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The purpose of this thesis was to determine if the Value Systems
(Tribalistic, Egocentric, Absolutistic, Achievist, Sociocentric, and
Individualistic) based on the "Levels of Psychological Existence"
developed by Clare W. Graves, could be applied to analysis of a role in
a play script.

Characters in four scripts were analyzed: The Rainmaker, by N.

Richard Nash; The Lark, by Jean Anouilh, adapted by Lillian Hellman;
Fiddier on the Roof, book by Joseph Stein, music by Jerry Bock, lyrics

by Sheldon Harnick; and The Taming of the Shrew, by Shakespeare.

The results showed that the system could be applied practically

and effectively,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Each human being is unique; each person reacts and
interacts according to his own emotional, mental, and
psychological makeup; each individual creates a personality
belonging to no one else. An actor has the responsibility
to create on stage a uniqgue character in each role under-
taken.

The actor creates the whole length of a human soul's

life on stage everytime he creates a part. This human

soul must be visible in all aspects, physical, mental
and emotional. DBesides, it must be unigue. It nmust
be the soul. The same soul the author thought of, the
one the director explained to you, the one you brought
to the surface from the depths of your being, No

other but that ocne (1, p. 77).

Bach actor creates the soul of each role according to his
individual style.

When approaching a role, the actor brings to the
development of the character past experiences and individual
techniques and methods of achieving characterization. It
is the director who guides the actor in this quest for
characterization. The methods utilized by actor and direc-
tor may be any one or a combination of several methods: the

technical method, Stanislavski's "The Method, " the Actor's

Studio system, or the eclectic approach.



A director must analyze each script of the theatrical
season before he holds auditions. “The dramatist has
written the play for a specific purpose and he has given the
characters some pattern of behavior" (3, p. 115). First,
the director does an in-depth study of the script to dis-
cover its thesis. He then determines systematically what
each line means to and about each character. Although he
must have a definite idea of the character's growth, this
direction might change during the rehearsal period. Finally,
the director divides the play into units of action or beats,
ss seen in the Stanislavski method (3, p. 115}.

In order for the actor to translate the director's
interpretation, he must make use of his inner resources.
What the actor has experienced, the accumulation of all that
he has done, seen, thought, or imagined, can be termed
inner resources. The actor is limited by what he undexr-
stands about life, and by his experiences or lack of them.
The voice and the body are the instruments by which the
actor physically utilizes his inner resources to portray the
action of the role.

Although his own life experiences are important, they
are not the only way an actor develops a role. He also
vicariously derives characterization from a variety of
sources. One major source is the observation of those
around him, their reactions to life, and the observation of

other actors, their performance on the stage. Another



source includes all reading experiences, such as fiction,
non-fiction, drama, and technical writing. In addition, the
actor must pursue a knowledge of the events, the art, the
music, and the literature of the period of the play which he
is studying. Furthermore, an actor can draw upon any method
in order to deepen and stretch the imagination.

Both the director and the actor work within short time
spans, producing a play script in two weeks in professional
regional theatres or six weeks in educational and community
theatres. Since the traditional method of character develop-
ment is time-consuming, perhaps a more effective method
utilizing the Value Systems Analysis (see Appendix) could
be developed, freeing the director to polish the production
to a higher degree of perfection and freeing the actor to
create a more truthful characterization.

In this study, the emphasis will be on gaining an
understanding of a character's behavior in terms of the
Value Systems Analysis.

In the course of a play a principal character does not

change as a character, but his attitudes toward the

environmental world of the play change under pressures

from forces outside his control--~the other characters
who serve as instruments to his change (2, p. 25).

Statement of Problem
FPailure of communication between actor and director can
cause a tremendous waste of time and energy. The director

and the actor must communicate gquickly and correctly,



permitting the play to develop to its full potential.
Through the use of the Value Systems Analysis the director
can increase his awareness of characterization and his per-
ception of his actor's personalities. The individual modes
of adjustment of both the director and the actor will deter-
mine their ability to use the Value Systems Analysis.

An actor's stating that he does not understand what the
director wants in a scene is not unusual. He, the actor, is
attempting to portray the role with expertise, but the ap-
proach the director is attempting is beyond his scope of
understanding. Communication between actor and director is
interrupted, and time is wasted. Communication between
actor and director and between actor and fellow actor is a
major factor in the success or failure of a play's communica-
tion to an audience.

A more successful prediction that the actor will be
capable of understanding the Value Systems of the character
whom he is interested in portraying is made possible by the
director who can determine the levels of existence possessed
by the auditioning actor. A director occasionally casts a
person who reads beautifully in auditions and discovers in
rehearsals that the actor is incapable of understanding the
psychology of that character. At the risk of losing spon-
taneity, the actor can portray the character by mimicking

the line reading, movement, and gestures of the director.



Value levels tend to cluster in most pecple, with one
level being predominant. A person, or character, will be
able to progress or regress from one level to another de-
pending upon his reaction to the situation in which he is
placed. The playwright, through behavioral patterns, gives
his characters value clusters. In this study behavior of a
character, as suggested by value statements in the dialogue
of the play, will be analyzed, not value systems of actors
or directors. An actor skilled in recognizing value clus-
ters owns a more complete basis for building a believable
character. Once the clusteré are established, details of
characterization can then become the area of concentration,
giving the role a unique rather than a stereotyped quality.
Definitions of these levels of existence are discussed in

Chapter II.

Statement of Purpose

For the purpose of this study the Value Systems Analysis,
as developed by Clare W. Graves of Union College, Schenectady,
New York, and adapted by Don'E. Beck with the National Center
for Values Research, Denton, Texas, will be applied to the
analyzation of major characters in specific plays. In this
study investigation will involve three questions: is the
system applicable to diverse‘Styles of plays; is it a prac-
tical means of character analysis; and would it benefit

director, actor, and audience?



