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Music Library of The National Broadecasting
Company”

By W. Perceval-Monger, Historian of Music, National Broadcasting Co.

F I have understood my mission here

correctly it is to try to explain to you
the functioning of a modern music
library, as applied to the business of
broadcasting. It is through the courtesy
of my genial manager of department,
Mr. Nicholas de Vore that I am here.
He assures me that I am in the same
position as the average bock reviewer—
I speak fluently of my subject because
I know very little about it.

It has been my privilege to watch the
growth of our National Broadcasting
Company's music library from four blank
walls to 25,000 pieces valued at $150,000,
and this does not include the 35,000
pieces of the New York Symphony
Orchestra’s library, valued at $60,000,
which has been quite recently added.
From a handful of books we now have a
rather comprehensive and steadily grow-
ing reference library of books in four
languages. A mass of musical and
literary research material has been col-
lected. With a rapidly growing organiza-
tion on our hands, books and music are
being added at a daily rate that is a little

staggering. We get music and books
from wvaried sources, complimentary
from the publishers, and gifts from
friends all across the country, with, of
course, the necessary additions by pur-
chase. The rental of music which we do
not require to buy, for temporary use, is
a separate section of our department, as
this music is returned to its owners, and
does not add to our stock.

May I explain briefly what I have seen
at the National Broadcasting Com-
pany's studios at 711 Fifth Avenue, in
my term of service with this organiza-
tion, rather than burden you with the
details of library economy, with which
vou are already familiar. Our building
was specially constructed, and we had
the pleasure as well as the tremendous
labor of moving in from 195 Broadway,
(where WEAT was installed), and from
the old Aeolian Building, 33 West 42nd
Street, (where WJZ had its temporary
home), into a brand new house. The
business of broadcasting over two huge
networks went on uninterruptedly. We
did not lose a minute of “air,”” nor a

*Address before New York Special Libraries Association, February 27, 1929.
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single word of speech, nor a note of
music in this transfer. This was made
possible only by careful planning, by the
minutest dovetailing of departmental
work, and by the use of every con-
ceivable emergency measure, mechan-
ical and human, to avoid a possible
slip-up anywhere.

As I say, the library moved in orderly
procession into a large room which con-
tained four walls and the usual lighting.
Into this room specially made steel
shelving was set-up under a scheme de-
vised by Mr. DeVore, manager of the
department. It required also a service
counter for the delivery of music, and
large pigeen holes—rather like the
General Post Office delivery boxes—into
which the various “‘hours of music'’ could
be placed by the assistant librarians and
taken out by the artists and conductors
responsible for rehearsals and perform-
ances, and returned in the same manner,
but by the return route.

If you are interested in the personnel
required to handle this work, we have a
Manager of Department in charge of
literary and musical property and of
performing rights and copyrights, with
three assistants; Chief of Library Main-
tenance, with four assistants; Chief of
Programme Supply with six assistants;
Chief of Musical and Literary Reference
with three assistants; Chief of Musical
and Literary Research with three assist-
ants; Chief of Purchasing Books and
Music Department, with two assistants;
Chief Arranger, with nine assistants.
While this Department is a vitlal one, it
is only one of many others, similarly
important which make up our organiza-
tion. When the Musical and Literary
Research Department, which includes
the music and book library, becomes un-
wieldy, it is ‘“‘multiplied by division,”
that is, a sub-department is broken off
and allowed to develop under its own
immediate chief. This has happened
twice already. The arrangers of music
have their own rcom and the music-
supply department has two adjoining
rooms.

As we are doing seventy programmes,
either entirely musical or partly musical
every day, a rigid routine is necessary.
Our networks have an average of thirty
cities each as key-stations, or fifty cities
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on both networks, while for events of
national importance, such as Washing-
ton’s Birthday, the Inauguration, or
Christmas Greetings, we reach out to a
hundred key cities covering practically
the entire country and a good part of
Canada. If the music required for these
programmes is not on our shelves,. it
must be purchased or rented. If—al-
ready in our possession or available by
purchase or rental—it is not in the ar-
rangement for the special 35 or 50 piece
orchestras that we use, or for the smaller
combinations, then our arrangers are
set to work on the scores and the work is
reduced to the proper key required and
to the proper instrumentation that will
produce the effect we require in the
studio. If the “hour” be made up of
several separate operas or works, then
our arrangers may be called upon to
write original connecting links of music
to connect up the existing music, or
they may have to write special in-
cidental music if the hour be a dramatic
one, calling for special music, martial or
romantic, for example.

T have tried to explain that the music
for each programme is routed out in a
complete set, that is, each instrumental-
ist receives on his desk all the parts,
violin, oboe, or bassoon, in which only
he is interested. He is not involved in
that which concerns other instruments.
The return of the music to the library
is made hy one of the assistant librarians.
He collects it directly from the desks
in the studio, it is returned to the music
library, resorted into works, instead of
parts, and it is then returned to the
alphabetic file, where, under the com-
poser's name, it is available for im-
mediate use the next day, or the next
hour, if occasion demands.

One of our major problems is to find
the time and the place for the pressure
upon us caused by steady expansion.
Every facility in the music library must
be elastic, in practically all directions,
The physical equipment of the library
must also have a large degree of elas-
ticity. Already one room has grown into
two large rooms. With the increasing
vogue for chamber music and part-
music these two sections are clamouring
for a room to themselves. Popular music
of the jazz type is setting up a clamour
that is even a little louder.
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The functioning of the Musical and
Literary Research Depariment includes
the finding and writing of historic and
descriptive notes about the music itself,
something of the composer’s life, a little
sketch of the origin of the music, its
mood, its words, if any, and its special
significance on a certain programme. In-
cidental music may have to be writien
for a special dramatic or commercial
programme, and if this incidental music
be not available, then our highly-
skilled department of arrangement and
composition sets to work and original
music is soon written In this last de-
partment we claim a farge success for
we have American, Fiench, German,
Hungarian, Polish and even English
arrangers and composers, all of whom
have musical history well above the
average, and technical skill that amounts
in some cases to genius.

1 would like to explain the difference
Letween a sustaining and another form
of programme- -the commercial or sub-
sidized one. When you hear a purely
artistic programme given on the air, it
is rendered as a direct gift, without the
hope of any reward, for the purposc of
“sustaining” your inlerest in listening
Lo the radio 1t isthis state of mind that
prepares you, we helieve, {or the com-
mercial programmes which have to do
with some product which the manu-
facturers claim should find a place in
your homes.

We also have a large library of copy-
right-law volumes, in which are regis-
tered all the copyrights on books and
music in recent years. This is our guide,
in the hands of Mr. De Vore, against any
possible violation of copyright law, and
it protects us from suil for the usc on
the radio of any piece of music against
which there are copyright restrictions.
We are most anxious to keep faith with
the composers, authors and the owners
of copyrights, and this department re-
quires constant watching. Iis success is
proclaimed m the fact that we have
never been sued under copyright law
in our entire existence.

Our work is done in co-operation with
the gentlemen of our selling force, with
the program department itself, with the
advertisers and sponsoring corporations,
such as the Radio Corporation of

America, with our announcers and with
the ladies and gentlemen of the press
This requires a triple index or catalogue
of all the music that we have available.
We must first have a complete title index,
an index of composers (in case the titles
are unknown or forgotten), and in addi-
tion we have a very necessary subject
index. Here the grand operas, light
operas, cantatas, symphonies, concertos,
and chamber music can be re.dily found.
Also the music of peace, of war, of moon-
light, of roses, of home and mother—
and somelimes father is found in the
index  Songs of children and childhood
must be readily available, symphonies
of victory or of loss, works of floods and
disaslers, the songs of birds, the hum-
ming of insects, and even the rustle of
leaves in the Spring . . . these have
their places on ‘“‘atmospheric’’ pro-
grammes, and we must not forget the
old-timers, the fireside songs—for the
American fireside (which the pessimists
claim is rapidly disappearing) remains a
great symphony to many good Ameri-
cans—the songs of hopeful longing, and
the sad songs of hopeless, blighted
romances. (These latter vaiieties add a
great deal to the lives of those who have
not yel entered the romantic age .
or to those who have long since aban-
doned that ideal state.) These simpler
programmes have prelerence, in the
minds of many, to the [lours with Great
Composers, the Lavender and l.ace Pro-
grammes of Milady's Court Musicians,
Greal Moments in the World's History,
Great Figures of All Time, and Great
Events of Our Day, when national
figures, presidents, generals and admirals
of glorious history speak to you. But
the radio is a truly democratic institu-
tion and we must find something [or
evervhody.

In conclusion it is my duty lo invite
you to inspect al any time with the
briefest notice-—and preferably in the
evenings--the actual working of the
National Broadcasting Company’s stu-
dios, its library and its musical and
literary research department. [ would
like (o thank you all for this oppor-
tunity to appear before you, and ex-
plain, as [ have said a fascinating
business of which I know very little.
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Answering and Analyzing Special Requests
for Information

By Mary Bostwick Day, Librarian, National Safety Council, Chicago

NE of the administrative duties of

the librarian of a large national as-
sociation is to see that all inquiries for
information, requiring some investiga-
tion and research should be answered
completely and promptly.

The requests will be received by mail,
by telegram, by telephone and by per-
sonal calls.

Handling such requests for informa-
tion in any association should be an
integral part of the service of the or-
ganization. It is a job which should be
fraught with interest, pleasure and much
hard work to the librarian who has been
building up, by systematic and in-
telligent acquisitions a highly special-
ized library, and feels now in a position
to advertise and render a dynamic in-
formation bureau service (o his or-
ganization.

Taken for granted that the librarian
has an intelligent knowledge of sources of
information, acquired through profess-
ional library training plus a college back-
ground, years of experience, is patient,
faithful to his trust, persistent in his
search for information, has a good sense
of humor and a real spirit of helpful social
service, we are now ready to take up
some of the more concrete problems
which will confront him.

The requests for information that pour
in from the four corners of Lhe earth,
will be varied in scope. Some requests
will require considerable research in his
own library and elsewhere, others will
be almost instantly answered. Some will
come from big business and industrial
executives, others from engineers, fore-
men, schools and colleges, students,
technical and trade organizations, Cham-
bers of Commerce, governmental de-
partments, and many other sources.
If the request is a legitimate one, the
maximum of service will be rendered, and
every effort put forth to solve the
particular problem asked for. If the
request is outside our field, we will
endeavor to turn it over to the librarian

who is a specialist in that particular
field.

With these more or less general re-
marks, I am going to confine the balance
of this paper to my own personal ob-
servations during the past 13 or more
years in administering two association
libraries.

Over 700 requests for definite informa-
tion, requiring some research are received
each month in the National Safety
Council, Library and Information Bu-
reau. These requests are all opened by a
clerk at the central mail desk each A. M.
and periodically during the day, and are,
immediately, upon receipt, regardless
to whom directed, forwarded to the
Library for the fulfillment of the request.

Upon receipt in the Library, each
request is stamped with the date and
time received, and date and time com-
pleted. This record stamped on the
letter or telegram gives the information
on just how long the Library held up the
request in the process of compilation of
the desired information. A ‘'reference
statistical”” sheet is also kepi for each
inquiry. Each sheet contains the
history of the request from the time it
entered the Library—date and time re-
ceived and answered, firm and in-
dividual name, who asked for the in-
formation, subject of the inquiry and
just what was furnished—how many
books, pamphlets, clippings, photo-
graphs, etc. On the right hand corner is
noted the initials of the person who
wrote the reply. If the request has some
especially interesting feature, such as
some item of news value for the monthly
report, it is starred in the left hand
corner. These slips are kept for iwo
purposes —

1. As a protection {o the librarian.
If, by any chance, the correspondence
should be lost in the office, the whole
history of the inquiry will be found in the
Library.

2. These sheels will also be used as
a basis for the librarian's monthly report
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to the management. All the necessary
statistical information, such as circula-
tion, number of requests, ete., will be
readily available.

These sheets are arranged chronically
by results and kept for six months.
There seems to be no need, in our Li-
brary, to keep them longer. If the re-
quest is of a bibliographical nature, the
lihrarian handles the request. If of an
engineering nature, one of the engineers
receives the assembled portfolio to write
the letter. If the request covers health
of the worker, occupational diseases and
allied subjects, the request goes to the
staff physician. And so in the office
there are many specialists ready to co-
operate with the library staff and sup-
plement the library service by their
expert opinion. When an informational
letter has been dictated in the office a
carbon copy is sent to the library files
rather than to the central correspondence
files. The information embodied in a
letter, as you know, may he lar more
important and up-lo-date than any data
published in books, magazines and
pamphlets.

1 am going to give a lew samples of
diversified inquiries received recently in
out Library.

Inguiry:  “As natural pas s more and maele
replacing artificial gas in the sections of the
couniry where natutal gas is readily accessible,
we arc intcrested in learning if this change
increases the liability of accdents. We would
like to know if there are any statistics of the
number of accidents and of explosions that have
occurred to the consumers of natural gas as
compared to consumers of artificial gas and
if these records would he available to us. Also,
can you furnish us with {he names and per-
centage of the components of both gases,
together with their chemical and physical
properties, particularly those which render
them hazardous."

Answer: ‘“"Reference is made to your letter of
FFehruary 12, captioned ‘‘Hazards of Natural
and Artificial Gas." We are sending you a
copy of the report of the Committee of the
Accident Mevention Committee al the 1927
Convention of the American Gas Association,
This report includes statistics on accidents
caused by manufactured gas ancd by natwmal
gas.  On page 13, under the caption “How to
adjust gas hurners'" information is given as to
the appearance of the Aame when introduced
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into burners that have been using artificial
gas. On page 14, the necessity for proper
ventilation is emphasized. On page 2 of
Technical Paper 362 of the U. S Bureau of
Mines, appears the information you requested
regarding the components of natural gas. On
pages 38 and 39, in the book “'Qutline of Indus-
trial Chemistry, by Tholt, is given a complete
description of natural, coal and water gas,
which, I believe covers the information you have
requested . . . "

Inguiry: ""WIill you kindly send me the name
of the concern tha. manufactures guards for
water glasses for locomotives and locomotive
cranes?"

