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PREFACE

As the age of imperialism and the painful process of decolonization fade
into a more distant horizon, the study of European presence in Asia is
experiencing something of a renaissance. Students and researchers are
subjecting source materials to fresh scrutiny, shaping a fresh image of the
colonial era and capturing experiences across different strata of society.
Attention is now being paid to a spectrum of social processes such as
acculturation, assimilation, social insertion, hybridity, marginalisation,
cooperation, and globalisation.

Over the past decades, attention has been placed on the early motives,
means, mechanisms and epochs of European expansion together with the
social, economic, technological, religious and political factors that enabled
these processes. Many older exposés upheld the three “G’s” — God,
gold and glory — and celebrated conquest as the triumph of a superior
Europe over the other peoples around the globe. These admittedly over-
simplistic paradigms of historical analysis, it would appear, have finally been
fortunately relegated to the dustbin of discarded research methodologies.

Arguably, in no historical subfield have the underlying paradigms of
analysis shifted more than for the early modern period. It was the 15th
and 16th century that witnessed the establishment of the first European
colonial settlements. Stimulus for deeper research on the latter Middle Ages
and the early modern world almost certainly stemmed from a relatively
recent plethora of “quincentennial celebrations” — from the “discovery” of
the Cape of Good Hope (1488-1988), the Portuguese circumnavigation
of the African continent (1498-1998) and the Portuguese conquest of
the Melaka Sultanate to the Portuguese (1511-2011) to the Spanish
“discovery” of the Americas (1492-1992) and soon also of the Pacific
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Ocean (1513-2013). At an official level, these commemorations of the
European reconnaissance are now being matched, and to an extent also
intentionally juxtaposed, by earlier Asian — specifically Chinese — feats
of maritime navigation: the great voyages of the Chinese Admiral Zheng
He of the early 15th century. It can hardly escape attention that Europe’s
aggressive, military and expansionist programme is sharply contrasted by
the (supposedly) peaceful, cultural and commercial intentions of Zheng He,
that Imperial Eunuch of the Ming Dynasty whose voyages — rightly or
wrongly — are celebrated in Asia as missions of “friendship” and “inter-
cultural exchange”.

Thanks to considerable research funds generously made available in
recent times from both private and public sponsors, the topic of European
presence in Asia from the late 1400s to the late 1700s is experiencing
a revival. The now classic works of Boxer, Chaudhuri, Furber, Lach,
MacGregor, Meilink-Roelofsz, Reid, Schrieke, Thomaz, or Van Leur —
just to select a handful of examples — are now supplemented by a growing
pool of historical studies that revisit known source materials, and sometimes
also draw on rare prints or recently (re-) discovered manuscripts. With
respect to 16th- and 17th-century Southeast Asia, Portuguese and Dutch
sources certainly retain their pre-eminent position in scholarly circles. But
recent studies are making more extensive use of documents, reports and
cartographical materials written in European languages including Danish,
English, French, German, Italian, Latin, Portuguese and Spanish.

Under the editorship of Armando Cortesdo, the Hakluyt Society in
London published the Suma Oriental of Tomé Pires with English translation
in two volumes. With the benefit of hindsight, this bi-lingual edition
marked a major breakthrough for the study of early modern Southeast
Asia generally speaking. It has proven especially important to historians
of Asia examining the dynamics of regional and long-distance inter-Asian
trade and it has proven to be an invaluable source for understanding of
that important period of transition between the Melaka Sultanate and
Portuguese colonial port settlement. In this context one invariably thinks
of the landmark studies by Luis Filipe R. Thomaz, Professor of History
at the Universidade Catdlica in Lisbon, who has so meticulously combed
the histories, documents and chronicles of Portuguese expansion. From the
information he has gleaned from this pool of sparsely studied materials,
he has cogently reconstructed an image of early colonial Melaka that was
embedded in a patchwork of interlocked and overlapping commercial
networks and found itself surrounded by competing, sometimes expanding
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polities that sustained a fragile but ever-shifting balance of power in
Malaya, the Indonesian Archipelago and naturally also further afield. There
can be little doubt that Thomaz has left for himself an enduring place
in the history writing of the Malay world, and arguably Southeast Asia
at large.

