
Th e smell of burning wood, clay 
baking in the kiln, and the noise 
from an oversized fan meant to get 
rid of the smell surround the studio 
of Randy Bricco.

Located in the Industrial Studies 
Building, his studio is like a second 
home where he spends all his free 
time, he said. 

Bricco, a graduate student who 
teaches ceramics classes on cam-
pus, said he developed his love for 
ceramics during his days at a com-
munity college.

He said his love for ceramics de-
veloped due in part to the art itself 
and in part to a teacher who was 
instrumental in Bricco’s learning 
about it.

“He would give me an answer 
to a question and in the process try 
to get me to learn more about clay 

through researching it,” Bricco said.
Bricco comes up with ideas just 

by sitt ing around and looking at 
objects in his studio such as wood 
and metal scraps he likes to collect, 
he said.

“Ideas start coming together by 
seeing all of those things together,” 
Bricco said.

He added that he goes through a 
lot of sketching, thinking and sitt ing 
around before it all comes together.

Most of his work, starting as 
early as his undergraduate days, has 
been concentrated on his family and 
family history.

“Th ings that have happened to 
his family are translated into his 
work,” said Trevor Koch, the vice 
president of the Ceramic Artists 
Guild at SJSU.

“Pott ery connects us to ancient 

Residents evacuated Joe West Hall 
Saturday night due to a trash can fi re 
on the third fl oor of their dormitory, 
said Sgt. Robert Noriega of the Uni-
versity Police Department.

Noriega said no one was hurt dur-
ing the fi re. He said UPD did not 
know if the fi re was accidental or was 
started intentionally. 

About 100 students gathered in 
the Campus Village Courtyard as 
fi refi ghters, who Noriega said were 
the fi rst ones on the scene, took care 
of the situation. Among the students 
was Nathan Wells, a junior graphic 
design major who said he heard the 
fi re alarm go off  in his dormitory at 
around 7 p.m. 

Wells, who said he lives on the 11th 
fl oor, said that while he couldn’t smell 

any smoke until he reached the fourth 
or fi ft h fl oor, other people could smell 
it from his fl oor. 

“A lot of people didn’t take it seri-
ously at fi rst because of the original 
fi re drill,” said Wells, referring to a 
practice drill earlier in the semester. 
“One guy said he’ll take a shower.”   

Yellow caution tape surrounded 
the perimeter of the area outside of 
Joe West’s entrance, connecting lamp-

posts and trash cans near Campus Vil-
lage Building A and a small fountain. 
Nearby streets were also taped off . 

Fritzie Tanada, a sophomore aero-
space engineering major, said she 
couldn’t drive to Seventh Street ga-
rage or on Seventh, Eighth, Ninth and 
10th streets to get to campus. 

Tanada, who lives in Campus Vil-
lage Building B, said she also couldn’t 
enter San Salvador Street, so she end-
ed up parking her car near the frater-
nity houses on San Fernando Street.

She stood in the courtyard with Joe 
West residents Alyssa Lozano and Kelsie 
Atkinson, who are both freshmen nurs-
ing students and live on the ninth fl oor.

Atkinson said that when she and 
her roommate Lozano came down 
the stairs to the third fl oor, some-
one evacuated the fl oor and “tons of 
smoke came out.” 

Lozano said some people thought 
someone had set off  the alarm by hot-
boxing a room, the act of using mari-
juana in a confi ned sett ing, but she 
didn’t think so. 

“If they had enough weed (to set 
off  the alarm), we would have smelt it 
for sure,” she said.  

Residents were allowed to re-enter 
Joe West Hall at 8:25 p.m.  

*Carlos A. Moreno contributed to this 
article. 
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ROCKING FOR A CAUSEROCKING FOR A CAUSE Green clubs 
share ‘dirty’ 
secrets about 
cutting waste

About 100 students gathered 
among the swaying palm trees and 
glowing lampposts in the Campus Vil-
lage Courtyard last Th ursday night to 
att end the Rock for Higher Education 
Concert.

Th e concert was held in protest of 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s pro-
posal to cut $66 million from the Cali-
fornia State University system. 

Anthropology lecturer Jonathan 
Karpf spoke about the injustice 
that the state is imposing upon its 
students. 

“We are facing a crisis, and don’t 
misunderstand me, the crisis is real,” 
Karpf said. “Th e government has no 
authority to cut the state budget (and) 
they’re willing to raise the fees of the 
people who are unable to pay (them).”

Th e concert also served to educate 
students about the necessity of fi ght-
ing the budget cuts to protect their 
futures with 30-minute performances 
from SJSU student bands, such as April 
Chase, Inverness and Hunters, as well as 
a hip-hop group throughout the show. 

Dirty paper and murky water are 
how members of campus environmen-
tal organizations got students involved 
in SJSU Recycles Day on Th ursday.

On the main fl oor of the Student 
Union, the Environmental Club and 
the Environmental Resource Center 
set up tables fi lled with pamphlets, free 
cookies, recycled paper and prizes to 
inform students about how to reduce 
their waste and negative impact on the 
environment.

“Our main goal for today is to em-
phasize the litt le things students can 
do,” said Julia Kamoroff , president of 
the Environmental Club. “We also want 
to show that we are not extremists and 
that reducing your waste is easy.”

One of the featured tables had a 
large tub of grayish water where stu-

CERAMICS GURU KNEADS MEMORIES INTO ART

Fire on third fl oor of Joe West Hall results in evacuationFire on third fl oor of Joe West Hall results in evacuation

ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

KAAJAL MORAR and CORINNE SPECKERT
Staff Writers

SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writer

SARAH KYO
Copy Editor

CONCERTpage3 RECYCLEpage6

CERAMICSpage4

INTERNATIONAL WEEK: Four countries in four issues — TODAY: VIETNAM, page 5

The rock band Inverness performs 

during the Rock for Higher Education Concert on Thursday 

at the Campus Village Courtyard.

Randy Bricco, a ceramics graduate student, 

at his studio inside the Industrial Studies Building on Friday. 

Bricco is sitting next to one of his latest projects called “In Transit.” 

CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily

San Jose fi refi ghters wait outside Joe West Hall during an emergency call to 

put out a fi re on the third fl oor on Saturday night. 

CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
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More than Teaching
A panel assured English majors on 
Wednesday that teaching isn’t the 

only career path for them.

Waiting for ‘Warcraft’
A local video game store attracted 
a hoard of gamers who waited in 

lines late Wednesday night for the 
midnight release of a new 

expansion pack to the computer 
game “World of Warcraft.”

Tech Talk
Guest lecturer Craig Barrett spoke 

on Thursday about new 
technologies that may be useful 

to career-seekers at the College of 
Engineering’s Silicon Valley 

Leaders Symposium.

Food and Hip-Hop
Members of the Akbayan Pilipino 

Club and the Kuya Ate Ading 
Mentorship Program hosted their 
fi fth annual Thanksgiving dinner 

on Thursday, with hip-hop to boot.

RAs Get Together
Resident advisers from several 

universities gathered at SJSU this 
weekend to share ideas about 

spicing up the campus housing 
experience.
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diversity and inclusive excellence.
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Instructional 
Resource Center, room 101.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

Thru You Thru Food
Environmental Awareness Fair
12 to 4 p.m. in the Art Quad
Contact Sarah Joy Callahan at 
464-7875.

International Week 
Salzburg Fellows 
Presentation
Hear about projects SJSU faculty and 
staff are completing following sum-
mer experiences in Salzburg, Austria. 
12 to 1 p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library, room 255/257.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

International Week 
Listening Hour
Enjoy a vocal recital with songs of 
Gaetano Donizetti and Benjamin 
Britten.
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the SJSU 
Music Concert Hall.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

International Week 
Proclamation 
Presentation
Mayor Chuck Reed and San Jose 
city council members give San Jose 
State University a proclamation 
for International Week festivities, 
international students, cultures and 
curriculum.
1:30 to 2:00 p.m. in San Jose City 
Council Chambers, San Jose City 
Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara St.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

International Week 
Lecture
Hear Dr. Yolanda T. Moses from UC 
Riverside speak on “Linking Diversity 
and International Knowledge and 
Practice: Our Millennial Challenge” 
as the second annual Dr. Peter C. Lee 
Memorial Lecture speaker.
4 to 6 p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library, room 225.

Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Student Union, 
Pacifi ca Room.
Contact Kristen Tom at (650) 
270-4507.

International Youth 
Fellowship
Bible Study: “The Secret of Forgive-
ness of Sin and Being Born Again.”
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Student Union, 
Guadalupe Room.
Contact Ricardo at 509-9549.

International Week 
Coffee Night
Enjoy coffee and conversation with 
international students.
8 to 10 p.m. at the International 
House, 360 S. 11th St.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

Midweek Mix-up 
Campus Cookout
Meet your A.S. board of directors.
12 p.m. in the A.S. Barbeque pit
Contact 924-6269 or events@
as.sjsu.edu

SJspirit Meeting
Learn about this progressive and 
fully inclusive Christian organization 
on campus. 
5 p.m. at St. Paul’s church on the 
corner of 10th and San Salvador.
Contact Kelsey Mac at kelsey@
sjspirit.org

Free LDS Religion 
Class for Everyone
Come join us at the San Jose Institute 
of Religion, sponsored by the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. 7th St., adjacent 
to SJSU
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjo-
seca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 or 
www.ldsces.org/sanjose

Campus Pregnancy 
Support Team
Pregnant? Confused? Need sup-
port? We are here for you.
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the 
Student Union, Guadalupe Room.
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Hugh Gillis 
Hall, room 255.
Contact a trained peer coun-
selor at (408) 376-1233 or 
cpst.sjsu@gmail.com, or for a 
list of our services, visit sites.
google.com/site/cpstsjsu

LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group
A supportive, empowering, confi -
dential environment for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
questioning and intersex SJSU 
students to share, discuss and ex-
plore their personal experiences. 
12 to 1:30 p.m. in the LGBT 
Resource Center, 1st fl oor of 
Building BB between Campus 
Village Building C and the Aquatic 
Center.
Contact Angela Krumm at 
(408) 924-5910.

International Week 
Food Festival — 
Jamaica
Don’t worry, be happy with fi ve 
bean salad with Caribbean mango 
dressing, Jamaican jerk chicken, 
fried banana plantains, Haitian 
coconut rice and beans, ginger 
lime sweet potatoes and Carib-
bean pork with grilled pineapple 
salsa. $7.95 (or meal plan) for 
an all-you-can-eat lunch. Cultural 
entertainment included. 
SJSU Dining Commons. 
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

School of Art & 
Design Galleries
Gallery shows running from Nov. 
17 – Nov. 21: Gallery 2: Dina 
Rapele, Gallery 3: Hedwig Heer-
schop, Gallery 5: Crystal Stader, 
Gallery 8: Lydia Richardson, Black 
Gallery: Andrea Dawson, Herbert 
Sanders Gallery: Eusebio Lozano.
Contact Ace Antazo at SJSU_
Galleries@yahoo.com

International Week 
Mocktail Olympics
Enjoy alcohol-free drinks at the 

Mocktail Olympics. Compete 
with a team to make the best 
mocktail or just relax and chill. 
Plays games, get information on 
international programs and meet 
other students. Free. Prizes for 
drink competitions.
3 to 5 p.m. in the University 
Room. 
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

International Week 
Movie Night
“Ciao Professore!” is a fi lm about 
an Italian teacher who learns 
more from his students than they 
do from him. Free. 
8 to 10 p.m. at the International 
House, 360 S. 11th St.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
8 to 10 p.m. in the Event Center, 
Aerobics Room.
Contact Kristen Tom at (650) 
270-4507.

International Week 
Food Festival — 
India
Enjoy Indian food with pickled 
cucumber and tomato with tarra-
gon and lemon salad, basmati rice 
and naan bread, shrimp masala 
cooked Punjabi style in curry, 
palak paneer (spinach cooked 
with cheese), chicken tandoori, 
aloo ghobi (potatoes with 
caulifl ower) and saba bhindi (okra 
cooked with ginger, garlic and 
spices). $7.95 for an all-you-can-
eat lunch (or meal plan). Cultural 
entertainment included. 
SJSU Dining Commons.
Contact Judy Rickard at Judy.
Rickard@sjsu.edu

International Week 
Presentation — 
Campus Diversity 
Master Plan
Dr. Rona Halualani shares how 
the SJSU campus diversity plan 
was started and its progress 
to date with mini-team chairs 
presenting progress on their 
objectives and Inclusive Excel-
lence Fellows discussing campus 

SPARTASPARTAGUIDGUIDE
17TODAY

EVENTS CALENDAR

19 WEDNESDAY

18 TUESDAY

Pablo Zubizarreta was 2 years 
old when fi ve members of the 
Pallott ine religious community 
at St. Patrick’s Church were mur-
dered in his hometown of Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, on July 4, 
1976.

Th e fi ve victims were Father 
Alfredo Leaden, Father Alfredo 

Kelly, Father Pedro Dufau, Salva-
dor Barbeito and Emilio Barlett i. 
Th ey were killed by members of 
the Argentine Armed Forces be-
cause of their outspoken beliefs 
in the Catholic Church during 
a time when dictatorship and 
communism controlled Latin 
America.

Last Wednesday evening, “4 
de julio,” a documentary directed 
by Zubizarreta about the historic 
event, was shown in Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library as part 
of the 12th annual International 
Latino Film Festival in San Fran-
cisco, which began Nov. 7 and 
continues until Nov. 23. It was 
the fourth time the festival’s fi lms 
have been shown in San Jose.

Zubizarreta described Latin 
America during that time as a 
place needing change.

“During the 1960s, there were 
a lot of changes in 10 years in an 
institution developed over 2,000 
years,” Zubizarreta said. “Th e 
changes were so important and 
revolutionary that there was a big 
discussion in a Latin American 
church about modern ideas, and 
these murders tried to kill that 
voice that was trying to grow.” 

Michael Gorman, an associ-
ate professor from SJSU’s School 
of Social Work, said that over 
the summer the school’s study 
abroad program went to Argen-
tina and was given the opportu-
nity to go to the premiere of Zu-
bizarreta’s fi lm.

“It was a very powerful expe-
rience,” Gorman said. “Th e fi lm 
is a tribute to the persistentness 
and faithfulness to this message 
that truth will prevail.”

Zubizarreta said that at the 
documentary’s premiere in Ar-
gentina this summer, Gorman 
approached him and said he 
wanted to show this story to the 
American people and show the 
story in California. 

He said Gorman told him 
about the International Latino 
Film Festival in San Francisco. 
He gave a copy to the festival, 
which accepted it. Aft er that, 

faculty and SJSU students from 
the School of Social Work raised 
money to fl y Zubizarreta to San 
Jose so he could talk about the 
fi lm.

He said the process of making 
the fi lm was very hard because 
no one in the in the community, 
government or parish wanted to 
talk about the crime.

“At the beginning, we had 
testimonies of these people who 
knew the priests,” he said. “But 
we knew that in order to make a 
fi lm, we’d need more than that. 
Th e fi lm took six years to make 
because of the research and 
breaks during production. One 
diffi  cult thing that was hard to 
fi nd was the diary of a priest that 
had been killed. We had the ac-
cess to the last words that he 
wrote the night before the militia 
killed him.”

Th e documentary was more 
than 70 minutes long and 
touched on all of the aspects of 
Latin America’s history during a 
time when it was not OK to think 
diff erently than the country’s 
government.