Answer: “lam giving you the names of several
companies that manufacture gauge glass guards.
You will find these companies listed on the at-
tached sheet and in order that you may save
time and trouble in getting in touch with them
I have taken the liberty of asking them to send
you descriptive literature and prices.”

Tunquiry: ‘'Please send me material for the
organization of a safety patrol in our school.”
Answer: '"We have a 100-page handhook on

the subject of Junior Safety Councils, including
safety patrols . . . This pamphlet contains the
most complete and up-to-date information that
is available. Il sells for 50 cents.”

Inquiry: “We have had several cases of
dermatitis which we helieve cdue to the use
of an accelerator known as trimene base. Have
you any report on this accelerator or have any
other users of this product reported difficulties
along this line?"

Answer:  “The answer necessitated a question-
naire to our members. The final portfolio of
replies consisted of some eight letters from firms
having the same prohlem,

Periodically it is essential that we take
an inventory of our reference work. We
should then ask ourselves such questions,
as the following:

1, Are the majority of members using the
Library?

2. Can we acdvertise our service in a more
aitractive and comprehensive fashion.

3. Can weincrease our output in less time?
Are there any shorl cuts which we can
take?

4, Can our lihrary resources be built up
along more definite lines? What, in
othet words, are our weak spots?

We next should inventory our actual
inquiries to obtain the trend of interests.
\We can arrange our reference slips, by
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company name, by individual name, by
type of industry and by subjects. We
can compare the currenl months circula-
tion and number of inquiries with the
corresponding months of the past five
years. This will show us whether we are
going. forward, or slipping backward.

Foreign Files in the
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With monthly analysis of the reference
work, and by an annual analysis we can
obtain an exact status of where we stand.
Such a taking of stock of our activities,
gives us a prospective and a yardstick
to use in the future.

Library of the U. S.

Bureau of Agricultural Economiecs
By Mary G. Lacy, Librarian

OR many years office files of manu-

script material relating lo agri-
culture in foreign countries have been
maintained in the U. S Department of
Agriculture. This material came chiefly
from the consular offices and much of it
was very valuable but very little of it
was utilized in such a way as to make it
immediately useful 1o those who could
profit by it. A few years ago the foreign
statistical work of the Department was
reorganized and greatly strengthened
and as one of the means to this end these
“foreign files'" were completely over-
hauled and a system worked out co-
operatively between the library of the
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, which
was given charge of the files, and the
Division of Statistical and Historical
Research of the same Bureau, which
became the chiefl user of them. The two
outstanding prerequisites in working out
a system were that this material should
reach the ultimate user within an hour
or so of its receipt and that it should have
been recorded and charged in such a
way that some knowledge of its contents
was available and its whereabouts
known.

This material covers acreage, pro-
duction and yield of crops grown in
foreign countries, crop and livestock
conditions at frequent intervals, statis-
tics of production and slaughter of live-
stock, co-operative markeling, possi-
bilities of export trade and many other
subjects of importance to the American
farmer.

A special messenger goes 1o the State
Department every afternoon and brings
back the consular reporis which have

come in that day. These are enlered,
prepared for circulation and charged to
individuals the first thing the next morn-
ing. The very heart o the system is the
knowledge of the assistant in charge as
to the subject matter with which the
men and women in the Division of
Statistical and Historical Research are
working. This changes from week to
week and even from day to day and
“eternal vigilance' is necessary to keep
informed of changes in assignment as
work is completed.

Unless the day's work is unusually
heavy the subjects are all assigned and
reporis are ready for distribution before
noon, sometimes much earlier. Those
reports destined for members of the
Division ol Statistical and Historical
Research and the Library are delivered
by our own messengers; those for other
divisions or bureaus by the regular mail
service of the department. The number
of reporls accessioned, varies w1der
The amount of labor 1equnred for a given
day's allolment of consular reports varies
as much as the number, although not
in the same ratio. Half a dozen reports
that have to be clipped can easily take
as much lime as 30 or 40 routine ones
that exactly fit the subject headings of
the fle and present no difficulties in
circulation.

Each report is assigned a subject
heading, which is stamped or written
on the upper right hand corner. In the
upper left hand corner are stamped the
name of the country reported on, and
the date. Beneath the date is placed
the circulation arranged to [it each re-
port. There are rubber stamps for nearly



April, 1929

all the countries from which a large
number of reports are received, for most
of the subject headings, and for those
persons or offices who receive any large
amount of material. The stamps save a
great deal of time, insure legibility, and
give a much nealer appearance to the
work.

Nearly every day reports are received
dealing with more than one subject.
There are two methods of treatment in
such cases. One is to cross index. The
other, and usually better way, is to clip
the various items, stamping on the first
page the subjects under which the re-
maining parts of the report are filed,
and at the bottom of each clipped sheet:
Original filed:—, placing the subject of
the first page in the place of the blank
given here. The latter method makes it
possible to send different parts of a long
report to several people at the same
time and also to save time in looking
up information in the files.

After all the reports have been given
a subject heading and the circulation
arranged, the mailing date of each is
underlined for convenience in filing.
Then each is stamped: “‘Return to
B. A, E. Library, Foreign Files, Room
303,” or, in addition: “Two day loan
limit For further use put your name
at the bottom of the list.” This helps a
good deal in keeping the reports moving.
Next the reports are arranged alpha-
betically by country and under each
country by date. Then all are listed on
letter size paper by country, date and
title. Under the title of each is typed the
order of the circulation, initials of the
individuals to whom it is sent being
used, and last of all the number as-
signed by the State Department. The
following is given ag an example:

Cuba 3-16-29 Export of Cuban vege-
tables to United States
during the first half of
March, 1929
LCW AGP F&V LCC

303549

When the first person on the list has
finished with the report, it is returned, a
line is drawn through his initials and
the report is again sent out.

When the entire list has been typed,
each report and its title in the list are
given the same accession number with a
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numbering machine, so that it is always
easy to locate a report on the list if the
number is known. The report mentioned
above, for instance, has the number
62371 at the left of the word Cuba
on the accessions sheet and also near the
upper right hand corner of the report
itself.  When a report has finished
circulating, it is stamped “File” and the
same stamp is placed beside the State
Department number on the margin
of the accession sheet. These accession
sheets are filed in a loose leaf binder for
permanent record and constant refer-
ence.

About 70,000 reports, mostly type-
written, are now filed in this unit.
About 7,500 consular reports were re-
ceived during the fiscal year 1927-28,
about 1,350 from U. S. Department of
Commerce, and more than 1,900 news-
paper clippings from our Agricultural
Commissioner in London, making a total
of 13,588 items of this type handled.
In addition, there are about 150 market
reports received currently, the most of
which are circulated, as also a rather
large number of paper-covered books
and pamphlets. Circulation of consular
and commerce reports and those from
our agents abroad for 1927-28 was, with-
in the bureau, 15,921, and without the
bureau, 3,692, making a total of almost
20,000.

As stated before, the determination of
the circulation is probably the most
important part of the work. On its ac-
curacy depends whether the material
reaches the proper person in time to be
of any use in getting out the various
publications of the department, in pre-
paring letters, addresses, and cables, and
in keeping the officc records up to date.

Visits are made to the different offices
and individuals to whom reports are
heing circulated Contacts thus made
resull in improvements i the circula-
tion, and a much better idea of the work
of the department gained than can be
acquired in any other way. Cards are
made for the persons and offices visited,
giving a statement of the type of reports

desired, together with the person's
office address, room and telephone
number. A bureau or office card gives

the type of material circulated with a
cross reference to the personal card,
which gives the contact. While this card
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index is constantly at one’s elbow, it is
necessary to know it practically by heart
in order to make any speed in getting out
reports. The circulation and therefore
the card index are constantly changing to
correspond with changes in assignment
of the varicus workers who study the
foreign situation. This adds to the
difficulty and also to the interest of the
work.

When the reports are returned from
circulation, they are placed in the
assorting drawer, which has guide cards
for subject only, thus automatically
sorting them by subject; later they are
sub-divided by country and filed, one
subject at a time. They are then avail-
able for research and comparison. The
file is divided by broad subject headings,
such as beverages, breadstuffs, hides
and skins, oils and oilseeds, vegetables,
wool. These files are arranged alpha-
betically around three sides of the room.
Under each subject the reports are ar-
ranged in folders by country, and, in
many cases, S0 many reports have been
received from one country for one
commodity that it has been necessary to
subdivide by date, or to place certain
series of reports in different folders.

Beginning in the fall of 1927 a special
index has been kept of some of the
more interesting reports, covering a
series of years, giving country, subject,
number, title, author, date and a
definite statement of the exact nature of
the information contained therein. Prac-
tically no tables have been listed for less
than five years’ figures, and, as a general
thing, only those commodities that
seemed to be of especial interest to the
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The
greater part of this information is on
acreage, vield, and production of the
various agricultural products, with a

April, 1929

number of cards on livestock. A few
reports have a certain amount of his-
torical text with a lengthy description
of some industry like tobacco in Sumatra
or coffee in Sao Paulo, some reports
being 100 pages or more in length. These
are manuscript’ reports, usually consu-
lar. This is the only attempt made in
this unit to index the material for refer-
ence.

During the past few months there has
been an unusual amount of research
work done here. Various organizations
have found these files a source of data
for presentation at the tariff hearings.
Other information required has included
material on fruit, nuts, oils, olives,
breadstuffs and crop conditions from
Italy, France, Spain, Tunis, Algeria, and
Morocco; agricultural wages in Italy
and several other countries; agricultural
labor in the Balkan states and Latin
America; cost of production of turnips
in Prince Edward Island; prices of
fertilizers in Germany; prices of Philip-
pine copra in London, 1924-28; land
values in Germany, England, and Bel-
gium,

The system which has been described
was worked out to meet a particular
need. It has been adapted and changed
to meet changes of conditions. It has
been from the beginning most fortunate
in the character and ability of the two
persons who have had the responsibility
of carrying it on—both of whom have
been eager to see the files made as useful
as possible in the work of the Depart-
ment and have brought a high degree of
mental alertness to the task. The
system was inaugurated under Miss
Jessie Ham, now in the Birmingham
Public Library, and is being carried on
and kept flexible and efficient by Miss
May Coult.

Nominating Committee Report

The nominating Committee, Howard L.
Stebbins, Chairman, submits the following list
of candidates as officers for the ensuing year"

President: William Alcott, Librarian, Bos-
ton Globe, Boston, Mass.

First Vice-President: Miss Florence Brad-
ley, Librarian, Metropolitan Life In-
surance Co.,, New York, N, Y.

Second Vice-President: Miss Margaret
Reynolds, First Wisconsin National
Bank, Milwaukee, Wis.

Secretary. Miss Marion Bowman, Librarian,
Old Colony Trust Co, Boston, Mass.

Treasurer: Miss Elizabeth O, Cullen, Ref-
erence Librarian, Bureau of Railway
Economics, Washington, D. C.

Members of the Board:

Angus Fletcher, Librarian, British Library
of Information, New York, N Y,

Arthur E. Bostwick, Librarian, Public
Library, St. Louis, Mo.
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What’s Wrong With Conventions ?

VERYONE should read in Nation's

Business for March the bright satire
on the modern conference by Seth Dun-
ham, under the title “] Khow What's
Wrong with Conventions.”” Mr. Dun-
ham, a graduate of the Indiana School
of Free Arm Movement Oratory, was a
reporter in the press gallery at Wash-
ington for many years and pays his
respects to conventions in an out-
spoken manner.

He states ‘“The outstanding difficulty
with most conventions is that they are
deadly dull. The reason [or this is per-
fectly aobvious: The people who plan
conventions usually forget that dele-
gates are just boys and girls away from
home on a holiday.” He continues:
“Entertainment is a thing apart at most
conventions, Usually, it 1s injected with
apologies, two hours after the audience
has passed out for lack of it. True, there
always is an appropriation for music,
paper hats and, possibly, roller chairs,
but that is not the type of entertainment
I mean. I refer to entertainment run-
ning through all addresses, comments
by the presiding officer, and the entire
routine part of the program. Do not
infer that I mean programs should be
made more frivolous. There is a vast
difference between frivolity and in-
formation served in attractive style.
One would be foolish to urge that more
space be given Swiss bell ringers and
musket jugglers but there is no reason
why every address should not be en-
tertaining."”

The writer comments upon the con-
tinued practice of securing speakers with
big names and pays his respects to the
speaker who overtalks his time. The
writer adds. ‘“The average speaker can
tell much more than he knows, or at
least more than will interest most people,
in twenty minutes. If he can't there is
something wrong with his grasp of the
subject. What most speakers do not
understand is that if they register one
thought in a single address they will do
very well, and that almost any thought
in a single address they will do very well,
and that almest any thought in the
world can be expressed in fifty words.”

Mr. Dunham humorously comments
upon the paid speaker who delivers
canned speeches and the methods of
preparing a speech on the part of the
average big executive. He gives this sug-
gestion: “The ideal plan for an un-
trained man to follow is to sit down with
a trained writer, or speaker, work out a
skeleton, have it cast into smooth form,
and then learn to discuss it offhand.
Memorizing it is a mistake. Few can
do it. But all can get the high points,
and, possibly with the aid of a card,
talk them. Ewven if a speaker must read
his piece, he always can have it well
prepared. He always can get a trained
man to help him.”

