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A.S. passes disability resolutionLt. Gov. 
Garamendi 
concerned
with tuition Associated Students unanimously 

passed a resolution in hopes of  making 
advising more accessible to students with 
disabilities. 

Right now, the resolution is only an 
A.S. endorsement for future improve-
ments, and it still needs to go through a 
few steps before it will go through com-

pletely, said Lennon Protho-Jones, the di-
rector of  campus advising affairs, during 
Wednesday’s A.S. meeting.

Protho-Jones and A.S. President Benja-
min Henderson both worked to create the 
resolution with the help of  the director of  
the Disability Resource Center, Martin 
Schulter. 

“The resolution encourages SJSU to 
hire a full-time counselor for G.E. and 
major advising to be available in the Dis-

ability Resource Center to help students,” 
Henderson said. 

He also said the resolution plans to cre-
ate an advising hub, or task force, to work 
with the various colleges on campus in or-
der to help create better major advising 
for the disability-center students.

During the A.S. meeting, Protho-Jones 
and Schulter explained the rationale be-
hind the resolution. 

Both said there are 1,100 students reg-

istered with the disability students and 
only fi ve counselors available to them. 
That breaks down to 220 students for 
each counselor. Of  those fi ve counselors, 
only one is trained as a General Educa-
tion adviser.

None of  the counselors work directly 
with faculty advisors to manage major 
advising and disability management, ac-The California State University 

system’s board of  trustees voted 
to approve its budget proposal on 
Wednesday, said CSU spokesman 
Paul Browning.

“The CSU will need $73 mil-
lion for the upcoming school year,” 
he said. “Student fees and state 
funding are our only sources of  
revenue.”

If  fees increase, it is because the 
system needs more money to pay 
faculty and facilities, he said.

Lt. Gov. John Garamendi said 
in a phone conference Wednesday 
that he was concerned about the 
rising cost of  tuition in the UC and 
CSU systems.

“Prior to 1990, schools were 
funded by public funds,” Gara-
mendi said. “Anyone could go to 
any university regardless of  in-
come. Unfortunately, we have tak-
en a turn for the worse.”

Garamendi said that 1.6 mil-
lion high school graduates did not 

Would create a comprehensive advising program for disabled students
Staff  Writer

By HEATHER NACHT

Group pitches overnight advocacy
Justine Ouano, a senior sociology major, met friends to set up tents at the Smith-Carlos Statue for the National Campus Sleep Out on Wednesday.

Students 
help 

clean up 
oil spill

More than 58,000 gallons of  
fuel oil leaked into the San Fran-
cisco Bay on Nov. 7 as the Cosco 
Busan container ship swiped one of  
the western anchorages of  the Bay 
Bridge, said Karen Benzel, public 
affairs director for the International 
Bird Rescue Research Center. 

She said as of  Nov. 16, 970 
birds are in care, 1,113 birds have 
been found dead, 38 birds have 
been released and more than 30 
beaches have been closed as a re-
sult of  the spill.

Benzel said the oil spill is the most 
severe spill inside the San Francisco 
Bay since 1971, when more than 
900,000 gallons of  oil spilled after 
two oil tankers collided in the fog 
near the Golden Gate Bridge.

Professors from around the Bay 
Area got involved with the cleanup.

William Russell, an environmen-
tal studies professor and a resident of  
San Francisco, noticed the spill two 
days after it occurred.

Russell said as soon as he saw the 
oil on Ocean Beach, he went home, 
got some rubber gloves and started 
cleaning up as much oil as he could.

Russell, who lives right along 
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CSU Budget Talk

Students, activists and commu-
nity members set up camp in front of  
SJSU’s Smith-Carlos Statue Wednes-
day evening to raise awareness for a 
national cause with local roots.

The event was held by the Gulf  
Coast Civic Works Project, a move-
ment started at SJSU to create 
100,000 living-wage jobs for hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita survivors to 
rebuild their own communities.

The night of  camping, titled “A 
National Campus Sleep Out: A New 
Deal for the Gulf  Coast,” began at 7 
p.m., and involved speakers as well as 
video presentations highlighting the 
current situation in the Gulf  Coast, 

where many residents are still living 
in trailers provided by the federal 
government. 

Students were encouraged to spend 
the night on campus in tents in sup-
port of  displaced hurricane survivors.

“We have strayed far off  course,” 
said Marcus Kilgore, a junior sociol-
ogy major, to the crowd. “When peo-
ple are hurting, we help each other 
out; we don’t sit and think about it.”

Kilgore said that had witnessed 
the devastation of  New Orleans 
fi rsthand when he and other mem-
bers of  the project traveled to the 
Gulf  Coast in January.

About 150 people participated 
in the events Wednesday evening, 

Committee aims for smoke-free campus 

In the early 1960s, a high school teacher asked his 
class if  anyone smoked.  One fourteen-year old stu-
dent raised her hand and was asked to smoke a ciga-
rette in front of  the class while the teacher monitored 
her heart rate and blood pressure.  

At the time, the dangers associated with smoking 
were not well understood, said Michele Mashburn, an 
SJSU masters student in sociology, whose mother had 
volunteered to be the class guinea pig. 

Mashburn, a peer health educator, was one of  the 
organizers of  the The Great American Smokeout, 
an event held Nov. 14 urging students not just to quit 
smoking for the day, but also for good. Volunteers for 
the event were collecting signatures petitioning for a 
smoke-free campus, said peer-health educator Gina 
Vittori.

For Mashburn, who said she has watched her moth-
er struggle with cigarette addiction, helping people to 
quit smoking is an issue she feels strongly about.  

“She’s tried medication. She’s tried the patch. She’s 
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By SARRAH S. NGUYEN 
AND KRISTIN FURTADO

Debate continues over SJSU’s current smoking policy
SARRAH S. NGUYEN // 
Spartan Daily

Matthew Heluza, a 
freshman management 
information systems 
major, signed a petition 
in support of a smoke-
free campus on Thursday.