Characterization is a growth process which, unfortunate-~
ly, is often not completed until after the production has
closed. Both the actor and the director must underétand the
characters in the play, the director in order to lead his
actors in a predetermined or evolving direction and the
actor in order to bring his role to life and to react honest-
ly to and with other players. If a new system can be applied
to theatre that will aid in a more complete, believable

production, then director, actor, and audience will benefit.

Statement of Procedure

This study will utilize four scripts and their major
characters. A value cluster will be established for each of
the characters selected for study, and selected lines will
be charted according to the Value Systems Analysis in order
that clusters can readily be seen.

The four scripts to be evaluated will be of distinctly
different styles. The first will be a realistic modern

script, The Rainmaker, by N. Richard Nash:; the second, a

historical script done in presentational style, The Lark,
by Jean Anouilh, adapted by Liilian Hellman; the third, a

musical, Fiddler on the Roof, book by Joseph Stein, music by

Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick: and the fourth, a

classic, The Taming of the shrew, by William Shakespeare.

Character analysis will be developed for Lizzie, Star-

buck, H. C., Noah, and Jimmy in The Rainmaker; Joan, Charles,




Warwick, and Cauchon in The Lark; Tevye, Golde, Tzeitel,

Hodel, and Perchik in Fiddler on the Roof; and Katharina

and Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew.
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CHAPTER II
BASIS FOR VALUE SYSTEMS THEORY

Over twenty years ago research began on what was then
termed as "The Levels of Human Existence" by Graves (3,

p. 85). The purpose of Graves' pursuit was to develop a new
concept of human behavior and to adapt the concept for use
in management, leadership, law enforcement, education, and
many other fields. This study will apply this concept as a
humanistic approach to characterization of a role in a play.

Different people have different modes of adjustments,
or levels of values. The purpose of Value Systems Analysis
is not necessarily to change people's values but may be
useful to alter their behaviors so they can deal with values
different from their own. 1In play scripts, characters must
react and interact with other characters whose values or
modes of adjustments may or may not be different from their
own. These interactions within the play must evolve to a
legitimate or acceptable conélusion.

Graves' theory states that man is an open system, able
to move from one existence tb another through a hierarchy of
ordered systems. Much of Graves' work is an extension of
many of Abraham H. Maslow's views of the physiological and

psychological needs of man.
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According to Graves' research, human modes of adjust-
ments are a combination of their values, attitudes, and
behaviors. His theory is based on the following three~-part
premise that

1. Man's nature is not fixed; there is no set of human

values by which he should live, but it is an open,

moving system and not a closed one.

2. Man moves from one level or system to another by
sporadic movements.

3. Man's values change as the situation changes, with
each mode of adjustment being a state people pass
through on the way to a new mode of existence (3,
p. 72).
As a person moves from one state to another, the old system
is subordinated to the hew mode of adjustment. "When a
person is centralized in one state of existence, he has a
total psychology which is particular to that state" (3,
P. 72). 1In other words, when a character in a play or a
person (actor) expresses a particular mode of adjustment, or
level of existence, he will have the appropriate feelings,
motivations, and ideas on poiitics, health care, educational
needs, belief systems, and concepts of economic theory and
practice that are pPeculiar to that state.

Man will move through modes of adjustments up the psy-
chological levels of the Value Systems as he becomes aware
of life's problems and seeks to solve them. It is not
hecessarily true that all men or characters in a play would
pProgress from level to level. It is quite possible for a

man to stabilize and live his entire life at one level or a
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combination of levels within the system, Graves states,

In some cases, a person may not be genetically or

constitutionally equipped to change in the normal

upward direction when the conditions of his existence
change. 1Instead, he may stabilize and live out his
life at any one level or a combination of levels in

the hierarchy. Again, he may show the behavior of a

level in a predominantly positive or negative manner,

or he may, under the circumstances regress to a

behavior system lower in the hierarchy. Thus, an adult

lives in a potentially open system of needs, values

and aspirations, but he often settles into what appears

to be a closed system (3, p. 72),

In summary, a person or a character in a play will have
the potential for an open system of values or modes of ad-
justments. The behavior of that person or character is
influenced by the set of value clusters or levels in which

he exists.

The Value Levels

Graves ' theory of psychological existence has been
further developed by Scott and Susan Meyers, Charles Hughes,
Vincent Flowers, Linda Ann Davis, Dbon Edward Beck, et. al, {5,
p. 13}). They have described it in terms of management,
education, public safety, society, and communication. In
each case each level or mode of adjustment is an acceptable
level of behavior, one not being better than another, but
allowing for differences. Thesge differences are what make
each person unigue.

An individual's values and attitudes are in direct

relationship to how that person behaves or is capable of

perceiving behavior. If a director's Value System allows
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for an understanding of his actors' Value Systems, then he
is able to effectively use their talents to achieve a be-
lievable production. The actor whose Value System is higher
in the psychological levels of existence will maintain a
greater facility for playing a larger variety of roles.

The modes of adjustment must be thought of as open
systems allowing behavior to move from one level to another,
either progressing or regressing within the seven levels of
psychological existence discussed in this study. The Na-
tional Center for Values Research and Beck have defined
seven levels of existence. (See Appendix A.) The terms
and definitions are simplified for convenience of descrip-
tion.

