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T h i s s t u d y w a s c o n c e r n e d w i t h the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r content 

a n d s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s a t t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y a n d t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

T e x a s n e w s p a p e r s . An a n a l y s i s w a s c o n d u c t e d o v e r a f o u r t e e n - d a y 

p e r i o d a t s i x d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s : T h e D a l l a s M o mm g N ew s , T j i e KPJFiz 

W o rth S t a r - T e le g r a m , The H o u s t o n C h r o n i c l e , T h e S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t , 

T h e P a r i s N e w s , a n d T h e M i d l a n d Be p o r t e r ~ T e le g r a m . T h e a n a l y s i s 

w a s c o n d u c t e d t o d e t e r m i n e w h a t t y p e s of s u b j e c t - m a t t e r c o n t e n t , 

e i t h e r h a r d n e w s or s o f t n e w s , a p p e a r e d m o s t f r e q u e n t l y in n e w s p a p e r 

p h o t o g r a p h s , and to d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r or no t t h e r e w a s a n y r e l a t i o n -

s h i p b e t w e e n s u b j e c t - m a t t e r c o n t e n t a n d the s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s . 

E m p h a s i s w a s p l a c e d on d e t e r m i n i n g t h e t y p e s of p i c t u r e s taken m o s t 

f r e q u e n t l y b y l o c a l s taff p h o t o g r a p h e r s and the t y p e s of p h o t o g r a p h s 

u s e d m o s t f r e q u e n t l y f r o m n e w s s e r v i c e s , In a d d i t i o n , d a t a w e r e 

c o l l e c t e d c o n c e r n i n g t h e t y p e s of p i c t u r e s u s e d m o s t f r e q u e n t l y on 

page o n e , the f r e q u e n c y of c o l o r photographs , the f r e q u e n c y and 



s u b j e c t - m a t t e r cor*tent of p i c t u r e p a g e s and m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o r n b i n a -

t io n& f and the f r e q u e n c y oi p i c t u r e s u s e d w i th o u t l i n e s only* 

T h e s t u d y is d iv ided in to s i x c h a p t e r s a s f o l l o w s : C h a p t e r I 

p r o v i d e s a n i n t r o d u c t i o n ; C h a p t e r II ' p r e s e n t s i n f o r m a t i o n abou t the 

p h o t o g r a p h i c s ta f f and p o l i c i e s a t the s ix n e w s p a p e r s ; C h a p t e r III 

p r e s e n t s an a n a l y s i s of the da ta g a t h e r e d f r o m the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y 

n e w s p a p e r s ; C h a p t e r IV p r e s e n t s an a n a l y s i s of the da ta g a t h e r e d 

f r o m the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s ; C h a p t e r V is a c o m p a r i s o n 

of the data g a t h e r e d f r o m bo th the s m a l l - c i t y and m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s -
•• ^ 

p a p e r s , and C h a p t e r VI p r e s e n t s c o n c l u s i o n s and s u g g e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g 

t o t h e study* 

T h e s t u d y found p r a c t i c e s a t a l l s i x n e w s p a p e r s s u p p o r t e d the 

h y p o t h e s i s t h a t the m a j o r i t y of l oca l l y p r o d u c e d p i c t u r e s d e p i c t s o f t -

news e v e n t s , r a t h e r t han b a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . P r a c t i c e s a t a l l s i x 

n e w s p a p e r s a l s o s u p p o r t e d the h y p o t h e s i s t h a t p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i -

p i c t u r e l ayou t s p r i m a r i l y d e p i c t s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . It w a s n o t e d tha t 

p i c t u r e - p a g e l ayou t s w e r e conf ined m a i n l y to the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n s 

of the n e w s p a p e r s , w h e r e a s m u l t i - p i c t u r e l ayou t s w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d 

t h r o u g h o u t the n e w s p a p e r s « P r a c t i c e s a t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

n e w s p a p e r s and one of the s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s s u p p o r t e d the h y p o t h e s i s 

t h a t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s p r o v i d e the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s in n e w s p a p e r s . It a p p e a r e d tha t e d i t o r s a t the two s m a l l - c i t y 
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p a p e r s w h i c h did not s u p p o r t the h y p o t h e s i s m a y p a s s o v e r h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s f r o m news s e r v i c e s in o r d e r to pub l i sh m o r e loca l ly p r o d u c e d 

p i c t u r e s of e i t h e r the h a r d - o r s o f t - n e w s v a r i e t y . S u p p o r t w a s found 

in p r a c t i c e s a t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s and two of the s m a l l -

c i ty d a i l i e s f o r t he h y p o t h e s i s t ha t m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s ' t h a n s o f t -

n e w s p i c t u r e s a r e u sed on page one . It a p p e a r e d s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t he 

only p a p e r w h i c h f a i l e d to s u p p o r t the h y p o t h e s i s had l i m i t e d a c c e s s to 

n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . Da ta a l s o s h o w e d tha t e d i t o r s t e n d e d to u s e 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s in o n e - c o l u m n w i d t h s and t h a t a s t he 

c o l u m n wid ths of p i c t u r e s i n c r e a s e d , t h e f r e q u e n c y of t h e i r u s e 

d e c r e a s e d . Data i n d i c a t e d t h a t in a l l bu t one n e w s p a p e r m o r e p i c t u r e s 

w e r e p u b l i s h e d in s e c t i o n one t h a n in o t h e r s e c t i o n s . It w a s no t ed t h a t 

c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e u s e d only to d e p i c t s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s and w e r e 

con f ined to the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t s e c t i o n of t h e n e w s -

p a p e r s . Da ta s h o w e d tha t p i c t u r e s u s e d wi th cut l ines only a c c o u n t e d 

f o r a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e of t he t o t a l n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d . 

D u r i n g the s t u d y , i t w a s found tha t few e x a m p l e s of p i c t u r e 

c o v e r a g e o c c u r r e d wh ich showed h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s in n o r m a l , c a l m 

s e t t i n g s , s u c h a s c i t y c o u n c i l o r s c h o o l b o a r d meet ings 1 , and t h a t t he 

m a j o r i t y of p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d d e p i c t e d s o f t news e v e n t s . It a p p e a r s 

t ha t by not a s s i g n i n g m o r e p h o t o g r a p h i c c o v e r a g e to s u c h n o n - d r a m a t i c 

h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s e d i t o r s a r e m i s s i n g s i g n i f i c a n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s to 

p r e s e n t m o r e h a r d - n e w s m c t a r e s to r e a d e r s . 
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C H A P T E R I 

INTRODUCTION 

T h e p h o t o g r a p h i c l inage p r e s e n t e d by da l ly n e w s p a p e r s h a s 

o f ten been v i e w e d as hav ing l e s s e r i m p o r t a n c e than the w o r d i m a g e 

p r e s e n t e d t h r o u g h the w o r k of r e p o r t e r s and edi tors , , T h e r e is l i t t l e 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r s u c h a t t i t u d e s , s i n c e Mac L e a n , S t e p h e n s o n , H a z a r d 

and o t h e r s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t p h o t o g r a p h s a r e m o r e e f f e c t i v e than 

w o r d s in a t t r a c t i n g r e a d e r s 1 a t t e n t i o n , and, f r e q u e n t l y , in f o r m i n g a 

l a s t i n g i m p r e s s i o n of a n e v e n t , 

News p h o t o g r a p h y h a s the po ten t i a l t o c r e a t e a r e l e v a n t v i s u a l 

i m a g e ot a c i t y or c o m m u n i t y if t a l e n t e d p h o t o g r a p h e r s a r e a l l owed to 

w o r k wi th r e s p o n s i v e e d i t o r s who e n c o u r a g e t h e i r s ta f f to be c r e a t i v e 

and e n t e r p r i s i n g . H o w e v e r , only a few n e w s p a p e r s h a v e u s e d p h o t o -

g r a p h y with any d e g r e e of u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h i s potential , , r e l y i n g 

i n s t e a d on the m e r e s t e r e o t y p e d view of n e w s p a p e r p h o t o g r a p h y , v i e w -

ing it b a s i c a l l y a s a m e d i u m of e n t e r t a i n m e n t o r d e c o r a t i o n , and not a s 

a p o t e n t i a l c o n v e y o r of i n f o r m a t i o n or op in ion . 

i t is ev iden t t h a t we a r e l iv ing in a h igh ly v i s u a l a g e . T h e 

qua l i t y and i m p a c t of v i s u a l i m a g e s is i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d l y in a r e a s s u c h 



a s t e lev i s ion , , mo t ion p i c t u r e s , v i d e o t a p e , m a g a z i n e s , and a d v e r t i s i n g s 

However , da l ly n e w s p a p e r s , en the whole f con t inue to u s e t he s a m e 

b a s i c t e c h n i q u e s and f o r m u l a s tha t w e r e deve loped d u r i n g the e a r l y 

193Q !s when p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e f i r s t w i d e l y a c c e p t e d in j o u r n a l i s m . 

T h e v i s u a l i m a g e p r e s e n t e d by m o s t dai ly n e w s p a p e r s in news p h o t o -

g r a p h s i s outdated and r e f l e c t s a n i n a d e q u a t e v iew of c o m m u n i t y e v e n t s 

and i s s u e s . 

S t a t e m e n t of the P r o b l e m 

T h e p r o b l e m of th is s t udy is to s u r v e y t h e s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

c o n t e n t and s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d in s i x T e x a s da i ly n e w s p a p e r s 

o v e r a p e r i o d of f o u r t e e n d a y s . 

P u r p o s e s of t he S tudy 

T h e p u r p o s e s of the s t u d y a r e to d e t e r m i n e {1} w h a t t y p e s 

of s u b j e c t ' - m a t t e r con ten t a p p e a r m o s t f r e q u e n t l y in n e w s p a p e r p h o t o -

graphs . , (2) to d e t e r m i n e if t h e r e is any r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n s u b j e c t -

m a t t e r c o n t e n t and t h e s o u r c e of the p h o t o g r a p h s , and (3) to ana lyze 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r con t en t and s o u r c e f i n d i n g s to the 

t o t a l v i s u a l i m a g e p r e s e n t e d by news p h o t o g r a p h s in da i l y n e w s p a p e r s , 



' H y p o t h e s e s 

T o c a r r y out t h e p u r p o s e of t h i s s t u d y , the f o l l o w i n g h y p o t h e -

s e s h a v e b e e n ^01 m u i a t e d : 

i„ T h e r e a r e no d i f f e r e n c e s in s u b j e c t m a t t e r c o n t e n t a n d 

s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s b e t w e e n m e t r o p o l i t a n d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s a n d 

s m a l l c i t y d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s , 

2 . L o c a l n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s d e p i c t m o r e s o f t n e w s e v e n t s 

t h a n h a r d n e w s e v e n t s . 

3 . N e w s s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e the l a r g e s t n u m b e r of h a r d n e w s , 

p i c t u r e s u s e d in n e w s p a p e r s 

4 , T h e r e w i l l b e m o r e h a r d n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d on p a g e 

one t h a n so f t n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s , 

5, N e w s p a p e r s d e v o t e p i c t u r e - p a g e a n d m u l t i - p i c t u r e l a y o u t s 

p r i m a r i l y t o p r e s e n t s o f t n e w s e v e n t s r a t h e r t h a n h a r d n e w s e v e n t s , 

B a c k g r o u n d a n d S i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e S tudy 

T h e r e >s on ly a s m a l l b o d y of r e s e a r c h da t a w h i c h i n v e s t i g a t e s 

how p e o p l e r e a c t t o p i c t u r e s in n e w s p a p e r s . H o w e v e r , f o r m a n y 

y e a r s j o u r n a l i s t s h a v e b e e n a w a r e of t h e p o w e r of p h o t p g r a p h s in 

a t t r a c t i n g r e a d e r r e s p o n s e a n d i n t e r e s t . In a n a n a l y s i s o£ 130 d a i l y 

n e w s p a p e r s by T h e C o n t i n u i n g S t u d y of N e w s p a p e r R e a d i n g , t w o f a c -

t o r s , v i s u a l f o r m { c a r t o o n s , p h o t o g r a p h s , a n d p h o t o g r a p h o u t l i n e s ) 



and s u b j e c t mat ter , w e r e s i n g l e d out as m o s t d o m i n a n t in a t t r a c t i n g 

a , . 

r e a d e r s . YisuaA f o r m s a c c o u n t e d f o r only IS p e r c c n t of a l l i t e m s 

in the n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d , bu t r e p r e s e n t e d 51 p e r c e n t of t o t a l 

r e a d e r s h i p . T h e s t u d y a l s o no t ed t h a t r e a d e r s h i p i n c r e a s e d a s the 

s i z e of a p i c t u r e i n c r e a s e d , r a n g i n g f r o m a m e d i a n of 37 p e r c e n t f o r 

a o n e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e to a m e d i a n of 64 p e r c e n t f o r a f o u r - c o l u m n 

p i c t u r e . 

S e v e r a l s t u d i e s h a v e a t t e m p t e d to d e t e r m i n e w h a t f a c t o r s o r 

a p p e a l s a c c o u n t f o r r e a d e r s ! i n t e r e s t in p h o t o g r a p h s . H a z a r d and 

Mac L e a n , in a s t udy of w o m e n ' s i n t e r e s t in p i c t u r e s , found t h a t s i x 
2 

m a j o r s u b j e c t g r o u p i n g s w e r e d o m i n a n t , ' T h e g r o u p i n g s c o n s i s t e d of 

i d o l a t r y ; s o c i a l p r o b l e m s ; p i c t u r e s q u e s c e n e s ; w a r , b lood and v i o l e n c e ; 

and s p e c t a t o r s p o r t s . In a s u b s e q u e n t s t udy , H a z a r d i n v e s t i g a t e d t he 

i n f l u e n c e of i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and s h a p e a s d e t e r m i n a n t s of r e a d e r 

i n t e r e s t . ~ l i e found t h a t s u b j e c t m a t t e r w a s of p r i m a r y i m p o r t a n c e , 

but s i z e and s h a p e p l a y e d i m p o r t a n t r o l e s . He found that once s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r w a s c o n s t a n t , s h a p e b e c a m e a m a j o r inf luence* It w a s found 

* Bert W. Wocdburn, n R e a d e r I n t e r e s t in N e w s p a p e r P i c -
t u r e s , !1 J o u r n a l i s m Q u a ^ e £ l y , XXIV (Fal l , 1947), 197-201 . 

M a l c o l m Mac L e a n and W i l l i a m H a z a r d , "W omen' s I n t e r e s t 
in P i c t u r e s : T h e B a d g e r V i l l a g e Study, n J o u r n a l i s m Quarter ly , XXX 
( F a l l , 1953), 139-162", 

"'William Hazard, R e s p o n s e s to Mews P i c t u r e s : A S tudy in 
p e r c e p t u a l Un i ty , t ! J o u r n a l is m Qua r ter ly» XLVIi (Fa l l , I960) , 3 1 5 - 5 2 4 , 



t h a t c e r t a i n p i c t u r e s w e r e r a t e d a s m o r e e f f e c t i v e in c e r t a i n o p t i m u m 

s i z e s and l e s s e f f e c t i v e a t o t h e r s i z e s 9 and by f o r c i n g p i c t u r e s in to 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e sizes v i e w e r r e s p o n s e s were o f t en d e s t r o y e d . 

S t e p h e n s o n h a s c o n d u c t e d r e s e a r c h which, d e m o n s t r a t e d t ha t 

4 

p e r s o n s do not "see" p i c t u r e s in the s a m e w a y . In a s t udy of t he 

c r i t e r i a u s e d by ten j u d g e s in s e l e c t i n g the m o s t m e m o r a b l e news p i c -

t u r e s of the p a s t half century , h e found tha t t h e y cou ld be d ivided in to 

t h r e e d i s t i n c t g r o u p s b a s e d on t h e i r c h o i c e of p i c t u r e s , T h e d e t e r -

m i n i n g f a c t o r in f o r m i n g the g r o u p i n g s s e e m e d to be a p e r s o n * s job . I t 

b e c a m e a p p a r e n t t ha t j u d g e s involved with n e w s p a p e r s and m a g a z i n e s 

v a l u e d m o r e n g e n e r a l " news p h o t o g r a p h s wi th the e m o t i o n s of pity 

and c o m p a s s i o n o u t s t a n d i n g . J u d g e s o r i e n t e d t o w a r d w i r e s e r v i c e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s p l a c e d m o r e e m p h a s i s on the s e n s a t i o n a l o r n o v e l e l e -

m e n t s of p h o t o g r a p h s , T h e t h i r d and l a r g e s t g r o u p w a s c o m p o s e d of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n who w e r e not invo lved in any w a y wi th p r o d u c i n g news 

mater ia l . S t e p h e n s o n found th i s g r o u p to r e p r e s e n t i t se l f id iosyn-

c r a tic a l l y . T h e o v e r a l l i m p l i c a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to S t e p h e n s o n , is t ha t 

even in the s e l e c t i o n of s o - c a l l e d good p h o t o g r a p h s t h e r e m a y b e 

m o t i v a t i o n s a t w o r k o t h e r t han a e s t h e t i c pr inc ip l e s . 

4 
W i l l i a m S t e p h e n s on, M P r i n c i p l e s of S e l e c t i o n of News 

P i c t u r e s , n J o u r n a l i s m Q u a r t e r l y , XXXVII ( S u m m e r , i 9 6 0 ) , 6 1 - 6 8 . 



In a study of the a t t i tude -changing e f f ec t of news and photo-

graph combina t ions , Mehling found photographs and w o r d s toge the r 

w e r e s ign i f i can t ly m o r e e f fec t ive than words a lone in changing 

eva lua t ive j u d g m e n t s . 3 

In a ph i losophica l a n a l y s i s of p i c t o r i a l commun ica t i on , 

F l e m i n g no tes tha t Eng l i sh is taught at a l l g r ade l eve l s , whi le p i c t o r i a l 

med ia a r e gene ra l ly c o n s i d e r e d s p e c i a l i z e d f i e lds of s tudy and r e q u i r e 

indiv iduals to s e l e c t t h e m on an i n t e r e s t b a s i s . ^ Th i s concen t r a t i on 

on the wr i t t en w o r d is f u r t h e r m a n i f e s t e d in the language i t s e l f . We 

have w o r d s such as " i l l i t e r a t e " fo r p e r s o n s who have an inabi l i ty to 

r e a d and " ina r t i cu la t e" f o r p e r s o n s who have an inabi l i ty to speak . 

F l e m i n g no t e s , hu-vevor, that the Engl i sh language has riu word that 

s u g g e s t s a p e r s o n ' s inabi l i ty to c o m m u n i c a t e p i c to r i a l l y , such as 

7 

" i rnp i c to r i a i " or " i n i c o n i c . " 

He cone lades that a p e r s o n ' s p r e f e r r e d mode of . in te rpersona l 

communica t ion tends to be the e a s i e s t and qu ickes t , and that if cond i -

tions w e r e made so that: the a v e r a g e man could b e c o m e m o r e v i sua l ly 

c; 
" S e u b e n Mehl ing, "Att i tude Changing E f f e c t of News and 

Photo Combina t ions , " Jou rna l is n> Q u a r t e r l y , XXXYI (Spring, 1959), 
139-198. " 

^ M a l c o l m F l e m i n g , " P i c t o r i a l Communica t ion : An E s s a y 
on Its P l i g h t , " AY Communica t ion Pev iew, X (Fa l l , 1962), 223-237 . 

7 I b i d . , p. 224. 



o r i e n t e d he w o u l d do s o n a t u r a l l y , F l e m i n g g o e s s o f a r a s t o a s s e r t 

t h a t our l a c k of n p i c t o r i a l i n t e r p e r s o n a l c o m rnu nic a t i on i s r e s pons ih le 

f o r m u c h of t h e c h r o n i c m i s m a t c h b e t w e e n o u r c o n c e p t i o n of o u r s e l v e s 

and o u r w o r l d , a n d the r ea l o b j e c t s a n d e v e n t s of this w o r l d . 

D e f i n i t i o n of T e r m s 

Entejrprise — u s e d j o u r n a l i s t i c a l l y , th is t e r m a p p l i e s to s t o r i e s 

o r photographs that grow- f r o m a r e p o r t e r 1 s o r p h o t o g r a p h e r s o b s e r v a -

t i o n a n d i m a g i n a t i o n , a n d h a s no r e l a t i o n to c u r r e n t n e w s , 

O u t l i n e - - t h i s t e r m is u s e d to d e n o t e d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t w h i c h 

a c c o m p a n i e s a p i c t u r e . 

N e w s S e r v i c e P h o t o g r a p h — t h i s t e r m i s u s e d to d e n o t e a p i c -

t u r e w h i c h is p r o v i d e d to n e w s p a p e r s f r o m orga.niza . t ions s u c h a s t he 

A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s o r U n i t e d P r e s s I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

Content—thi s t e r m is u s e d t o d e n o t e t h e g e n e r a l n a t u r e of the 

e v e n t d e p i c t e d in a p h o t o g r a p h . 

S o u r c e — t h i s t e r m i s u s e d to d e n o t e the p a r t y w h i c h m a d e the 

p h o t o g r a p h ; a n e x c e p t i o n w i l l he a p h o t o g r a p h w h i c h c o m e s f r o m t h e 

m o r g u e o r f i l e of a n e w s p a p e r . 

H a r d N e w s - - t h i s t e r m is u s e d to d e n o t e a n e v e n t w h i c h is both 

s i g n i f i c a n t a n d t i m e l y to a l a r g e g i o u p of p e r s o n s . 

'Ibid. , p. 226 . 

. 



Sof t Mews - - t h i s t e r m is u s e d to deno te an even t wh ich is p r i -

m a r i l y s t r o n g in h u m a n i n t e r e s t and r e l i e s on e m o t i o n a l or en ter ta in -

ment a p p e a l ; s u c h an even t n e e d not h e t i m e l y o r s i g n i f i c a n t to a l a r g e 

g r o u p of p e r s o n s . 