The writer warns against the use of
stories as illustrations as any story found
in print is old. On the question of pre-
pared addresses read by the author, Mr.
Dunham delivers a barrage. He con-
demns the presiding officer for leniency
with long-winded speakers and makes a
strong appeal for shorter and better
speeches. He states: ‘“‘Personally, I
should do away with all speeches of more
than ten minutes and have fewer and
better ones. My idea of an ideal con-
vention, and I firmly believe it is the
idea of most of those who attend con-
ventions, is to have as many persons
speak as possible. Several years ago, in
Washington, I ran a banquet and in-
stead of having Lwo or three speakers
harangue the crowd for half an hour
each, I let everyone present make a one
minute speech. It was a glorious suc-
cess, and I became convinced then that
the way to make people enjoy any gath-
ering is to give all of them an oppor-
tunity to be heard.”

He suggests the use of speakers
planted in various parts of the hall as an
inducement to floor discussion. He cites
the experience of political conventions
and the clever way in which the con-
vention routine is handled, even includ-
ing the well planned applause and
stimulated excitement.

After a shot at the standardized ban-
quet, Mr. Dunham strongly attacks the
literature output from the average con-
vention. He suggests that instead of
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handing out the complete texts of
speeches delivered at the convention, a
careful summary be prepared and placed
in a booklet of twenty-four pages for
distribution after the close of the con-
vention. Mr. Dunham from his own
experience states that by using this
method he was able to summarize every
speech in an introduction of less than one
hundred words, and in addition put the
most important excerpts from each
speech in from ffty to four hundred
words. The proceedings of the entirce
convention, covering thirty speeches,
were summaiized in approximately seven
thousand words.
He summarizes his ideas, as follows:
""Book only speakers who know the
subject in which delegates are interested.
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Compel speakers to prepare their
talks well in advance, after consultation
with convention officials.

Prohibit the reading of papers in so
{ar as possible. _

Limit speakers to twenty minutes
and stop them at the end of that time.,

Try feeding delegates instead of
banqueting them.

Get as many different individuals
to participate in your programs as
possible.

IFind something new for the women
to do. _ '

Summarize your high points in a
brief booklet and deliver it to the dele-
gate at home so he may get a cross
section of your convention in the cool of
the evening when his feet are not tired.”

The Central Research Library of the

Maryland Casualty Company”
By Laura A. Woodward, Librarian

HE Central Research Library, as

it is known to the personnel of the
Maryland Casualty Company, was organ-
ized on April 12, 1926. The remarkable
progress made since its inception date is
most gratifying. With the limited a-
mount of space at present allotted to the
library it has been necessary to choose
most carefully the material for itsshelves.
Information relative to every branch of
insurance the Company writes has heen
accumulated and numerous refercnce
books, books on advertising, economics,
psychology, business correspondence and
technology have been purchased. The
library aims to be ready at a moment’s
notice to supply facts, figures and any
specific information needed by an ex-
ecutive, department manager or 1epre-
sentative of the Company.

At the present time approximately
5,500 books and pamphlets are on file
and some 2,000 odd clippings The
average monthly circulation of books
and pamphlets is 450. This does not take
into consideration the large number of
readers who use the relerence books in
the lHbrary or the numerous inquiries
and incidental services.

Another service rendered is the routing
of over one hundred magazines, all of
which are looked over by the librarian
for the purpose of calling to the atten-
tion of those interested any new de-
velopment or thought along the lines
in which each isinterested.

Needless to say, the library staff works
very closely with the research section of
the [Fngineering and Rating Division
which renders service to assured both
in accident prevention work and puzzling
problems such as the increase in pro-
duction and the obtaining of material
and cquipment which may be useful on
plant processes and operation. Every co-
operation possible is extended 1o the
students of the FHome Office training
school who are eager (o learn more about
the Company's business and the forms
of coverages written

The library publishes bi-monthly a
bulletin called “The Library Scope,"
which is distributed to all employees
of the company. It contains messages
of interest, an occasional book review
and the additions to the library. Those
interested may obtain copies from the
librarian, Laura A. Woodward.

*The Faebruary jssue of Special Libraries presented on the front cover a view of the Library ol the Maryland Casually

Company.
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Some Unusual Sources of Knowledge
in Washington

By Elizabeth O. Cullen, Reference Librarian, Bureau of Railway Economics

NOWLEDGE sources in Washington

before and after libraries are those per-
sons and places from whom or from which
arc obtained the results of compilation, acci-
dental discoveries, or careful research that
are too new or too incomplete to have been
made available in any form that librariang
can get hold of.

They are even more scattered than the
libraries so that visitors proposing to go the
rounds “for to admire and to sece” are wise
to plan their journey in easy stages arranged
with regard to Washington geography so that
speed without haste can be made and much
of the unique atmosphere and beauty of the
city imbibed in progress.

Otherwise exhaustion is inevitable, More
than one person has arrived confident of per-
forming the improbable like “doing” the De-
partment of Agriculture which is housed in
forty-odd buildings with experimental sta-
tions in adjoining sections of Maryland, Vir-
ginia, in a single day, only to wind up the
day so worn out that the next two are spent
in bed,—the best possible way to waste time
in Washington.

As for a general starting place, why not
the Capitol? It is the most prominent item
on the maps, and although time and real
estate developments have caused a rcarrange-
ment of L'Enfant’s plan to have the Capitol
the center of the city, it remains the logical
point of departure for expeditions in scarch
of unusual sources of knowledge.

It is unusual enough in itself to repay
hours of exploration of the building and the
grounds, “Art and Artists in the Capital”
published by the United States Government
Printing Office points out many things that

most visitors nuss and the appropriate place
to begin reading i1t as well as to mark one’s
pet map is on the stone bench shaded by the
Woashington Elm in the east plaza grounds.

There is usually parking space in the east
plaza, too, and it is convenient to a number
of street-car lines connecting with all por-
tions of the city. East, South, West, North,—
it is a matter of personal choice as to which
way one goes first, and afterwards.

Stage 1, however, can well be the south-
east section, the land boundaries of which are
East Capitol Street from the Capitol to the
Eastern Branch, South Capitol from the
Capitol to the Anacostia River and which is
entered via East Capitol Street with half a
glance at the Library of Congress to see
what trecs and shrubs in the grounds are in
bloom and a whole glance across the street
at wistaria to the third story of an old house
and clear to the top of a huge old tree in the
front yard. The trees arching over the street
for blocks and Lincoln Park with its tiny
formal garden, its statue of Lincoln freeing
the slaves, and some of the largest trees in
Washington blocking the way at 1lth
street will mterest city planters and garden-
ers on a small scale. Sociclogists may want
to visit the jail at 20th and B Streets, and
Gallinger Hospital, the city hospital at 20th
and D Streets. Historians will stop off at
Congressional Cemetery on E, hetween 17th
and 20th, while at 17th, Potomac Avenue
leading to the Navy Yatd on M between 4th
and 9th Strcets, provides a direct route.

Providence Hospital with its interesting
conncction with the history of Washington
and its i1chabilitation and social service work
will interest some and is at 2nd and B Streets,
SE. A return to the Capitol Grounds can
be made up 2nd Street to B and west on B
via the House Office Building between lst
and New Jersey Aventies to the present
quartels of the Coast and Geodetic Survey
where persons interested in maps can collect
a number they hadn't known were in exist-
ence bhefore,

Maps and map collecting are excellent rea-
sons to make the first trip in Stage 2, the
Southwest section, the land boundaries of
which are South Capitol Street on the east
and the Mall on the north. The first trip is
down to the Engineer Reproduction Plant.
General dircctions may read “Go to the foot
of 414 Sireet by motor or strect car (marked
Wharves) and ask the sentry at the gate of
the Engineer Barracks which building.” Here
are land maps galore obtainable at small
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prices, Beyond, on the pomt is the Army War
College.

Rather than return to the Capatol for the
second tirip mn Stage 2 one can proceed via
motot or street car to 7th Strect and north
on 7th Street to 7th and B Streets, S.W. Onec
block cast on I, at Gth, 1s the Bureau of
Fisheries to which persons mnterested in fish,
decorative, commercial and sporting, arrive
sooncr o1 later to ask questions, view speci-
mens, and collect data At 7th and B there is
the Army lledical Museum with its grue-
some exhibits, and a little farther west 15 the
old Museum Building, In it the most popu-
lar eahibit is Lindbergh's plane, “The Spirit
of 5t. Lows " Others of wide attraction and
somne amuscement are the clothes of the vari-
ous fashion periods of the Republic exempli-
fied in the gowns of the First Ladies, shown
on figures, while ncarby in cases are other
famous and handsome gowns and an exhibit
of ladies' hats and men’s uniforms worth go-
ing mules to see, as are also the laces, em-
broidernies, and the transportation exhibit of
old vchicles, motor and horse-drawn, and old
locomotives, Actoss a drive looms the brown,
turietted Smithsonian Building, and a squat,
ugly temporary building housing aircraft In
the muddle of the lawn between 1s a hand-
some tree under the heavy foliage of which
on one rainy afterncon a grubby small boy
sat, completely ahsorbed m a huge book, and
apparently compleicly protected fiom the
weather.

The Smithsonian and 1ts western neighbor,
the Freer Gallery will fascinate many visitors,
while west from the Gallery are some of the
numerous buildings of the Department of
Agriculture. Those having landscape and
garden problems might pause at the formal
garden in front of the old red brick Depart-
mental Building which is famous for pansies,
before entering the Bieber Building at 14th
and B and consulting the guard on the loca-
tion of the offices and bureaus one would like
to visit. A block south on 14th Street is the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Beyond
lies a bridge leading to Potomac Park and
the public motor camp which is a model of
its kind, beyond the Tidal Basin noted in the
spring for the bloom of the pink Japancse
Cherry blossoms which have been photo-
graphed and reproduced from every possible
angle.

Potomac Park is probably the loveliest and
one of the most extensive and complete public
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playgioundsintheworld. Built up from the mud
flats of the Potomac by the Army Fngincers
it is truly a revelation of what can be de-
veloped from nothing much attacked by wdeas.
Here are walks, tenms courts, fields for hase-
ball in sununer and football in winter, for
soccer and cricket, two polo fields where all
that has to bhe done is to go down to them
on game days to see some splendid playing,
two golf courses, miles of hridle paths along
which ride distinguished hotsemen and horse-
women on the finest of saddle haises, odd but
happy youngsters on ponies, and now and
then solemn and somewhat self-conscious
small colored boys on very laige draft horses
more accustomed to the hard strects than the
springy paths and not quite knowmng what it
is all about There is a tca-house at Hain's
Point from the lawn of which the aircraft at
the Naval Air Station and at Bolling Field
can be watched Therce 1s a rosc garden just
across from the entrance to the public motor
camp, while the rnver diive 15 made more
beautiful by sticcessions of seasonable lowers
and plants. Ou the west side, along the river
is the statue of Ericsson, and just heyond the
Arlington Memorial Dridge is under cou-
struction that will connecet the Lincoln Memo-
rial with Arlington by a direct route On the
hills across the river lics Arlington. Natur-
ally Potomac Park is a mecca for persons
who just want to enjoy Lthemselves, who are
engaged in planming public and private parks
and recreation grounds, in making gardens,
but for details, prohlems, what to do and what
to avoid in developing similar areas, one must
wait until the journey through Stage 3, the
Northwest scction,

The Northwest scction, Stage 3, covers
an cxtent of territory and contains so many
“not to be mussed” that it can very well be
divided inlo at lcast six trips If one's hotel
or stopping place is somewhere near 17th and
H Streets, N W, the first trip could conveni-
ently include the pomts of interest near there.
Seventcenth and H s better known generally
as a traffic center than a rescarch center and
yet within a few blocks there are to be found
the following: the Barr Building on 17th be-
tween H and T, the directory of wlich gives
the location of such rescarch and cducational
associations as the Masonic Service Associa-
tion of United States Catacorncred across
the street at 17th and T 1s the Hill Building
where one may stop {o sece how the Diction-
ary of American Biogiaphy is coming along.
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Around the corner on 1 Street is the club
house of the American \ssociation of Uni-
verstty YWomen in which are the offices of
the lixccurive Sceretary and the Educational
Secretary, Down 17(h Street at the corner of
H is the Transportation Building containing
the offices of the Amercan Railway Associa-
tion, the \ssociation of Rajhvay Excecutives,
the Burean of Ralway Keonomies, numerots
indnudnal  radlrowds, the  National Lumber
Manufacturers' Association and other organ-
izations where kmowledee that is both un-
usual and in process ol chscovery may be
obtained

One block south at 17th and Pennsylvama
Avenue is the Court of Claims while out the
lettered  streets 1 and T other offices are
located including the Natwmal Canners’ As-
sociation offices and laboratory on H near
1Rth.

On 18th between H and 1 38 the Ifederal
Reserve Board, and at 18th and Pennsylvania
Avenue is the Interstate Commeice Comtnis~
sion whose Scction of ludices and wvarious
Burcaus hold so much data of importance in
transportation history that 1s scarccly known
that sometimes one wonders why, Tf one has
v special conunadity of interest take Straw-
berries, ask the Scction of Tndices for ten
mportant decisions of the (ommission re-
lating to rates and transport for this delect-
able former luxury, and the Bureau of Statis-
tics for their most stiiking statistics, then
read the decisions and study the statistics,
How much recent and absorhing ecotiomic
and social history that onc has missed will
soon be appdarent,

Down 17th Street gomng south are the
Corcoran Gallery of Art, the DBureau of
Mines, the Bureau of FEfficiency, the Red
Cross, Memoral Continental Hall of the
Daughters of the American Revolution with
Constitution Hall being completed just back
of it, and the Pan-American Union Buildmg

West along B Street at the farther border
of the Pan-American Union grounds are the
Navy and Munitions Buildings housing the
Navy and War Departmeunts, along with the
Isthmian Canal Commission and the National
Capital Park and Planning Commission men-
tioned earlier which has heen so cffective a
force in the beautification of the capital.