Level 1, Reactive--~The functions of a man at this level

of existence respond to basic needs such as hunger, pain,
cold, warmth, and sleep. At the lowest level of existence,
the reactive is only concerned with survival. Examples of
this state are the embryonic stage, a baby; the structual in
which the brain cells are under-developed, as in the profound-
ly retarded or severe stroke victims; the situational reac-
tive, caused by disappointments in life; the regressive or
senile elderly person. This level can be a temporary or a
permanent state.

Level 2, Tribalistic-~Man at this level responds to and

seeks safety and security. He is highly dependent on chief-

tains, clans, rituals, superstition, and those in power.
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His reliance on chieftains can be to one chief, many chiefs,
or to a clan or tribe. At the lowest level of this existence
man is vulnerable to restricting taboos and rituals. He is
naive and a captive of the chieftain. At the other extreme,
man derives his inspiration from a heroic figure and gets
strength and security from a caring chief, exemplified in
family ties. Man needs to find some way to explain the
unexplainable and depends on the mystical forces inherent

in life.

Level 3, Egocentric--At this level, man is self-centered

and assertive. His aggressiveness takes many forms in rebell-
ing against authority figures, rules, regulations, mores,

and standards. He can be submissive, embittered, rebellious,
unruly, fiesty, risk-taking, flamboyant, colorful, competi-
tive, and can fight just for the fun of fighting. Often he

is brash, abrasive, and may appear to be "paranoid,*® feeling
that the world is hogtile and alien. At the positive end of
this level, he is willing to break from tradition and is
energetic and innovative.

Level 4, Absolutistic--The Level Four mode of adjustment

must find structure, a directive design or master play, secu-
rity and order. The Absolutistic man is strongly committed to
what he considers to be right or wrong and adheres to rigidly
assigned roles. He will obey the rules, is neat, tidy, on
time, a true believer in religious causes and strongly be-

lieves that the wrong doer should be punished by law. He.
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tends to impose his system on others and places a premium
on sacrifice, discipline, and adherence to the established
norms of society.

Level 5, Achievist--Man at this level may appear un-

principled, for he is achievement oriented, self-serving and
aggressive--but within the constraints of society. Life is

a game, and he enjoys wheeling and dealing, competing and
demonstrating his ability to get ahead in life and to attain
his goals. He can be constructive in his ambition, energetic
or conniving, as well as swindling and purely selfish in his
motives.

Level 6, Sociocentric--At this level of existence, man

is accepting. He is people oriented, self-protective, and
interested in self-discovery. He values human dignity, the
unigue gquality of each person and the worth of people as a
whole. The emphasis is on feeling and happiness, but an
unbalanced idealism can formulate. Level Six is the helping
level in which the individual spends his time and energy
working in behalf of a social cause. Here, too, man opposes
the manipulative use of people as well as rigid conformity.

Level 7, Individualistic--Man at this level is a personal

activist who lives within society's constraints while enjoying
his maximum individual freedom. An Individualist will be
inner-directed and self-motivating. He is willing to accept
differences in peoples' values. While tolerant of most be-

havior,he also expects high levels of performance and will
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respond to reasons, not to rules. Management through compe-
tence and not status or power is found in this level. He
may drop out of society to pursue individualistic interest
and alternative life-styles. He also may have a selfish
avoidance of the problems of the real world.

If an actor's mode of adjustment is basically Tribalis-
tic, {a Two level), then that actor would have difficulty
understanding the psychological makeup of an Achievist (a
Five level); but the reverse is not true. The Achievist
would be able to portray a role that expresses the behavior
of a Tribalistic level of existence. If the director's mode
of adijustment was that of an Achievist, he would be able to
communicate within the level of existence of the Tribalistic,
the Egocentric, the Absolutistic, and his own level. Since
he is capable of "wheeling and dealing," the Achievist could
communicate with a Sociocentric or an Individualistic. The
Achievist would be able to manipulate the actor into the
behavior pattern he desires for the character and the play.
A director working from a high-level Individualistic mode of
adjustment would be flexible, allowing the actor who needs
freedom to create a role to work in this manner. The Indi-
vidualistic director will also be able to give the specific
direction needed by the Tribalistic or the Absolutistic
actor.

The following chapters will concern the application of

the Value Systems Analysis to selected characters from
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specific plays. By analyzing behavior of the characters
through value statements found in the dialogue and by
interpreting information given by the authors about the
characters, a mode of adjustment or a cluster of values will
be assigned to each character. A character may maintain one
level of existence throughout the entire play script. Move-
ment from one level of existence to another, either remaining
at the new level or returning to a previous mode of adjust-
ment is also a possibility. This chapter has briefly ex-
plained the theory and the terms to be used. For the
simplification of the thesis, numbers will be used to

designate the level of existence expressed by dialogue.
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CHAPTER III

THE RAINMAKER

The Rainmaker, by N. Richard Nash is a romantic comedy

set in-the drought-ridden West. The prevailing theme, drought,
brings desperation, no promise of remedy, poverty, and a
loss of substance. With the drought comes the desperate
need for hope, however small or ridiculous it might seem.

The plot concerns a girl, Lizzie Curry, whose father,
H. C., and two brothers, Noah and Jim, are overly concerned
with her becoming an old maid. Lizzie is plain to look at,
and Noah and Jim scheme unsuccessfully to marry her off. As
if on a gust of wind, a stranger, Bill Starbuck, appears
with grandiose ideas and the promise to make it rain--all
for $100. The idea is ridiculous, but Starbuck is so re-
freshing that the family finally agrees to allow him to try
to work his miracles. Then begins the banging of bass drums,
the painting of whitewash arrows on the ground, the tying of
a mule's hind legs, and the magic of the rainmaker, Star-
buck convinces Lizzie that she has a.very real beauty of her
own. She believes, just as her father believes that rain
will come. Rain does come and so does love, for this is a

family bursting with love.