L i m i t a t i o n s 

T h i s s t u d y w a s l i m i t e d t o t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y da i l y T e x a s n e w s -

p a p e r s , s e l e c t e d a t random, and t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a da i ly T e x a s 

n e w s p a p e r s , a l s o s e l e c t e d a t r a n d o m . It is not a s s u m e d t h a t the da ta 

g a t h e r e d w i l l be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a l l s m a l l - c i t y o r m e t r o p o l i t a n da i l y 

n e w s p a p e r s . 

B a s i c A s s u m p t i o n 

T h e s m a l l - c i t y and m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s c h o s e n u s e the 

p h o t o g r a p h i c s e r v i c e s of e i t h e r the A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s o r Uni ted p r e s s 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l , It i s a s s u m e d tha t both s e r v i c e s p r e s e n t t he s a m e 

b a s i c p i c t u r e c o v e r a g e of news e v e n t s and t y p e s of p i c t u r e s to t h e i r 

s u b s c r i b i n g m e m b e r s . 

The Sample 
"r 5 

The n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d w e r e The JDalias Morning N e w s 

(c irculat ion: 2<-l2, 92 8), The Fort Worth S t a r - T e l e g r a m (c irculat ion: 

138, 296) . The Hou3ton Chrouteie (c irculat ion; 3 0 3 , 0 4 1 ) , The 
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D e m o c r a t ( c i r cu la t ion : 1 6 , 2 / 2 ) , Trie P a r i s News ( c i r cu la t ion : 

12, 936), and The Midland R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m (c i r cu la t ion ; 19, 592). ^ 

The n e w s p a p e r s s e l e c t e d f o r the s u r v e y w e r e divided into two 

c a t e g o r i e s : s m a l l - c i t y da i l i es and me t ropo l i t an da i l i e s . Me t ropo l i t an 

n e w s p a p e r s w e r e d e f i n e d as t hose having a c i r c u l a t i o n of m o r e than 

100,000. Nine n e w s p a p e r s in the s t a t e qual i f ied under this def in i t ion . 

The t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s ment ioned above w e r e s e l e c t e d at 

r a n d o m f r o m those n ine . S m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s w e r e c a t e g o r i z e d a s 

having a c i r cu l a t i on under 25, 000. F o r t y T e x a s n e w s p a p e r s f i t tha t 

c a t e g o r y and the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s ment ioned above w e r e c h o s e n 

a t r a n d o m f r o m the f o r t y . 

In s e l ec t ing t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y and t h r e e me t ropo l i t an n e w s -

p a p e r s f o r the s a m p l e , it was f e l t tha t the s tudy could b e t t e r p rov ide 

an oppor tuni ty to note any d i f f e r e n c e s in c o v e r a g e or e m p h a s i s which 

might be a t t r i bu t ed to populat ion or g e o g r a p h i c a l f a c t o r s . 

The i s s u e s of the n e w s p a p e r s su rveyed c o v e r e d a f o u r t e e n -

day p e r i o d . In the c a s e of the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , the 

pe r iod was f r o m Augus t 16 th rough 22, 1972, and J a n u a r y 10 through 

16, 1973. B e c a u s e none of the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s is oub-

i i shed on S a t u r d a y s , the s u r v e y pe r iod , in t he i r c a s e , was f r o m 

Q 
'.Ayer D i r e c t o r y : N e w s p a p e r s , Magaz ines and T r a d e Pub-

l ica t ions (Ph i lade lph ia , Penn . : Ayer P r e s s , 1971). 
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Augus t 16 th rough 23, 19?2, and J a n u a r y 10 through 17, 1973. The 

n u m b e r of days , in both c a s e s , is equal and both include two Sunday-

ed i t ions . The two s u r v e y pe r iods w e r e chosen a t ' r a n d o m to r e p r e s e n t 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y s ix months be tween s u r v e y p e r i o d s . No na t iona l or 

state hol idays o c c u r r e d dur ing the s u r v e y pe r iods which might have 

tended to inf luence the dai ly p a t t e r n of ope ra t i ons . 

Col lec t ion of Data 

The s u r v e y conce rned i tself only with photographs used in 

news s ec t i ons of the p a p e r s . It did not include a d v e r t i s i n g pho tographs . 

The f i na l edi t ion of each i s sue of the six p a p e r s s u r v e y e d dur ing the 

f o u r t e e n - d a y per iod was a n a l y s e d , and each p i c tu r e was c l a s s i f i e d on 

a log f o r m a c c o r d i n g to eight f a c t o r s (see Appendix A). The eight 

c a t e g o r i e s w e r e des igned to provide i n f o r m a t i o n rvn sub jec t m a t t e r 

content of the pho tog raphs , the s o u r c e of pho tographs , the s i ze of 

pho tog raphs , and the locat ion of pho tog raphs . In addi t ion , data w e r e 

g a t h e r e d conce rn ing the f r e q u e n c y of p i c t u r e - p a g e s and m u l t i - p i c t u r e 

layouts , co lo r photographs and p i c t u r e s which a r e d isp layed with ou t -

l ines only. 

The c a t e g o r i e s a r e not independent of one a n o t h e r , A p i c -

t u r e which is c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g to sub jec t m a t t e r content t o r one-

p u r p o s e of ana ly s i s can a l so be c l a s s i f i e d in a n o t h e r c a t e g o r y , F o r 
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e x a m p l e , a p i c t u r e about an a r m e d c o n f l i c t m a y be c l a s s i f i e d a s ' a 

h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e in the c a t e g o r y of s u b j e c t m a t t e r , bu t it i s a l s o 

c l a s s i f i e d a s at loca l p ic ture , a n e w s - s e r v i c e p ic ture , or a p i c t u r e 

f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s in the c a t e g o r y of s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s . E a c h 

p i c t u r e m a y b e c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g to the e igh t c a t e g o r i e s . 

A d i s c u s s i o n of the s igh t c a t e g o r i e s f o l l o w s : 

1. S u b j e c t - M a t t e r C o n t e n t - - t h i s c a t e g o r y i s d iv ided in to 

two g r o u p s : h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

A. H a r d - N e w s P i c t u r e s - - p h o t o g r a p h s a r e c l a s s i f i e d a.s-

h a r d n e w s if t h e y d e p i c t any t ype of a r m e d c o n f l i c t , s o c i a l o r p o l i t i c a l 

c o n f l i c t , c a t a s t r o p h e o r if t h e y d e p i c t p o l i t i c s , g o v e r n m e n t a l act ion* 

u n a r m e d d e f e n s e , c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s , e c o n o m i c s * e d u c a t i o n , s c i e n c e , 

r e l i g i o n , o r c u l t u r e . 

B. S o f t - N e w s P i c t u r e s - - p h o t o g r a p h s a r e c l a s s i f i e d a s 

s o f t news if t hey d e p i c t a n y type of s p o r t s e v e n t , s o c i a l e v e n t , h u m a n 

i n t e r e s t s t o r y , or if they a r e c o n n e c t e d with b u s i n e s s p r o m o t i o n s , 

award p r e s e n t a t i o n s , o b i t u a r i e s , o r n o t i c e of c lub m e e t i n g s . 

2 . S o u r c e of P h o t o g r a p h s - - t h e fo l l owing t y p e s of c las s i l i c a ~ 

ti ons w e r e us ed : 

A . L o c a l P h o t o g r a p h - - a n y p h o t o g r a p h t a k e n by an e m p l o y e e 

of the n e w s p a p e r . 



B, ' N e w s - S e r v i c e P h o t o g r a p h - - - a n y p h o t o g r a p h s u p p l i e d 

b y t h e s e r v i c e s of the Assoc i a t ed . P r e s s o r Uni ted P r e s s I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

C. O t h e r - - a n y p h o t o g r a p h p r o v i d e d by a pub l i c r e l a -

t i o n s f i r m , f r e e l a n c e r s , o r any p h o t o g r a p h w h i c h c o m e s f r o m a n e w s -

p a p e r ' s m o r g u e , o r i s s u p p l i e d by the s u b j e c t h i m s e l f , 

3 . S i z e - - a l l p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g to c o l u m n 

w i d t h : 

A . O n e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

B. T w o - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

C. T h r e e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

D. F o u r - o r - m o r e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

4 . P l a c e m e n t - - t h i s c a t e g o r y w a s d iv ided in to f i v e g r o u p i n g s : 

A . S e c t i o n one 

B . S p o r t s s e c t i o n 

C . W o m e n ' s s e c t i o n 

D. L o c a l s e c t i o n 

E . O t h e r s e c t i o n s • - - t h i s g r o u p i n c l u d e s a l l o t h e r s e c -

t i ons not l i s t e d a b o v e ( r e a l e s t a t e , e n t e r t a i n m e n t , b u s i n e s s , a g r i c u l -

« 

t u r e , etc* )• 

5. M u l t i - P i c t u r e U s e - - t h i s c a t e g o r y w a s d e s i g n e d to d e t e r -

m i n e the n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s u s e d in c o n n e c t i o n wi th a s i n g l e s t o r y . 

P i c t u r e s were grouped a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r n u m b e r : 
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A . T w o 

B. T h r e e 

C. F o u r o r m o r e 

6 . C o l o r P h o t o g r a p h s - - a l l c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e 

r e c o r d e d . 

7. P i c t u r e P a g e s - - a l l p i c t u r e p a g e s w e r e r e c o r d e d . 

8. U s e of Out l ine Only - - t h i s c a t e g o r y r e c o r d e d e a c h , 

i n s t a n c e of a p i c t u r e d i s p l a y e d wi th a c u t l i n e only , and not in c o n j u n c -

t ion wi th a s t o r y . 

In a d d i t i o n to c l a s s i f y i n g p i c t u r e s b y the a b o v e e igh t c a t c g o r - ' 

i e s , i n t e r v i e w s w e r e c o n d u c t e d wi th key p e r s o n n e l a t e a c h n e w s p a p e r , 

in o r d e r to obtain i n f o r m a t i o n about the s i z e and c o m p o s i t i o n of t h e 

p h o t o g r a p h i c s t a f f , a p a p e r ' s p i c t u r e p o l i c y , and any o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 

w h i c h m i g h t c o n t r i b u t e to an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e p a p e r ' s p h o t o g r a p h i c 

o p e r a t i o n . I n f o r m a t i o n w a s a l s o sough t in the type of news s e r v i c e 

u s e d , the type of e m p h a s i s p l a c e d on p a g e - o n e p i c t u r e s , m u l t i -

p i c t u r e and p i c t u r e page u s e , and the u s e of c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s ( s e e 

A p p e n d i x E) . 

Ataalys is of Da ta 

T h e d a t a f o r e a c h i nd iv idua l n e w s p a p e r w e r e f i r s t t a b u l a t e d 

a c c o r d i n g to the e igh t b a s i c c a t e g o r i e s l i s t e d on the s u r v e y f o r m . 
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C o m p a r i s o n w a s f i r s t m a d e to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of. h a r d n e w s 

a n d s o f t news p i c t u r e s u s e d a t e a c h p a p e r d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

C o m p a r i s o n w a s t h e n m a d e to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , l o c a l p i c t u r e s , and p i c t u r e s f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

T o t e s t h y p o t h e s e s two and t h r e e , t he p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d 

n e w s and s o f t n e w s p i c t u r e s w a s d e t e r m i n e d in r e l a t i o n to l o c a l a n d 

news - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 

T o t e s t h y p o t h e s i s f o u r , a n a l y s i s w a s m a d e to d e t e r m i n e the 

p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d n e w s and s o f t news p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one . In 

a d d i t i o n , a n a l y s i s w a s m a d e to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of l o c a l and 

n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s on page one and the a v e r a g e n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s 

u s e d on p a g e one . 

T o t e s t h y p o t h e s i s f i v e , p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i - p i c t u r e d i s -

p l a y s w e r e a n a l y z e d to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of s o f t n e w s and 

h a r d n e w s p i c t u r e s . In a d d i t i o n , a n a l y s i s w a s a l s o m a d e to d e t e r -

m i n e the s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d f o r m u l t i - p i c t u r e and p i c i u r e -

p a g e l a y o u t s . 

T o t e s t h y p o t h e s i s one , the r e s u l t s of h y p o t h e s e s two and 

t h r e e w e r e a n l y z e d to d e t e r m i n e s i m i l a r i t i e s o r d i f i e r e n c e s in s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r c o n t e n t and the s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s a m o n g the s ix n e w s -

p a p e r s . 
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T h e c a t e g o r i e s of p i c t u r e p l a c e m e n t and s i z e w e r e t a b u l a t e d to 

d e t e r m i n e the m o s t f r e q u e n t l y u s e d s i z e of p h o t o g r a p h and the p e r -

c e n t a g e of d i s t r i b u t i o n of p i c t u r e s w i th in trie f i v e p l a c e m e n t c l a s s i f i -

c a t i o n s . 

A n a l y s i s s.lso w a s m a d e to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of p i c -

t u r e s w h i c h a p p e a r e d in e a c h p a p e r wi th a cu t l i ne on ly , r a t h e r t h a n 

in c o n j u n c t i o n wi th a s t o r y . T h e u s e of c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s w a s a n a l y z e d 

to d e t e r m i n e the p e r c e n t a g e of c o l o r p i c t u r e s u s e d to d e p i c t s o f t and 

h a r d n e w s e v e n t s , in a d d i t i o n to the p l a c e m e n t and s o u r c e of c o l o r 

p h o t o g r a p h s . 

T h e da t a w e r e a l s o a n a l y z e d in an e f f o r t to d e t e r m i n e any 

s i m i l a r i t i e s o r d i f f e r e n c e s in the u s e of p i c t u r e s a t s m a l l - c i t y and 

m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

Ore g a n i z a t i c n of the S tudy 

C h a p t e r II of th i s t h e s i s p r e s e n t s i n f o r m a t i o n abou t the p o l i -

c i e s a n d s ta f f s t r u c t u r e s of the s i x n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d ; C h a p t e r III 

is an a n a l y s i s of t h e da t a g a t h e r e d f r o m the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y n e w s -

p a p e r s , i n c l u d i n g a s u m m a r y ; C h a p t e r IV is a n a n a l y s i s of the da t a 

g a t h e r e d f r o m the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , i n c l u d i n g a 

s u m m a r y ; C h a p t e r V i s a c o m p a r i s o n of the da ta g a t h e r e d f r o m bo th 

the s m a l l - c i t y and m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , and C h a p t e r VI i s a 
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conc lus ion in which a r e d i s c u s s e d the r e s u l t s of the data and t h e i r 

imp l i ca t ions on the ro l e of photography in daily n e w s p a p e r j o u r n a l -

ism. 



CHAPTER II 

POLICIES AND S T A F F STRUCTURE OF THE SIX NEWSPAPERS 

Th i s c h a p t e r conta ins i n fo rma t ion about the po l i c i es and 

pho tograph ic staff o rgan iza t ion of the s ix dai ly n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d . 

I n f o r m a t i o n about the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s is p r e s e n t e d f i r s t , 

fo l lowed by i n f o r m a t i o n about the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

The S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t 

With a c i r c u l a t i o n of 16 ,272 , The S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t s e r v e s 

a city of 2 9 , 0 6 1 populat ion in Nor th C e n t r a l T e x a s . The D e m o c r a t 

is publ i shed e v e r y evening except Sa tu rday . A Sunday m o r n i n g 

pape r is pub l i shed . 

One f u l l - t i m e pho tog raphe r is employed , but a l a r g e po r t i on 

of his dut ies involves the p r o c e s s i n g and p r in t ing of f i l m s sho t by 

staff r e p o r t e r s , who take the m a j o r i t y of the p i c t u r e s which a p p e a r 

1 
m the p a p e r . 

' I n t e rv i ew, Dana B l o c k e r , Managing E d i t o r , S h e r m a n , 
T e x a s , M a r c h 22, 1973. Al l subsequent, i n f o r m a t i o n on Tiie D e m o c r a t 
is b a s e d on Hie B locke r in te rv iew without footnote a t t r i bu t ion . 
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T h e D e m o c r a t s u b s c r i b e s to Uni ted P r e s s I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

w i r e - p h o t o s e r v i c e and r e c e i v e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y one h u n d r e d p i c t u r e s 

p e r d a y . 

A c c o r d i n g to m a n a g i n g e d i t o r Dana B l o c k e r , T h e D e m o c r a t 

r e l i e s h e a v i l y on n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s to f i l l the p i c t u r e n e e d s of t h e 

p a p e r . T h e h e a v y u s e of n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s i s a r e s u l t of not h a v -

ing a " w e l l - d e f i n e d " p h o t o g r a p h y d e p a r t m e n t and a b r o a d e r , g e n e r a l 

p h i l o s o p h y of t h e n e w s p a p e r , B l o c k e r s a i d . 

"We c o n s i d e r o u r s e l v e s the m a j o r s o u r c e of p r i n t n e w s f o r 

the a r e a , " he s a i d . As a r e s u l t , T h e D e m o c r a t p r e s e n t s the n e w s 

wi th a h e a v y e m p h a s i s on i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d n a t i o n a l e v e n t s a n d 

a t t e m p t s to r u n r e l a t e d p h o t o g r a p h s w h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e . • 

B l o c k e r s a i d he w a s not s a t i s f i e d w i t h l o c a l p i c t u r e c o v e r a g e 

and t h a t l o c a l p i c t u r e s a r e p r o v i d e d m a i n l y by f ive r e p o r t e r s - " Y o u 

c o u l d n ' t c a l l t h e s e p e r s o n s j o u r n e y m e n or p r o f e s s i o n a l s , " he s a i d , 

a s s e s s i n g t h e i r p h o t o g r a p h i c c a p a b i l i t i e s . " T h e y ' r e a l l b a s i c a l l y 

n o v i c e s . " B l o c k e r a t t r i b u t e d the p o o r q u a l i t y of l o c a l p i c t u r e c o v e r -

age to the i n e x p e r i e n c e of h i s s t a f f . He s a i d : 

A l l s m a l l p a p e r s h a v e a d i f f i c u l t t i m e a t t r a c t i n g s ta f f 
w i th a b i l i t y . W e ' v e had to t a k e b r i g h t peop l e h e r e w h o ' v e 
had no r e a l t r a i n i n g and t r y to t e a c h t h e m how to w r i t e 
a n d u s e a c a m e r a . A s a r e s u l t , the p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i t y 
is not n e a r a s good a s I ! d l ike it t o b e . 
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T h e one f u l l - t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r is a s s i g n e d to e v e n t s t ha t a r e 

g iven p i c t u r e c o v e r a g e only . If the a s s i g n m e n t i n c l u d e s w i l t i n g and 

p i c t u r e s , r e p o r t e r s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p i c t u r e s . 

B l o c k e r s a i d he s e e k s a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s on page one . He n o t e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

a r e d i f f i c u l t t o ob ta in l o c a l l y . 

O u r b e s t l o c a l p i c t u r e c o v e r a g e i s in f e a t u r e p i c t u r e s . 
T h e r e ' s j u s t m o r e o p p o r t u n i t y to c o v e r f e a t u r e p i c t u r e s 
h e r e than h a r d n e w s , a l t h o u g h we would be ge t t i ng m o r e 
l o c a l h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s if we had s o m e b o d y w i t h m o r e 
e x p e r i e n c e . 

B e c a u s e of t h e p o o r qua l i t y and the d i f f i c u l t y in ob ta in ing l o c a l 

p i c t u r e s , t he m a j o r i t y of p i c t u r e s u s e d a t The D e m o c r a t is f r o m the 

news s e r v i c e , B l o c k e r s a i d . He s a i d m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s a r e 

u s e d " f a i r l y o f t e n , bu t no t a s o f t en a s I 'd l ike if I had good c o p y . " 

P i c t u r e p a g e s , h e s a i d , a r e u s e d " i n f r e q u e n t l y , " and c o l o r p h o t o -

g r a p h s a r e n e v e r u s e d in n e w s s e c t i o n s , but only on s p e c i a l l y p r e -

p a r e d a d s . 

T h e P a r i s News 

T h e News s e r v e s a c i ty of 2 3 , 4 4 1 popu la t ion in E a s t T e x a s , 
I 

and h a s a c i r c u l a t i o n of 1 2 , 4 3 6 . It i s p u b l i s h e d e v e r y even ing e x c e p t 

S a t u r d a y . A Sunday m o r n i n g ed i t i on is p u b l i s h e d . 
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T h e News does no t have a f u l l - t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r , It 

e m p l o y s one p e r s o n p a r t - t i m e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w e n t y - f i v e h o u r s p e r 

w e e k , w h o s e m a i n d u t i e s a re s t o c k i n g s u p p l i e s f o r the d a r k r o o m and 

2 

p r o c e s s i n g and p r i n t i n g f i l m s wh ich a r e sho t by sue r e p o r t e r s . 

T h e p a p e r s u b s c r i b e s to a s p e c i a l p a c k a g e of A s s o c i a t e d 

P r e s s w i r e - p h o t o p i c t u r e s w h i c h a r e s e n t by bus da i ly f r o m D a l l a s , 

It r e c e i v e s an a v e r a g e of t en n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s p e r day . A s a 

r e s u l t , t he n u m b e r of n e w s - s e r v i c e p h o t o g r a p h s d e p i c t i n g n a t i o n a l and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s i s e x t r e m e l y l i m i t e d a t T h e N e w s , H o w e v e r , 

a c c o r d i n g to e d i t o r J o h n T h o m a s , e v e n ten n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s p e r 

day a r e " m o r e t h a n we c a n u s e , n He s a i d : 

We have a l a r g e n u m b e r of l o c a l p i c t u r e s w h i c h s t a c k 
up . We c o n c e n t r a t e on l o c a l c o v e r a g e . If t he peop le 
w a n t a m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r , t hen t hey get The M o r n i n g 
N e w s o r T h e T i m e s H e r a l d . O u r f o c u s is to u s e ou r 
m a n p o w e r a s f u l l y a s we c a n to get l o c a l c o v e r a g e , 
We p r e f e r a l o c a l p i c t u r e above a w i r e s e r v i c e p i c t u r e 
e v e n w h e n the w i r e p h o t o i s , in m a n y c a s e s , m u c h 
b e t t e r . 