• “The CSU will need $73 
million for the upcoming 
school year. Student fees and 
state funding are our only 
sources of  revenue.” – CSU 
spokesman Paul Browning

• “Prior to 1990, schools were 
funded by public funds ... 
anyone could go to any uni-
versity regardless of  income.” 
– Lt. Gov. John Garamendi

• “Students who have come 
into these school systems have 
seen an increase every single 
year.” – Lillian Taiz, president 
of  the California Faculty 
Association

• “We are not getting what we 
paid for from our teachers.” 
– Jessica Reyes, SJSU student 

SLEEPING OUT FOR HURRICANE REFUGEES

Staff  Writer

By NICOLE LIEURANCE

Maribel Martinez, program coordinator for the Cesar Chavez 
Community Action Center, and Justine Ouano, a senior sociology 
major, set up tents in front of the Smith-Carlos Statue.
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Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty 
and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon three 
working days before the desired publication date. Space 
restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are 
printed in order in which they are received. 

SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide infor-

mation online. Visit our Web site at www.thespartandaily.com. 
You may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

TODAY

Pride of  the Pacifi c Islands Dance Practice
From 8 to 10 p.m. in the Aerobics room in the Event Center. For 

more information, contact Lisa at (925) 639-6781. 

Book Discussion - Drinking Coffee Elsewhere 
From 7 to 8 p.m. in the King Library room 229A. Come to discuss 

“The Story of  a Taliban Captive,” by Yvonne Ridley. For more infor-
mation, contact Annette Nellen at anellen@sjsu.edu.

Taliban-Captured Journalist to Speak
At noon in the Guadalupe Room  in the Student Union, third 

fl oor. Learn about the experience of  award-winning British journalist 
Yvonne Ridley, who was captured by the Taliban in 2001 but con-
verted to Islam two years later. For more information, contact Raed 
Hassan at sjsumsa@gmail.com.

Nov. 20

Philosophy Colloquium 
Tom Leddy, a professor of  philosophy at SJSU, will speak about 

“The Aesthetics of  Junkyards and Roadside Clutter.” At 4:30 p.m. in 
the King Library conference room 255. For more information, contact 
924-4513.

Pride of  the Pacifi c Islands General Meeting
From 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Pacifi ca Room in the Student Union. For 

more information, contact Lisa at (925) 639-6781. 

Listening Hour Concert Series
From 12:30 to 1:15 p.m., there will be a free concert in the Music 

Building Concert Hall. See a performance by violinists from the stu-
dio of  Professors Cecily Ward.Tom Stone will perform “The Virtuoso 
Violin.” For more information, contact Joan Stubbe at 924-4649.

School of  Art and Design Gallery Receptions
Gallery Shows through Nov. 21 – Gallery 2: Yunan Cao; Gallery 

5: Jenny Tsai; Gallery 8: Group Show; Black Gallery: Brian Huntley; 
Herbert Sanders Gallery: Andrew Hedges. Receptions will be from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m in the Art Building and Industrial Studies Building.

Nov. 26

Marketing Association Meeting
The Marketing Association will be holding its last meeting of  the se-

mester at 6 p.m. in the Almaden room in the Student Union. The meet-
ing is wheelchair accessible and snacks will be provided.

cording to the resolution.
Right now it generally takes 

about four weeks for a student in 
the disability center to see a coun-
selor, according to the resolution.

Schulter spoke during the meet-
ing about how necessary advising 
and counseling is in order to help 

achieve maximum education for 
students. He said although the dis-
ability center does have one G.E. 
advisor, there are students who 
need major or graduate school 
advising, and currently there is no 
help provided for them at the dis-
ability center.

Protho-Jones said he hopes to 
get the resolution brought up to 
the Academic Senate in the near 

future. He also said it will take 
some time before SJSU will see any 

results because they still need to 
research what the fi nancial impact 
of  these actions would be to SJSU 
along with other possible impacts 
to SJSU.

Henderson also mentioned 
that they will try to see if  other 
CSUs are reporting similar issues 
within their Disability Resource 
Centers.

Brittany Shabashov, a sophomore 
radio, television and fi lm major and 
disability center-registered student, 
thinks the resolution will be helpful 
for students with disabilities. 

“I think it’s a great idea,” Sha-
bashov said. “I think students will 
really benefi t from another coun-
selor with G.E. and major knowl-
edge.”

Shabashov also said many stu-
dents with disabilities tend to make 
their school schedules based on 
their disabilities, and if  advising 
is to become more accessible, it 
would be a lot easier to build their 
schedules.

DISABILITY // Results will not be immediate
Continued from page 1

“I think students will 
really benefit from 
another counselor 

with G.E. and major 
knowledge.”

BRITTANY SHABASHOV 
sophomore, radio, television 

and fi lm major

Ocean Beach, said he felt a very close 
relationship with the Pacifi c Ocean.

“It’s almost like a close friend or 
a family member,” he said.

Fernando Marquez, a junior 
political science major and a San 
Francisco resident, said he loves 
his city and does not want it to be 
messed up.

“The overall view is tainted,” 
Marquez said. “I think it’s disgust-
ing because it affects the beauty of  
the bay.”

Another junior political sci-
ence major felt the same way as 
Marquez. 

Phi Nguyen, a junior, said he 
was disturbed and concerned be-
cause her family lives near the San 
Francisco Bay.  

Nguyen said his brother went 
to beach and was able witness the 
dead birds and fi shes.

“It was disturbing in my part 
because they had to see that,” he 
said. “Nature is just being screwed 

up all over the place nowadays.”
Russell could not believe the 

aftermath. 
“When I was out there, that 

fi rst day picking this stuff  up, I 
looked out into the sea and I saw 
this little seal, bobbing its head up 
and down right there in the wa-
ter,” he said. “I got this stuff  on 
my hands, and it’s toxic for me, but 
how much more toxic is it for that 
guy who’s living in the water?”

Russell said the primary produc-
tion of  the ocean is on the surface, 
such as the krill and the plankton, 
which are drifting organisms.

He said the creatures that in-
gest the plankton ingest the oil and 
the creatures that eat the creatures 
that eat the plankton ingest the oil 
as well.

Russell said the oil is now in the 
food chain and the ecosystem and 
will continue to remain there for a 
long time. 

“Were going to have whale mi-
gration pretty soon,” he said. “It’s 
really been heartbreaking to think 
about how many different crea-

tures are being affected.”
Russell said the beach was open 

last holiday weekend and he saw 
children swimming in the water.

He said a lot of  volunteers want-
ed to help with the oil spill, which 
meant a whole lot, especially with 
respect to the affected birds. 

Stephanie Ellis, outreach Special-
ist for SF Bay Bird Observatory, said 
she is currently helping take care of  
the rescued and harmed birds.

