youthin
education and employment:

»

Eliminate discrimination against women and youth and
ensure opportunitiesfor education, training, and
employment.

Create empl oyment opportunitiesfor women and youth.

Passand enforcelegislation giving women and girls
property ownership rights.

Improve access of women and youth to microcredit.

Providefree, quality, gender-sensitive education.

from some countriesreported that evenin those
situationswhere women and youth have greater access
to education, they are often unableto secureajob
because employment opportunitiesare so limited,
their education does not prepare them for thejob
market, or they succumb to expectationsthat women
should not work outside the home. Unmet education
and employment needs are much more pronouncedin
rural areas.

“ Argentina is characterized by a high
literacy rate, but the quality of education is
slowly deteriorating, particularly in the
schools attended by the poorest. This
implies that poorer youth will face
increased challenges as they prepare to
enter the formal labor market.”

—Blas Fernandez, 27,
Argentina

From Dialogue to Action

Morethan half of the Dial ogue participants used their
small grantsto design and carry out projectsthat
focused on providing training in enterprise
development or enhancing skillsto improvethe
employability of women and youth. The projects
involved marginalized youth, especially school drop-
outs, or were carried out in underserved low-income
or rural areas. For example, functional literacy and
numeracy training was offered to out-of-school
youth from poor familiesin arural areaof Mauritius,
whilefacilitieswereimproved for avocational
school in Kenyathat teaches catering skillsto school
drop-outs.

In Colombia, youth with ahistory of involvementin
drug abuse and violence were organi zed into Youth
Business Circles, whichinvolved 135 youth who
received business management training. A smaller
group then went on to launch four small enterprises.
These enterprisesincluded amotorcyclerepair shop,
alandscape nursery and environmental education
center, an egg distribution business, and acapoeira
school .6

8 Capoeirais a Brazilian martial art



InArgentina, the Center for Women's Studies (CEM)
established aWeb sitethat provides user-friendly
program resources based on theinitiative

“ Piloteando Futuros (Piloting Futures).” 7 This
initiative supportsinnovative youth training programs
toincrease employahility, citizen participation, and
leadership among 14 organi zationsin the Southern
Conecountries. CEM isconducting outreach to
public school teachers, encouraging themto usethe
resources found on the Web site and offering
technical assistanceto organizationsusing the
materialsintheir programs.

A project in Trinidad and Tobago brought together two
organi zationsto provide human resource
management and business devel opment training to
support the establishment of an employment service
within one of the organizations, Women Off Welfare.
Membersof the other organization, Women's I nstitute
for Alternative Development (WINAD), arehigh
school students paired with mentorswho are
professional women. Inadditiontotraining

7 See http://www.juventudcem.org.
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22 women, the collaboration between thetwo
organizations has | ed to the establishment of

rel ationshi psamong women across generationsand
classes. Thiseffort hasin turn contributed to wider
effortsinvolving consultationsamong more than 100
women to mobilizefor political action onissuesin
Trinidad that affect women’slives.

Training in basic computer skillswas provided to
youngwomeninarural villagein Lebanon, where
vocational training optionsarequitelimited. The
project assisted thelocal Young Women's Christian
Association (YWCA)—which offerstraditional skills
training inlanguage, typing, sewing, and weaving—to
purchase computers and train three young women to
serve astrainersfor ten older women. The computer
skillsthat these women gained enhanced their
employability, particularly in sectorstraditionally
dominated by men. Thetraining a so enabled women
inthisrural areato participatein the*information
revolution,” which had otherwise passed them by.

2. Build Intergenerational Alliances Within Families and

Communities

Thefamily isthearenain which cultural expectations
about the roles of women, men, boys, and girlsare
introduced, taught, and reinforced. Dialogue
participants agreed that these expectations narrow the
choicesand opportunitiesthat are availableto women
and girls. Expectationsabout particular rolesresultin
work burdensthat cannot be carried out by only one
person. Inorder to completetheir work, womenrely
on their daughters, often withdrawing them from school
to help at home. The constraintsthat are created by
such expectations therefore hinder women'’s effortsto
providefor the health and welfare of their families.

“ All of us believe in the ancient traditions
and it is because of these that working
women are not accepted culturally. Some
member s of my community would rather
accept poverty than allow their women to
work.”

