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This study was concerned with the subject-rmatier content
and source of photegraphs at three small-city and three metrcpolitan
Texas newspapers. An analysis was conducted over a fourteen-day

period at six daily newspapers: The Dallas Morning News, The Fort

Worth Star-Telegram, The Houston Chronicle

, The Sherman Democrat,

The Paris News, and The Midland Repaorter-Telagram, The anaiysis

was conducted to determine what types of subjiect-matter content,
either hard news or soft news, appeared most {raeguently in newspaper
photograpins, and to determine whether or not there was any relation-
ship between subiccl-matter content and the source of photographs,
Emphonsis was placed orn determining the tvpes of pictures taken rmost
frequently by local staff photographers and the types of photographs
ased most frequently from news services,  In addition, Jdata were

colleciad converning the types of pictures used most frequently on

page one, the frequency of color phetograpihs, the frequercy and

1~
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sublect-vravter content of sicture pages and multi-picture combina -

tigna, and the trequency of piotures used with catlines only,

[he study is divided info six chapters as follows: Chapter I
provides an introduction; Chapter I1 presents information about the
photographic staff and policies at the six newspapers; Chapter Iii
pregents an analysis of the data gathered from the three small-city

wspapers; Chapter IV presents an analysis of the data gathered

from the three metropolitan newspapers; Chapter V is a comparison

8]
5y
T

he data gathered from both the small-city and met opoiitan news -
papers, aad Chapter VI presents cenclusions and suggestions relat ng:
to the study.

The study {ound practices at all six newspapers supported the
hAvpotiesis that the majority of locally preduced pictures depict seft-
news events, rather than hard-news events., Practices at all six
newsonpers alsc supported the hypothesis that picture-vage and multi-
picture layocts primarily depict soft-news events, If was noted that
picture-page layouts were confined mainly to the women's sections
n{ the newspaperes, whereas mulil-picture laycuts were distribared
taroughout the newspapers, Fractices at all three roetropolitan
newspaners and cne of the small-city dailies supported the hypothesis

that news-zervice pictures provide the greatesy number of hard-news

plotures in newspapess, (L appeared that ed:tors at the two small-city



papers which did not support the hypothagis may pass over havrd-news
pictures from news services in order tc publish more locally produced
pictures of cither the hard- or soit-news variety. Support was found
in practices at all three metropolitan newspapers and two of the smail-—
city dailies for the hypcethesis that more hard-news pictures than soft-
news pictures are used on page one, Jt appeared significant that the
only paper which failed to support the hypothesis had limited access to
news-service pictures.‘ Data 2also showed that editors tended to use
the greatest number of pictures in one-column widths and that as the
celumn widths of pictures increased, the f{requency of their use
decreased, Data indicated that in all but one newspaper more pictures
were published in section one than in other sections. It was noted that
color photographs were used only to depict soft-news events and were
cenfined to the women's section or entertainment section of the news -
papers. Data .shawed that pictures used with cutlines only accounted
for a small percentage of the total number of pictures published.
During the study, it was found that few examples of picture
coverege occurred which showed hard-news events in normal, calm
settings, such as city council or school board meetings, and that the
rmajority of pictures published depicted soft news events. It appears
that by not assigning more photographic coverage to such nen-dramatic
hard-news events editors .arer missing significant opportunities to

4

nresent more hard-news pictures to readers.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUVCTION

The photographic Limage prescated by daily ne\vépapers has
often been viewed ag having lesser importance than the word image
presented through the work of reporters and editors. There is little
justification {or such attitudes, since MacLean, Stephenson, Hazard
and others have demonstraied that photographs are more eifcctive than
words in atiracting readers' attention, and, fireguently, in forming a
lasting impression of an event.

News photography has the potential to create a relevant visual
image ot a city or communivy if talented photographers are allowed to
work with responsive edilors who encourage their staff to be creative
and enterprising. However, only a few newspapers have used photo-
graphy with any degree of anderstanding of this pelentizl, relying
insteazd an the mcore stereotyped view of newspaper photography, view-
ing it hagically as a medium of entertainment or decoration, and not as
a potential conveyer of information or opinion.
it {5 svident that we are living in s Bighly visval age. The

quatity and impact of misual images is increasing rapidly in areas 2uch

by

Sy



as television, muotion nictvres, video tzve, magazines, and advertising,

However, dzily newswapers, on the whole, continue to use the same
basic technigues aund formulas that were developed during the early
1950's when photographs were {irst widely accepted in journalism,

'The visual image pregented by ozt daily newspapers in news phote-

graphs is outcated and reflects an inadequate view of comrmunity events
and isgues.

Statement of the Problem
|

The problem of this study is to survey the subject-matter

content and scurce of photographes used in gix Texas daily newspapers

over a period of fourteen days,

Purpoeses of the Study

The purpcezes of the study are to determine {1} what types

of zubiact~-maiter content appear most frequently in newspaper vhoto-

graphs, (2) to determine i there 1s any velation belween subject-

oi tne photogravhs, and  (3) te amalyze

jaR
ok
)
T
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matter conrent an

the reiaticuship of the sublzct-maiter convent and sovrce {indings io the
teial visuval image presanted by news photograghs in daily newspapers,



(WS

Hypoiheses

T

o carry out the purpos:

viaviated:

ses have been

S
3
[aed
[}
3
.

There ave nu difierences ip sabject matter cont

[

scurce of phatographs between metropolitan daily newspapsrs and
small city daily newspapers.

2. Localnews photographs depict more scft news events
than hard news events.

3. NWews sarvices provice the largest nurnber of hard news |
pictures used in newspapers
4 There wiil be more hard news photograpns used on nage
none than £oft nowe egnotographs.

5 Mewspapers dovete picture-page and multi-picture layoots

priznarily to present soft news events rather than hard news evenis,

1

Backzround and Significance of the Study
3 J
There i3 only 3 sioell body of research data which investigates
how pecple react {0 pictures in newspapers, Howcever, for many

vears icornalists have been aware of the power of photpgraphs in

attracting reader response and Intervest. o an analyvsia of 120 daily

[

pewsnapors by The Continuing Study of Newsrpepar Roading, two fac-

ters, visual form {cavicons, phoiographs, and thotagraph cuatlines)
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and subject metter, were singled owt a2z mest dominant in attraciing
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in the newspapers surveyed, but represented 51 per cent of total

readership. The study also neoted that readership increased as the
size of 2 pacture Lacreased, ranging from a median of 37 per cent for

a one~column picture to 2 median of 5 ent {or a four-column

S

$
&
N

picture.

Several studies have aticmpiced {o determine what factors or
appeals account for readers' interest in photogravhs. Hazard and
MacLeana, in a study of women's interest in pictures, found that six

. . . . AN . . ;
major subject groupings were dominant, The groupings consisted of
idelatry: social problems; piciuresque scencs; war, bleod and violence;
and spectator sports. In a subscequent studyv, Hazard investigated the

fluence of internal organization and shape 28 determinants of reader

(&S]
T

interest. He found that subject matier was of primary importance,
but size and shape played important reles. e feound that once subject

matter was constant, shape becamea major influence, It was found

Bert W, “uoab arn, "Reader Intercst in Newspaper Pic-

tures,’’ Journalism erly, XXIV {(Fall, 1947), 197-201,

Maloolm MacLean and William Hazard, "Women's Interes
in Pictures: Tne Badger Village Study," lowrnelism Quartcrly, XXX
{Fall, 1983}, 13%-1€2.

Wildizm Hzzard, "Responsee to News Pictures: A Study in
L palisin O saarterly, XLVID (Fall, 1960y, 516-524,




that certain pictures were rated a3 more effective in certain optimum

sizes and ifess eficciave at other sizes, ana by

S

{forcing victures inio
inappropriate gizes viewer responses were often desiroyed.

Stephenson has conducted research which demenstrated that

4

persons do not ‘see' pictures in the szme way, 1n a study of the

criteria used by tenn judges in selecting the most rnemorable news pice
tures of the past half century, he found that they could be divided inteo
three distinct groups based on their choice of pictures. The deter-
mining factor in forming the groupings seemed to be a person's job., It
became apparent that judges involved with newspapers and magazines
valued more '‘general' news photographs with the emotions of pity
and compassion outstanding. Juages orienied toward wire service
organizations placed rmore emphasis on the sensational or novel ele-
ments of photographs. The third and largest gronp was composed of
professional men who were not involved in any way with producing news
material, Stephensoan found this group to represent ttself idiosyn-
cratically. The overall imnlication, according to Stephenson, is that

even in the selection of so-called good photograpns there may be

muoiivations at work other than aesthetic principles, :

A4
™ .
William Stephenson, ""Principles of Selection of News
Pictures,” Jeurnalism Quarterly, XXXVIl (Summer, 1960}, 61-6E.




In a study of the attitude

ging effect of news and photo-
graph combinations, Mehling found photographe and words tugether
were significantly morve effective than woeds

alone in changing

evaluative judgments,

In a philogophical analysis of pictorial communication,
Fleming nctes that Engiish

[

s taught at all grade levels, while pictorial

media are generally consicdered specialized fields of study and reguire

individunals to select them on an interest bagis., This concentration

on the written word is further manifested in the langnage itself

We
nave words such as "illiterate' for persons who have an inability to
read and 'inarticulate! for persons who have an inability fo speak,
Flemiing notes, however, that the Enzlish language has

Pl

no waord that

n

uggests a per

soun's inability to cormmunicate pictorially, such as
7
"irnpictorial’ or "iniceric,"

He conclades nreferred mode of interpersonal
coramunication tends to be the easiest and quickest, and that if condi-
tions were madce so thac the average man ¢

uld become more visually
TRewtben Mehling,
FPhoto Corabinations, "

-198.

Attipde Changing #ifect of News and

AHEXVI (Spring, 1939),

6

Malcolor T3 Pintnriat Commaaicasion:
on its Pllgﬁ.,"" f—\,‘;" Comrmunication Review, X (Fall,

eynng, An ssay
1962y, 223-237.

p. 224,



orignted he would do se naturally., Flering goes €0 far as Lo asger:
that cur lack of "pictorial inferperscnal conimunicztion is regponsibhie
for much of the chironic mismatch between our concepiion of curzelves

and cur world, and the real objects and events of this world."

Euterprise-~used journalistically, this term applies to stories
or photographs that grow frem « reporter’s or photographer's onserva-
tion and imagination, and has no relation {o current news,

Cutline-~this tern: is used {0 denote descripfive text which

accompanies 3 piciure,

Newsa Service Photograph~-this term is used to denote a pic-

ture which is provided to newspapers fron organizations such as the

Assccieted Press or Uinited Press International.

Co: ;1Pn+——tm,g term is used to denote the gensral nature of

event depicted in a pheotograph.

Source--this term is used to denote {the party which mads the

notegraphi an excention will e a photograph which comes from the

moergue or file of a newspaper.

d Newas --tlhis term is usa=d o denote an event witich 18 boih

significant end timely te 2 Iargs group of persaons,

@
i - -
Thid,, p. 225,



Soft Mewsg~-this term is used to denote an event which is pri-

marily strong in human inferest and relies on emotional or entertain-
ment appeal; such an event need not be timely or significant to a large

group of persons.

Limitations
This study was limited to three gemall-city daily Texas news-
papers, selected at yandom, and three rr;etrapoi.it:m arca daily Texas
newspapocrs, also selected at randora, It is not assumed that the data
gathered will be representative of all small-city ¢r metropolitan daily

newspapers.

Basic Assunption
The small-city and meftropolitan newspapers chosen use the
vhotographic services of either the Asusociated IJI‘:ress or United Press
International, It is assumed that both scrvices present the same
basic picture coverage of news events arnd types of pictures to their

subscaribing maimbers,

The Sample

The newspapers surveyved were The Dallas Morning News

fairculation: 242,928), The Fort Worth Star-Telegram (civculation:
138,264, The ‘lovztsn Chrenicle (eirculation: 303,041), The
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Sherman Dernccrat (circulation: 16,27Z2), The Paris News {circulation:

12,936), and The Midland Reporter-Telepram (circulation: 19, 592}, 9

— 23 e

The newspapers selected for the survey were divided irnts two
categories: small-city dailies and metropeolitan dailies, Metropolitan
newspapers were defined as those ha.vi.ng a ¢irculation of mr;re than
100,00C. Nine newspapers in the state qualified under this definition.
The three metropolitan newspapers mentioned above were selecied at
random from those nine. Small-city newspapers were categorized as
having a circuistion under 25,000, Forty Texas newspapers fit that
category and the three small-city dailies menticned above were chosen
at random from the forty.

[n selecting three small-city and three matropolitan news -
papers for the sample, it was felf that the study could better provide
an opportunity io vote any differences in coverags or emnhaszis which
might be attribaied to population or gecgraphical factors.