18
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The characters to be explored in this chapter are H. C.
Curry, father; Noah Curry, older brother; Jim Curry, younger
brother; Lizzie Curry, daughter; and Bill Starbuck, rain-maker.
Strong value statements are expressed in the dialogue of The
Rainmaker.

By analyzing the value statements in the dialogue of
H. C. Curry a Six~-Seven-Two cluster emerges. H. C. is heavi-
ly Tribalistic in his concern for his family, as seen in
Figure 1. He is strongly Individualistic, the only character
in the play with a solid Seven, which is revealed in his lines
by his flexibility and his acceptance of others' ideas and
behaviors. His Sociocentric quality is displayed by his con-
cern for the well being of the people involved in his life,

Noah Curry's Three and Four combination hinders him
from understanding anything but what is written in black and
white on paper. He has control of the family until Starbuck
enters, and suddenly his world is beyond his comprehension.
Noah's dialogue expresses a strong authoritarian behavioral
pattern plus a need for family affiliation, giving him the
Four-Two-Three cluster as revealed in Figure 2.

The most enthusiastic member of the Curry family, Jim,
reflects levels Two and Four modes of adjustments. The
possibility of a Seven developing in Jim also exists. Jim's
Seven is subordinated by Noah's Four. Jim needs a chieftain
and Noah is adamant about being the head of the household

and making all decisions. If any member of the family has



20

TASMBUUTRY 9UL WoIF AXInD *D "H FO SISATeUy antea--T1 “bTa

I0 p®lesyd> ,ur3lieb IO 3INY ,Uur3ldh Jo awsJg INOYFTM——BDURYD
SToUm SY3~-WTIY UC 9dueyn e 3xejz e330b I *3eYl op 13,ued
I TToM <dUyny ‘AemyTey elTaF STyl yatm BuoTe ob ueswm nox

;Te2p B noAk

306 nol ‘mongaels -+ * ;e@sioy B Adq pesy 8Uy3x UT pPoOMNOTY
sem 9y Aep 38Ul [TIUN S3NUTW BUO0 poybnoos rsasu Aoq plo sua
‘1FST uRW uood jeyl IsaFe ° - * buryz Auuny e 3ng sUDlem
poieTd-p1ob e pue saxe[iop XAFTI I10F uRw aTec 9yl ool

pue HuoTe SWOD UBW UOD B pue JIRIT B Aep SUO usSyy -pozasym
Y TTT3IS pue paybnoo oYy TITIS pue Xo3100p AIisas 03 JUusm |y
‘ewylse 9y3 pel IY PUR--IDUC BTTSF PTO UR MBUN T ‘BTZZTT

;Teep JInol aye3 3,upfnom T Aes 3,upTp T anqg
—-UBeW UoD B pue JeTT B SI,n0x - ° * ;93nUIW B 3TEM ° ¢ °
juew uod ' pue IJeTT e--3ybia [Te ST oY 3eym s,3eyq} ‘sox

TS3ATYS URYY
 UTpUSW SI0W 30T B posu nok aw 03 swesg °* * * 003 poob
swos noA suop ejlybTw SYs puy *ITZZTT nodge (JUTHTEL SIoM

°M  “3ybTI s,3RYl ‘poob awos noi suop ejybtw 31 -~I1=2ddns
03 SWOD 03 NoA INY FO 3, UpTnOm 3T “yesx -3ybTI Iyl
3SOT nok mouy noA--sT Butyz ATuo 3yBTX TTe S,3eUl o

‘yeoN

‘Ieyl sUop JO 3,UPTNOYS NOX ° * * cWdY]l POITI NOA UBSW NOX
;surex

3T ‘suTex 3T usym ¢,utaunod dois nok 13,u, Aum tAgpusTeDd
Umep 3Byl pue nox--3eyl op 3, uplnom nok UYstm I ‘YyrON

*aInang

JURYSTP 9Uy3l so8s oy
pue ‘sstm ‘sburTes]
S,I9Y30 03 SATITSUSDS
'ATTwes 3noge poauxso
~UoD ’‘aT3usb ‘sasyjo
JO 93EBISpPTSUOD

ST ®H *sI®Y3O0 O3uT
IUBTSUT sey pue wry
Ut we2JIp © sey "D *H

Juswelels SnTeA

snTeA

ATeausumuon




21

bsnur3juop—-T *HBT4

THONGIR]S ‘3Inoc T MIOM TT,9H °D *H
;d1ay Fo 30T ® 29 jybtw nok woxy piom e ‘5 "H :ongxels

rdTym

e Y3iTs nok A93F® INO SWoD T,I JILoOMS I~--9FTT s,9TZ2TT

Jo swTl 3883ybraq Syl I5A0 MOPRYS MIEP 2T3IATT =2uo znd nok
FT--a3y3sbol saey Asyy swil oyl ueIIOYS pue @15yl 3no ob
nok JT puy ;eoeFy I9Y ,UTUINO} puey STY pue asTnb |, uryTes
uew e y3Tm——-d3nUuTWw suo ATuo s,3T IT usag ;,UTylouos

SABY 031 j0b sy STzzLT |,UTylsuos 2ARY B330L §,92Ys ‘TTISM

3EeYS

SABY ISA9 3, UOM BUS PTes nolk usym 1ybTi aIam nok sgiew
ing--sans ‘paTiiew 396 03 [ITH B 30z poob 5,3 [POGH