—Kanchan Kumari Jha, 15,
India

“\Women often encounter great obstaclesin
participation because society dictates that
women alone should only do household
chores. Women are placed in boxes of
cultural expectations and are only allowed
to work within the domestic sphere by
feeding their kids, doing home chores, and
thelike.”

—Anchalee Phonkling, 40,
Thailand

Thefamily also transmits soci ety’s expectati ons about
the proper role and behavior of youth. Inmany
countries, the expectation isthat young peoplewill
obey theauthority of adultsand will not seek to make
independent decisions.
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“ Adolescenceisacritical period in the
span of life. Adolescence, the transition
between childhood and adulthood, is a
stressful period of life characterized by
many needs and discernible physical,
emotional, cognitive, social, and

behavioral changes that place specific
demands on the individual. If due attention
and importance is accorded to this group, it
will nurture more confident, healthy, and
responsible adults. Adolescents constitute
over one-fifth of the entire population, but
in India, the nutritional, educational,
health, guidance, and counseling needs of
adolescents have not been given due
importance.”

—Anjali Agarwal, 38,
India

Families often need support to maintain ahealthy, safe
home environment. Poverty createsadditional
sources of tension and stressfor families, but support
services often don’t exist for poor families. Such
servicescan provideinformation, helpimprove
communications, and provide non-violent ways of
resolving conflictswithin thefamily.

“We had a focused group discussion with
the femal e members of the family only, and
later on with the whole family. Indeed it
was appreciated that when they as parents
felt the need to talk to their children on
these [ sex education] issues, they really

Call to Action

To strengthen family lifeand build intergenerational alliances:

>

didn’t know how to start...The mother of
this family was worried that unless the
family [living] standards improved, thereis
no way her children would go to school.
Since she has more femal e children than
male, she was certain they would turn to
‘other’ ways of looking for money. ‘If my
children knew the dangers maybe they
would cope with me here even if we don’t
have food to eat.””

—Catherine Njoki Kamau, 22,
Kenya

“ Cultural practices hampering the progress
and development of girls and women in the
community should be addressed and if
possible done away with. Such practices
include FGM [female genital mutilation],
early forced marriages for schoolgirls,
polygamy, and others. These practices not
only deny women access to progress and
development, but also increase their
vulnerability to sexual and reproductive
health problems, including HIV/AIDS.”

—Sammy Oinyiaku, 24,
Kenya

Partnerships between youth and adults can be ameans
of breaking theintergenerational cycle of poverty.
Genuine partnershipsrequire adult willingnessto
listen to youth and to share power. Effective
partnerships can help youth to become better
problem-solvers, strengthen their sense of identity,

Establish local community resource and training centersto provide acomprehensive range of family support services,

including sex education and informati on about pregnancy prevention; support to keep young peoplein school and training
for those who haveleft school; and awareness-raising on the rights of women and youth, waysto end or transform harmful
cultural practices, and alternativesto domestic violence.

Examine and reflect on the consequences of prevailing expectations of the proper rolesfor men, women, girls, and boys.

Involveyouth and adultsin devel oping acurriculum to teach basic life skill's, such asimproving communication,
developing self-esteem, taking responsibility, making decisions, and solving problems.

Foster partnerships between youth and adults.

Develop life skillsand create or strengthen networksfor mutual care, support, exchange, interaction, and reflection.



and becomeleaders. For adults, partnershipscan
provideinspiration and motivation, along with new
ideas and fresh perspectives.

From Dialogue to Action

Several Dialogue participantslaunched projectsto
strengthen support for familiesand nurture positive
intergenerational relations. For example, a Youth
Counseling Centrewas established in Madhya
Pradesh, India. Aspart of the preparationsfor starting
the Centre, meetingswere held with principals,
teachers, and parentsin which the devel opmental
needs of adol escents—a concept unfamiliar to
most—werediscussed. The Centre beganworking
with eight schoolsto conduct group sessionsin the
classroom that involved more than 600 students,
provided individual counseling to nearly 70 students,
and madereferralsto specialists. Counseling was
also provided to 25 parentsto help them support their
adolescent daughtersor sons. Subsequently, two
schools made acommitment to establish counseling
centers at their schools.

