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 The Conference, “Race, Genetics and Medicine: New Information, Enduring 
Questions,” was held on Saturday, April 9, 2005 in the Science Center, Lecture Hall D at 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.  Approximately 150 people attended.  The 
audience was composed mainly of college and graduate school science students and 
postdoctoral fellows, some science and medical school faculty, science teachers at 
various levels, journalists and interested members of the public. 
 The keynote speaker and the panelists reflected different academic disciplines 
(genetics, medicine, anthropology, sociology) and a CEO of a biotechnology company 
with background in medicine and law.  They also presented different perspectives on the 
utility of race concepts in medicine and even on the use of the word “race.”  While the 
talks often involved descriptions of genetic approaches that were not simple to explain, 
the speakers did an effective job of getting across the gist of studies that have been 
carried out on these issues.  Although no consensus was reached, the conference gave the 
audience the opportunity to understand the issues and to have the tools to follow the 
debates in the future.   Our strongest feedback was from attendees who had heard of the 
race and genetics issues through various media, but did not have a sense of what they 
were really about.   They reported to us that they now felt they understood the basis of 
these discussions.   

Our post-conference activities have been successfully completed.  While we had 
proposed to make available transcripts of the talks to the public through a Website, some 
of the speakers would not agree to have their presentations available in this way.  
Therefore, we asked permission from the DOE to use the funds to prepare classroom 
lesson plans for high school students to discuss the issues.  These were prepared over a 
year-long period by the Genetic Screening Study Group Members with an educator, Ms. 
Ronnee Yashon, who teaches at Tufts University and who had long experience as a high 
school biology teacher.  The lesson plans were then distributed for free to high school 
teachers attending the annual Conferences of the National Association of Biology 
Teachers and the National Science Teachers Association. 

One of the participants in our Conference, Professor Evelynn Hammonds of 
Harvard University, subsequently initiated a study group comprising faculty from a 
number of different New England universities and colleges, who have been analyzing the 
issues raised at the conference.  That group, of which I am a member, has published an 
article examining the issues in a recent issue of PLoS Medicine. 
 In summary, the Conference was successful in directly communicating to the 
public an understanding of these controversial issues, providing materials for teaching 
about the subject in schools, and stimulated others to involve themselves more deeply in 
the issues.  
 Included with this Report are a copy of the Program for the Conference and a 
copy of the prepared high school Lesson Plans.  
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RACE, GENETICS AND MEDICINE

NEW INFORMATION, ENDURING QUESTIONS

Organized by the Genetic Screening Study Group
www.RaceGenMed.org

Harvard University
The Science Center, Lecture Hall C

One Oxford Street, Cambridge
Saturday, April 9, 2005

8:30 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.

Keynote Address - Troy Duster, University of California and New York University

“A Post-Genomic Surprise: The Increasing Significance of Race in Debates and
Practical Applications of Human Molecular Genetics”

Session 1: Genetic Research: Ancestry and Race
Marcus Feldman, Stanford University
Jonathan Marks, University of North Carolina, Charlotte

Session 2: Genetics and Race: Applications to Medicine?
Esteban Burchard, University of California, San Francisco
Rick Kittles, Ohio State University

Session 3: Implications for Society
Evelynn Hammonds, Harvard University
Mary-Claire King, University of Washington
David Altshuler, Harvard University
Phillip Reilly, Interleukin Genetics

Registration Fees (includes lunch and refreshments):
Individual Rate - $40.00 Student Rate - $25.00

Wheelchair accessible; real-time captioning with two weeks advance request 

Some scholarships may be available. For information, please contact Catherine Ard at RaceGenMed@aol.com

Please make checks payable to Harvard University (credit cards not accepted) and send with
name, address and e-mail address to Laura Garwin:Harvard University, Bauer Center for Genomics Research, 

Harvard University, 7 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge MA 02138

mailto:RaceGenMed@aol.com


 

Race, Genetics and Medicine: New Information, 
Enduring Questions 

Organized by the Genetic Screening Study Group  
 

Harvard University 
The Science Center, Lecture Hall C 

One Oxford Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138-2901 

Saturday, April 9, 2005 
 
8:30 Registration 
 
9:00 Welcome and Introductory Remarks  

Peter Conrad, Genetic Screening Study Group and Brandeis University 
 
9:10 Keynote Address   

Troy Duster, University of California and New York University:  “A post-genomic surprise: The 
increasing significance of race in debates and practical applications of human molecular genetics” 

 
9:50 Session I: Genetic Research: Ancestry and Race 

Marcus Feldman, Stanford University  
Jonathan Marks, University of North Carolina, Charlotte 
Moderator: Laura Garwin, Genetic Screening Study Group and the Bauer Center for Genomics 
Research 

 
11:10 Coffee Break 
 
11:30 Session II: Genetics and Race: Applications to Medicine? 