Ellis said the observatory and 
other organizations she is working 
with — including the Internation-
al Bird Rescue Research Center, 
the Golden Gate Audubon Soci-
ety, and the Don Edwards SF Bay 
Wildlife Refuge — are doing the 
best they can. 

“It’s a heroic thing to try and 
save the birds, but even the ones 
that get captured and cleaned — 
the majority of  those are going to 
die anyway,” Russell said. “They’ve 
been preening themselves to try and 
clean themselves and they ingest this 
stuff. Once it’s ingested, there is not 
a whole lot you can do.”

SPILL // Entire ecosystem will be affected for years
Continued from page 1

By the numbers

Source: Karen Benzel, public affairs 
director for the International Bird Rescue 
Research Center

58,000 gallons of  
fuel oil leaked into 
the San Francisco 
Bay on Nov. 7.

1,113: The number 
of  birds that have 
been found dead as 
of  Nov. 16.

1971: The year 
when two oil tankers 
collided in the Bay, 
spilling 900,000 
gallons of  oil into the 
water.



50 of  whom spent the night, said 
Scott Myers-Lipton, a sociology 
professor and an originator of  
the project.

“The support warms my 
heart,” said Rochelle Jackson-
Smarr, one of  the student leaders 
of  the project.

The event attracted attention 
from students passing by, and 
several of  them stopped to watch 
and listen.

“This is really awesome,” said 
Krishna Yerrapragada, a graduate 
software engineering major, after 
learning the purpose of  the event. 
“I just got out of  class and wanted 
to see what was happening.”

Among the speakers at the sleep 
out was hurricane survivor C.C. 
Campbell-Rock, a journalist and 
advocate for Gulf  Coast residents.

“This is the greatest civil rights 
injustice of  my lifetime,” said 

Campbell-Rock. “We still are a 
people without a home.”

Campbell-Rock said many of  
the New Orleans areas still looked 
like “a nuclear holocaust” and were 
still deemed unlivable.

The idea for the works project 
came during a campus sleep out 
last November to raise awareness 
for local poverty, Myers-Lipton 
said. 

Students watched Spike Lee’s 
documentary “When the Levees 
Broke” and were inspired to help 
hurricane victims. 

Myers-Lipton said the mod-
els for the project were the Works 
Progress Administration and Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps, which 
employed millions during World 
War II to build public projects, 
such as bridges and schools.

Since its foundation, the project 
has gained national recognition 
with support from college cam-
puses across the nation, and now, a 
Congresswoman. 

Earlier this month, a Gulf  Coast 
Civic Works bill was introduced to 
a committee in the U.S. House of  
Representatives by Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren (D-Calif.). If  the bill makes 
it through a series of  committees, 
it will eventually go to the House 
fl oor for a vote.

Victoria Chavez, a senior soci-
ology major and student leader of  
the project, said the project is invit-
ing students to travel to the Gulf  
Coast again this January for “Loui-
siana Winter 2.” She said they will 
help build houses, restore greenery 
and talk to residents and offi cials 
about the project.

Myers-Lipton said he felt it was 
important for students to be aware 
of  SJSU’s rich history of  activism. 
From advocating for civil rights to 
protesting sweatshops, SJSU stu-
dents have been extremely vocal 
in the community over the years, 
he said.

“When you go to SJSU, you’re a 
part of  that community,” he said.
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PROTEST // Bill introduced to Congress
Continued from page 1

attend higher education institu-
tions because they simply could 
not afford it.

Lillian Taiz, president of  the 
California Faculty Association, 
said at the phone conference that 
students have seen their tuition fees 
double over the past fi ve years.

“Students who have come into 
these school systems have seen an in-
crease every single year,” she said.

Jessica Reyes, a junior psychol-
ogy major, said she does not un-
derstand why the fees have gone 
up every year that she has attend-
ed SJSU.

“I don’t think the state or 
school cares about the student,” 
she said. “I think they are just try-
ing to fi nd an excuse to get money 

out of  the students.”
She also said she believes high 

school graduates are going to 
start attending community col-
leges to get their G.E. because 
they will not be able to pay the 
fees of  a four-year university. 

Senait Johanes, a junior fi nance 
major from Sweden, said she is 
also upset about tuition fees.

“In Sweden, we do not have 
to pay any fees to attend univer-
sity,” she said. “The state owns 
the school, and we get money for 
attending. I am actually thinking 
of  going back to fi nish my studies 
over there.”

CFA president Taiz said that 
in addition to students seeing an 
increase in tuition fees, the grad-
uation rates and the quality of  
education have fallen.

SJSU student Jessica Reyes 
agreed with Taiz’s comment.

“We are not getting what we paid 
for from our teachers,” she said.

Paul Fuller, a graduate student 
working on a teaching credential, 
said he disagrees with what Taiz 
said about SJSU academics.

“I actually haven’t noticed 
anything difference in the quality 
of  education available at SJSU,” 
he said.

Garamendi concluded his 
speech in the phone conference 
by saying that the issue of  stu-
dents not graduating affects the 
state of  California signifi cantly.

“We have to change this if  we 
want to have a growing econo-
my,” he said. “Individuals with 
college degrees will help the state 
by paying higher taxes.”

BUDGET // CFA: quality of education down
Continued from page 1

tried the gum,” said Mashburn, 
who estimated that her mother 
spends $175 a month on cigarettes.  

But over the years she has 
learned to be more realistic 
about expecting her mother to 
quit cold turkey.  

“With her I tend to say, ‘smoke 
less,’ as opposed to ‘stop smok-
ing,’” Mashburn said. She added 
that people shouldn’t be discour-
aged if  they “fall off  the wagon” 
trying to quit.  

Event organizer, Megan 
Young, a sophomore political 
science major, who is also the 
president of  the SJSU chapter of  
Colleges Against Cancer, said the 
goal of  the event was to “try to 
get as many people to quit as pos-
sible,” as well as to reinforce the 
health hazards associated with 
smoking.  

Colleges Against Cancer is a 
committee working to create des-
ignated smoking areas on cam-
pus and eventually make SJSU 
smoke-free.     

But while some believe the 
conversation surrounding a 
smoke-free campus is a health is-
sue, others believe it’s an issue of  
individual freedom.

“That’s the fi rst question I 
asked when it was brought up 
to me.  What about the smoker’s 
rights?” said President Don Kass-
ing at a Nov. 6 news conference.

“You’ve got to visit both sides 
of  it.  I think that has to be 
thoughtfully done and carefully 
done,” Kassing said.