Another Indian Dial ogue participant organized aBal
Manch (Children’s Forum) asaway to enableyoung
peoplein her community to discusstheir concerns.
Theyoung people and women from the community
worked together to establish acommunity library.
With help from alocal non-governmental
organization, the participant a so organized aM other-
Daughter Family Life Education workshop to discuss
adol escent needs, hedlth, hygiene, and sexualy
transmitted diseases (STDs). Themothersand
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daughtersare working together to reach out to other
women inthe community on theseissues.

InVietnam, ayoung Dia ogue participant expanded
intergenerational collaboration by working with
severa of hisfriendsand with officialsinaprimary
school inarural villageto start aschool library.
They surveyed studentsto learn their reading
preferences, which included aninterestin travel
literature and stories about other placesin theworld.
Oncethelibrary wasestablished, they also set up an
art gallery, which later exhibited 50 works of student
art (selected from 600 submissions) on the theme of
opposing drug abuse.

Aninformation access center wasestablishedina
rural Maasai community in Kenya. Equipped with
telephone, fax, Internet, and e-mail services, the
center was made avail ableto women and youth in the
community. Training oninformation processing was
provided and forums of youth and adults, with
representatives of morethan 20 organizations, were
held to share theinformation gained through the
newly availabletechnology. Sharing theinformation
provided an opportunity for young people and adults
to learn more about the devel opment activitiesin
which each group wasinvolved. Theinformation
sparked new ideasfor training opportunities,
employment, small business devel opment, and other
kindsof rural development. It alsoledtothe
establishment of new youth groups and of networking
and collaboration among existing community groups.

3. Improve Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

A lack of information and serviceson sexual and
reproductive health—especially inrural and low-
income areas—is animportant contributing factor in
theintergenerational cycleof poverty. Teenage
pregnancy limitsayoung woman's accessto education
and training and, inturn, improved economic
opportunities. Teen pregnancy threatensthe mother’s
health and leadsto infant health problemsthat
trandateinto disadvantages, which often start before
birth but can last alifetime.

Theinability to plan afamily resultsin largefamilies
in placeswhere the meansto support many children
arenot available. Inaddition, repeated pregnancies
can lead to disabling health problemsfor women and
reducetheir ability to providefor their families.

For adultsand youth, the consequences of STDshave
grown more severe because of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic. STDsincreasetherisk of HIV infection,
and thefastest growing rate of infectionfor HIV is
currently among those who are 15-24.
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“Theincreasein teen pregnancies and
sexually transmitted infections—including Call to Action
HIV/AIDS—directly underminesthe few

opportunities for study and work that To promote health and protect rights:

young people have. Parts of Bogota, such » Providefreeand easily accessible contraception.
asthe area of Ciudad Bolivar, where there » Provideinformation about sexual and reproductive
islittle access to economic resources and health and rightsthat isunderstandableto all
even fewer possibilities for education, citizens, regardless of their literacy level, age, or
demonstrate the need to reach young sex, and that reachesall citizens, regardless of their
people with clear and timely information place of residence.
about their sexual and reproductive » Providefree medication, care, and support,
rights.” including counseling, to personslivingwith HIV/
—Leidy Marcela Gomez, 19, AIDS, and endorsethe predomi nancegf theright to
Colombia health care over intellectual property rights.
. . » Provideaninclusive and compulsory curriculum of
From Dialogue to Action sex education, including i nformation about gender-
To provide essentia information to young people, a based violence.

project in Colombia organized workshops and
discussions on sexual and reproductive health and
rightsfor persons 13-19 years of age from alow-

income community. Before launching theworkshops, participant worked with afamily to develop apoultry

organizers met with adultsin the community to farming microenterprise. Atthe sametime, she

explaintheir work and gaintheir support. The provided information and facilitated family

workshops, which werelively and interactive, wereled discussions on reproductive health concerns,

by peersand focused on self-esteem, life skills, especially teenage pregnancies, teen prostitution,

pregnancy prevention, sexual violence, and HIV/AIDS and HIV/AIDS. Oneoutcome generated by this

and other STDs. effort isthat adaughter later became avolunteer
peer counsel or on teen pregnancy, whileamother

An integrated income-generating and reproductive now talks about these issueswith other womenin

health project was carried out in Kenya. A Dialogue her church.