T h o m a s s a i d t h a t he would r u n m o r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s 

only if a d v e r t i s i n g r e v e n u e i n c r e a s e d and m o r e p a g e s w e r e to be 

p r i n t e d . 

2 
I n t e r v i e w , J o h n T h o m a s , m a n a g i n g e d i t o r , P a r i s , T e x a s , 

M a r c h 21 , 1973. A l l s u b s e q u e n t i n f o r m a t i o n on T h e P a r i s News 
is b a s e d on the T h o m a s i n t e r v i e w wi thout f o o t n o t e a t t r i b u t i o n . 



He s a i d he w a s d i s s a t i s f i e d with the p h o t o g r a p h y s t r u c t u r e 

°f T h e N e w s . "I th ink it is h ighly i n e f f i c i e n t and we get p o o r e r 

qua l i t y p i c t u r e s t h a n we m i g h t o t h e r w i s e , n he s a i d . Ra t ing the 

a b i l i t i e s of his r e p o r t e r - p h o t o g r a p h e r s , T h o m a s s a i d , "Three would 

have to be c o n s i d e r e d a s good as p r o f e s s i o n a l s on m a n y n e w s p a p e r s , 

and then we have t h r e e who t ake j u s t a t r o c i o u s p i c t u r e s . n 

He s a i d his s ta f f s t r e s s e s the need f o r h a r d news p i c t u r e s 

l oca l l y . 

I t h ink we do a p r e t t y good job on h a r d n e w s , but I th ink 
w e ' r e l ack ing in f e a t u r e news s o m e t i m e s . We do e x c e p -
t iona l ly w e l l on c r i m e p i c t u r e s , th ings of tha t s o r t , 
b e c a u s e we have po l i c e r a d i o s in the h o m e s of m o s t of 
ou r r e p o r t e r s . Our f e a t u r e p i c t u r e s a r e l ack ing , b e c a u s e 
we don ' t have the t i m e to devote to t h e m . 

T h o m a s s a i d he b e l i e v e d the c o n c e n t r a t i o n on l o c a l p i c t u r e s 

a t The News w a s a l i m i t a t i o n , but it w a s a r e a l i t y his p a p e r had to 

f a c e . "I would love to have good l o c a l c o v e r a g e and m u c h m o r e a d e -

qua te s t a t e and n a t i o n a l c o v e r a g e , but we don ' t have the c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

If w e ' r e going to c o v e r the l o c a l s c e n e in any kind of depth o r quan t i t y , 

we have to cont inue a s we a r e . " 

T h e po l icy of T h e News is to u s e h a r d news p i c t u r e s on page 

one if t h e y a r e a v a i l a b l e . If no h a r d news p h o t o g r a p h s a r e a v a i l a b l e , 

T h o m a s s a id he p r e f e r r e d to u s e s t r o n g , h u m a n i n t e r e s t p i c t u r e s in 

m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s . The u s e of p i c t u r e pages w a s i n f r e q u e n t 
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in t h e p a s t , he sa id* b u t s i n c e J a n u a r y . 1973, T h e N e w s h a s u s e d a 

p i c t u r e p a g e a l m o s t e v e r y S u n d a y on t h e f i r s t p a g e of s e c t i o n t w o , 

w h i c h i s d e v o t e d t o w o m e n ' s n e w s a n d a m u s e m e n t s . 

T h e N e w s d o e s no t r u n c o l o r p i c t u r e s in n e w s s e c t i o n s , b u t 

on ly in s p e c i a l l y p r e p a r e d a d s . 

T h e M i d l a n d R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m h a s a c i r c u l a t i o n of 1 9 , 5 7 6 a n d 

s e r v e s a p o p u l a t i o n of 5 9 , 4 6 3 in W e s t T e x a s . I t i s p u b l i s h e d e v e r y 

e v e n i n g e x c e p t S a t u r d a y . A S u n d a y m o r n i n g e d i t i o n i s p u b l i s h e d . 

T h e p a p e r h a s t w o f u l l - t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r s w h o t a k e t h e 

m a j o r i t y of t h e l o c a l p i c t u r e s . In a d d i t i o n , t h r e e s t a f f r e p o r t e r s 

t a k e p h o t o g r a p h s , a l t h o u g h t h e n u m b e r of t h e i r c o m b i n e d p i c t u r e s 

a c c o u n t s f o r l e s s t h a n 10 p e r c e n t of t h e l o c a l p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d each. 

3 
w e e k . 

T h e p a p e r s u b s c r i b e s to t h e w i r e p h o t o s e r v i c e of t h e A s s o -

c i a t e d P r e s s a n d r e c e i v e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y one h u n d r e d p i c t u r e s p e r 

d a y . 

La D o y s e L a m b e r t , m a n a g i n g e d i t o r , s a i d h e c o n s i d e r e d a 

t w o - m a n p h o t o g r a p h i c s t a f f and the n e w s - s e r v i c e w i r e s u f f i c i e n t f o r 

3 
I n t e r v i e w , La D o y s e L a m b e r t , "Managing E d i t o r , M i d l a n d , 

T e x a s , M a r c h 2 1 , 1973. A l l s u b s e q u e n t i n f o r m a t i o n on T h e 
R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m .is b a s e d on t h e L a m b e r t i n t e r v i e w w i t h o u t f o o t n o t e 
x rt i-iVmH rm . 
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t he p i c t u r e n e e d s of a p a p e r the s i z e of T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . He 

s a i d t h a t l o c a l and n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s c o m p e t e d e q u a l l y f o r s p a c e 

in the n e w s p a p e r , In a d d i t i o n , t he p a p e r s u b s c r i b e s to N e w s p a p e r 

E n t e r p r i s e A s s o c i a t i o n , bu t a n a v e r a g e of f e w e r t h a n two p i c t u r e s p e r 

w e e k a r e u s e d f r o m t h e s y n d i c a t e , 

L a m b e r t s a i d h i s e d i t o r s , in s e l e c t i n g p i c t u r e s , a r e c o n s c i o u s 

of w h a t n o n - l o c a l , c o m p e t i n g m o r n i n g n e w s p a p e r s have U3ed in n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . T w o m o r n i n g n e w s p a p e r s , T h e L u b b o c k A v a l a n c h e -

J o u r n a l and T h e San A n t o n i o L igh t , c i r c u l a t e in M i d l a n d h e a v i l y . A s 

a r e s u l t , "we f e e l ou r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s t o be a b i t m o r e l o c a l , s i n c e 

w e ' v e f o u n d m o s t of our r e a d e r s t a k e two p a p e r s , " L a m b e r t s a i d . 

" B u t t ha t d o e s n ' t k e e p us f r o m us ing a good n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e even 

if t h e y u s e d i t , if i t h a s a good b e a r i n g on w h a t t h e n e w s i s . " 

He s a i d s e l e c t i o n of p a g e - o n e p i c t u r e s is b a s e d p r i m a r i l y on 

the i m p a c t of a p h o t o g r a p h , bu t b e t w e e n e q u a l news s e r v i c e and l o c a l 

p h o t o g r a p h s , l o c a l p i c t u r e s wou ld t ake p r e c e d e n c e . L a m b e r t a l s o 

s a i d h a r d news p h o t o g r a p h s would t a k e p r e c e d e n c e o v e r s o f t news 

p h o t o g r a p h s on page one . 

He a l s o c i t e d t h e d i f f i c u l t y of s m a l l e r n e w s p a p e r s in k e e p i n g 

t r a i n e d p h o t o g r a p h i c p e r s o n n e l . "I i m a g i n e , " he s a i d , " t h a t is ou r 

g r e a t e s t w e a k n e s s in upho ld ing the qua l i ty of p h o t o g r a p h s . " 
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A n o t h e r p r o b l e m , he s a i d , i s t h a t 

We bog down in to s o m e rou t ine p h o t o g r a p h s t h a t a r e 
s o r t of m a n d a t o r y . . . a lot: of w o m e n ' s c lub t h i n g s 
and c iv ic c l u b s , a n d , of c o u r s e , t ha t t a k e s a lot of t i m e , 
and the t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r s cou ld spend on i n c e n t i v e 
o r e n t e r p r i s e - t y p e p i c t u r e s is r a t h e r l i m i t e d . 

M u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s p r e s e n t a s p a c e p r o b l e m a t 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , L a m b e r t s a i d . He s a i d : 

S p a c e , of c o u r s e , is a l w a y s a t a p r e m i u m on a m e d i u m -
s i z e d d a i l y . We d o n ' t g e n e r a l l y t r y to s q u e l c h ou r p i c -
t u r e s p a c e . If we have good p i c t u r e s we t r y to r u n 
t h e m , bu t on the o t h e r hand , s p a c e is l i m i t e d , s o w e 
d o n ' t t r y to do a s m u c h m u l t i - p i c t u r e l a y o u t s a s p e r h a p s 
s o m e o t h e r s do. 

P i c t u r e - p a g e u s e o c c u r s s i m i - r e g u l a r l y on the f i r s t page of 

the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n on S u n d a y s , L a m b e r t s a i d . No c o l o r p i c t u r e s 

a r e u s e d in news c o l u m n s 

T h e F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m 

T h e m o r n i n g ed i t i on of The F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m h a s a 

c i r c u l a t i o n of 138 ,296 and s e r v e s a c i t y of 3 9 3 , 4 7 6 in N o r t h C e n t r a l 

T e x a s . T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m is p u b l i s h e d s e v e n d a y s a w e e k . 

E i g h t f u l l - t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r s a r e e m p l o y e d , and the p a p e r 

s u b s c r i b e s to the w i r e p h o t o s e r v i c e of the A s s o c i a t e d I ^ r e s s . T h e 

l o c a l p h o t o g r a p h y s ta f f i s on duty in two s h i f t s f r o m 7:00 a . m . to 

11:00 p . m . d a i l y . T h e s taff a l s o is a s s i g n e d r a d i o - e q u i p p e d c a r s , 
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w h i c h a l low p h o t o g r a p h e r s to c o m m u n i c a t e w i th t h e c i ty d e s k f r o m any 

l oca t i on in t h e coun ty . 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m p r i d e s i t s e l f on t h e n u m b e r of l o c a l , 

c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d p h o t o g r a p h s it p u b l i s h e s , a c c o r d i n g to n e w s e d i t o r 

4 
Dav id T i p t o n . He s a i d : 

I f e e l l ike we do a g r e a t d e a l of c iv i c good f r o m p h o t o -
g r a p h s l ike t h i s . We s t r i v e f o r m o r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s . 
T h e w i r e b u d g e t d o e s n ' t o f f e r too m u c h f o r o u r n e e d s , 
a l t h o u g h we do u s e a lot of h u m a n i n t e r e s t p i c t u r e s f r o m 
the w i r e . 

A t t h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m , t h e r e i s a t e n d e n c y f o r e d i t o r s to 

f a v o r s o f t n e w s p i c t u r e s o v e r h a r d news p i c t u r e s on page one , T i p t o n 

s a i d . He s a i d , 

I love a good h a r d news p i c t u r e a n d a l s o a good h u m a n 
i n t e r e s t p i c t u r e . X th ink boch a r e e f f e c t i v e . But if 
I had to c h o o s e and t h e r e w a s no t r e m e n d o u s l y f a t a l news 
e v e n t i nvo lved , I ' d p r o b a b l y go w i th the h u m a n i n t e r e s t 
p i c t u r e . I j u s t b e l i e v e t h e y c a t c h m o r e a t t e n t i o n . 
K ids o r a n i m a l s o r any th ing l ike t h a t is of m o r e i n t e r -
e s t to m o r e p e o p l e . 

He s a i d he f a v o r e d h u m a n i n t e r e s t p i c t u r e s o v e r h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s b e c a u s e " a s a r u l e , we s e e too m a n y p i c t u r e s pf p l ane 

c r a s h e s , c a r w r e c k s and the l i ke , and u n l e s s t h e r e r e a l l y is s o m e -

% 

t h ing o u t s t a n d i n g abou t the e v e n t , I t h ink h u m a n i n t e r e s t is b e t t e r . " 

4 
I n t e r v i e w , David T i p t o n , N e w s E d i t o r , F o r t W o r t h , T e x a s , 

M a r c h 22 , 1973. A l l s u b s e q u e n t i n f o r m a t i o n on T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 
is b a s e d on the T i p t o n i n t e r v i e w , wi thou t f oo tno t e a t t r i b u t i o n . 
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T i p t o n s a i d h e p r e f e r r e d to run p h o t o g r a p h s a s l a r g e a s 

p o s s i b l e on page one , inc lud ing a t l e a s t one p i c t u r e of f o u r - c o l u m n 

w i d t h , a s a g e n e r a l r u l e . He a l s o no ted tha t e m p h a s i s i s p l a c e d on 

o n e - c o l u m n p h o t o g r a p h s of p e r s o n s to i l l u s t r a t e s t o r i e s . He s a i d , 

M a n y t i m e s a m u g sho t i s a l l y c u n e e d . T h e r e ' s no 
r e q u i r e m e n t f o r any th ing m o r e t h a n t h a t . I t ' s no t a 
m a t t e r of s p a c e , though . If a p i c t u r e is good, w e ' l l r u n 
i t f i v e o r s i x c o l u m n s . 

T i p t o n e v a l u a t e d T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m p h o t o g r a p h i c s t a f f a s 

" v e r y p r o f e s s i o n a l " and no ted tha t it has a s m a l l a m o u n t of t u r n o v e r . 

H o w e v e r , he s a i d the n u m b e r of p h o t o g r a p h i c a s s i g n m e n t s given, t o 

e a c h p h o t o g r a p h e r p e r day is s o m e t i m e s a h a n d i c a p . E a c h p h o t o g r a -

p h e r r e c e i v e s a n a v e r a g e of f o u r a s s i g n m e n t s p e r day , he s a i d , w h i c h 

l i m i t s t h e i r o p p o r t u n i t y to p r o d u c e e n t e r p r i s e p h o t o g r a p h s o r i n - d e p t h 

p r o j e c t s . 

M u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s a r e " r a r e , " he s a i d , m a i n l y 

b e c a u s e of a l a c k of o p p o r t u n i t y to ge t p i c t u r e s w h i c h m i g h t q u a l i f y 

f o r s p e c i a l d i s p l a y . " S p a c e is no p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m , " he s a i d . 

P i c t u r e - p a g e l ayou t s a l s o a r e r a r e , he s a i d , e x c e p t on the 

f i r s t page of the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n and a m u s e m e n t s e c t i o n on S u n d a y s . 

Both s e c t i o n s a l s o u s e c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s on a s e m i - r e g u l a r b a s i s , 

w h i c h a r e t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f . T i p t o n e s t i m a t e d tha t t he l o c a l s ta f f 



a v e r a g e s two c o l o r p i c t u r e s p e r w e e k f o r the w o m e n ' s or a m u s e m e n t 

s e c t i o n s . 

T h e w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n a l s o r i m s s p e c i a l l y p r e p a r e d c o l o r 

p h o t o g r a p h s s u p p l i e d by the W o m e n ' s N e w s S e r v i c e . T h e m a j o r i t y of 

t h i s m a t e r i a l i nvo lves i l l u s t r a t i o n s of f a s h i o n s or food . T h e a m u s e -

m e n t s e c t i o n a l s o u s e s a s m a l l e r n u m b e r of c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s of 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t p e r s o n a l i t i e s w h i c h a r e s u p p l i e d by pub l i c r e l a t i o n s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

He s a i d c o l o r p i c t u r e s a r e r a r e l y u s e d a s i l l u s t r a t i o n s f o r 

news e v e n t s , e x c e p t on s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s . 

T h e Hous ton C h r o n i c l e 

T h e C h r o n i c l e s e r v e s a c i t y of 1 , 2 3 2 , 802 popu la t ion in South 

T e x a s and h a s a c i r c u l a t i o n of 3 0 3 , 0 4 1 . It i s p u b l i s h e d e v e r y m o r n -

ing . 

T h e p a p e r e m p l o y s a s ta f f of t w e l v e p h o t o g r a p h e r s and s u b -

s c r i b e s to the w i r e photo s e r v i c e s of t h e A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s and Uni ted 

P r e s s I n t e r n a t i o n a l . T h e p a p e r a l s o s u b s c r i b e s to Cop ley N e w s S e r -

v i c e , N e w s w e e k F e a t u r e S e r v i c e , F i e l d E n t e r p r i s e s , and W o m e n ' s 

News S e r v i c e , w h i c h a l l p r o v i d e p h o t o g r a p h s to i l l u s t r a t e s e l e c t e d 

s t o r i e s . 
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T h e C h r o n i c l e a l s o ha s e m p l o y e d a p i c t u r e e d i t o r f o r the p a s t 

t w e l v e y e a r s , who w o r k s c l o s e l y wi th the p h o t o g r a p h i c and e d i t o r i a l 

s t a f f s and is r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d e t e r m i n i n g the s i z e of the m a j o r i t y of t he 

5 

p i c t u r e s w h i c h a r e p u b l i s h e d in the p a p e r . T h e e x c e p t i o n s a r e 

p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d on page one and on the f i r s t p a g e s of the w o m e n ' s , 

s p o r t s , and a m u s e m e n t , s e c t i o n s . P h o t o g r a p h s on t h e s e p a g e s a r e 

s i z e d b y the r e s p e c t i v e s e c t i o n e d i t o r s . In m o s t c a s e s , howeve r* the 

p i c t u r e e d i t o r w o r k s wi th the i n d i v i d u a l s e c t i o n e d i t o r s to d e t e r m i n e 

the s i z e s on t h e s e p a g e s a l s o . 

Chief p h o t o g r a p h e r G e o r g e Hunnycu t t s u p p o r t s the i dea of a 

p i c t u r e e d i t o r on a, l a r g e n e w s p a p e r , c a l l i n g it A b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . n 

Hunnycu t t c r e d i t e d t he p i c t u r e e d i t o r w i th keep ing n a f r e s h f low of 

i d e a s f o r p i c tu r e s 1 1 and r e p r e s e n t i n g the n e e d s of p h o t o g r a p h e r s to 

e d i t o r s . 

T h e s ta f f p h o t o g r a p h e r s w o r k in two s h i f t s f r o m 7:00 a . m . to 

12:00 p . m . , and a r e a s s i g n e d r a d i o - e q u i p p e d c a r s . A s s i g n m e n t s a r e 

m a d e in two w a y s . T h e n o r m a l c h a n n e l is t h r o u g h i n d i v i d u a l e d i t o r s . 

In a d d i t i o n , a po l i c e r a d i o i s m o n i t o r e d in the p h o t o g r a p h y d e p a r t m e n t 
* 

by a s e c r e t a r y . " M a n y t i m e s , " s a i d Hunnycu t t , "we d i s p a t c h 

5 
I n t e r v i e w , G e o r g e Hunnycu t t , Chief p h o t o g r a p h e r , and 

G e o r g e B a r t h o l o m e w , P i c t u r e E d i t o r , Hous ton , T e x a s , M a r c h 23, 
1973. A l l s u b s e q u e n t i n f o r m a t i o n on T h e C h r o n i c l e is b a a e d on t h e 
H u n n y c u t t - B a r t h o l o m e w i n t e r v i e w s , w i thou t f oo tno t e a t t r i b u t i o n . 



29 

a s s i g n m e n t s d i r e c t l y f r o m h e r e ; w e w o n ' t w o r k t h r o u g h t h e c i t y d e s k . 

T h i s w a y w e g e t i n f o r m a t i o n f a s t e r a n d a r e a b l e t o g e t m o r e n e w s p i c -

t u r e s . M H u n n y c u t t s a i d p h o t o g r a p h e r s m a y b e d i s p a t c h e d t o c o v e r 

a c c i d e n t f a t a l i t i e s o r m u r d e r s if t h e y a r e n e a r t h e v i c i n i t y , b u t s u c h 

p i c t u r e s a r e n o t u s e d a s o f t e n now a s in t h e p a s t . 

T h e n o r m a l p a t t e r n of a s s i g n m e n t s i n v o l v e s H u n n y c u t t , p i c -

t u r e e d i t o r G e o r g e B a r t h o l o m e w , a n d t w o a s s i s t a n t c i t y e d i t o r s , w h o 

d e t e r m i n e t h e m a j o r p h o t o g r a p h i c a s s i g n m e n t s of t h e d a y b a s e d on a n 

a n a l y s i s of s t o r i e s . S a i d B a r t h o l o m e w , 

We t r y t o f i n d out w h a t ! s g o i n g on t h a t n e e d s i l l u s t r a -
t i o n s . E v e n if i t ! s d e t e r m i n e d t h a t a s t o r y d o e s n f t 
w a r r a n t a n y m o r e t h a n a m u g s h o t , a t l e a s t t h e p e o p l e 
w i l l know w h o you 1 r e t a l k i n g a b o u t , a n d s o m e t i m e s i t 
w i l l w o r k i n t o m u l t i - p i c t u r e d i s p l a y s , 

B a r t h o l o m e w s a i d h e g i v e s p r i o r i t y t o l o c a l p i c t u r e s o v e r 

n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , bu t t h a t he p r e f e r s h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on 

p a g e o n e , r e g a r d l e s s of t h e s o u r c e . He s a i d he c o n s c i o u s l y t r i e s t o 

d i s p l a y p h o t o g r a p h s a s l a r g e a s s p a c e w i l l p e r m i t . , ! On W e d n e s d a y s , 

T h u r s d a y s , a n d F r i d a y s i t ' s f a i r l y e a s y t o r u n m o s t p i c t u r e s in t h r e e 

c o l u m n , 1 1 h e s a i d . " B u t on M o n d a y s , T u e s d a y s , a n d S a t u r d a y s i t ' s 

a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e . " 

P i c t u r e - p a g e u s e i s r a r e , B a r t h o l o m e w s a i d , but h a l f - p a g e 

p i c t u r e l ayout s a r e f a i r l y c o m m o n . M u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s a r e 

u s e d f r e q u e n t l y throughout the p a p e r , he s a i d . He n o t e d that m o s t 
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s t o r i e s w h i c h w o u l d n o r m a l l y b e u s e d a s a p i c t u r e page a r e u s e d 

i n s t e a d in the p a p e r ' s T e x a s M a g a z i n e , a Sunday s u p p l e m e n t . 