“I think it’s unconstitutional 
… I really believe we have the 
right to do whatever we want 
to our bodies,” said Robert Van 
West, a senior linguistics major. 

Van West said he picked up 
the habit while studying abroad 
in Germany for a year.  

“You can argue that it could be 
unsafe for people to jog on cam-
pus because they could run into 
people,” Van Nest said. “Same 
thing with smoking.  I don’t do it 
around groups of  people. I go to 
areas away from buildings.”

The current SJSU smoking 
policy, adopted in 1993, restricts 
smoking to areas at least 25 feet 
away from the windows or doors 
of  any building.  

Recently, the City of  San Jose 
passed a new ordinance outlaw-
ing smoking in public parks.    

“I’m not against a smoke-
free campus, but I just think 
that it’s fair to compromise and 
have designated smoking areas,” 
said Melissa Allee, a senior en-
vironmental studies major, who 
believes it would be unfair to 
restrict smoking on campus al-
together.  

Holly Tzeletis, a freshman 
animation/illustration major, 
signed the petition for a smoke-
free campus. A few minutes later 
she changed her mind and crossed 

her name off  the petition. 
Tzeletis said the petition to 

make SJSU smoke-free went 
against her moral beliefs. 

“I shouldn’t have signed it be-
cause it’s a person decision,” she 
said. Tzeletis said many of  her 
friends and relatives smoke.  

“I don’t know the statistics, 
but in general, I think there are 
more people who don’t smoke 
around campus than those who 
do,” said Noralee Ortiz and 
graduate student majoring in 
Mexican-American studies and 
special education. “So if  we 
want to vote democratically, 
then I think we should do that 
and fi nd out who agrees and 
who doesn’t.”

A recent survey involving 647 
SJSU students was conducted 
by the National College Health 
Assessment in Spring 2007, and 
it found that 40 percent strongly 
agreed to a smoke-free campus, 
and 25 percent did not, said peer 
health educator Vittori.

While Vittori believes a com-
promise would have to be made 
regarding designated smoking 
areas, she hopes this is a step to-
wards making SJSU smoke-free. 
The petition will be presented to 
Associated Students.

SMOKING // Plan calls for designated smoking areas
Continued from page 1

“I think it has to be 
thoughtfully done and 

carefully done.”

DON KASSING

SJSU President

“... I just think it’s 
fair to compromise 

and have designated 
smoking areas.”

MELISSA ALLEE

senior environmental studies major



Ninety percent of  SJSU’s 31,115 
students commute to campus, ac-
cording to Transportation Solu-
tions, a university-based commuter 
service organization. 

One student, Ashley Barber, a 
senior business accounting major, 
said she falls into this category. 

As part of  its annual survey, 
Transportation Solutions reported 
that in the fall of  2006, 21 per-
cent of  students were employed 
full-time, and 84 percent of  those 
worked beyond walking distance to 
SJSU. 

As part of  these statistics, Bar-
ber commutes to campus on a 
daily basis and works full-time at a 
location that is beyond walking dis-
tance from SJSU. 

Barber works in accounting 
about 30 hours a week, and with 
a full-time schedule at school in 
the business building, she said she 
spends the same amount of  time 
studying. 

“With accounting, you have to 

practically know every detail of  
what you’re doing to even get a 
passing grade,” she said. “It takes 
a lot of  work and time.”

Waking up at 6:15 a.m. every 
day, Barber is out of  the door by 
7:30 a.m., just in time to hit traffi c 
on her way to work at a certifi ed 
personal accountant’s offi ce in San 
Jose. 

“I try to relax and prepare for 
the day by listening to happy and 
upbeat music so that I can be en-
ergized for the rest of  the day,” she 
said. 

While working at 8 a.m., Barber 
said she can sometimes fi nd time to 
study when she isn’t too busy.

When she is busy with work 
projects, it is hard to focus because 
she often applies what she is learn-
ing at school to assignments from 
her boss, she said. 

“It’s a constant learning pro-
cess, and sometimes I wish I had a 
job where I didn’t have to think as 
much,” Barber said. 

Her boss, Ed Chiang, a certifi ed 
personal accountant at Chiang, 
Cripe, Hammon, Price & Wulf-
tange, CPAs, said Barber is very 
good about separating her respon-
sibilities. 

“I try to work around her class 
schedule since her work is not time 
sensitive,” Chiang said. “I adjust 
her workload so work doesn’t in-
terfere with her study time. I also 
try not to give her big projects right 
before exams. So far, it has worked 
out really well.”

Barber said she’s lucky to have 

such an understanding boss who 
helps accommodate her school 
schedule with her work schedule. 

“I was a student myself  years 
ago,” Chiang said. “I can appre-
ciate the demand of  school. It is 
very important to have her fi nish 
the degree since it’s the fi rst step to 
qualifying her to be a CPA.”

Barber leaves work a little after 
12:00 p.m. and heads to school in 
hopes of  fi nding a decent parking 
spot. 

Her fi rst class, Advanced Ac-
counting, begins at 1:30 p.m., so 
Barber can enjoy a 45-minute 
break in her car. 

“In addition to studying in my 
car, I sometimes have time to eat 

my lunch, listen to music and just 
relax,” Barber said. “I have to get a 
break. I am so worn out from going 
to bed so late and getting up early. 
Coffee helps, too.” 

Following Advanced Account-
ing, Forensic Accounting starts at 3 
p.m. for Barber. 

“These classes are tough being 
so close together,” Barber said. 
“They can be interesting at times, 
but they require a lot of  attention. 
Luckily, SJSU is really cool about 
scheduling all the business classes 
on the same day.”

Business professor David Gilliss, 
one of  Barber’s instructors, said he 
doesn’t feel anyone’s grade should 
be based on where they live or how 

far they commute.
“I don’t discriminate against 

commuter students,” Gilliss said. 
“But there isn’t any special treat-
ment either.”

Gilliss said he’s heard a few 
excuses from commuter students 
about their tardiness, but said he 
has also been one to blame for 
showing up late to class because of  
commuting setbacks. 

“I’ve been late to class before 
or had to cancel class,” Gilliss 
said. “There are just some things 
you don’t have control over. But I 
grade and treat everyone the same. 
Everyone deserves a fair grade.”

At about 4:15 p.m., Barber has 
another break where she gets to 
spend time with a friend who is a 
fellow commuter, full-time worker 
and overwhelmed senior at SJSU. 

