
The cost of  education for most San Jose State Uni-
versity students is expected to jump by roughly $300 
next year, to cover state budget cuts and the renovation 
of  two buildings on campus, state and university offi -
cials said Monday.

The California State University Board of  Trustees 
last week approved a 10 percent tuition increase for the 

coming school year. The board indicated it would likely 
raise tuition again next year.

Separately, SJSU President Don Kassing is consider-
ing a $40 increase in campus fees next year, to pay for 
the proposed renovation of  the Student Health Cen-
ter and the Student Union, Budget Director Cynthia 
Haliasz said. 

Full-time, undergraduate students at SJSU currently 
pay roughly $3,300 per year in tuition and campus fees. 
If  the proposed increases are approved, those students 

would pay $3,588 per year.
“Student fees are part of  the overall revenue mix 

that is needed to sustain our outstanding university 
system,” said CSU Board of  Trustees Chair Roberta 
Achtenberg, in a news release. “… Currently, employee 
compensation for all employees accounts for 74 percent 
of  the expenditure budget.

“The trustees are committed to bringing all sala-

Although it is open to every-
one, about 60 African-American 
San Jose State University students 
mingled in the Student Union for 
the fi rst offi cial Black Thursday of  
the spring semester.

“Since there is not a lot of  black 
students on campus, this gives us a 
chance to see each other to meet 
and mingle,” said Zeke Staples, a 
senior majoring in kinesiology and 
one of  the coordinators for the 
event.

Pauline Chege, a senior major-
ing in health science and director 
of  events for the National Pan-
Hellenic Counsel Inc., which 
consists of  all nine of  the Afri-
can-American Greek organiza-
tions, helped organize and pro-
mote the event.

“It’s a tradition of  SJSU to once 
a month to have, not just Greek, 
but all black organizations and 
students … to see what black orga-
nizations are on campus,” Chege 
said.

Staples said that all of  the 
black organizations on campus 
were invited, including the Black 
Student Union, the Black Alli-
ance of  Scientists and Engineers 
and the Nigerian Student Asso-
ciation.

According to Raysean Ford, a 
junior majoring in sociology and 
vice president of  Delta Rho frater-
nity, the black community at SJSU 
in the past was not as strong. The 
concept for Black Thursday was 
originally an event created at SJSU 
for the African-American students 
to fellowship.

“I want to fellowship with my 
fellow black students and enjoy 
meeting new people,” Ford said. “I 
want to make the black community 
on this campus stronger.”

Black Thursday, which occurs 
every third Thursday of  the month 
throughout the semester, was re-
located from the amphitheater at 
noon to the music room at 9 p.m. 
for more personal communication 
among students, Staples said. Also, 

The Student Union faces expansion, renovation and seis-
mic retrofi tting over the next fi ve years in a massive campus 
facilities overhaul that would be paid for by San Jose State 
University students if  it happens, school offi cials said.

According to the Executive Director of  the Student 
Union, Cathy Busalacchi, SJSU students took part in focus 
groups and surveys over the last two years to inform univer-
sity offi cials of  renovations or additions they would like to 
see for the Student Union, Health Center and Sport Club.

“The majority of  the feedback has been real positive,” 
Busalacchi said, citing a survey taken by 3,755 students last 
semester.

Student fees would be raised $40 a semester each se-
mester for four years to pay for the project, with an $80 per 
semester increase for the fi fth year, Busalacchi said.

“I’m defi nitely for it. Costs are not going to get any 
cheaper, you know?” said Robert Griggs, a senior majoring 
in aviation. “Eventually we’re going to have to renovate the 
buildings and it will cost about the same. Let’s get some 
new buildings while we’re at it.”

According to Busalacchi, the majority of  the funding 
for facilities renovations projects would need to come from 
student fees because there are no state funds for repairing 
buildings like the Student Union.

The Student Union doesn’t charge students to use 
rooms, according to Busalacchi, and 80-85 percent of  costs 
are handled by student fees. A smaller percentage of  funds 
come from concerts and other events held at the Student 
Union, Busalacchi said.

“The Student Union is operated by student fees,” Busa-
lacchi said. “And in the late 60s it was built by student fees.”

Busalacchi said that the fee increase would cover the 
cost of  seismically retrofi tting the Student Union before 
proceeding with aesthetic renovations. 

University President Don Kassing said that the Student 
Union needs to be brought up to seismic standards.

“We have to retrofi t for obvious safety reasons,” Kassing 
said. “And current student fees won’t support this need.”

About 30 people attended the lecture and book sign-
ing of  Michael Kohn’s travels in the country of  Mongolia 
on Wednesday night in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library at San Jose State University. 

He wrote two books, “Dateline Mongolia: An Ameri-
can Journalist in Nomad’s Land” and “Lama of  the Gobi: 
The Life and Times of  Danzan Rabjaa.” 

Kohn began with a bit of  his journalistic background 
and his reasons for wanting to travel the world following 
his education at University of  California Santa Barbara. 

“I wanted to join the Peace Corps, but their fi rst as-
signment for me was Mongolia,” Kohn said. “At the time 
it was the last place I wanted to go, but then I was offered 
a job at Mongol Messenger and ended up going there 
anyway, so I wanted to make the best of  it.” 

Kohn said that although the country of  Mongolia 
is three times the size of  France, it has only 2.8 million 
people, and is one of  the least densely populated nations 
on earth. 