Adriana Diaz, a sophomore 
international business major and 
exchange student from Puerto 
Rico, said she enjoyed the fi lm.

“I felt his work was important 
in highlighting human rights is-
sues,” she said.

Zubizarreta said viewers need 
to understand Latin America’s 
past to understand its present day.

“I hope they maybe under-
stand a litt le more what happened 
in Latin America,” he said. “Th e 
foreign minister’s policy was to 
stop communism. Th e minority 
of the population was never rep-
resented. Everyone who ruled 
the country was always the same. 
What is going on in Latin Ameri-
can now is very hopeful. I ask the 
new American government to let 
us grow and let us be and that is 
also the message of this fi lm.”

DANIELLE TORRALBA
Staff Writer

King Library screens documentary 
about murder of priests in Argentina, 
borrowed from San Fran fi lm festival

Online ExclusiveOnline Exclusive
For a podcast about the event go to 
www.theSpartanDaily.com

Director Pablo Zubizarreta chats with members of the San Jose 

community following a showing of his documentary “4 de julio” in the Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Library on Wednesday as part of the International Latino Film Festival.

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
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“Tuition is going up every 
year,” said Jesus Gomez, a senior 
political science major. “It’s go-
ing to be unavailable for lower 
and middle class Americans.” 

He added, “Th e politicians 
should really think about when 
they’re cutt ing education and 
(think about) the future of 
California.”

Andrae Macapinlac, a senior 
political science major and co-
host of the event, said students 
need to speak for themselves.

“I think it’s important for stu-
dents to be aware that if they stay 
silent, no one else will speak up 
for them,” he said.

Karpf also said students 
should be aware of the situation.   

“Th e powers that be would 
like you to think that the prob-
lems in California are beyond the 
power of individuals,” he said. 

“A lot of students think that 
these problems facing the Cali-
fornia budget and the CSU are 
far larger than they can aff ect any 
change. If they learn about what 
is happening and they band to-
gether and organize, they can af-
fect political change.” 

Elena Dorabji, a political sci-
ence lecturer, said that students 

need to take destiny into their 
own hands and reverse the bud-
get cuts.

“Two weeks ago, the Ameri-
can people spoke and decided 
we need a change,” she said. 
“If you can do it for (Barack) 
Obama, you can do it for your-
self. Th ere’s 400,000 of you in 
the state of California.”

Alongside the recent $66 mil-
lion dollar cut proposal, Maca-
pinlac said an additional $215 
million was taken from the CSU 
earlier this year, as well as $30 
million in early October this 
year, which he said CSU Chan-
cellor Charles Reed is willing to 
hand back.

Evelyn Th orne, a sophomore 
creative arts major, expressed 
concern about the eff ects of the 
budget cuts on her friends.

“I came out for the cause of 
stopping the budget cuts,” she 
said. “I have some good friends 
who were depending on Cal 
Grants and since they don’t have 
that anymore, they might not be 
able to go to school. And this 
is the only way I can do some-
thing for them.”

Julian Rosenberg, a senior po-
litical science major and member 

of the Alliance for the CSU, said 
tuition has increased by 10 per-
cent each year since 2002. 

“(Th e 10 percent increase) 
means we paid $360 more than 
we did last year and we’re going 
to pay $400 more next year than 
we did this year,” he said. 

“It keeps going up and it’s 
not stopping. We need to do 
something about that. If we 
don’t stand up for ourselves, 
who’s going to?”

Zachary Pallin, lead singer 
of Hunters, a senior political 
science major and a member 
of Students for Quality Educa-
tion, said, “Th is concert was a 
dream of ours.”

“(Students) need to be aware 
and active,” Pallin said. “It’s their 
money.” 

Adam Pallin, bassist for Hunt-
ers and Zachary Pallin’s brother, 
commented on the student 
turnout. He said that although 
the concert was taking place in 
the Campus Village Couryard, 
none of the students were inter-
ested enough to come out.

“I wish more people would 
stick around,” he said.  

“Young people came out in 
droves because of (Obama),” 

Pallin said. “If we can get a 
snowball eff ect like that, it 
would be great.” 

Pat Lopes Harris, SJSU’s 
media relations specialist, said 
the university plans on ad-
mitt ing 2,000 to 3,000 fewer 
students next fall because of 
the budget cuts. 

Rosenberg said he has already 
experienced the eff ects of the 
budget cuts. 

“Classes have gott en bigger, 
faculty’s more stressed out, coun-
seling has gott en worse, there’s 
still no air conditioning in (Dud-
ley Moorhead Hall) and nothing 
is really gett ing fi xed,” he said. 

Th is free concert was held 
by multiple student and activ-
ist organizations and four SJSU 
student bands.

Carina Valdes, a sophomore 
pre-med major, said, “Defi nitely 
we’re playing for the cause. We 
want people to come out and 
help support San Jose State and 
all the other schools that have 
been cut down because of the 
budget cuts.” 

Matt hew Cadena, a junior 
meteorology major, said that 
along with increasing student 
awareness, the concert brought 
students together.

“It’s music and everyone has 
their own litt le musical clique, 
but if you bring them together 
with diff erent kinds of music, it 
tends to draw people together,” 
he said.

Cadena further said he is 
worried about the eff ect the 
budget cuts will have on the 

meteorology department. 
“I knew there were budget 

cuts, but I didn’t know how se-
vere they were,” he said. “I’m in 
the meteorology department 
and we’re short classes as it is. If 
they start cutt ing my classes, that 
may postpone my graduation for 
a year or two.”

Benjamin Henderson, for-
mer A.S. President, said students 
need to make their voices heard 
nationwide because education is 
a national issue. 

“You may be asking yourself, 
‘What can you do?’” he said. 
“What we can do now is unite 
— the public schools, UCs, 
community colleges, faculty 
members, parents and other 
supporters to make our collec-
tive voice heard.” 

CONCERT                      ‘If they stay silent, 
no one else will speak up for them’ 

Students attend the Rock for Higher Education Concert on Thursday at the Campus Village Courtyard. The concert was meant to bring awareness 

and interest to budget cuts going on throughout California.

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily
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cultures,” Bricco said. “It is how 
we know about our culture and 
history.” 

He added that if someone 
buried a pot and no one touched 
it for thousands of years, it 
would still look the same when 
it was discovered and would tell 
a story about a culture. 

In addition to being a stu-
dent, teaching classes at SJSU 
and working two other jobs, he 
still fi nds time to spend at his 
studio on campus.

“He is very hardworking, 
very dedicated and involved 
into his work,” Koch said.

Bricco said the Ceramics Guild 
has been around for 25 years non-
stop, and it helps create a com-
munal environment on campus.

“My time as acting guild 
president has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences I 

have had during my time here 
at San Jose State University,” 
Bricco said.

He added that the guild runs 
itself, it just needs someone to 
steer it in the right direction.

Th e guild’s Web site stated 
that it comprises undergraduate 
and graduate students as well as 
community members.

“We present our work at our 
pott ery sales that happen twice 
a year,” said Presley Martin, the 
president of the Ceramics Art-
ists Guild at SJSU.

Koch added that the guild 
earns money from sales to buy 
ceramics equipment.

Bricco said that creating ce-
ramics is not a one-person job 
and that it is a very communal art.

When it comes to his art-
work, Bricco said there is a very 
fi ne line between knowing when 

a piece needs something else or 
it is completely done.

“You have to invent yourself 
every single time and be pa-
tient,” he said.

Bricco said that clay is a very 
forgiving material.

“If you mess up, you can al-
ways add more or remove clay,” 
he said.

Students can sell their art-
work at ceramics sales near the 
Art Building that are before 
Christmas and before Mother’s 
Day, Bricco said.

“Th ey get to keep 70 percent 
of the sales and 30 percent goes 
to the guild,” he added.

Th is year the fall sale will take 
place from Dec. 1 through Dec. 
4, Bricco said.