Richelle Awe, a senior business 
marketing major, said she has been 
friends with Barber since they were 
children, and their relationship 
hasn’t been affected by their equal-
ly demanding schedules. Awe said 
the only things that change are the 
days and times they are able to see 
each other.

“We usually only get to see each 
other some school days and on 
weekends,” Awe said. “I have been 
going to SJSU for almost fi ve years 
and have been combining full-time 
work, school and commuting the 
entire time, so I’m pretty used to it 
by now.

“It can be stressful, but I just do 
the best I can.”

Barber ends one of  her school 

days with an evening class, Finan-
cial Auditing, from 6 to 8:45 p.m.

“This class seems really long 
some days,” Barber said. “Some-
times my teacher doesn’t even give 
us breaks.”

Barber is usually home a little 
after 9 p.m. and usually completes 
a few homework assignments be-
fore going to bed. If  she prefers a 
different route though, she just gets 
ready for bed and watches a little 
TV to calm her nerves.

“Or maybe I just want to make 
myself  feel better, and I stop to get a 
milkshake at Jack in the Box,” Bar-
ber said. “But then I do an exercise 
video after I get home — even at 
9:30 p.m. or so.”

Around midnight on a good day, 
Barber would already be asleep. 
But if  she’s feeling anxious for the 
rest of  week, it takes a little longer 
to fall asleep.

“I constantly feel overwhelmed, 
and I imagine anyone with this 
kind of  schedule would, too,” Bar-
ber said. “It helps knowing I’m 
almost done with school, though. 
I’m willing to put in the time so I 
can attempt to get straight A’s one 
more time around.” 

Sharon Willey, the assistant vice 
president of  Student Affairs, said 
with 90 percent of  students com-
muting to and from campus, it’s 
important for commuter students 
to be more connected with the uni-
versity.

“We are looking for ways to 
reach out to students who don’t live 
on campus,” Willey said.
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CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and 
space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper 
case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.

MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4

RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 

$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  

• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount

SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in 
DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to 
student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other 

persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

DISCLAIMER

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 

newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they 

should require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 

EMPLOYMENT

ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C li-
cense
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call 
Kyle 408-981-5894 or Rick 
408-593-9612 for an interview. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do 
you like being on the go, not 
stuck in an offi ce all day? Help 
someone learn to cook, dance, 
read, work on their job and live 
the life they choose. We seek 
dedicated people to work with 
our clients who have disabili-
ties to help them make com-
munity connections. Creativity, 
caring and commitment defi ne 
us. Have CA license, clean 
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. In-
structors, Community Support 
Facilitators, Job Coaches, 
Roommates & Companions. 
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org 

EASTER SEALS seeks Life-
guards, Instructional Life-
guards & Aquatic Specialists, 
part or full time in San Jose 
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex 
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Ti-
ago@408 295-0228. Send re-
sume to jobs@esba.org or fax 
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/ 
hour DOE. 

DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 

THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
resposible & energetic people. 
Apply in person 2:30 to 4:00 
Wed-Fri. We are located in 
San Pedro Square 

UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS 
EARN up to $150 per day. Un-
der cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. Exp. not req’d.  
Call 800-722-4791 

REC LEADERS, INSTRUC-
TORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for el-
ementary school hours, after 
school hours or evening hours 
for middle & HS programs. De-
gree not required. Need car & 
have experience working with 
youth. 
VM (408)287-4170 x 408. 
EOE/ AAE 

ATTENTION SJSU STU-
DENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for stu-
dents, has part-time openings 
available for customer sales/ 
service. The positions offer 
numerous unique benefi ts for 
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experi-
ence! Watch for us on-cam-
pus throughout the semester 
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu 

AFTER SCHOOL 
TEACHERS

JrK-4th grade school seeks 
responsible individuals for ex-
tended daycare. P/T in the af-
ternoon M-F. No ECE units are 
required. Previous experience 
with children preferred. Please 
contact Stephanie at 248-2464 
or fax resume to 248-7433.

NANNY WANTED: Part-time 
weekday afternoons for two 
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have 
own car and references. Start 
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579

OFFICE SERVICES 
CLERK

Responsible and organized 
individual with good commu-
nication skills needed for part 
time position in downtown San 
Jose Law Firm. Great job for 
SJSU student taking morning 
classes. Responsiblities in-
clude copy jobs, fi ling, running 
errands, processing mail, man-
aging closed storage, library, 
etc. Access to vehicle neces-
sary. Ability to lift / stack 25 lb. 
boxes. Starting rate is $10/hr. 
+ mileage at.485 / mile. Email 
resume to 
bselness@mffmlaw.com

THE PRINCETON REVIEW 
Teach SAT, GMAT, MCAT, 
LSAT $22-91/hour doe. Strong 
test scores req.   
Call 866-TPR-PREP. 

LIFEGUARD & SWIM IN-
STRUCTORS 
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim In-
structors Needed! 
If you enjoy being around the 
water and want to be paid for it 
then the YMCA of Santa Clara 
Valley has the job for you! You 
must be at least 16 years of 
age, enjoy working with peo-
ple, and the have passion to 
make a difference! 
Please visit our website at 
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/ 
index.php for more details. 
(408)351-6434 

T E C H N O L O G Y C L A S S 
TEACHER for an exciting, 
new afterschool technol-
ogy workshop class. Outgoing 
personality, experience with 
basic computer software. In-
cludes Lego Robotics, media 
creation, etc. Fax resume to            
Merryhill Elementary School   
(408) 254-9420 or call 
(408)254-1280 

CHILD CARE STAFF NEED-
ED! YMCA CHILD CARE - 
Directors, Assistant Directors, 
Teachers and Teacher Aides 
needed! 
Looking for a fun rewarding ca-
reer working with children? The 
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is 
hiring for Licensed School-Age 
Child Care Centers TODAY! 
Programs located throughout 
San Jose, Cupertino, Sara-
toga, Campbell and Evergreen 
areas. 
Full & Part Time positions avail-
able ñ hours fl exible around 
school. Fun staff teams, great 
experience working with chil-
dren, career advancement, 
excellent FT/PT benefi ts and 
training opportunities. 
Teachers require minimum 12 
semester units in ECE, educa-
tion, recreation, psychology, 
sociology, physical education 
and/ or other related fi elds. 
For more information, locations 
and pay ranges, check out our 
website at 
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/ 
index.php. (408)351-6434 