The present study 7he Portuguese and the Straits of Melaka, 1575~
1619: Power, Trade and Diplomacy by Paulo Pinto fruitfully draws on new
historiographical trends and builds carefully on the accomplishments of
Thomaz as well as other internationally recognized scholars from Europe,
Asia and beyond. The work was originally completed as a mestrado thesis
for the Universidade Nova in Lisbon in 1994 and was first published
in a revised Portuguese language edition in 1997. The period Pinto has
chosen is a relatively narrow one — 1573/5 to 1619 — that spans an
exciting yet highly problematic period for the Portuguese Estado da India.
Geographically and thematically the author’s attention is focused on the
inter-dependent, triangular relationship between Portuguese Melaka, Johor
and Aceh and is limited in time from the Acehnese attacks on Melaka
(1573/5) to the establishment of Dutch Batavia under Jan Pieterszoon
Coen (1619). In contrast to the earlier decades of the 16th century, the
period between 1573 and ca. 1605 is far less familiar to present-day
students and researchers. Several reasons stand behind Pinto’s choice of
this period. With the end of the Melaka sultanate in 1511, regional power
constellations were to change dramatically. By the second half of the 16th
century two “successor polities” of the fallen Melaka sultanate, namely Johor
and Aceh, rapidly emerged as formidable agents of trade, diplomacy and
war. Portuguese presence in the region also affected the regional balance
of power, but the end of the 1500s sees the Estado da India grappling
with a range of institutional, financial and security problems. Its interests
are seriously threatened by armed competition from Northern European
traders and the East India Companies: the English, French, Danes, and
especially the Dutch. Some of the East India Companies, notably the Dutch
VOC, entered into alliances with Asian princes with the aim of wresting
colonial strongholds from Portuguese control. These attacks initially scored
a mixed success. The attack on the Moluccas proved successful in the
early 1600s, but Melaka, that celebrated city of spices and commerce, was
plucked from Lusitanian control only in 1641 after several failed attacks
on that colony.

The late 1500s and early 1600s remain a period when Portuguese
business intelligence, familiarity with the region, cartography, technical
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know-how and diplomatic savvy were important. The period of transition
between the late 1500s and early 1600s saw a veritable explosion in
Europe of documenting the produce, marketplaces, peoples and customs of
Southeast Asia. The majority of these reports were written in Portuguese,
but increasingly also in other European languages including Dutch, French,
German, Italian, Latin, and Spanish. These later European accounts
doubtlessly processed or based their insights on earlier Portuguese accounts.
Jan Huyghen van Linschoten’s Reysgeschrift (1595) and Itinerario (1596)
can be taken as classic examples of how earlier Portuguese materials were
collated, translated, and published.

Without doubt, at the heart of Pinto’s work stands the city, port and
Portuguese colony of Melaka. He underscores that Portuguese-language
documentation dating from the second half of the 16th century appears to
be beset with puzzling assessments and sometimes outright contradictions
that require careful reading and evaluation. To appreciate this body of
documentation more fully it is imperative to place problematic statements
or accounts within their proper social, political, economic, diplomatic
and geo-strategic context. Pinto displays a special interest in ascertaining
diverging forces that nudged toward social and institutional assimilation
in Portuguese Melaka on the one hand, and written instructions received
from superiors in Goa or Lisbon on the other. Although Melaka was
located at the crossroads of principal, converging networks of trade from
the South China Sea, the Indonesian Archipelago and the Gulf of Bengal,
the Portuguese colony found itself relatively removed and detached from
the political centre of the Estado da India in Goa, and even more so from
the colonial metropolis Lisbon. As a result, some higher ranking officers
of Melaka, those men-on-the-spot, enjoyed considerable leeway for
independent action and decision-making. In order to appreciate more fully
the forces broadly underlying these specifically locational contradictions,
as well as the perceived symptoms of institutional decay and corruption,
Pinto sees it appropriate to first delve into a more comprehensive exami-
nation and evaluation of the regional economic, political, diplomatic,
military, and social context. This multi-faceted approach gradually narrows
toward the city through what Pinto calls “concentric circles”. This enables
not only a deeper appreciation of Portuguese Melaka in the late 1500s
and early 1600s, but through his perusal of Portuguese primary materials
makes a noteworthy contribution toward reconstructing the internal
histories of the Johor and Aceh sultanates in the late 16th and early
17th century.
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To researchers interested in early colonial Melaka who are proficient
in the Portuguese language, Paulo Pinto’s study is of course already well
known. It is a work that has already impacted the field, even if it may
have been supplemented since the completion of this study during the early
1990s by a growing body of historical studies focusing on the Luso-Dutch
conflict in Southeast Asia at the dawn of the 17th century. Nevertheless,
this work remains a seminal and arguably unsurpassed study covering
Johor-Melaka-Aceh relations during the final quarter of the 16th century.
The present English translation now makes this interesting and useful
study accessible to a far wider, non-Lusophone audience, and readers will
find the present edition doubly useful for its documentary appendices.
In this sense, Pinto’s work also serves as a handy reference volume that
contains valuable primary sources. Given his extensive archival research and
deep familiarity with surviving Portuguese-language documentary materials
as well as more recent secondary studies, this study retains its usefulness
to the historians of the Malay Peninsula and of Sumatra at the close of
the 16th century.