Th e guild uses that money 
to bring nationally recognized 
artists to campus and to buy 

materials, Koch said.
As an artist, Bricco fi nds 

himself constantly learning from 
people who view his art.

“Th ere is defi nitely satisfac-
tion knowing that you did a good 
job,” he said. “When you see 
people come to the gallery, you 
talk to them and they get it. Each 
viewer has their own life circum-
stances; people will see so many 
diff erent things in your work.”

Like many student organiza-
tions, the guild provides options 
to students to learn outside their 
major, he said.

“Ceramics is fun and very in-
expensive,” he said.

Th e ceramics department’s 
Web site added that its facili-
ties are open to students 24 
hours a day and they are en-
couraged to take advantage 
of them. 

                        ‘Each viewer has their own life circumstances; 
people will see so many different things in your work’
CERAMICS

Former professor celebrates birthday with poetry reading at History Park 

Nils Peterson celebrated his 
75th birthday in an unusual way. 
He read aloud to a group of 60 
or so people excerpts from his 
poetry. Th e birthday bash was 
organized by the Poetry Cen-
ter San Jose to honor the San 
Jose State emeritus professor. 
Friends, former co-workers and 
students packed the Empire 
Firehouse in History Park to 
hear Peterson read and refl ect 
on his poems.

Aft er being serenaded with 
“He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” by 
the audience, Peterson took the 

stage to thunderous applause.
“I speak at Ridge Wine a cou-

ple times a year and women come 
there to watch me weep, but usu-
ally I have to read a couple of po-
ems to start,” Peterson said.

His voice quivered as he read 
his fi rst poem, writt en for his fa-
ther’s birthday because he could 
not aff ord a present.

“If you had to make a living, 
this is the way to do it,” Peterson 
said.

Much of the inspiration of 
his poetry has to do with female 
relationships.

Peterson is described by his 
friend Robert Bly as a “gangly, 

greedy, innocent, utt erly incom-
petent lover.”

He read one of his science-
fi ction short stories to the audi-
ence about a growing city swal-
lowing the land.

Peterson became interested 
in poetry while in college be-
cause his group of friends were 
all writing.

“I thought, if they can do it, I 
can do it,” Peterson said.

Peterson taught at SJSU for 
more than 30 years. During this 
time he sang, painted and, of 
course, wrote poetry. 

“(I) met Nils in his last se-
mester of teaching,” said Sally 

Ashton, an English lecturer. “He 
was at one point a teacher, later a 
mentor, and now he is my friend 
and cohort.”

Peterson’s poems are made to 
make people laugh, he said, but 
there is a sub-level to them that 
makes the reader think.

“I love that Nils’ poetry is 
both approachable and com-
plex,” said John Engell, an Eng-
lish professor.

Peterson routinely read from 
his fi rst fully published book of 
poetry, “Th e Comedy of Desire.” 

He described poetry as “felt 
thought. It is the sweetness of 
language.”

He read a poem about two 
young, good-looking people 
walking down the street, and 
the man asks the women out 
and the poem ends with their 
happy marriage.

“We think (life) is this logical 
progression through time, but it 
is absolutely absurd,” Peterson 
said. “Can you think of anything 
more absurd than the history that 
brought you sitt ing here this af-
ternoon for my 75th birthday?”

Peterson was one of the two 
founders of the Poetry Center 
San Jose. Th e mission of the 
Poetry Center is to bring po-
etry into San Jose and to bring 

outsiders into the poetry com-
munity, said Kevin Arnold, the 
president of the poetry center.

“When I write a poem, I’m 
not just caught up in emotion, I 
am also caught up in what I am 
trying to say,” Peterson said.

One of the fi rst poems that he 
heard was about building a fence 
to keep in his dog, and he used 
this poem as an explanation for 
the emotional side of his poetry. 

“Th at poem is about build-
ing a fence and my dog, right? 
Wrong,” he said. “It is about 
writing poetry … about fi guring 
out how to keep in that which I 
love, so it doesn’t get away.”

ADAM MURPHY
Staff Writer

Randy Bricco looks into a mirror 

where his personal possessions and art are displayed. 

CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
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Th e SJSU Vietnamese Student 
Association celebrated its 30th 
anniversary this year, said Nghia 
Nguyen, president of the club.

Th e club was fi rst established 
in 1978 to encourage students 
to get involved with the Vietna-
mese community that was gro-
wing in San Jose at the time, ac-
cording to the introduction on the 
club’s Facebook.

“A lot of people don’t know 
much about (the Vietnamese cul-
ture),” Nguyen said of the younger 
generation of Vietnamese-Ameri-
cans losing their ties to and inter-
ests in the Vietnamese culture. 

Th e club now consists of 40 
to 60 active members, most-
ly Vietnamese-Americans who 
were either born in the U.S. or 
came to this country when they 
were young, Nguyen said. Th e 
club also has some Chinese and 
Filipino members.

Nhat Phung, a sophomore ac-
counting information systems ma-
jor, is a new member and also one 
of the students who immigrated to 
the U.S. at the age of 8. 

“I just wanted to get some 
contacts with all the Vietnamese 
people at school and just learn 
more about my culture,” he said. 
“I can relate to (the Vietnamese 
students) more than people from 

other nationalities.” 
Th e club tries to hold an event 

every week, whether it’s small or 
big, Nguyen said.

Although it is a Vietnamese 
club, the members are trying to in-
corporate the Vietnamese culture 
as well as the American culture 
into the events they hold.

“Some events have (the ele-
ments of) the Vietnamese cul-
ture. Some events, we go toward 
the American culture since a 
lot of us are here in the U.S.,” 
Nguyen said.

One of the recent big events 
was att ending the United Viet-
namese Student Associations of 
Northern California (UVSA) 
summit at University of California, 
Davis, in which VSAs from diff er-
ent universities came together 
with the Vietnamese community. 

Kevin Nguyen, a freshman 
international business major and 
a new member of VSA, said that 
through att ending the summit, 
he learned about his heritage 
and culture. 

“I came here when I was three, 
so I do want to keep in touch with 
my culture and learn more about 
it,” he said. “(An event like the 
summit) helps being a Vietna-
mese-American because you don’t 
want to lose your roots.” 

Th ey also had a Halloween 
party to include some Ameri-
can culture in their club activi-
ties, representing their identities 
not only as Vietnamese but also 
as Vietnamese-Americans, Nghia 
Nguyen said. 

He also said that in addition to 
hosting events, the club also in-
vites special speakers to its regular 
meetings to discuss topics such 
as Vietnamese history, heritage 
and culture and the Vietnamese-
American community. 

Th e club is also committ ed to 
helping out the Vietnamese com-
munity by being a translator for 
the old Vietnamese generation, in-
forming them of a certain program 
in their community, Nguyen said. 

“It’s a benefi t for (the mem-
bers),” Nguyen said. “As Viet-
namese, it’s really important to 
know where we come from, how 
we came to the U.S. and how we 
are today.”

From time to time, the mem-
bers go out and have mostly Viet-
namese food to get out of the daily 
routine of a regular meeting. 

Th e club meets every Wednes-
day from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Paci-
fi ca Room in the Student Union.

Nguyen said his goal as presi-
dent of the club is to strength-
en the bonding between the 
members and offi  cers and make 
the organization as active and 
strong as it once was, when he 

fi rst came to SJSU in 2003. 
“A lot of old members and of-

fi cers came from Vietnam, so it 
was very active,” he said. 

Upcoming events include 
a fundraising activity, Casino 
Night, on Nov. 21. A portion 
of the money raised will go to 
the funds for a bigger event 
in December, Winter Formal, 
a formal dinner that the club 
is planning. 

Anyone is welcome to come 
check out the club, Nguyen said. 