FOR RENT

STUDIO SUITES FROM $925 
Quiet sunlit complex at 3rd/ 
Jackson-Japan Town-Walk to 
7 Bamboo lounge, light rail. 
Lower level, new berber car-
pet-designer paint-all new ce-
ramic tile in kitchen/ bath-mir-
rored closet doors. Call 
408.509.1750 
or 408.354.8910 
www.apts4rent.org 

SERVICES

SMILE CHOICE DENTAL 
PLAN (includes cosmetic) 
$71.75 per year. Save 30%-
60%. For info call 
1-800-655-3225 or www.stu-
dentdental.com 

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts, 
Repair PC, Data Recovery, 
Remove Virus Pop Up $49 
(408)469-5999 

OPPORTUNITIES

MOVIE EXTRAS New oppor-
tunities for upcoming produc-
tions. All looks needed, no 
experience required for cast 
calls. Call 877-218-6224 

U P C O M I N G                                    E V E N T S  ’ 0 7“So You Think You Can Dance” Live Tour 2007
7:30 P.M., NOV. 25 AT THE HP PAVILION, TICKETS START AT $37.50

Staff  Writer

By SAMANTHA SALAS

On the road with one of the 27,000-plus commuter students

“In addition to studying 
in my car, I sometimes 
have time to eat my 
lunch, listen to music 

and just relax.”

ASHLEY BARBER
senior business major

Ashley Barber, a senior majoring in business accounting, looks through her notes in 
Tenth Street Garage in between her commute to work and a business class.

JAMES JEFFREY // SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

campus pr of
ile

s
ca

m
pu

s
profiles

cam
pus profiles campusprofilescam

pu
s

p
ro

files
ca

mpusprofile
scampusprofilesca

m
p

u
s

p
ro

fil
es

ca
m

puspro
filesa day in

the life



San Jose is the sixth most expensive college 
town in the nation, according to the Coldwell 
Banker College Home Price Comparison In-
dex released Nov. 6. 

The index listed the 10 most- and least-
expensive cities. Five of  the top-10 most ex-

pensive fell within California, with Palo Alto, 
home of  Stanford University, topping the list 
for the third year in a row.

California has a commitment to provid-
ing affordable education, and even with the 
surge of  tuition increases, it remains acces-
sible to many. But with fi ve of  the 10 cities on 
the highest-priced list, students may be able 
to afford tuition or afford to live in California 
— but not both.

And post graduation?
With the high price of  housing in Califor-

nia, new college graduates may be priced out 
of  home buying and forced to look to move 
out of  state, however, many people come to 
school at SJSU specifi cally for the Silicon Val-
ley job market.

New college graduates, even with Silicon 
Valley salaries, may not be able to afford to 
buy a home in the area.

A 2,220-foot, 4-bedroom, 2-1/2-bath 
home with a family room and a two-car ga-
rage was priced in San Jose by the index at 
$1.14 million, more than seven times the cost 
of  an equivalent home in the least expensive 
city on the list — Muncie, Ind., home to Ball 
State University.

Somewhere there must be a resolution to 
the problem, whether it is at the federal level 
or at the local level.

Since 1999, more than 10,000 affordable 
units have been built in San Jose, according to 
the Housing Department.

San Jose, through the Redevelopment 
Agency, has a policy of  inclusionary hous-
ing, which means at least 20 percent of  every 
home development in a redevelopment area 
must be in the affordable range for low- and 
low-to-moderate-income residents.

Although this policy has made a commit-
ment to providing affordable housing, much 
of  it ends up being within the rental market.

In October, the U.S. House of  Representa-
tives passed a bill to “provide for the construc-
tion, rehabilitation and preservation of  decent, 
safe, and affordable housing for low-income 
families,” according to a bill summary.

It would establish the National Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund in the Treasury of  the 
United States.

A similar bill, the Enterprise Mission Im-
provement Act of  2007, was introduced in the 
Senate on Nov. 9 by Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) 
and would help fi nance between $500 mil-
lion and $900 million each year for affordable 
housing.

These programs, however, are designed to 
assist the lowest income brackets and may not 
assist income levels of  college graduates.

Most students at SJSU maintain at least 
a part-time job to help with either living or 
tuition expenses, or both. With tuition on the 
rise, as well as rent and mortgage prices, stu-
dents have to work more hours and commute 
farther to make ends meet.

Gone are the days when most students 
could focus on their education and not worry 
about how they are going to afford to live.

Taxpayers spend a lot of  money to educate 
students in California, and the state should 
spend that money wisely by assuring that 
those students have a future, including jobs 
and housing, within the state.

When Hurricane Katrina al-
tered the lives of  people in New 
Orleans and other residents along 
the Gulf  Coast more than two 
years ago, we all watched in shock 
at the destruction it left behind. 

Almost 27 months later, there 
is still a lot of  damage and confu-
sion for the victims of  the terrible 
event. 

While the U.S. government, 
insurance companies and FEMA 
have turned their backs on most 
of  those affected by Hurricane 
Katrina, civil rights leaders and 
college students — that’s right, 
college students — have publicly 
voiced their displeasure in the 
relief  effort given to Katrina vic-
tims.

College students at the Uni-
versity of  Colorado, the Univer-
sity of  North Carolina and other 
universities have joined the Gulf  
Coast Civic Works Project — 
founded by  SJSU students — in 
an effort to provide relief  to those 
still in need.

On Wednesday, Nov. 14, the 
project held the National Cam-
pus Sleep Out at SJSU and other 
college campuses.

The purpose of  the sleep out 
was to raise awareness and to get 
their bill passed that would pro-
vide 100,000 living-wage jobs 
for residents, rebuild public in-
frastructure — hospitals, schools 
and housing — and allow resi-
dents to return home, accord-

ing to SJSU sociology professor 
Scott Myers-Lipton, who spoke 
at the event.

In another Spartan Daily 
opinion article, I stated that I am 
not too into public protests that 
do not voice opinions by using 
extreme measures, but while I 
was at the sleep out, I must say I 
was impressed with some of  the 
things that went on.

With several camera crews on 
hand, students fought off  the cold 
night air along with microphone 
diffi culties and some trouble setting 
up tents to have their voices heard.

The event brought together dif-
ferent SJSU faculty and students, 

children and Hurricane Katrina 
survivors in front of  the Tommie 
Smith and John Carlos statues.