S, 3eUm 995 3,ued nok 3ybII s,3BYm JOo TINF os oI,nok ‘yeoN

"ST3I3RDO ueyl z9338(q

330 Aed o7dodd--oATT WO, 38T NoA IFT *yYeON 'butyl poch e
3no punoy I uy -ATtwey Am Aofus 03 punoxe psuxiny T puvy
"SPTY 991yl nok JO JUNODDER UO~--3DTAPE JSY 007 T poTp ays
I933e ‘TI9M , "yleaxq anok ypsieo pue dojzs—-Axxeyg ‘dn 397,
:Aes 071 pesn Ioyjow JINOX "ok o311 3snl--esuojspurab

5yl o3 pessaad asou Aw pey I ‘sbe Inok sem T usym ‘yeoN

ches nok prp '‘moxxe
SATUM ¥ "Bw 9ye3l 1,8y se Iey sy--3e paybneT ,urazsh

Jjuswalels anyeA

entTeA

Azejusumo)d




22

sIoEmuTeYy OYL WOoXF AXInD YeON JO STsATRUY onTea--—-z “HBTJA

--3JeWis 0S 81I,N0A HUTY] NOA JT-—-20TAPE OU nok 2aATH 03 »uw
Juem 3,uop noA IT ‘TI9M ,SUOISTATP HUOT Op I Op MOH ¢Sader
~2oys Aw ST3 I Op MOH, [O©FTT Inok e sw x93Fe ,urbbeg
i3,u0p I TISM ¢NOA JOF 3NO [ UTHOOT STT I UTY} Nox

;ouoTe

9I,N0A ‘PIM--dUOTE NOA 35T 073 aw juem nok II [3IUYBTI TIY

s I9Y Azaew

03 2arY noA pue pariboy nok job s,9ys uocos A3zsad ‘Aum
——nOA STT PTY qUOR ¥ £2eUyl S¥TT TITP & UY3ITM 03UT FTasxnok
396 ued nok orgnoxl aeuym mouy nok og * * * rpsuaddey

JO pThom JeyUMm Smouy Tr2y ‘buore swoed 3, upry T IT = ° °
Tyaesp 01 poSITq P,dYs uUsS1Fo eyl Ind 30H ayYs IT :YRON

T ISHUTT InD ' I0F 9pIxXoasad osn T gleYl S, 3IRyYM WL
iyjuow Ax9as sopixoxad Jo jutd B sAng pue 2103sS

9yl ojuTr soweD SYs sAes Aqusg TTH (8w IS 3,Uuod :YBON
(POYDERSTq 3,uTe 3T TWILl

——-2pucTq-yoBa[q ©OS ST ITRY JI9Y pUyY ;IRD X8SSH ISPUTTLAD
SATFI MOU pueRag B UuT dn ,UTATIP SOWOD 3YS [SI92Y3 Ssem
esTe Apogou jybnoyl ep,nNojz—-—-ZS20Uep aYl Je 9Us sBM :YBON
L9duep Syl jJe 9Tyooug sem—-yo **D *H

TOTOoOoUS peweu TITHL ureliso ¥  :1YeoN

ZUBON ‘®Tdnoxi FO PUIY 3eym ::°3 °H

SMOU 3T JNOge HIel 03 24aRY 8M od WIL

*aTqnoixy Jo

Inyaey e ojul J[9SINCA 306 epinoo noi--1ybtu 3seT :yeoN

‘wo, 8ARY UBD NOA--sioodq SY3l S,2I9H “3IT O3 SWOITIM @X,N0A
‘ utdseyiooq oYyl ISA0 93] 03 Juem nolk Jr--dog ‘usayst

/v

€/7

‘ueTIR3TIOUINE pPUR
‘pojeuoturdo ATpTbra
‘snoel3ybri~-FTos ST
8 “sSeInNI 2Y3 UuMmOp
s1os8 pue ATiue3ls
~UoD IDTAPe soaATb
‘UMOp WTL s3no ‘UoTy
~eurbewt s3oe] YeoN

Juswalels SNIeA

anteA

Axequsumon




23

penutlued--z °b1g

"Aem JI9U30 oOu S,8I9YL : UeON

‘youel 2yl unx nok

Aem oy3 AJTWe 9y3 uni 03 ,UTAI} 2x,nclk osneoeg :°0 "H
reAgm——AyM  ;sjuTeTdwiod pue SYOOT DRI 3ng

JUTUYION ¢73T I0F 39D I op jeym puy ;IsYyjoue I93lJe ssou
~USTTOOF SUO U0 3IedY S3T ,Urye2aq woaxJ 3T deey o3 ,urtiiy
w,I §,uTob ATTwey sTyYl desd3y 03 ,uThI} w,I OTTUM e

UT 9D0UO0 JFTPaID STIITT & aw 2aTH nok 3,uop Aym usyl :yeoN
*poob Teax

op nol sHUTYL BWOS $,9X9YL YRON ©5 3,UTe 3eylL :°'D °*H
--sbutyl op I Aem 2yl SYIT

3,Uo0p noA IT puy ;Iiayzsbol dn paTiy yaoq I, AUl YeoN
“youex

Y3 ATuo--yeoN ‘ATTHEI 8yl UNI OF SARY 3,U0p NOx :°D *H
73T uUnI o3 3juem 3,uocp I ;spuey Am jJo ATTWweTs