Angie Ngo, 

Vietnamese Student Association secretary.
CHRISTIAN GARRUCHO / Contributing Photographer

Vietnam is about more 
than just the Vietnam 
War, the motorcycles 

and “pho-noodle” soups.
A home to approximately 86 

million people, Vietnam has a 
unique culture that is not known 
to many Americans. 

“Culture is the vital parts of 
Vietnamese people’s life,” Vuong 
Hoang Yen, a Studies in Ameri-
can Language graduate student, 
wrote in an e-mail.

So are the Vietnamese holi-
days; there are a lot of festi-
vals that people in Vietnam 
celebrate.

Th e two most signifi cant and 
celebrated festivals among the 
Vietnamese in and out of the 
country are the Vietnamese New 
Year or “Tet Nguyen Dan” and 
the Mid-Autumn festival or “Tet 
Trung Th u,” said Hien Duc Do, 
a professor of social science and 
Asian American studies. 

According to Vietnam-Cul-
ture.com, the New Year is a fa-
mily-oriented festival that people 
celebrate for two to three weeks, 
bidding farewell to the past year 
and welcoming another year. 

During this celebration, peo-
ple usually cook traditional Viet-
namese dishes such as rice cakes, 
which are made of sticky rice with 
bean paste and pork, the same 
Web site stated. It is the time to 
wish everyone happiness and 
good health for the New Year. 

Th e Vietnamese celebrate the 
Mid-Autumn festival on the 15th 
day of the eighth month in the 
lunar calendar. It is a festival to 
celebrate the children, according 
to the same Web site.

“(Th e Vietnamese) want to 
make sure that we are reminded 
of the importance of the children 
in our culture,” Do said. 

During this festival, the chil-
dren wear masks, carry lanterns, 
parade in the street and eat their 
favorite dishes, which their pa-
rents prepare, according to the 
Th ingsAsian Web site. It may be 
a good time to visit Vietnam and 
immerse yourself in the Vietnam-
ese culture. 

In the U.S., the most popular 
Vietnamese food is pho. Th ere 
are a number of pho-noodle res-
taurants in San Jose alone. 

“(Pho) is reasonably priced,” 
Do said. “It’s good on winter 
days. It fi lls you up. It’s tasty and 
sort of a common-person food.” 

But there is more to Vietnam-
ese cuisine. A steamed-rolled 
rice pancake called “Banh cuon” 
is one of the dishes that Yen re-
commends Americans try. It is a 
Vietnamese rice-fl our crepe fi lled 
with a mix of pork, mushroom 
and other ingredients.

“One interesting thing about 
Vietnamese cuisine is that it’s 
a combination of Chinese and 
French cuisine, but less greasy,” 
Do said. Vietnamese food in-
cludes a lot of healthy dishes 
such as egg rolls and spring rolls, 
he added.

William Fan, a Chinese stu-
dent who joined the SJSU Viet-
namese Student Association this 
semester, said he has been learn-
ing a lot about the Vietnamese 
culture and its food, as he spends 
more time in the club. 

“Th ere’s a lot of good food,” 
Fan said. “I like pho, but avocado 
shakes are good.” 

Avocado shakes are made 
from fresh avocados, milk, ice 
and sweetened condensed milk, 
according to the Viet World 
Kitchen Web site. 

Yen, a student at SJSU, said 
there are a couple of delicious 
eateries around the campus 
such as Vung Tau, Bo Town and 
Dakao restaurants.

 “(Students in Vietnam) like 
to hang out with friends on the 
weekend or any free time they 
have,” she said. “Some places a 

group of friends usually go with 
are coff ee shops or restaurants 
that are aff ordable price, roughly 
U.S. $1 per coff ee cup or a dish 
of food.”

Th e popular cultures among 
the young generation in Viet-
nam are Korean and Taiwanese 
cultures, especially in movies, 
Yen said. 

As a result, the young Viet-
namese oft en imitate the cloth-
ing style of those cultures. 

“Th ere’s a lot of stereotypes 
of (Vietnam) that are not true 
that Americans should pay at-
tention to,” Do said. “Vietnam 
is more than just a war. It’s been 
a long time that the Vietna-
mese themselves have moved on. 
Th ere’s a lot of interesting things 
that are going on in Vietnam 
and the Vietnamese-American 
community.”

SJSU’s Vietnamese Student Association still strong at 30

Student Culture
The Motorcycle DiariesThe Motorcycle Diaries

Vietnam: Festivals, food and fun Articles by RIE NAKANISHI
Staff Writer

Nam Dinh Province performers dance on stilts as part of the Mid-Autumn

festival at Vietnam Museum of Ethnology in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Sept, 22, 2007.

Courtesy of AP Images

DID YOU KNOW?

Nov. 17-21 is International Week at SJSU.

TODAY’S EVENTS

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Jamaican Food Festival 
at the Dining Commons

3 to 5 p.m. - Mocktail Party 
at the Student Union’s University Room

8 to 10 p.m. - Movie Night 
at the International House on S. 11th Street

MONDAYNOVEMBER

17 20
08
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 Classifieds
HOUSING

SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 

EMPLOYMENT

ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC 
CLUB seeking professional, self-
motivated and energetic individu-
als who demonstrate excellence in 
customer service for the following 
positions: member services desk, 
cafe service, personal trainer, swim 
teacher, child care provider, tennis 
instructor. Please forward your re-
sume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a 
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. Do it in 
your spare time. www. GetPaidTo-
Think.com 

DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Preschool 
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/ 
T positions available. Substitute 
positions are also available that 
offer flexible hours. ECE units are 
required for teacher positions but 
not req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity for 
Child Development majors. Please 
call Shawna for an interview at 247-
6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF 
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
 Vector, the compay for students, 
has part-time openings available 
for customer sales/ service. The 
positions offer numerous unique 
benefits for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
 *Scholarships awarded annually 
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
 Earn income and gain experience! 
Watch for us on-campus throughout 
the semester, or CALL 866-1100 
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu 

FOOTBALL LEAGUE SEEKS IN-
TERNS interns needed for game 
day operations. All majors can ap-
ply. send resume to rbuchan86@
yahoo.com 

UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover 
Shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments. EXP. 
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

AFTER 
SCHOOL 

TEACHERS
K-8th private school seeks respon-
sible individuals for extended day-
care, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-
6pm M-F). No ECE units required. 
Previous experience with children 
a must. Please call 248-2464. 
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

RECREATIONAL GYMNASTICS 
COACH Airborne Gymnastics in 
Santa Clara is looking for male rec-
reational teachers to coach young 
boys gymnastics classes, tumbling 
and trampoline classes, and adult 
gymnastics classes. We are looking 
for energetic, innovative, and posi-
tive individuals who want to work 
with kids! Karate, Martial Arts, and 
Acro experience a plus. We train on 
site. Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Email resume to fun@
airborne-gymnastics.com or call 
408-986-8226 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT Look-
ing for a personal assistant for part 
time to help professional get better 
organized. (408)416-6785. 

SERVICES

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts 
(408)469-5999 

LOST & FOUND

CAMPUS KEY FOUND Between 
the Engineering and Administration 
buildings. When you call please de-
scribe the key chain. Contact MIke 
at 408 509-7979. 

VOLUNTEERS

YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project 
Inspire After School Program. -Be a 
tutor or a mentor! -Make a difference 
at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Over-
felt, or Andrew Hill High School. In-
terested candidates please contact: 
Carolina Avalos, Volunteer Coordi-
nator, at (408) 510-4281 or cava-
los@ywca-sv.org 

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  

The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  

A minimum of three lines is required. 

Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.

MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4

RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 

$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  

• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount

SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  

STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  

Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 

Frequency discount does not apply.

www.thespartandaily.com

DISCLAIMER

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is 

there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of 

paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 

advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or 

addresses for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when 

making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending 

money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms 

offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?