The iasues of the newspapers surveyed covered a fourteen-
day period., In the case of the three metropolitan newspapers, the
period wes fron: August 16 through 22, 1972, and Janvary 10 through

16, 1973, Because none of the three small-city newspapers is pub-

iished on Saturdays, the survey pericd, in theix case, was from

mieg and Trade Pub-

-
o
~
-
—

Direciorv: Newspapers, Mag

lications {¥Fhiladelphia, Penn.: Ayevr Press, 1871),

[y
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Auagust 14 through 22, 1972, and Jasaary 13 through 17, 19732 Th=
number of days, inlboe’:h cases, is equal and votlh include two Sundéy-
editions. The two survey periods were chcsen 2t random to represent
approximately six monihs between survev periods. No national or

state holidays occurred during the surveyv periods which might have

tended to influence the daily pattern of operaticne,

Collection of
The survey concerned itself only with photogranhs used in
news sections of the papers. It did not mcliude advertising rnotographs.
The final editicn of each issue of the siez papurs svurveyed during the
fourtcen-day perioed was apalyzed, and esch picture wae classified on

a log form according te cight factors {zee Appendiz Aj,  The eignt

forination na subject matter

categories were designed to provide U
content of the photegraphs, ihe source of pheiographs, the size of

photographs, and the location of photogravhs.  In adciticn, data wore
gathered ceoncerning the frequency of picture-pages and rnulti-picture
layouts, color photcgraphs and pictures whicn ave displayed with cut-

The categovies are not independent of 2ne avother. A pic-

=

ture which is classified zecerding o subject matiter content for one

purpose of 2nalveis can also be classifi



il
example, & picture aboul an zrrned confiict imay be clessified as'a
hard~news picture in the categeory of subject svatter, dut it is also
classified as a local pictnre, 2 news-service picture, or a piclure
from other sources in the category of scurce of photographs. If;._ch
'pilc'ture may be classified according to the eight categories.

A discussion oi the 2ight categories follows:
1. Subject-Matter Content--this category is divided into
two groups: hard-news pictures and soft-news pictures.

A. Hard-News Pictures--phctographs are classified as-
hard news if they depict any type of armed conflict, social or political
conflict, catastrophe or if they depict politics, governmental action,
unarmed defense, court proceedings, economics, education, science,
raeligion, or cullure,

B. Soft-News Pictures--phetographs zre classified as
soft news if they depict any type of sports event, social event, humzan
interest story, or if they wre connected with business promctions,
award presentations, obitvaries, or notice of ciub meetings,

2. Source of Photographs--the foliewing types of classifica-
tinons were nscd:

AL

4

aral Fhotorranh«~any photogranh taken by an vimploves
= I J O s Y L /

of the newspiaper.
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H. 1

vews~Service Phetogravh--any phatograph supplied
by the services of the Associated Fress or United Press Internafional,
C. Other--any photograph provided by a public rela-
tions firm, freelancers, or any pvhotograph which comes irom a news-
paper's morgue, or is supplied by the subject himself.
3. Size~-all photographs were classified according to column
width:
A. One-column pictures
B, Two-column pictures
. Three~column pictures
D. TFour-or-more-cclumm pictures
4., Placement--this category was divided into five groupings:
A, Section one
B, Sports section
C. Women's section
D. Local section
. Other sections--this group includes all other sec-
tions not listed above (real estate, entertainirent, busincess, agrical-
ture, etc,).
5.  Multi-Picture Use--this category was designed to deter~
mine the number of pictures used in conneclicn with a single story,

Piletures ware grooped according to their number:



L3
A, Two
B. Three
C. Fcur or more
6. Cuolor Photographs--all color photographs were
recorded.
f. Picture Pages--~all picture pages were recorded.
8. Use of Cutline Only--this category recerdad each
instance of a picture displayed with a cutline enly, and not in conjunc-
tion with 2 story.

In addition to classifyving pictures by the above @i

ght categor-
ies, interviews were conducted with key personnel at each newspaper,
in order {o obtain information about the size and composition of the
nhotegraphic sizff, a paper's picture policy, and any other information
which might contribute to an underzfanding of the paper's phorongraphic
oparation. Information was also sought in the tvpe of news secrvice
usedq, the type of amphasis placed on page-one pictures, multi-
picinre and pilcture page use, and the use of coler photographs (see

Ayppendix B,

Analysis of Data
The datae for each individual newspaper were first tabuolated

according tu the eight basic catepgories listed on the survey form.



Comparison was first made to determine the pereentage o hard news
and soft news pictures used at each paper during the survey period.
Comparison was then rmade to determine the percentage of news-
service pictures, local picturss, and pictares from other sources.

To test hypotheses two and three, the percentage of hard
news and soft news pictures was determined in relaticn 1o local and
news-service pictures,

To test hypothesis four, analysis was made tc determine the
percentage of hard news and soft news pictures used on page one, In
addition, analysis was made to delerinine the percentage of local and
news-service pictores on page cne and the averxge number of pictures
used on pags one.

To test hypothesis five, picture-page and multi-picture dis-
plays were analyzed to determine the pe rcentagé of soit news and
hard news pictures, In addition, analysis was alsc roade to deter-
mine the source of phuotoZraphs used for multi-picture and piclure-
page layouts.

To test hypothesis one, the results of hypothescs twe and
theee were anlyzed to determine similarities or difterénces in subject
matter content and the zource of photographs among the gix news-

Fapers.
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The categories of picture placement and size were tabulated io
determine the mosi frequently used size of photograph and the per-
centage of .distribution of pictures within the five placement clussifi-
cations.

Analysis also was made to dotermine the percentagé of pic-
tures which appeared in each paper with a cutline only, rather than
in conjunction with a story. The use of color photographs was analyzed
to determine the percentage of color pictures used to depict soft and
hard news events, in addition to the placement and scurce of color
photographs.

The data were also analyzed in an effort to determine any
similarities or differences in the use of pictures at small-city and

metropetitan newspapers.

Qz ganizaticn of the Study
Chaptc.;.r IT of this thesis presents information about the peli-
cies and staflf structures of the six newspapers surveyed; Chapter [II
is> an analysis of the data gathercd {rorn the three small-;c:ity news -
papers, including a sumrary; Chapter IV is an analysls of the data

gathered from the three metropolitan newzpapers, wncluding a

=}

5

surmnary: Chapter V is a comparison of the data gathered from both

the smiall-city and metropolitan newspapers, and Chapler Viis a

i



conclusion n which are discussed the resalts of the aata and their

implications on the role of photegraphy in

ism.

3
LS

aily newspaper journal-



CHAPTER I

POLICIES AND STAFF STRUCTURE OF THE SI¥ NFWS3¥APERS

This chapter contains information about the pelicies and
photographic staff organization of the six daily newspapers surveyed.
Information about the three smali-city newspapers is presented first,

followed by information about the three metropolitan newspapers,

The Sherman Democrat

With a circulation of 16,272, The Sherman Democrat serves

a city of 29, 061 population in North Ceniral Texas. The Derascrat

is published every evening except Saturday, A Sunday morning
paper is published.

One full-time photographer is employed, but a large portion
of his duties involves the processing and printing of tilras shot by
staff reporters, who take the majority of the pictures which appear

in the paper,

Interview, Dana Blosker, Managing Editor, Sherman,
Texas, March 22, 1573, All subsequent iniormation un The Democrat

is based on the Blocker interview without fontnote atiribuiion.
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The Democrat subscribes to United Press International

wire-photo service and receives approximately one hundred pictures
per day.

According to managing editor Dana Blocker, The Democrat

relies heavily on news~service pictures to fill the picture needs of the
paper. The heavy use of news~-service pictures is a result of not hav-
ing a 'well-defined" photography department and a broader, general
philosophy of the newspaper, Blocker said.

""We consider ourselves the major source of print news fer

the area,' he said, As a result, The Democrat presenis the news

with a heavy emphasis on international and national events and
attempts to run related photographs whenever possible,

Blocker said he was not satisfied with local piciure coverage
and that local pictures are provided mainly by filve reporters. '"You
couldn't call these persons journeymen or professionais,’ he said,
assessing their photographic capahilities. "They're all bagically
novices.'" Blocker attributed the poor guality of lecal picture cover-
age to the inexperience of his staff. He said:

All smatl papers have a difficult time attracting :E‘»ta.ff
with ability., We've had to take bright people here who've
rad no real training and try to teach them how {o write

and use a camera, Az a rcsult, the professional quality
is not near as good as I'd like it to be,
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'The one fuil-time photographer is assigrned to events that are
given picture coverage only. i the aszigniment includes wi.ting ana
pictures, reporters are responsible for the pictures.

Blocker said he seeks a balance between hard- and soft-news
pictures on page one, He noted, however, that hard-news pictures
are difficult io obtain locally,

Qur best local picture coverage is in feature pictures.
There's just more opportunity to cover feature pictures
here than hard news, althcugh we would be getting ruore
local hard-news pictures if we had somebody with mere
experience.

Because of the poor quality and the difficulty in obtaining local

pictures, the majority of pictures used at The Democrat is from the

news service, Blocker said. He said mulli-picture combinations are
used 'fairly often, but not as often as I'd like if T had good copy."
Picture pages, he said, are used 'infrequently,"” and color photo-
graphs are never vsed in news sections, but only on specially pre-

pared ads,

The Paris News

The News serves a city of 23,441 population in Fast Texas,

and has a circulation of 12,436, It is published everv evening except

Saturday, A Sunday moerning edition is published.
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The News does not have a full-time photographer, It
employs one perscn part-time, approximately twenty~five hours per
week, whose main duties are stocking supplies for the darkroom and
processing and printing films which are shot by gix reporters.
The paper subscribes to a2 special package of Associated
Press wire-phote pictures which are s«nt by bus daily from Dallas.
It receives an average of ten news-service pictures per day. As a
result, the number of news-service pnotecgraphs depicting national and
international events is extremely limited 2t The News. HHowever,
according to editor John Thomas, even ten news-service pictures per
day are ''more than we can use," He said:
We have a large number of local pictures which stack
up. We concentraie on local coverage. If the people
want a metropolitan newspaper, then they get The Morning
News or The Tires Herald., Our focus is to use our
manpower as fully as we can to get local coverage.
We prefer a local picture above a wire service picture

even when the wirephoto is, in many cases, much
better,

Thomas said that he would run more news-service pictures
only if advertising revenue increased and more pages were to be

printed,

2

Interview, John Thomas, managing editor, Paris, Texas,
March 21, 1973. All subsequent information on The Paris News

is based on the Thomas interview without footnote attribution.
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He said he was dissatisfied with the photography siructure
of The News, I think it jg highly inefricient and we get poorer
quality pictures than we might otherwise,' he said. Rating the
abilities of his repoerter-photographers, Thomas said, "Three would
have to be considered as good as professionals on many newepapers,
and then we have three who take just atrocicus pictures."

He said his staff streases the neced for hard news pictures
locally.

I think we do a pretty good job on hard news, butI think
we're lacking in feature news sometimes. We do excep-
ticnally well on crime pictures, things of that sort,
because we have police radios in the homes of most of

our reporters, Qur feature pictures are lacking, because
we don't have the time to devote to them.

Thomas said he believed the concentration on local pictures
at The News was a limitation, but it was a reaiity his paper had to
face. "I would love to have good local coverage and much more ade-
quate state and national coverage, but we don't have the capabilities.
If we're going to cover the local scene in any kind of depth or quantity,
we have to continue as we are, "

The policy of The News is to use hard news pictures on page
one if they are available. If no hard news photographs are available,

Themas said he preferred to use strong, human interest pictures in

multi-picture combinations. The use of picture pages was infrequent



in the past, he said, bot since Sznuary, 1973, The News has uied a
picture page almost every Sunday or the first page of section two,

which is devoted to worrnen's news and amusements.

The News does not run color pictures in news sections, but

cnly in specially prepared ads.

The Midland Reporter-Telegram

The Reporter-Telegram has a circulation of 19,576 and

serves a population of 53,463 in West Texas, t is published every
evening except Saturday. A Sunday morning edition is published.

The paper has two full-time photographers who take the
majority of the local pictures. In addition, three staff reporters
take photographs, although the number of their combined pictures
accounts for less than 10 per cent of the local pictures published ecach
week, 3

The paper subscribes to the wirephoto service of the Asso-
ciated Press and receives approximately one hundred pictures per
day.

La Doyse Lambert, managing editor, said he considered a

two-man photegraphic staff and the news-service wire sufficient for

3 : T : e I
Interview, La Doyse Lambert, Managing Edilor, Midlznd,
Texas, March 21, 1973, All subsequent informatinn on The
Reporter-Telegram is based on the Lambert interview without fooinote

artrihntion
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the picture needs of a paper the size of The Reporter-Telegram. He

said that lecal and news-service piztures competed equally for space
in the newspaper, In addition, the paper subscribes to Newspaper
Enterprise Association, but an average of fewer than two pictures per
'wéek are used from the syndicate,
fL.ambert said his editors, in selecting pictures, are conscious
of what non-local, competing morning newspapers have used in news -

service pictures., Two morning newspapers, The Lubbock Avalanche-

Journal and The San Antonio Light, circulate in Midland he-avily. As

a result, ''we feel our responsibility is to be a bit more local, since
we've found most of our readers teke two papers,” Lambert said,
"HBut that doesn't keep us froin using a good news-service picture even
if they used it, if it has a good bearing on what the news is,"

He said selection of page-one pictures is based primarily on
the impact of a photograph, but between equal news service and local
photegraphs, loczal pictures would take precedence. Lambert also
said hard news photegraphs would take precedence over soft news
photographs on page one.