He also said that they are trying to encourage people 

to marry and have children to increase the population. 
Cesar Serrano, a senior majoring in political science, 

is part of  Global Conversations, a student organization 
on campus. 

“I heard about this through Aurelia Figueroa,” Ser-
rano said. “The discussion was great because you never 

Drinking alcohol or beer could help 
you earn more money in the business 
world, according to a study published in 
the Journal of  Labor Research.

Edward Stringham, an economics pro-
fessor at San Jose State University and co-
author of  the social drinking study said, 
“There are many people who assume that 
drinking is necessarily bad for you, but 
our data suggests that responsible, social 

drinking is a potentially productive activ-
ity.

“We found that people who socially 
drink, on average earn 10 to 14 percent 
more that non-drinkers,” Stringham 
said.

Stringham and his co-author Betha-
ny Peters surveyed 8,000 people, asking 
them questions about their characteris-
tics, including marital status and income, 
Stringham said.

“I heard that you’re more social,” said 
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By the numbers: Social drinking

The average male drinker earns 

21 
percent more than the 

average male abstainer.

The average female drinker earns 

8
percent more than the 

average female abstainer 

Among full-time workers the 

average male drinker earns 

19
percent more than the 

average male abstainer

The average female drinker earns 

23
percent more than the 

average female abstainer

CSU Fee History

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

Year

1
9
9
7
-9

8

2
0
0
3
-0

4

2
0
0
2
-0

3

2
0
0
1
-0

2

2
0
0
0
-0

1

1
9
9
9
-0

0

1
9
9
8
-9

9

2
0
0
4
-0

5
2
0
0
5
-0

6

2
0
0
6
-0

7

By the numbers

*Information obtained from Cathy Busalacchi, executive director of the Student Union
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PHOTOS BY STEPHANIA BEDNAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

ABOVE: John Ross, a senior majoring in chemical engineering, and Julie LaRoche, an alum from San Jose State University, spend time at 
Peanuts.  BOTTOM RIGHT: Ross pours a glass of beer for himself.

PHOTO BY STEPHANIA BEDNAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michael Kohn, an author and journalist who works for Lonely Planet 
and the Associated Press, gave a talk on his experiences working in 
Mongolia on Wednesday in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.  

*Information obtained from “No Booze? You May Lose: Why Drinkers Earn More Money Than Nondrinkers,” by Bethany L. Peters and Edward Stringham



O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C YO P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
 Readers are encouraged to express 
themselves on the Opinion page with a letter 
to the editor.

A letter to the editor is a response to an 
issue or a point of view that has appeared in 
the Spartan Daily. 

Only letters between 200 to 400 words will 
be considered for publication.

Submissions become property of the 
Spartan Daily and may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, libel and length. Submissions must 
contain the author’s name, address, phone 
number, signature and major. 

Submissions may be placed in the Letters to 
the Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in 
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to 
(408) 924-3282, e-mail at spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily 
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, San Jose State 
University, One Washington Square, San 
Jose, CA 95192-0149.

Editorials are written by and are the con-
sensus of the Spartan Daily editors, not the 
staff.

Published opinions and advertisements do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan 
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications or SJSU.
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 SPARTA GUIDE 
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta 
Guide information online. Visit our Web site at 
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also sub-
mit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff  members. The deadline for entries is 
noon, three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of 
submissions. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received.  

Today

PreMed Club Food Drive

The PreMed Club is hosting a food drive until 
March 21. Barrels are located in Duncan Hall and 
Event Center Sport Club for drop-off. For more 
information, contact 
sjsu_premed_club@yahoo.com.

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry

The SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry will be 
holding a “Hour of  Power — Rosary Prayer Night,” 
at 8 p.m. in the SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry 
Center. For more information, contact Kay Polintan 
at (408) 938-1610.

The Listening Hour Concert Series

Join the School of  Music and Dance for “Live 
Music” with Electric Jazz and Contemporary 
Guitar from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall. For more information, 
contact Joan Stubbe at (408) 924-4673.

Commonwealth Club Silicon Valley Presents: Lalita Tademy

Commonwealth Club Silicon Valley Presents: 
Lalita Tademy, author of  “Red River.” Her debut 
novel, “Cane River” received critical accolades and 
was selected to Oprah Winfrey’s shows book club. 
The program and book signing is in the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library and doors open at 6:30 p.m.  
For more information, visit 
www.commonwealthclub.org

Wednesday

African American Faculty And Staff  Association

African American Faculty And Staff
 Association present Part II, Ethnic and Racial 
Diversity Programs on College Campuses: 
Appeasement vs. Commitment from 12 to 2 p.m. in 
the Student Union, Costanoan room. For more 
information, contact Oscar Battle at (408) 924-6117.

Women’s Weekly Discussion Group

Join Counseling Services for their Women’s Weekly 
Discussion Group from 1 to 2:20 p.m. in the 
Administration building, room 201. For more
information, contact Beverly Floresca at
(408) 924-5910.

QTIP

The Queers Thoughtfully Interrupting 
Prejudice will be holding its general meeting from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Student Union Almaden room. For 
more information, e-mail mastavic@mastavic.com.