The Headquarters of the National Academy
of Sciences is at 21st and B, where one can
not only have explamed the latest develop-
ments in scientific research but actually work
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some compheated mstiuments oneself Mo-
ceedmg north on 2lst Street to New York
Avenue and makimy a nght tunn one comes
upon the Washington  Auditmium  Detiveen
19th and 20th, and the huge intenor Depart-
ment Building across Rawlns Square on R
Street hetween 19th and 18th, which fortun-
ately for easual visitors has esliubits in the
corridors fiom which an excellent intioduc-
tory tdea of what the Department accomplishes
may be oliamed,

So iy the Octazon House at 18th and IZ,
famous m the social annals of Washington
and now the headguatters of the American
[mstitute of Architests. FEmaigency Hospital
is farther on along New Yok Avenue and
then one 1s hack at 17th Street agam, and may
proceed noith for a couple of blocks 1o the
headqguarters of the American Automobile
Assoviation if for ne other reason than to
study the collection of heense tags to sce
what one does o1 dues not want to urge in
onc's home state and cuity for next year's
licenses A well-equipped 1esearch  depat-
mernt has readily available all sorts of statis-
tics regarding niotor proygicss, soutrces of ac-
cidents, and subjects not usually thought of
in connection with the extension of highway
transport for pleasurc and for commercial
uses

Whether trip 2 to the Department of Com-
merce at 19th and Pennsylvara Avenue, then
on to the Weather Bureau at 24th and M,
and the Volta Bureau at 35th and Volta Dlace
returmng through Georgetown for glimpses
of the fine old houses like Tudor Place at
31st and N, Evermay ucairby, Bellevue, the
Carroll Place now owned by the Colonial
Dames, via the Q Street Bridge with its bison
to Massachusetts Avenue with its handsome
homes, many of them embassies and lega-
tions, to Dupont Circle, commences at the
end of trip 1| or waits until the next day,
depends somewhat on the time an explorer
starts out tn the mornmg, and to soine cx-
tent upon the relative powers of endurance.

Trip 2B may be a visit to the Naval Qb-
servatory reached via Wisconsin Avenue, on
Thursday night, after the requisite permis-
sion has been secured.

Trip 3 of Stage 3, the Northwest section
can well be a thoroughgoing investigation of
the unusual things to be learncd and scen
at the Bureau of Standards, A stop-off at the
Zoo 15 recommended to balance the concen-
tration on scientific research, particularly
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since sociologists, child specialists, and psy-
chologists have been making special journeys
to the Zoo to see N'gi, the baby gorilla, one
of the few in captivity, and a completely in-
teresting animal, The Zoo can be studied, too,
for its constructional and engincering features
though one will be interrupted by a scolding
from the peacocks in the midst of il.

Circular No. 24 of the Bureau of Standards
with its supplements constitute a descriptive
hist of the publications of the Bureau. There
is hardly a shorter way to obtain an idea of
the extent and diversity of the researches
carried on there than by consulting the in-
dexes to them, and in this way an apprecia-
tion of what unusual sources of knowledge
are there.

“Aberration equations” may not be of mo-
ment, nor “Absorbency of paper towels” but
"Acoustics” might be, as well as “Artichoke,
Jerusalem, levulose from,” “Ballast for air-
ships,” “Bleached cotton pillowslips,” “Build-
ings, wind pressures on” down to “Zirconium
arc and spark spectra” A form of mental
diversion not often indulged in is thinking
up somcthing that the Bureau of Standards
staff has not studied.

A car line on Connecticut Avenue in front
of the Burcau leads directly back to the
Capitol and if there is time one might visit
Statuary Hall to see how many scientists are
represented there in marble and bronze.

After the outlying districts in the trips just
mentioned, one—the 4th in the Northwest
Section—relatively near the Capito! is in
order. The boundaries to be marked on the
map are North Capitol Street to H, west on
H to 4th, south on 4th to Judiciary Square
where the old Pension Office Building now
houses the General Accounting Office under
the Comptroller General of the United States,
and the city hall or “Courthouse” as Wash-
ingtonians call it share a stately park with
a statue of General San Martin, the South
Amierican liberator, the Court of Appeals, and
numerous fat and frisky squirrels and
pigeons.

Perhaps more intercsting to knowledge
seekers, however, on this trip, is the United
States Government Printing Office at North
Capitol and H Streets. Known for its extra-
ordinary output of government publications
from simple bulletins to volumes notable for
typography, it can also be studied for the
filing and record system developed in the
Office of the Superintendent of Documents,
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for the heroic use of such space as it has—
an annex soon to bec completed will help the
space situation somewhat, its facilities for
employees’ recreation and convenience that
comprise a roof garden from which there is
one of the views of Washington, Harding Hall
with a stage and floor that can be danced
upon, a cafeteria, and the labor-saving
equipment that makes it possible to pack and
mail the thousands of publications dispatchad
daily The highly curious are restrained from
putting themselves down the mail chiute to
see how they will turn up in the City Post
Office, catacornered across the street at
North Capitol and G.

The really indefatigable may proceed out
North Capitol Street by street car, motor, or
feet to Macmillan Park and the city Filtra-
tion Plant which seemns to be a park orna-
mented with reproductions of the so-called
Viking round tower at Newport, but 1s really
the place where water for city use is filtered
for safety.

Beyond it is the Soldiers’ Home with its
farm and its buildings housing old soldiers,
Permission secured from the Farm Superin-
tendent’s office enables one to obtain data on
one of the finest small farms in the country
with its celebrated herd of Holsteins and its
flocks of Leghorn chickens.

Be sure to pause at Capitol Vista (near
the poultry hotises) for the glimpses of the
Capztol, and if driving a car, persuade some-
one else to do it going south on North Capi-
tol Street so that one can look peacefully at
the dome,

The 5th trip of Stege 3 may be to the
Geophysical Laboratory at 2801 Upton Street,
N.W,, reached via Connecticut Avenue, the
Department of Terrestrial Magnelism at 36th
and Broad Branch Road farther out, return-
ing to the main offices of the Carnegie Insti-
tution of Washington on 16th and P.

The 6th trip should comprise a leisurely
progress down 16th street stopping in the un-
usual sources of knowledge at the various
corners. The Scottish Rite Temple at 1733
16th Street 1s remarkable for its beauty and
grandeur—and one may geologize to a limited
extent by examining its limestone walls.

The National Education Association at 1201
will be of particular interest for its resecarches
and for thc section of a huge California red-
wood exhibited in front of the building. Not
far from 16th and H is the Veterans’ Bureau
at H and Vermont Avenue, and the Chamber
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of Commerce of the United States at H and
Connecticut Avenue. Across Jackson Square
from the latter are the Brookings Institution
conducting specialized rescarches in eco-
nomics and government at 26 Jackson Place,
and the Carnegic Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace at 2 Jackson Place, remarkable
for its researches in international law and
relations.

Across the sircet is the State, War and
Navy Building In il the Chief Geographer's
office is located where exact information as
to when some little town with a hard name
Lo pronounce belonged to X or Y nation, and
other involved points 1n geography are
worked out. Pleasant watchmen in this vast
bwilding assist the lost to find themsclves
and what they want whether it is Adjutant-
General’s office for war records or a pass-
port. The green cars marked 17th and Penn-
sylvania Avenue at the car stop wn front of
the building will return one Lo the Capitol

Now we come to Stage 4—the last, the
Northeast Section. Union Station, the Senate
Office Building, the Columbia Institution for
the Deaf—or Gallaudet, the oldest house in
Woashington at 2nd and B Strcets, N.E., these
are the present important unusual sources of
knowledge.
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The reproduction of the “Best Friend of
Charleston” and its cars are on exhibjt at
Unjon Station Concourse, It was the frst
locomotive built for actual service in the
United States nearly a hundred vears ago
The Senate Office Building and Gallaudet are
of somewhat specialized interest

Change will soon affect this section. The
oldest house 11 Washmgton is to become the
headquarters of the National Women's Party
The houses in the squarcs between lst :mll
2nd, East Capitol and Marsland Avenue arc
to be torn down to make way for a bulding
for the Supreme Court of the United States.

And so it goes Washington is a charm-
mg city, stormed every year and almost every
day by hundreds of persons hunting for
things. Some find them. Others fail Those
who find do so mainly through strolling
around observing and asking questions. In
this article only suggestions as to what can
be found can be given, Theic are so many
things that have to be left out.

But those who will take the time to ex-
plore will be more than repaid. They will dis-
cover not only what they look for hut many
things of whose existence they had not
dreamed. The witch city on the Potomac re-
wards effort-—and takes her own ways of
conferring rewards,

National Association of State Libraries

Headquarters, Hotel Washington
Monday, May 13th, 2 P. M.
Address of Welcome—Dr. H H. B Meyer,
Diicctor, Legislative Refeience Service, Li-

brary of Cungress, Washington, D. C.

Address—Frederic A Godcharles, Director,
State Library and Muscum, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.

Repoit, Secretary-Treasuier—AMiss Irma A
Walts, Pennsylvania Legislative Reference
Buicau, Harrishurg, Pa.

Tuesday, May 14th, 2 P. M.

“Legislative Reference,” by Louis J. Railey,
Director, Indiana State Library, Indian-
apolis, Ind

“Department of Archives,” by Miss Georgia
Oshorne, Illinois Historical Society, Spring-
field, IIL

“Uniform organization for State Library ac-
tivities,” by Miss Harriel M. Skogh, State
Library, Springfield, Til.

Tuesday Evening, 7:30 P. M.

Joint meeting with the Special Libraries As-
sociation and the American Law Library
Association. See program elsewhere in this
issue.

Wednesday, May 15th, 2 P. M.
“Uniform system of State Document Ex-
changes,” by H. ]. Conant, Libranan, Ve:-
mont State Library, Montpelier, Vt.
"State Author Collection,” by {rs. Ella May
Thornton, State Library, Atlanta, Georgia.
“\emhership in the National Association of
State libraries,” by Mrs., Clare Aushermann,
Librarian, State Library, Cheyenne, Wyom-
ing.

Business Meeling: Reports of committees;
Election of officers.

Note—FEach address on  Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon will be followed by
a round table discussion.
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1909 - Special Libraries Association - 1929

Executive Board

PRrEsIDENT—Francis E. Cady, Research Laboratory, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

1sT VICE-PrESIDENT—Ethel Cleland, Business Branch Indianapolis Public Library, Indianapolis,

Ind.

2ZND VICE-PRESIDENT—Angus Fletcher, British Library of Information, New York City.
SecrETARY—Rose L. Vormelker, Business Research Librarian, Cleveland Public Library, Cleve-

land, Ohio.

TreastrRER—Elizabeth Baxter, Haskins and Sells, New York City.

Boawp MruBers—Elizabeth O. Cullen, Bureau of Railway Economics, Washington, D. C
Joseph Kwapil, Public Ledger, Philadelphia, Pa.

General Office

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY—Mrs. Mary H. Brigham, 11 Nisbet Street, Providence, R. I.
Phone, Plantations 0798

The Locale of the Convention

To all who register at the convention head-
quarters we present a map showing the central
portion of Washington with the important
Government buildings and non-Government
buildings numbered on the map

Washington 1s called “the city of magnifi-
cent distances” and the map in its condensed
form scarccly indicates the breadth and
range of the city.

The activitics of the library associations will
cenler about the area in the vicimity of the
‘White House. Here arce located a group of
prominent buildings, including the Treasury
Department, the State, War and Navy Build-
ing, the Interior Department and the Labor
Department; also a group of important non-
Government buildings, such as the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States, and on
17th Street in a southerly direction facing
the Exccutive Grounds, the Corcoran Art
Galelhy, Red Cross Building, Continental Hall
of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, and the Pan-American Union,

Tn this scction also are the principal hotels,
including the Carlion, Mayflower, Powhatan,
Washington and Willard On adjacent streets
are the quarters occupied by the Burcau of
Railway Economics, Carnegic Endowment
for International Peace, Institule of Econom-
ics and the National Geographic Society.

At the opposite end of [amed Pennsylvania
Avenue stands the Capitol surrounded by the
Senate Office Building, House Office Build-
ing and the Library of Congress. North from
the Capitol over Delaware Avenuc are the

Union Station, the Government Printing
Office and the Post Office, and at the inter-
section of New York and Massachusetts
Avenue on the axis of the Union Station and
the Treasury may be found the District of
Columbia Public Library.

In the area between the Capitol and the
Washington Monument is a fine group of
gardens and public buildings facing the Mall.
This group includes the Botanical Gardens,
Union Square with the Grant and Meade
Memorials, the Smithsonian Institution
group, including the National Museum, and
the Freer Art Gallery, Agricultural Build-
ings, beyond the Washington Monunient,
and in the extreme disiance at the end of
the axis the Lincoln Memorial

To the south of this area facing the Tidal
Reservoir is the Burcau of Engraving and
Printing To visualize what is planned for
the future, one should read Major Carey H.
Brown's article in SPECJAL LIBRARIES
for May-June, 1928, entitled “Washington of
Tomorrow,” and study the map which is used
as a center page spread in that issue,

There are a few other buildings which are
not indicated on the map, such as the Patent
Office and the Old Pension Bulding, both lo-
cated on G Street

The leading theatres are on Lafayette
Square, Pennsylvania Avenue and 14th Street,
all convenient to the headquariers hotels.
There are numcrous restaurants and cafes in
the immediate vicinity, a list of which may he
obtained at the Registration Desk.
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Washington, D. C., May 13, 14, 15, 1929

Conference Officers

ANNIVERSARY DINNER—Elizabeth Wray, Ch, U. 5. Rubber Co, New Yoik City

HeanguartERs—Mrs, Mary H Brigham, Executive Secretary, Providence, R, I

HosprraLity—Rebecca B. Ranlan, Ch,, Municipal Reference Library, New York City.
Florence Bradley, Vice Ch., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.

