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This study was concerned with lnvestigating the
relationship between (1) infant development and mother
warmth, (2) infant development snd maternal grandmother
warmth.

The sample utilized were thirty infants, sixteen
males and fourteen females, between the ages of five months
and thirty months., These infants had been evaluated for
an infent stimuletion program at the Child Study Center in
Fort Worth, Texas, and were referred to the Center by
elther private physiclans, public health nurses, or the
welfare department. The criterla for referral to the
gtinulation program was simply an hypothesized "develop-

. mental lag" by the referring person, The infant sample
came from homes with a mean monthly income of approximately
$437.00., Fourteen of the mothers were receiving some form
of public asslstance; five were from middle class soclo-
economic status famllies.

Three instruments were employed in this study. The

Bayley Scale of Infant Development (BSID) provided a



measure of mental development on each infant, The Hoew
Siegelman Parent-Child Relations Questionnaire (PCR)

was adminlistered to all the mothers and provided a measure
of the characteristic pattern of behavior of parents towards
thelir children as perceived by the child. The mothers
answered the questlons in relation to how they felt their
mothers reacted towards them prior to the age of twelve,

The warmth scale adapted from the Barrett-Lennard Relatione
ship Inventory (B-L) was completed by a soclal worker
employed by the Center on each mother in order to obtaln a
rating of maternal warmth between mother and infant. It waes
hypothesized that (L) the degree of mother warmth as
measured on the Barrett-Lennard warmth subscale was sige
nificantly related to the level of mental development of

her infant; (2) a significant relationship existed between
the mother's percelved warmth of the maternal grandmother
and the mental development of the infant; (3) there was

a significant relationship between the perceived warmth of
the maternal grandmother and the messured warmth of the
mother.

None of the three hypotheses were supported by the
results. The hypothesis of & relationship between mental
development of the infant and the warmth of the infant
(r = 12, p> .05) was rejected. The meagnitude of the

relatlonship between the mother's perceived warmth of the



maternal grandmother and the measured warmth of the mother
{(r = .31, p> .05) was not significant. The hypothesis of a
gignificant relationship between percelved grandmother
warmth and the mental development of the infant was not
supported (r = .15, p>.05). Various subscales of the

PCR indiesated significant relationships with the BSID.
Symbolic Love Reward and BSID raw score and development

age were significanfly related (r = =-.43, p<.05)., Direct
Object Punishment and the BSID raw score were significantly
related (r = -.36, p< .05), as were Direct Object Reward
and the BSID raw score and developmental age (r = =41,

P <.05), The Neglecting subscale and the BSID raw score
were significantly related (r = -.41, p< .05).
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CHAPTER I

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM AND REVIEW
OF LITERATURE

There 1s much interest concerning the effects of
"mothering" and general infant development, but the varlous
hypotheses propounded appear to have been only partially
documented (Bayley, 1940; Bayley & Schaeffer, 1Yo4;

Moss, 1970). BResearch reported later in this study seens
to stress the importanee of verious maternal variables

and their effect on the appropriate develdpment of intants.
Thus, the developmental tasks of tollet training and
ldentification ere more readily accomplished by a warm

and loving mother &s are problemg associated with feeding
than by an emotionally cool and dlstant mother. There
seemé to be conflicting evidence regarding the importasnce:
of mqther warmth as a significant variable in the mental
development of infants.

.There 18 also some evidence which suggests that
chiid rearing practlices are handed down from mother to
daughter, which seems highly probable if pne'adheres to
a learning theory model of growth and development.