Strong Interest Inventory

Join Counseling Services for Strong Interest 
Inventory, an event that puts emphasis on 
self-understanding, as well as career/major 
applications. The event will take place from 2:30 to 
3:30 p.m. in the Career Center, Mod F. For more 
information, contact Deanna Peck at (408) 924-5910.

Thursday

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry

The SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry will be 
holding the Alpha Omega Student Fellowship at 
8 p.m. in the SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry D 
Lounge. For more information, contact Kay 
Polintan at (408) 938-1610.

Acts 2 Christian Fellowship

Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly Bible 
Studies at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Union 
Guadalupe room. For more information, contact 
Justin Foon at (415) 786-9873.

Campus Crusade For Christ

Students from all walks of  life fi nd fellowship, 
cutting edge music, dynamic Biblical instruction and 
a closer walk with Jesus in the Spartan Memorial at 
8 p.m. For more information, contact Natalie Hill at 
(559) 230-7659.

We did not change as we grew older; 
we just became more clearly ourselves.

  — Lynn Hall

QUOTE OF THE DAY:

Don’t complain when only 2 percent of SJSU votes during A.S. Elections

Comedic news isn’t always funny
GUEST COLUMN:

YOU WRITE LIKE A GIRL:

Today is your opportunity to be heard. Among 
the 29,000-plus students of  San Jose State University, 
your vote could make or break the Associated Stu-
dents election. 

You are an intelligent human being, who in some 
way is getting an education to somehow better the 
world and contribute to society.

Stop me if  I’m wrong. 
You walk past the A.S. election booth too busy and 

with too much on your mind to take time to cast a bal-
lot for reasons that range from caring to not knowing 
to forming a conscience decision not to vote.

Yet simply recognizing that students at SJSU do not 
vote and the certain apathy with which it coincides, is 
really starting to infl uence my whole “think positive 
thoughts” mantra I’ve been trying to do ever since I 
opened a plastic Pandora box two weeks ago in an 
article on the Greek system.

Gore Vidal, the outspoken author and critic of  the 
American political system, once said, “Half  of  the 
American people never read a newspaper. Half  never 
voted for President. One hopes it is the same half.” 

You are half  way to voting with this newspaper in 
your hand or on your computer. Now the simple answer 
is to pick up the A.S. voting guide at Clark Hall or go 
online to www.as.sjsu.edu and become a voter today.

I believe in my vote, whether it is for A.S. elections 

or when I cast my ballot for the U.S. presidency in 
2008, I believe it means something.

Winston Churchill, a man I would trade a month 
of  my life to share a single conversation with, said, 
“The best argument against democracy is a fi ve-min-
ute conversation with the average voter.”

As college students in San Jose, 
one of  the most diverse universities 
in the country, we sit and wonder 
about the government. We discuss 
in class the changes we would make, 
we question authority, we are unable 
to believe the decisions by our lead-
ers and then on Election Day we see 
the long line and we walk away. 

Sure it is a generalization that all 
college students do not vote, espe-

cially in terms of  the presidential election or at the 
state level, but all politics are local and numbers do 
not lie. 

May I present my fi rst piece of  evidence to the 
jury — in last year’s highly uncontested A.S. election 
469 students voted, according to a March 23, 2006 
Spartan Daily article.

Four hundred and sixty-nine students represents 
roughly 2 percent of  the population of  SJSU. 

Imagine it’s your birthday and you invited 50 peo-

ple for a party at your apartment. The set party time 
strikes and in walks your dependable and loyal best 
friend. 

Followed by no one else. 
Met by disbelief, closely followed by boredom, the 

party has just become a night on the couch with 2 per-
cent of  your party watching Friends reruns. 

Your best friend did not suddenly become expend-
able, he or she is still the same person — the indepen-
dent variable if  you will — yet their importance just 
suddenly increased. 

Amid friends who had made other plans, those who 
had car trouble or homework or a job they were late 
for, one person made the difference. 

Metaphorically, the A.S. election and the lack of  
voting that will ensue today and tomorrow work much 
the same way.

In 2005, 1,627 students voted in the A.S. election, 
down 284 from the 1,931 who exercised their demo-
cratic muscles in 2004. 

For the sake of  your friend — the one friend who 
will represent you when it comes to big decisions like 
rallying at the state Capitol for lower tuition or decid-
ing what encompasses your student fees — show up 
and vote. 

Two new parties, SHIFT and Social Justice and 
Success for this University or S.J.S.U, representative 

of  23 candidates and three independents will inevi-
tably be chosen to represent you and make decisions 
which will directly affect, at the very least, how much 
you pay to attend this college. 

Do not relinquish your power to vote as 90 percent 
have done in the last three years, the way to create 
change is to be part of  the process. And the process is 
the A.S. election. 

For 2007-08 and perhaps beyond, these students 
will control $6.5 million for A.S. activity fees. Second 
to the new student government are two initiatives on 
the ballot.

The fi rst is a measure to approve changes within 
A.S. bylaws, something that should not be overlooked, 
but I believe in the foreground compared to the “CSU-
SJSU” initiative. 

With a simple majority vote, which historically would 
amount to about 500 students, your SJSU sweatshirt, 
diploma and everything else near and dear to your 
SJSU heart will read San Jose State-CSU San Jose. 

Make up your mind, make time today or tomorrow 
and don’t walk past another election table. 

Believe in your vote and become more than just 
2 percent.   