4. Ensure Good Governance and Stronger Civil Society

Theactions of governmentsand civil society are “ More and more women are now being

critically important to overcoming poverty. entrusted with more responsihilities and

Governments need to recognize the dynamics created opportunities to take part in community

by society’ s different expectations of men and activities and projects beyond the domestic

women, and take thoseinto account when devel oping sphere. In addition to these, some more

and implementing policiesand programsaimed at open-minded hill tribe members even start

reducing poverty. Governments should strivefor encouraging political participation of

representation that more closely reflectsthe sex and women in their communities. An example

age balance of society. Civil society organizations would be women'’s participation in

need to become stronger and better ableto identify environmental management and general

problems, formulate sol utions, mobilize resources, upkeep of the community.”

and work in partnership with governments. — Anchalee Phonkling, 40,
Thailand



“ Gender and age discrimination are
mutually reinforced. Strategies should
therefore generate conditions that establish
alliances between male and female youth
so that together they can work on changes.
Inthislight, | believeit is fundamental to
link processes for strengthening citizenship
to advocacy for sexual and reproductive
rights.”

—Carmen Beramendi, 51,
Uruguay

From Dialogue to Action

Building the capacity of organizationsto recognize
and address the specific needs and opportunities of
women isan important way to strengthen civil society.
TheThai Diaogue participant therefore used her
small grant to help her organization, Inter Mountain
Peoples Education and Culture Thailand (IMPECT),
evaluate and distill lessons from the integration of
gender analysisinto the organization’swork.®
IMPECT workswith six tribal and indigenous
networksfrom mountain communitiesin Northern
Thailand that are struggling to protect their
livelihoods and lifestylesfrom encroachment by
outsideinfluences. Thecommunitiesareisolated, and
theindigenousand tribal women lack accessto

Fostering Dialogue to Break the Cycle of Intergenerational Poverty

information that would hel p them understand the
forcesthat underminetheir livelihoods, such as
government prohibitionson traditional food gathering.

Integration of gender perspectivesensuresthat
IMPECT will support women'seffortsto address
their own needs. Asaresult of thiseffort, all tribal
networks have devel oped action plansrelated to
women'sconcernsand have organized women's
forums as an ongoing means by which women can
identify and advocatefor their interestsand needs.
Youthareinvolvedinall stepstaken throughout the
initiative.

Theyouth and adult Dial ogue participantsfrom
Uruguay teamed up to offer youth workshops on
citizenship. Theyouth, aged 12—24, identified a
problemintheir community with which they were
particularly concerned. Garbage had beenfillingup
the open spaces, yet the community seemed unaware
that thiswasmaking it difficult for young peopleto
gather for recreation. To solvethe problem, the group
learned about recycling and set about to recyclethe
garbage from these open spaces. To raise community
awareness of the problem, the young people staged a
springtime parade, wearing costumesthat they had
made from recycled garbage. Theactivitiesinvolved

8Gender analysis is a specific kind of socia analysis. It focuses on the social, economic, and political differences between men and women to ensure that the
potential differential gender-based impacts of policies, programs, and legislation are elucidated and that existing and proposed policies have the intended results for

both women and men.

Call to Action

Tofoster effective and accountable government policies and programs:

» Formulate poverty policiesand programswith aclear understanding of the rel evance and impact of the
roles each culture and society assigns men, women, boys, and girls.

» Establish sex-disaggregated targetsfor poverty policiesand programs; formulate and use indicatorsthat
measure theimpact of poverty policiesand programson men, women, boys, and girls; and regularly

collect and analyze sex-disaggregated data.

» Ensurethat representation throughout government—both el ected and administrative—reflectsthe ageand

sex distribution of the larger society.

» Mobilizeto bring about more participatory government and more diverse representation among

government officials.

» Requiremore participatory political processes and more diverse representation asacondition of grants

and loans by donorsto governments.

» Strengthen civil society by providing resourcesfor poverty programs designed and run by independent
civil society organizationsand by building alliances between representativesin government and civil

society and across national boundaries.
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both young men and women, despitethefact that in
Uruguay such public activitiestraditionally involve
only young men.