"We p r e f e r to do i t t h i s w a y , b e c a u s e i t w i l l o f t en a l low us to 

u s e c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s a l s o , " B a r t h o l o m e w s a i d . He n o t e d , h o w e v e r , 

t h a t the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n f r e q u e n t l y u s e d p i c t u r e - p a g e l ayou t s on, 

S u n d a y s . 

T h e w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n , s p o r t s s e c t i o n , and a m u s e m e n t s e c t i o n s 

a l s o f r e q u e n t l y u s e c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s w h i c h a r e p r o d u c e d bo th l o c a l l y 

and f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . C o l o r n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s a r e r a r e l y u s e d , s a i d 

B a r t h o l o m e w , e x c e p t f o r s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s . 

The D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s 

T h e M o r n i n g News has a c i r c u l a t i o n of 242 , 928 and s e r v e s 

a c i t y of 860, '732 popu la t i on in N o r t h C e n t r a l T e x a s . T h e p a p e r i s 

p u b l i s h e d e v e r y m o r n i n g . 

E l e v e n f u l l - t i m e p h o t o g r a p h e r s a r e e m p l o y e d , a n d the p a p e r 

s u b s c r i b e s to the A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s w i r e p h o t o s e r v i c e . In a d d i t i o n , 

i t u s e s a s m a l l e r n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s p r o v i d e d by the C o p l e y News 

S e r v i c e . T h e l o c a l p h o t o g r a p h i c s ta f f is on duty in two s h i f t s f r o m 

8:00 a . m . to 12:00 p . m . da i l y . P h o t o g r a p h e r s a r e p r o v i d e d wi th 

c a r r a d i o s so tha t t h e y m a y c o m m u n i c a t e w i th the c i t y d e s k when on 



a s s i g n m e n t . T h e a v e r a g e rsumber of a s s i g n m e n t s f o r each pho to -

g r a p h e r is one to t h r e e p e r day . 

T h e b a s i c pho tog raph i c po l i cy a t T h e Njews, a c c o r d i n g to 

T e r r y "Walsh, a s s i s t a n t m a n a g i n g e d i t o r , i s f !to go m o r e of ten than 

not wi th a f e a t u r e p i c t u r e ra.th.er than s o m e t h i n g t i ed d i r e c t l y to one of 

6 
the news s to r i e s* 1 1 He s a i d , 

My own f e e l i n g is tha t t h i s is a r e s u l t of t e l e v i s i o n h a v -
ing a lot to do wi th the chang ing e m p h a s i s on news p i c -
t u r e s . You can s e e an ac t i on shot of m a n y even t s on 
the news a t 6:00 o r 10:00 p. m. , and th i s c a n have a 
n e g a t i v e i m p a c t on news p i c t u r e s when y o u ' r e f o l l o w -
ing up l a t e r wi th a s t i l l p h o t o g r a p h . It d o e s n ' t have 
the punch* 

W a l s h s a i d l o c a l p i c t u r e s and n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s c o m p e t e 

equa l ly f o r u se on page one, a l though n p r o b a b l y the s c a l e s a r e t i l t ed a 

l i t t l e b i t t o w a r d l o c a l p i c t u r e s , b e c a u s e you know y o u ' r e the only one 

who h a s i t . !! 

Both W a l s h and T o m D i l i a r d , chief p h o t o g r a p h e r , s a i d tha t 

s o m e e d i t o r s a t The News f a i l to u s e p i c t u r e s to the f u l l e s t ex ten t in 

t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e s e c t i o n s . n I don ! t th ink we have a p r o p e r p i c t u r e 

s e n s e in m a n y c a s e s , 1 1 s a id W a l s h . He s a i d , 

i 

^ I n t e r v i e w , T e r r y W a l s h , a s s i s t a n t m a n a g i n g e d i t o r , and 
T o m D i l i a r d , chief p h o t o g r a p h e r , M a r c h 30, 1973, A l l s u b s e q u e n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n on T h e M o r n i n g News is b a s e d on the W a Is h - Di l la r d 
i n t e r v i e w , wi thout foo tno te a t t r i b u t i o n . 
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T h e r e ' s a f e e l i n g s o m e t i m e s t ha t p i c t u r e s a r e n ' t a s 
i m p o r t a n t a s ge t t ing / r">re type in.„ AH ?.n exatr iple , 
the s p o r t s s e c t i o n s o m e t i m e s h a s t e n to twelve p a g e s 
of so l id t ype , when t h e r e would be r o o m f o r p i c t u r e s 
or a t l e a s t m u g s h o t s , but t hey don ! t s e e m to th ink in 
t h e s e t e r m s . 

Space f o r p i c t u r e s at The News f l u c t u a t e s c o n s i d e r a b l y , 

a c c o r d i n g to W a l s h . n I t ! s e i t h e r a c a s e of f e a s t , o r f a m i n e . !t M u l t i -

p i c t u r e u s e o c c u r s f r e q u e n t l y in the s p o r t s and w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n , W a l s h 

s a i d , and Ms e m i - r e g u l a r l y " in the g e n e r a l news s e c t i o n s . He s a i d 

p i c t u r e - p a g e u s e had b e e n r a r e in the p a s t , but r e c e n t l y s p e c i a l p i c t u r e 

p a g e s have b e e n p r e p a r e d in a d v a n c e to p lace in the paper*s g e n e r a l 

news s e c t i o n s when e x t r a pages a r e a v a i l a b l e . A l l of the p r e p a r e d 

p i c t u r e pages dep ic t s o f t news e v e n t s , W a l s h s a i d . 

Both W a l s h and D i l l a r d s a id tha t the p h o t o g r a p h i c s t a f f s 

s t r o n g e s t a r e a w a s in f e a t u r e p i c t u r e s . D i l l a r d s a i d , 

W e ' v e a l m o s t qui t c o v e r i n g h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . T h e 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y of a s s i g n m e n t s a r e h u m a n i n t e r e s t 
p i c t u r e s . W e ' v e qui t c o v e r i n g spo t c r i m e , au to a c c i -
d e n t s , f i r e , m u r d e r , and t h e f t s a s a g e n e r a l r u l e . 
We !11 c o v e r h a r d - n e w s even t s only if they 1 r e r e a l l y 
b ig . N a t u r a l l y we111 go a l l out on any th ing b ig , and 
we'11 r i de it p r e t t y h a r d , but i t ' s got to be a good h a r d -
news s t o r y b e f o r e w e ' l l f idd le wi th i t now. 

i 

W a l s h s a id The News u s e s an a v e r a g e of one to two c o l o r 

p i c t u r e s p e r w e e k , which, a r e shot by the l oca l s t a f f . C o l o r p i c t u r e s 

a r e u s e d p r i m a r i l y in the w o m e n ' s and e n t e r t a i n m e n t s e c t i o n , he s a i d . 

Both s e c t i o n s , in add i t ion , use a s m a l l e r n u m b e r of c o l o r p i c t u r e s 
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f r o m s y n d i c a t e s . Walsh sa id co lor pho tographs a r e u s e d in g e n e r a l 

news sec t ions only on s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s , such as ho l idays . 



C H A P T E R IH 

S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T AND SOURCE ANALYSIS O F 

P H O T O G R A P H S IN T H R E E S M A L L - C I T Y 

DAILY N E W S P A P E R S 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

con ten t and s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s f o r t h e t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s . 

T h e da ta a r e f i r s t d i s c u s s e d f o r each, i n d i v i d u a l p a p e r ; a s u m m a r y of ^ 

the c o m b i n e d r e s u l t s f o l l o w s . 

T h e S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t 

T h e D e m o c r a t p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 215 p i c t u r e s d u r i n g t h e 

s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y of t h e p i c t u r e s d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s . Of t h e 215 p i c t u r e s u s e d , 123 p i c t u r e s (57 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , w h e r e a s 92 p i c t u r e s (43 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w ? p i c t u r e s . 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of t h e 215 p i c t u r e s showed t h a t the 

m a j o r i t y w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . Of the 215 p i c t u r e s , 117 p i c -

t u r e s (54 p e r cent'* w e r e news - s e r v i c e . 58 p i c t u r e s (27 p e r c e n t ) 

w e r e l o c a l , and 40 p i c t u r e s (19 p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

T h e D e m o c r a t u s e d the s m a l l e s t n u m b e r of l o c a l p i c t u r e s a m o n g the 

34 
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s ix newspapers s u r v e y e d , a v e r a g i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y four p i c t u r e s pe r 

i s s u e dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

The p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and .soft-news p i c t u r e s 

in r e l a t i on to individual s o u r c e s showed that m o r e s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

w e r e used in the local p i c tu re and " o t h e r " s o u r c e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . 

Howeve r , under the n e w s - s e r v i c e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c -

t u r e s w e r e u s e d . 

Of the 117 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 70 p i c t u r e s (60 per cent) 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d as depic t ing h a r d - n e w s even t s , w h e r e a s 47 p i c t u r e s 

(40 pe r cent) depic ted s o f t - n e w s even t s . Of the 58 p i c t u r e s taken by 

the loca l s t a f f , 46 p i c t u r e s (79 p e r cent) dep ic ted s o f t - n e w s even t s , 

w h e r e a s 12 p i c t u r e s (21 pe r cent) depic ted h a r d - n e w s even t s . Of 

the 40 pictures ' f r o m other s o u r c e s , 30 p i c t u r e s (75 p e r cent) 

dep ic ted s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 10 p i c t u r e s (25 pe r cent) depic ted 

h a r d - n e w s even t s . 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of the photographs a c c o r d i n g to s o f t -

and h a r d - n e w s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s showed that the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r used 

under both c a t e g o r i e s w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 

Of the 123 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d as so f t news , 4? p i c t u r e s (38 

per cent) w e r e news s e r v i c e , 46 p i c t u r e s (37 per cent) w e r e loca l , 

and 30 p i c t u r e s (2,5 p e r cent ) w e r e f r o m other s o u r c e s . Of the 92 

p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d as h a r d news , 70 p i c t u r e s (76 p e r cent) w e r e news 
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s e r v i c e , 12 p i c t u r e s (13 p e r cen t ) w e r e l o c a l , and 10 p i c t u r e s (11 

p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of p i c t u r e s on p a g e one s h o w e d t h a t 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d 61 p i c t u r e s w e r e used,, the h i g h e s t n u m b e r 

a m o n g the s i x p a p e r s s u r v e y e d . T h e t o t a l a v e r a g e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

f o u r p i c t u r e s on p a g e one p e r i s s u e . H a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s s l i g h t l y 

o u t n u m b e r e d s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one. Of t h e 61 p i c t u r e s , 

42 p i c t u r e s (69 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 19 p i c -

t u r e s (31 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . N e w s - s e r v i c e p i c -

t u r e s w e r e u s e d a s t he s o u r c e of a l l p i c t u r e s bu t one. T h e only n o n -

n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e , w a s a l o c a l s o f t - n e w s p h o t o g r a p h . E d i t o r s a t 

T h e D e m o c r a t a p p e a r to have r e l i e d on the n e w s s e r v i c e a s the m a j o r 

s o u r c e of bo th h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s f o r page one d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y p e r i o d , A f a c t o r in the l a r g e n u m b e r of p a g e - o n e p i c t u r e s w a s 

the u s e of 30 o n e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s . T h e m a j o r i t y of t h e o n e - c o l u m n 

p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d in a s p e c i a l p a g e - o n e c o l u m n d e v o t e d to p e r s o n s 

m e n t i o n e d in n e w s b r i e f s * 

A n a l y s i s of the c a t e g o r y of mul t i - p i c t u r e u s e s h o w e d t h a t a 

t o t a l of f o u r i n s t a n c e s w e r e r e c o r d e d d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of 

the f o u r , 3 (75 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s and 1 d e p i c t e d a 

h a r d - n e w s e v e n t . T h e s i n g l e h a r d - n e w s i n s t a n c e w a s b a s e d on n e w s -

s e r v i c e - p i c t u r e s . Of t h e 3 s o f t - n e w s i n s t a n c e s , 1 w a s n e w s s e r v i c e , 



1 w a s l o c a l , and 1 w a s f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . P l a c e m e n t of the m u l t i -

p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d 2 t i m e s in s e c t i o n one , and 2 t i m e s in 

" o t h e r " s e c t i o n s . Of t h e 4 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , 3 w e r e 

t w o - c o l u m n c o m b i n a t i o n s , and 1 i nvo lved t h e u s e of f o u r o r m o r e 

p i c t u r e s . 

T h e D e m o c r a t had no i n s t a n c e s of p i c t u r e - p a g e u s e d u r i n g 

the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s i z e - o f - p h o t o g r a p h c a t e g o r y s h o w e d t h a t the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s w e r e d i s p l a y e d in o n e - c o l u m n s i z e . Of 

t h e 215 p i c t u r e s , t h e r e w e r e 96 p i c t u r e s (45 p e r cen t ) in o n e - c o l u m n 

w i d t h s , 63 p i c t u r e s {29 p e r cent} in t w o - c o l u m n w i d t h s , 38 p i c t u r e s 

(18 p e r cen t ) in t h r e e - c o l u m n w i d t h s , and 18 p i c t u r e s (8 p e r cen t ) in 

w id th s of f o u r c o l u m n s o r m o r e . 

A n a l y s i s of the p l a c e m e n t - o f - p i c t u r e s c a t e g o r y s h o w e d the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s a p p e a r e d in s e c t i o n one wi th 94 p i c t u r e s 

(44 p e r c e n t ) , f o l l o w e d by 21 p i c t u r e s (10 p e r cen t ) in the s p o r t s 

s e c t i o n , 38 p i c t u r e s (17 p e r cen t ) in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n , and 62. 

p i c t u r e s (29 p e r cen t ) in " o t h e r " s e c t i o n s . T h e D e m o c r a t did not 

r u n a s e c t i o n devo t ed p r i m a r i l y to l o c a l n e w s , s o no da ta w e r e a v a i l -

a b l e t inder t h a t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

D u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , t h e i e w e r e 54 p i c t u r e s u s e d w i t h 

o u t l i n e s on ly , r e p r e s e n t i n g 25 p e r cen t of the p i c t u r e s u s e d . 
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T h e r e w e r e no c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s pub l i shed a t T h e D e m o c r a t 

d a r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

The P a r i s News 

I he News p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 157 p h o t o g r a p h s d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y p e r i o d , the l o w e s t t o t a l r e c o r d e d a m o n g a l l the n e w s p a p e r s 

s u r v e y e d . 

A m a j o r f a c t o r in the r e l a t i v e l y low n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s w a s 

the news - s e r v i c e p h o t o g r a p h d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s t e m in u s e a t The N e w s . 

T h e p a p e r r e c e i v e d an, a v e r a g e of only 8 to 10 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s 

da i ly , wh ich w e r e d e l i v e r e d by bus f r o m D a l l a s . 

Of the 157 t o t a l , 130 p i c t u r e s (83 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d 

a s s o f t n e w s , and 2 7 p i c t u r e s (17 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d 

n e w s . 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of the 157 p i c t u r e s showed tha t 105 

p i c t u r e s (67 p e r cen t ) w e r e p r o d u c e d loca l ly . Only 10 n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s (h p e r cen t ) w e r e u sed d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . O t h e r 

s o u r c e s p r o v i d e d 42 p i c t u r e s (27 p e r cent) 

A b r e a k d own of the p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and 

s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s a c c o r d i n g to ind iv idua l s o u r c e s showed tha t s o f t -

news p i c t u r e s w e r e in the m a j o r i t y a m o n g a l l t h r e e s o u r c e s . 



Of the 105 l o c a l p i c t u r e s * 84 p i c t u r e s (80 p e r c e n t ) w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , w h e r e a s 21 p i c t u r e s (20 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s -

s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s . Of t h e . 1 0 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 6 p i c t u r e s (60 

p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , w h e r e a s 4 p i c t u r e s (40 p e r 

cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s . Of the 42 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d in 

the ' 'o ther 1 1 c a t e g o r y , 40 p i c t u r e s (95 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s 

s o f t n e w s , w h e r e a s 2 p i c t u r e s (5 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d 

n e w s . 

A b r e a k d o w n of the s o u r c e s of the 130 s o f t - n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s 

s h o w e d tha t 84 p i c t u r e s (65 p e r c c n t ) w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y , 6 p i c t u r e s 

(4 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , and 40 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

f r o m 5 tothe r 11 s o u r c e s . 

A b r e a k d o w n of the s o u r c e s of t h e 27 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

s h o w e d t h a t 21 (78 p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y . 4 p i c t u r e s (15 p e r 

cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , and 2 p i c t u r e s (7 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m 

" o t h e r " s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of p i c t u r e s on page one s h o w e d t h a t 28 

p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e u s e d d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , a v e r a g i n g 2 p i c t u r e s 

on page one p e r i s s u e . Of the 28 p i c t u r e s , 18 p i c t u r e s (64 p e r c e n t ) 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t news a n d 10 p i c t u r e s (36 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i -

f i e d a s h a r d n e w s . ?.'h3 News was the only p a p e r of the s i x s u r v e y e d 

w h i c h did no t have a m a j o r i t y of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one . T h e 
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d r a s t i c a l l y l imi t ed use of n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s a p p e a r s to be a m a j o r 

f a c t o r in account ing for the high p e r c e n t a g e of s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s on 

page one s a l though the ed i to r of The Mews indica ted that many t i m e s 

he would run a loca l pho tograph b e f o r e a n e w s - s e r v i c e photograph 

r e g a r d l e s s of whe the r it was h a r d or sof t news . The l imi t ed use of 

n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s was the m o s t s e r i o u s w e a k n e s s found in The 

News 1 p i c tu r e c o v e r a g e . Pho tograph ic i l l u s t r a t i o n s f o r s t o r i e s at 

the s t a t e , na t iona l , . and i n t e rna t i ona l level w e r e a l m o s t non-

ex i s t en t . The News divided p a g e - o n e s t o r i e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y even 

be tween loca l and n e w s - s e r v i c e s t o r i e s , but only two n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s a p p e a r e d on page one dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e two, 

both w e r e c l a s s i f i e d as h a r d news . 

Under the c a t e g o r y of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , 5 i n s t a n c e s w e r e 

r e c o r d e d . Of the 5. 2 w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d news and 3 w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d as sof t news . T w o - p i c t u r e combina t ions w e r e used 3 t i m e s , 

w h e r e a s t h r e e - p i c t u r e and f o u r - p i c t u r e combina t ions w e r e used once 

e a c h . Two of the i n s t ances of m u l t i - p i c t u r e use o c c u r r e d on page 

one, 2 o c c u r r e d in s ec t i on one, and 1 o c c u r r e d in the s p o r t s s ec t i on . 

Under the ca t ego ry of s i ze of p i c t u r e s , t h e r e 'were 35 p i c t u r e s 

(22 pe r cent) used in one -co lumn wid ths , 63 p i c t u r e s (40 per cent) 

used in two-co lumn wid ths , 44 p i c t u r e s (2 8 pe r cent) used in t h r e e -

co lumn wid ths , and 15 p i c t u r e s (10 p e r cent) used in widths of f o u r 
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c o l u m n s or m o r e . T h e News w a s the only p a p e r of the s i x s u r v e y e d 

w h i c h did not have the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s d i s p l a y e d in one -

c o l u m n w i d t h s . 

U n d e r t he p l a c e m e n t - o f ~ p i c t u r e s c a t e g o r y , 68 p i c t u r e s (44 

p e r cen t ) w e r e u s e d in s e c t i o n one , 18 p i c t u r e s (11 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

u s e d in the s p o r t s s e c t i o n , 38 p i c t u r e s (24 p e r c e n t ) w e r e u s e d in the 

w o m e n ! s s e c t i o n , and 33 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r cen t ) w e r e u s e d in l s other n 

s e c t i o n s . T h e News did not devo te a s e c t i o n e n t i r e l y to l oca l n e w s , 

s o no da t a w e r e r e c o r d e d f o r that c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

T h e u s e of cu t l ine -on ly p i c t u r e s o c c u r r e d 15 t i m e s d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y p e r i o d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 9 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s 

u s e d . Of the 15, 9 cap t ion - only p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d on page one . 

T h e r e w e r e n o i n s t a n c e s of the u se of c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s o r 

p i c t u r e p a g e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

T h e Midland R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 309 p i c t u r e s 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , the l a r g e s t n u m b e r a m o n g the t h r e e s m a l l -

c i ty n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d , A major f a c t o r in t h e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r 

n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s w a s T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m ' s two f u l l - t i m e p h o t o -

g r a p h e r s * r a t h e r t h a n the r e p o r t e r - p h o t o g r a p h e r s y s t e m u s e d a t the 

o t h e r s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s . 
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Of t h e 309 p i c t u r e s , 258 p i c t u r e s (83 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , w h e r e a s 51 p i c t u r e s (17 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e of t h e 309 p i c t u r e s s h o w e d tha t the 

m a j o r i t y , 179 p i c t u r e s (58 p e r c e n t ) , w e r e p r o d u c e d l o c a l l y . T h e 

n e w s s e r v i c e a c c o u n t e d f o r 91 p i c t u r e s (29 p e r c e n t ) , and " o t h e r " 

s o u r c e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 3 9 p i c t u r e s (13 p e r c en t ) . 