  
Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan Daily sports editor. 

“You Write Like A Girl” appears every Tuesday.    

Fake news can be fun.
The fake news programs on Comedy Central 

are fun and informative, but they aren’t really news 
programs. 

As soon as viewers take the stories on “The Dai-
ly Show” or “The Colbert Report” seriously, then 
it shows a lack of  general knowledge on news. 

This is not to say that regular cable news re-
ally reports the news either. Just 
tune in to your Fox Network and 
hear more inane “News Alerts” 
about who might be Anna Nicole 
Smith’s baby Danielle’s father, 
and viewers begin to wonder, 
what is news? 

So one network’s news might 
be another network’s joke writing 
material. Anyone who has seen In-

ternet clips of  Smith baked out of  her mind might 
wonder what the big deal is.  

Fox and CNN have spent hours reporting so-called 
news on celebrities. If  it wasn’t Smith, it was Britney 
Spears or some other famous, yet not newsworthy 
person. Meanwhile, somewhere in the world, there 
was likely a more interesting and provocative news 
story. They were just too busy covering the fl uffy “hu-
man interest” stuff. 

When John Stewart and his writers can come up 
with a more concise news story each day than regu-
lar cable news, and regular television news, it is a sad 
state of  affairs for the news media. 

Don’t get me wrong. I think “The Daily Show” is 
a brilliant spoof  of  CNN and “The Colbert Report” 
is a dead on spoof  of  Fox, and they’re funny, better 
than anything from “Saturday Night Live” over the 
past 20 years. 

Fox didn’t want to be outdone, so they decided to 
make their own version of  “The Daily Show” and 
called it “The Half  Hour News Hour” which pre-
miered on March 3, but showed again on March 10.  

Frankly the new program is indistinguishable from 
the material Fox normally calls news. 

So, really there wasn’t a laugh to be had. Fox obvi-
ously thought copying a sad old comedy hour gim-
mick from the mid ‘90s would be hip with the young 
people. 

The program failed on every level. For starters, 
they made fun of  the Democrats and the American 

Civil Liberties Union, likening both groups to fascists. 
The jokes were so not funny that they piped in canned 
laughter that was painfully obvious. 

The lamest joke of  all, what would happen if  
Newt Gingrich was the president of  the United 
States and Anne Coulter was vice president and 
they solve every problem on earth in 100 days. This 
was their idea of  humor, to have them simply solve 
everything. 

I assumed a joke was a story with a witty climax. 
Not so with this idea. 

I don’t think so. Just putting a smart mouthed talk 
show host or a radically conservative author in the 
White House would be a disaster because neither per-
son really knows anything about running a country. 
They never indicate in any skit that there is a joke to 
be found anywhere.  

John Stewart has enough good sense to mock both 
sides of  the political debate, but Fox does not. 

Fox is in no danger of  stealing Comedy Central’s 
thunder. 

When Fox used to be edgy with suggestive comedy 
like “Married with Children” and weird stories about 
conspiracy on “The X Files,” they were actually wor-
thy of  note. Now they’re too conservative for their 
own good, and behind the times. 

This article is not coming from a liberal bias, but 
if  it were in this case it wouldn’t be a bad thing. I’m 
actually conservative. After all, comedy is best when it 
mocks itself, plays to the silly stuff  and makes people 
laugh. 

The hideous Fox version of  comedy news was so 
dull and annoying that it seemed an insult on humor 
itself. Canned laugh tracks didn’t cause me to crack 
even a smile. They never do.  

Stewart and Colbert can laugh at themselves. 
That’s why it’s funny. They don’t take comedy seri-
ously. But Fox does take it seriously. Therein lies the 
problem. 

Humor must be a diffi cult thing for stuffy conser-
vative watchdogs. Maybe they shouldn’t attempt it 
then. I’d rather watch paint drying on a wall while 
sick with stomach fl u than watch any more of  the Fox 
version of  comedy. 

Adam Browne is a Spartan Daily senior staff  writer.  Guest 

columns appear every Tuesday and Wednesday.

LINDSAY BRYANT

ADAM BROWNE



Mugsy McCoy, a junior majoring in 
communications studies, said the current 
facilities at SJSU are more than accept-
able when compared to those found at 
Tuskegee University in Alabama, a col-
lege he previously attended.

“Tuskegee has real old-school facili-
ties,” McCoy said. “But there’s no major, 
big need at SJSU for renovations.” 

McCoy added that he most likely 
wouldn’t be in favor of  a fee increase to 
help fund the proposed building renova-
tions.

“I wouldn’t like that,” McCoy said. 
“The Student Union and the Health 
Center are pretty decent.”

Busalacchi said that the seismic evalu-
ation of  the Student Union may be com-
pleted by the end of  2007, with the ac-
tual retrofi tting being fi nalized sometime 
in 2008. According to Busalacchi, the 
university has hired “another fi rm” as 
a second voice for checking the Student 
Union’s architectural and constructional 
needs.

Possible partnerships, including do-
nors or sponsors, are also possibilities to 
help ease costs, Busalacchi said.

In a town hall meeting held at the 
Student Union last Thursday, Busalac-
chi, Kassing and Vice President of  Stu-
dent Affairs Veril Phillips administered a 
presentation that outlined proposed costs 
and included artist renderings of  poten-
tial reconstruction results.