Peter Borschberg
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Gomes, Pero, 325

Gomispola, 52, 96, 112, 319-320,
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Guangdong, 21, 177

Guangzhou, see Canton

Gujarat, xxix, 26, 43, 63, 79-80

Gujarati merchants, xxix, 18, 81, 91,
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Syah
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Henriques, Francisco de Miranda,
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Henriques, Pedro, 207
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Hitu, 305

Holy Office, 196

Homem, Manuel Mascarenhas,
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Hormuz, 3, 6, 34, 43, 49-50, 63, 70,
224, 231, 289-290
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Houtman, Frederick de, 97
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Mascarenhas, Francisco de, Viceroy,
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Mascarenhas, Manuel, see Homem,
Manuel Mascarenhas

Mascarenhas, Pero, captain, 317

Mataram, 36, 130

Matelieff, Cornelis, Dutch Admiral,
116, 127, 129, 248-249

Matos, Manuel de, casado from Goa,
324

Maurice of Nassau, 305

Mealecio, see Ali bin Yusuf Adil Khan

Mecca, 12, 18, 79, 315

Mecca, Straits of, 293, 320-321
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Melo, Martim Afonso de, Captain of
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202, 244, 268, 295, 302
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Meilink-Roelofsz, M. A. P, historian,

Xii, Xxvii
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Meneses, Anténio de, Captain of
Melaka, 268
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165, 172, 212-213, 261-262, 279,
290, 293, 320, 339
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Monomotapa, see Mutapa
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103, 117, 120, 134, 138, 144,
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279, 288-292, 294-295, 305-306,
317-318, 323, 326, 338, 340

Monroio, Guterres de, captain, 316

Monsalve, Alvaro de Bolafios, 87

Morais, Jodo Pinto de, 194, 316, 324,
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Mozambique, 3, 38, 50, 64, 104, 224,
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Muar, 56, 148

Muda, Sultan of Aceh, 167, 258, 267

Mughal, prince of Priaman, 257-258

Mughal Empire, 27

Mutapa, 69-70
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Muzaffar Syah, Sultan of Johor, 83,
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Mylapur, St. Thomas of, 30, 174
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Nagapattinam, 21, 30

Naning, 172, 213, 339

Nias, 165
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Nicote, Filipe de Brito de, 42, 61, 71

Nile, 172
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204-205, 207-208, 210, 213

Noronha, Antdo de, Viceroy, 204, 223,
269

Noronha, Anténio de, Viceroy, 193,
269

Noronha, Anténio de, captain, 295

Noronha, Constantino de S4 de, 328

Noronha, Francisco de, captain, 317

Noronha, Garcia de, Viceroy, 340

Noronha, Henrique de, captain, 316

Novais, Paulo Dias de, 69
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Orang Asli, 173

Orang Besar, 155, 170
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Orang Laut, 88, 125, 145-147, 154,
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Pahang, 5, 116, 118, 143, 148,
151-153, 164-165, 173, 175, 242,
253-255, 303, 322, 328