The present study attempted to determine whether

relationships exist between the mental development of



infants and the measured warmth of their mother, and between
mental development of infants and the mother's perceived
warnth of the maternal grandmother. This study alse
examined the relationship between the percelved warmth of
the maternal grandmother and the measured warmth of the
mother,

Caldwell (1971) credits Rene Spitz with launchlng the
"maternal deprivation® decade in the late 1940's., Spitz
conducted extensive research investigating the significant
variables in infant development and concluded that the
importance of a conducive emotional relationship between a
mother and her infant could not be overstressed. The fact
that childhood 1s the most critical time in a person's life
for this emotional relationshlp with one's nmother was
reemphasized in a more recent study (Spitz, 1960). In
this study, Spltz conducted research on two institutions
that cared for infants. They differed in that the 1nfants
in the "Nursery" were ralsed by theilr own "mothers" while
in the other institution, the "Foundlinghouse," the infante
were ralsed by over-burdened nursing personnel from the
third month of 1life. The independent verlsble then was
the avallabllity of emotional interchange between each
child and his "mother." All infants in the study were
admitted to the "Nursery" or "Foundlinghouse® shortly
after birth.,. The resulis over a two-year period were

quite startling. The “"Nursery" group developed into normal



toddlers, whereas the "Foundlinghouse® group showed that
the emotionally starved children never learned to speak,

to walk, or to feed themselvesz, The mortality rate in the
"Nursery" was zero, while in the "Foundlinghouse" 37 per
cent of the infants dled wlthin two years. This would
certainly seem to demonstrate the notable affeets of
maternal deprivation., These results reaffirmed Spltz's
earlier findings concerning an infant's need for a con-
ducive emotlional relationship with its mother; thus he
comments, "barring starvation, or actual physlecal injury,
no factor is capable of so influencing the child's devel-
opment as is his rélation to his mother (Spitz, 1960,

p. 170)." 8pitz's results initially received unchallenged
acceptance but were later subjected to a devastating series
of critical articles (McCandless, 1961). Pinneau (1955a,
1955b), one of the majlor critics, objected to some of the
statistical procedures Spitz employed. Gﬁe blg discrepancy
appears to lie in the fact that one institution wae located
in the United Statez while the other was not; consequently
the groups would differ significantly in ethnic and soclio-
economie background., Thus Pinneau concludes that Spitz's
studies cannot be accepted as scientific evidence supporting
the hypothesis that institutional infants develop psycho-
loglcal dlasorders as the result of being separated from
their mothers. However, it should be remembered that even

though Spltz's research was not scientifically sound, he



provided an inveluable contribution to soclety by ealling
attention to the "mothering® need of infants.

Dennls and Najarian (1960) investigated the affects
of "mothering" on children in a Lebanon orphanage and
reported less drastic but more selective affects than
Spitz. Dennis does not support the concept of the per-
manency of early environmental effects, but rather
suggests that specific environmental factors may be more
or less lmportant. Thus he notes that differences between
four year olds from the same institution regarding per-
formance on the "Draw-A-Person" teet, were likely accounted
for by the nurse assigned to the supervision of one gETOUP.
8he provided them with free access to paper, pencils and
other stimulating materials whereas the nurse assigned to
the group who scored lower did not. Harlow (1960) lends
support to Spitz's work and suggests that other variables
besldes warmth might be studied. BRowlby (1952, as cited
in MeCandless, 1961) reviewed the literature available in
the area of maternal deprivation end conecluded thet, before
the age of three, any severe maternal deprivation would
result in faulty personality development. Follow-up
research by Bowlby (1956,as cited in McCandless, 1$61)
failed to support this conelusion.

Sears, NMaccoby, and Levin's (1957) extensive investi-
gation of 379 American mothers supports the importance of
maternal warmth for the developing infant. They cited



findings thet maternal warmth was a eritical factor in
preventing emotional problems associated with feeding and
tollet training. Maternal coolnees was connected with,
among others, development of persistent bed wetting, high
aggregslon, slowness of conscience development, and
feeding problems. Sears et al, hypothesized that the
reason maternal warmth had such a wlde range affect was
that warm mothers spend more time with their children and
offer more rewards.

Greenberg and Hurley (1970) reported findings from
questionnalres, projective tests, and clinical interviews
which appeared rather consistent and suggested that
mothers of infants with atypical behavior (for example,
excesgive erying) for the most part were distant, apathetiec,
withdrawn, and impoverished. High degress of empathy and
closeness were not percelved in these mothers, Other
studies support the recent emphagis placed on maternal
influences as being critical in a child's development
(Becker, 1960; Hetherington & Frankie, 1970:; Peterson,
Becker, Hellmer, Shoemaker, & Quay, 1959; Peterson, Becker.
Shoemaker, Luria, & Hellmer, 1961; Siegelman, 1965).