Busalacchi said that renovations 
would expand the Student Union west-
ward and create plaza areas where stu-
dents could congregate, socialize or run 
special events.

“Right now, we don’t have enough 
space for students,” Busalacchi said.

In referencing possible renovations to 
SJSU’s Student Union at the meeting, 
Busalacchi showed a slide show of  pic-
tures that included an image of  a student 
gathering space at University of  Califor-
nia, San Diego. According to Busalacchi, 
UCSD’s version of  a student gathering 
space was constructed in the late 1980s.

“That’s how far behind we are,” 
Busalacchi said. “Students already have 
that.”

Dean Ramos, a senior majoring in man-
agement information systems. “You talk 
to more people so it opens up opportuni-
ties.”  

People who go to bars and socially 
drink have the convenience of  mingling 
with potential clients and business pro-
fessionals, giving them the advantage of  
networking that non-drinkers don’t have, 
Stringham said.

“If  you drink too much and don’t know 
your limits, no one will respect you. You 
have to fi nd a balance,” Ramos said.

One of  the variables looked at wheth-
er people frequent bars Stringham said, 
“And people who did, earned seven per-
cent more than people who didn’t, so 
that’s seven percent on top of  the already 
10 percent, more money than the person 
who does not go to bars or drinks.”

Jose Romero, a senior majoring in jus-
tice studies, said that it makes sense be-
cause there’s more room to network, and 
when people drink, it’s easier to socialize.

“Even though you don’t know a per-
son, people ease up when they drink, 
and you never know, that person may 
work somewhere that may benefi t you,” 
Romero said.

When asked how this study could af-
fect college students, Stringham said that 
it is much safer for students to drink in a 
responsible public place than in a private 
setting.

“Many students are going to drink no 
matter what, and given that, they should 
be drinking in responsible social settings, 
rather than home alone,” Stringham 
said.

Mark Ulanday, a senior majoring in 
occupational therapy said, “I consider 
alcohol as medication, right after fi nals 
— straight to (the San Jose) Bar ‘n Grill.  
Drinking has its positives and negatives, 
but everything in moderation.”

Stringham was especially concerned 
with universities banning alcohol at cer-
tain school functions.

“One policy that might not be a good 
idea,” Stringham said, “is the recent de-

cision by the California State Uni-
versity system to stop serving alcohol 
at football games.”

“It’s going to remove an area 
where students can engage in re-
sponsible social drinking, and it’s 
going to mean students are going to 
engage in less responsible drinking.”

Although the data did point to a 
higher income for those who socially 
drank, Stringham didn’t think it was 
something that could help people fi -
nancially.

“I had pretty much had just as-
sumed that drinking was something 
people did just for fun,” Stringham 
said. “I didn’t think it increased 

peoples earning, so I was surprised 
at the results. But after thinking 
about it and discussing the ideas, I 
think this is something that many 
businesses have known for a long 
time.” 

Stringham got involved with this 
study when his co-author Bethany 
Peters had the curiosity to run the 
study.  He said it took about two 
years to complete the survey and the 
writing for the article.

The article, “No Booze, You May 
Lose, Why Drinkers Earn More 
Money than Non-Drinkers.” was 
published in the Journal of  Labor 
Research.
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CATCH THE

SAVINGS!

Improving your home this spring?  Consolidating bills?
Make it extra affordable with a Home Equity Line of Credit
from USE Credit Union.

Get up to $250,000, or more!
No negative amortization
5.99% APR 6-month Intro Rate2

Prime Minus 1.00% Lifetime Rate
(currently 7.25% APR)
No points, fees or up-front costs3

Potential tax benefits4

Two Locations!

SJSU – Event Center

1570 West San Carlos St.

(408) 282-7707 or (408) 282-7703

Loans subject to credit approval. Rates, terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Rates as of 3/1/07.
1. Monthly payments based on 5.99% APR for six months and may increase thereafter. 2. You’ll receive an intro APR as low
as 5.99% for the first 6 months of your loan. Thereafter, your rate may be as low as the The Wall Street Journal prime rate
(8.25% as of 3/2/07) minus 1.00%. Rates and margin require combined loan to value of up to 80% on both owner-
and non-owner-occupied, 1-4 units properties, in California, and other criteria, including an active USE checking
account with auto-pay. The maximum APR is 12.99%. 3. USE pays all closing costs on lines up to $250,000.
4. Professional tax advice is recommended.

�

�

�

�

�

�

Low-Cost Home Equity Solution

$50,000 for
$255 a month!

1

www.usecu.org

Samuel Merritt College, a premier
health sciences institution, offers 

an outstanding education in:

• Doctor of Podiatric Medicine

• Doctor of Physical Therapy

• Master Physician Assistant

• Master of Occupational Therapy

• Master of Science in Nursing

• Bachelor of Science in Nursing

College Preview Day is designed for
prospective students and their families 
to learn about the College, including 
program overview sessions, campus 
tours and financial aid information.

Join us at 
Samuel Merritt College

Preview Day

800-607-6377
www.samuelmerritt.edu

Oakland, San Francisco, 
Sacramento & the Peninsula

Saturday, April 14, 2007
9:00 a.m.

