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RAWN EWS EUROPE * USA

SPANISH ENVIRONMENT UNDER
THREAT FROM NEW ROAD

Jo Farb Hemandez repoits:

One of Spain's most admired environments, 'Capricho de
Cotring built by francisco Gonzfilez Grajera (see RV#60) is
under threat from a new road construction proposal. On the
outskirts of the village of Los Santos de Maimona in the
western province of Badajoz, the site is adjacent to a major
north/south thosoughfare, and thus attracts a fairly significant
number of visitors who are drawn off the road by the organic
crenellation of two towers, sheathed in bright tiles affixed in a
random but formally balanced exemplac of trencadfs
composition. fronted by a wavy fence of vertical finials
thrusting vpward into the Extremaduran sun, the towers and §
accompanying domes melt down into asymmetrical cylindrical
shapes, plerced with an assortment of abstractly-shaped
windows and limned by a cusvilinear exterior staircase that
provides fine views of the complexity and meticulous
craftsmanship of Gonz&lez Grajera's artistry.

However, recent media atteation ta his creation has
provoked a battle between the antist and the municipal offices
that will determine whether of not the artist is able to
complete his construction 3s he has envisioned. Raw Vision
readers are vrged to write letters of strong protest to the
local authoities to urge them to let the artist complete his work without threat. Only a united campaign which points out the reduction in
tourist visitation to the village with its consequent loss of income, the hardship on the artist by preventing his concepts from becoming fully
realised, and, finally, the irreparable damage to the study of the entire genre of art environments worldwide may prevent the city from
carrying out its plans.

RV readers are urged to write letters to the mayor:

Alcalde José Santlago Lavada, Los Santos de Malmona, Badajoz, 06230 ESPANA.

Copies may be seat to Marla Esperanza Diaz Garcia, Directora General de Patrimonio Cultural, Junta de Extremadura, Calle Aimendralejo 14, 06800
MéErida, ESPANA. Letters of protest may also be sent directly to SPACES for forwarding to the correct authorities. Please also send a copy of your
letter to SPACES.

SPACES 9053 Soquel Orive, Suite 205, Aptos, CA ¢5003.
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