A b r e a k d o w n of the p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and s o f t -

news p i c t u r e s a c c o r d i n g to i n d i v i d u a l s o u r c e s showed tha t s o f t - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s w e r e in t h e m a j o r i t y in a l l t h r e e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . 

Of the .179 p i c t u r e s t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , 153 (85 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e of s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 2b p i c t u r e s (15 p e r c e n t ) w e r e of 

h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 91 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 68 p i c t u r e s (75 

p e r cen t ) w e r e of s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 2,3 p i c t u r e s (25 p e r 

cen t ) w e r e of h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 39 p i c t u r e s f r o m " o t h e r " 

s o u r c e s , 37 p i c t u r e s (95 p e r c e n t ) w e r e of s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 

2 p i c t u r e s (5 p e r cen t ) w e r e of h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of t h e p h o t o g r a p h s u n d e r the c a t e g o r i e s 

of h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s s h o w e d t h a t the l o c a l s t a f f w a s 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the m a j o r i t y of the p i c t u r e s in b o t h c a t e g o r i e s . 

Of the 258 s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , 153 p i c t u r e s (60 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y , 68 p i c t u r e s (26 p e r cen t ) w e r e news s e r v i c e , and 
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37 p i c t u r e s (14 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s . Of the 51 

h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s , 26 p i c t u r e s (51 p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y , 

23 p i c t u r e s (45 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , and 2 p i c t u r e s (4 p e r 

cen t ) w e r e f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of the use of p i c t u r e s on page one showed t h a t 25 

p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e u s e d d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , a v e r a g i n g s l i g h t l y 

l e s s t h a n 2 p e r i s s u e . Of t h e 25 p i c t u r e s , 17 p i c t u r e s (68 p e r c e n t ) 

w e r e h a r d n e w s , and 8 p i c t u r e s (32 p e r cen t ) w e r e s o f t n e w s . A 

b r e a k d o w n of t h e s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d on page one showed t h a t 

13 p i c t u r e s w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , and 12 w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y . T h e 

m a j o r i t y of bo th n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s and l o c a l p i c t u r e s u s e d on page 

one w e r e of h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , h o w e v e r . T h e s e f i g u r e s a p p e a r to 

i n d i c a t e t ha t e d i t o r s a t T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a r n afctempted to p r e s e n t 

a n e v e n b a l a n c e b e t w e e n l o c a l and n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s on p a g e 

one , a l t h o u g h h a r d - n e w s p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e c o n s i s t e n t l y g iven p r i o r i t y 

r e g a r d l e s s of t h e s o u r c e . 

U n d e r the c a t e g o r y of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , 7 i n c i d e n t s o c c u r r e d 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of the 7, 6 w e r e s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , and 1 

w a s a h a r d - n e w s e v e n t . Of the 7 e x a m p l e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , 4 

w e r e p r o d u c e d l o c a l l y and 3 w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . T w o -

p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d 4 t i m e s , t h r e e - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s 

o c c u r r e d 2 t i m e s , and a f o u r - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n o c c u r r e d 1 t i m e . 
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The use of p i c t u r e pages o c c u r r e d 2 t i m e s at The Reporter™ 

l e l e g r a n ? . du r ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Both p i c tu r e pages o c c u r r e d on 

page one of the w o m e n ' s sec t ion in Sunday i s s u e s . Both pages 

involved s o f t - n e w s events and w e r e taken by the loca l pho tograph ic 

s t a f f . 

Under the ca t ego ry of s i z e of p i c t u r e s , t h e r e w e r e 101 p i c t u r e s 

(33 pe r cent) u sed in one-column, wid ths , 96 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r cent) 

u sed in t w o - c o l u m n wid ths , 82 p i c t u r e s (26 p e r cent) used in t h r e e -

co lumn wid ths , and 30 p i c t u r e s (10 pe r cent) used in widths of f o u r 

co lumns or m o r e . 

Under the p l a c e m e n t - o f - p i c t u r e s c a t e g o r y , t h e r e w e r e 124 

p i c t u r e s (40 pe r cent) used in s ec t ion one, 53 p i c t u r e s (17 pe r cent) 

used in the s p o r t s sec t ion , 63 p i c t u r e s (22 pe r cent) used in the 

w o m e n ' s s ec t i on , and 64 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r cent) used in " o t h e r " 

s e c t i o n s . The- R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , like The P a i i s News and The 

Pe rnor r a t , did not devote a sec t ion e n t i r e l y to loca l news , so no data 

w e r e r e c o r d e d under tha t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

The use of p i c t u r e s with cut l ines only o c c u r r e d 42 t i m e s 

dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 19 'per cent of the to ta l n u m b e r 

of p i c t u r e s used , Only 1 cu t l ine -on ly p i c tu re a p p e a r e d on page one. 

T h e r e w e r e no ins t ances of the use of co lo r pho tographs dur ing 

the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 
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S u m m a r y 

A t o t a l of 681 p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e p u b l i s h e d d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y 

p e r i o d by the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 

H y p o t h e s i s two , t h a t l oca l -news p i c t u r e s d e p i c t m o r e s o f t -

news e v e n t s t han h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , i s s u p p o r t e d in the c a s e of a l l 

t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 

A t o t a l of 342 p i c t u r e s w e r e t a k e n by the t h r e e l o c a l s t a f f s 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 283 p i c t u r e s (83 p e r c e n t ) 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 59 p i c t u r e s (17 p e r c e n t ) 

d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s ( s ee T a b l e I). 

T A B L E I 

DISTRIBUTION O F L O C A L P I C T U R E S A C C O R D I N G TO 
S U 5 J E C T - MAT T E F CONT ENT 

Sof t News H a r d N e w s T o t a l P i c t u r e s 

No. % Mo. % 

T h e P a r i s N e w s 84 80 21 20 105 

The R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 153 85 26 15 179 

The D e m o c r a t 46 79 1 1 J± 
\ 

J 3 8 

T o t a I s 283 83 59 

\ 

17 342 
I 



46 

Of the 105 l o c a l p i c t u r e s a t T h e P a r i s N e w s , SO p e r c e n t 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 58 l o c a l p i c t u r e s a t T h e S h e r m a n 

D e m o c r a t , 79 p e r cen t d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 179 l o c a l 

p i c t u r e s a t T h e K^idland ffieporter - T e le g ra m , 85 p e r cen t depic ted , s o f t -

n e w s e v e n t s . 

H y p o t h e s i s t h r e e , t ha t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s wou ld p r o v i d e 

tne g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s u s e d in the n e w s p a p e r s is 

s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s a t T h e D e m o c r a t , bu t w a s not s u p p o r t e d by 

p r a c t i c e s a t T h e N e w s and T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . 

A t o t a l of 170 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d a t t h e t h r e e 

s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 97 p i c t u r e s 

(57 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , 59 p i c t u r e s (35 p e r cen t ) w e r e l o c a l 

p h o t o g r a p h s , a n d 14 p i c t u r e s (8 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

H o w e v e r , the news s e r v i c e w a s the s o u r c e f o r the m a j o r i t y of h a r d -

n e w s p i c t u r e s only a t T h e D e m o c r a t . T h e l o c a l s t a f f s a c c o u n t e d f o r 

the m a j o r i t y of the h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t the o t h e r two p a p e r s ( s e e 

T a b l e II) . 

Of t h e 92 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t T h e D e m o c r a t , 75 p e r cen t 

w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . Of the 27 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t T h e 

N e w s , 78 p e r c e n t w e r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s . Of t h e 51 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

a t T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , 51 p e r c e n t w e r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s . 
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T A B L E II 

DISTRIBUTION O F HARD-NEWS P H O T O G R A P H S A C C O R D I N G 
T O SOURCES 

' 

News S« ? rv ice L o c a l O t h e r T o t a l 
' 

No. % No. % No. % 

T o t a l 

T h e P a r i s N e w s 4 15 2.1 78 2 7 27 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 23 45 26 51 2 4 51 

T h e D e m o c r a t 70 76 1A 1 1 10 1 1 92 

T o t a l s 97 57 59 35 14 8 170" 

H y p o t h e s i s f o u r , t h a t t h e r e wou ld be m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

u s e d on page one t h a n s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , is s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s 

a t The D e m o c r a t and T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , b u t i s not s u p p o r t e d by 

p r a c t i c e s a t The N e w s . 

A t o t a l of 114 p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d on p a g e one d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 69 p i c t u r e s (60 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d -

n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 45 p i c t u r e s (40 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s ( s e e T a b l e III). 

Of t h e 61 p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one a t The D e m o c r a t , 69 p e r 

c e n t were of h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 25 p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one 

at T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , 68 p e r c e n t w e r e of h a r d -news e v e n t s , 
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Of the 28 p i c t u r e s used on page one a t The News , 64 p e r cent w e r e of 

s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , 

TABLE III 

DISTRIBUTION OF PAGE-ONE PIG TUB E3 ACCORDING 
TO SUBJECT -MATTER CONTENT 

H a r d News Soft News To ta l P i c t u r e s 

No. % No. % 

Tota l P i c t u r e s 

The P a r i s News 10 36 18 64 28 

The R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 1? 68 8 32 25 

The D e m o c r a t 42 69 i i i i 61 

To t a l s 69 61 45 39 114 

The News w a s the only p a p e r of the s ix s u r v e y e d which used 

m o r e s o f t - n e w s than h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one. Ana lys i s of 

the s o u r c e of the h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one showed tha t The 

News r e l i e d on its loca l staff to provide the ma jo r i t y of p i c t u r e s used 

on page one, w h e r e a s The D e m o c r a t and The R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m both 

used m o r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s than loca l p i c t u r e s or p i c t u r e s f r o m 

other s o u r c e s on page one. 

Hypothes i s f ive , that p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i - p i c t u r e layouts 

would be devoted p r i m a r i l y to s o f t - n e w s events r a t h e r than to h a r d -



49 

n e w s e v e n t s , is s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s a t a l l t h r e e of the s m a l l - c i t y 

d a i l i e s s u r v e y e d . 

A t o t a l of 16 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e o c c u r r e d d u r i n g 

the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 12 i n s t a n c e s (75 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t -

n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 4 i n s t a n c e s (25 p e r cent) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s 

e v e n t s ( s ee T a b l e IV) . 

T A B L E IV 

DISTRIBUTION O F M U L T I - - P I C T U R E USE A C C O R D I N G T O 
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Soft News H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No . % No. % 

T h e N e w s 3 60 2 40 5 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 6 86 1 14 7 

T h e D e m o c r a t . _3 75_ I 25 __4 

T o t a l s 12 75 4 

!_. _ 

25 16 

Of the 5. i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e a t T h e N e w s , 60 p e r 

I 

cen t d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 7 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e 

u s e a t T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , 86 p e r c e n t d e p i c t e d s o f t news e v e n t s . 

Of t h e 4 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e a t T h e D e m o c r a t , 75 p e r c e n t 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . 
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Only one of t h e t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s s u r v e y e d , T h e . 

R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , p u b l i s h e d p i c t u r e p a g e s d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

Of t h e 2 p i c t u r e p a g e s i t u s e d , both d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s ( s e e 

T a b l e V) . 

T A B L E V 

DISTRIBUTION O F P I C T U R E P A G E S A C C O R D I N G T O 
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Sof t N e w s H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No. % No. % 

T h e P a r i s N e w s 0 0 0 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 2 100 0 0 

T h e D e m o c r a t £ 0 0 

T o t a l s 2 

i 

0 0 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e - o f - p h o t o g r a p h da t a on the t h r e e s m a l l -

c i t y d a i l i e s i n d i c a t e d tha t m o r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d t h a n n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s o r p i c t u r e s f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s a t T h e N e w s and T h e 

R e - p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . T h e D e m o c r a t , h o w e v e r , u s e d m o r e n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , a l t h o u g h i t s e d i t o r i n d i c a t e d t h a t the p a p e r ' s r e l i a n c e 

on n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s w a s m o r e a r e s u l t of an i n e x p e r i e n c e d s t a f f 

t h a n t h a t of c h o i c e . . 
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Of the 681 p h o t o g r a p h s p u b l i s h e d a t t h e t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y 

d a i l i e s , 342 p i c t u r e s (50 p e r cen t ) w e r e loca.1 p i c t u r e s , 218 p i c t u r e s 

(32 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s se rv i ce , , and 121 p i c t u r e s (18 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s ( s ee T a b l e VI) , 

T A B L E VI 

DISTRIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S ACCORDING T O S O U R C E S 

L o c a l News S e r v i c e O t h e r T o t a l 

No . % No. % No. % 

T h e P a r i s N e w s 105 67 10 7 42 26 157 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 179 58 91 2 9 39 13 309 

T h e D e m o c r a t J&8 j | i l 117 54 40 | 9 215 

T o t a l s 342 

L — 

50 218 . 32 121 18 681 

Of the 157 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t T h e N e w s , 67 p e r c e n t w e r e t a k e n 

l o c a l l y . Of the 309 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t T h e Re p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , 58 p e r 

cen t w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y . Of t h e 215 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t T h e D e m o c r a t , 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r , 54 p e r c e n t , w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 

In the s i z e - o f - p h o t o g r a p h c a t e g o r y , a d e f i n i t e d i r e c t i o n 

a p p e a r e d a t T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m and The D e m o c r a t . On bo th 

p a p e r s , a s t h e s i z e of a p i c t u r e i n c r e a s e d , the f r e q u e n c y of i t s u s e 
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d e c r e a s e d . This d i rec t ion was suppor t ed in a l l f o u r s i z e s on the 

p a p e r s ment ioned above . Th i s d i r ec t i on a l s o a p p e a r e d a t The News 

in a l l but the one -co lumn c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , -where f e w e r one -co lumn p i c -

t u r e s w e r e used than e i t he r t w o - c o l u m n or t h r e e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s . 

The to ta l s of the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s w e r e 232 o n e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

(34 p e r cent ) , 222 two-co lumn p i c t u r e s (32 per cent) , 164 t h r e e -

co lumn p i c t u r e s (25 pe r cenc), and 63 p i c t u r e s of fou r co lumn widths 

o r m o r e (9 pe r cent) (see Table VII). 

TABLE VII 

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO 
COLUMN WIDTHS 

One 
Column 

Two 
Column 

T h r e e 
Column 

F our 
C olumn 

To ta l 

No. % No. % No. ' % No. % 

Tota l 

The P a r i s News 35 22 63 40 44 28 15 10 157 

The R e p o r t e r -
T e l e g r a m 101 32. 96 31 82 2,7 30 10 309 

The D e m o c r a t 96 45 63 11 

i 

38 
5 

18 18 _8 215 

To ta l s 232 35 222 32 164 

1 
24 

1 

63 9 681 



A n a l y s i s of t h e p l a c e m e n t - o f - p h o t o g r a p h c a t e g o r y s h o w e d 

t h a t a l l t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s u s e d the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s 

in s e c t i o n one . T h e c o m b i n e d t o t a l s f o r p i c t u r e p l a c e m e n t on the 

t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s s h o w e d tha t 296 p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d in s e c t i o n 

one (43 p e r c en t ) , 92 p i c t u r e s (13 p e r cen t ) w e r e u s e d in the s p o r t s 

s e c t i o n s , 144 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r cen t ) w e r e u s e d in w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n s , 

and 159 p i c t u r e s (23 p e r cen t ) w e r e u s e d in o t h e r s e c t i o n s ( s e e 

T a b l e VIII) . 

T A B L E VIII 

DISTRIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S A C C O R D I N G T O P L A C E M E N T 

S e c t i o n One Loca l S p o r t s W o m e n Othe r T o t a l 

No . % No. % No. % No. % 
l 

No. % 

T h e P a r i s News 68 43 18 11 38 24 33 21 157 

T h e R e p o r t e r -
T e l e g r a m 124 40 - 53 17 68 22 64 21 309 

T h e D e m o c r a t 94 44 _ 21 10 38 17 62 29 215 

T ota Is 296 43 - 92 13 144 21 

> 

159 23 681 

T h e u s e of p i c t u r e s wi th o u t l i n e s only o c c u r r e d a t o t a l of 111 

t i m e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d t r e p r e s e n t i n g 16 p e r c e n t of the p i c -

t u r e s p u b l i s h e d . Cut l i n e - o n l y u s e did not o c c u r h e a v i l y on any of the 
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p a p e r s s u r v e y e d . Of t h e 215 p i c t u r e s u sed a t T h e D e m o c r a t , 24 p e r 

c e n t w e r e o u t l i n e - o n l y . Of the 309 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t T h e B e p o r t e r -

T e l e g r a m , 13 p e r c e n t w e r e c u t ! L i e - o n l y . Of the 157 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t 

T h e P a r i s N e w s , 9 p e r c e n t w e r e o u t l i n e - o n l y ( s e e T a b l e IX). T h e r e 

a p p e a r e d to be no d i s c e r n a b l e d i r e c t i o n m the u s e of cut l i n e - o n l y p i c -

t u r e s on the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . T h e y o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

p a p e r s , and w e r e no t a d o m i n a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of any s i n g l e s e c t i o n of 

the n e w s p a p e r s . 

T A B L E IX 

DISTRIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S USED WITH OUTLINES 
ONLY 

1 

Out l ine Only j ! Wi th S t o r y T o t a l 

No . % 
! 

No. 
i 

% 

T o t a l 

T h e P a r i s News 15 10 142 90 157 

T h e R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m 42 14 267 86 309 

T h e D e m o c r a t 54 25_ 161 • Z 1 215 

T o ta Is 111 16 570 84 681 

T h e u s e of c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s in news s e c t i o n s did not o c c u r 

a t any of t h e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . E d i t o r s a t 
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a l l t h r e e n e w s p a p e r s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t hey did no t u s e c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s 

e x c e p t in the c a s e of s p e c i a l l y p r e p a r e d a d s . 



CHA P T E S IV 

S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T AND SOURCE ANALYSIS O F 

P H O T O G R A P H S IN T H R E E M E T R O P O L I T A N 

DAILY N E W S P A P E R S 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n abou t the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

c o n t e n t and s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s f o r t h e t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s -

p a p e r s . T h e d a t a a r e f i r s t d i s c u s s e d f o r e a c h i n d i v i d u a l n e w s p a p e r ; 

a s u m m a r y of the c o m b i n e d r e s u l t s f o l l o w s . 

The F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 560 p h o t o g r a p h s 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

Of t h e 560 p i c t u r e s u a e d , the m a j o r i t y d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s . A t o t a l of 455 p i c t u r e s (81 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s 

s o f t n e w s , w h e r e a s 105 p i c t u r e s (19 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s 

h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e of the 560 p h o t o g r a p h s s h o w e d t h a t 

245 p i c t u r e s (44 p e r cen t ) w e r e p r o d u c e d by the l o c a l s t a f f . T h e 

n e w s s e r v i c e a c c o u n t e d f o r 174 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r c en t ) , and " o t h e r " 

s o u r c e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 341 p i c t u r e s (25 p e r c e n t ) . 

56 
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A ' b r eakdown of the p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and 

s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s a c c o r d i n g to i n d i v i d u a l s o u r c e s s h o w e d tha t s o f t -

n e w s p i c t u r e s w e r e in the m a j o r i t y a m o n g a l l t h r e e s o u r c e s . 

Of t h e 245 p i c t u r e s t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , 232. p i c t u r e s (95 

p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 13 p i c t u r e s (5 p e r 

cen t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 174 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 

89 p i c t u r e s (51 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e v / s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 85 p i c -

t u r e s (49 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 141 p i c t u r e s 

f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s , 134 p i c t u r e s (95 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 7 p i c t u r e s (5 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of the p h o t o g r a p h s u n d e r the s o f t - a n d 

h a r d - n e w s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n showed t h a t the l o c a l s t a f f w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , a n d the n e w s s e r v i c e w a s 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r cf h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

Of t he -455 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , 232 p i c t u r e s (51 

p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , 89 p i c t u r e s (20 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

f r o m the n e w s s e r v i c e , and 134 p i c t u r e s (29 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m 

" o t h e r " s o u r c e s . 

Of the 105 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s , 13 p i c t u r e s (12 p e r 

c e n t ) w e r e t a k e n b y the loca l s t a f f , 85 p i c t u r e s (81 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

f r o m news s e r v i c e s , and 7 p i c t u r e s (7 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m " o t h e r " 

s o u r c e s . 
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A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of p h o t o g r a p h s on p a g e one d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y p e r i o d s h o w e d t h a t 26 p i c t u r e s w e r e p u b l i s h e d , a v e r a g i n g 

s l i g h t l y f e w e r t h a n 2 p i c t u r e s on p a g e one p e r i s s u e . H a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s s l i g h t l y o u t n u m b e r e d s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one d u r i n g 

the p e r i o d . Of t h e 26 p a g e - o n e p i c t u r e s , 14 p i c t u r e s (54 p e r cen t ) 

d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e i e a s 12 p i c t u r e s (46 p e r c e n t ) 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . T h e s o u r c e of t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of 

p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one w a s the news s e r v i c e w i th 16 (61 p e r c en t ) . Of 

t h e s e , 13 w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s , w h e r e a s 3 w e r e 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s . T h e l o c a l s ta f f a c c o u n t e d f o r 6 

p i c t u r e s on p a g e one (23 p e r c e n t ) . Of the 6, 5 d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s , and 1 d e p i c t e d a h a r d - n e w s e v e n t . F o u r p i c t u r e s (16 p e r 

cen t ) c a m e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . Of t h e 4 , a l l d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s . E d i t o r s a t T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m a p p e a r e d to r e l y on n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s a s t h e s o u r c e f o r the m a j o r i t y of the h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

U n d e r the c a t e g o r y of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , a t o t a l of 17 

i n s t a n c e s w e r e r e c o r d e d d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y of 

t h e i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 

17 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , only one m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n 

d e p i c t e d a h a r d - n e w s e v e n t , w h e r e a s 16 d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . 

