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History comes alive



Use of library, digital, primary resources 



Collaboration between classroom teachers 

and librarian





Provides access to more than 385,000 digitized books, 

photographs, maps, newspapers, letters, and other historic 

materials

Portal to Texas History Overview



“Provide a window into the past—unfiltered access to the record of 

artistic, social, scientific and political thought and achievement 

during the specific period under study, produced by people who 

lived during that period.

“Bringing young people into close contact with these unique, often 

profoundly personal, documents and objects can give them a very 

real sense of what it was like to be alive during a long-past era.”

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html

Primary Resources  



Primary Sources



http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/index.html

Resources 4

Educators

http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/index.html


The Portal to Texas History

Primary Source Sets



Lesson plans - All grade levels



Catholic Mission Life
• Native Americans 

• Monks/Priests 



Journey Lesson Plan 

Life in a Spanish Mission

created by Jennifer Casey

http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/notebook/SpanishMission/

Jennifer

http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/notebook/SpanishMission/


1. Teacher/Librarian Prep

2. Primary Sources Review

3. Team Formation 

4. Journey!

5. Share experiences

Lesson Plan = Itinerary



Objectives

• Students will experience life in a Spanish mission as Native 
Americans and Spanish-speaking priests

• Students will understand Spain’s reasons for establishing Catholic 
missions

• Describe the impact of missions on the culture of Native Americans



Additional Objectives

• Explain the purpose of and daily life on missions

• Identify events in the Catholic Church and align to historical time period

• Identify local parishes, missions, or settlements

• Investigate Native American tribes, lifestyle 

• Create maps documenting locations of tribes  



Supplies Needed: 

Prep for Journey

Station placards

Candles

Assorted seeds

Sticks/pencils for Ag station

Butcher paper

Tape

Paper towels (dusters)

“Gregorian chant”

CD player/iPhone/iPod

Spanish dictionary

Notebook paper

Writing utensil

Container of seeds

Containers for ag stations (1 for each seed 

type and 1 for mix)

Rice or other planting medium

Corn

Mortar & pestle 

Computer workstation with Spanish 

missions PowerPoint (opt.)



Journey

• Lesson Plan Notebook – Placards download/print
• Each station is outlined through the lesson plan

• Mission lesson guide in the Portal to Texas History



Space for stations

Library

or

Classroom 



Lots of available images

Ruins of the Church of El Alamo





Each station has the students experience key 

aspects of the missionary lifestyle in silence.
The activity begins when students take “vows” of 

poverty, obedience and silence.

Student Activity 1: Reflection

Experiential Lesson 



One student will be the interpreter to the class for this initial step.

Be sure to wave your hands around a lot like you are using sign 

language.



Spanish Translation

Station 1



The Dormitory

Station 2



Workhouse

Station 3



Planting and Agriculture

Station 4



Agriculture: Sorting Seeds

Station 5



Kitchen Duties

Station 6



Chancel

Station 7



Spend time reflecting upon the experiences 

Reflection



Ultimate job of a teacher/librarian is to help students make 

connections. 

Get something out of it – not just facts.

Tie the human aspects of the events to the facts to make a 

meaningful connection to the social, economic, political way 

of life at the time.

Why?



The Library/Media Center can help!

Resources



Bannon, J. F., Ives, R. L., & James H. Sutton Jr. and Sylvia Leal Carvajal 
Collection. (1970). The Spanish borderlands frontier, 1513-1821. New York: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

Burke, J. W. (1971). Missions of old Texas. South Brunswick: A.S. Barnes.

Gannon, M. (1965). The cross in the sand: The early Catholic Church in Florida, 
1513-1870. Gainesville: University of Florida Press.

Wakely, D., & Drain, T. A. (1994). A sense of mission: Historic churches of the 
Southwest. San Francisco: Chronicle Books.

Weber, D. J., & Rogers D. Spotswood Collection. (1992). The Spanish frontier 
in North America. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Books



Saint Mary's Hall Spanish Discovery San Antonio Missions

http://libguides.smhall.org/sanantoniomissions

Guide to resources on American Indians in Texas

http://libguides.utsa.edu/american_indians_in_Texas

LibGuides

http://libguides.smhall.org/sanantoniomissions
http://libguides.utsa.edu/american_indians_in_Texas


Catholic Missions

Image: Let's Visit Texas Missions by Maxwell, Margaret Muenker, Eakin Press., 1998

Journey



Importance of Collaborating

Classroom teachers and librarians work 
together for student success.

Librarians and teachers share insights about 
the activities - more than just books!

Information literacy goals match the 
mission of the school to prepare students
for life-long learning.



Incorporate the following:

Faith

Hope

Charity

Justice 

Courage 

Forgiveness 

Service

NCEA Values



Students experience silence!

Vow of Silence



Spanish missions attract millions of visitors each year. 

• Tourists

• Scholars

• School children 

Missions Today



Native American Culture Centers



Effects on Native American culture

• “Invited in” (protection from enemy tribes, entrenched in 
rivalry)

• Vows poverty and obedience  Monks 

• Convert to Christianity - Spanish missionaries were “saving 
of souls.”

» Letter by Franciscan friar Juan de Escalona criticizes 
the “outrages against the Indians” 

Catholic Missions  



Mission Effects on Native American Culture

• Nomads; others settled into highly developed agricultural civilizations
• Southwest, cliff-dwelling cultures =complex settlements



Students use critical thinking and reflection to examine 

assumptions.

Reflection



Student created: YouTube 
Wayne Worldwide History [1] - Spanish Missions in Texas - https://youtu.be/VeOQ7GiqYbA

Part of a new, educational series called "Wayne Worldwide History!" In this series, we will 
cover historical events from all over the world! During this episode, we discuss the faults 
and potential solutions of the Spanish Missions in Texas.

Life in Texas Missions YouTube - https://youtu.be/JxUfYir08OI

4th grade students discuss the exploration, settlement, culture, and leadership of Texas

Student Output

https://youtu.be/VeOQ7GiqYbA
https://youtu.be/JxUfYir08OI


Resources of Interest 

The Catholic Encyclopedia - Catholic Indian Missions of the United States

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops – Native American

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/index.cfm

Marquette University’s Raynor Memorial Libraries -Christianity and Native 
America

http://www.marquette.edu/library/archives/indians.shtml

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/index.cfm
http://www.marquette.edu/library/archives/indians.shtml


Plan a field trip



Resources by State or Region

Open Education Database
http://oedb.org/ilibrarian/250-plus-killer-digital-libraries-and-

archives/

(a bit outdated, but still useful) 

State Digital Resources: Memory Projects, Online 

Encyclopedias, Historical & Cultural Materials 

Collections
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/statememory/



Resources – U.S.
Chronicling America http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
Provides access to information about historic newspapers from 1836-1922 
or use the U.S. Newspaper Directory to find information about American 
newspapers published between 1690-present

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


National Park Service 
Native American Heritage
http://www.nps.gov/history/americanindian/
San Antonio Missions - videos
http://www.nps.gov/saan/learn/education/ind
ex.htm
Curriculum Materials (4th grade and 7th grade)
http://www.nps.gov/saan/learn/education/cur
riculummaterials.htm

http://www.nps.gov/history/americanindian/
http://www.nps.gov/saan/learn/education/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/saan/learn/education/curriculummaterials.htm


Texas Parks and Wildlife 

• Learn about Texas Indians

• Indian Years Coloring Book



Questions?

Contact information:

Jo Monahan  jo.monahan@unt.edu

mailto:jo.monahan@unt.edu