Tie atso cited the difficulty of samller rewspapers in keeping
trained photographic rersornel. "I imagine,™ he said, ’'that is our

greatest weakness in upholding the quality of photographs,”



Ancther problem, he said, is that

We bog down into some routine photegraphs that are
sort of mandatory . . . a lot of women's club things
and civic c¢luabs, and, of course, that takes a lot of time,
and the time photographers couild spend on incentive

or enterprise-type pictures is rather limited.

Multi~picture cornbinations present a space problem at

The Reporter-Telegram, Lambert said., He said:

Space, of course, is always at a prermnium on a medium-
sized daily, We don't generally try to squelch ocur pic-
ture space. If we have good pictures we try to run
them, but cn the oither hand, space is limited, so we
don't try to do as much multi-picture layouts as perhaps

some others do.
Picture-page use occurs simi-regularly on the first page of

the women's section on Sundays, lambert said. No color pictures

are used in news columns

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The morning edition of The Fort Worth Star-Telegram has a

*

circulation of 138,296 and serves a city of 293,476 in North Central

Texas, The Star-Telegram is published seven days a week.

Eight full-time photographers are emploved, and the paper
subscribes to the wirephoto service of the Associated Press. The
local photegraphy staff iz on duty in two shiits from 7:00 2, m, to

11:00 p.m. daily. The staefi also is assigned radio-equipped cars,

B

1
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which aliow photographers (o communicate with the city desk from any
location in the county.
The Star-Telegram prides itseli on the number of local,
community-oriented photegraphs it publiskes, accovrding to news editor
4 e 4 .

David Tipton. He said:

I feel like we do a great deal of civic good from photo-

graphs like this. We strive for more local pictures.

The wire budget doesn't offer too much for our needs,

although we do use 2 lot of human interest pictures from

the wire.

At the Star-Telegvam, there is a tendency for editors to

favor soft news pictures over hard news pictures on page one, Tipton
said, He said,

I love a geod hawd nevws picvars and also a good humran

interest picture. { think borh arc eifective., But if

I had to choose and there was no tremendously fatal news

event involved, ['d probably go with the human interest

picture. I just believe they catch more attention,

Kids or animals or anything like that is of more inter-

est to more people,

He said he favored hurvan interest picturss over hard-news

pictures because ''as a rule, we see too many pictures of plane

crashes, car wrecks and the like, and unless there really is some-

thing cutstanding about the event, I think human interest is better."

4Interview, David Tipton, News Editor, Fort Worth, Texas,
March 22, 1973. All subseguent information on The Star-Telegram
is based on the Tipten interview, without footnote attribuation,




Tipton said he preferred to run photographs as large as
possible on page one, including at leazt one picture of four-column
width, as a general rule, e also noted that emphasis is placed on
one-column photographs of persons te illustrate stories. He said,

Many times a mug shot is all ycu need. There's n
requairerent for anything more than that, t's not a
matter of gpace, though. Ifa picture is good, we'll run

it five or six columns,

Tipton evaluated The Star-Telegram photographic staif as

"very professional” and noted that it has a small amount of turnover,
However, he said the number of photogranhic assignments given to
each photographer per day is sometimes a2 handicap. Fach photogra-
pher receives an average of four assignmenis per day, he said, which
limits their opportunity io produce enterprise photographs or in-depth
projects.

Multi-picture combinations are ‘rare," he said, mainly
because of a lack of opportunity to get pictures which might qualify
for special display. '"Space is no particular problem,' he said.

Picture-page layouts also are rare, he saia, except on the
first page of the women's section and amusement section on Sﬁndays.

Foth sections also use color photographs on a semi-regular basis,

which are taken by the local staff, Tipton estimated that the local staff
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avérages two color pictures per week {or the womern's or amuscment
sections,

The women's section also runs specially prepared color
photographs supplied by the Women's News Service. The majority of
. this material involves illustrations of fashions or fced.  The amnse-
ment section also uses a smaller number of color photographs of
entertainment personalities which are supplied by public relations
organizations.

He said color pictures are rarely used as illustra‘lr;ions for

news events, except on special occasions.

The Houston Chrenicle

The Chronicie serves a city of 1,232, 802 population in South
Texas and has a circulation of 303,041, [t is published every morn-
ing,

The paper employs a staff of twelve photographers and sub-
scribes to the wirephoto services of the Associated FPress and United
Press International. The paper also subscribes to Copley News Sex~
vice, Newsweek Féature Service, Field Enterprises, and Women's
News Service, which all provide photographs to illustrate selected

stories.



The Chronicle alse has empleyed a2 piciurs editor for the past
twelve years, who works closely with the photographic and editorial
staffs and is responsible for determining the size of the majiority of the

. . _ . 5
pictures which are published in the paper. The excepticns are
photographs used on page one and on the first vages of the wornen's,
sports, and amusement sections. Photographs on these pages are
sized by the respective section editors. In most cases, however, the
picture editor works with the individual section editcrs to determine
the sizes on these pages also,

Chief. photographer George Hunnycuit supports the i1dea of a
picture editor on a large newspaper, calling it 'absolutely necessary,"
Hunnycutt credited the picture editor with keeping "a fresh flow of
ideas for pictures' and representing the needs cf photographers to
editors.

The staff photographers work in two shifts {from 7:00 a. m. to
12:00 p.m., and are assigned radio-equipped cars. Assignments are
made in two ways. The normal channel is through individual editors.
In addition, a police radio is monritored in the photography department

by a secretary. ‘'Many times,'" said Hunnycutf, "we dispatch

~

2 . L

Tniterview, George Honnycutt, Chief Photographer, and
George Rartnolornew, Piciure Editer, Flousien, Texas, March 23,
1973, All subsequent inforrnation on The Chronicle is Lased on the

Hunnycutt-Bartaolomew interviews, without footnote attr=ibution.
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as:;i@'-gnzl'lers.ts direcily fiom here; we wen't wozk vhrough the city desk.
This way we get information faster and are able to get more news pic-
tures.'" Hunnycutt said phetographers may be dispatched to cover
accident fatalities or murders if they are near the vicinity, but such
_pictures are not used as oftenr now as in the past.

The normal pattern of assignments involves Hununycutt, pic-
ture editor George Partholomew, and two assistant city editors, who
determine the major photographic assignments of the day based on an
analysis of stories, $aid Bartholomew,

We try to find cut what's going on that needs illustra-
tions. FEven if it's determined that a story doesn't
warrant any more than a mug shot, at least the people
will know who you're talking about, and sometimes it
will work into multi-picture displays.

Bartholomew said he gives priority to local pictures over
news-service pictures, but that he prefers hard-news pictures on
page one, regardless of the source. He szaid he consciously tries to
display photographs as large as space will permit, '"On Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays it's fairly easy to run most pictures in three
celumn, ! he said. ""But on Mondays, Tucsdays, and Saturdays it's
almosi impossible." I

Picture-page use is rare, Bartholomew said, but half-page

picture lavouvis are fairly common, Multi-picture combinations are

used frequently throughout the paper, he szid. He noted that most



stories which would normelly be used as a picture page are used

instead in the paper's Texas Magazine, a Sunday supplement,

"We prefer to do it this wav, because it will often allow us to
use color photographs also,” Bartholomew said, He noted, however,
that the women's section frequently used picture-page layouts on
Sundays.

The women's section, sports section, and amusement sections
also frequently use color photographs which are produced beth locally
and from other sources. Color news photographs are rarely used, said

Bartholomew, except for special occasions,

The Dallas Morning News

The Morning News has a circulation of 242,928 and serves

a city of 860,732 population in North Central Texas, The paper is
published every morning.

Fleven {uli-time photographers are employed, and the paper
subscribes to the Associated Press wirephcoto service, In addition,
it uses a srraller nwunter of pictures provided v the Copley News
Service, The local photographic staff is on duty in twe shifts from
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p, m, daily. Photographers are provided with

car radics so that they maay communicate with the city desk when on



assignment, The average number of assignments for each phote-
grapher is one to threz per davy,
Terry Walsh, assistant managing editor, is "to go move often than
not with a fealure picture rather than something tied directly to one of
the news storieg." He said,
My own feeling is that this is a resultl of televisien hav-
ing a lot to do with the changing emphagis on news pic-
tares, You can see an zction shot of many events on
the news at 6:00 or 10:00 p. m., and this can have a
negative impact on news pictures when you're follow-
ing up later with a still photograph. It doesn't have
the punch.
Walsh said local pictures and news~service pictures compete
equally for use on page one, although "probably the scales are tilted a
little bit toward local pictures, becauss you know you're the only one
who has it."
Both Wzalsh and Tom Dillard, chici pnotographer, said that
some editors at The Nows fail o use pictures to the fullest extent in

their respective sections, "I don't think we have a proper picture

sense in many cases, said Walsh, He said,

Interview, Terry Walsh, assistant managing editor, and
Tom Dillard, chief photographer, March 30, 1973, All subseguent
information on The Morning News is based on the Walsh-Dillard
interview, without {ootnote atiribution.
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There's a feeling sometimes that pictures aren't as
important a8 geiting rmore fype n,  Ag 2n example,
the sports section sumetimes has ten to twelve nages
of solid type, when there would be room for pictures
or at least mug shots, but they don't seem teo think in
these terms,

Space [or pictures at The News {luctuates considerably,
according to Walsh, "It's either & case of feast, or famine., " Multi-
picture use occurs frequently in the sports and women's section, Walsh
said, and '"semi-regularly" in the general news sections. He said
picture-page use had been rare in the past, but recently special picture
pages have been prepared in advance to place in the paper's general
news secfions when extra pages are available, All of the prepared
picture pages depict soft news events, Walsh said.
Both Walsh and Dillard said that the photographic staff's

strongest area was in fcature pictures. Dillard said,

We've almost quit covering hard-news events. The

great majority of assignments are human interest

pictures, We've quit covering spot crime, auto acci-

dents, fire, murder, and thefts as & general rule,

We'll cover hard-news events only if they're really

big. Naturally we'll go all out on anything big, and

we'll ride it pretty hard, but it's got tc be a good hard-

news story before we'll fiddle with it now.

Walsh said The News uses an averzge of one to two color

pictures per week, which are shot by the local staff. Color pictures

are used primarily in the women's and entertainment section, he said,

Roth sections, in addition, use a srnaller number of color pictures



from syndicates. Walsh said coler photographs are used in general

news sectinong only on special occasion



SURBIFCT-MATTER CONTENT AND SCURCE ANALYSIS OF
PHOTOGRAPHS IN THREE SMALIL-CITY

DAILY NEWSPAPERS

This chapter contains informaticon about the subject-matter
content and source of photographs for the three small~city newspapers,
The datz arve first discussed for each individual paper; a summary of

the cnmbined results icllows,

The Sherrman Democrat

The Demwocrat published a total of 212 pictures during the

survey period,  The majority of the pictures depicted soft-news

events, Of the 215 pictures used, 123 pictures {57 per cent} were

classified ag seoft news, whereas 92 pictures (43 per cenr) were

B

classiffed 25 hard-newe piciures,
Avalysis of the scurce of the 215 pictures showed that the

i the 215 pirtures, 117 pic-

majority were nows-service piotures,
tures {54 per cenll were rews-service. 5% pictures (27 per cent)

wers local, and 40 pmictures {13 per cant) were from other sources,

L

wacrat used the srmallust number of local pictures amaong the

34
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$ix newspapers surveyed, averaging approzimately four pictores per
issue during the survey period.

The percentage of hard-news pictures and soft-news pictures
in relaticn to individeal sources showed that more soft-news piciures
were used in the local picture and 'other' source classifications.
However, under the news-service classification, more hard-news pic-
tures were used.