Locar Comumriiee—Elsie Rackstraw, Ch., Federal Reserve Bank, Washington, D C

ProcRaAM—Elcanor 8 Cavanaugh, Ch., Standard Statistics Co.,, New York City.

TrANSPORTATION—Herbert O Brigham, Ch,, State Library, Providence, R I

S L A. headquarters will be at the Hotel
Mayflower, Connecticut Avenue and L Street,
near 17th Stiecet. The headquarters of the
A. L A will he at the Washington Auditori-
um, New York Avenue E. and 19th Streets.
The shortest route lLetween the twe head
quatters would be over L Street to 18th
Street, then seven blocks to New Yoark
Avenue—~thence, one block west to the Audi-
torsum. Theie will be a group ol exhibitls un-
der the auspices of the A, T.. A. at the Wash-
ington Auditorium. The 1egistration desk for
the A. L. A, will also be at that location.

TFull details concerning convention rates,
identification certificates, also travel plans
for the two New England parties and the
Chicago and 'estern party were given in
AMarch issuc of SPECIAL LIBRARIES

TRAVEL

The first New England party on arrival at
Jersey City will join New York group leaving
on Sunday morning.

In order to be present at the first session
of the Convention on Monday moining, New
York membeis will have to leave not later
than Sunday night. The followmng ae trains
on Sunday by the Baltimore & Ohio, R, R

Eastern Stundard Time

Sundey, Muay 12th, 1929
Bus Terminal

42nd Slreet Jersey Chty Washington
740 a, m. 8:27 a. m. 127 p m.
12:30 p m 1.30 p. m, 6:19 p, m
120 p m 2:20 p m, 7:20 p. m.
4.05 p. m, 4+58 p, m. 9:50 p. nm.

There is also a night train leaving Jerscy
City at 1:12 a. m Monday morning (slcepers
ready at 9:30 p m.), for which busses leave
at 9.25 p m, 1030 p. m, 11:30 p. m, and
12.25 p. m This arrives at Washington at
725 Monday moinmg

The first Faslern party 15 leaving by the
8:27 a. m, Sunday morning, the second

Eastern party by the samc train on Monday
moining,

In order to obtain the reduced fare ($1221
for round trip), please secure your certifi-
cales fiom Miss Rose Veormelker, Business
Research Librarian, Cleveland Pullic Library,
Cleveland, Ohio, (or from A L A head-
quarters if you are n member). Tickets are
on sale from May 9th to 15th, inclusive, avail-
able for retwin Gll May 24th. Fare includes
bus journey in New York Time of departure
of Baltimore & Ohio busses yiven above is
from the terminal opposite Grand Cential
42nd Street, but husses may also be boarded
at the Hotel McAlpin, Hotel Pennsylvania,
and Wanamakers Ask Ashland 4401 for time
schedule.

In order to provide suffictent accommo-
dation, please notify the Baltimore & OQhio,
122 East 42nd Strcet, New Yok (Ashland
4401), and ask for Mr. Adams State which
train you desire to travel upon and whether
you wish to join any of the travel parties.

Philadelphia members may jom the travel
parties hy taking trains leaving Chestnut
Street Station, Baltimore & Ohio, at 10 27
a,om, 3:23, 4:19, 8.24 p. m. on Sunday; 10:27
a m on Monday Special cars may be avail-
able dependent upon number of applicants,

Mr. Faxon, 89 Francis St, Boston, Mz,
Adams at New York or Mr, Biigham at Provi-
dence, would be glad to furnish travel infor-
mation.

Please remember that if sufficient number
apply, delegates will be furnished with special
cars, Pullman coach type, from Jersey City to
Washington.
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Library Meetings

The advance anunouncements printed in the
March bulletin of (he American Library As-
sociation present Lentiatiy e programs for thirty-
two sections, groups and affiliated organiza-
tions. The tneetings of these various bodies
will be of interest and value to the members
of S. L. A, The Business Libraries section will
hold one session, the Public Documents round
table, onc session, the National Associetion of
Stale Liabiaries, three secssions. The Amern-
can Assecuation of Law Libyaries will hold
five sessions, the League of ‘Library Com-
missions, two scssions and the Bibliographical
Society of America, two sessions with the
topic: Pan-American Relations.

The College and Reference section will hold
three sessions discussing uses of Alaps, the
Union Catalog, Public Library References
Problems and other topics. The committee en-
titled Library Co-operation <with Hispanic
Peoples will hold a session under the lecader-
ship of Dr. L, S. Rowe, Director General of
the Pan-American Union. .\ Publicity round
table is planned with a period devoted to criti-
cal publcity analysis, by Professor Lcon
Whipple of the School of Journalism, and a
discussion of publicity high spots of the year.

Radio Broadcasting hecomes the subject of a
round table.Theologicel libraries will convene
at the National Cathedral Library, as the gucst

of Canon Fleicher of the Cathedral, There
will he a Periodical round table in two sessions,
mcluding an interesting cdiscussion on Region-
al Grouping of Librartes for Purchase of
Peniodicals by Carl L. Cannon of the New
York Public Library, also an Art Reference
round table with discussions on Music in the
Public Library, Reference Work in the Fine
Arts and Co-operation between the Library
and the Muscum

Agriculinral Libraries will have a scssion
with the topic: Relation of Agricultmal Li-
braries to the Federal Department of Agri-
culture. Hospital Librarians will gather at the
Walier Reed General Flospital for an informal
meetmg with an addiess by Surgeon-General
Ireland. The Committee on Fisual Methods
under the title Fisual Aids and the Library,
will discuss motion piciure problems, and other
meetings will consider TFork with the Blind
and If'ork «with the Foreign Born,

There will also be round tables {or Libramy
Buildings, Order and Book Selection, Small
Libraries and University Library Extension
Service, also the usual section meetings de-
voted to Catalog, County Librarics, Lending,
Professional  Training, Schoel! Libraries,
Training Classes and [ rustees. To complete
the list the American Libravy Institute will
hold one open and onc closed session.

Convention Notes

We suggest that eyeryone who can, arrange
their travel plans so as to arrive Sunday even-
ing or surely by Alonday morning prior to
the opening session

#* k&

Wasghington is at its best in May, and we
have the assurance of Mr George F. Bower-
man, chairman of the A, L .\ local com-
mittee, that we shall kave mild sprimg weather

L

Headgoarters will be maintained at  the
MayQower Hotel during the period of the
conference Please rvegister immedhately afte
arriving m order that yow friends will know
that you arc at the conference Watch the
bulletin hoards for imporlant announcements

Meetings as m previous years will begin
promptly at the hour scheduled and as a gen-
cral rule will not exceed two hows in Iength.
Meeting places for Groups will be posted on
hulletin hoard

% %

It is anticipaied that the amplane {irips
which were so successiul last year will be re-
peated n substantially the same form this
year [ull details may be obtamed by inquiry
at headguarters or by consulung the bhulletin
hoard

* 4k

Following the praclice estabhshed i 1928,
formal reports from comumittees, local associa-

tons and proups will he distributed at the
SUSSIONS

PR,
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Breakiast Conferences inaugurated last
year will again be conducted by the Newspaper
Group The Civic-Social Group also plan a
breakfast confeience on Tuesday morning.

* ko

The hospilality commitlce will be in the
capable hands of Aliss Rebecca B. Rankin, as
chairman, and Miss Florence Bradley, as vice-
chairman. We understand they are making
plans so that everyone will enjoy the confer-
ence. Those who are attending their first con-
ference should make (hemselves known to
either Miss Rankin or Miss Bradley.

. R

The Twentieth Annnersary Dinner on
Wednesday evening al the National Press
Cluh will he the last formal event of the con-
ference. It is hoped that the mne [ormer
Presidents of S, L A will be able to he pres-
ent at this dintter

Complete membership files will he available
at headquartets, and the Exccutive Secretary
would be glad to consult with anyone who de-
sires to adjyust dues, correct mailing address
or place orders for publications

L N

While the couference officially closes on
Wednesday ciening al the completion of the
20th anniversary dinner, the Commeicial-
Technical Group will hold a session on Thurs-
day mornmg Everyone who has an opportuni-
ty should remain in Washington for the re-
mainder of the week 1 vider to attend the
interesling sessions of the A, L. A. and
afliliated socictics.

[

Although it is not planned to have a formal
lihrary exhibit of 8. L. A. at the Washington
confeience, Miss Alma C. Mitchill, Chairman
of the Exhibits Committee, has suggested that
librarians isswing special hulletins, lists or
other publicity methods suitable for display,
should bring them to the confercnce wheie
they can he exhibited at S, L. A hcadquarters.
Further particulars can be obtained from Miss
NMitchill, Room 4251, 80 Paik Place, Newaik,
N L
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The Program Committee desires to place
on record their deep indebtedness to Mliss
Anna G. Cross of the Department of Com-
merce Libraiy, who was extremely helpful in
her assistance Lo the committee We should
also add that Miss Mary A Lacy, Miss Elsie
Rickstiaw and Aiss Elizabeth Q. Cullen have
performed yeoman work in connection with
the conference and n the preparation of this
issuc ol the magazine,

Through the courtesy of Wairen Bishop,
Managing Editor of Nation’s Business, we ae
permitted to 1eprint a portion of a satirical
article on conventions by Seth Dunham, which
appeared in Nationw's Business for March We
doubt if Mr. Dunham has yet mel our pro-
giam-maker, MAss Eleanor S Cavanaugh,
whose success in building progiams is obvious
to all of us. We printed this article just to
show the contrast

The American Association of Law Librarics
has planned eight sessions extending from
Monday motning until Friday afternoon. The
opening scssions will have addresses of wel-
come by a group of local libiarians and a
round table on pagination of books The sec-
ond session on Tuesday will he the joint
session with S L. A, During the week there
will also be round tables on subject headings
as used on LC cards; problems of library
cataloging al classification; problems of law
school libraries; problems of the bar associa-
tion and county libravies and a final 1ound
table on Triday afternvon with the topic
“Fducational 1equirements for law librarians
and how library schools can assist.” Complete
progiams can he oblamed from Mrs Lucile
Vernon Clatlk, 42 W Hih Sticet, New York

The A. L .\. traicl commuittee has issued in
pamphlet form tmerary of the A T A
European Lip, details of which were printed
in SPECIAL LIBRARIES for TFelnuary,
Copies of the iineiary may he obtained by
addressing Frederick W, Taxon, Chaiman,
83 Tiancis Street, Back Bay, Buston, Mass.
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Providence Industrial Exhibit

The recent industrial exhibit in Providence
has given the Public Library an opportunity to
advertise extensively the resources of its Indus-
trial Department and its Business Branch, to
call attention to the specialized departments
that give service to the business man and the

mechanic.

The scope of the service was indicated by a
very complete and attractive exhibit, accupying
four tables A model of the Library, showing
the proposed new wing, in which the Industrial
Department will have more extended quarters,
was the central figure of the exhibit on the left
hand table. This model was lighted up cvery
night. On the left of the model were arranged
thirty or more industrial hooks'—on textiles,
rubber, engineering, machinery, aviation, radio,
chemistry, paper, paint and varmsh, etc. Fifty
covers of industral periodicals were exhibited
on the other side At the back of the centre
table was arranged a selection of some thirty-
five books on business subjects, including ac-
counting, advertising, salesmanship, mer-
chandising, banking, investments, real estate,
insurance, business correspondence, business
economics, etc.; on the front, the covers of
thirty busincss periodicals  The right hand
table contained a model of the front of the
Providence Chamber of Commerce building
where the Business Branch is located, and the
rest of it was devoted to business periodicals,
directories, (city, telephone and trade), Moody's
and Poor's Manuals, financial services and the
non-classified material that is kept in the
vertical file. A table placed directly in front of
these three contained a display of free material:
printed hsts on Textiles and Jewelry, the prin-
cipal industries of Providence, mimeographed
lists on investments, accounting, adsertising
and salesmanship, monthly annotated hsts of
the current additions to the Business Branch;
and leaflets announcing the service and the
hours of the Business Branch., A bulletin board
placed conspicuously, emphasized the service
of both departments by attractive posters,

In order to explain the exhibit and to em-
phasize still more the service rendered by both
of these departments, an attendant was on duty
at the exhibition cvery evening and on Saturday
afternoon.

Many new contacts and a keen interest dis-
played by the spectators made the Library feel
amply repaid for the efforts that 1t had put
forth.
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Bibliographical Survey

The Bulletin of the Pan-American Union for
March, 1929 describes the important biblio-
graphical survey now being conducted by the
United States Technical Co-operating Coni-
mittee of the projected Inter-American Con-
ference of Bibliographers which came into
existence hy virtue of a resolution of the
Sixth International Conference of American
States. The members of the committee are:
Ernest Cushing Richardson, Chairman, Wil-
liam Warner Bishop, Charles Wilson Hackett,
Herbert Ingram Priestley, James A. Robert-
son, Martha L. Gericke.

The text of the survey, which is printed
in the Bulletin of the TUnion, should be read
by all hbrarians and it is to be regretted that
space will not permit a complete reproduction
of the valuable information contained theicin.
In the introduction thc committee stresses the
greal increase in the demand for Latin-Ameri-
can books.

The lines of the survey, states the com-
mittee, follow closely those of a similar sur-
vey prepared three or four years ago for the
Commutttee on Intellectnal Co-operation of
the League of Nations Under the heading of
“Authorship” the annual production of Louks
in the United States 1s recorded. Directories
of authors and auathorship, cspecially Who's
Who and the variwus bibliographical guides,
arc noted and the analylical indexes to serial
literature which are naturally familiar to most
libramans. Orgamizations of authors are given
place 1n the report.