One of the Dialogue participants serves asthe co-
chair of the Youth Caucus of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). She
used her small grant to bring another Dialogue
participant from Kenyato participatein the
intergenerational workshop at the 46" session of
the CSW. Theworkshop, entitled, “ Change or Status

Quo: TheRoleof Older Players,” wasjointly
organized by theYouth Caucus, the Subcommittee on
Older Women, and the NGO Committee on the Status
of Women. Theworkshop, whichwaslively and well-
attended, succeeded in launching theideaof
multigenerational work among those organizations
that participatein thework of the CSW. It also served
to remind non-governmental organizationsof the
importance of involving young women and menin
education and advocacy work at the United Nations.

Insights from the Field

Thesmall grants program provided an opportunity to
put into practice some of theinsights gained from
participationinthe Intergenerational Dialogue. The
following review of the supported projectsreveals
some commonalitiesthat exist across continents.

Integrated Programs

Dialogue participantsfound that an integrated
response to the multiple dimensions of the problems
they were addressing was necessary to ensure
effectiveness. Enterprise development and business
training in Colombia, for example, wasaccompanied
by afocus on human development, particularly in
projectsthat help young peopleto devel op self-
esteem and exploretheir |eadership capabilities. The
poultry microenterprisein Kenyawas accompanied by
support for family communication and information on
reproductive and sexual health.

“ A holistic women-focused devel opment
program is the only sure option for
women'’s development. Such a program
should encompass access to capital and
credit, information on sexual and
reproductive health, education,
collaboration, and networking. Such a
program should be implemented and
managed by local women from the
particular target community.”

—Sammy Oinyiaku, 24,
Kenya

Information Technology and Artistic
Expression

Training inthe use of computersand information
processing proved to beaparticularly effectiveway of
engaging youth in anumber of the projects. In
Mauritius, participation by out-of-school youthin
functional literacy and numeracy training wasgreatly
enhanced by simultaneously providing an opportunity
tolearnto use computers. Providing women and
youthinrural areaswith accessto information and
communi cations technology wasthe focus of projects
in Kenyaand Lebanon. Inorganizing these projects,
the participants acted on their conviction that people
inrural areas deserveto have accessto the

opportunities afforded by theinformation revolution.

Other projectsincorporated forms of artistic
expression, which appearsto be animportant means
of engaging young people. Whether itinvolved
constructing parade costumesfrom recycled
materialsin Uruguay or organizing astudent art
competitionin Vietnam, thearts provided an
important opportunity for intergenerational
communication and dialogue.

Networking and Collective Action
Creating connectionsand collaborations with other
individualsand organizationswas akey feature of a



number of the projects. Young peoplein Kenyacame
together to exchangeinformation that they had
gleaned fromthelnternet. Theinformation and
discussionsthat this process sparked resulted inthe
generation of ideasfor action, some of whichwere
later pursued collaboratively. In Colombiaand
Trinidad, organizationsrepresenting individualsfrom
different economic classes cametogether through
projectsto jointly devel op community-oriented
activities. Ineach case, they expressed great
satisfactionin bridging the economic differencesthat
typically prevented them frominteracting.

Fostering Dialogue to Break the Cycle of Intergenerational Poverty

Leadership and Leveraging Resources
Each of the participants achieved significant results
with only limited resources. Small though they were,
the available resources nonethel ess hel ped youth
participantsto engage adultsin their community ina
seriousway and to enlist their support for their
projects. Inanumber of cases, the small grants
provided through the Dia ogue functioned as seed
money, enabling participantsto raise additional funds
from other sources. Thissuggeststhat even small
funds can produce resultswhen coupled with
leadership, vision, and commitment.

Conclusions

The Intergenerational Dial ogue on Overcoming
Poverty helped to create greater awareness about the
factorsthat contribute to the perpetuation of poverty
from one generation to the next. ICRW isconfident
that the dynamic leaderswho participated will
continueto build ontheinsights and experiencethat

they gained during the Dialogue and in the projects
that they subsequently carried out intheir
communities. Inturn, they will be better equipped to
identify and promote program and policy
interventions needed to break the cycle of poverty.

Portraying a community member without access to decision making
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Participant List

Africa

CatherineNjoki Kamau, 22, from Nairobi, Kenya, isayouth
advocatefor International Planned Parenthood Federation,
Family Planning Association of Kenya, and the Kenya
Association for the Promotion of Adolescent Health.

Sammy Oinyiaku, 24, from Kagjiado, Kenya, started the
organization Maasai AlDS Prevention Network (MAPNet)
andisayouth leader inrural areas.