Of the 117 new's-s ervice pictures, 70 pictures (60 per cent)
were classified as depicting hard-news events, whereas 47 pictures
{40 per cent) depicted soft-news events, Of the 58 pictures taken by
the local staflf, 46 pictures (79 per cent) depicted soft-news events,
whereas 12 pictures (21 per cent) depicted hard-news events, Of
the 40 pictures Irom vther sources, 20 nictures (7Y per cent)
depicted soft-news events, whereas 10 piciures (235 per ceat} depicied
nard-news events,

Analysis of the zource of the onotographs zocording to soft-
and hard-news clagsifications showed that the greatest nurcber used
under both categories were news-gservice pictures,

QFf the 123 pictures classified as soft news, 47 picrures {38
per cent) were news sorvice, 46 pictuves (37 per cent) were local,
and 30 pictures {25 per cent) were from other souwrces. Of the 22

-

picturcs clasaified as hard news, 70 piciures {70 per cent) were news



service, 12 pictures {13 per ceni) were local, 2nd 1IN pictures | (i1
ver cent) were frora other sources,

Analysis of the use of pictures on page one showed that
during the survey period 61 pictures were used, the highest number
.among the six papers surveyed., The total averages approximately
four pictures on page ome per issue, Hard-news pictures slightly
ocutnumbered seft-news pictures on page cne, Of the 61 pictures,

42 pictures (£9 per cent) depicted hard-news events, whereas 19 pic-
tures (31 per cent) depicted soft-news evente, News-service pic-
turecs were used as the source of all pictures but one, The only non-
news-service picture, was a local soft-news photograph., Editors at

The Dernccrat appear to have relied on the news service as the major

source of bollh hard- and soft-news pictures for page one during the
svrvey period, A factor in the large number of page-one pictures was
the use of 20 one-colurnn pictures. The majority of the one-column
pictures were used in a special page-one column devoted {o persons
mentioned in news briefs,

Analysis of the category of multi-picture uge showed that a

total of four instances were recorded during the survev period. Of
the four, 3 (75 per cent} depicted soft-news events and 1 depicted a

hard-news eveni. The single hard-news insiance was based oo news -

scft-news instances, 1 was news service,
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picture coimbinations occurred 2 times in section one, and 2 times in
“other!" secticns. Of the 4 instances of multi-picture use, 3 were
two~cclumn ¢combinations, and 1 involved the use of four or more .
pictures.

The Lernocrat had no instances of picture-page use during

the survey peried.

Analysais of the size-~of-photograph category showed that the
greatest number of pictures were displayed in one-column size, Of
the 215 pictures, there were 96 pictures (45 per cent) in one-column
widths, 63 pictures (29 per cent} in two-column widths, 38 pictures
(18 per cent) ia three-column widths, and 18 pictures (3 pe.r cent) in
widths of four columns or more.

Analysis of the placement-of-pictures categorv showed the
greatest number of pictures appeared in section one with %4 pictures
(44 per cent), followed by 21 pictures (10 per cent) in the sports
section, 38 pictures .(1? per cent} in the women's section, and 52
pictures {29 per cent) in "other' sections. The Democrat did not
run a section devoted primarily to local news, so no data were avail-
able undes that classification.

During the survey perind, there were 54 picturcs used with

cutlines only, representing 25 per cent of the pictures used.
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There were no color photographs published at The Democrat

during the survey period,

-

2
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he Paris News

IThe Mews published a total of 157 photographs during thc—:.
survey period, the lowest total recorded among all the newspapers
surveved.

A major factor in the relatively low number of pictures was
The paper received an average of orly 8 i 10 news-service pictures
daily, which were delivared by bus from Dallas.

Of the 157 tetal, 130 pictures (83 per cent) were classified
as soft news, and 27 pictures {17 per cent) were classified as hard
news.,

Analysis of the source of the 157 pictures showed that 105
pictures (67 per cent} were produced locaily, Only 10 news-service
pictures (& per cent) were used during the survey period. Other
sources provided 42 pictures 27 per cent)

A breakdown of the percentage of hard-news pictures and

o

goft-news pictures acccrding to individual sources showed thut soft-

news pictures were in the majority among 2ll three sources.
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Of the 105 Iocal pictures, $4 picturcs (80 per cent) were
clagsified as soit news, whereas 21 piciures (20 per cent) were clas-
sified as ha rd news, Of the 10 news-~service pictures, % pictures (60
per cent) were classified as g2ft news, whereas 4 pictures (40 per
cent) were clascified as hard news. Of the 42 pictures classified in
the "other' category, 40 pictures (95 per cent) were classified as
soft news, whereas 2 pictures (5 per cent) were classified as hard
news.,

A breakdown of the sources of the 130 soft~-news photographs
showed that 84 pictures (65 per cent) were taken locally, 6 pictures
{4 per cent) were news scrvice, and 40 pictures (31 per cent) werxe
from %other '" sources.

A breakdown of the sources of the 27 hard-news pictures
showed that 21 (78 per cent} were taken locally, 4 pictnres (15 per
cent) were news sevrvice, and Z pictures (7 per cent) were from

"gther!

sources,
Analvsis of the use of pictur on page one saowed that 2
Analy f the use of pictures page one snowed that 28

photographs were used during the survey period, averaging 2 pictures

on page one per issue, Cf the 28 pictures, 18 pictures (64 per cent}

were classified as scft news and 10 pictures (26 peor cent] were classi-
fied as hzred news, The News was the only paper of the 2iw surveyed

which did not have 2 rmalority of hard-news piclures on page one, The
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drastically limited use of news-aervice pictures appezrs to he a major
factor in accounting for the high.perc:entage of soft-news pictures on
page one, although the editor of The News indicated that many times
he would run a local photocgraph before a news-service photograph
regardless of whether it was hard or soft news., The limited use of
news-service pictures wag the moest serious weakness found in The
News' picture coverage. FPhotographic illustrations for stories at
the ztate, nsational, and international level were almest non-
existent. The News divided page-one stories approximeately sven
between local and news-service stories, but only two news~service
pictures appeared on page one during the survey period. Of the two,
both were classified as hard news,

Under the category of multi-picture use, 5 instances were
recorded. Qf the 5, 2 were classified as hard rl1ews and 3 wera
classified as scft news, Two-picture combinations were used 3 times,
whereas three-piciure and four-picture ¢ o;": hinations were used once
each, Two ¢of the ingisnces of mulli-picture use occurred on page
one, ¢ nccurred in section one, and 1 occurred in the sports section,

Undeyr the zavegory of size of pictures, there wers 3% pictures
2Z per cent) used in vne-colurmn widths, €3 pictures {40 per cent)

vsed in two-column widths, 44 pictures (28 per cent) used in three-

column widths, and 15 pictures (10 per cent) wsed in widihs of four
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columns or more. The News was the ouly paper of the six surveyed
which did not have the greatest numher of pictures displaved in one~
coluron widths,

Under the placement-oi-pictures categoryv, €8 pictures (44
per cent} were vsed in saction one, 18 g:?ict‘gres (il per cenﬂt) were
used in the sports section, 38 pictares (24 per cent) were used in the
women's section, and 33 pictures (21 per cent) were used in ’I‘other”
sections. The News did not devote a section entirely to local news,
so no data were recorded for that classification,

The use of Cutline-lonly pictures occurred 13 times during the
survey period, representing 9 per cent of the total numher of pictures
used. Of the 15, 9 caption-only pictures were used on page one,

There were no instances of the use of color photegiraphs or

picture pz2ges during the survey perioed.

The Midland Reporter-Telegram

The Reporter-Telegram published a total of 309 pictures

during the survey period, the largest number among the three small-
city newspapers surveyed. A major factor in the relatively higher

nurnber of pictures was The Revorter-Telegrar's two full-tiime photo-

graphers, rather than the reporter-photographer system used at the

other emall-city newspapers.



Of the 309 pictures, 258 piciures {83 per cent) were
classified as soft-rews pictures, whereas 51 pictures (17 per cent)
were classified as hard news. :

Analysis of the source of ithe 309 pictures showed that the
majority, 179 pictures (58 per cent), were produced locally., The
news service accounted for 91 pictures (29 per cent), and '"other"
sources accounted for 29 pictures (13 per cent).

A breakdown of the percentége of hard-news pictures and soft-
news pictures according to individeal sources showed that soft-news
pictures were in tihe majority in all three classifications.

Of the 179 pictures taken by the local staff, 153 (85 per cent)
were of soft-newe events, whereas 26 pictures (I5 per cent) were of
hard-news events. Of the 91 news-service pictures, 68 pictures (75
per cent) were of soft-news events, whereas 23 pictures (25 per
cent) were of hard-news events. Of the 39 pictures from 'othez"
sources, 37 pictures (95 per cent) were of soft-news events, whereas
Z pictures (5 per cent} were of hard-news cvents,

Analysis of the source of the photographs under the categories
of hard~ and soft-naws piciures showed that the local slta.ff was
responsible for the majority of the pictures in both categories.

Of the 258 soft-news pictures, 133 pictures (60 per cent)

-

were taken locally, 68 pictures (26 per cent) were news sexvice, and



37 pictures (id per cent] were from 'cther'" sources. Of the 51
hard-news pictures, 26 pictures (3] per cent} were taken locally,
23 pictures {45 per cent) were news service, and 2 pictures (4 per

cent}) were from 'othex?

sources.

Analysis of the uvse of pictures on page cne showed :tha’t 25
photographs were used during the survey period, averaging slightly
less than 2 per issue., Of the 25 pictures, 17 pictures (68 per. cent)
were hard news, and 8 pictures (32 per cent) were soft news. A
breakdown of the scurce of photcgraphs used on page one showed that
13 pictures were news service, and 12 were iaken locally. The
majority of both news-service pictures and local pictures used on page

one were of hard-news events, howevar, These figures appear to
b

indicate that editors at The Reporter-Telegram attempted to present

an even balance between local and news-service pictures on page
one, although hard-news photographs were consistently given priority
regardless of the source.

Under the category of multi-picture use, 7 incidents occurred
during the survey pericd. Of the 7, 6 were soft-news events, and 1
was a nard-news event., Of the 7 examples of IHLI'H,.‘.—‘}".{Ctill‘C use, 4
were produced locally and 3 were news-service pictures, Two-
picture cornbinations occurred 4 times, three-picture coembinations

peccurred 2 times, and & four-picture cernbination oce nrired 1 fime,



The use of picture peges occurved 2 times at The Reporter-

Telegram during the survey period. Both picture pages occurred on
page one of the women's section in Sunday issues. Both pages
involved soft-news events and were taken oy the local photographic
staff. -

Under the category of size of pictures, there were 101 pictures
(33 per cent}) used in one-column widths, 96 pictures (31 per cent)
used in two-column widths, 82 pictures (26 per cent} used in three-
column widths, and 30 pictures (10 per cent} used in widths of four
columns or mocre,

Under the placement-of-pictures categery, there were 174
pictures (40 per cent) used in sectior cne, 53 pictures (17 per cent)
used in the sports section, 42 picturcs (22 per cent) uscd in the

women's section, and 64 pictures (21 per cent) used in other!

sections. The Reporter-Telegram, like The Paris News and The

w
Q
=
o
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a
™

Demorrat, ddid not devote a section entirely to local news,
were recorded under that classification.

The use of pictures with cutlines saly occurred 42 times
during the survey period, representing 19 per cent of t‘w total numbex
of pictures used,  Only I cutline-only picture appsared on rage one.

There were no instances of the use of color waotographs during

the survey period,
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Summary

A total of 681 photographs were published during the survey
pericd by the three small-city dailies.

Hypothesis {wo, that local-news pictures depict more soft-
news events than hard-news events, is supported in the case of all
three small-city dailies.

A total of 342 pictures wers taken by the three local staffs
during the survey periocd, Of these, 283 pictures (83 per cent)
depicted soft-news events, whereas 59 pictures (17 per cent)

depicted hard-news events (see Table I},

TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF ILOCAIL PICTURES ACCORDING TO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft MNews Hard News Totz) Piciures

Mo. % No. %

The Paris News 3+t 20 21 20 165
The Repcrter-Telegrain 123 | 8% 26 15 179
The Democrat Aep agy 12 21 58

Totals 283 33 549 17 3472




Of the 105 local pictures at The Taris News, &0 per cent

depicted soft-news events. Of ihe 58 local pictures at The Sherman

Democrat, 79 per cent depicted soft-news events. Of the 179 local

pictures at The Midland Reporter-Telegram, 85 per cent depicted saft-

news events.
Hypothesis three, that news-service pictures wounld provide
the greatest number of hard-news picturas used in the newspapers is

supported by practices at The Democrat, but was rot supported by

practices at The News and The Reporter-Telegram.
K ih Lae P

A total of 170 hard-~news pirtures were used at the three
small-city dailies during the survey period. Of these, 97 piciurcs
(57 per cent) were news service, 59 pictures {35 per cent) -Were local
photographs, and 14 pictures (8 per cent) were from cther sources.

However, the news service was the source for the majority of hard-

news pictures only at The Democrat, The local siaffs accounted for

the majorily of the hard-news pictures at the other two papers (see
Table II).