T h e s i n g l e h a r d - n e w s even t w a s b a s e d on n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . Of 
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t h e 16 r e m a i n i n g s o f t - n e w s i n s t a n c e s , 12 w e r e t a k e n b y l o c a l p h o t o -

g r a p h e r s a n d 4 w e r e b a s e u on new s - s e r v i e e p i c t u r e s , p l a c e m e n t of 

the m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d 8 t i m e s in the w o m e n ' s s e c -

t i o n , 5 t i m e s in t h e s p o r t s s e c t i o n , a n d 4 t i m e s in g e n e r a l n e w s s e c -

t i o n s . C o n c e r n i n g s i z e of t he m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s ? t h e r e 

w e r e 7 i n s t a n c e s of t w o - p i c t u r e u s e , 5 i n s t a n c e s of t h r e e - p i c t u r e u s e , 

a n d 5 i n s t a n c e s of t he u s e of f o u r o r m o r e p i c t u r e s . 

T h e r e w e r e 2 i n s t a n c e s of t h e u s e of p i c t u r e p a g e s d u r i n g t h e 

s u r v e y p e r i o d . B o t h i n s t a n c e s d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Both p i c -

t u r e p a g e s o c c u r r e d in S u n d a y n e w s p a p e r s , 1 on the f i r s t p a g e of t h e 

a m u s e m e n t s e c t i o n , a n d the o t h e r on t h e f i r s t p a g e of t he women's s e c -

t i o n . 

D u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d t h e r e w e r e 3 i n s t a n c e s of the u s e of 

c o l o r p h o t o g r a p h s in n e w s s e c t i o n s . A l l of t h e i n s t a n c e s d e p i c t e d s o f t -

n e w s e v e n t s a n d o c c u r r e d in t h e w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n . T w o of t h e t h r e e 

i n s t a n c e s i n v o l v e d m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e a n d w e r e p r o d u c e d b y l o c a l 

p h o t o g r a p h e r s , w h e r e a s t he t h i r d w a s p r o d u c e d by n o t h e r 1 1 s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s iz e - of - p ic t u r e s c a t e g o r y s h o w e d t ha t t he 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s w e r e d i s p l a y e d in o n e - c o l u m n w i d t h s , 

T o t a l s f o r t he f o u r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s of s i z e a r e : o n e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s , 

305 (54 p e r c e n t ) ; t w o - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s , 113 (21 p e r c e n t ) ; t h r e e -

c o l u m n p i c t u r e s , 101 (18 p e r c e n t ) ; and p i c t u r e s in s i z e s of f o u r 
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c o l u m n s o r m o r e , 4 1 (7 p e r c e n t ) . A m a j o r f a c t o r in the g r e a t e r 

n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s i n o n e - c o l u m n s i z e s a p p e a r e d t o b e T h e S t a r -

T e l e g r a m ' s h e a v y u s e of o n e - h a l f - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s in a c o l u m n 

d e v o t e d to news b r i e f s on p e r s o n a l i t i e s in the n e w s , w h i c h w a s r u n 

r e g u l a r l y on page two o r t h r e e of e a c h i s s u e . T h i s f e a t u r e m a y 

inc lude a s m a n y a s 12 o n e - h a l f - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e p l a c e m e n t c a t e g o r y s h o w e d t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t 

n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s , 187 (33 p e r c e n t ) , a p p e a r e d in s e c t i o n one , f o l -

lowed by 162 p i c t u r e s (29 p e r cen t ) in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n , 72 p i c -

t u r e s (13 p e r c e n t ) in t h e s p o r t s s e c t i o n , and 139 p i c t u r e s (25 p e r 

cen t ) in " o t h e r " s e c t i o n s . 

T h e use of p i c t u r e s wi th c a p t i o n s only o c c u r r e d 54 t i m e s 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 9 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l n u m b e r 

of p i c t u r e s u s e d . 

T h e H o u s t o n C h r o n i c l e 

T h e C h r o n i c l e p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 740 p i c t u r e s d u r i n g t h e 

s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y of the p i c t u r e s d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s , 
* 

Of t h e 740 t o t a l , t h e r e w e r e 581 p i c t u r e s {79 p e r cen t ) 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , and 159 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r cent} c l a s s i f i e d a s 

h a r d n e w s . 
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A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e of the 740 p h o t o g r a p h s showed t h a t the 

n e w s s e r v i c e s w e r e the s o u r c e of the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s . 

Of t h e 740 p i c t u r e s , 307 p i c t u r e s (42 p e r cen t ) w e r e p r o d u c e d b y 

n e w s s e r v i c e s , 237 p i c t u r e s (32 p e r cen t ) w e r e l o c a l , and 195 p i c -

t u r e s (26 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s . T h e C h r o n i c l e 

w a s the only p a p e r a m o n g the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s w h i c h 

u s e d m o r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s t h a n p i c t u r e s p r o d u c e d by i t s l o c a l 

s t a f f . 

A b r e a k d o w n of the p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s and 

s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s a c c o r d i n g to i nd iv idua l s o u r c e s s h o w e d tha t a l l 

t h r e e s o u r c e s p r o d u c e d m o r e s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s t han h a r d - n e w s pic -

t u r e s . 

Of t h e 237 p i c t u r e s p r o d u c e d by the l o c a l s t a f f , 206 p i c t u r e s 

(87 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 31 p i c t u r e s (13 

p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 307 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c -

t u r e s , 196 p i c t u r e s (64 p e r cenc) depicted, s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , c o m -

p a r e d wi th 111 p i c t u r e s (36 p e r cen t ) w h i c h d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s 

e v e n t s . Of the .196 p i c t u r e s f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s , 179 p i c t u r e s 

(91 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 17 p i c t u r e s (9 p e r 

c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e of t h e p h o t o g r a p h s u n d e r the c a t e g o r -

i e s of so f t and h a r d n e w s s h o w e d tha t the l o c a l s ta f f w a s r e s p o n s i b l e 



62 

f o r the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , a.rid the n e w s s e r v i c e s 

w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

Of the 581 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , 206 p i c t u r e s (35 

p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , 196 p i c t u r e s (34 p e r c e n t ) 

w e r e p r o d u c e d by n e w s s e r v i c e s , and 179 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r cen t ) w e r e 

f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

Of the 159 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s , 31 p i c t u r e s (19 

p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , 111 p i c t u r e s (70 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e f r o m n e w s s e r v i c e s , and 17 p i c t u r e s (11 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m 

o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of p i c t u r e s on page one s h o w e d t h a t 36 

p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e u s e d d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y of 

t h e p i c t u r e s on page one d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 36 p i c -

t u r e s u s e d , 2,3 p i c t u r e s (64 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s , w h e r e a s 13 (36 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c -

t u r e s . T h e s o u r c e of the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s u s e d on page 

one w a s t h e n e w s s e r v i c e wi th 20 p i c t u r e s (55 p e r c e n t ) . Of the 

20 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 15 (75 p e r cen t ) w e r e h a r d - n e w s and 5 

w e r e s o f t n e w s . T h e l o c a l s ta f f a c c o u n t e d f o r I I p i c t u r e s (31 p e r 

c e n t ) . Of the 11 p i c t u r e s , 6 w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t news and 5 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s . F i v e p i c t u r e s (14 p e r cen t ) vised on 

page one w e r e f r o m "o ther 1 1 s o u r c e s . Of the 5 p i c t u r e s , 3 w e r e 
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h a r d n e w s and 2 w e r e s o f t n e w s . E d i t o r s a t T h e C h r o n i c l e a p p e a r e d 

to r e l y on n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s f o r the m a j o r i t y of the h a r d - n e w s 

p h o t o g r a p h s u s e d on page one d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s s h o w e d 

. t h a t t h e r e w e r e 56 i n s t a n c e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 56 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , 

50 (89 p e r c e n t ) i nvo lved s o f t n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 6 (11 p e r cen t ) 

d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 6 h a r d - n e w s i n s t a n c e s , 4 w e r e 

p r o d u c e d b y t h e news s e r v i c e and 2 w e r e l o c a l . Of the 50 r e m a i n i n g 

i n s t a n c e s , 22 w e r e l o c a l , 13 w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , and 11 

w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . T h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of m u l t i - p i c t u r e 

c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n wi th 19. T h e r e w e r e 

16 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e irx g e n e r a l news s e c t i o n s , 15 

i n s t a n c e s in t h e s p o r t s s e c t i o n , a n d 6 in o the r s e c t i o n s . C o n c e r n i n g 

t h e n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s u s e d , t h e r e w e r e 27 i n s t a n c e s of t w o - p i c t u r e 

c o m b i n a t i o n s , 12 i n s t a n c e s of t h r e e - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s , a n d 17 

i n s t a n c e s of c o m b i n a t i o n s us ing 4 o r m o r e p i c t u r e s . 

D u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , t h e r e w e r e no i n s t a n c e s of the u s e 

of p i c t u r e p a g e s a t T h e C h r o n i c l e . 

T h e u s e of c o l o r p i c t u r e s in n e w s s e c t i o n s o c c u r r e d 5 t i m e s , 

a l l the the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n and a l l d e p i c t i n g s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . F o u r 
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of t h e 5 i n s t a n c e s of c o l o r p i c t u r e s w e r e t a k e n by the l o c a l s t a f f , and 

1 w a s f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e c a t e g o r y of p i c t u r e s i z e s h o w e d t h a t the 

m a j o r i t y of p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e d i s p l a y e d in o n e - c o l u m n w i d t h s . T h e r e 

w e r e 306 p i c t u r e s (41 p e r c e n t ) in o n e - c o l u m n w i d t h s , 182 p i c t u r e s 

(25 p e r c e n t ) in t w o - c o l u m n w i d t h s , 188 p i c t u r e s (2 5 p e r c e n t ) in 

t h r e e - c o l u m n w i d t h s , and 64 p i c t u r e s (9 p e r c e n t ) in w i d t h s of f o u r 

c o l u m n s o r m o r e . T h e C h r o n i c l e w a s the only p a p e r a m o n g the t h r e e 

m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s w h i c h u s e d m o r e t h r e e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s t h a n t w o -

c o l u m n p i c t u r e s . A m a j o r f a c t o r in t he u s e of m o r e t h r e e - c o l u m n 

p i c t u r e s a p p e a r s t o b e t h e r o l e p l ayed by the f u l l - t i m e p i c t u r e e d i t o r , 

w h o d e t e r m i n e s t h e s i z e f o r t h e m a j o r i t y of p i c t u r e s in t he p a p e r , 

a n d who i n d i c a t e d he p r e f e r r e d to r u n p i c t u r e s a s l a r g e a s p o s s i b l e 

w h e n e v e r s p a c e p e r m i t t e d . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e p l a c e m e n t - o f - p i c t u r e s c a t e g o r y s h o w e d t h a t 

the m a j o r i t y of p i c t u r e s a p p e a r e d in "o ther 1 1 s e c t i o n s of t h e p a p e r , 

t h e only n e w s p a p e r a m o n g t h e s i x s u r v e y e d w h i c h d id no t h a v e t h e 

•ma jo r i t y of p i c t u r e s u s e d in s e c t i o n one . A m a j o r f a c t o r in t he u s e of 

m o r e p i c t u r e s in t h e " o t h e r " c a t e g o r y m a y b e a t t r i b u t e d to T h e 

C h r o n i c l e ' s s u b s t a n t i a l l y g r e a t e r n u m b e r of p a g e s p e r i s s u e t h a n t h e 

o t h e r t w o m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . T h e C h r o n i c l e f a i l e d to d e v o t e a n 
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individual s e c t i o n to l o c a l n e w s , s o no da ta w e r e a v a i l a b l e for t ha t 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

T h e u s e of p i c t u r e s with capt ions only o c c u r r e d 200 t i roes 

d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 27 p e r c e n t of the total n u m b e r 

of p i c t u r e s u s e d * T h i s w a s t he h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e a m o n g the s i x 

n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d . 

T h e D a l l a s M o r n i n g Mews 

T h e M o r n i n g News p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 594 p i c t u r e s d u r i n g 

the s u r v e y per iod* T h e m a j o r i t y of t he p i c t u r e s w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s 

s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

Of t he 594 p i c t u r e s , t h e r e w e r e 491 p i c t u r e s (83 p e r c e n t ) 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s and 103 p i c t u r e s (17 p e r c e n t ) c l a s s i -

f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t he s o u r c e of the 5 94 p i c t u r e s s h o w e d that the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s c a m e f r o m MotherM s o u r c e s . T h e r e 

w e r e 235 p i c t u r e s (40 p e r cen t ) c l a s s i f i e d a s c o m i n g f r o m o t h e r 

s o u r c e s , 186 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r cen t ) by the l o c a l s t a f f , and 173 p i c -

t u r e s (29 p e r c e n t ) f r o m the news s e r v i c e . 

A n a l y s i s of t he p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s and s o f t - n e w s p i c -

t u r e s a c c o r d i n g to i n d i v i d u a l s o u r c e s showed that a l l t h r e e s o u r c e s 

p r o d u c e d m o r e s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s t h a n h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 
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Of t h e 186 p i c t u r e s t a k e n b y t h e l o c a l s t a f f , 166 p i c t u r e ' s (89 

p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 20 p i c t u r e s (11 p e r 

c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 173 n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 

96 (55 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 77 p i c t u r e s (43 

p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 235 p i c t u r e s f r o m 

" o t h e r " s o u r c e s , 2 2 9 p i c t u r e s (97 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 6 p i c t u r e s (3 p e r c e n t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s u n d e r t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

c a t e g o r i e s of s o f t a n d h a r d n e w s s h o w e d t h a t t h e " o t h e r " c a t e g o r y 

c o n t r i b u t e d t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , a n d t h e n e w s 

s e r v i c e c o n t r i b u t e d t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s . 

Of t h e 4 9 1 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s , 229. p i c t u r e s 

(47 p e r c e n t ) c a m e f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s , 166 p i c t u r e s (34 p e r 

c e n t ) w e r e l o c a l , a n d 96 p i c t u r e s (19 p e r c e n t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e . 

Of t h e 103 p i c t u r e s c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s , 77 p i c t u r e s (75 

p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m n e w s s e r v i c e s , 20 p i c t u r e s (19 p e r c e n t ) w e r e 

l o c a l , a n d 6 p i c t u r e s (6 p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e u s e of p i c t u r e s on p a g e one s h o w e d t h a t 25 

p i c t u r e s w e r e p u b l i s h e d d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d , t h e l o w e s t of t h e 

t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d . T h e m a j o r i t y of t h e p a g e -

o n e p i c t u r e s d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 25 p i c t u r e s , 14 (56 

p e r c e n t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s , w h e r e a s 11 p i c t u r e s 



67 

(44 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s . T h e s o u r c e of 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r o f - p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one w a s the news s e r -

v i c e , w h i c h a c c o u n t e d f o r 14 p i c t u r e s (56 p e r c e n t ) . Of the 14 n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 10 w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s , and 4 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s . T h e l o c a l s t a f f a c c o u n t e d f o r 

11 p i c t u r e s on p a g e one . F o u r w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s h a r d n e w s , w h e r e a s 

7 w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s s o f t n e w s . E d i t o r s a t The N e w s a p p e a r e d , to r e l y 

on the n e w s s e r v i c e t o p r o v i d e the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s 

p i c t u r e s on p a g e one d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . 

A n a l y s i s of the m u l t i - p i c t u r e c a t e g o r y s h o w e d tha t t h e r e w e r e 

35 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of i n s t a n c e s , 31 (89 p e r cen t ) , d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s , w h e r e a s t h e r e w e r e 4 i n s t a n c e s (11 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t i n g h a r d -

n e w s e v e n t s , Of the 4 h a r d - n e w s i n s t a n c e s , 3 w e r e t a k e n b y the 

n e w s s e r v i c e , arid 1 w a s by the l o c a l s taff* Of t h e r e m a i n i n g 31 s oft -

news i n s t a n c e s , t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r , 16 (51 p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m , 

t ! o t h e r n s o u r c e s , I I w e r e l o c a l s and 4 w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 

The g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of m u l t i - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d in the 

w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n w i t h 16*. T h e r e w e r e 10 i n s t a n c e s oi# m u l t i - p i c t u r e 

u s e in s e c t i o n one , 4 in the s p o r t s s e c t i o n , 3 in n o t h e r n s e c t i o n s , 

and 2 in t h e l o c a l s e c t i o n . T h e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y u s e d m u l t i - p i c t u r e 

c o m b i n a t i o n w a s the t h r e e - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n w h i c h o c c u r r e d 6 t i m e s . 
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T w o - p i c t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s o c c u r r e d 5 t i m e s , and c o m b i n a t i o n s of 

f o u r p i c t u r e s o r m o r e o c c u r r e d 4 t i m e s . 

T h e u s e of p i c t u r e p a g e s o c c u r r e d t h r e e t i m e s d u r i n g the 

s u r v e y per iod. . T w o of the i n s t a n c e s , bo th p r o d u c e d b y " o t h e r " • 

s o u r c e s , o c c u r r e d in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n a n d d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s . T h e t h i r d p i c t u r e p a g e o c c u r r e d in a, g e n e r a l - n e w s s e c t i o n 

and w a s b a s e d on n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 

D u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d , t h e r e w e r e 4 i n s t a n c e s of t h e u s e 

of c o l o r p i c t u r e s , a l l in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n . A l l 4 i n s t a n c e s 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . T h r e e of t h e i n s t a n c e s i nvo lved p i c t u r e s 

f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s , w h e r e a s t h e f o u r t h w a s by t h e l o c a l s t a f f . 

Under the c a t e g o r y of p i c t u r e s i z e , t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of 

p i c t u r e s , 258 (43 p e r c en t ) , w e r e of o n e - c o l u m n w i d t h . T h e r e w e r e 

180 p i c t u r e s (31 p e r cen t ) in t w o - c o l u m n w i d t h s , 113 p i c t u r e s (19 

p e r cen t ) in t h r e e - c o l u m n w i d t h s , a n d 43 p i c t u r e s (7 p e r cen t ) in 

w i d t h s of f o u r c o l u m n s o r m o r e . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e p l a c e m e n t - o f - p i c t u r e s c a t e g o r y s h o w e d t h a t 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s , 191 (32 p e r c e n t ) , w e r e u s e d in 

s e c t i o n one . T h e r e w o r e 71 p i c t u r e s (12 p e r cen t} in the l o c a l s e c -

t i o n , 69 p i c t u r e s (12 p e r cen t ) in the s p o r t s s e c t i o n , 139 p i c t u r e s 

(23 p e r cen t ) in the w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n , and 124 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r c e n t ) 

in " o t h e r " s e c t i o n s . 
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T h e r e w e r e 109 i n s t a n c e s of the use of p i c t u r e s with capt ions 

only dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d , which r e p r e s e n t e d 1,8 pe r cent of a l l 

the p i c t u r e s u sed . 

S u m m a r y 

A to t a l of I,. 894 p i c t u r e s w e r e publ i shed dur ing the s u r v e y 

p e r i o d by the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

Hypo thes i s two, that local-news p i c t u r e s depic t m o r e s o f t -

news events than h a r d - n e w s even t s , is suppor ted in the c a s e of a l l 

t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

A t o t a l of 668 p i c t u r e s w e r e p roduced by the t h r e e loca l 

s t a f f s dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 604 p i c t u r e s (90 p e r cent ) 

dep ic ted s o f t - n e w s even t s , w h e r e a s 64 p i c t u r e s (10 p e r cent) 

dep ic ted h a r d - n e w s events (see Tab le X). 

Cf the 245 p i c t u r e s taken local ly at The F o r t Wor th S t a r -

T e l e g r a m , 95 pe r cent w e r e of s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 237 p i c t u r e s 

t aken loca l ly at The Kous_ton Chron ie l e , 87 p e r cent w e r e of s o f t - n e w s 

e v e n t s . Of the 186 p i c t u r e s t aken local ly at The Dal las Morn ing News, 

89 p e r cent w e r e of soft:-news even t s . 

Hypothes i s t h r e e , tha t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s would prov ide 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s used in the n e w s p a p e r s , is 

suppor ted in the c a s e of a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 



70 

T A B L E X 

DISTRIBUTION O F L O C A L P H O T O G R A P H S ACCORDING 
TO S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Soft N e w s H a r d News T o t a l 

No. % No. % 

T o t a l 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 
- . 1 , • 

232 95 13 5 245 

T h e C h r o n i c l e 206 87 31 13 237 

T h e M o r n i n g N e w s 166 89 20 1 1 186 

T o t a l s 604 90 64 10 668 

A t o t a l of 367 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d a t t he t h r e e 

m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 273 

p i c t u r e s (75 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 64 

p i c t u r e s (17 p e r cen t ) w e r e l o c a l p h o t o g r a p h s , and 30 p i c t u r e s 

(8 p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s ( s ee T a b l e XI) . 

Of the 105 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m , 80 p e r 

c e n t w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . Of the 159 h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t 

T h e C h r o n i c l e , 70 p e r cen t w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c tu re , s . Of the 103 

h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a t The M o r n i n g N e w s , 75 p e r c e n t w e r e n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s . 
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T A B L E XI 

DISTRIBUTION OF HARD-NEWS PICTURES ACCORDING 
TO SOURCES 

News S e r v i c e Local Othe r T o t a l 

o % No. % No. 

T o t a l 

The S t a r - T e l e g r a m 85 81 13 11 7 8 105 

The Chron i c l e 111 70 31 19 17 11 159 

The Morn ing News 77 75_ 20 1 2 A 6 103 

To ta l s 273 75 64 17 30 8 367 

Hypothes i s f o u r , tha t t h e r e would be m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

used on page one than s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , is s u p p o r t e d in the c a s e of 

a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

A to t a l of 87 p i c t u r e s w e r e used on page one dur ing the s u r v e y 

pe r iod on the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . Of t h e s e , 51 p i c t u r e s 

(59 per cent) dep ic ted h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 36 p i c t u r e s (41 

p e r cent) dep ic ted s o f t - n e w s events ( see Tab le XII). 