Need a Roommate
with a Job?
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dents were encouraged to try 
their hand at making homemade 
paper from recycled copies of 
the Spartan Daily and the San 
Jose Mercury News shredded 
and mixed into the water. Club 
members showed students how 
to use the homemade paper as 
art by shaping it and adding glit-
ter and color.

“Making paper is a good ex-
ample of how easy things can be 
reused,” said Lena Her, an envi-

ronmental studies major.
Th e word “slutt y” was dis-

played on the Student Union 
walls to show support of a move-
ment against the use of virgin pa-
per, said ERC director Anna Le. 
Th e campaign encourages stu-
dents to use backsides of paper, 
print on both sides of paper and 
to purchase recycled paper.

“Th ink before you buy some-
thing,” said Megan Abadie, an en-
gineering graduate student, “and 

decide if what you are buying is 
recycled or can be reused.”

According to the center, 15 
percent of San Jose’s landfi ll is 
post-consumer paper, contribut-
ing to the national use of 3.2 bil-
lion reams of paper each year.

In association with America 
Recycles Day, a national recy-
cling event, SJSU Recycles Day 
was previewed last week by the 
hanging of two banners made 
of clothing and water bott les to 

physically show the extent of 
waste on campus.

“Each day about 1,300 to 
1,500 water bott les are used and 
wasted,” Kamoroff  said. “We just 
want to raise that awareness.”

Kamoroff  warned against the 
continued use of water bott les in-
tended for one-time use because 
they are known to release a po-
tentially harmful chemical called 
Bisphenol A. 

A study by the Centers for 

Disease Control on the chemical 
has concluded that it has adverse 
eff ects on hormones and the 
neurobehavioral and reproduc-
tive systems.

“Th e easiest way for students 
to begin to reduce their waste is 
to buy reusable water bott les,” 
Kamoroff  said as she and club 
members gave away free bott les 
to student participants.

Th e organizations tried to 
emphasize the use of reusable 

water bott les as both fi nancially 
and environmentally friendly.

“Th e cost of the bott les pay 
for themselves within a few uses,” 
Her said.

Along with the water bott les, 
SJSU Recycles Day gave students 
the chance to receive free light 
bulbs, shopping bags, batt eries, 
butt ons, pens and binders fi lled 
with recycled scratch paper.

Games were played to in-
form students on waste aware-
ness, as well as engage them in 
fun activities.

“SJSU Recycles Day gives us 
the chance to get out our mes-
sage and interact with other stu-
dents,” Kamoroff  said.

SJSU has made the eff ort to 
become more environmentally 
conscious by providing a green 
version of the “blue book” made 
from 100 percent recycled paper. 
Th e Associated Students Print 
Shop uses 40 percent recycled 
paper products. And in 2007, 
SJSU recovered 80 percent of the 
trash collected on campus, ac-
cording to the resource center.

“I think our generation is be-
coming more aware of the en-
vironment,” Abadie said. “Th e 
(green) trend is a good trick 
to get students involved. Even 
though it is a trend, it is bett er 
than not trying at all.”

For Abadie, reducing her im-
pact on the environment has been 
diffi  cult. She said she att empted to 
start a compost pile in her apart-
ment and failed four times.

“It got really disgusting be-
cause maggots got into it,” she 
said. “I would suggest having a 
compost pile in a garden, not an 
apartment.”

                   15 percent of city’s landfi ll is post-consumer paper, says environmental centerRECYCLE
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The Chess Club 

plays chess on Nov. 

6 in front of the Art 

Building. The Chess 

Club is open to 

all SJSU students 

and meets every 

Thursday from 11 

a.m. to 3 p.m.

DEREK SIJDER / 
Spartan Daily



Dear college graduates of 2009,  
I regret to inform you that there 

are no jobs available for you at 
this time.

Best of luck,
Th e Real World

And no, I am not talking about 
the reality show on MTV.

Ouch, rejection from the big 
bad world is almost like salt in an 
open wound, especially aft er all 
those years and loans you invested 
into school, isn’t it?

Well, I thought I’d prep all you 
college readers for what rejec-
tion feels like because, according 
to a CNN report, the job market 
is going to be sour for the class 
of 2009.

Aft er I read that article, my ea-
gerness for graduating in the spring 
spiraled down the toilet with the 
rest of my hopes and dreams. It 
made me think a lot harder about 
what my next move aft er gradua-
tion would be.

OK, so let’s say the almighty 
CNN is right, and there is no hope 
— what will be your next step?

Are you willing to re-evaluate 
your “plans” or at least put them 
on hold because of what some ex-
perts say?

Well, look, there is always an 

upside to life and that is that you 
have options. 

And I’d like to lay a few out 
for you.

Option A: You can try your luck 
sending out resumes, calling every 
company in the area and stalking 
corporate execs (it couldn’t hurt).

Option B: Stay in school and 
get another degree and wait until 
economic hell freezes over.

Option C: Start that band 
you always wanted or audition for 
“Flavor of Love” or “Beauty and 
the Geek.”

Option D: Work on accom-
plishing one of your many dreams 
you’ve put on the back burner be-
cause of school such as dog walker, 
nomad or caricature artist.

So, once I analyzed it from that 
approach, I decided to take a few 
more minutes to peruse the article 
again and let the right side of my 
brain kick in.

I began to think a litt le more 
holistically about this current eco-
nomic dilemma that possibly could 
deter me from a few hours of sleep.

I analyzed the situation and 
came to the conclusion that this 
so-called job scare is going to come 
and go just like a horrid, scratch-
your-eyes-out fashion trend.

I thought an appropriate com-
parison would be to contrast the 
stalemate job market to the weird 
love of ugly sponge-like footwear 
known as Crocs, which do not look 
good on anyone who isn’t under 
the age of 10. 

I think the sour job market’s 

destiny will play out just like the 
life span of those ugly shoes. 

Crocs came into our lives, stirred 
up a litt le frenzy in our youth and 
middle-aged adults with their hun-
dreds of assorted colors, and then 
they slowly, eventually left . Bett er 
late than never, I say.  

So, to my future fellow grads, 
I hope I have enlightened some of 
you with the idea that on gradua-
tion day, those printed words on 
your college degree are not the 
Holy Grail of your future, but 
more of a small eight-by-10-inch 
contract of proof that you stayed 
dedicated to something for a cer-
tain time span.

When it comes to trying to fi nd 
your place in the world, whether 
you’re starting out doing what you 
want or not, it’s always bett er to go 
in with “glass half full” mentality 
rather than the “glass half empty” 
thinking. 

So, drink up.
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I’ve decided that I’m going to start is-
suing an “Idiot of the Month Award.”

Th is month’s winners are Brian Tirao 
Deguzman, Allen Tam Vu and Arman-
do Anaya Mendez, who were inspired 
by sources no less ridiculous than the 
“Ocean’s Eleven” movie to rob a Wells 
Fargo bank in San Jose.

Now, the dictionary defi nition of 
the word “idiot” is “a simple, unlearned 
person.” 

It would seem that a trio that can be 
convinced to rob a Wells Fargo based 
on what they saw in a big-budget movie 
involving casino robberies and George 
Clooney would be rather fi tt ing of 
this title.

It was an inside job, according to an 
article in the San Jose Mercury News. 
Deguzman was the branch manager, 
and Mendez, who also worked there, 

was responsible for ordering a large sum 
of money, unseasonably, in preparation 
for the robbery.

Th eir friend, Vu, wearing the fool-
proof disguise of a hat and sunglasses, 
grabbed Mendez from outside the 
branch, walked him in and demanded 
that he and Deguzman open the safe.

Th e money was handed to him in a 
nice paper bag, and Vu walked off .

Interestingly, though, Vu made 
off  with some undisclosed six-fi gure 
amount. According to the article, this is 
prett y rare, since most robbers make it 
out with perhaps a few thousand dollars.

Th e order of the unseasonable extra 
money I mentioned was the red fl ag that 
helped catch the trio.