Of the 92 hard-news pictures at The Democrat, 75 per cent

were news -scrvice pictures. Of the 27 hard-news pictures at The

News, 78 per cent were local pictures. Of the 51 hard-news pictures

at The Reporter-Telegram, 51 per cent were local pictures,




TABLE i1

DISTRIBUTION OF HARD-NEWS PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING
TC SOURCES

News Service Local QOther - Total

No. e No.j % No.t %
The Paris News 4 15 21178 2 71 . 27
The Reporter-Telegram | 23 45 26 |51 2 1 4 51
The Democrat 70 76 12 113 10 {11 %2
Totals 97 57 | 59|35 | 14 |8 170"

Hypothesis four, that there weuld be more hard-news pictures
used on page one than soft-news pictures, is supported by practices

at The Democrat and The Reporter-Tzlegram, but is not supported by

practices at The News,

A total of 114 pictures were used on page one during the
survey perird. Of these, 69 pictures (60 per cent) depicted hard-
news events, whereas 45 pictures (40 per cent} depicted soft~news
events (see Table III). :

Cf the 61 pictures used on page one at The Derocrat, &9 per

cent were of hard-news events., Of the 25 pictures us=d on page one

at The Reporter-Telegram, 68 per cent were of hard-news cveants.
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Of the 28 pictures used on page one at The [«

s oft-news events,

TABLE I

DISTRIBUTION OF PACE-OI PICTURES ACCCRDING
TO SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENRT

Hard News Soit News| Tectal Pictures
No. | % No. | %
';
The Paris News 10 36 1% 64 28
The Reporter-Telegram 17 68 8 32 25
The Democrat 42 59 19 131 61
Totals 65 61 45 39 4. 114

The News was the only paper of the six surveyed which: used

more soft-news than hard-news pictures on page one., Analysis of
the source of the hard-news pictures on page one shewed that The

v of pictures used

News relied on its local staff to provide the mejorit

on page one, whercas The Democrat and The Reporter-Telegram both

2

used more news-service pictures than local pictures or pictures {rom
cther sources on page one,
Hypothesis five, that gicture-page and mulii-picture layouts

w ould be deveied vrimarily to soft-news events rather than to hard-



news events, is sunported By practices at all three of the small-city
dailies surveyed,

A.total of 16 instances of multi-picture use occurred during
the survey pericd, Of these, 12 instances (75 per cent) depicted soft-
news events, whereas 4 instances (25 per cenfdepicted tard-news

events {(see Table IV).

TABILE 1V

DISTRIEUTION OF MULTI-PICTURE USE ACCORDING TGO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Scit News Hard News Total
-
No. % No, Tﬂ
The News 3| 80 2 | 40 5
The Reporter-Telegram 6 86 1 14 7
The Democrat . 3 75 1 25 4
Totals 12 75 4 25 16

Of the 5 instances of multi-picture use at The News, 60 per

cent depicted soft-news events. Of the 7 instances of multi-picture

use at The Reporter-Telegram, 86 per cent depicted soft news events,

Of the 4 instances of multi-picture use at The Democrat, 75 per cent

depicted sofi-news evenlis,



Cnly one of the three small-city dailies surveyed, The

Reporter-Telegramn, piblished picture pages during the survey period.

Qf the 2 picture pagss it used, both depicted soft-news events {see

TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF PICTURE PAGES ACCORDING TO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News Total

No. Ty No. Ya

The Paris News v 0 0
The Reporter-Telegran 2 100 0 ¢
The Democrat 0 0 0

Totals 2 & 0

Analysis of the source-of-photegraph data on the three small-

city dailies indicated that more local pictures were used than news-

Reporter-Telegram, The Democrat, however, used more news-~

service pictures, although its editor indicated that the paper's reliance
on news-gservice pictures was more a result of an inexperienced sialf

than that cf choice,.



Of the 581 photographs published av the three small-city
dailies, 342 piciures (50 ner cent) weve local pictures, 212 pictures
{32 per cent) were news service, and i21 pictures (18 per cent)

were from other sources (see Table VI).

TABLE VI

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TC SOQUKCES

l.ocal News Service Other Total
]
No.| % Ne. A No.| %
The Paris News 05 {167 10 7 42 1 26 157
The Reporter-Telegram 179 1 5% 91 29 36 | 13 309
The Democrat 5827 | 17| 34 | 40 f19] 218
Totals 342 | 50 218 .32 121 | I8 681

Cf the 157 pictures used 2t The News, 67 per cent were taken

locally, Of the 309 pictures used at The Reporter-Telegram, 58 per

1

cent were taken localily., Of the 215 pictures used at The Democrat,

the greatest number, 54 per cent, were news-service Pictures.
In the size-cf-photograph category, a definite direction

appeared at The Reporier-Telegram and The Dernocrat. (On both

papers, 25 the gize of a picture increased, the freguency of it8 use
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decreased., This direction was supporied in all four sizes on the
papers mentioned above, This direction also appeared at The News.
in all but the one-columm classification, where fewer cne-column pic-
tures were used than either two-column or three-column pictures,

The totals of the three small-city dailies were 232 one-column pictures
(34 per cent}, 222 two-colurun pictures {32 per cent), 164 three-

column pictures (25 per cent), and 63 pictures of four column widths

or more (9 per cent} (sce Table VII).

TABLE VI

DISTRIBUTION CF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO
COLUMN WIDTHS

One Two Three Four Total
Column Column Column Column

No. Yo No. % 1 No. To No. ' %

The Paris News 35 22 63 49 44 | 28 15 {10 157

The Reporter-
Telegram 101§ 32 26 21 82 | 27 30 |10 309

The Democrat 36 1 45 53 29 3 i8 18

oo
D2
feret
()}

Totals 232 135 |232 32 1 164 ;24 63 9 681




Analysis of the placement-of-photeograph category showed
that all three small-city dailies used the greatest number of pictures
in section one. The combined totals for picture placement on the
three small-city dailies showed that 296 pictures were used in section
_orie (43 per cent), 92 piciures {13 per cent} were used in the sports
sections, 144 pictures (21 per cent} were used in wormen's sections,
and 159 pictures (23 per cent) were used in other sections (see

Table VIII).

TABLE VIII

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO PLACEMENT

Section QOne [l.ocal {Sports | Women| Other [Total
—tm

No. 9, INo. % INod % | No.| % | No.| %

The Paris News 638 43 - VI8 11| 3824} 33211 157
The Reporter-

Telegram 124 40 - 83117168122 6421 3C9
The Democrat 94 44 -~ 21| 10| 3817} 8229 215
Totals 1296 43 - 92 ;131144 )21 159|123 | 681

The use of pictures with cutlines only occurred & total of 111
times during the survey pariod, representing 16 per cent of the pic-

tures puhlished., Cutline-only use did not occur heavily on any of the
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papers surveyed. Of the pictures used at The Democrat, 24 per

LI

cent were cutline-oniy. Of the 309 pictures used at The Reporter-

Telegrar, 13 oer cent were catliae-~only, Of the 157 pictures used at

The Paris News, @ per cent were cutline-only {see Table IX}). There

appeared to be no discernable direction in the use of zutline-only pic-
tures on the three small-city dailies, They occurred througheout the
papers, and were not a dominant characteristic of any single section of

the newspapers.

TABLE IX

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS USFD WITH CUT LINES

ONLY
Cutline Only With Story Total
No, T No. %
The Paris News 15 10 142 99 157
The Renortar-Telegram 42 14 267 86 3909
The Democrat | 54 25 161 .75 21
Totais 111 16 570 B4 £81

The use of colur photographs in news sections did not cccur

at any of the small-city dailies during the zurvey veriod. FEditors at



all three newspapers indics

except in the case of specialil

m

'd that they dia not use color photogiaphs

7 prepared zds,

/

(84}



CHAPTER IV

SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT AND SOURCE ANALYSIS OF
PHOTOGRAFPHS IN THREE METROPOLITAN

DAILY NEWSFAPERS

This chapter contains information about the subject-matter

content and source of photographs for the three metropolitan news -

papers. The data are first discussed for each individual newspaper;

a summary of the combined results follows.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The Star-Telegram published a total of 560 phetographs

during the survey period.

Of the 560 victures used, the raajority depicted soft~news
eveuts. A total of 455 pictures (81l per cent) were classified ag
soft news, wher2as 105 pictures {19 per cent) were classified as
hard-news pictures.

Analysie of the source of the 560 photographs E;howed that
245 pictures (44 per cent) were produced by the local staif. The
news service accounted for 174 pictures (31 per cent}, and "other"

nurces accounted for 141 pictures (28 per cent),

471
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A breakdown of the percentage of hard-news pictures and’
goft-news pictures according to individval scurces showed that soft-
news pictures were in the majority among all three sources,

Of the 245 pictures taken vy the local staff, 232 pictures (9%
per cent) depicted soft-news evente, whert:-a.s 13 pictures (-5 per
cent) depicted hard-news events. Of the 174 news-service pictares,
8% pictures (51 per cent) depicted soft-news events, whereas 35 pic~
tures (49 per cent) depicted hard-news events, Of the 141 piciures
from ‘'other' scurces, 134 pictures (95 per cent) depicted soft-news
events, whereas 7 pictures (5 per cent} depicted hard-news events,

Analysis of the source of the photographs under the soft- and

hard-news classification showed that the Jocal stalf was responsible for

¢l

the greateat number of scft-news pictures, and the news service was
responsible for the greatest number cf hard-news pictures,

Of the-455 pictures classified as soft news, 232 pictures (51
per cent) were taken by the local staff, 89 pictures (20 per cent) were
from the news service, and 134 pictures (29 per cent) were from

Y"other sources,

Of the 105 pictures classified as hard news, 13 pictures (12 per

cent) were taken by the local staff, 85 pictures (81 per cent} were
from news sarvices, aand 7 pictures (7 per cent) wzre from 'Yother”

sgurces.
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Analysis of the use of photugraphs on page ¢ne during the
survey period showed that 26 pictures were published, averaging
slightly fewer than ¢ pictures on page one per issue, Hard-news
pictures sltightly cutnumbered soft-news pictures oa page one during
_the period. Of the 26 page-one pictares, 14 pictures (54 per cent)
depicted hard-news events, whezeas 12 pictures {46 per cent)
depicted soft-news events. The source of the greatest number of
pictures used on page one was the news service with 16 (6] per cent). Of
these, 13 were classified as hard-news pictures, whereas 3 were
classified as solt-nows pictures. The local staif accounted for 6
pictures on page one (23 per cent). Of the §, 5 depicted soft-news
events, and ! depicted a hard-news event, Four pictures (16 per
cent) came from other sources, Of the 4, all depicied soft-news

events. KEditers at The Star-Telegram appeared tc rely on news-

service pictures as the source for the majority of the hard-news
pictures used on page one during the survey period,

Under the category of multi-picture use, a toial of 17
instances were recorded during the survey period. The majority of
the instances of multi-picture use depicted soft~-news events. Of the
17 instances of multi-picture nse, only one multi-picture combination
depicted 2 hard-news event, whereas 1§ depicted scofi-news events.

The single hard-news event was based on news-service pictures, Of
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the 16 remaining sofi-news ins;tanceé, 12 were taken by local photo-
graphers and 4 were vassd vl news~service pictures.  rlacement orf
the multi-picture combinations occurred & times in the women's sec-
tion, 5 times in the sports section, and 4 times in general news sec~
tions. Concerning size cf the multi-picture combinations, there
were 7 instances of two-picture use, 5 instances of three-picture use,
and 5 instances of the use of four or more pictures.

There were 2 inslances of the use of picture pages during the
survey period. Both instances depicted soft-news events. Both pic.—
ture pages occurred in Sunday newspapers, 1 on the first page of the
amusement section, and the other on the first page of the women's sec-
tion,

During the survey period there were 3 instances of the use of
color photcgraphs in news sections, All of the iastances depicted soft-
news events and occurred in the women's section. Two of the three
instances involved mulfi-picture use and were produced by local
photographers, whereas the third was prcduced by 'other™ sources,

Analysis of the size—of—piétures category showed that the
greatest number of picturcs were displayed in one-column widths,
Totals for the four classifications of size are: one-column pictures,
305 (54 per cent); two-column pictures, 113 {21 per ceat); three-

column pictures, 101 (18 per cent); and pictures in sizes of {our



cclurans cr more, 41 {7 per cent). A major factor in the greater

number of pictures in one-column sizes appeared to be The Star-

Tei.eg%js heavy use of one-half-column pictures in a column
devoted io news briefs on personalities in the news, which was run
regularly on pag= two or three of each issue, This feature ‘may
include as many as 12 one-half-column pictures.

Analysis of the placement category showed that the gréatest
number of pictures, lB'f (33 per cent), appeared in section one, fol-
lowed by 162 pictures (29 per cent) in the women's section, 72 pic-
tures (13 per cent)} in the sports section, and 139 pictures (25 per
cent) in "other' sections.

The use of pictures with captions only occurred 54 fimeS

during the survey period, representing 9 per cent of the total number

of pictures used.

The Houston Chronicle

The C‘nroniclle published a total of 740 pictures during the
survey period. ‘The majority of the pictures depicied soft-news
events,

Of the 740 total, there were 58! pictures (79 per cent)
classificd as soft news, and 159 pictures (21 per cent} classified as

nard news.
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Analysis of the source of the 740 photographs showed that the
news services were the source of the greatest number of pictures.
Of the 740 pictures, 207 pictures (42 per cent) were produced by
news services, 237 pictures (32 ner cent) were local, and 195 pic-

tures (26 per cent) were from 'other' scurces. The Chronicle

was the only paper among the three metropolitan newspapers which
used more news~saervice pictures than pictures preduced by its local
staff.