What leads o mother to use one method of child-
rearing rather than another? Sears, Maccoby, and Levin
(1957) support the view that child-rearing bellefs and
practices are the preducts of the mother's own personality,

her values and attitudes that she has developed throughout



her own life., They also support the belilef that in sddition
Yo a mother's personality, culturally determined attitudes
Influence echild-rearing practices. An example of the above
is that mothers are more tolerant of aggression ln sons
than in daughtere, Jersild (1968) supports the notion

that when a mother goes to her child, she brings with her
all that she embodies ac & person., Her'attitudes and
personality determine the manner in which she administers
to her chlld. Jersild concludes that “"love is likely

to be most effective when a parent not only sccepts his
child but can also accept himself (p. 200)." Thus it

can be lnferred that a rejecting mother brings sadness and
misfortune into her child’'s 1ife but this rejection is
rooted in sadness and misfortune in her own life. Greenberyg
and Hurley (1971) report findings that substantiate this
view. They noted that mothers with infants who displayed
atyplcal behavior were themselves distant, apathetie,
withdrawn, aend were without the gqualities of empathy and
closeness. Caldwell (1964) states thet underlying parental
attitudes may influence not only the cholce of a specific
perental practice, but may also interfere with decieion
making when personal needs challenge the wisdom of the
cholce. Moss (1970), in e study in which he controlled

Tor the state of the infant, was able to demonstrate the
affecte of pre-parental attitudes on the mother's respon-

sglveness toward her infant.



This study was designed to inveatigate the signifioance
of mother warmth and infant mental development., It was
hypothesized that (1) the degree of mother warmth as
measured on the Barrett.lennard warmth subscale was sig-
nificantly related to the level of mental development of
her infant:; (2) 2 significant relationship existed between
the mother's perceived warmth of the maternal grandmother
and the mental development of the infant; (3) there was a
slgnificant relationship between the percelved warmth of
the maternsl grandmother and the measured warmth of the

mother,



CHAPTER II

METHOD

Subjects
The S8 consisted of 30 infants, 16 males and 14

females, from five months to thirty months of age. They were
elther participants in or evaluated for the "Infant Stimu-
lation Program® at the Child Study Center in Fort Worth,
_Texas, and were referred to the Child Study Center by
either private physiclans, public heaith nurses, or the
welfare department. The eriterion for referral to the
gtimulation program was simply an hypothegized “develop-
mental lag" by the referring person. No other criteria
for selection were noted or suggested. The infant sample
came from homes with a mean monthly income of $473.00.
Fourteen of the mothers were receiving some form of publlie
agssistance; five were from middle class socio-economic
status families,

Instruments

The three instruments employed in this study were the
Bayley Scales of Infant Development (Bayley, 1969), the
Roe-Slegelman Parent-Chlild Relations Questionnaire (Roe &
Siegelman, 1963) and the warmth scale adapted from the

Barrett-Lennard Helationship Inventory (Barrett-Lennard, 1969)



given to each mother by the social worker employed by the
Child Study Center.

The Bayley Scales of Infant Development (BSID) wes
degigned to measure the relative levels of mental, physical,
and sociasl development of infants. This study utilized
only the Mental Development Index (MDI). This instruments?
reliability has been established with the total score
reliablilities of the Scales for 108 eight-month~old infants
ranging from .79 to ,94 (Werner & Bayley, 1966). Bayley
(1969) conducted a correlational study between the MDI
snd the IQ obtained on the Btanford-Binet Inbelligeneé
Seale. Of the 350 children tested, only 120 aged 24, 27,
and 30 months achleved basal scores on the Stanford-Binet.
A correlation of .57 was reported between the MDI and the
Stanford-Binet IQ. Bayley reported that the value of the
BSID lies not In predicting = chlld's later abilitlies, but
in establishing his current developmental status in relation
to others hiz age., It is an execellent research instrument
becausge of 1ts thorough standerdization, high rellabllity
and its comprehensive coverage of infant behavier (Buros,
1972). The BSID was sdministered to all infants by a
psychologist as part of the evaluatlion procedure for the
*Infant Stimulation Program."

