Potential Adaptation Strategies for Moderating Impacts
of Climate Change on Human Health and Welfare
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Climate variability and change challenge
even the world’s most advanced societies.
At a very basic level, climate affects the
costs of providing comfort in our homes
and work places. A favorable climate can
provide inputs for a good life: adequate
fresh water supplies; products from the
ranch, the farm, the forests, the rivers and
the coasts; pleasure derived from tourist

) destinations and from nature, biodiversity,
and outdoor recreation.

Climate not only supports the provision
of many goods and services, but also af-
fects the spread of some diseases and the
prevalence of other health problems. It is
also associated with threats from extreme
events and natural disasters such as tropi-
cal storms, riverine and coastal flooding,
wildfires, droughts, wind, hail, ice, heat,
and cold.
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k . . i temperature extremes.
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that improve living conditions and reduce chances of
injury, stress, and loss.
Human well-being is typically defined and measured as a
function of several dimensions:

1) economic conditions,

2) natural resources and amenities,

to increase. Similarly, heat-related 3) human health,
How Will Climate Change Impact Human ‘ ‘ death gffects poor and minority . - 4) public and p‘rivate infrastructure, including
. 5 populations disproportionately, in part due to lack of Health effects related to climate change will vary by transportation systems,
Health in the U.S.? air conditioning. region. 5) government and public safety and
‘ ‘ ' ' For the continental United States: 6) social and cultural resources.
The United States is a highly developed country with a There will likely be an increase in the spread of sev- + the northern areas are likely to experience the largest
wide range of climates. While there may be fewer cases eral food- and water-borne diseases among susceptible increases in average temperatures; Climate change will likely
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It is very likely that heat-related death and illness will Vel the impact of ‘ For some vectors, such as rodents One of the most significant
increase over the coming decades. climate on food- and wat§r—‘borne pathogens will selc‘lo‘m aSSO?lated with Hantavirus, ranges ‘ ways in which SOC}al,
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How Is Human Welfare Related to Health increased

And What Are The Impacts of Climate extreme

precipitation leading to local flooding and contamination
of water supplies - considered a very likely outcome of
global warming nationwide; fewer coldwaves are also
expected to occur - conferring some benefits, including
reduced snow removal, and at the same time also limiting
snow- and cold-based recreation.
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The terms human welfare, quality of life, and well-
being are often used interchangeably. There is a shared
understanding that all three terms refer to aspects of life