Under the heading “Publishing and Book-
selling” some valuable statistics are presented,
and m addition the publishers of hook trade
auls, the R R, Bowker Company and the H.
W, Wilsen Company, are noted as outstand-
mg examples of co-operation. A hrief note
names the principal associations devotled to
hookselling,

Under the heading of “Libraiies” statistics
are presented which unfortunately do not go
beyond 1923 Special Libraries is mentioned,
as well as the Special Libraries Directory.

The geographical distmbution of lbraries
15 treated extensively, featuring the chiel cen-
ters as Washington, New York, Boston, Chi-
cago and San Trancisco. Philadelphia, Ithaca,
Buffalo, Detroit and Ann Arhor ave called
cffectne sub-centers. The report mught well
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have noted the importance of Providence and
Worcester mm the Boston district

Under “Co-ordinaling Factors” the report
mentions the group of library and hiblio-
graphical associations affiiated with the
American Lihrary Association, the Libraiy of
Congress; the Superintendent of Public Docu-
ments and the Smithsonian Institution. To
these factors arc added state agencies; associa-
tions, including local clubs, statc associations
and national library bodics; technical library
periodicals and library schools.

Educational Exhibit

At the invitation of the Board of Educa-
tion of the City of New York, the Municipal
Reference Library, Rebecca B. Rankin, li-
hrarian, the Burcau of Libiaries under Mr.
Claude Leland, and the Supervisor of School
Work of the New York Public Libiary, Miss
Mabel Williams, conducted a joint exhibit at
the United Parents Association Exposition,
February 23 to March 2, 1929, The cxhibit
was prepared with the parents and teacheis
in mind, The purpose was to show how thesc
librarics assisted the schools in its educa-
tional work, The Municipal Reference Li-
brary by means of aity departmental reports,
maps of various kinds of books rclating to
New York City, strcssed the work done in
the study of civics.

An automatic stereopticon display machine
in which we displayed photographs of our
daily work in the libraries was loaned through
the kindness of the Special Libraries Asso-
ciation.

The average attendance i the booth was
estimatecd at seven hundred per day.

Civil Service Examination

The United States Civil Service Commission
announces an open competitive examination for
Hospital Librarian.

Applications must be on file with the Civil
Service Commission, at Washington, D. C.,
not later than May 7.

The examination is to fill vacancies in the

Veterans' Bureau throughout the United
States, and in positions requiring similar
qualifications.
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Th.e entrance salary is 81,800 a year. Higher-
salaried positions are filled through promotion.

Competitors will be rated on mental tests,

library economy, cataloguing and classification,
and a modern language.

Appointment may also be made from this
examination to the position of assistant li-
brarian at the entrance salary of $1,620 a year.

Full information may be obtained from the
United States Civil Service Board of Examiners
at the post office or customhouse in any city.

English Usage

Mr, George W. Lee, as chairman of the
committee on English usage, is busily at work
preparing a preliminary report His letter de-
scribes the “six inch” shelf and he suggests
the following titles as suitable for inclusion :
Ball's Constructive English, Krapp's Com-
prehensive Guide to Good Enghish, Opdycke’s
English of Commeice and Putnam’s Corre-
spondence Handbook. The letter follows.

A committee of the Commercial-Technical
Group of the Special Libraries Association is
at work on a “six mch” shelf for books on
English Usage as pethaps a minimum collec-
tion for any library that pretends to go into
the subject at all. To produce this shelf calls
for a selection from a long lhist The commit-
tee is open to suggestions and it welcomes
lists from all sources. Every librarian, general
or special, intercsted in the subject is invited
to communicale with the Chairman, Geo W,
l.ee, Stonne & Webster Library, Boston,

Magazines Wanted

The Maryland Casualty Company 1s anxious
to obtain Industry IHustrated for December,
1927 and the Rhode Island State Libnary needs
for its fles Enguicering News Record for
February 16, 1926, Vol 96: No. 7. Anyonc
possessing a duplicate of these volumes would
confer a favor by sending a copy to the li-
braries interested.

We suggest that you journey to the Con-
vention with the travel parties where you will
find congenial friends. In some instances you
can make a material financial saving.

Complete details in special circular issued
by Association or in current issues of library

periodicals.
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We Do This

Margaret Reynolds,

Rental Libraries—The Insurance Library
of Chicago inaugurated a rental department
October 15, 1928. Here is the letter which
they issued on October 10 on a letterhead
printed Rental Department, Insurance Li-
brary of Chicago, 2132 Insurance Exchange,
175 W. Jackson Street, Chicago-

“To Library Patrons:

The Insurance Library of Chicago announces
the opening of a Rental Department effective
October 15, 1928. In this department will be
found the newest books—adventure, biography,
fiction, travel—as they are published week by
week.

An annual registration fee of one dollar §1 00
will be required from each person using the
Rental Department. Rental rates for books will
be on a graduated scale, depending upon the
cost of the bock.

A registration blank 1s enclosed. This
should be filled in as indicated and presented
at the Insurance Library of Chicago, 2132-175
West Jackson Street, Upon payment of one
dollar, the annual registration fee, a member-
ship card will be issued.

The rental service will not apply to insurance
books and magazines.

Our regular insurance service will be main-
tasned free of charge as heretofore.

Yours truly,
Pyrrha B. Sheffield,
Librarian."

Accompanying this letter was a blank mimeo-
graphed on paper using the same letterhead
with the following wording:

‘‘Please enroll me as a subscriber in the Rental
Department of the Insurance Library of
Chicago for the year ending....... C e

Name.  ..oiiiiiniiie vainnn
Homeaddress... . ... Phone
Businessaddress. ... .... Phone

Note!  Membership card will be issued upon
presentation of this application and payment
of one dollar, ($1.00).”

The mimeographing was done in black on pink
paper to attract attention,

On the first of February a list of the new titles
available in the Rental Department was sent
out. This was also done on pink paper. This
was a list of almost three pages, comprising
twenty-one titles which were annotated. Such
books as the charming memories of Bacheller,
““Coming Up the Road,"” ‘““Pennagan Place,”

Department Editor

by Eleanor Chase, an Oshkosh, Wisconsin
writer, "“Paradise Court,”” a new Fletcher
detective story, Anne Carroll Moore's edition
of the “Knickerbockers' History of New
York," Gilbert Parker’s ‘“Promisecd Land'' and
Rachel Taylor’s, ‘'Leonardo the Florentine,”
are included. Enough titles have been quoted
to give one the scope of this rental collection.—
Pyrrha B. Sheffield, Librarian, Insurance
Library of Chicago.

Another successful circulating library estab-
lished in connection with a special library
is the one operated by the Dennison Manu-
facturing Company at Framingham, Massa-
chusetts. Their list contains annotated titles,
with mention of some pamphlet. Their charge
for renting books is three cents a day with a
minimum of five cents, They merely list the
title and author's name in hrief and the books
are the more popular best-sellers in the fiction
field.

Package Libraries—The American Bakers
Association and the American Institute of
Baking, 1135 Fullerton Avenue, Chicago,
maintain a package library division of their
library. In an article in their house organ,
Miss Rosabelle E. Priddat, describes what a
package library is and how it may be used and
suggests that it should be returned within the
time specified in the letter so that the col-
lection may be of use elsewhere.—Rosabelle E.
Priddat, Librarian, American Bakers Associa-
tion and the American Institute of Baking,
Chicago.

Publicity—How many institutions are giv-
ing their libraries publicity along with the other
printed matter? In a pamphlet, A Neighbor
Who Can Help You," the First National Bank
in Detroit, gives the better part of a page to a
small photograph of the interior of their
library and then runs this paragraph:

“¥ou need not be a customer to enjoy the
use of this library on the third floor of our main
office, at Woodward Avenue and Cadillac
Square. You will find a competent librarian
in charge who will aid you in looking up the
information you want. Current financial and
general magazines are available here and there
are more than 1,500 reference volumes. Mak-
ing reservations at New York hotels is another
service given by the library."

We suggest that you show it to some of your

—_—
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Publicity division who may take heed and
give you a similar piece of publicity,

Publicity—In advertising the Dartnell
Photostat Service the Dartnell Corporation of
Chicago devotes the center page of the folder to
a view of their library and then has some
salient facts about what the special library they
maintain does. From this circular we learn
that every week ‘“The Dartnell Editorial Staff,
each man specializing on some phase of ad-
vertising or sales work, reads more than a
hundred current business papers, general
nlagazines, reports, new books and speeches in
search of material which should be called to
subscribers’ attention. This is digested and
indexed for the Darinell Magazine Digest and
Reference Service.”

Photostats of any articles not already in-
dexed for the Service are supplied at the
regular photostat rates "

Publicity—Leaflet—The Bank of [taly has
issued a leaflet which is simply printed in good

Research

Miss Rebecca B. Rankin, an associate editor,
contributes a group of Research Notes. The
editor would welcome other items on this
subject  Editor.

Perhaps by coincidence, there have come to
our attention, a number of interesting books
and periodical articles or speeches by individuals
on ‘'Research.”

* * *

The Carnegie Corporation of New York pro-
vided a subvention which made possible a sur-
vey conducted for the American Council of
Learned Societies by Professor Frederic A.
Ogg of the University of Wisconsin. In the
field of the humanistic and social sciences Lhis
survey makes known ‘‘what research organiza-
tions and facilities now exist, what research
projects are in progress or in prospect, under
favorable or unfavorable conditions such
projects are carried forward, and what steps
are necessary to be taken if advances in the
humanities are in coming years to be in any
degree commensurate with those almost daily
recorded in the domains of natural science.”

‘‘Research in the Humanistic and Social
Sciences,” (New York: Century Company,
1928), has an amazing amount of information
about such research which Professor Ogg ex-
plains thus:
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size type in black on bluish gray, a cadet blue
really, which was distributed amongst their
employees. The heading is YOUR LIBRARY:
WHAT [T COLLECTS AND HOW IT
SERVES. The second page gives the list of
assoclations with whom the library makes
contact. They are:

1, Chamber of Commerce; 2. State De-
partment of Agriculture; 3. Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce: 4, State Chamber of
Commerce; 5. Research Bureausof: Industrial
Organizations, Stock and Bond Houses, Con-
sulate Offices, Other specialized libraries.
The third page tells how the contacts serve
your departments by answering various kinds
of questions. The fourth page tells what their
weekly library bulletin does and concludes with
this sentence: ‘‘Make the library your best
tool for your own advancement and for better
service to your clients and stockholders.'—
K. Dorothy Ferguson, Librarian, Bank of Italy,
San Francisco.

Activities

""Man learns a good many things by
accident—Dy simply stumbling upon them.
In the main, however, he adds to his
knowledge by definite, deliberate inquiry—
by coming up against a question or a
problem and casting about for an answer
or solution, This process of conscious, pre-
meditated inquiry we call research. There
is no need of laboring over a definition of
research. The term obviously excludes
(although there is much popular confusion
on the point) that which is only search
by one man for what anocther already
knows, or the mere rearranging of facts and
materials, Bul the name is worthily be-
stowed on any invesligative effort—in
library, laboratory, field, or shop—which
has for its object an increase of the sum
total of lhuman knowledge, either by
additions to the stock of actual present
knowledge or by the discovery of new
bases of knowledge, which for the research
worker, and ultimately for the future of
intellectual life, 1s of course far the more
important. Research may or may noi come
to success; it may or may not add anything
to what is already known. It is sufficient
that its objective be new knowledge, or at
least a new mode or orientation of knowl-
edge.”’
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No librarian can afford not to study this
survey on research, [t is so important in our
work. True, only one of its seventeen chap-
ters is devoted to “Libraries as aids to research.”
In this chapter the author touches upon seven
categories of Special Litnaries,

Mr. Edward A Filene of Boston, delivered
an address before the Sixty-Ninth Convocation
of the University of the State of New York,
Qctober, 1928, which has been reprinted as
“Contributions of Rescarch to Business "' He
contends that the ‘“niracle” of American
prospetity has been due largely to research
and goes on to prove his pont.

April, 1929

In the Educational Research Bulletin, pub-
Lished by Ohio State University College of
Education, in the Qctober, 1928, issue, we find
an article giving a resumé of research in the
educational field, by Harold B. Chapman,
entitled "“Bureaus of Research and Statistics
in State departments of Education.”

* * ¥

Mr Maynard M. Metcealf, of Johns Hopkins,
spoke on ""The Rescarch Attitude of Mind,"
at the University of Bulfalo, and his address is
prnted 1w the Unidversity of Buffalo Studies,
September, 1928. This article may give 1deas
to the lihrarian doing research,

Associations

Boston

The regular monthly meceting of Special
Lihraries Association of Boston was held on
Aonday evening, Maich 23th, m the Libiay
af Metealf and Eddy, 1300 Statler Duilding,
Boston,

Miss Ruth Canavan, hbtarian of thus hi-
brary, told about the mechamcal equipinent
of the hibrary, and explumed her system of
1outine to the mewmbers present,

A report of the Executive Comimittee was
read m regard to Mr Lee's proposal for a
centralized buean of information It was de-
cided hy this comnuttee that such a project
should not be undertaken at this time.

It was voted that the report of the com-
mittee on revision of the constitution he con-
sidered progtessive and the committee he
continued.

Repoits of the varions standing committces
were read at this meeting.

The following spealceis were heard and
brought out sources of mmformation lhieretoioe
unknown to many of the members.

Miss E Gertrude Mealy, libramnan, Asso-
ciated Industries; Miss Aletta Spence, libra-
rian, New England Bureau of Public Service
Information ; Miss Laura R Gibbs, formerly
librarian of Tel-You-Where, John H, Rear-
don, in charge of Infurmation Office, Boston
Public Libra1y, Frank H Chase, reference li-
brarian, Boston Pubhe Library.,

The following Nominating Comunittee was
appomted.