M ahendranath Busgopaul, 50, from Curepipe, Mauritius, is
the secretary general of Halley Movement, anon-
governmental organization working toimprovethewelfare of
children and familiesin the Indian Ocean region. Heleadsan
intergenerational dialoguethroughout theregion’sislandsand
hasworked with youth groupsin Mauritius.

Richard M kandawire, 53, from Louis Trichardt, South
Africa, isthedirector for academic programs, research, and
outreach at the Centre for Youth Studies at the University of
Vendaand isayouth policy advocate and researcher.

Dinah Kivuti, 63, from Embu, Kenya, isthe director of the
Kamuthuago Christian Women’s Group. She has started many
income-generating initiatives, including acatering school for
women and girls, and attended meetingsfor thefive-year
follow up to the World Conference on Women (Beijing plus
five).

Asia

Anjali Agarwal, 38, from Indore, MadhyaPradesh, India, is
the project director for Better Life Options, aprogramfor girls
and young women that ispart of the non-governmental
organization Bhartiya Grameen Mahila Sangh (BGMS).

Kanchan Kumari Jha, 15, from New Delhi, Indig, isa
founding member of the Children’s Parliament (Bal
Panchayat) in her community and has represented the non-
governmental organization Community Aid and Sponsorship
Program (CASP) at various national youth camps.

Xuan Linh Le, 16, from Hanoi, Vietnam, attends Hanoi
Amsterdam High School and isactivein theYouth
Coordination Center International, Asian Youth Network, Youth
WorkshopAsia, and Savethe Children.

Anchalee Phonkling, 40, from Chiang Mai, Thailand, isa
gender section supervisor for Intermountain People’'s
Education Cultureand Tradition (IMPECT), which seeksto
revitalizeand apply indigenousand tribal knowledgein all areas
of development.

Europe and Australia

MirjanaArsic,* 19, from Belgrade, Yugoslavia, isthe
education department coordinator at the Youth of Yugoslav
Association against AIDS (Youth for JAZAS).

FranziskaBrantner, 22, from Freiburg, Germany, isvice
president of the Youth Caucus of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Sheinitiated the
Youth Parliament in Freiburg and hasworked with youth
environmental management in Germany, France, and I srael.

GeorgiaHeath, 18, from Salisbury, SouthAustralia, is
currently astudent at the University of Adelaideand isalso the
youth governor for the South Australiayouth government.

GraceKyriakos, 29, from Beirut, Lebanon, started out asa
youth volunteer coordinator for the National Y WCA of

L ebanon and isnow program coordinator for the organization.
Shewasa soinvolvedin the World Youth Forum of the United
Nations, representing World YWCA.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Cristian Acosta, 16, from Montevideo, Uruguay, is part of the
organization Mujer Ahora (Woman of Today). A high school
student, he hasinitiated many activities, including asportsclub
in collaboration with hismother.

Carmen Beramendi, 51, from Montevideo, Uruguay, works
with the organization Mujer Ahora (Woman of Today) and
with young peoplein grassroots and urban settings. Her
interestsinclude gender issues, information technol ogy, and
domestic violence.

BlasFernandez, 27, from BuenosAires, Argentina, works
with the Centro de Estudios de la Mujer (Center for
Women's Studies) and hasworked in economic devel opment,
education, and social programsin grassroots and urban
settings.

Leidy Marcela Gomez,* 19, from Colombia, isthe national
coordinator for youth at thefamily planning organization
Profamiliaand attended meetingsfor thefive-year follow up to
the World Conference on Women (Beijing plusfive) and the
United Nations Specia Session on Children PrepCom.

Folade M utota,* 41, from San Juan, Trinidad and Tobago, is
afounding member and Coordinator of Project Affairsat the
Women'sIngtitute for Alternative Development (WINAD), a
national non-governmental organization that preparesyoung
women for leadershiproles.

GustavoAlbert RiosCardona,* 26, from Medellin,
Colombia, isthefacilitator for the organization Grupo Fenix
Confama, aswell as ayouth mentor and activist.

* Several participants were prevented from attending the main Dialogue meeting in New York because of transportation disruptions resulting from the events of
September 11. They otherwise have been active participants in the activities that preceded and have followed the Dialogue.
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