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Winds inferred by Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) satellites are a very important source of spatial wind field behavior along coastal areas particularly on
small coastal areas that are temporary affected by strong flow disturbances mainly driven from land to the ocean. Gap flow circulations, among others, are
an example of such wind phenomena disturbances which are not yet described by regional atmospheric models nor by CFD modeling. Such situations could
compromise both offshore wind resource and park deployment studies on places affected by the presence of these phenomena types. A possible way to
overcome this situation is the usage of SAR images assimilated into regional atmospheric models using certain type of assimilation techniques. In this work,
a real case occurred in a coastal area in Portugal will be taken into account. A strong gap flow occurred during the beginning of the night 9 December 2010
was captured by a SAR image which was assimilated into the model. Some validation meteorological stations were used for validation purposes taken into
account scenarios performed with and without wind SAR assimilation. Spatial results lead to the conclusion that the assimilation of SAR images improves
the wind pattern results which reflects how SAR assimilation into the mesoscale models are important for simulating the coastal wind flow patterns.

1) Study of gap flows ...

During the day - 9 December 2010 i)l
- gap flows developed along some island
western coastal regions of
Continental Portugal

Gap flows are locally generated
wind currents that spread abruptly
to the ocean, triggered by non-
linear atmospheric phenomena.

Its intensity (strong wind speeds)
could bring several impacts on near
coastal offshore wind parks.

Satellite work

1) Study of gap flows ...

A high resolution satellite image (e.g. SAR) is
a good observational wind source “tool” to
identify the occurrence of strong wind regimes
around coastal areas.

Generally, mesoscale models, do not
reproduce in an efficient way, gap flows,
specially, the ones very near to the
coasts.

Could SAR images, ingested into the
mesoscale model, improve gap flows
simulations??
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Satellite work
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the phenomena in action

This “zoomed” SAR image on day, 9
December 2010 @ ~ 22:30h shows the
gap flows (surface).

‘red zones” wind speeds ~ 20 to 30m/s

“‘green zones” — vicinity ~ 10 to 13 m/s

“‘blue zones” -around ~ 3 to 6 m/s
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