SMC Health Education Center
400 Hawthorne Avenue

Oakland
RSVP: www.samuelmerritt.edu/

admission/preview_rsvp

Retrofi t- Planned renovation of 
SU would include plaza areas 
Continued from page 1

Thursday- Event 
creates fellowship 
among students

Continued from page 1

Study- Drinkers have networking advantage in social situations 
Continued from page 1

around that time of  the day it was hard to get students 
to stop and interact with one another.

“I think that people are a lot less intimidated, too, in 
a smaller room,” Ford said.

“We wanted to take the time to make it big, and 
fi nd alternative ways to make it better,” Staples said. 
“We’re having it at night because no one really shows 
up during the day.”

“This is better but it seems like only black people 
are here, during the day we had a more mixed crowd,” 
said Joe Udeoji, a senior majoring in health science 
and the president of  the Nigerian Student Associa-
tion.

Kayla Livingston, a sophomore majoring in hos-
pitality management said, “I like it better inside. It’s 
more personal.”

“You get to interact with your fellow students. Plus, 
I haven’t been to an event in a long time and it’s fun to 
see everybody together,” said Livingston.

In order to get things started Staples, one of  the 
coordinators, initiated an icebreaker, which lasted only 
for about 10 minutes.

“Bring them all in the same room and now they 
have to talk,” Staples said.

According to Alpha English, the event has lost 
some of  its value. English, who is a member of  Del-
ta Rho and a graduate student, came to check out 
how well the undergraduates are representing the 
organization.

“Its 2007, not 2001. I’m used to back in the day, this 
is disappointing to me,” said English.

Jenisha McCoy regional chair of  the Black Alli-
ance of  Scientists and Engineers for the West Coast 
and a senior majoring in electrical engineering, at-
tended. 

“I know they had fl yers, but I don’t think a lot of  
people knew about it,” she said. “I think it will be 
successful because not a lot of  people have classes at 
night.”

Chenece Blackshear, another member of  the Black 
Alliance and a junior majoring in chemistry, was there 
for networking purposes among the other organiza-
tions on campus.

Anastasia Locklin, a sophomore majoring in psy-
chology running for director of  climate affairs, came 
to campaign and meet new people.

“During the day people are in and out of  classes,” 
said Locklin. “When they start having it consecutively 
and consistently, people will start to attend.”

Juane Pruitt, the Black Thursday event chair and 
a sophomore whose major is undeclared, said that it 
was a group decision to move the event into this new 
location.

Visit www.thespartandaily.com 
for exclusive online content.



The San Jose State University 
softball team split a pair of  highly 
contested games with the visiting 
Mercer University Bears on Mon-
day, winning the fi rst game of  the 
doubleheader 2-1 before dropping 
the second game 5-4.

The Spartans went ahead 1-0 
in the bottom of  the 3rd inning of  
game one when Elizabeth Perez, 
who led-off  the inning with a walk, 
scored on designated hitter Sarah 
Smiths’ sacrifi ce fl y.

Spartan starting pitcher Kelly 
Harrison pitched 6 1/3 innings al-
lowing only four hits and striking 

out six Bears’ hitters.
Harrison said she was able to 

keep the Mercer hitters off  balance 
the entire game.

“Our coaches mixed-up a lot of  
my pitches and I think that really 
helped,” Harrison said. 

Mercer was able to push across 
the tying run in the top of  the 
6th inning, but the Spartans an-
swered back in the bottom half  of  
the inning with a bang.

With two outs, Spartan short-
stop Elizabeth Robertson belted a 
home run over the left fi eld fence, 
putting the Spartans ahead 2-1. 

“We only needed one run and I 
was just looking for a pitch where 
I could hit the ball hard,” Robert-
son said. “She hung a pitch over 

the plate, I didn’t think 
it was gone but I knew 
that I was on it.”

Harrison was re-
placed with one out in 
the top of  the 7th inning 
by pitcher Roxanne Be-
jarano, who promptly 
struck out two batters, 
preserving the win for 
the Spartans and pick-
ing up her third save of  
the year.

Head coach Peter 
Turner was pleased with 
the way his team was 
able to win a close ball-
game, but was less than 
enthused about the way 
his team played during 
the doubleheader.

“We are not playing 
the way we are trained 
to,” Turner said. “For 
the last six games we 
have been playing to the 
level of  our competi-
tion, and (Mercer) is not 
a team that should beat 

us. It is that simple, we are not ex-
ecuting.”

Bejarano pitched seven strong 
innings in game two for the Spar-
tans striking out three and giving 
up fi ve unearned runs.

The Spartans struggled on de-
fense during the second game 
committing four errors, leading to 
the fi ve Mercer runs.

“Four errors is not what we are 
built around,” Turner said. “We 
are built around solid defense and 
that didn’t happen. We made some 
mistakes and that cost us.”

Trailing 5-1 in the fi nal inning 
the Spartans had runners on fi rst 
and second with nobody out. 

After plating one run, Brittnay 
McConnell doubled to center fi eld 
driving in two runs and cutting the 
defi cit to a single run with only one 
out in the inning. 

The rally stopped there as Rob-
ertson grounded out — stranding 
the tying run on second base.

“We came out thinking we had 
it in the bag,” McConnell said. 
“The fi rst game we got lucky, we 
found a way to win. 

“The second game we weren’t 
there to back up our pitcher, I mean 
four errors is ridiculous,” she said. 

Turner plans on tightening up a 
few loose ends in practice this week 
before heading into Western Ath-
letic Conference play. 