STU3} a¥e] Apogswos--3des 9324 104 [3,UPTP I ON :YeoN

[quinp op a4 3, Uop ‘SITIW FO DA0T oYy3 Jod (ute oL)

i3, Uop em “TTISM

[9OUSPTFUOD SAeY 3,UPTP @2M ;SN U0 3T sweTdq euuch ax,nok
‘utex bBUTIq 3, ucp nok FI ;@8 I YO * - - ;Aeme umoIyl
~—SIRTTOP PpSIpuUNY aup ;3ooq Aw UT UMOp eyl ,UTITIM W, T
JWTY NUeU3-—-SW HUeyl 3,uod * * ° [£SM0oOoq Syl UT 3T 93TIm
I Op mOH sMong poipuny e Aeme moryl euuchb 3,ute nolk ‘dod
* ° ° ;spuey Auw ysem I Ing ;pesye Jybti ob noA ‘uostod
Uztsm dn pextw 38b ejuem nok IT ;93NUTW e JTem Aes 3, uodq

“3ut
pPeI uT--s3)oCq SY3} UT 3T S3TIM ued nok ‘yeony ° * * :19TzZzTT

/v

Juswole3ls onfyea

SN A

Axeausuwo)d




24

psnurjuoDp—-z ~“bT4g

‘3aeay anodA  uryesaq dois TT,nok Isuocos oyl

‘3T S0BF NOA IBUCOS dY} puU¥ ;Prewl PO U oS¢ BUUGH BI, AOA
*noA Axiew pue swIe sTY uT dn nok yojeus euuoch s, Apoq

~ON "SsJ0Y 93TUm e uo 313y dn ,ulpTd swoed ruuob s, Apoq
-ON °"PTes I 3eym 3node Utyl I23399 nolk ‘orzzrTI * ° °
juteTd 8x,nox ;yanil sy3z nok (1931 03 ybnous nok SPAQCT
IeU3 SI9Y punoie suoc ATUO 2YIF W, I 9w 03 USISIT I23139q
noA ng - * - ;weyz soey xoy drsy e3zjob nok pue-—-saoex
2U3 spey 23306 s,9yg * - * ;31T F0I @doy o3 3ybII ou 30b
g,8Us pue--I9y I0I wesxp Asox e dn BUTPTTh uda3q Nox - * ° z/ v

JuLWel R3S anTeA snTeA Axejusmon




25

the possibility of becoming a Seven, Jim is the one, al-
though he may not have the brain cell capacity to understand
and move up the levels of existence. Jim's value cluster

is plotted in Figure 3.

Lizzie Curry and Bill Starbuck are analyzed in one
unit, seen in Figure 4. Their scenes together express in
detail the value systems from which they react. The inter-
action of Starbuck and Lizzie to and with each other is an
important illustration of conflicting value systems and a
person's movement from one system to another as the situa-
tion changes. Lizzie moves from a Four-Two cluster toward
a Seven and returns to her original system at the conclusion
of the play. With Starbuck's help, Lizzie begins to know
and to accept herself. Her regression to the Four-Two is
caused by her accepting File's proposal rather than Star-
buck's. she is comfortable in the Four-Two position,

Starbuck has come from a Three position, has the pos-
sibility of moving into a Seven, but his Five is much too
strong for him to ever become an authentic Seven. He enjoys
the games he plays, believes in the con artist he is and
loves to play the angles of a situation.

The figures are constructed with value numbers assigned
to the dialogue of the character analyzed. Not all dialogue
in the play is used, only that dialogue which clearly makes
a value statement. Since not every line requires a value

assignment, only selected lines will be found in each
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character's chart in each play analyzed.
bias the information but to clarify it,.

character says expresses a value system.

This is not to

Not everything a

40



CHAPTER IV
THE LARK

The Lark, by Jean Anouilh is the story of Joan the Maid's
struggle with God. She is a simple country girl who hears
voices of the Saints telling her that she is the salvation
of her country. At first she refuses to obey the voices, but
because of her strong belief in God and faith that one must
do what one is told to do by God, she relinquishes all
rights to a normal farm girl's life. Joan asks for and re-
ceives the French army, is arrested and put on trial, and ig
finally burned at the stake.

The play is produced in Presentational style. The plot
evolves around the trial of Joan,with flashback scenes de-
picting the incidents of her trial and of her path to the
burning stake. The characters are historical but fiction-
alized for dramatic burposes. The behavior of the charac-~
ters in the play script, not the actual persons, are
described in the following pages.

The characters to be analyzed are Joan, Charleés, the
Dauphin, Warwick, and Cauchon. The Dauphin Charles is the
Puppet ruler of France, the bastard son who has not been
crowned King until Joan maneuvers the coronation. Warwick

is an English Earl representing all Englishmen - at the
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trial. Cauchon is the priest who gquestions brutally and
comforts warmly the small girl on trial for heresy.

Joan's basice cluster, as seen in Pigure 5 and Figure 7,
is a Four-Two-Six. She is an example of a character who
moves into a higher mode of adjustment, the Five level, when
the situation requires it, and then returns to her former
level of existence, the:Four-Two. When asking for the army
Or support Joan moves into the Five level or mode of adjust-
ment. Figure 7 reveals Joan's movement into the Five posi-
tion in the scene between Charles and her, She regresses to
a Four-Two at the conclusion of the script, accepting the
burning at the stake as right in the eyes of God. A person
in the Four position would sacrifice life if it were thought
to be morally right. Her strong belief in God places her in
the Four and also the Two position. God is her chief; her
Saints are her chiefs and she will follow their instructions
implicitly.