Of the 26 p i c t u r e s used on page one at The S t a r - T e l e g r a m , 53 

p e r cen t dep ic ted h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 36 p i c t u r e s used on page 

one at The Chron i c l e , 63 pe r cent depic ted h a r d - n e w s even t s . Of 
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t h e 25 p i c t u r e s u sed on page one a t T h e M o r n i n g N e w s , 56 p e r c e n t 

d e p i c t e d I i a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . 

T A B L E XII 

DISTRIBUTION O F P A G E - O N E P I C T U R E S A C C O R D I N G TO-
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

H a r d ! N ev» s S o f t N e w s T o t a l 

No . : % N o . % 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 14 54 12 46 26 

T h e C h r o n i c l e 23 64 13 36 
* 1 

36 : 

T h e M o r n i n g N e w s I t 56_ j_l 44 25_ 

T o t a l s 51 59 36 4 1 87 

A n a l y s i s of the s o u r c e of the h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one 

s h o w e d tha t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s r e l i e d on n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s f o r the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s on page one . 

T h e p e r c e n t a g e of h a r d - n e w s and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one 

a t a l l t h r e e n e w s p a p e r s w a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d b e t w e e n 

h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t p o s s i b l y e d i t o r s a t t he 

m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s a t t e m p t e d to p r e s e n t a m o r e b a l a n c e d c o m b i n a t i o n 

of h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s to r e a d e r s . A t t h e t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y 
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d a i l i e s , t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s w a s m o r e 

w i d e l y d i v i d e d . 

H y p o t h e s i s f i v e , t ha t p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i - p i c t u r e l ayou t s 

would b e d e v o t e d p r i m a r i l y to s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s r a t h e r t h a n h a r d - n e w s 

e v e n t s , i s s u p p o r t e d a t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . 

A t o t a l of 108 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e o c c u r r e d a t the 

t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . Of t h e s e , 97 i n s t a n c e s (90 p e r c e n t ) 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 11 i n s t a n c e s (10 p e r cen t ) 

d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s ( see T a b l e XIII). 

T A B L E XIII 

DISTRIBUTION O F M U L T I - P I C T U R E USE ACCORDING T O 
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Sof t News H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No . | % No. % 

T o t a l 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 16 94 1 6 17 

The C h r o n i c l e 50 89 6 11 56 

T h e M o r n i n g News 11 89 _4 11 35 

T o t a l s 97 90 11 10 
5 ; 

! 

108 

Of t h e 17 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e a t The S t a r - T e l e g r a m , 

94 p e r c e n t d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s events» Of the 56 i n s t a n c e s of rn u l t i -
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p i c t u r e u s e a t T h e C h r o n i c l e , 8 9 p e r c e n t d e p i c t e d s o f t news e v e n t s . 

Of t h e 35 i n s t a n c e s of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e a t The D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s , 

89 p e r c e n t d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . 

A t o t a l of 5 p i c t u r e p a g e s w e r e u s e d a t t h e t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

n e w s p a p e r s d u r i n g t h e s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , a l l 5 d e p i c t e d s o f t -

n e w s e v e n t s ( s ee T a b l e XIV). 

T A B L E XIV 

DISTRIBUTION O F P I C T U R E P A G E S A C C O R D I N G TO S U B J E C T -
M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Sof t N e w s H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No. % No. % 

T o t a l 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 2 100 0 2 

T h e C h r o n i c l e 0 0 0 

T h e M o r n i n g News 3 100 0 3 

T o t a l s 5 100 0 5 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s ou rc e - of - p h o t o g r a p h da t a on t h e t h r e e 

m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s i n d i c a t e d tha t only one p a p e r , T h e S t a r -

T e l e g r a m , u s e d m o r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s t h a n p i c t u r e s f r o m the o t h e r two 

s o u r c e s . T h e C h r o n i c l e showed the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s in 
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the n e w s - s e r v i c e c a t e g o r y , w h e r e a s T h e M o r n i n g News s h o w e d the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s in the " o t h e r " c a t e g o r y ( s e e T a b l e XV), 

T A B L E XV 

DISTRIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S A C C O R D I N G T O S O U R C E S 

L o c a l News S e r v i c e O t h e r T o t a l 

No. % | No . % No. % 

T o t a l 

T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 245 44 174 31 141 25 560 

T h e C h r o n i c l e 237 32 307 41 196 27 740 : 

T h e M o r n i n g News 186 3J_ 173 29 235 40 594 

T o t a l s 668 35 

i 

654 35 

L 

572 30 1894 

A c o m b i n e d t o t a l of 1 , 894 p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d by the t h r e e 

p a p e r s . Of t h e s e , 668 p i c t u r e s (35 p e r cen t ) w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s l o c a l 

p i c t u r e s , 654 p i c t u r e s (35 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , and 

572 p i c t u r e s (30 p e r c e n t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

Of t h e 560 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m , l o c a l p i c -

t u r e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 44 p e r cen t of t h e t o t a l . Of t h e 740 p i c t u r e s u s e d 

a t T h e C h r o n i c l e , n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 4 1 p e r c e n t of 

the t o t a l . Of the 594 p i c t u r e s u s e d a t The M o r n i n g N e w s , p i c t u r e s 

f r o m " o t h e r " s o u r c e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 40 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 
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In the c a t e g o r y of p h o t o g r a p h s i z e , a de f in i t e p r a c t i c e 

a p p e a r e d a t T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m and The Morn ing N e w s . On t h e s e 

two p a p e r s , a s the s i z e of a p h o t o g r a p h i n c r e a s e d , the f r e q u e n c y of i t s 

u s e d e c r e a s e d . T h i s p r a c t i c e a l s o a p p e a r e d on The C h r o n i c l e in a l l 

but the t h r e e - c o l u m n s i z e . At The C h r o n i c l e , t h r e e - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s 

o u t n u m b e r e d t w o - c o l u m n p i c t u r e s . The i n c r e a s e d u s e of t h r e e -

c o l u m n s i z e s a t The C h r o n i c l e is p r o b a b l y a r e s u l t of the p a p e r ' s hav ing 

a f u l l - t i m e p i c t u r e e d i t o r , who i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d e t e r m i n i n g the s i z e 

of the m a j o r i t y of the p i c t u r e s in the p a p e r , and who ind ica ted t ha t he 

p r e f e r r e d to d i s p l a y p i c t u r e s as l a r g e as p o s s i b l e w h e n e v e r s p a c e p e r -

m i t t e d ( see T a b l e XVI). 

T A B L E XVI 

DISTRIBUTION O F PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO COLUMN 
WIDTHS 

One 
Co lumn 

Two 
Co lumn i 

T h r e e 
C o lumn 

F o u r 
Co lumn 

T o t a l 

No. % No. % No. % No, % 
! f 

The S t a r - T e l e g r a m 305 54 113 21 101 18 ( 4
1 7 560 

The C h r o n i c l e 306 41 00
 

25 188 25 64 9 750 

T h e Morn ing News 258 43_ 180 32_ 113 l i 43 7 594 

HP 0"tcL 1 S 869 46 475 25 402 21 148 
! 

8 

CO 
H
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Of the 1,894 p i c tu r e s used at the th ree me t ropo l i t an p a p e r s , 

t h e r e w e r e 869 p ic tu res (46 pe r cent) used .in one-co lumn s i z e s , 475 

p i c t u r e s (25 per cent) used in two-co lumn s i n e s , 402 p i c tu re s {21 

pe r cent) used in t h r e e - c o l u m n s i z e s , and 148 p i c tu re s (8 per cent) 

used in sizes of four co lumns or m o r e . 

Ana lys i s of the p l acemen t of photographs showed that the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c tu re s a p p e a r e d in sec t ion one at The S t a r -

T e l e g r a m and The Morning News, but a t The Chronic le the g r e a t e s t 

n u m b e r of p i c tu re s appea red in "o the r " s ec t ions . The combined 

to ta ls f o r p ic tu re p lacement a t the t h r e e met ropo l i t an p a p e r s showed 

that 601 p i c tu re s (31 pe r cent) appea red in sec t ion one, 71 p ic tu res 

(4 per cent) a p p e a r e d in local s ec t ions , 263 p ic tu res (14 per cent) 

a p p e a r e d in s p o r t s s ec t i ons , 413 p i c tu re s (22 pe r cent) appea red in 

w o m e n ' s s ec t ions , and 546 p i c tu re s (29 per cent) a p p e a r e d in other 

sec t ions (see Table XVII). 

The use of p i c tu re s with cut l ines only o c c u r r e d 363 t imes 

dur ing the su rvey pe r iod on the t h r e e me t ropo l i t an da i l i e s , r e p r e -

sent ing ly per cent of the to ta l number of p i c tu re s publ ished. Of the 

560 p ic tu res publ ished at The S t a r - T e l e g r a m , 54 p ic tu res (10 per 

cent) o c c u r r e d with cut l ines only. Of the 740 p i c tu r e s publ ished at 

The Houston Chron ic le , 200 p i c tu re s (27 per cent) o c c u r r e d with 
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T A B L E XVII 

DISTRIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S ACCORDING T O P L A C E M E N T 

S e c t i o n One 

( 

L o c a l S p o r t s iW o m e n O t n e r T o t a l 

• No. % No • % No. % 

1 
No. % No. gi 

/0 

T h e S t a r -
T e l e g r a m 187 33 72 13 162 29 139 25 560 

T h e C h r o n i c l e 223 30 122 17 112 15 283 38 740 

T h e M o r n i n g 
N e w s 191 3Z_ 71 11 69 11 139 24 124 21 594 

T o t a l s 546 31 71 4 263 14 413 22 546 29 1894 

o u t l i n e s only . Of the 594 p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d a t T h e M o r n i n g N e w s , 

109 p i c t u r e s (18 p e r c e n t ) o c c u r r e d wi th o u t l i n e s only ( s ee T a b l e 

XVIII) . 

T h e r e a p p e a r e d to be no d i s c e r n a b l e d i r e c t i o n in the u s e of 

o u t l i n e - o n l y p i c t u r e s on the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n d a i l i e s . 

T h e use of c o l o r p i c t u r e s in n e w s s e c t i o n s o c c u r r e d a t o t a l of 

12 t i m e s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d a t the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n d a i l i e s . 

A l l 12 of t h e i n s t a n c e s d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s and o c c u r r e d in the 

w o m e n ' s s e c t i o n of the n e w s p a p e r s ( s e e T a b l e XIX). 
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T A B L E XVIII 

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS USED WITH OUTLINES ONLY 

Outl ines 
Only 

P i c t u r e s 
With S t o r i e s 

T o t a l 

No, % No. % 

T o t a l 

The S t a r - T e l e g r a m 54 10 506 90 560 

The Chron ic l e 200 27 540 73 740 

The Morn ing News 109 18 485 82 594 

To t a l s 363 19 1531 81 1894 

TABLE XIX 

DISTRIBUTION OF COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO 
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R CONTENT 

-

Soft News H a r d News To ta l 
-

No. % No. % 

Tota l 

The S t a r - T e l e g r a m 3 100 0 3 

The Chron ic l e 3 100 0 5 

The Morn ing News 4 100 0 
• 

_4 

To ta l s 12 100 0 12 



CHAPTER V 

COMPARISON OF S M A L L - C I T Y AND METROPOLITAN 

NEWSPAPERS 

Th i s c h a p t e r conta ins a d i s c u s s i o n of the s m a l l - c i t y and 

m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s based on the co l lec ted data and the f ive 

hypo theses s t a ted in the in t roduc t ion . A d i s c u s s i o n of hypo theses 

two, t h r e e , f o u r , and f ive is p r e s e n t e d f i r s t . Ana lys i s of add i t iona l 

data is then p r e s e n t e d , fo l lowed by a d i s cus s ion of hypothes i s one. 

D i s c u s s i o n of Hypotheses 

Hypothes is two* that local-news p i c t u r e s depic t m o r e s o f t -

news events than h a r d - n e w s even t s , is suppor t ed by p r a c t i c e s a t the 

t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s and the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s . A to ta l 

of 1 ,010 loca l p i c t u r e s w e r e publ ished a t the s ix n e w s p a p e r s dur ing 

the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 887 p i c t u r e s (88 per cent) depic ted 

s o f t - n e w s even t s , w h e r e a s 123 p i c t u r e s (12 p e r cent) dep ic ted 

h a r d - n e w s even t s . 

Of the 668 p i c t u r e s publ i shed a t the t h r e e me t ropo l i t an 

da i l i e s , 604 p i c t u r e s {90 p e r cent) w e r e so f t -news p i c t u r e s . Of the 
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342 p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d a t t he t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s , 283 p i c t u r e s 

(83 p e r cen t ) w e r e s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s ( s e e T a b l e XX), 

T A B L E XX 

DISTRIBUTION O F L O C A L P I C T U R E S A C C O R D I N G T O 
S U B J E C T - M A T T E R C O N T E N T 

Sof t News H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No. % No. % 

M e t r o p o l i t a n D a i l i e s 604 90 64 10 668 

S m a l l - C i t y D a i l i e s 283 83 59 17 342 

T ota Is 887 88 123 12 1010 

H y p o t h e s i s t h r e e , t h a t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s wou ld p r o v i d e 

the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s u s e d a t the n e w s p a p e r s , i s 

s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s a t the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s and T h e 

S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t . T h e h y p o t h e s i s w a s not s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s 

a t T h e P a r i s News and The Mid l and R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m , w h i c h bo th 

u s e d m o r e l o c a l h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s t h a n h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s f r o m the 

n e w s s e r v i c e . An i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in the two p a p e r s ' u s e of m o r e 

l o c a l h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s a p p e a r s to be the i nd iv idua l p h i l o s o p h i e s of 

the e d i t o r s . At bo th p a p e r s , e d i t o r s s a i d t hey c o n s i d e r e d one of 

t h e i r m a j o r f u n c t i o n s to b e the p r e s e n t a t i o n of l o c a l n e w s a n d p i c t u r e s , 
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since l a r g e r , competing papers had a re la t ive ly high l e a d e r s h i p in 

the i r respec t ive c i t i es . 

A to ta l of 537 hard-news pic tures were published by the six 

newspapers during the survey per iod. Of these , 370 p ic tures (69 

per cent) were news s e rv i ce , 123 p ic tures (23 per cent) were local 

pictures, and 44 p ic tures (8 per cent) were f r o m other sources (see 

Table XXI). 

TA B LE XXI 

DISTRIBUTION OF HARD-NEWS PICTURES ACCORDING TO 
SOURCES 

News Service Local Other Tota l 

No. % No. % No. % 

Metropol i tan Dail ies 273 75 64 17 30 8 367 

Smal 1 -Ci ty Dail ies 97 57 59 35_ 14 8 170 

Totals 370 

L ^ 

69 123 23 44 8 537 

Of the 367, hard-news pic tures used at the th ree metropol i tan 

dai l ies , 273 p ic tures (75 per cent) were f r o m news s e r v i c e s , 64 

p ic tures (17 per cent) were local p ic tu res , and 30 p ic tures (8 per 

cent) were f r o m other s o u r c e s . Of the 170 hard-news p ic tures used 

at the th ree s m a l U c f t y dai l ies , 97 p ic tures (57 per cent) were f r o m 
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n e w s s e r v i c e s , 59 p i c t u r e s (35 p e r cen t ) w e r e l o c a l p i c t u r e s , and 14 

p i c t u r e s (8 p e r cen t ) w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

H y p o t h e s i s f o u r , t h a t t h e r e would be m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

u s e d on p a g e one t h a n s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , is s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s a t 

t he t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , T h e S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t and T h e 

Mid l and R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . T h e h y p o t h e s i s w a s no t s u p p o r t e d by 

p r a c t i c e s a t The P a r i s N e w s , w h i c h u s e d m o r e s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s on 

page one . A m a j o r f a c t o r in the p a p e r ' s l i m i t e d u s e of h a r d - n e w s p i c -

t u r e s on page one m i g h t be the p a p e r ' s l i m i t e d a c c e s s to n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s . H o w e v e r , a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r a p p e a r s to b e the p r e -

f e r e n c e of the e d i t o r , who i n d i c a t e d t h a t he wou ld s t r e s s a l o c a l p i c -

t u r e , e i t h e r h a r d n e w s o r s o f t n e w s , o v e r a n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e m o s t 

of the t i m e . 

A t o t a l of 201 p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d on page one a t the s i x n e w s -

p a p e r s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 120 p i c t u r e s (60 p e r 

cen t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 81 p i c t u r e s (40 p e r cen t ) 

d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s ( see T a b l e XXII). 

Of the 87 p i c t u r e s u s e d on page one a t the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 
> 

p a p e r s , 51 (59 p e r cen t ) w e r e h a r d n e w s . Of the 114 p i c t u r e s u s e d 

on page one a t the t h r e e - s m a l l c i t y n e w s p a p e r s , 69 p i c t u r e s (6 1 p e r 

cen t ) w e r e h a r d n e w s . 
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TABLE XXII 

DISTRIBUTION OF PAGE-ONE PICTURES ACCORDING TO 
SUBJECT-MATTER CONTENT 

: •— 

H a r d News Soft News T ota 1 

No. % No. % " 

T ota 1 

M e t r o p o l i t a n Dai l ies 51 59 36 41 87 

S m a l l - C i t y Dai l ies 69 61 45 1 2 114 

To ta l s 120 60 81 40 201 

Ana lys i s of the s o u r c e of p i c t u r e s on page one showed that the 

news s e r v i c e was the xrjajor s o u r c e f o r the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s , 

The S h e r m a n Democrat- and The Midland R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . The 

P a r i s News used m o r e loca l p i c t u r e s . 

Hypothes is f ive , tha t p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i - p i c t u r e layouts 

would be devoted p r i m a r i l y to s o f t - n e w s events r a t h e r than h a r d - n e w s 

events is suppor ted by p r a c t i c e s at the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s and 

the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s . 

In the c a s e of p i c tu re pages , a to ta l of s even i n s t a n c e s 

o c c u r r e d a t the s ix p a p e r s dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 

a l l seven depic ted s o f t - n e w s events (see Tab le XXIII). T h e r e w e r e 
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5 i n s t a n c e s of p i c t u r e s p a g e s at the m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , arid Z 

i n s t a n c e s a t t h e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 

T A B L E XXIII 

DISTRIBUTION O F P I C T U R E PAGES A C C O R D I N G T O 
S U B J E C T - M A T I E R C O N T E N T 

Sof t N e w s H a r d N e w s T o t a l 

No . % No. % 

T o t a l 

M e t r o p o l i t a n D a i l i e s 5 100 0 5 

S m a l l - C i t y D a i l i e s 2, 100 0 2 

T o t a l s 7 100 0 7 

In the c a s e of m u l t i - p i c t u r e u s e , & t o t a l of 124 i n s t a n c e s 

o c c u r r e d on t h e s i x n e w s p a p e r s d u r i n g the s u r v e y p e r i o d . Of t h e s e , 

109 i n s t a n c e s (88 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , w h e r e a s 15 

i n s t a n c e s (12 p e r cen t ) d e p i c t e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . Of the 108 

i n s t a n c e s a t t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s , 97 i n s t a n c e s (90 p e r c e n t ) 

w e r e s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s . Of t h e 16 i n s t a n c e s a t t he s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s , 

12 i n s t a n c e s (75 p e r cen t ) w e r e s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s ( s e e T a b l e XXIV). 

A n a l y s i s of t h e s o u r c e - o f - p h o t o g r a p h da ta f o r the t h r e e m e t r o -

p o l i t a n and t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s i n d i c a t e d tha t t h e r e w e r e m a j o r 

d i f f e r e n c e s w i th in t h e ' t w o g r o u p s . A m o n g t h e t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 
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n e w s p a p e r s no d i rec t ion appea red to develop; the s o u r c e of the 

g r e a t e s t number of photographs o c c u r r e d a t a l l t h r e e s o u r c e s : local , 

news s e r v i c e , and o the r . However , among the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y 

da i l ies a d i r ec t ion a p p e a r e d at The P a r i s News and The Midland 

R e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m ; both p a p e r s used loca l photographs as the s o u r c e 

fo r the g r e a t e s t number of p i c t u r e s . At The S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t , 

the news s e r v i c e was the s o u r c e fo r the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s . 

TABLE XXIV 

DISTRIBUTION OF MULTI-PICTURE USE ACCORDING TO SUBJECT' 
MATTER CONTENT 

Soft News Hard News To ta l 

No. % No. % 

Tota l 

Met ropol i t an Dai l ies 97 90 11 10 108 

S m a l l - C i t y Dai l ies 12 11 _! 25 16 

Tota l s 109 88 15 12 124 

A to ta l of 2, 575 p i c tu re s w e r e publ ished by the s ix n e w s -

i 

p a p e r s dur ing the s u r v e y pe r iod . Of t h e s e , 1,010 p i c tu re s (39 pe r 

cent) w e r e by the loca l s t a f f s , 872 p i c tu re s (34 pe r cent) w e r e news 

s e r v i c e , and 693 p i c tu re s (27 pe r cent) w e r e f r o m other s o u r c e s . 
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Of the 1, 894 p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d a t the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

d a i l i e s , 668 p i c t u r e s (35 p e r cen t ) w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y , 654 p i c t u r e s 

(35 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e and 572 p i c t u r e s (30 p e r c e n t ) w e r e 

f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s . Of the 681 p i c t u r e s p u b l i s h e d a t t h e t h r e e s m a l l -

c i t y d a i l i e s , 342 p i c t u r e s (50 p e r c e n t ) w e r e t a k e n l o c a l l y , 218 

(32 p e r cen t ) w e r e n e w s s e r v i c e , and 121 p i c t u r e s (18 p e r cen t ) 

w e r e f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s ( s e e T a b l e XXV). 