“My concern right now is the 
way our approach is at the plate, 
we have to make adjustments,” 
Turner said. “We also need to 
shore up our defense and be a lot 
sharper there.” 

The Spartans (14-12) begin 
conference play this weekend when 
they host New Mexico State Uni-
versity at SJSU Field. Game one of  
the Friday doubleheader is sched-
uled to start at 1 p.m.
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2007 SUM
M

ER
PROGRAM

UNDERGRADUATE

www.scu.edu/summer      scusummer@scu.edu       408.554.4833

SESSIONS

1 June 21–July 27 (5 weeks)

2 July 30–September 5 (5 weeks)

3 Three-week sessions begin June 18 

One year of general chemistry, organic 
chemistry, or physics in nine weeks

Class schedule available online now

Open Enrollment

Online Courses Available

Core Courses Available

$230 Per Unit

Santa ClaraUniversity

Softball team wins, then loses

On Thursday March 15, the sports page ran an article on the lacrosse club team at San 
Jose State University. The headline read “Lacrosse travels west to California; gains NCAA 
status” incorrectly inferring that SJSU gained NCAA Div. 1 status. Instead the SJSU 
lacrosse team is part of the developing Div. B  Western Collegiate Lacrosse League.

Sports page correction 

Kelly Harrison, an undeclared junior, pitches against 
Mercer University yesterday at the Municipal Stadium 

PHOTO BY HANNA THRASHER/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

JOSH WEAVER

STAFF WRITER

Nine wins in hand
Spartans grab weekend wins

Alexis Higlett, 
a senior at-

tacker, keeps 
the ball away 
from Jazmin 

Brown, a 
senior utility 
player from 

Princeton 
University in 

Saturday’s 
win over 

Princeton 
22-9.  The 
Spartans 
beat the 

University 
of Maryland 
the next day 

10-6. 

PHOTO BY LAUREN SAGAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER



ries up to market rate in order to 
remain competitive. We cannot 
move forward on this effort with-
out either a larger portion of  the 
state general fund or an increase 
in student fees.”

Here at SJSU, the Associated 
Students has organized a letter-
writing campaign opposing the 
tuition increase, said Jessica Loe-
big, director of  extracurricular 
affairs.

“I believe that all students 
have the right to an education,” 
Loebig said. “It shouldn’t just be 
a privilege for those who can af-
ford it.”

A.S. also plans to lobby state 
senators next month to reverse 
the tuition increases, Loebig 
said.

The CSU Board of  Trustees 
has raised tuition in fi ve out of  the 
last six years — totaling a 91 per-
cent increase in tuition since 2002, 
said Nadir Vissanjy, chairman of  
the California State Student As-
sociation, a group that lobbies for 
the interests of  the 417,000 stu-
dents in the CSU system.

“What’s happening is that the 

state is balancing the budget on 
the backs of  students,” Visanjy 
said. “There is a lack of  investment 
into higher education. There must 
be a cultural shift. We must value 
higher education.”

In recent years, the CSU Board 
of  Trustees has approved tuition 
increases to offset state budget cuts 
totaling $524 billion, CSU spokes-
man Paul Browning said.

Still, the cost of  attending a 
CSU school remains less than the 
cost of  attending a comparable 
university, Browning said.

“CSU students will pay, on av-
erage, $3,451 with the increase,” 
Browning said. “The average full-
time fee among universities that 
are comparable in the U.S. is about 
$6,600. … We’re still a great deal. 
The best deal in town.”

SJSU’s Associated Students will 
hold a meeting tonight at 6 p.m. in 
the recreation center in Campus 
Village’s Building B on how stu-
dents can lobby lawmakers, Loe-
big said.

“It’s hard for one student to do 
something by themselves,” Loebig 
said. “But if  we come together, 
that’s when we’ll have the stron-
gest voice.”

really hear about Mongolia or 
other central Asian countries. It’s a 
great opportunity to inform people 
about them, and other countries 
struggling to transition from Soviet 
infl uences, and from communism 
to democratic government.” 

Mongolia is situated right in the 
middle of  Asia and borders two 
of  the world’s prominent nations, 
Russia and China. 

“Mongolia borders the former 
Soviet Union, now called Russia, 
China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz-
stan, and was once connected to 
the Silk Road where ancient peo-
ple traded goods,” Kohn said. 

Uyanga Jigjidsuren, a market-
ing major from De Anza College, 
will be transferring to SJSU in the 
fall. 

“I am from Mongolia, from 
the capital city of  Ulaan Bataar,” 
Jigjidsuren said. “I have been here 
two and one half  years. I thought 
the talk was awesome and it was 
accurate. A lot of  negative things 
go on in Mongolia, but he chose 
to mention the positive things 
too.” 

Genghis Khan conquered most 
of  the Asian world in the 13th 
Century, Kohn said, after ending a 
civil war that had lasted between 
nomadic tribes for 25 years. 

“The Great Wall of  China 
never kept them out because they 
found ways of  getting over it, brib-
ing guards at the gates or breaking 
through it in weak spots,” Kohn 
said. “Eventually the Mongolian 

warlords infl uenced and conquered 
China and parts of  Russia.” 

However, Genghis Kahn’s de-
scendants continued the legacy of  
his empire. 