The Roe-Slegelman Parent-Child Helatlons Questicnnalre
(PCR) "was desligned to obtain a measure of the characteristic

behavior of parents towards thelr young children as
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experienced by the child (Roe & Siegelman, 1963)." This
questionnaire consists of &lx subscales measuring the
parental behavior characterized as Loving, Protecting,
Demanding, Rejection, Neglecting, and Casual. There were
also four subscales for Symbolic Love Punlshment, Symbolic
Love Reward, Direct Object Reward, and Direct Object Punish-
ﬁent. In addition to the ten scores provided for the ECR.
a derived score on & dimension of Loving-Rejection (L-R)
was obtalned, This score was comprised of the unwelghted
composite of the Loving minus the sum of Rejecting and
Neglecting scales. High scores on L-R were expected to
messure perceived maternal warmth (warm, loving, and affectlon-
ate) and low scores to measure percelved maeternal coolness
(cold, rejecting, end neglecting). The internal consistency
reliablilities together with means and standard deviations,
for the ten PCR scales for this sample of mothers ls reported
in Table 1.

Reliabilities on this instrument were reported by Roe
and Siegelman (1963, pp. 358-359) as ranging from .75 to
«87 for the 142 men in their sample. The PCR was administered
to all the mothers. The questions were read to the mothers
who followed the questlon on thelr own question sheet and
then answered them on a geparate answer sheet. The mothers
were instructed to answer each gquestion in reference to how
it desoeribed how her mother acted towarde her when she was

growing up, especlially before the age of twelve.
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TABLE 1

Means, Standard Deviations and Reliability
Estimates for Ten Parent-Child
Relations Subscales

Parent-child Standard

relations scale Mean deviation  Rellabllity

Protecting 48,83 B.74 .78
. Symbolie Love

Punishment 29.60 5.46 .66

Rejecting 35.93 9.97 .89

Casual 41,53 - 7.21 70

Symbolic Love

Reward 36.67 L,62 64

Demanding 50.63 8.87 82

Direction Object

Punishment 29,77 6.0k .70

Loving 56.63 9.17 .90

Neglecting 31.57 9.16 .85

Direct Object |

Heward 36 -60 5.98 o73

An adaptation of the Barrett-Lennard Relationship
Inventory (1969) (B-L) was used to measure maternal warmth
toward the infant. The B-L was desighed to provide measure-
ment scales for the response varlables of empathy, warnmth,
and gernuineness in any significant inter-personsal relation—
ship (Barrett-Lemnard, 1962). The sixteen items in the

1964 revision of the scale purporting to measure the
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response varisble of "warmth" were selected and sadepted for
the purpose of measuring maternal wermth toward the infant,
The adaptation consisted of introducing the term “her chila*
in place of the term "me." Thus item one was changed from
"She respects me ag a person" to read as follows: "She
respects her child as a pergon.” The sixteen items con-
gisted of eight positive statements and eight negatlive
statementa relating to communicated warmth. Each item was
rated on a six point scale ranging from "definitely true”

to "definitely not true." In scoring the positive items, the
gcale ranged from the "definitely true" (a plus 3) to “def-
initely not true” (a minus 3). Thus the positive items were
mnerically weighted from "definitely true" 3 2 1 «1 -2 -3 to
“definitely not true.* Thus negative items were keyed from
“definitely true® ~3 -2 =1 1 2 3 to "definitely not true."
Both keyed values for each question were then summed to
provide a total score. A constant of three was added to
each item to eliminate negative score values for purposes

of statistical computations. The item-total correlations,
together with the means and standard deviations, for the
sixteen items of the B-L for this sample of mothers ls
reported in Table 2. The ltems for the B-IL are in the
appendix. One-word descriptions of the content deseribed
in the sixteen items are ineluded in Table 2 for the assist-
ance of the reader. The B-L was admini#tered by a soclal

worker, employed by the Child Study Center. The scclal



TABLE 2

Means, Standard Deviations, and Reliability
Estimates for Warmth Subscale of Adopted