TA B LE XXV 

DISTRIBUTION O F P I C T U R E S ACCORDING T O S O U R C E S 

L o c a l N e w s S e r v i c e O t h e r : T o t a l 

No. No, % No. % 

: T o t a l 

M e t r o p o l i t a n D a i l i e s 668 35 654 35 572 30 1894 

S m a l l - C i t y D a i l i e s 342 50 218 32 121 L8 681 

T o t a l s 1010 

i : 

39 872 34 693 27 2575 

In the s i z e - o f - p h o t o g r a p h c a t e g o r y , a d i r e c t i o n a p p e a r e d to 

d e v e l o p a t both the t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s and the t fyree s m a l l -

c i t y p a p e r s . In t h e c a s e of bo th g r o u p s of n e w s p a p e r s , a s t h e s i z e 

of p h o t o g r a p h s i n c r e a s e d in c o l u m n w i d t h s the f r e q u e n c y of t h e i r u s e 

d e c r e a s e d . 
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Of the 2,575 p i c t u r e s u sed by t h e s i x n e w s p a j j e r s d u r i n g t h e 

s u r v e y p e r i o d , 1, 101 p i c t u r e s (43 p e r cen t ) w e r e d i s p l a y e d in o n e -

c o l u m n w i d t h s , 697 p i c t u r e s (27 p e r cen t ) w e r e d i s p l a y e d in t w o -

c o l u m n w i d t h s , 566 p i c t u r e s (22 p e r cen t ) w e r e d i s p l a y e d in t h r e e -

c o l u m n widths , and 211 p i c t u r e s (8 p e r cen t ) w e r e d i s p l a y e d in w i d t h s 

of f o u r c o l u m n s o r m o r e . 

A t o t a l of 1 , 8 9 4 p i c t u r e s w e r e u s e d a t t he t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

d a i l i e s . Of t h e s e , 869 p i c t u r e s (46 p e r cen t ) w e r e in one c o l u m n , 

475 p i c t u r e s (25 p e r cen t ) w e r e in two c o l u m n s , 402 p i c t u r e s (21 

p e r cen t ) w e r e in t h r e e c o l u m n s , and 148 (8 p e r cen t ) w e r e in w i d t h s 

of f o u r c o l u m n s o r m o r e . Of the 681 p i c t u r e s used a t t he t h r e e 

s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s , 232 p i c t u r e s (34 p e r cen t ) w e r e in one c o l u m n , 

222 p i c t u r e s (33 p e r cen t ) w e r e in two c o l u m n s , 164 p i c t u r e s (24 

p e r cen t ) w e r e in t h r e e c o l u m n s , a n d 63 p i c t u r e s (9 p e r c e n t ) w e r e 

in w i d t h s of f o u r c o l u m n s o r m o r e ( s ee T a b l e XXVI) . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e p l a c e m e n t - o f - p h o t o g r a p h da ta f o r the s i x 

da i ly n e w s p a p e r s i n d i c a t e d t h a t m o r e p i c t u r e s w e r e d i s p l a y e d in 

s e c t i o n one t h a n in any o t h e r s e c t i o n a t a l l t h r e e of the s m a 11-city 

d a i l i e s and on two of the m e t r o p o l i t a n d a i l i e s , T h e S t a r - T e l e g r a m 

and The D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s . A t T h e Hous ton C h r o n i c l e , the 

g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s w e r e d i s p l a y e d in " o t h e r " s e c t i o n s . 
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T A B L E XXVI 

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO COLUMN 
WIDTHS 

One 
Column 

Two 
Column 

Three" 
Column 

F o u r 
C olumn 

T o t a l 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Met ropo l i t an 
Dai l i es 869 •46 475 25 402 21 148 8 1894 

S m a l l - C i t y 
Da i l i e s 232 34 222 3_3 

I 

164 24 63 9 681 

To ta l s 1101 43 697 27 566 22 211 8 2575 

The combined to t a l s of p l a c e m e n t f o r both the m e t r o p o l i t a n 

and s m a i l - c i t y da i l i es showed that the "other" c a t e g o r y p roduced the 

second g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s , fol lowed by the w o m e n ' s s ec t ion 

and the s p o r t s s ec t i on . 

Of the 2 ,575 p i c t u r e s d i sp layed in the s ix d a i l i e s , 897 p i c t u r e s 

(35 per cent ) a p p e a r e d in s ec t i on one, 71 p i c t u r e s {3 p^-r cint;) 

a p p e a r e d in local s e c t i o n s , 355 p i c t u r e s (14 pe r cent) a p p e a r e d in 

s p o r t s s e c t i o n s , 557 p i c t u r e s (21 p e r com) a p p e a r e d ir. w o m e n ' s 

s e c t i o n s , and 705 p i c t u r e s (27 per cent) a p p e a r e d in o ther s ec t ions 

(see Tab le XXVII). 
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TABLE XXVH 

DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS ACCORDING TO PLACEMENT 

Section One Local Sports 
1 

W omen's Other Total 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % ' 

Metropolitan • 
Dai l ies 601 32 71 4 263 14 413 22 546 28 1894 

Smal l -Ci ty 
Dai l ies 2 96 43. _0 92 J 2 144 Zl_ 159 23_ 681 

Totals 897 35 71 3 355 14- 557 21 705 27 2575 

The d i s t r ibu t ion of pho tographs used with outlines only was 

about equa l between the m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s and the s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s . 

Ne i the r g r o u p a p p e a r e d to use p i c t u r e s with cu t l ines only in any dis~ 

cernable p a t t e r n or in any p a r t i c u l a r sec t ion of the n e w s p a p e r , Of the 

2, 575 p i c t u r e s used by the s ix dai ly n e w s p a p e r s dur ing the s u r v e y 

p e r i o d , 475 p i c t u r e s (18 p e r cent) w e r e used with out l ines only ( see 

Tab le XXVIII). 

The use of co lo r p i c t u r e s o c c u r r e d only a t the t h r e e m e t r o -

pol i tan da i l i e s dur ing the s u r v e y p e r i o d . T h e r e w e r e no i n s t ances 

of the use of co lo r photographs a t any of the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 

Of the 12 i n s t a n c e s of co lo r p i c t u r e s a t the m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r s , a l l 

dep ic ted s o f t - n e w s even ts (see Tab le XXIX). 
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T A B L E XXVIII 

DISTFIBUTION O F P H O T O G R A P H S USED WITH O U T L I N E S ONLY 

Out l ines Only P i c t u r e s Wi th S t o r i e s T o t a l 

No , rrf 
70 No. ni 

70 

T o t a l 

M e t r o p o l i t a n D a i l i e s 363 19 1531 81 1894 

S m a l l - C i t y D a i l i e s 111 16 570 84 681 

T o t a l s 474 18 2101 82 2575 

H y p o t h e s i s one , t ha t t h e r e a r e no b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e s in s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r c o n t e n t a n d s o u r c e of p h o t o g r a p h s b e t w e e n m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s -

p a p e r s and s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s , w a s not s u p p o r t e d by t h e d a t a 

g a t h e r e d . 

A m o n g the m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s , a l l f o u r of t h e h y p o t h e -

s e s d e a l i n g w i th the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r c o n t e n t and the s o u r c e of p h o t o -

g r a p h s w e r e s u p p o r t e d b y p r a c t i c e s a t t h e p a p e r s . P r a c t i c e s a t t h e 

s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s s u p p o r t e d h y p o t h e s e s two a n d f i v e , bu t f a i l e d 

to s u p p o r t h y p o t h e s e s t h r e e and f o u r . 
» 

H y p o t h e s i s t h r e e , t h a t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s p r o v i d e the 

l a r g e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s , w a s s u p p o r t e d by only one of 

the s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 
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T A B L E XXIX 

DISTI;I"i UT ION Of C 0 1 . 0 2 PHOTOC-E APHS ACCORDING TO 
S U B J E C T - MA T T E R C ON T E NT 

, 

Soft News 
i 

Hard News- j T o t a l 

, No. % No, M 

7o 

Me t ropo l i t an Dai l ies 12 100 0 12 

S m a l l - C i t y Dai l ies __0 0 _0 

To ta l s 12 100 0 12 

Hypothes i s f o u r , -that t h e r e wi l l be m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

used on page one than s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , w a s suppor t ed by p r a c t i c e s 

at two of the s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s . 

The d i f f e r e n c e s found among the s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s in con-

nec t ion with hypo theses t h r e e and f o u r a p p e a r to be r e l a t e d to the 

e d i t o r s ' view of the p a p e r ' s r o l e a s loca l news m e d i a , which a r e in 

compe t i t ion with l a r g e r , m e t r o p o l i t a n da i l i e s . As a r e s u l t , e d i t o r s 

a t the p a p e r s a p p e a r to s t r e s s local p i c t u r e s ove r n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s w h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e . Consequent ly , local s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

a p p e a r to be used m o r e f r equen t ly than h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s f r o m the 

news s e r v i c e . E d i t o r s at two p a p e r s which f a i l ed to suppor t hypo-

t h e s e s t h r e e and f o u r , The P a r i s News and The Midland 
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P . e p o r t e r - T e l e g r a m . both c h a r a c t e r i z e d the p a p e r s a s loea.lly 

o r i e i i l e d . On the o t h e r h a n d , a t Ihe s i n g l e s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r wh ich 

s u p p o r t e d a l l f o u r h y p o t h e s e s , T h e S h e r m a n D e m o c r a t , t he e d i t o r 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e p a p e r a s b e i n g b r o a d e r in s c o p e , v i e w i n g it a s 

th'e m a j o r s o u r c e of p r i n t news in the a r e a . T h i s d i f f e r e n c e in c o n -

cep t of the r o l e of s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s a p p e a r s to b e t h e m a j o r f a c t o r 

in t h e d i f f e r e n c e s e x p r e s s e d in the u s e of h a r d - and s o f t - n e w s p h o t o -

g r a p h s and the u s e of l o c a l p h o t o g r a p h s o v e r n e w s - s e r v i c e p h o t o g r a p h s , 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

As expla ined in Chap te r V. hypotheses two and f ive w e r e 

to ta l ly suppor ted by data ga the red in this s tudy, hypo theses t h r e e and 

four w e r e p a r t i a l l y suppo r t ed , and hypothes is one was not suppo r t ed . 

I t s e e m s a p p r o p r i a t e to d i s c u s s f u r t h e r the s ign i f i cance of t he se f i n d -

ings , and to make sugges t ions f o r m o r e imagina t ive and p roduc t ive u se 

of photography in da i ly n e w s p a p e r s . 

Although i t is a s s u m e d tha t the f indings of th is s tudy apply-

only to the s ix n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d , i t should be noted tha t , in s o m e 

c a s e s , the conc lus ions may apply to o ther s m a l l - c i t y and m e t r o p o l i t a n 

n e w s p a p e r s . 

The suppor t of hypothes i s two, that local -news p i c t u r e s depic t 

m o r e s o f t - n e w s events than h a r d - n e w s even t s , a p p e a r s to c o n f i r m 

that e d i t o r s tend to view the ro le of photography on dai ly n e w s p a p e r s 

as b a s i c a l l y a h u m a n - i n t e r e s t or e n t e r t a i n m e n t m e d i u m , and do not 

view it as a s e r i o u s communica t ion technique which may p rov ide a 

type of i n fo rma t ion d i f f icul t to p r e s e n t with w o r d s . If young p h o t o g r a -

p h e r s a r e looking f o r oppor tuni t ies to get involved with mc-.amcgful 
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p r o o l e m s in loca l c o m m u n i t i e s , they may we l l be d i sappoin ted , 

ixss* ead , the ma j o r i t y of th*?ir e f f o r t s would l ikely b^ d i r e c t e d toward 

prov id ing m o r e - o r - l e s s c l iche photographs of the s o f t - n e w s v a r i e t y . 

The suppor t f o r hypo thes i s f i ve , that p i c t u r e - p a g e and m u l t i -

p i c t u r e layouts a r e devoted p r i m a r i l y to s o f t - n e w s e v e n t s , a l s o 

a p p e a r s to c o n f i r m that many e d i t o r s view photography a s p r i m a r i l y an 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t or deco ra t i ve m e d i u m . T h e r e w e r e no i n s t a n c e s of 

p i c t u r e - p a g e layouts depic t ing h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s . The m a j o r i t y of 

tne p i c t u r e pages a p p e a r e d in the w o m e n ' s s ec t ion of the n e w s p a p e r s . 

The m a j o r i t y of the m u l t i - p i c t u r e layouts a l s o depic ted 3of t -new3 

e v e n t s , but they w e r e found d i s t r i bu t ed throughout a l l s ec t ions of the 

n e w s p a p e r s . 

Hypothes i s t h r e e , tha t n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s p rov ide the 

l a r g e s t n u m b e r of h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s in n e w s p a p e r s , was not s u p -

p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s a t two of the s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s . It m a y , 

howeve r , be s ign i f i can t that the hypothes i s w a s s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s 

a t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . A poss ib l e c a u s e of the v a r i a n c e 

m a y be tha t e d i t o r s a t s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s c o n s c i o u s l y p a s s over many 

r e l e v a n t h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s f r o m news s e r v i c e s in o r d e r to publ i sh 

loca l p i c t u r e s . The m o r e l imi ted amount of space a t many s m a l l - c i t y 

n e w s p a p e r s would make such a choice n e c e s s a r y . Another f a c t o r m a y 

be that of p r o x i m i t y , or the value of loca l news in a unif ied communi ty , 
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which is of ten the c a s e in s m a l l e r c i t i e s c o m p a r e d to m e t r o p o l i t a n 

c i t i e s . E d i t o r s a t m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s m a y tend consc ious ly to 

use m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s f r o m news s e r v i c e s f o r the r e v e r s e 

r e a s o n : the lack of a uni f ied s e n s e of communi ty iden t i ty . A s tudy 

inves t iga t ing s i m p l y the s o u r c e of p i c t u r e s on a l a r g e n u m b e r of 

m e t r o p o l i t a n and s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s might be conducted to d e t e r m i n e if 

the d i r e c t i o n ind ica ted by this s tudy would be cont inued . 

Hypothes i s f o u r , that t h e r e will ue m o r e h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s 

u s e d on page one than s o f t - n e w s p i c t u r e s , was s u p p o r t e d by p r a c t i c e s 

a t a l l t h r e e m e t r o p o l i t a n da i l i e s and a l l bu t one of the s m a l l - c i t y 

d a i l i e s . It a p p e a r s s ign i f i can t that the s ingle s m a l l - c i t y dai ly which 

did not suppor t the hypothes i s had only l imi t ed a c c e s s to n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s , and its ed i tor ind ica ted tha t h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e s w e r e of ten 

h a r d to obtain loca l ly . Among n e w s p a p e r s with fu l l a c c e s s to n e w s -

s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , hypo thes i s f o u r might be to ta l ly s u p p o r t e d . 

Hypothes i s one, that t h e r e a r e no d i f f e r e n c e s in s u b j e c t -

m a t t e r content and s o u r c e of pho tographs among m e t r o p o l i t a n and 

s m a l l - c i t y n e w s p a p e r s , was not suppor t ed by the f indings of th i s s tudy. 

M a j o r d i f f e r e n c e s w e r e d e m o n s t r a t e d by p r a c t i c e s which fa i l ed to 

suppor t hypo theses t h r e e and f o u r . In addi t ion , m a j o r d i f f e r e n c e s w e r e 

found be tween the m e t r o p o l i t a n and s m a l l - c i t y da i l i e s in the n u m b e r of 

p i c t u r e s used f r o m the t h r e e s o u r c e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . The data showed 
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tha t one m e t r o p o l i t a n p a p e r c a r r i e d m o r e p i c t u r e s f r o m loca l s o u r c e s 

than any o t h e r , one m e t r o p o l i t a n pape r had m o r e n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s 

than any o t h e r , and the t h i r d m e t r o p o l i t a n pape r publ i shed m o r e p i c -

t u r e s f r o m the " o t h e r " s o u r c e . It s ,ppears s ign i f i can t that a m o n g 

the t h r e e s m a l l - c i t y d a i l i e s , two p a p e r s ' h a d loca l p i c t u r e s as the 

s o u r c e f o r the g r e a t e s t p e r c e n t a g e , w h e r e a s the t h i r d had n e w s - s e r v i c e 

p i c t u r e s as the g r e a t e s t s o u r c e . Th i s data may a l s o suppor t the p r e -

m i s e tha t e d i t o r s a t many s m a l l - c i t y p a p e r s of ten p a s s ove r p i c t u r e s 

f r o m news s e r v i c e s o r o ther s o u r c e s in o r d e r to publ ish m o r e loca l ly 

p roduced p i c t u r e s . F indings of th i s s tudy a l s o ind ica ted tha t e d i t o r s 

t ended to use the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s in o n e - c o l u m n wid ths , 

and tha t a s the co lumn widths of pho tographs i n c r e a s e d , the f r e q u e n c y 

of t h e i r use d e c r e a s e d . With s l ight v a r i a t i o n , th is d i r e c t i o n held in 

p r a c t i c e s a t both s m a l l - c i t y and m e t r o p o l i t a n n e w s p a p e r s . Data a l s o 

indica ted tha t m o r e p i c t u r e s w e r e be ing used in s e c t i o n one of m o s t 

p a p e r s , and tha t co lo r pho tographs w e r e be ing used p r i m a r i l y to depic t 

s o f t - n e w s events and w e r e conf ined to w o m e n ' s or e n t e r t a i n m e n t s e c -

t ions of n e w s p a p e r s . 

Although th is s tudy is unable to p rov ide r e a s o n s why ed i to r s 

may tend to a s s i g n m o r e pho tograph ic c o v e r a g e f o r s o f t - n e w s events 

than h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , a c a u s e may be found in m o s t e d i t o r s ' d e f i n i -

t ion of a h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e . Although none of the e d i t o r s in te rv iewed 



in t h i s s t u d y w e r e a s k e d to p r o v i d e 

tha t t h e y v i e w e d h a r d - n e w s p i c t u r e 

t ype of d r a m a t i c a c t i o n , s u c h a s a 

even t w h i c h c o n t a i n e d d r a m a t i c m o 

d r a m a t i c m o v e m e n t ) . I t w a s no t e 

of p i c t u r e c o v e r a g e o c c u r r e d which 

uch a d e f i n i t i o n , m a n y i n d i c a t e d 

s a s t h o s e wh ich s h o w e d s o m e 

f i r e , exp los ion , o r c a r w r e c k (any 

v e m e n t o r the c o n s e q u e n c e s of 

d u r i n g th i s s t u d y t h a t few e x a m p l e s 

s h o w e d h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s in n o r m a l , 

c a l m s e t t i n g s , s u c h a s c i ty c o u n c i l 

do not a p p e a r to b e u s i n g the s a m e 

c o v e r a g e a s t h e y a r e f o r a s s i g n i n g 

m a n y h a r d - n e w s s t o r i e s m a y not ir 

q u e n t l y s u c h s t o r i e s w h i c h have t h e 

of a c o m m u n i t y , a n d which s h o u l d 

by da i l y n e w s p a p e r s . By a s s i g n i n 

s u c h h a r d - n e w s e v e n t s , and by dis 

t i v e l y , e d i t o r s m i g h t a l s o i m p r o v e 

p i c t u r e s wou ld a d d a n e l e m e n t of i 

of t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . 
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o r s c h o o l b o a r d m e e t i n g s . E d i t o r s 

c r i t e r i a f o r a s s i g n i n g p i c t u r e 

covera .ge of n e w s s t o r i e s . Al though 

i c lude d r a m a t i c a c t i o n , i t is f r e -

m o s t s i g n i f i c a n c e to the c i t i z e n s 

r e c e i v e m o r e p h o t o g r a p h i c c o v e r a g e 

g m o r e p h o t o g r a p h i c c o v e r a g e t o 

p l ay ing the p i c t u r e s m o r e i m a g i n a -

r e a d e r s h i p f o r s u c h s t o r i e s , s i n c e 

impor tance to t h e s t o r i e s in t h e e y e s 
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APPENDIX B 

S T A F F STRUCTURE AND POLICY QUESTIONNAIRE 

The fo l lowing ques t ions were; used a s a b a s i s f o r d i s c u s s i o n with key 

p e r s o n n e l at the s ix n e w s p a p e r s s u r v e y e d ; p e r s o n n e l w e r e a s k e d to 

e l a b o r a t e and expand on r e l a t e d a r e a s whenever app l i cab l e . 

1. What types of s o u r c e s f o r photographs do you have ava i l ab le f o r 
n o n - l o c a l p i c t u r e s ? 

2. How many p h o t o g r a p h e r s do you employ f u l l - t i m e or p a r t - t i m e ? 
D e s c r i b e the photographic d e p a r t m e n t s t r u c t u r e . 

3. Do you c o n s i d e r your photographic staff adequa te? 

4 . Do you have a pol icy f o r the use of loca l pho tographs over n e w s -
s e r v i c e pho tog raphs? 

5. D e s c r i b e any pol icy or phi losophy your n e w s p a p e r m a y have 
c o n c e r n i n g the u se of p i c t u r e s on page one, e s p e c i a l l y as it r e l a t e s 
to loca l and n e w s - s e r v i c e p i c t u r e s , 

6. How f r e q u e n t l y do you use m u l t i - p i c t u r e combina t ions or p i c t u r e -
page l ayou ts? 

7. Do e d i t o r s at your p a p e r tend to p r e f e r c e r t a i n types of news 
p i c t u r e s over o t h e r s , such a s so f t news over h a r d news? 

i 

8 r How would you de s c r i b e the geog raph i ca l a r e a which your n e w s -
p a p e r s e r v e s ? Does this view a f f e c t your choice in the s e l ec t i on 
of pho tog raphs? 

9. Do space c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a f f e c t the use of pho tographs at your 
n e w s p a p e r ? 

100 
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10. What do you be l i eve to be your n e w s p a p e r ' s s t r o n g e s t a r e a 
pho tograph ica l ly? i ts -weakest a r e a ? 

11. Do p h o t o g r a p h e r s a t your p a p e r u se co lo r pho tographs r e g u l a r l y ? 
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