It’s one of those cases in which the 
thinking is so smart that it’s stupid. Even 
in the realm of movie plots, this idiot 
trio, who apparently spent months plan-
ning this robbery post “Ocean’s Eleven” 
viewing, should have realized the goofy 
amount of loopholes contained within 
their plan, which within 14 hours of its 
hatching had already seen their capture.

It all opens up so many questions. If 

“Ocean’s Eleven” inspired them to rob 
a bank, would “Th ree Amigos” have in-
spired them to don large hats and ride 
mules around some desert, searching for 
a silent spaghett i western to star in?

Would “Wild Hogs” have inspired 
a cross-country motorcycle trip laced 
with poor humor?

Th is opens up a whole discussion 
about stimulus and how much responsi-
bility it holds for the actions of the dumb.

Aft er the Columbine shootings, the 
computer game “Doom” and the music 
of Marilyn Manson became scapegoats 
as the key bad infl uences that caused the 
kids to go wrong.

But really, am I to believe that every 
psychotic killer listens to some sort of 
teen-goth music and plays violent video 
games? Are there no more wild-eyed 
gunmen who listen to the Beatles and 
play pinball?

Besides that, I played a dispropor-
tionate amount of “Mortal Kombat” 
through my middle-school years, and 
not once did I decapitate, yank a spi-
nal cord out of or set fi re to any of my 
classmates.

A recent porn forum at SJSU de-
scribed pornography as an evil force that 
seeks to ruin people’s lives by creating 
within said people a sudden, insatiable 
urge to either have ridiculous amounts 
of sex or at least shave their pubic hair. 

Again, though, this doesn’t mesh be-
cause I have trouble believing that any-
one who watches the sordid plots con-
tained within pornography should really 
think that pizza girls really do strip down 
and do the nasty when they deliver.

It’s fairly obvious, to me, at least, 
that when people snap aft er a round 

of “Grand Th eft  Auto” and a midnight 
viewing of “Th e Naughty Nurses” that 

it has more to do with the fact that 
the person in question is not playing 
with a full deck than with his or her me-
dia choices.

But people continue to att empt to 
ban types of music, video games and 
pornography because it gives our chil-
dren these nasty ideas they wouldn’t 
have come across on their own.

Th e great part about this robbery 
story is that I simply can’t imagine a 
group of church ladies sitt ing around a 
table for tea saying, “Well, that ‘Ocean’s 
Eleven’ movie is a danger, and I knew it 
all along. Th at Matt  Damon is destroy-
ing our youth, am I right, ladies?”

If they had been playing “Halo” be-
fore the robbery, I’m sure that there 
would be some sort of backlash from the 
tea ladies, as there would be if they had 
watched “Natural Born Killers.”

But they watched “Ocean’s Eleven.” 
No one is going to ban “Ocean’s Eleven.”

Right?

ANGELO 
LANHAM

Maybe certain people shouldn’t be allowed to watch any TVMaybe certain people shouldn’t be allowed to watch any TV

“Insert Witty Statement Here” appears 

every other Monday. John Hornberg is the 
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“Yes, I Have a Point” appears every 

Monday. Angelo Lanham is a Spartan 

Daily student culture editor.

DANIELLE 
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Danielle Torralba is a Spartan 

Daily staff writer.

YES, I HAVE 
A POINT

This opens up a whole 
discussion about 
stimulus and how 
much responsibility 
it holds for the actions 
of the dumb.

Work after college? Outlook grim

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Whither goest thou, America, 
in thy shiny car in the night?”
JACK KEROUAC
“On the Road,” Part 2, Ch. 3. 

It’s basic common sense, I would hope, 
not to tease large predators. Th ey have sharp 
teeth and ill temperaments, and oft en have the 
physical prowess to make even the most pre-
pared humans pay for their transgressions.

Last Christmas, a tiger named Tatiana 
leapt out of her enclosure at the San Fran-
cisco Zoo, att acking and injuring the Dhali-
wal brothers and killing their friend Carlos 
Sousa Jr.

Th e two survivors — brothers Paul and 
Kulbir Dhaliwal — fi nally fi led a lawsuit 
against the city of San Francisco and the zoo, 
alleging that the zoo was negligent in keep-
ing them safe in the incident.

Th e added twist to the lawsuit was the 
alleged civil rights violations included. 
Th e Dhaliwal brothers claimed the city im-
pounded the car the group took to the site 
and didn’t fi le a warrant to search it for two 
weeks. Th e lawsuit also accuses Sam Sing-
er, the crisis management spokesman the 
zoo hired to handle the situation, of libel 

and slander.
Th e public has not been 

kind to the Dhaliwal broth-
ers or Sousa. Singer’s fi rm 
said they taunted the tiger 
to a point where it att acked, 
an accusation that may not 
be so libelous. 

Even the Sousa family’s 
lawyer, Michael Cardoza, 
thinks the public percep-
tion has hurt the Dhaliwals’ 

case against the city and the zoo. He said the 
negative att ention the two have received was 
a key factor in the fi ling of the lawsuit in fed-
eral court rather than county court, he said 
to the San Francisco Chronicle.

One of the claims not in dispute is the 
problem with the tiger enclosure. Th e wall 
for it was only 12 feet tall — almost four feet 
below the suggested height by the American 
Zoological Association. Th e wall has since 
been increased to 19 feet.

But the tiger grott o was built in 1940, and 
it took almost seven decades for an incident 
like this one to happen.

A witness at the zoo also said there was a 
group shouting at the animals shortly before 
the tiger leapt out.

Aft er the att ack happened, the Chronicle 
reported that the Dhaliwals rebuff ed at-
tempts by authorities to get their names, the 
name of the victim, Sousa, and accounts of 
what happened. 

Unless they had done something wrong, 
what did the Dhaliwals have to hide?

Th ey had reason to not own up to what 
happened because the most damning piece 
of evidence against the Dhaliwals came from 
the brothers themselves. Paul Dhaliwal ad-
mitt ed to San Francisco Police that the group 
was taunting the tigers in their enclosure that 
day, according to reports from both CNN 
and the Chronicle.

An att ack like this doesn’t happen by ran-
dom chance, and Paul Dhaliwal’s admission 
proved it. Th e only way the three could have 
asked for it more was to dress as giant foam 
T-bone steaks and hop into the enclosure.

Th e Dhaliwal brothers’ trustworthiness 
took a major blow just a few weeks aft er the 
att ack, when Paul was caught shoplift ing vid-
eo game controllers from a local Target store, 
violating his parole from a previous incident 
and landing him behind bars for 16 months. 

Kulbir Dhaliwal’s record isn’t exactly 
spotless, either. Both brothers were arrested 
in September 2007 for public intoxication 
and resisting arrest.

What signifi cance do these incidences 
have on the att ack itself? Litt le, but it does 
show the world what kind of people are at-
tempting to extract several million dollars 
from a city and a zoo that are already millions 
of dollars in debt.

It’s also enough to say the Dhaliwals aren’t 
telling the truth, or at least not telling the 
whole truth. A random stick or cup thrown 
into the enclosure would explain everything 
and doom the brothers’ lawsuit.

Cardoza told the Chronicle that there is 
no evidence that the group taunted the tigers. 
And he’s right: Th ere’s no hard evidence to 
prove that fact. Th e trouble is that, following 
the sequence of events, there’s a whole lot of 
circumstantial evidence that says it was the 
Dhaliwals’, not the tiger’s, fault.

Th e evidence is mounting that all Tatiana 
the tiger did was act like the deadly preda-
tor she was. She wasn’t any more dangerous 
than the other tigers in the enclosure, and 
the Dhaliwal brothers don’t deserve anyone’s 
money or sympathy for what happened.

If you taunt the deadly predator, 
don’t be surprised if it kills you

JOHN 
HORNBERG

INSERT WITTY 
STATEMENT HERE
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RENO, Nev. — Jarron Gilbert 
placed his name in SJSU foot-
ball history during a game many 
Spartans would like to forget.