Berrett-Lennard Relationship Inventory

13

Correiation

Barrett- Standard
Lennard Means devietions with TTS#*
1. Respects 4,63 + 56 77
2. True liking L4.,73 .6l o 7
3. Impatient 4,43 .86 .84
4, Appreciative .77 63 W77
S. Uninterested 4.67 «99 «90
6. Indifferent 4,47 .86 +90
7. Careas for 4,90 .96 .87
8. Disapproves .90 76 .72
9. Just tolerates 4.33 1.06 77
10. Friendly & warm 4,50 1.20 73
11. Value relstionship | 5.00 .83 .5k
12, Not to like 4.60 .85 .71
13, Irritated& bothered| 5.03 62 67
14, Peels contempt for | 4.80 .85 .75
15. Truly interested 4,57 1,10 81
16. Deep affection £.10 .61 «79
‘ Standard —Total test
Means deviations rellability
Total 75.43 10.73 " .96

*totel test score cerrected for spuriousness.
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worker rated each mother on each item obtalning a measure
of mother warmth towards her infant.

Total scores for each of the three instruments were
obtained and a product moment correlation was computed
(1) between the MDI (BSID) and the L-R in order to determine
the relationship between the chlld's ¥MDI and the percelved
warmth of the maternal grandmother by the infant's mother;
(2) between the MDI (BSID) and the B-L in order to determine
the relationship between the child's MDI end the rated
warnth of the mother; (3) between the L-R and the B-L warmth
scale in order to determine the relationship between the
perceived warnth of the grandmother snd the observed warmth
of the mother herself., A two-talled test of % was used to
determine whether the correlations were significant. The
+05 level of gignificance was arbltrarily chosen asg the

statistical level for accepting %the research hypotheses,



CHAPTER III
RESULTS

None of the three hypotheses were supported by the
results. The hypothesis of a rslationship between the
MDI and B-IL was rejected (r = .12, p> .05), suggesting
the possibility thet the B-L scale may not have been a
gufficiently sensitive measure of maternal warmth,

The results relevant to the other two hypotheses are
reported in Table 3., The magnitude of the relationshlp
between B-l and L-R (r = .31, p)-.05,‘two-tailed teat)
guggests that improved meagureg of Bl and L-R might pro-
vide support for this hypothesis since the megnitude of the
relationship would confirm a one-talled hypotheslis. The
regtriction in range of the B-~L and L-R scales may have
mltigated against obtaining a larger relationship between
these variables., It should be noted that one of the PCR
scales, Neglecting, was significantly related to the B-L
measure of warmth in the expected direction (r = =.41,
P<.05),

Various subscales of the PCR indlcated signifilcant
relationships with the BSID. Symbolic lLove Reward and BESID
raw score and Developmental Age were significantly related

(r = -.43, pg.05), but not in the expected direction.

15



TABLE 3
Relationship of Parent Child Relations Inventor
Subscales with the Adapted ﬁarref Tennard

Belationshig Inventor Bay.Ley acale of
evelopment, HAw OCOre,

Wental Deve opment Index &
Developmental Age

Bayley Bayley Bayley

PCR B=1, raw gcore MDI developmental age
Protecting 12 - 130 10 -:25
Symbolic«Love e 3 _
Punishment W15 .10 < 38% ,16
Re jecting -2 -7 -e1l2 -e22
Casual =429 -416 -.06 -,11
Symbolic-Love
Demanding 0l 09 .16 10
Direct-Object
Punishment 08 - 36% -.15 -.31
LOVing 015 - oll" - 015 - 116
Nﬁglﬁcting *lul* "’aa’l* -‘.12 "lBh'
Direct-0Object
Heward - 23 b Jﬂ.* - ‘}.l b nb’l*
ioving~Re Ject-
ing-Neglecting «31 +20 15 .15
*p ¢ .05

Direct Object Punishment and the BSID raw score were slg-

nificantly related {r = =.36, p< .05}, as were Direct Object

Reward and the BSID raw score and Developmental Age
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(r = =41, p <.05). The Neglecting subscale and the BSID
raw score were significantly related (r = -41, p¢ 05), in

the expected directloen.
Table 4 1ists the means and standard deviations of the

BSID raw score, MDI, and developmental age of the child

study sample.