Charles' lines and value assignments can be found in
Figure 6 and Figure 7. He is a low level Five using a
Four-Two position to avoid responsibilities. He ig fright-
ened, uses games to avoid making decisions and sometimes
gives the impression of the reactive level. The Dauphin
plays at cards, sex, and childish ways. In the scene between
Charles and Joan, the uncrowned king exists on a Five level

in his reaction to Joan's Five approach.
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Conflicting values are at war within Warwick. He
vacillates between a Four and a Five position, as illustrated
in Figure 8. The Englishman is torn between reacting from
the level of the Absolutistic, who believes it is only right
to burn the witch, and the level of the political Achievist,
who sees opportunity for advancement if the trial is handled
speedily and correctly. Warwick becomes fond of the young
girl. Joan confuses him and instead of enjoying the outcome
of the trial, he is sickened by what he has helped to cause.

Cauchon's evaluation is found in Figure 9. He lives
from an extremely strong Absolutistic Four tempered by a
Sociocentric Six. He guestions the laws of the church but
because of the strong Four, he cannot break away and stop

Joan's death.
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CHAPTER V

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF

Fiddler on the Roof, book by Joseph Stein, music by
Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, is based on the
stories of Sholom Aleichem. Tevye, a poor dairyman, and his
family live in Anatevka, a town enveloped in tradition and
rules and regulations of the Jewish faith.

The tale of Tevye and his family involves the match-
making of his three oldest daughters and their breaking from
tradition to choose their own mates. Tzeitel, the oldest,
chooses but needs Papa's blessing; Hodel chooses and wants
Papa's blessing but will marry Perchik anyway; and Chava.
not only selects without the matchmaker and Papa's blessing
but marries outside the faith and is pronounced dead to the

family by Tevye.

Fiddler on the Roof is a positive statement of family
unity, community strength and the deep faith of the Jewish
people of Anatevka. This unity can be seen in the songs
"Tradition," Figure 10, and "Anatevka, " Figure 11, "Tradi-
tion" exemplifies a strong Two position and "Anatevka" is
written from a Four mode of adjustment. The people are
brought together by tradition and physically separated by

progress. As the politics of Russia make it difficult for
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Tevye and his friends to maintain their way of life, friends,
and relatives say farewell to each other and to the com-
fortable traditions of Anatevka.

In analyzing a musical, dialegue and lyrics must be
considered in characterization. What a character sings
sometimes will reveal more than the lines of dialogue dis-
close. The lyrics are assigned value levels or modes of
adjustment numbers as is the dialogue. Dialogue and lyrics
of each are evaluated as a unit to show the development of
emerging clusters.

The characters to be analyzed from this script and
Score are Tevye, the father; Golde, the mother; Tzeitel,
the oldest daughter; Hodel, the second oldest daughter of
Tevye and Golde; and Perchik, the nontraditionalist who
marries Hodel.

Tevye is a heavy Four-Two with enough Six value level
to break from tradition when the happiness of a member of
his family is involved, vet he has too much Four-Two, as
revealed in Figure 12, to allow Chava's actions to gain his
approval. Chava asks him to move into too foreign a system
when asking him to accept her marriage outside the faith,
Tevye is able to move into a Five level in the song "If I
Were a Rich Man," Figure 13, when he is daydreaming about
life for him if he were wealthy. It is still tradition and
faith that determine his mode of adjustment. Figures 14

through 16 further reveal the Four-Two level.
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In Figure 17 Golde's dialogue shows her to live from a
Two-~Four mode of adjustment. Although brash and loud, Golde
is tradition and conformity. The only way she can break
from tradition is if her chieftain, Tevye, leads the way.

In the song "Do You Love Me?" Golde sings definite Four
level statements. 1In reply to the guestion, do you love me?
she can only answer with a list of all the work and sacri-
fices she has done for the past twenty-five years, conclud-
ing that the duties she has performed must mean love. This
can be seen in Figure 18.

Tzeitel lives from a Four mode!of adjustment tempered
by a 8ix as seen in Figure 19. ghe breaks from the rules
to marry her own choice but remains with the rules by gain-
ing Papa's approval. She would be uncomfortable if she did
not live within the laws and tradition of choosing marriage
partners. Tzeitel, for her own well-being, must manipulate
breaking from tradition to select her own husband into the
mold of the laws of the family and the Jewish community.

Hodel, unlike Tzeitel, has enough Five in her to break
from tradition but not enough to carry her into the Five
mode of adjustment. Her cluster is a definite Four-Two-8ix,
expressed in the dialogue and song lyrics, Figure 20 and
Figure 21. She is steeped in traditions, vet people inter-
est her. Hodel has enough Five submerged to want education,
a break in a tradition where only men are educated. Perchik

becomes her chieftain as seen when she repeats his statement,
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"It is the greatest work a man can do, Papa," shown in
Figure 20. The Four-Six combination is evident in her song,
"Far from the Home I Love," Figure Z21.

Perchik's cluster is a Five-Three-8ix described in
Figure 22. The cynic Perchik moves from a rebel Three to
a heavy Achievist Five and then combines it with a Socio-
centric Six level. People become important along with the
political ideals. He is interested in the well being of his
fellow man.

In Figure 23 the song "Now I Have Everything' sung by
Perchik and Hodel, expresses the Five for Perchik and the
Four level for Hodel. Hodel changes chieftains within this
song and Perchik expresses his desire for everything which

now includes Hodel.
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CHAPTER VI

IHE TAMING OF THE SHREW

s bttt sy om——r—

Set in an earlier time period, the plot of The Taming of

the Shrew, by William Shakespeare, is similar to Fiddler on
the Roof in that the oldest daughter must marry before the
youngest one can. In the situation of Katharina and Bianca,
the probability of either marrying is minute. Kate is loud,
shrill, rude, uncouth, and is unable to or cares not to at-
tract a suitor. Bianca is concerned that she, a proper,
lovely, although whiny, young woman, will not be married to
any of her suitors.