Though some students got up 
and spoke, I was most impressed 
by Victoria Chavez and Rochelle 
Jackson-Smarr, two student lead-
ers of  the Civic Works Project.

During the event the two were 
a pair of  the hardest working 
people there, helping set up the 
event, raising awareness to those 
in the audience and doing several 
media interviews.

I kept asking myself, “Why?”
Why would two SJSU students 

from California care so much 
about what is going on halfway 
across the U.S. in New Orleans?

Why are they doing so much 
more than most people that are 
in their same position?

Throughout the whole night, 
they and the rest of  the civic 
works students explained why it is 
important to stand up and have 
their voices heard.

During the event they defi ed 
all of  the stereotypes given to col-
lege students today — those be-
ing that we are introverted, self-
centered and do not care about 
current events and injustices go-
ing around in the world.

It is nice to know that there are 
college students that care so much 
about an atrocity that is being 
overlooked by the government.

But the most important people 
at the event were not Chavez, 
Jackson-Smarr or anyone that is 
involved with the project; they 
were the other students who were 
in attendance.

They were the around 40 
students that attended the event 
to hear what their peers had to 
speak regarding what is going on 
and why they are so involved in 
the project. 

“I learned what they are try-
ing to do and why they are so 
proud of  what they’re doing,” 
said Chad Brodie, a senior geog-
raphy major. “All I see about the 
situation is how sports teams are 
going back to New Orleans and 
how they’re trying to get back to 
normal, but when I see this, it’s 
like there is still a lot to do.”

Other students agree with 
Brodie.

“To be honest I did not know it 
was this bad,” said Marco Huerte, 
a senior graphic design major. 
“It’s really important that people 
know about issues like this.”

After talking to those two stu-
dents I felt the sleep out accom-

plished one of  the project’s goals 
by creating a lot of  attention to 
the subject.

However, while attending the 
event, I could not help but feel 
out of  place.

Would I be out here if  I wasn’t 
covering the event?

Though there were a lot of  
people in attendance, what does 
it say about us as a society that 
the whole campus wasn’t there 
being educated by Katrina vic-
tims and activists.

Doesn’t that negate everything 
they are trying to do?

One of  the members of  the 
project agreed with me.

Julian Rosenberg, a senior po-
litical science major and member 
of  the civic works project, said 
we need more people wanting to 

help out the cause.
“Not enough people care,” 

Rosenberg said. “We are just 
a minority. I wish more people 
would take the time to be edu-
cated on what’s going on.”

What those college students 
did Wednesday night was a step 
forward for society; but after 27 
months, I don’t feel as a society 
we — normal civilians — have 
done enough to be at least edu-
cated, if  not help participate, in 
the cause.
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Quote of 
the day
“I personally 
am opposed 
to the death 

penalty. But my 
research shows 
that there is a 

deterrent.” 
NACI MOCAN
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Affordable housing options nil in S.J. 
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Gus Lease: a good 
professor, musician

An economist at Louisiana State Uni-
versity and an author of  a study fi nding 
that each execution saves fi ve lives.  

About Opposing Views: “Should 
the King Library censor explicit mate-
rial online?” from Nov. 8. 

With a library being a public 
place, it is unrealistic to demand 
such changes. The editor states, 
“a library is a home for educa-
tion and learning.” If  this is so, 
then why does the library of-

About “A cloud of  smoke looms 
over Walgreens” from Nov. 15 by 
Lindsay Bryant. 

None of  the major pharma-
cy retailers make a signifi cant 
profi t from the sale of  cigarettes. 
It’s a business decision to offer 
them to the public. Should one 
take the high road and decide 
not to offer them for sale and 
the competition not follow the 
lead, then you have just drasti-
cally reduced your overall sales 
volume as the smokers will go 
elsewhere. They will purchase 
their smokes, develop their fi lm, 
buy their makeup and prescrip-

About “Games like Halo are turn-
ing kids into little devils” from Nov. 7 
by Jovanni Colisao. 

Although you have a good 
point there — are you kidding 
me? “Wheel of  Fortune” on the 
game best-seller lists? Games 
sell because of  their fun factor. 
Although inventions like the 
aforementioned for children 
are great, they just won’t do any 
good on the prepubescent male 
community. The game play of  
educational games are often 
very repetitive and dull, often 

About “Gus Lease: A legend lives 
on” from Nov. 8 by Ekene Ikeme.

What a nice story. I feel so 
honored to be associated with 
Gus as an “outsider.” I work with 
his wife Lois at Evergreen Valley 

regurgitating stuff  over and over 
until it no longer becomes a chal-
lenge. Those games also do not have 
any competition to them in form 
of  “macho-ego.” Children should 
exercise, but playing games is not 
a waste of  time. It has its benefi ts. 
Hell, even video games are being 
more accepted into mainstream as 
art forms and rival the Hollywood 
blockbuster franchises. Maybe you 
want to see this or maybe you want 
to see that, but it won’t happen. It 
won’t sell now. Maybe in the future 
when there is better game play, but 
those games just don’t sell. No sales 
equals no money equals no game.

-Posted by William Phung

fer the option of  renting a DVD 
or CD? DVDs and CDs such as 
“Spaceballs” and Weird Al’s “Ala-
palooza” are not what one would 
call very educating to watch and 
listen to. The library even has Emi-
nem CDs in which he raps about 
killing his wife. Should we then 
censor and discard of  all his CDs 
because they are not up to this idea 
of  a “higher standard?”

-Posted by Lonnie

tions, etc., at the most convenient 
one-stop shop. Your investors will 
be most unappreciative and it will 
refl ect in your stock price. This 
piece neglected to mention the 
other major drug stores, supermar-
kets and mom-and-pop shops that 
also sell cigarettes, and some actu-
ally make money from it. Perhaps 
legislation is necessary to prohibit 
the sale of  cigarettes and such at 
drugstores. Should that initiative 
be discussed in a national forum 
then you will see national retailers 
rush to push the sale of  cigarettes 
to their cigarette competitors and 
gladly get out of  the business. Re-
tail is all about even playing fi elds.

-Posted by Sam

College, and their son Jeff  is my 
chiropractic doctor. Although I’ve 
never met him, I have heard lots 
of  nice things about Gus but had 
no idea that he was such a living 
history book. Now I can’t wait to 
meet him.

-Posted by Gene Heck

Standing up and sleeping out

Staff  Writer

BY EKENE IKEME

Why would two SJSU 
students from 

California care so 
much about what 

is going on halfway 
across the U.S. in 

New Orleans?