Esteban Burchard, University of California 
Rick Kittles, Ohio State University 
Moderator: Joseph Alper, Genetic Screening Study Group and the University of Massachusetts 
 

12:45 Lunch Break 
 
2:00 Session III: Implications for Society 

Evelynn Hammonds, Harvard University  
Mary-Claire King, University of Washington 
David Altshuler, Harvard University 
Philip Reilly, Interleukin Genetics 
Moderator: Jonathan Beckwith, Genetic Screening Study Group and Harvard Medical School 
 

4:00 Discussion and Closing Remarks 
 
4:45 Reception 
 

The Sponsors: Harvard Departments: History of Science, Social Medicine and African and 
African American Studies, Harvard's Program on Science, Technology and Society, the Bauer 
Center for Genomics Research and the National Writer’s Union. 

Financial Support comes from the United States Department of Energy, New England BioLabs, 
Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research, Biogen IDEC, The Bauer Center for Genomics Research, 
and the Pettus-Crowe Foundation. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Speakers: 
 
Troy Duster, Professor Sociology, New York University and author of Backdoor to Eugenics (Routledge, 
2nd Edition, 2003). http://sociology.fas.nyu.edu/object/troyduster.html 
 
Marcus Feldman, Professor of Biology, Stanford University and co-author of Genetic structure of human 
populations. Rosenberg, N.A., Pritchard, J.K., Weber, J.L., et al.  Science. 2002 Dec 20;298(5602):2381-5. 
http://www-evo.stanford.edu/marc.html 
 
Jonathan Marks, Professor of Anthropology, University of North Carolina at Charlotte and author of What 
It Means to Be 98% Chimpanzee (University of California Press, 2002). http://personal.uncc.edu/jmarks/ 
 
Esteban Burchard, Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University of California at San Francisco and 
author of Burchard, R., Ziv, E., Coyle, N., et al. Importance of race and ethnic background in biomedical 
research and clinical practice.  New England Journal of Medicine.  2003; 348(12):1170-74 
http://pulmonary.ucsf.edu/faculty/burchard.html 
 
Rick Kittles, Associate Professor in the Department of Molecular Virology, Immunology and Medical 
Genetics at Ohio State University and author of Kittles, R.A., and Weiss, K.M.  Race, ancestry, and genes: 
Implications for defining disease risk.  Annual Review of Genomics and Human Genetics.  2003; 4: 33-67. 
http://pulmonary.ucsf.edu/faculty/burchard.html 
 
Evelynn Hammonds, Professor of History of Science and African-American Studies at Harvard University 
and author of The Logic of Difference: A History of Race in Science and Medicine in the United States, 
1850-1999 (forthcoming from the University of North Carolina Press). 
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~afroam/Faculty/Evelynn_M__Hammonds/evelynn_m__hammonds.html 
 
Mary-Claire King, American Cancer Society Professor of Medicine (Medical Genetics) and Genome 
Sciences, University of Washington at Seattle, and author of. King, M.C., and Motulsky, A.G.  Mapping 
human history. Science.  2002. 298;2342-2343.   http://depts.washington.edu/~kingweb/ 
 
David Altshuler, Associate Professor of Genetics and Medicine at Harvard University, Director of Medical 
and Population Genetics at the Broad Institute and co-author of Smith, M.W., Patterson, N., Lautenberger, 
JA., et al.  A high density admixture map for disease gene discovery in African Americans.  American 
Journal of Human Genetics.  2004; 74:1001-1013. 
http://genetics.mgh.harvard.edu/PublicWeb/faculty/altshuler/index.html 
 
Philip Reilly. Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Interleukin Genetics. Author of 
Abraham Lincoln's DNA and Other Adventures in Genetics (Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press , 2002). 
http://www.ilgenetics.com/interleukin.htm 
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