Into town rides Petruchio in search of wealth in the
form of a wife. He is looking for a rich widow or a young
woman whose father can afford the dowry Petruchio is search-
ing for and the promise of lands and houses upon the father's
demise. Petruchio is informed of Kate, the shrew, and the
willingness of her father to marry her with a large dowry,
The young suitor succeeds in an appointment with the father
and a raucous interview with Kate.

Kate and Petruchio meet, shout, battle, and come to
terms--Petruchio's terms. The wedding date is set, Petruchio
leaves, and is next seen arriving late for his own wedding.

Kate fumes, attempts to control her new husband, is rebuffed
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and dragged away to Petruchio's home. Once settled, Kate is
confronted with a "shrewish" husband and not allowed food or
sleep for days. After a month of mischievous treatment,
Kate and Petruchio travel home to father, and by the last
scene Kate has allowed herself to be tamed, much to the
amazement of her father and friends.

The modes of adjustments assigned are for Kate and
Petruchio. The charts begin with Petruchio and then combine
scenes with Kate and Petruchio.

The pattern of behaviors emerging in this play is one
of movement from one system to anothef, but done purposely
by the characters. Petruchio is an outstanding example of
the Five system. He is after a "wealthy" wife and the in-
surance of riches and lands upon the death of the bride's
fathexr. Petruchio is adept at Achievist gam playing, as
shown in the dialogue in Figure 24. He is a Five, but he
uses a Three level to approach Katharina.

Katharina lives from a Three level of existence, moving
into a Five at the conclusion of the play. Her move is
instigated by the life problem of being married to a "shrew-
ish” husband. 1In order for her to solve the problem, she
must move to a new mode of adjustment.

Petruchic is aware that in order to tame Kate, he must
meet her head to head with force but with an underlying
kindness. If he allows Kate to overcome him with her strong

Three, then he will never gain her love. A Three will
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respect strength and force, even 1f the authority represented-
by the strength, will bring rebellion. He plays Kate's game
with her rules yet moves her toward his goal to tame her.

Kate uses the Three tactics to achieve what she wants,
until Petruchio enters the scene. She plays the game well
in their first confrontation and during the remainder of the
play is forced to move to a Five level in order to survive.
The speech Katharina gives to the other wives, Figure 24, is
from a Two position, a complete need for a chieftain, but her
goal is to achieve her way with her husband. The reason for
the Two position statements reveals a Five existence. This
is an example of the necessity for the analyzer to under~
stand the Value Systems Analysis. What the character re-
ceives, or the "pay-off," is as important as the value
statements expressed.

Both Petruchio and Katharina achieve their goals.
Petruchio tames Katharina and Katharina tames her husband,

both using manipulation to do so.



CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to apply the Value
Systems Analysis to character analysis. The modes of
adjustments used were based on Clare W. Graves' theory of
the Levels of Psychological Existence and further developed
by the National Center for Values Research, Denton, Texas.
Three questions were asked: is the Value Systems Analysis
applicable to diverse styles of plays; is it a practical
means of character analysis; and would it benefit director,
actor, and audience?

Four distinctly different styles of plays were purposely

selected for analysis. The Rainmaker, by N. Richard Nash,

displays realistic characters in a realistic modern setting.
The dialogue is simple in form and direct in value state-

ments. Fiddler on the Roof, book by Joseph Stein, music by

Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, is also straight
forward and simply states modes of adjustments for its major
characters. Dialogue and lyrics reiterate the level of
existence prominent to the play script.

Mere involved than . The Rainmaker and Fiddler on the

Roof are The Lark and The Taming of the Shrew. The analysis

of The Lark, by Jean Anouilh, adapted by Lillian Hellman,
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and of The Taming of the ghrew, by William Shakespeare,

presents complications but not barriers. The Lark is based
on a historical incident with political and religious in-
trigue. The value statements are evident but the "pay-off"
for the characters must be considered. The character may be
behaving from one level, yet his mode of adjustment is ac-
tually another. If so, there will be a connection between
the two levels, for example Joan's shifting to an Achievist
mode of adjustment when she needed to bargain for food,
armor, horse, and army, yet her reason was because Cod told
her to do it. Her reason for the Five level places her in
an Absolutistic-Tribalistic combination. Those living from
a Two, Five, or a Seven level of existence will have more
flexibility than those living from a One, Three, Four, or a
8ix level of existence.

Society, culture, religious, and political value levels
of the period will affect a character's value system. The

Taming of the Shrew illustrates the importance of knowing

the values of the era and the society of that era. Kate was
not willing to be docile; she was a shrew, a Three levél.

Her behavior is the only way she knows to reject the rules

of society at this time. The mores of Petruchio's and Kate's
world would have a direct affect on the level of existence
they could adopt. The Value Systems Analysis is applicable

to varying styles of plays.
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Practicability of using Value Systems Analysis for
character analysis becomes more evident as the director
becomes increasingly mbre knowledgable and comfortable with
the modes of adjustment. If the director has the capability
of understanding the system, then it can be of infinite use
to him.

Benefits to the director include a more effective and
complete method of analyzing major characters and of com-
municating this analysis to the actor who in turn interprets
it to the audience. Value Systems Analysis clusters behav-

iors and helps to focus characters.,

Implications for Further Research
This study is by no means conclusive, but it has opened
other areas for research. Although this thesis is specifical-~
ly concerned with the director's analysis of characters in a
play, it would seem that further research of the relation-
ships of Vvalue Systems of the director, actor, and the

character which the actor is to play would be beneficial.
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*Basad on the theoreticat concepts of Clare W, Graves, and adapted by the National Centar for Values Research, Box 5156 NTSU Station, Denton, Texas 76203
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