TABLE 4
Means and Standard Deviations on the Bayley
Scale of Infant Development Raw Score,
Wental Developmental Index and
Developmental Age of the
Child Study Ssmple

Standard
BSID Mean deviation
Raw Score | 110.7 31.0
Méntal Develop=-
mental Index 66.9 18.1
Developmental
Age (months) 15.0 6.7

The mesnsg and standard deviations of the PCR subscales
for the Child Study sample and the adult female sample
reported in Roe & Siégelmen {(1963) are presented in Table §
elong with the computed t scores.
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TABLE 5
Means and Stendard Deviatlons and t Scores
on the Parent Child Relations Inventor
Subscales for the ChLld Study Sample
and Adult Female Sample in
Roe~Slegelman Study

PCR Child study semple Adult female sample

S8tandard Standeard t scores
subscales Means 4 oyationg CADS deviations ~
Protecting 49 8 n? 42 8.8 3-38**
Symbolic
Love ‘

Punishment | 30 5.5 27 6.4 2.15%
Rejeoting 36 10.0 29 1.7 2,76%%
Casual L2 7.2 Ll 9.1 1.05
Symbolic
Love
Reward 37 h,6 34 7.8 2.08%
Demanding 51 8.9 42 8.1 ,23%%%
Direct
Object
Punlshment 30 6 0 23 8 53 L 21 %%
Loving 57 9.2 57 12.7
Negleoting | 32 9.2 27 8.3 2,39
Direct
Object
Reward 31 6.0 24 749 4, 33%%%
R ¢ 4001
#%

p¢ . 0L

P05



CHAPTER IV
DISCUSSION

It has been the purpose of this paper to investigate
the relationship between mental development in the infant
and two variables, mother warmth and grandmother warmth
as perceived by the mother herself, While research on these
relationshipe in infants has been for the moest part theo
retical (Moss, 1970), it was hypothesized that even at an
early age the warmth communicated by the mother to the
infant would be a oritical variable in mental development
of the infent,

An interpretation of the data (r = .12, p> .05) would
not appear to substantiate a relationship between mother
warmth as rated on the B-L and the MDI during the first
thirty months of life. This was also the case between the
variables MDI and the percelved warmth of the maternal
grandmother on the L-R as the data in Table 3 suggests
(r = «15, p> «05)., Several factors can be suggested as
gsontributing to these results which fail to confirm research
eited earlier in Chapter I (Becker, 1960; Greenberg and Hurley,
1970; Sears, Maccoby, and Levin, 1957; Siegelman, 1965; Spitz,
1960). The B-L scale as revised for the purpose of this

study, did not appear to be a sensitive instrument for the

19
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measurement of maternal warmth. There was very little

- varlability smong the ratings of mother warmth. Examination
of the response date on the B-L compiled for this sample,
tends to confirm a rater bias towards girls. Mothers of girls
were consistently rated as warmer then mothers of boys. This
might have been controlled with the use of multiple raters,
but due to extenuating circumstances, only one rater was
utilized.

A possible reason for the lack of significant relation-
ghips between the MDI and the B-L and the L-R could be the
large age range that existed between the Ss. The mean BSID
raw score of the present sample (X = 110, for ¥ sge of 21
months) is over three standerd deviations below the mean
reported by Bayley, and the observed MDI was two standard
deviations below the mean MDI score reported by Bayley (1969,
Ps. 20). This is a significant developmental lag when com-
pared with the standardization sample reported in Bayley
(1969). The mothers of the Child Study sample viewed their
mothers as significantly more rejecting, demanding, and
negleocting than the adult female sample reported by Roe &
Siegelman (1963). Thig factor may have contributed to the
low developmental age reported for the Child Study sample
which would also lend support to the notion that child
rearing pra¢tices are handed from mother to daughter.