A breakdown of the percentage of hard-news pictures and
soft-news pictures according to individual sources showed that all
three sources prodaced more soft-news pictures than hard-news pic-
tures,

(Gf the 237 pictures produced by the local staff, 206 pictures
{87 per cent) depicted soft-news events, whereas 31 pictures (13
per cernt} depictad hard-news events. Of the 307 news-service pic-
tures, 196 pictures (64 per cent)! depicted soft-news zvents, com-
pared with 111 pictures (36 per cent} which depicted hard-news
events, Of the 196 pictures from '"other' sources, 179 pictures

Q1 per ceat) denicted soft-news events, wherens 17 pictures (9 pex

o~

cent) depicted hard-news evenis,
Analysis of the source of the photographs under the categor-

jez of soft and hard news showed that the local staff was respoasible
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for the greatest number of soft-news pictures, and the news services
were responsibie for the greatest number of hard-niews pictures.

Of the 581 pictures classified as soft news, 206 pictures (35
per cent) were taken by the local staff, 196 pictures (34 per cent)
were produced by news services, and 179 pictures (31 per cent) were
from cther sources,

Cf the 159 picltures classified as hard news, 31 pictures (19
per cent) were taken b‘iJ’ the local staff, 111 pictures (70 per cent)
were from news services, and 17 pictures (l1l per cent) were {rom
other sources.

Analysis of the usel of picturcs on page one showed that 3¢
photographs were used during the survey period. The majority of
the pictures ou page one depicted hard-news events. Of the 36 pic-
tures used, 23 pictures {64 per cent) were classified as hard-news
pictures, whereas 13 (36 per cent) were classified as soft-news pic-
tures. The scurce of the greatest number of pictures used vn page
one was the news service with 20 pictures (55 per cent). Of the
20 news-scervice pictures, 15 (75 per cent) werec hard-rews and %
were coft news. The local staff accounted for 11 picrures (31 perx
cent}, Of the 11 pictures, 6 were classificd as soft news and 5
were classifiad as hard-news, Five pictures {14 per cent) used on

page one were frora "other'! sources, Cf the 5 pictures, 3 were
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hard news and 2 were soft news. Editors at The Chronicle appéared
to rely on news-~gervice pictures for the majorily of the hard-news
photographs used on page one during the survey period.

Analysis of the use of mmulti-picture cornbinations showed
. that there were 56 instances during the survey peried. The majority
depicted soft-news events, Of the 56 instances of multi-picture use,
50 (89 per cent) involved soft news events, whereas 6 (11 per cent)
depicted hard-news events. Of the 6 hard-news instances, 4 were
produced by the news service and 2 were local. Of the 50 remaining .
instances, 22 were local, 13 were news-service pictures, and 11
were from other sources. The greatest number of multi-picture
combinations occurred in the women's section with 19. There were
16 instances of multi~-picture use in general news sections, 15
instances in the spowts section,and 6 in other sectiors. Concerning
the number of pictures used, there were 27 instances of two-picture
combinations, 12 instances of three-picture combinations, and 17
instances of combinations using 4 or more pictures.

During the survey period, there were no instances of the use

of picture pages at The Chroanicle,

The use of color pictures in news sections sccurred 5 tirnes,

all the the women's section and all depicting soft-news events. Four
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of the 5 instances of color pictures wese iaken by the local staff, and
1 was from other sources,

analysis of the category of piciure size showed that the

majority of photographs were dizplaved in one-columm widths., There
were 306 pictures (41 per cent) in one-column widths, 182 pictures
(25 per cent} in two-column widths, 188 pictures (25 per cent} in
three-colunmn widths, and 64 pictures (9 per cent) in widths of four

columns or more. The Chronicle was the only paper among the three

metropolitan papers which used miore three-column pictures than iwo-
column pictures., A major factor in the nze of more three-column
pictures appears to be ihe role played by the full-tinve picture editor,
who determices the size for the majority of pictures in the paper,
and who indicated he preferred to run pictures as large as possihle
whenever space pexmiftted,

Analysis of the placement-of-pictures category showed that

the majority of pictures appeared in “other? sectiuns of the paper,

-
3
/]

only newepaper among the sizx surveyed which did not have the

majority of pictures used in sectlon one, A major facior in the use of

4

more pictures in the ‘other' category may he atiributed to The

‘hronicie's subs

antially greator number of pages per isaune than the

other two metropolitan newspapers., The Chronicle failed to devaote an
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individual section to iocal news, sou no data werc available for that
classification,

The use of pictures with captions only vccurred 200 times
during the survey period, representing 27 par cent of the total number
of pictures used, This was the highest percentage among the six

newspapsrs surveyed,

The Dallzg Morning News

The Morning News published a total of 524 pictures during

the survey pariod. The majority of the pictures were classified as
soft-news pictures,

Of the 594 pictures, there were 491 picinres (83 per cent)
classified as soft-news pictures and 103 pictures (17 per cent) clagsi-
fied as hard-news pictures,

Analysis of the source of the 594 pictures showed that the
greatest nurmnber of pictures came from "other" sources, Phere
were 235 pictures {40 per cent) classified as coming from other
sources, 184 pictures (31 per cent) by the locai staff, and 173 pic-.
tures (29 per cent}) from the news service,

Analysis of the percentage of hard-news and soft-news pic-

tures according to individaal sources showed that all three sources

preduced mere soft-news pictures than hard-news pictures.
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Of the 186 pictures taken by the local stzff, 166 pictures (89
per cent) depicted soft-news events, whereas 20 pictures (11 per
cent) depicted hard-news events. Of the 173 news-service pictures,
96 {55 per cent) depicted soft-news events, whereas 77 pictures_ {43
_ pér cent) depicted hard-news events, Of the 235 pictures from
‘other” scurces, 229 pictures (97 per cent) depicted soft-news
events, whereas 6 pictures (3 per cent) depicted hard-news events.

Anaiysis of the source of photographs under the individual
categories of soft and hard news showed that the ‘'other" i:ategory
contributed the greatest number of soft-news pictures, and the news
service contributed the greatest number of hard-news pictures,

Of the 421 pictures classificd ag soft news, 229 pictures
{47 per cent) czame from "other" sources, 165 pictures (34 per
cent) were local, and 96 pictures {19 per cent) were news service,

Of the 103 pictures clessified as hard news, 77 pictares (75
per cent} were from news services, 40 pictures (19 per cent) ware
local, and 6 pictures (6 per cent) were from '"other' sources.

Analysis of the use of piciures on page one showed that 45
pictures were published during the survey period, the lowest of the
three metropolitan newspapers surveyed., The majority of the page-
one pictures depicted hard-news events, Of the 25 pictuces, 14 (56

per cent} werce clagsiied as hard-news pictures, whereas 11 pictures
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the greatest number of pictures used on page one was *ho news sar-

¢

vice, which accounted for 14 pictures (56 per cent). Of the 14 news-
service piétures, 10 were classified as hard-news pictures, and 4
were classified as soft~news pictures. The local staff accounted for
11 pictures on page one. Four were classified as hard news, whereas
7 were classified as soft news, Editors at The News appeared to rely
on the news service to provide the greatest number of hard-news
pictures on page one during the survey period,

Analysis of the multi-picture cztegery showed that there wers
35 instances of multi-picture use during the survey period. The
greatest number of instances, 31 (89 per cent), depicted soft-news
events, whereas there were 4 instances {11 per cent) depicting hard-
news events, Of the 4 hard-news instances, 3 were taken by the
rews service, and I was by the local statff, Of the remaining 31 soft-
news instances, the greatest number, 16 (51 per cent} were from
"other' sources, 1t were local, and 4 were news~-service pictures.
The greatest number of multi-picture comrsinations occurred in the
vomen's section with 16. There were 10 instances of multi-picture
uee in section one, 4 in the sports section, 3 in 'other' seciions,
and Z in the local section. The most frequently used multi-picture

comwbination was the three-picture combination which cccurred 6 times.
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Two-picture combinations occurred 5 times, and cemhbinations tﬁ
four pictures or mcre occurred 4 tunes.

The use of picture pages ovcurred three times during the
survey period. Two of the instances, both produced by ‘'other™
. gources, occurred in the women's section and depicted soft-news
events. The third picture page occurred in a general-news section
and was based on news-gervice pictures,

During the survey period, there were 4 instances of the use
of color pictures, all in the women's section. All 4 instances
depicted soft-news events, Three of the instances involved pictures
from “other" sources, whereas the fourth was by the local staff.

uUnder the category of picture size, the greaiest number of
pictures, 258 (43 per cent}, were of one-column width. There were
180 pictures {31 per cent) in two-cclumn widths, 113 pictures (19
per cent) in three-column widths, and 43 pictures (7 per cent) in
widths of four cclumns or more,

Analysis of the placement-~of-pictures category showed that

the greatest nuwmber of pictures, 191 (32 per cent), were usecd in

+

AR

section one. Therc were 71 pictures (1

N

per cent} in the local sec-
tion, 69 pictures {12 per cent) in the sports section, 139 pictures
(23 per cent} in the women's section, and 124 pictures (41 per cent)

in ‘'sther” sections,



69

fherz were 109 instarnces of the use of pilctures with captions

per cent of ajl

the pictures used.

Summary

A total of 1,894 pictures were published during the survey
period by the t.hree metropolitan newspapers.

Hypothesis two, that local-news pictures depict more scft-
news events than hard~news events, 1s supported in the case of all
three metropolitan newspapers.

A total of 668 pictures were produced by the three local
staffs during the survey perind, Of these, 604 pictures (90 per cent)
depicted soft-news evenis, whersas 64 pictures {10 per cent)

depicted hard-news events (see Table X).

Cf the 245 pictuves taken locally at The Fort ‘Warth Star-
Telegram, 95 par cent were of soft-news events. Of the 237 pictures
taken locally at The Houston Chronicle, 87 per cent were of soft-news

events. Of the 186 pictures taken locally at The Datlas Morning News,

8% per cent were of soft-news events.
Hypothesis three, that news-service pictures would provide

the gveatest number of hard-news plctures used in the newspapers, iz

supported in the case of ull thrae melvopolitan newspapers.



TARLY X
DISTRIBUTION OF LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING
TQO SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News Total
No. s No., %
The Star-Telegram 232 | 9% 13 5 245
The Chronicle 206 | 87 31 13 237
The Morning News 166 | 89 20 § 11 186
Totals 604 | 90 64 10 668

A total of 357 hard-rews pictures were used at the three
metropolitan newspapers during the survey period. Of thesc, 273
pictures (75 per cent) werec classified as news-service pictures, 64
pictures (.7 per cent) were local photograpks, and 30 pictures
(8 per cent) were from other sources (see Table XI).

Of the 105 hard-news pictures at The Star-Telegram, 80 per

cent were news-service pictures, Of the 159 hard-news pictures at

The Chronicle, 70 per cent were news-service pictures., Of the 103

hard-news pictures at The Morning News, 75 per cent were news -

service pictures.



TABLE XI

DISTRIBUTION OF HARD-NIZWS PICTURES ACCORDING
TO SQUECES

News Service Local Cther Total
No. %, No.i % |Neo. i"%
The Star-Telegram 85 31 13 11 7 8. 105
The Chronicle , 111 70 31 19 17 {11 1.59I
The Morning News il 75 | 20 19¢ 6 | 6] 103
Totals 273 75 64 17 {30 8 367

Hypothesis four, that there would be more hard-news pictures
used on page one than soft-news pictures, is supported in the case of
all three rnetropolitan newspapers.

& total of 87 pictures werce used on page one during the survey
pericd on the three metropolitan newspapers. Of ithese, 51 pictures
{59 per cent) depicted hard-news events, whereas 36 piciures (41
per cent} depicted soft-news events (sce Table XII).

Of the 26 pictures used on page one at The Star-Telegram, 53

per cent depicted hard-news events. Of the 36 pictures used on page

one at The Chronicle, 63 per cent depicted hard-news evernts, Of
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the 25 pictures used on page one a2t The Morning News, 56 per cent

depicied hardenews svents,

TABLE XIi

DISTRIBUTION OF PAGE-ONE PICTURES ACCORDING TO.
SUBJECT-MATVTER CUNTENT

Hard News Soft News Total
No. % No. %
The Star-Telegram 14 54 12 46 26
The Chronicle 23 64 13 36 36
The Morning News 14 56 31 44 25
Totals 51 59 36 41 87

Analysis of the source of the hard-news pictures on page one

showed that all three metropolitan pewspapers relied on news-service

pictures for the greatest number of hard-news pictures on page one.

The percentage of hard-news and soft-news pictures used on page one

at all three newspapers was approximately evenly distributed between

hard- and soft-news pictures, indicating ihat possibly editors at the

metropelitan papers attempted to present a miore balanced combination

of hard- and sofi-news pictures to readers.

At the th

ee sraall-city
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dailies, the distribution of hard- and seft-news piciures was more
wicdely divided,

Hypothesis five, that picture-page and multi-picture layouts
would be deveted prirmarily to scft-news events rather than hard-news
events, is supported at all three metropolitan newspapers.

A tctal of 108 instances of multi-picture use occurred at the
three metropolitan newspapers. Of these, 97 instances (30 per cent)
depicted soft-news events, whereas 11 instances {10 per cent)

depicted hard-news events (see Table XIII).