Miss Ruth V, Cool, librarian, Harvard
University School of Architecture, Chairman;
Miss Mildred R. Bradbury, assistant, Boston

Public Libraty: Geo W. Lee, librarian, Stone
& \Webster.

The nest meeting of the .\ssociation was
held m the Tasurance Library Assosnition of
Boston on Apnl 22

Cleveland

During the month of February the Cleveland
Chapter held two meetings, one business and
the other social A report on the national side
of S. L. A. by our national president, Mr Cady,
featured the sestion of February 8, held in the
Cleveland Public Library. Mr. Cady reported
the events at the Business Round Table at the
Chicago A L. A Council Meeting, with the
passing by the Counecil of the motion for a
Business Section for A. L. A. Action taken by
the S 1. A. Executive Board Meeting in New
York, plans for the forthcoming convention,
and other projects before the Association were
also discussed by Mr Cady.

What bhids to be an annual affair is the
Washington’s Birthday dinner and social
meeting held at the suburban home of one of
our members, Mrs., Grace Birdsall. This is the
third year for this holiday celebration,

Perhaps the mosl outstanding mecting of
the year for the Cleveland Chapter was the
dinner-meeting held at the Cleveland Cham-
ber of Commerce Club n the new Termmal
Tower Building, on the evening of Thurs-
day, Apiil 4th

After the delicivus dinner, delightfully
served, Miss M E Woods, Foraign Trade
Secretary of the Cleveland Chamber of Com-
merce, presented a comprchensive report of
the work of her office We weie much im-
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pressed by the scope of the work, the re-
sponsibility of assembling and  distributing
valuable mformation acewately  and  effic-
cently, and the vaiety of her duties which
occastonally include that of detective IFor in-
stance, when mformation is received from
another ity that somcone is 1epresenting a
forcign (lim which does not exist, it is hes
duty to send out a warntng through the dis-
trict and, 1f passible, catch the culprit.

Miss Rose Vaormelker, Sceietary of the
Special Libraries Association, gave an ex-
treniely mteresting talk on the work of the
Association, espearally that of  the several
commttees and groups. She emphasized the
ditferent ways in which the lucal chapters o1
individual lihranians might 1eceive assistance
from the Association

The mectimg closed with an informal recep-
tion m Miss Wouods's offices on the seven-
teenth floor of the same building. The view
of the city by might was a most fascinating
picture—the many twinkling lights and the
reflections in the windmg Cuyahoga River
Llempting us to stay on mdefinitely

Detroit

At a recent mecting of the new Detront
Chapter there were [ifty-two persons present
for luncheon and a talk by Miss Mmigarct
AMann, of the Department of Library Science,
University of Michigan Niss Lutz, Lihrasian
of the General Mators library, had genceral
charge of this meeling, and arranged for the
group to see her library and for tours through
the General Motors Research Laboratories
where some most intetesting experiments
and instruments were demonstrated

Illinois

The March meeting of the Illinois Chapter of
the Special Libraries Association was held in the
assembly hall of the Chicago Historical Sociely
on March 18,1929,

Mr. L. Hubbard Shattuclk, Director of the
Society, delivererl an address on the subject
of the Chicago Historical Society as a Public
Institution Mr Shattuck described the
history and growth of this organization, its
present methods of operation, the future
plans of the Society for extended activity, its
proposed new building in Lincoln Park, and its
widening usefulness

At the conclusion of Mr. Shattuck's talk,
an 1aspection trip was made by the members
of the Illinois Chapter through the museum and

library of the Society, viewing at frst hand
some of the treasures and historic records which
they may have accasion to1efer toin their worlk.
The members of the illinois Chapter showed
their appreciation of the courtesies extenderl to
them by the Chicago [listorical Saciety at this
meeting by a lnrge attendance, at the same time
taking acdtvantage of the opportunity 1o increase
their knuwledge of the resources and services of
libraries in Clucago

New York

The New York Special Libraiies Associa-
tion held 1ts third dinner-meeting on Febru-
ary 27th in the auditorum of the John Wana-
maker Company. The evening was devoted to
niusic,

Dr Alexander Russell, dircctor of music of
the John Wanamaker Company, played a
heautiful composition on the organ.

Ma, Waldemar Ricek, well-known reviewer
and writer, foometly with the New York Pub-
lic Library, now associated with “MMusical
America,” discussed the service of the library
to the music writer

Mio WL DPewcival-Monger descuibed the li-
hrary of the National Broadeasting Company,
Mr. Monger's interesting article appears 1n
another porton of this issue of SPECTAL
LIBRARIES

Niss May Gadd, Director of the New Yok
hbranch of the Hnglish Folle Dance Society,
accampanied by her class, gave several de-
lightful country dances Mliss Gadd deseribed
the development of the country dance and
eaplained how the figures of the dance had
heen collected in England and the country
seetions of America. The music for the dance
was furnished hy Mis Haig, with violin ac-
companiment by Andre Chambellan.

Philadelphia

The Special Libraries Council of Philadelphia
and vicinity, held ils February meeting on the
first, at the new home of the Philadelphia Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Science, and the speaker
was Piofessor Ivar Griffith, editor of the
American Journal of Pharmacy.

Professor Griffith talked on the “History of
the Literature of Pharmacy.” In trailing the
science of medicine back into the remote ages
through old books, Professor Griffith told of
many amusing things found in those old
records. Ebers' Papyrus, 1554 B.C., he said,
speaks of specialists whom we think of as being
purely and totally modern. From this old
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record, Professor Griffith was good enough to
give us a presciiption for hair tonic, one
especially compaunded for an Egyptian prin-
cess, consisting of such ingredients as powdered
mummy, the heel of an Abyssinian guy hound,
a quantity of putrificd mice and an ass’s hoof.
Speaking of the slow progress of medicine up
to the modein times, Professor Griffith said
that many of the ingredients in medicines in the
pharmacopeeia as late as William Penn's time,
were quite as unusual as those in the hair tonic.

After the meeting had adjourned, the mem-
bers had an opportunity to visit the library,
and the model drug store in connection with the
College.

* * *

On March 1 the Special Libraries Council of
Philadelphia and vicinity held its regular meet-
ing at the library of the United Gas Improve-
ment Company, Mr, Richard H. Oppermann,
assistant librarian, made an informal exposition
of the scope of the library, while showing us the
various charts, files, and indexes which are the
important tools of the library. The library
itself includes one of the most complete col-
lections of public service commission reports in
the country.

Mr. William E, Saunders, librarian, and one
of the leading spirits in the early days of the
council, gave us some retrospective thoughts
which were very interesting.

Each one of us was presented with a copy
of the U G, I. Circle as well as a copy of an
abstract of current literature on scientific and
economic subjects This abstracting of hitera-
ture is done regularly as a part of the library's
research activities,

On April §, the council will have its annual
dinner at the Bellevue-Stratford. We are glad
to announce the speaker of the occasion—
David Lawrence—on '“The National Outlook.”

On May 3, the annual business meeting will
be held at the American Philosophical Society,
134 South 5th Street, with committee reports
and election of officers.

Pittsburgh

March 23, 1929 was the date of a mceting
of the Pittsburgh Special Libraries Associa-
tion held at the Tuberculosis League Hospital,
at which 13 members and 2 guests were pres-
ent.

After a delicious Iuncheon served by the
League, the minutes of the last two meetings
were read and some announcements concern-
ing the National Convention to be held in
May were made by the President.

Apnl, 1920

Miss Macrum gave an interesting talk on the
Vocational Library which she has started for
patients in the Tuberculosts Hospital, telling
of the vocations open io them, and also of the
sources from which mateiial for the Library
was gathered,

San Francisco

Mr, Nathan van Patten, Director of the
Stanford University Library at Palo Alto, was
the honor guest and speaker at a special dianer
meeting of the Special Libraries Association of
San Francisco, February 19th, at the Bellevue
Hotel. In his discussion of ‘“Union Lists,"”
Mr. van Patten emphasized the necessity for co-
ordination and co-operation in the compiling of
such indexes, especially in the terminology em-
ployed, and cited numerous examples both
American and foreign. As a member of the
American Library Association committee, under
whose guidance its Union List was prepared,
Mr. van Patten was particularly enabled to
discuss the problems involved in the preparatiorn
of such lists. We especially appreciated the
informal discussion which answered many of
the problems which have arisen in the compiling
of our own Union List

* % x

Mr. C H. Judson and Miss Simmons, his
assistan(, were lhe host and hostess at a most
enjoyable “at home” in the library of the Pa-
cific Telcphione and Telegiaph Company on
Thursday, March 21st The library was open
to the mcmbers of the Special Libraries As-
sociation of San Irancisco after a brief
luncheon held nearby. In spite of an exceed-
ingly lovely and distracting view from three
sides the libiary indicates that a great deal
of careful thought and labor has been spent
on it, and the files of periodicals and shelved
material contain a wealth of information. The
collection of telephones of all ages and sizes
was of particular interest. Unfortunately, not
evelyone was able to remain for the tour of
the building and the flashlight picture of the
group It is uncertain to what use this latter
is to be ptit—some say the rotogravure section
—others the rogues’ gallery! In either case
it portrays a group of librarians who have
just acquired a variety of ideas and inspira-
tions and consequently are looking very
pleased and happy.
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Southern California

Special Libraries Association of Southern
California had a very enjoyable meeting on the
cveming of February 19, at the Western Pre-
cipitation Company, Los Angeles. Miss Anna
M. Frey, President of the Association, who is
also librarian of the Western Precipitation
Company, showed the members around the
vatious departments and explained the details
of the work After a short business meeting,
Mr Marcel A. Lissman of the Western Pre-
cipitation Company, demonstrated his True-
lone Analyser, a device to guide the music
student to the true pitch during practice.

* ok
The March meeting of the Southern Cabi-

fointa Chapter of the Special Libraries As-
sociation was held at the Rescarch Library of
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the Paramount-Famous-Lasky Corporation,
Hollywood.

There were ahout filty members present,
with San Diego and La Jolla sending repre-
senfatives to the meeting The lostess, Miss
Gladys Percy, librarian, asssted by Miss Rena
Clark, provided a most enjoyable and unusual
program. After a short inspection of the li-
Lrary, dinner was served in the Studio cale,
which was quite an cvent due to the wander-
ing m and out of the varions movie directors
and stars. [Following a short business meeting
Mr. Albert De Sart, head of the Sound De-
partment, gave a most interesitng talk on
Sound Pictures and later conducted the mem-
hers on a tour of the studic and grounds,
affording the opportunity of secing and hear-
ing a Tallae in the making

Personal Notes
Mary C. Parker, Department Editor

Lewis A, Armistead, librarian of the Boston
Elevated Railway, is recovering from a seri-
ous illness.

Mrs. Virginia C. Bacon of Portland, Ore-
won, has heen elected State Librarian of the
Portland State Libiary. She succeeds Miss
Cornelia Marvin, who was recently mairied.
\rs, Bacon comes to the position fiom the
Portland Public Libwary, wheie she was ad-
visor in Adult Education

Dorothy G, Bell, ibrarian of the business
branch of the Providence Public Library,
discussed on March 18th, “Busmess Books for
Busmess [Folk,” in a series of talks sponsored
by the hbrary’

Ruth 8§ Brown, cataloger at the National
Industrnial Conference Board, New York, has
recently 1¢signed

Mrs. Rdith J. Clark, a recent graduate of
the New Jersey College for Women Labrary
School, is now doing a special job of filing
with The Port of New York Authority
Library.

Dorothea Collins, formerly librarian of
Jackson & Moreland, has taken a position in
Cleveland Pubhic Library

Joseph L. Crandell, night librarian of the
Boston Globe, died Februaiy 100 He left a
widow and a nmme-months' old son.

Aary Culver has been appointed assistant
in the libiary of the New Yok Academy of
Medicine,

Marion G. Eaton, ibranan, Federal Reserve
Bank of Boston, sailed for Italy on March
22, for a visit of two months.

AMr. William  Prescolt Greenlaw, for 27
years hibrarian of the New England Historice
Genealogical Society, has hecome librarian
emeritus.  Aiss  Josephine Rayne, former
assistant Iibranan, has been made librarian,

ITenrietta ITerz, formerly assistant at the
New Yok Public Labrary, has been appointed
libranan for Alfred Knopf, Ine

Mark Kiley, assistant ilnanan at the Am-
herst College library smee 1924, has lbeen
appomted hbrarian of the University Club
Library, New York City

Julia King has been appomted librarian of
the Sitk Association of America

Leona Kohn has resigned her position in
the Library of the Fedeial Reserve Bank of
Cleveland and on April Ist assumed new
duties with the Industrial Arts [ndex in New
York C1ty. Miss Kohn has been Secretary-
Treasurer of the Cleveland Chapter for the
past year,
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Miss Ann Jamba is in charge of the new
library of the National Investors Corpora-
tion, 120 Broadway, New York City.

Mrs. Mary Watkins Deitrichson, formerly
with the Baker Business Library of Harvard
University, is now with the Boston Public
Library, where she is modernizing the Statis-
tical Department.

Estelle Liebman has resigned her position
in the Baker Library of the Harvard School
for Busmess Administration,

Mary V Lynch has accepled a position
with the Standard Statistics (o, of New York.

Ruth A. Phillips, formerly libratian of
Lockwood, Greenc & Co, Boston, is now li-
brarian of Jackson & Moreland

AMarian D Reeve, assistant in the library of
Redmond & (o, New York, has resigned her
pusition to he married soon.

Frances M Reitmeyer is now employed in
the Ubrary of Batten, Barton, Durstine &
QOsborn,

Satah de C. Ruth is now libranan in the
sales division of the Edison Lamp Works.