0f all the PCR subscales, there was only one that
indicated a signlficant relationship (r = .38, p<¢ .05)
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between the MDI and perceived grandmother warmth was the
Symbolle Love Punighment. It appears that as the MDI
inereases, so does the mother's perception of her mother
using Symbolic Love Punishment in her rearing of the
Infant's mother, ‘

Purther investigation of Table 3 denotes significant
inverse relationghips between Symbolic Love Reward, BSID
raw score and developmental age (r = ~.41, p< .05). This
suggests that as an infant's raw score or developmental
age lncreases, the mother's perception of her mother's use
of symbol~love rewards in child-rearing decresses. Another
gignificent inverse relationship existed between the
Neglecting subscale and the BSID raw score (r = =.41, p¢ .05)
which indicates that the more neglecting the infant's mother
views her mother, the lower the raw score achleved by the
infant on the BSID. This could lend support to the notion
that chlld rearing practices are passed from mother to
daughter,

The correlation between the B-L and the L-R (r = .31,
P> +05) does not support the existence of a strong relation-
shlp between rated mother warmth and the perceived wermth of
the maternal grandmother. This coupled with the significant
relationship between the Neglecting subscale and the B-L
(r = 41, p<.05) suggests that mothers transmit thelr

child-rearing practioces to their daughters.
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Examination of Table 5 reveals that eight of the ten
computed t scores between the Child Study sample and the
adult female sample reported by Roe & Slegelman (1963) were
significant in the undesirable direction. This supports
findings thaet mothers of lower soclioeconomic status tend
to be more controlling and punitive while mothers of higher
socloeconomic status tend to be more warm, understanding,
and accepting (Bayley & Schaeffer, 1960; Sears, Maccoby,

& Levin, 1957; White, 1957). As noted earlier, the mothers
in the present study were of lower soclioeconomle status,

Apparent biasing effects in the present study have
been homogenelty of both the parent sample as regards
socloeconomic stratification end the infant population as
regards their MDI scores., In addition, the diverse age
range of the Infents may have in part, contribﬁted to the
large variabllity present in the BSID scores. These
potentially blasing affects on the data are limltations
which would need to be eontrolled for in further research
of this nature. However, it was felt that a number of
gignificant relationships existed between the BSID and the
subscales of the PCR to provlide trends regarding the trans-
mitting of child-rearing practices from mother to daughter

especially in regards to the use of reward and punishment.
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MOTHER~CHILD RELATIONSHIP INVENTORY

(ADOPTED FROM BARRETT-LEONARD RELATIONSHIP INVENTORY)

DIRECTIONS: Listed below are statements that describe how a
' Mother can feel and behave in relation te her
child.
Answer each statement with reference to how the
Mother seems to typically respond to her child.,
Please merk each statement in the gpace provided
according to the following snswera:
6. Definitely true
2. True
« HMore true than untrue
3. More untrue than true
2. Not true '
1. Definlitely not true
Hark every statement. Do not gkip any.
NAME OF MOTHER:
l. BShe respects her child as a person.
2. She displays a true liking for her child,
3. 8he is impatient with her child,
4, Bhe seems to appreciate her child's existence.
5+ 8he reacts to her child in an uninterested manner,
6. Bhe is indifferent towards her child,
- 7+ 8he caresg for her child.
8. She appears to disapprove of her child.
' 9. She Just tolerates her child.
10, She is friendly and warm with her child.
11. She seems to value her relationship with her child.
i12. She appears not to like her child.
13, 8She seems irritated snd bothered with her child.
1%, At times she feels contempt for her child.
15, She 1s truly interested in her child.
16, 8he feels deep affection for her child.
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RELATIONSHIP INVENTORY SCORING SHEEY

NAME OF MOTHER:

POSITIVE WARMTH ITEMS SCORE
1
2
b
7
10
11
15
16
SUBTOTAL  SCORE
NEGATIVE WARMTH ITEMS SCORE
3

5
6
8
9

12
13
14
SUBTOTAL SCORE
TOTAL SCORE
Positive items "definitely true" 3 2 1 -1 «2 ~3 "definite
not true.”

Negative ltems "definitely true" -3 -2 -1 1 2 3 "definite
not true,"
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