TARLE XIIL

DISTRIBUTION OF MULT!-PICTURE USE ACCORDING TO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News Total

No, l T No. %
The Star-Telegram 15 94 1 6 17
The Chronicle 50 &9 6 11 56
The Morning News 31 89 4 1! 35
Totals 97 | 90 11} 1o 108

Qf the 17 instances of multi-picture use at The Stzr-Telegram,

94 per cent depicted sofi-news events, Qf the 53 instances of ronalti-
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picture vse at The Chronicle, B9 per cent depicted soft news events,

Of the 35 instances of multi-picture use at The Dallas Morning News,

89 per cent depicted soft-news events.
A totzl of 5 picture pages were used at the three metropolitan
newspapers during the survey period. f these, all 5 depicted soft-

news events {see Table X1V},

TABLE XIV

DISTRIBUTICN OF PICTURE PAGES ACCORDING TO SUBJECT -
MATTER CONTENT

Soft News - Hard News Total
No, o No, T
The Star-Telegram 2 100 0 2
The Chronicle { 0 0
The Morning News 3 100 0 3
Totals 5 1G0 0 5

Analysis of the scurce-of-photograph data on the three

+

metropolitan newspapers indicated that only one pezper, The Star-
Telegrani, used more local pictures than pictures from the other two

sources. The Chronicle showed the greatest number of pictures in




the news-service categoery, whereas The Mourning News showed the

greatest number of pictures in the 'other" category (see Table XV).

TABLE XV

- DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO SOURCES

Lecal News Service Other Total
No. | % No. % No. ) % -
The Star~-Telegram 245 144 114 31 14 | 25 560
The Chronicle 237 |32 | 307 41 196 | 27| 740
The Morning News 186 31 | 173 29 235 140 | 5%4
Totals 668 135 654 35 572 {1 30| 1894
I

A combined tetal of 1, 894 pictures were veed by the three
papers. Of these, 668 pictures {35 per cent) were classified as local
pictures, 654 pictures (35 per cent) were news-service pictures, and
572 pictures (30 per ceunt} were from other sources,

Of the 560 pictures used at The Star-Telegram, local pic-

tures accounted for 44 per cent of the total, (Cf the 740 pictures used

at The Cheonicle, news-service pictures accounted for 41! per cent of

[N

the total. Of the £94 pictures used at The Morning News, pictures

from ''other" snources accounted for 40 per cent of the total.



In the categeory of vhotograph size, a definite practice
SUTY r ETal ’ ¢

appeared at The Star-Telegram and The Morning News, On these

two papers, as the size of a photograph increased, the fregquency of its

nse decreased, This practice also appeared on The Chronicle in all

but the three-column size., At The Chronicle, three-column pictures

outnumbered two-cclumn pictures. The increased use of three-

column sizes at The Chronicle is probably a result of the paper's having

a full-time picture editor, who is responsible for determining the size
of the majority cf the pictures in the paper, and who indicated that he
preferred to display pictures as large as possible whenever space per-

mitted (see Table XVI).

TABLE XVI

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCCRDING TO COLUMN

WIDTHS
One Two Three Four Total
Ceolumn | Column Column Colurnn
o, o No. To No, 7% Nao, e
The Star-Telegram {305 | 54 113 121 101 |18 § 4117 560
The Chraonicle 306 | 41 182 } 25 185 | 25 64| 9 750
‘The Morning Naews |258 7 43 180 | 32 113118 317 564
i
T otals 89 | 46 475 ;25 40z (21 1421 8 i 1894




Of the 1, 334 pictures used at the three metropolitan papers,
there were 869 pictures (46 per cent) used in vne-colaran sizes, 475
pictures (25 per cent) used in two-colurmn sizes, 402 pictures {21
per cent} used in three-colurnn sizes, and 148 pictures (8 per cent)
used in sizes of four columns or more.

Analysis of the placement of photegrapha showed that the

greatest number of pictures appeared in section one at The Star-

Telegram and The Morning News, but at The Chronicle the greatest

number of pictures appeared in "other' sections, The combined
totals for picture placement at the three metropolitan papers showed
that 601 pictures (31 per cent) appeared in section one, 71 pictures
{4 per cent) appeared in local sections, 265 picteres {14 per cent)
appeared in sports sections, 413 pictures (22 pexr cent} appeared in
women'’s sections, and 546 pictures (29 per cent) appeared in other
sections ({see ’];‘able XVII).

The use of pictures with cutlines only occurred 263 times
during the survey period on the three metronolitan dailie's, repre-
sentiag 1Y nex cent of ike total rumber of piclures published. ©f the

560 pictures published at The Star-Telegrara, 54 piciurzs {10 per

o Z

cent) occurred with cutlines only., Of the 740 pictures pubtlished at

The Heuston Chronicle, 200 pictures (27 per nent) oceonrred with




TARLE XVil

78

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTCGRADPHS ACCORDING TO PLACEMENT

Section Cne { Local |[Sperts |Women {Otner [T'otal
No. 'jf!_l Mo ‘.‘”c No, U;o No. 0,70 Wo. %
The Stax-

Telegram 187 33 77113 [162 §29 1139 {25} 560
The Chronicle Z23 30 122 117 {112 |15 {283 138 740
The Morning .

News 191 32371412 | 69 (11 1139124 1124121 594

Totals 546 31171 | 4 1263 |14 {41322 |546 (2911894
}

cutlines only,

Of the 594 pictures published at The Merning News,

109 pictares (18 per cent) occurred with cutlines only (see Table

XVIII).

There appeared to be no discernable direction in the use of

cutline-only pictures on the three metropolitan dailies.

The use of color pictures in news sections occurred 2 total of

12 times during the survey period at the three metropolitan dailies,

v

All 12 of the instances depicted soft-news events and occurred in the

women's section of the newspapers

(see Table XIX).
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TABLE XVIIi

DISTRIBUTION OF PHCTOGRAPHS USED WITH CUT LINES ONLY

Cutlines Pictures Total

Only With Stories

No. % No. o,
The Star-Telegram 54 10 506 90 | 560
The Chronicle , 200 27 540 73 740
The Morning News 109 18 485 82 _594
Totals 363 19 1531 81 1894

TABLE XIX

DISTRIBUTION OF COLOR PEHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News Total
No. o No, Yo
The Star-Telegram 3 | 100 o i . 3
The Chronicle 5 1G6 O 5
The Morning News _4 180 0 4
Totals i2 100 ¢ 12




CHAPTER V

e

COMPARISON OF SMALL-CITY AND METROPOLITAN

This chapter contains a discussion of the gmall-city and
metropelitan newspapers based on the collected data and the five
hypotheses stated in the introduction. A discussion of hypotheses
two, three, four, and five is presented first, Analysis of additional

data is then presented, followed by a discussion of hypothesis one.

Discussion of Hypotheses

Hywnothesis two, that local-news pictures depict more soft-
news events than hard-news events, i3 supported by pracrices at the
three metropolitan papers and the three srnall-city papers, A total
0f 1,610 local pictures were published at the six newspapers during
the survey period, Cf these, 837 pictures {88 per cent} depicted
soft-news avents, whereas [23 pictures (12 per cent) depicied
hard-news avents,
1iree metropeiitan

Of the 668 pictures published at the

dailies, 004 pictures (90 per centy were soft-news pictures. Of the



342 pictures published at the three small-city dailies, 283 pictures

(83 per cent) were soft-news pictures (sec Table XX),

TABLE XX

DISTRIEUTION OF LOCAL PICTURES ACCORDING TO -
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News | Total

No, T No. 7%
Metropolitan Dailies €04 90 64 10 668
Small-City Dailies _ 283 83 59 17 242
Totals 887 38 123 i2 1010

Hypothesis three, that news-service picturces would provide
the greatest number of hard-news pictures used at the newspapers, is
supported by practices at the three metrepolitan newspapers and The

sherman Democrat, The hypothesis was not supported by practices

at The Paris News and The Midland Reporter-Telegram, which both

used more Jocal hard-news pictures than hard-news pictures from the
aews service, An important factor in the iwo papers' use of more
igcal hard-news pictures appears to be the individual philosophies of

the editors., At beth papers, editors s=zid they considered one of

their major funciions to be the presentaticn of local news and pictures,



]
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ei largey, competing papers had a ralatively high veadership in

bus
O
(]

their respective cities,

A total of 537 hard-news pictures were publisked by the six
newspapers during the survey period. Of these, 370 pictures (69
_per cent) were news service, 123 'pictures (23 per cent) were local
pictures and 44 pictures (8 per cent} were from other sources (see

Table XXI).

TABLE XXI

DISTRIBUTION OF HARD-NEWS PICTURES ACCORDING TO

SOURCES
News Service L.ccal Other Total
NO. % No. (;O NO. 070
Metropolitan Dailies 273 75 64417 | 30 8 367
Small -City Dailies 97 57 59435 | 14418 179
Totals 370 69 123123 44 | 8 537

Of the 367 hard~news picturcs used at the three metropolitan
dailies, 273 pictures (75 per cent) were from news services, 64
nictures (17 per cent) were local pictures, and 30 pictures (& per

cent) were fromn other sources, Of the 170 hard-news piciurcs used

at the thrzs smali-city dzilies, 97 pictures (57 per cent) were irom
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news services, 59 pictures (35 per cent) were local pictures, and 14
pictures (8 per cent) were from other sources.

Hypothesis four, that there would be more hard-news piciures

used on page one than soft-news pictures, is supported by practices at

the three metropolitan newspapers, The Sherman Democrat and The

Midland Reporter-Telegram, The hypothesis was not supported by

practices at The Paris News, which used rmore soft-news nictures on

page one., A major factor in the paper's limited use of hard-news pic-
tures on page ore might be the paper's lirmited access to news-service
pictures, IHowever, znother important factor appears to be the pre-
ference of the editor, who indicated that he would stress a local pic-
ture, elther hard news or seoft news, over a news-service picture most
of the time,

A total of 201 pictures were used on page one at the six news-
papers during the survey period. Of these, 120 pictures (60 per
cent) depicted hard-news events, whereas 81 pictures (40 per cent)
depicted soft-news events {see Table XXII).

Of the 87 pictures used on page one al the three metropolitan
papers, Hl (59 per cent) were hard news., Of the ‘.14. pictures used
on page one at the three-small city newspapers, 69 pictures (61 per

cent) were hard news,



TABLE XXII

DISTRIBUTION OF PAGE-CONF PICTUREE ACCORDING T0O
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Hard News Soft News Tewal

No, ' O/.‘o No. 0;0 i
Metropolitan Dailies 51 59 36 41 87
Small-City Dailies : _69 61 45 | 39 114
Totals 120 60 gl 40 201

Analysis of the source of pictures on page one showed that the
news service was the major source for the three metropolitan papers,

The Sherman Democrat and The Midland Reporter-Telegram. The

Paris News used raore local pictures,

Hypothesis five, that picture-page and multi-picture layouats
would be devoted primarily to soft-news eveuts rather than hard-news
events is supportzd by practices at the three metropolitan papers and
the three small-city papers.

In the case of picture pages, a total of seven i?stances

occurred at the six papers during the survey period. Of these,

all severn depicted soft-news cvents (see Table XXIII). There were
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5 insfances of pictures pages at the meiropolitan newspapers, and 2

instances at the emall-city dalilies,

TABLE ¥XIiI

DISTRIBUTION OF PICTURE FAGES ACCORDING TO
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

Soft News Hard News Total
No.i % No. %
Metropolitan Dailies 5 100 0 5 .
Small-City Dailies Z 1100 o 2
Totals 1 100 0 7

In the case of multi-picture use, & total of 124 instances
occurred on the six newspapers during the survey period, Of these,
109 instances (88 per cent} depicted soft-news events, whereas 15
instances (12 per cent) depicted hard-~news events, QOf the 108
instances at the metropolilan papers, 97 instances (90 per cent)
were soft-news events. Of the 16 instances at the small-city papers,
12 instances (75 per cent) were soft-news events (seé Table XXIV).

Analysis of the source-of-photograph data for the three meiro-
politan and three gmall-city dailies indicated that there were major

differences within the two groups. Among the three metropeolitan
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newspapers no direction appeared to develop; the source of the

greatest number of protograohs ccenrred at 21l three scurces: local,

(&)

news service, and other, However., among the threa small-city

dailies a direction appeared at The Paris News and The Midland

Reporter-Telegram; both papers vsed local photographs as the source

for the greatest number of pictures. At The Sherrnan Democrat,

the news service was the source for the greates{ number of pictures.

TABLE XXIV

DISTRIBUTION OF MULTI-PICTURE USE ACCORDING TO SUBJECT -
MATTER CONTENT

Soft News i  Hard News Total

No. %o No. e
Metropolitan Dailies 97 g0 11 10 108
Small-City Dailies 12 75 4 25 _le
Totals 109 58 15 12 124

A total of 2,575 pictures were published by the six news~
papers during the survey period. Of these, 1,010 pictures (39 per
cent) were by the local staifs, 872 pictures (34 per cent} were news

service, and 493 pictures (27 per cent) were from other sources.