During the event 
they defi ed all of 
the stereotypes 
given to college 
students today. 

Guest columns appear Tues-
days and Wednesdays. 

About “Gus Lease: A legend lives 
on” from Nov. 8 by Ekene Ikeme. 

I was one of  the lucky stu-
dents that had Gus Lease as not 
only my college vocal coach but 
my private singing instructor. 
When San Jose State was mostly 
teaching classical music, which 
I spent a lot of  hours doing, he 
managed to sneak in some show 
tunes and such into my lessons. 
I think he had a keen sense of  
the individual in all his students. 
His training and personal in-
terest in my career helped me 

achieve a very high level of  success 
in the music business. My proud-
est moment was as the vocalist in 
my band with Keith Emerson and 
Carl Palmer and performing at 
Madison Square Garden. I could 
not have been better prepared for a 
singing career. He gave me the tools 
to sustain my vocals through years 
of  touring from town to town, state 
to state. I owe Dr. Lease a debt of  
gratitude that can never be repaid. 
I am so glad that you have honored 
him with this great article. He is 
one in a million — and one hell of  
a nice guy. 

-Posted by Robert Berry

King Library shouldn’t 
change policies 

Video games meant 
for fun, not education

Stores must make money, 
morals don’t matter

Spending some time with SJSU students advocating change in the Gulf Coast

‘No idea he was such a 
living history  book’ ... 

These comments were posted online at thespartandaily.com



Despite its 0-3 start, the SJSU 
women’s basketball team still 
has a chance of  having a better 
record than the men’s team.

First-year head coach Pam 
DeCosta comes to SJSU after 
spending four seasons as the head 
coach at Lynn University in Boca 
Raton, Fla. 

She was able to take a program 

that had only fi ve wins her fi rst 
year and produce double-digit wins 
each of  the next three seasons.

DeCosta brings a winning 
perspective to a Spartan program 
that returns all fi ve starters.

Scoring should not be a prob-
lem for the Lady Spartans as the 
team’s top-four scorers at the end 
of  last year return this season.

Junior guard Natalie White 
and sophomore forward Brittany 
Powell each averaged 11.6 points 
per game.

White, in her third season at 
SJSU, is one of  the Spartan’s top 
3-point-shooting threats, leading 

last year’s team with 41 3-pointers.
She ranks among the best SJSU 

career 3-point shooters, ranking 
ninth with 65 in her career.

Powell, in her second season 
with the Spartans, was selected to 
the Western Athletic Conference 
All-Freshman Team last season.

She led the team in scoring and 
rebounding during conference 
play, scoring 12.1 points and pull-
ing down 6.9 rebounds per game.

Senior guard Alisha Hicks 
brings scoring potential on the 
court. Last year she averaged 8.9 
points per game and had a team-
best 89 assists.

Hicks, in her third season as a 
Spartan, averaged six rebounds 
per game, second to Powell, and is 
one of  the team’s best defenders.

She also led the team with 74 
steals.

Junior guard Myosha Barnes 
averaged 8.4 points per game last 
year. She also had 85 assists and 
grabbed 40 rebounds.

Junior center Jaime Hall 
returns for her third season as a 
Spartan.

She was second on the team 
with 24 blocked shots and aver-
aged 3.5 rebounds last season.

Looking to provide depth at 
the guard position is Brittany 
Imaku, who returns to the team 
after a red-shirt season.

Imaku is a playmaker DeCosta 
can use to run the ball on offense.

She had a team-high 117 as-
sists and 57 steals in the 2005-06 
season with the Spartans.

Imaku started in both the sea-
son-opener against Oregon and 
the home-opener against Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo.

With both the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball teams rebuilding, 
I think the men will have more 
options on offense and a better 
chance at achieving more wins.

The SJSU men’s basketball 
team has struggled the past two 
seasons under head coach George 
Nessman. 

This year, the team looks ready 
to improve upon its 6-25 record 
from a season ago.

I went to the exhibition opener 
last Friday, where the team took 
on Notre Dame de Namur Uni-
versity. It took a little time for the 
team to get adjusted to its fi rst 
game, but from what I saw, a .500 
record is very possible.

They have started the regular 
season 2-1 this year, with two nail-
biting victories in the First Shot 
Exempt Tournament over the 
weekend against Middle Tennes-
see and Appalachian State.

The Spartan’s performance 
earned them the tournament title.

Freshman point guard Justin 

Graham has been tremendous so 
far, leading the team in scoring with 
16 and 13 points respectively in the 
team’s fi rst two games. 

He looks to be maturing much 
more quickly than most fi rst-time 
starters do. His turnover totals are 
a little high, but that comes with a 
player learning the ropes.

The team looks to be feed-
ing off  the leadership of  junior 
forward Tim Pierce and sopho-
more center C.J. Webster. Both 
have stepped up their games with 
effi cient play. 

Webster, a transfer student from 
Texas State University, has given the 
team great depth inside to compli-
ment freshman Oliver Caballero. 

Nessman has emphasized a 
faster running style of  play during 
this new campaign, and he has 
said he looks for leadership in 
returning seniors, forward Lance 
Holloway and guard Jamon Hill.

Starting every game last season, 
Hill averaged 9.7 points per game 
and might be seeing up to an aver-
age of  32 minutes per game this 
year. 

The weakness of  the team may 
be pass distribution, as it might hin-
der them from fi nding easier scores. 

With Nessman trying to imple-
ment an up-tempo game, the as-

sists will eventually come around. 
The team is entering uncharted 

territory. I believe, however, this 
team is prepared to take on this new 
task. Their challenges will lie within 
the Western Athletic Conference, 
where opponents like University of  
Nevada, Reno and Utah State will 
be the toughest games. 

If  they can stay close with the 
likes of  Boise State University, the 
University of  Hawaii and Santa 
Clara University, the team can get 
to a .500 record and a possible 
NIT berth. 

The Spartans are looking 
sharp, but more importantly, they 
have that desire to win. 

Men’s Basketball:
 Versatile Offense

Women’s Basketball:
A winning attitude
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Spartans bounce into action: Which team will have the better season?

Senior forward Lance Holloway looks to 
provide leadership to a young team.
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By TRUTH ESGUERRA
Staff  Writer

By SAMUEL LAM

Senior Alisha Hicks averaged 8.9 points per game last season.
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SJSU football falls to La. Tech 27-23,
record now 4-7


