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Ken Gonzales-Day

Choloborg; or,
The Disappearing Latino Body

|. Donna Haraway, "A Cyborg Manifesto,” in
Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of
Nature (New York: Routledge, 1991), 180.

2. Haraway discusses situated and embodied
knowledge in the chapter following “A Cyborg
Manifesto,” entitled "Situated Knowledges: The
Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of
Partial Perspective,” in ibid., 191.

3. "Census and You,"” U.S. Bureau of the Census,
November 1996, 10; cited in Mike Davis, Magical
Urbanism: Latinos Reinvent the US City (New York:
Verso, 2000), 99.

Race, gender and capital require a cyborg theory of wholes and parts.
—Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto”

In her epochal essay on the effects of technology on subjectivity, “A Cyborg
Manifesto,” Donna Haraway coyly positions the cyborg as something of a tech-
nologically evolved monster and claims that “Monsters have always defined the
limits of community in Western imaginations.”" If this is true, then one might
conclude that race was the monster that has defined those early limits of the
cyborg community.

Returning to my epigraph, it is clear that Haraway acknowledges a certain
fragmentation when she writes that cyborg theory must be made of “wholes”
and “parts.” Race is one of those parts that has yet to be
fully theorized, specifically with regard to Latino bodies.
Nevertheless, she later argues that, informed by situated
and embodied knowledges, such fragments contain a
critical potential.* Given the triumvirate of race, gender,
and capital, conventional knowledge tells us that Latinos
embody physiological difference and are “situated” both economically and
culturally, raising the question: are Latino/a bodies cyborg bodies?

In 1999, the saucy stylings of Ricky Martin made it to the Grammy
Awards, while Jennifer Lopez continues to enjoy the admiration of television
and movie audiences, suggesting that Latino bodies have never been more
visible. They are on the pop charts, in magazines, and on television; yet,
according to the culrural critic Mike Davis, Latinos have seen the lowest
income growth, with the median household income increasing only $276
between 1980 and 1995, compared to $4,845 for whites and $4,576 for
blacks.? Likewise, under NAFTA, companies like Hyundai, Sony, Sanyo, and
Toyota have redefined the notion of a transnational economy. In Magical
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