Palembang, 21, 105, 116, 124, 128,
145, 153, 239, 305

Panarukan, 57, 138, 292

Parameswara, 124, 145

Pasai, 82, 159, 165, 303

Patani, 5-6, 26, 57, 59, 107, 116, 152,
175, 181, 253, 294, 298, 305

Pedir, 77, 82, 99, 159, 165, 252,
265-266, 335

Pegu, 6, 13, 41, 43, 53, 57-59, 70-71,
147, 160, 174, 286, 290

pepper, 10, 12, 20, 35-36, 47, 87, 207,
228, 278, 293-294, 296-299,
304-305, 309, 321

pepper (from Malabar), 320

pepper (from Sumatra), 3, 18-19,
21-22, 27,52, 72, 80, 94,
117-119, 149, 159-160, 162, 169,
294,299, 314, 320, 333-334

pepper (from Sunda), 3, 13, 19, 21-22,
53, 66, 103, 180, 294, 298

Perak, 5, 33, 55, 57, 88, 107, 116, 118,
163, 165-166, 175, 229, 246, 258,
261, 303

Pereira, Duarte Pacheco, captain, xxii,
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Pereira, Jodo da Silva, Captain of
Melaka, see Silva, Jodo da

Pereira, Leonis, Captain of Melaka,
18, 83, 136, 143, 268

Pereira, Mateus, captain, 260

Pereira, Paulo de Lima, captain, 47,
54, 89, 100, 130, 176, 193, 197,
226-228, 244, 260, 284, 286—287,
294-295

Persian Gulf, 20, 43, 160, 235

Pessanha, Baltasar, captain, 277

Pessoa, André, casado from Melaka,
318

Philip I, King of Portugal, 2, 5, 136,
144, 193, 207, 215, 233, 303

Phillipines, 1, 67, 69, 73, 87, 120-121,
198, 233, 296, 326

Phuket, see Ujang-Selang

Pimentel, Miguel de Sousa, captain,
134, 176,

Pinto, Jodo, see Morais, Jodo Pinto de

Pinto, Tomis, 94, 141, 332

Pires, Tomé, chronicler, xii, xxi, 112,
142, 145

Portugal, Paulo de, captain, 318

Priaman, 160, 165-166, 169, 305

Pulicat, 25, 30

Quanzhou, 177
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Syah, sultan of Johor, 241

Raja Abdullah, Sultan of Kampar,
210

Raja Ahmad, Prince of Pahang, 253

Raja Asyem, heir of Aceh, 255, 259

Raja Bajau, Sultan of Johor and
Pahang, 253, 255

Raja Bongsu, Sultan of Johor, see
Abdullah Maayat Syah

Raja Bujang, Sultan of Johor, see
Abdul Jalil Syah III
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Raja Buyung, Sultan of Aceh, see Ali
Riayat Syah
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241-242, 255

Raja Laut, Prince of Johor, 248

Raja Mansur, Sultan of Johor, see
Alauddin Riayat Syah III

Raja Omatr, Sultan of Johor, see Ali
Jalla Abdul Jalil Syah II

Raja Seberang, Sultan of Johor, see
Abdullah Maayat Syah

Rajale, Sultan of Johor, see Ali Jalla
Abdul Jalil Syah II

Red Sea, 3, 43, 80, 82, 159-160, 235,
299

Rego, Anténio Silva, historian, xxi

Reid, Anthony, historian, xii, 125, 168,
170, 261, 264

Riau, vii, 125, 145-146, 148, 240, 250,
253,274

Ribeiro, Anténio Marques, auditor,
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Rivara, J. H. Cunha, historian, xxi

Rodrigues, Anténio, captain, 324

Rokan, 116, 150

Roxo, Francisco, 326

Ruido, Cosme de, auditor, 191

S4, Basilio de, historian, xxi

S4, Francisco de, captain, 93, 329, 331

S4, Leonardo de, Bishop of Macao,
93, 329, 331

Sabang, Straits of, 54-55, 88, 149,
244,254, 306, 320

Salah ad-Din, Sultan of Aceh, 267

Salazar, Andrés de, Augustinian Friar,
143, 146

Saldanha, Aires de, Captain of
Melaka, later Viceroy, ix, 7, 62,
67, 97-98, 104, 109-110, 188,
205, 268-269, 303, 307, 313,
335
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Sande, Francisco de, Governor of
Manila, 72