Of the 1, 894 pictures rublished at the three meirepolitan
dailies, 668 pictures (35 per cent) were taken locally, 654 pictures
(35 per cenl) were news service and 572 pictures (30 per cent) were
from other sources. Of the 681 pictures published at the three small-
_cibty dailies, 342 pictures (50 per cent) were taken locally, 218
(32 per cent) were news service and 121 pictures (18 per cent)

were from other sources {see Table XXV},

TABLE XXV

DISTRIBUTION OF PICTURES ACCORDING TO SOURCES

Local News Service Other Total

No. E% l No, A No.i%
Metropolitan Dailies £68 i35 654 35 572 130 1894
Small-City Daillies 342 450 218 32 121418 681
Totals 1010 1329 &72 24 693 |27 2575

In the size~of-photoyraph category, a direclion appeared to
develop at both the three metropolitan papers and the three smalil-
city papers. in the case of both groups of newspapers, as the size
of photographs increased in column widths the frequency of their use

decreased.
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Of the 2,575 mctures uzed by the 3:x newspapers during the
survey period, 1,101 pictures {43 per centy were displayed in one-
colurmn widths, 697 pictures {27 per cent} were displaved in two-
column widths, 566 pictures (22 per ceat} were displayed in three-
column widths, and 211 pictures (38 per cent) were displayed in widths
of four columns or more,

A total of 1, 894 pictures \#ere used at the three metropolitan
dailies, Of these, 869 pictures (46 per cent) were in one .column,
475 pictures (25 per cent) were in two coluinns, 402 pictures (21
per cent) were in three columns, and 148 (8 per cent] were in widths
of four colurmnns or more. Cf the 681 pictures used at the three
small-city dailies, 232 pictures (34 per cent) were in onc ccoluma,
222 pictures {23 per cent) were in two columns, 164 pictures (24
per cent) were in three coluimms, &nd 63 pi.cturés (® per cent) were
in widths of four colunins or more (sec Table XXVI).

Analysis of the placement-of-photograph data for the six
daily newspapers indicated that more pictures were displayed in
section one than in any other sectiion at all three of the small-city

dailies and on two of the metropolitan dailies, The Star-Telegram

and The Dallas dNorning News. At The Ficouston Chronicle, the

greatest number of pictures were displayed in 'other™ sections,
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TABLE XXVI

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TC COLUMN
WIDTHS

Cne Txo Three ' Four Total
Column Coluron Colurnn | Column
i A .
No.l % { No.|] % No.{ % | No. | %
Metrcpolitan
Dailies 369 [ 46 475 1 25 402 21 148 | 8 1894

Dailies 232 | 34 i@_@' 33

o
o
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Totals Lig1 | 43 697 1 27
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2575

The combined totals of placemernt for both the raetropolitan

ht
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1ail-city dailies showed that the ‘other" category produced the

second greatest number of pictures, followed by the women's section
ard the snorts section,

Of the 2,575 pictures displayed in the six dailies, 897 pictures

(35 per cent) appeared in section oae, 71 pictures (3 pur cin')

appeared in local sections, 352 pictures (14 per ceail appesred in

sports zecticns, 557 preturss (21 per cont) appearced ir women's

sactions, and 70R pictures (27 per cceni) agpeared in other sections

{see Table XXVII).
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TARLE XXVI

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TC PLACEMENT

Secticn One| Local | Sports | Women's| Other [Total
No. % | No.i% |No.{% | Nc. % INo. 1% |
Metropolitan -
Dailies 601 32 71 14 |263 {14 413 | 22 [546 (28 |1894
Small-City i {
Dailies 296 43 | 01 192113 {144 ) 21 1169123 1 681
Totals 897 25 71 13 [355 {14 [557 | 21 [705 [27 (2575
l 3

The distribution of photographs vsed with cutlines crly was
about equal batween the metropolitan papers and the small-city papers.
Neither group appeared to use pictures with cutlines only in any dis-
cernable pattern or in any particular section of the newspaper, Of the
2,575 pictures used by the six daily newspapers during the survey
period, 475 pictures (18 pex cent) were used with cutlines only (see
Table XXVIII),

The use of color pictures occurred only at the three metro-
politan dailies during the survey pericd, There were no instances
of the use of color photographs at any of the three small-city dailies,
Of the 12 instances of ¢olor pictures at the metropolitan papers, all

depicted soft-news events (see Table XXIX).
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TABLE XXVII

t

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPIHS USED WITH CUTIINES ONLY

Cutlines Only | Ficlures With Stovies Total
| -
No. o No. v }
Metropolitan Dailies} 363 i9 1531 81 1894
Small-City Dailies | 111 16 _570 84 681
Totals 474 18 2101 82 2575

Hypothesis one, that there are no basic differences in subject
matter content and source of photographs between metropolitan news -
papers and small-city newspapers, was not supported by the data
gathered,

Ameong the metropolitan newspapers, all four of the hypothe-
ses dealing with the subject-matter content and the source of photo-
graphs were supported by practices at the papers. Practices at the
small-city nawspapers supporied hypotheses two and five, but failed
to support hypotheses three and four,

Hypothesis three, that news-service pictures .provide the
largest number of hard-news pictures, was supported by only one of

the small-city dailies,
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TADLE XHIY

DISTEIRCTION OF COLIE PEOTCOCRATHS ACCOADING ™0

i - _.'.A._.J..._.‘—- at . ————

SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT

|
i
Soil News Hard News | Total
No._l T No, %
Metropolitan Dailies 12 160 a 12
Small-City Dailies 0 0 0
Totals 12 186 0 i2
Hypothesis four, that there will be more hard-neéws pictures

used on page one than soft-news pictures, was supported by practices
at two of the small-city dailies.

The differences fovnd ameng the small-city dailies in con-
nection with hyvpotheses three and four appear to be related to the
editors' view of the paper's role as local news media, which are in
competition with larger, metropolitan dailies. As a result, editcrs
at the papers appear te stress local pictures over news-~service
pictures whenever possible, Consequently, lecal soft-sews pictures
appear to be used more frequently than hard-newe pici:ares from the
news service. FEditers al two vagers which failed to support hypo-

theses threes and four, The Paris News and The Midland
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Heporter-Telegram, both characterized the papers as locally

oriented.  On ihe other hand, al lhe single small-city paper which

supported all four hypotheses, The Sherman Democrat, the editor

characlerized the paper as being broader in ¢cope, viewing it as

the major source of print news in the area, This difference in con-
cept of the role of small-city papers appears to be the major factor
in the differences expressed in the use of hard- and soft-news photo-

graphs and the ugse of local photographs over news~service photographs.



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

As explained in Chapter V, hypotheses two and five were
totally supported by data gathered in this study, hypotheses three and
four were partially supported, and hypcthesis one was not supported.
It seems appropriate to discuss further the significance of these find-
ings, and to make suggestions for more imaginative and productive use
of photography in daily newspapers,

Although it is assumed that the findings of this study apply
only to the six newspapers surveyed, it should be noted fhat, in some
cases, the conclusions may apply to other small-city and metropolitan
newspapers.,

The support of hypothesis two, that local-news pictures depict
more soft-news evenis than hayd-news events, appears to confirm
that editors tend to view the role of photography on daily newspapers
as basically 2 humen-interest or entertainment medium, and do not
view ‘t as a serious communication techniguve which may provide a
type of information difficult to present with words. If young photogra-

phers ure looking for cpportunities to get involind with meaningful

91
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vroblerns in local cornmunities, they may well be disappointed,

Insvead, the majority of their eiforts wonld kel i

. v o~ divected toward

!

providing more-cr-less cliché photographs of the scft-news variety.

The support for hypothesis five, that picture-page and rmmulti-
picture layouts are deveted primarily to soft-news events, also
appears to confirm that many editors view photography as primarily an
erdertainment or decorative medium., There were no instances of
picture-page layouts depicting hard-news events. The majerity of
the picture pages appeared in the women's section of the newspapers,
The majority of the multi-picture Jayouts also depicted soft-news
events, but they were found distributed throughout all sections of the
ncwspapers.,

Hypothesis three, that news-service pictures provide the
largest number of hard-news picuires in newspapers, was rot sup-
ported by practices at two of the small-city newspapers, It may,
however, be si;f;nificant that the hypothesis was supported by practices

i all three metropolitan newspapers. A possible cause of the variance
may be that editors at small-city dailies consciously pas‘s over many
relevant hard-news pictures {rom news services in order to publish

local pictures. The mere limited amount of space at many small-city

2

rewspapers would make such a choice necessary. Another factor may

)

be that of proximity, or the value of loczl news in a unified community,



whick is often the case in smalier cities compared to meivopolitan
cities. Editors at metropolitan newspapers may tend consciouslv to
use more hard-news pictures from news services for the reverse
reason: the lack of 2 unified sense of community identity. A study
_investigating simply the scurce of pictures on 2 large number of
metropolitan and small-city dailies might be conducted to determine if
the direction indicated vy this study would be continued.

Hypothesis four, that there will be more hard-news pictures
used on page one than soft-news pictures, was supported b-y practices
at all three nietropolitan dailies and all bnt cne of the graall-city
dailies. It appears sigrificans vhat the single small-city daily which
¢id not support the hypothesis had only lirnited access to news-service
pictures, and its editeor indicated that hard-news pictures were often
hard te obtain locally., Among newspapers with full access to news-
service pictureg, nypothesis four might be totally supported.

Hypothesis one, that there are no differences in subject-
matter content and scurce of photographs among metropolitan and
small-city newspapers, was not supported by the findings of this study,
Major differences were demonstrated by practices which failed to
support hypotheses three and four. In addition, major differences were
found between the metropolitan and small-city dailies in the number of

pictures used from the three source clasggificatiors. The data showed



97
that one metropoliten paper carried more nictures from locel sources
than any other, one metrcpelitan paper had more news -service pictures
than any other, and the third metropolitan paper published more pic-
tures from the 'other! source. It appears significant that among
the three small-city dailies, two papers had local pictures 2s the
source for the greatest percentage, whereas the third had news-service
pictures as the greatest source. This data niay alsc suppor: the pre-
mise that editors at maﬁy small-city papers often pass over pictures
irom news services or other sources in order to publish more locally
produced pictures. Findings of this study also indicated that editors
tended to use the greatest number of pictures in one-columnr widths,
and that as the column widths of photographs increasad, the frequency
of their use decreased. With slight variation, this direction held in
practices at both small-city and metropolitan newspapars, Data also
indicated that more pictures were being used in section vne of most
papers, and that color photographis were being used primarily to depict
soft-news events and were confined to women's or entertainment sec-
tions of newspapers.

Although this study is unable te provide reasons why editors
mavy tend to assign more photographic coverage {or sofl-news events
than hard-news events, a cause may be found in most aditors' definia

A

tion of a hard-news picture. Altheough none of the editors interviewed



N2
e

in this ztudy were asked to provide. sUCh & definiticn, many indicated
that they viewed hard-news pictures as thote which showed some

type of dramatic action, such as a fire, explosion, or car wrack (any
event which contained dramatic movement or the conseguences of
dramatic movement). It was noted during this study that few examples
of picture coverage occurred which showed hard-news events in norraal,
calm settings, such as city council or school board meetings. Egitors
do not appear to be using the same criteria for assigning picture
coverage as they are for assigning coverage of news stories. Although
many hard-news stories may not include dramatic action, it is fre-
quently such stories which have the most significance to the citizens

of a community, and which should receive more photographic coverage
by daily newspapers, By assigning more photographic coverage to
such hard-news events, and by displaying the pictures more imagina-
tively, editors might also improve readership for such stories, since
pictures would add an eleinent of importance to the stories in the eyes

of the general public.
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SURVEY LOG FORM
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STAFF STRUCTURE AND POLICY QUESTIONNAIRE

"The following questions were used as a basis for discussion with key
personnel at the six newspapers surveyed; personnel were asked to

elaborate and expand con related areas whenever applicable,

I. What types of sources for photographs do you have available for
non-local pictures?

2, How many photographers do you employ full-tirmme or part-time?
Describe the photegraphic department structure.

3. Do youconsider your photcgraphic staff adeguate?

4, Do you have a policy for the use of local photographs over news-
service photographs?

5. Describe any policy or philosophy your newspaper may have
concerning the use of picturaes on page one, especially as it velates
toc local and news-service pictures.

©o. How frequently do you use multi-picture combinations or picture-
vage layouls?

{. Do edilors at your paper tend to prefer certain types of news
pictures over others, such as soft news over hard news?

8. HMow would you de scribe the geographical area which your news-

paper serves? Does this view affect your choice in the selectieon

of photographs?

2. Do space conciderations affect the use of photographs at your
newspaper?

100



10,

L1,

[
<

What do you believe to te your newspaper's strongest area

H -y G 3 T == -~ .- R T -~ - £
nctographically? 193 woskzst area?

Do photographers at your paper use coler photographs reguisriy?
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