Th e SJSU defense gave up 41 
points to Nevada on Saturday, 
the most since allowing 42 to 
Hawaii in October 2007. A ma-
jor highlight for the Spartans was 
that Gilbert broke the school re-
cord for career tackles for loss.

“It feels good,” Gilbert said. 
“But I wish we had a win to go 
along with it.” 

Gilbert came into the game 
one tackle for loss behind Lyneil 
Mayo, who had 40 ½ when he 
played at SJSU from 1989 to 1990. 
It did not take long for Gilbert to 
tie the record as he took down 
Nevada running back Vai Taua for 
a fi ve-yard loss on the Wolf Pack’s 
second play of the game.

Th ree plays into Nevada’s sec-
ond drive, Gilbert just missed 
breaking the record when he took 
down Taua at the line of scrimmage. 
Gilbert, however, would break the 
record later on that drive by tackling 
Taua for a loss of three yards.

“I’m proud of his accomplish-
ment,” said cornerback Coye Fran-
cies. “I’m still bitt er from the defeat, 
but I’m pleased to hear that.”

Gilbert was nearly silent sta-
tistically aft er breaking the re-
cord, and did not record another 
solo tackle until 8:30 left  to play 
in the fourth quarter. Gilbert 
fi nished the game with four solo 
tackles and one assisted tackle.

Going into the game, Gilbert 
led the nation in tackles for loss, 
helping a unit that was ranked 
No. 21 in total defense and 28 in 
scoring defense.  

In the four games preceding the 
Nevada contest, Gilbert averaged 
three tackles for loss per game, 
helping SJSU go 2-2 in that span.

“He’s had a great year,” head 
coach Dick Tomey said. “He’s 
had the best year of any interior 
linemen I have been around.”

Heading into the season, Gil-
bert had 20 tackles for loss and 
7.5 in each of his last two sea-
sons, but was tied for the WAC 
lead among active players with 
Solomon Elimimian of Hawaii.

Gilbert, however, has not 
always played defensive tackle 
and has made the switch from 
defensive end midway through 
last season. In that season, Gil-
bert was named second team All-
WAC. He was the only defensive 

lineman on the Spartans to start 
every game and was second on 
the team in sacks with four.

Next weekend, Gilbert could 

play the fi nal game of his college 
career against rival Fresno State.

SJSU is currently in fourth 
place in the WAC aft er losing the 

last two games and the Fresno  
State game could decide whether 
the Bulldogs or Spartans play in a 
bowl game this season.

“Th is game means a lot,” 
Gilbert said. “Th is series is one 
of the most memorable in my 
career here.”

RENO, Nev. — On its trip 
to Reno, SJSU couldn’t come up 
with lucky No. 7.

Colin Kaepernick, Vai Taua 
and the rest of the University of 
Nevada off ense powered the Wolf 
Pack to a 41-17 victory over the 
Spartans (6-5, 4-3 WAC) on Sat-
urday at Mackay Stadium in Reno.

Sophomore quarterback 
Kaepernick rushed 16 times for 
147 yards and two touchdowns 
for Nevada (6-4, 4-2 WAC), 
while running back Taua carried 
the ball 18 times for 125 yards 
and a touchdown of his own. 

Th e loss puts SJSU’s Western 
Athletic Conference record at 
4-3, creating a possible must-win 
game against Fresno State on Fri-
day if the Spartans intend to go 
to a bowl game.

SJSU is already bowl-eligible, 
but the crowded conference stand-
ings may give SJSU incentive to 
grab its seventh win of the season. 

Nevada jett ed to a 17-0 fi rst-
half lead and SJSU never cut the 
diff erence to less than 14 points 
from that point on.

“Th ey’ve got the best (rushing 
att ack) in the country, and that’s 
all you need to know,” said Spar-
tan head coach Dick Tomey. “I 
mean they lead the nation in rush-
ing because they’ve got a quarter-

back that’s a tremendous running 
threat and has a great arm. He’s 
grown a lot since last year. Since 
we played him last year, he’s made 
tremendous improvement.”

Th e rushing att ack for SJSU 
didn’t go as smoothly, as the 
Spartans totaled minus-23 yards 
on the ground.

SJSU quarterback Kyle Reed 
completed 15 of 27 passes for 215 
yards and found wide receiver 
David Richmond nine times for 
91 yards and two touchdowns.

Terrance Williams added 101 
yards on four catches.

“It was litt le bett er than last 
week,” Tomey said about the 

off ense. “We couldn’t run the 
ball, but nobody’s run the ball 
against (Nevada). And we prett y 
much gave up on it in the second 
half. I think there was some prog-
ress from last week against a bet-
ter team than last week, but ob-
viously we’re not good enough 
right now.”

On SJSU’s second play of the 
fourth quarter, Reed fumbled 
aft er being hit from behind by 
Nevada defensive end Kevin 
Bapsed. Wolf Pack linebacker 
Joe Easter recovered the fumble 
and Reed left  the game with a 
groin injury.

Reed was relieved by senior 
Sean Flynn, who fi nished the 
game completing 5 of 14 passes 
for 86 yards.

Nevada outgained SJSU in to-
tal off ensive yards, 525 to 278.

“Th ey were clearly a bet-
ter team,” Tomey said. “It was a 
group eff ort on our part. I don’t 
think anybody played well or 
coached well enough.”

By the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, SJSU trailed 31-17, but 
a 33-yard fi eld goal by Nevada 
kicker Brett  Jaekle and a 6-yard 
run by Kaepernick put the con-
test out of reach with just over 
seven minutes to go.

“I thought we were back into 
the game,” Richmond said. “A 
couple things didn’t go our way.”

Spartan cornerback Coye 
Francies said the SJSU defense 
experienced similar luck.

“We didn’t get any takeaways 
and we gave up a lot of big plays 
and we missed a lot of tack-
les,” Francies said. “Th e whole 
day was just not a good day for 
the defense.”

Th e Wolf Pack off ense convert-
ed 7 of 17 third down att empts 
against the Spartans’ defense, 
some of which came at the most 
inopportune times, Tomey said.

“Th ey hurt us badly on third-
and-a-million plays about four 
times against the defense,” Tom-
ey said. “We had a chance to get 
them stopped and we just couldn’t 
make the play on third down.”

In hopes of generating an 
off ense spark, Francies played 
one down at quarterback for 
the Spartans.

Th e senior took a direct snap 
from center but was tackled for 
a loss of fi ve yards. Tomey said it 
was unlikely that Francies would 
see playing time on off ense again.

“I think we spread him a litt le 
too thin today probably, and we 
need to not do that,” Tomey 
said.

Tomey added that Francies 
had played most of the season 
with broken ribs and a dislocat-
ed thumb.

“A lot of teams right now, 
ourselves included, are just kind 
of patched together with tape,” 
Tomey said. “You’re just trying 
to get through the season as best 
you can.”

Sports
theSpartanDaily.com

8

Multimedia ExclusiveMultimedia Exclusive
For an audio slideshow and podcast 
go to www.TheSpartanDaily.com

SJSU falls to Nevada, sees bowl hopes fadeSJSU falls to Nevada, sees bowl hopes fade
MARK POWELL
Sports Editor

RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

Gilbert leads nation, makes history in tackles for loss

Nevada quarterback Colin Kaepernick rushes past diving SJSU

cornerback Roger Hinojosa during the Spartans’ 41-17 loss to the Wolf Pack on Saturday. 

Kaepernick rushed for two touchdowns and 147 yards on the day, leading a stellar Nevada 

offense that combined for 525 total yards.
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Defensive tackle Jarron Gilbert

(left) wraps up Nevada running back Vai Taua during the 

Spartans’ 41-17 loss to University of Nevada on Saturday. 
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