Jeannctte Moore Smith is now connected
with the H. W, Wilson Company. Miss Smith
was [oimerly with the Cleanliness Institute

Mrs. J R. Smith has accepted a position
as librarian in the general laboratories of
the U. S. Kubber Company at Passaic, N, J
Mrs., Smith comes from the Carnegie Library
at Pittsburgh, Pa.

Helen G. Stewart, formerly with the New
York Public Libiary, has-accepted a position
in the hibrary of the general laboiatories of
the U S Rubber Company at Passaic, N ]

Mr P. S Stoddard, formerly with Cravath,
de Gersdorlf, Swain & Wouod, 15 Broad
Street, New York, is now libratian of Rey-
nolds, Richards & McCutcheon, 68 William
Street.

Wilhelmina Taylor, librarian of the New
York Telephone Company, has recently re-
signed to be married. Miss Dorothy Avery
has been appointed librarian,

Basil Turner has resigned his position with
the Marland Oil Co, Ponca City, Okla, and
is librarian of Pettigrew & Meyer, 120 Broad-
way, New York.

April, 1929

Miss Margaret D. Bruce, a graduate of
Drexel Library School, is assistant librarian
of the library of the Experimental Station of
the Chemical Department of Du Pont de
Nemours & Co. in Wilmington.

Miss Katharine D. Brownfield has accepted
a position as abstractor and mdexer with the
Carnegie Steel Co in Pittsburgh.

Miss Mildred A, Lee, for sometime assist-
ant in the library of Tord, Bacon & Davis in
New York City, has accepted a position of a
newly organized library of the Selected
Secwities, Inc,, 65 Broadway, New York City.

Miss Emuly (. Davis is the new librarian
of the Johns-AMuanville Coip, Ibrary, 292

Madison Avenue, New York City.

Miss Trances Walsh until recently with the
Party Factory Saks, is now librarian of the
Cavendish Trading Coiporation, 180 Madison
Avenue, New York City.

Chatles Alexander Nelson, “dean of Ameri-
can librarians,” recently celebrated his nine-
tieth birthday at his home in Mt Vernon.
Mr, Nelson received during the day a hun-
dred guests and many telegrams of congrat-
ulations from librarians in New York and
other cities. He has been engaged for the
past three years in translating Johann
Schocepflin's “Vindiciae Typographicae” and
in prepating a volume of poems Mr Nelson
retired in 1905 from the position of deputy
reference hbrarian of the Columbia Univer-
sity Library,

Bertine E. Weston has become managing
editor of the Library Journal, in place of
lleanor T Duncan, who esigned after a
decade of service, Miss Weston has been
identificd with the Brooklyn Public Library,
Dayton Public Library, und the Fort Wayne
and Allen County (Ind.) Lilirary System, and
biings to her unew positivn a wealth of ex-
perience in childien’ work, school library de-
velopment and library journalism.

Miss Adeline Zachert, supervisor of school
hibraries for the State of New York, has
joined the staff of the World Peace Founda-
tion as Field Secretary. Duning the year she
will visit university, public and school libraries
throughout the United States, assisting li-
brarians in the selection of authoritative and
suitable material on international relations
and international cou-operation
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Events and Publications

Rebecca B. Rankin,

The Detroit Edison Library devotes a page
in the Synchroscope to new books received and
articles of interest.

* * *

The 1928 edition of Market Research Agencies,
from the U. S. Department of Commerce,
(Domestic Commerce Series—No. 0), is as
useful as previous editions and is right up-to-
date.

* * *

Glumpses of Banking History, a pamphlet
nicely illustrated with line drawings and used
for publicity purposes, has been distributed by
the First Wisconsin National Bank of Mil-
waukec.

* * *

The Municipal Administration Service, 261
Broadway, New York CiLy, is responsible for a
pamphlet Photoslat Recording, by George C.
Havenner. It is designed primarily for public
officials but may be equally useful to business
men who make use of copying methods.

* * *

Miss Margaret Kehl of the staff of the New
York Municipal Reference Library, broad-
casted over WNYC, the New York City's
municipal radio station, on the subject “New
Yorkers,” in February.

* * *

The Birmingham Fire and Casualty Insur-
ance Iixchange of Birmingham, Alabama has
established a Central Insurance Libraiy and
Service Office. Works of recognized authori-
ties have been purchased and placed in this
Libraiy for i1eference. A full-time assistant
secretary is in chaige of the library and office,

Department Editor

Indiana is to have a new State Library
building, and a Commission of nine have been
appointed hy the Governor to consider plans.
Mr. K Lows Bailey is cx-officio secretary of
the Commission,

ok %

The Indusirial Relations Counselors, Inc.,
Miss Linda H. Morley, librarian, has prepared
its third library bulletin containing a semi-
annual review of the current literature on in-
dustrial relations and a bibliography on mutual
benefit associations.

] * *

The Municipal Reference Library of New
York has issued a four-leaf pamphlet on the
resources of the library. The closing sentence
reads: ‘‘Make it a habit to come to the Munic-
ipal Reference Library for any facts about city
affairs or municipalactivities.”

* * *

A leaflet issued by the Business Branch of
the Newark Public Library, reprints in its
March issue an article on ‘‘Business Libraries,
which first appeared in the New York Credit
Men's Association Bulletin. We only regret
that space will not permit reproducing this
worth while article in Special Libraries.

» » »

In 1930 occurs the 300th Anniversary of the
establishment of the Massachusetts Bay
Coloay, in which all New England will celebrate
a Puritan Tercentenary of National Sig-
nificance, The Massachusetts Bay Tercenten-
ary, Inc, 44 School Street, Boston, issues a
bulletin every month, telling of their plans and
progress being made.
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In the Economic Review of the Soviel Union,
published by the Amtorg Trading Corporation,
165 Broadway, New York City, beginning with
February 15, 1929, will be printed a bib-
liography of books, periodicals and articles in
periodicals dealing with economic conditions
in the Soviet Union, which have appeared in
the United States in English language since
1920

* * *

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society
Library, Miss Dorothy St. J. Manks, librarian,
held a special exhibition of rare and interesting
garden books, March 19th to 23rd, in connection
with the 100th anniversary cclebration of the
Society.

* * *

The Committee on English Usage, under date
of March 1, 1929, 1ssued a bibliography on
English Usage, signed by George W. Lee. A
preliminary report has been prepared by the
chairman and sent to the committee members,
consisting of the chairmen of the various sub-
committees of the Commeraal-Technical
Group Copies of this preliminary report may
be obtained upon application to Mr. Lee, Stone
& Webster, Boston,

» * *

Dr. Koopman and Mr., Drury of the John
Hay Library, have sent to members of the
faculty of Brown University a circular letter
relating to the ""Union List of Serials in the
Libraries of the United States and Canada,”
presenting in succinct form the merits of this
notable bibliographical undertaking This
practice should be emulated by other colleges
and universities.

* * E

The Boston City Council has accepted an

order deeding 1o Louis E. Kirstein, President of

April, 1029

the Board of Trustees of the Boston Public
Library, certain land on which he has proposed
to erect and present to the City a building for a
business branch of the public library.

* * *

The Detroit Synchroscope, the house organ of
the Detroit Edison Company, in a recent issue,
has a lead article on ‘‘Office Filing,” by Mary
Giblin of the Chief Engineer’s Office A class-
ified filing system, based upon the Dewey
System, has been installed and the classification
is performed by a trained librarian supervising
clerks in charge of filing and typing. The article
has some good suggestions for corporation
filing.

* * *

The National Bureau of Casualty & Surety
Underwriters, through its librarian, Miss M. B.
Pressman, has recently issued its Second
Annual Index to Current Literature dealing
with casualty insurance, suretyship and te-
lated subjects received in the library of the
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety Under-
writers, during the year 1928, The bulletin
practically constitutes a yearly bibliography on
the subject of casualty insurance.

* * *

Waller Carson & Company, investment coun-
selors, recently opened new olffices in the
Investment Trust Building, Milwaukee A
portion of the third floor is devoted to the
library of the company, which it is stated will
be the Jargest and most complete source library
of financial and statistical material in the Mil-
waukee section of the Middle West. The or-
ganization, which was founded only three years
ago, is described in a well illustrated article in
the Mid-Western Banker for February,
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The Barlow Medical Lihrary of L.os Angeles,
Miss Mary E lrish, Librarian, recently issued
an allraclive 24-page report which, in addition
{o the detailed work of the library, mentions
the participation of the hbrary in thc exhibit
of the S. L. A. at the meetling of the Cali-
fornia Library Association. Inter-library loans
arc noted, especially courteons favors from
the Army Medical Library at Washinglon, and
a hnaucral statement, statistical record and
gifts complete the pamphlet.

* * Ed

The Institute for the Study of Law at The
Johns Hopkins University, is preparing a survey
of ‘“research in law' and research in other
fields bearing on legal questions and legal
institutions now in progress throughout the
United States. Questionnaires have been sent
to legislative reference bureaus in all the states,
also to faculties of law schools, bar associations,
legal aid societies, faculties of economics,
political science, sociology and psychology,
foundations, institutes, organized research
groups and other organizations and associations
engaged in research. The results of the study
will be printed by the Institute at a later date.

* »” *

The Worker and the Library is the title of a
pamphlet published for the Workers Education
Bureau of America, by the A. L. A. The
pamphlet in brief forms outlines the value of
the public library to the user, presents it as a
democratic institution for the use of everyone
and notes a few books of value, including the
“Reading with a Purpose'’ series of the A. L. A.
and the “"Workers Bookshelf'' sponsored by the
Workers Education Bureau of America. The
writer stresses the library as an information
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bureau and quotes the words of William
Green, President of the American Federation of
Labor, that the library is “a necessary part of
the educational equipment of every city—a
storehouse of the tools of education.”

The Jatest edition of omen of Today
by Tda Clyde Clarke, commler and editor, pub-
lished by Women of Today Dress, briefly dis-
cusses women in pubhlc libraries, special li-
braries and library school work. Many well-
known members of Special Libraries Associa-
tion arc mentioned, including Miss Ruth
Nichols, Miss Margaret Burnett, Miss Alex-
ander and Miss Bradley of New York; Miss
Krause of Chicago Miss  Alargarel
Reynolds of Ailwaukee.

amd

* kX

The Bureau of Mines in co-operation with
the American DPetroleum Institute and the
S. L A, has prepared under the direction of
H. Biiton, hibliographer, a pamphlet entitled
“Recent  Articles on Petroleum and Alhed
Substances.” The publication is distrihuted by
the Petroleum Field Office, U S Bureau of
Mines, 506 Custom House, San INancisco.
The pamphlel, containing 46 printed pages,
discusses the history, geogtaphic aceurrence
and geology of petroleum, its development,
procduction, transportation and distribution.
There are also sections devoted to properties
and then deternunation; to 1efining and re-
fAneries ; utilization ; lemslation and legal reg-
tlations.
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On March 11, 1929 the New York Times
commented editorially upon the annual report
of the Newark Public Library, noting the state-
ment of Mr. John Cotton Dana in a recent
library bulletin  The words of Mr. Dana are
well worth reprinting: ‘A library is not a school
house. A new world of print and picture in
newspapers and magazines surrounds us. What
service can a library retider in this new world?
In obedience to the demands of this new world
of printed information, wisdom and speculation,
libraries have in some slight degree modified
their methods and extended their field of work.
My suggestion is that they go further, that
they withdraw somewhat from a part of the
baok lending field, popular fiction for example,
and devote more of their time, skill and energy
to the making of themselves guides, keys,
indexes, abstracts of the latest findings in the
field of knowledge."

* * *

The London School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science, Houghton Strect, London, has
prepared a London Bibliography of the Social
Sciences, being the subject catalogue of the
British Library of Political and Economic
Science at the School of Economics, the Gold-
smith's Library of Economic Literature at
the University of London, the Libraries of the
Royal Statistical Society and the Royal
Anthropological Institute and certain special
collections at University College, London, and
elsewhere The publication was compiled under
the direction of B, M. Headicar, Librarian, and
C. Fuller, Assistant Librarian. The biblio-
graphy contains half a million entries with the
Library of Congress classification symbols and
is issued in four volumes at an advance price
of five guineas.

* * *

The Division of Simplified Practice of the

Department of Commerce has issued a release

April, 1929

on the relation of advertising men to sim-
plification Mr. S. F. Tillman, who has pre-
pared the release, notes that simplification is
equally the problem of the manufacturer,
distributor and consumer. Simplified practice
has not only had the support of the manu-
facturer and the distributor, but the advertis-
ing profession can so influence consumers that
purchasers would tend toward simplification
In the simplified practice projects the Division
has had the co-operation of irade papers and
the daily press The Division also prints its
own monthly bulletin called Commercial Stand-
ards Monthly, which reports current progress
in the field of simplification.  Advertising
agencies can obtain this publication and lists
of completed recommendations for file in their
reference libraries upon apphication to the
Division of Simplified Practice, Department of
Commerce, Room 316, Commerce Building,
Washington, D. C.

* * *

The Insurance Group has recently issued a
booklet outlming the organization of an m-
surance library, The hooklet is the result of
a suggestion by Mr. Rollin M Clark, Assist-
ant Manager of the [usurance Department,
(hamber of Commerce of the United States
of America, and was prepared under the
direction of Miss Pyrrha Sheffield, Chair-
man of the nsurance Group, and Miss (irace
Stephens of the Retail Credit Company, At-
lanta, Georgia. The booklet was prmted
thiough the courtesy of the Retail Credit
Company. Copies may be obtained fiom Mrs.
Alice T TitzGerald, Lihrarian, National Life
Insurance Co, Montpelier, Vermont; Mana-
ger, Insurance Department, Chamber of Com-
meice of the United States of America,
Washington, D C.; or Libraiian, Retail
Credit Company, Atlanta, Georgia.

Pages 14.1-152 deleted, advertising.
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