Santos, Domingos dos, Augustinian
Friar, 328

Sang Seperba, 126

Santa Catarina, carrack, 24, 31, 77,
107, 140, 277, 335

Santa Luzia, Jorge de, Bishop of
Melaka, 195

Sayong Pinang, 129

Schrieke, Bertram, historian, xii, xxvii
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Serrdo, Sebastido, 316
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Silva, Diogo de Mendonga da, captain,
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Simées, Anténio, 9
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Sirian, 42, 321
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Sotomaior, Francisco de, 318

Sousa, Alfredo Botelho de, historian,
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Melaka, 268

Sousa, Gongalo Rodrigues de, captain,
253

Sousa, Pero Lopes de, Captain of
Melaka, 7, 76, 93, 148, 190, 268,
299, 331

South China Sea, xiv

Sri Alam, Sultan of Aceh, 258, 267
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295, 305

Sri Vijaya, xxvii, 124, 145, 147, 240

Subrahmanyan, Sanjay, historian, xxiii,
41
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318

Sunda Strait, 26, 79, 100, 293, 306,
309
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Tévora, Luis Alvares de, bailiff, 307,
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Tavora, Rui Lourengo de, Viceroy, 33,
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Tavora, Sebastido de, Captain of
Melaka, 268

Teganapattam, 25

Teles, Ferndo, see Meneses, Fernio
Teles de

Temudo, Jorge, Archbishop of Goa,
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Ternate, xxvi, 18, 21, 24, 79, 205-206,
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Tibau, Sebastiio Gongalves, 61
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Tiku, 160, 165, 169

Timor, 5, 25, 225, 227
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Thomaz, Luis Filipe, historian,
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Tomungdo, 178, 180, 201, 203-204,
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Tomungio, Sebastido, 211

Tonkin, 6, 13, 59, 72, 139

Tuhfat al-Nafis, chronicle, 240, 243

Tumenggung, 137, 178, 210, 236, 340
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Tuticorin, 314

Ujang-Selang, 5
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Van Leur, J. C., historian, xii, xxvii,
140

Vasconcelos, Diogo de, 121

Vaz, Gomes, Jesuit, 189
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195, 268
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Vicente, Afonso, casado from Melaka,
96-97

Viegas, Anténio de, captain, 295

Vilhegas, Anténio de, ambassador,
314, 316
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Wicki, José, historian, xxi
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i | FUNDACAQ
wose  ORIENTE

FINGARDELD

cllzwing the fall of the Melaka Sultanate to the Portuguess in 1511,
the sultanates of Johor and Aceh emerged as major trading centres
alongside Portuguese Melaka, Each power repressnted wider global
interests. Aceh had links with Gujerat, the Cttoman Empire and the Levant.
lohor was & centre for Javansse merchants and others involed with the
Eastern spice trade. Melaka was part of the Estado da India, Portugals
trading emipire that extzrdsd from Japan to Mozambique, Throughout the
simtesnth cantury, a peculiar balance among the three powsrs became an
important charactsr of the palitical and sconomical life in the Straits of
Pelaka. The arrival of the Cutch in the early ssventesnth century caused
corsiderable changes and k= to the dedine of Portuguese Melaka.
Making extensive use of conternporary Portuguess sources, Faulo Pinto
uses gecpoliical approach to analyze the financial, political, economic and
rrilitary instituticns that underlay this tiangular arrargement, a system that
persisted becausa no one power could achisve an undisputed hegermony.
He also considers the position of post-conguest Melaka in the Malay World,
wheare it rermained a symbolic centre of Malay civilization and a modsl of
Falay political authaority despite changes associated with Portuguese rule,
and in the process sheds lights on social, political and genealogical elemants
within the Jobor and Aceh sultanatss.

Paule Jorge de Sowusa Pinte i a researcher and
Memkbser of the Board of the Institute of Criental Studiss
at the Cathalic University in Lisbon.
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