“His ancestor, Kublai Khan, 
expanded the empire from the 
Pacifi c to Poland,” Kohn said. 
“He founded what was called Bei-
jing.” 

John Doherty, a junior major-
ing in history, thought that it was 
an interesting history lesson. 

“From a history student’s stand-
point, it’s very interesting to hear 
about cultures, going to that cul-
ture and immersing yourself  into 
that culture,” Doherty said. 

Aurelia Figueroa, founder of  
Global Conversations, is the ex-
ecutive director of  the American 
Youth Scholarship Foundation 
and she said that it was the most 
interesting event Global Conversa-
tions has had thus far. 

“It’s amazing how Mike (Kohn) 
manages to weave history, religion 
and politics seamlessly in one pre-
sentation,” Figueroa said.  

According to Kohn, in 1911 the 
Manchu Dynasty collapsed, lead-
ing to communism in 1921, which 
took hold in Mongolia until 1990 
when democracy was adopted. 

“The Mongolians have a no-
madic culture that clashes with 
Russian culture, so there are a lot 
of  artifacts from the era of  Stalin 
there,” Kohn said. 

The communists outlawed reli-
gion and destroyed many Buddhist 
temples, Kohn said, but after com-
munism ended, missionaries from 

other countries brought Buddhism 
back. The country is mostly Tibet-
an Buddhist with a little Christian 
and a smaller amount of  Muslim 
infl uences. 

“Ironically, a large movement 
of  Buddhism came from Austra-
lia,” Kohn said. 

According to Kohn, it took 
awhile for democracy to work in 
Mongolia. They went through four 
prime ministers late in the 20th 
Century. Then the Socialist party 
emerged and gained infl uence. 

“The socialists were formerly 
communist,” Kohn said. “They 
lured young voters and newlywed 
voters through big elections that 
were like a national holiday. The 
opposition in these elections wins 
always.” 

That is, until the last election in 
2004, Kohn said. It was a tie, so 
they decided to split the govern-
ment evenly, half  democratic and 
half  socialist. 

Kohn explained about Mongo-
lian lifestyle, about their tent like 
yurts, and mobile cities, as they nev-
er quite stopped being nomadic. 

His book, “Dateline Mongolia: 
An American Journalist in No-
mad’s Land” details much of  his 
experiences in the country. 

“Nomads move three or four 
times a season when it is bitter 
cold, sometimes as low as 20 de-
grees Fahrenheit,” Kohn said. 
“They have to fi nd pastures for 
their grazing animals. In 1999, fi ve 
million head of  cattle died because 
it was a very bad winter.” 

Otilia Ahad, a graduate student 

in counseling education, thought 
that it was very informative. 

“I liked the landscapes (from 
the slideshow) and the pictures of  
hills and mountains, and how he 
was informative about different 
cultures,” Ahad said

During the winter months, the 
nomads have something called the 
eagle hunt, Kohn said. They use 
giant eagles to stalk foxes on the 
ice and catch them. 

“An eagle can see 10 times bet-
ter than a man,” Kohn said. “They 
use them to catch game. I was on 
an expedition once and it took 10 
days to fi nd a gold fox, but when 
they did, there was a big celebra-
tion, and one of  the trappers got a 
fox fur hat out of  it.” 

In the summer, they have festivals 
where young men and even chil-
dren ride bareback on horses and 
they have rodeos and horse races 
across the steppes, Kohn said. 

“The horses are half  wild,” 
Kohn said. “They catch the horse 
and tame it enough to ride, and 
then bring it to the celebration. 
Even young children can ride and 
perform in their version of  a ro-
deo. They are quite skilled horse-
men.” 

Mongolia has a large abun-
dance of  minerals and copper, 
Kohn said, but the rich are getting 
richer while the poor are getting 
poorer. 

In terms of  education, Kohn 
said, Mongolian children are well 
educated in English and the litera-
cy rate in the cities is 97 percent for 
men and 99 percent for women. 
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CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, 
punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The 
first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra 
charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.

MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4

RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 

$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS 

ARE PREPAID.  

• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% 
discount

SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be 
placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s 
individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or 
other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

SPARTAN DAILY
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209

FAX:
408.924.3282

EMAIL: 
spsartandailyads@casa.sjsu.edu

ONLINE:
www.thespartandaily.com

   CLASSIFIEDS
Submit and Pay for your Classifieds Online with the convenience of a credit card.  Questions on how to place your classified? Call 408.924.3277

DISCLAIMER

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist

of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone 

numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete 

information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount 

vacations or merchandise. 

EMPLOYMENT

OFFICE ASSISTANT Small
office. Phones & reserva-
tions. Light computer work. 
Good phone skills a must. 
Flex hrs. (408) 292-7876 

EASTER SEALS seeks
Lifeguards, Instructional Life-
guards & Aquatic Specialists, 
part or full time in San Jose 
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex 
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call 
Tiago@408 295-0228. Send 
resume to
 jobs@esba.org or fax to 
408 275-9858. $11-$15/ hour. 
DOE.

DAYCARE TEACHERS. 

K-8th school seeks respon-
sible individuals for extended 
daycare, PT, PMs. No ECE 
units req’d. Previous child-
care exp. a must. Please call 
248-2464

LEADERS/COUNSLR/IN-

STRCT P/ T positions avail-
able for school hours and 
after-school hours.
Need car & have experience 
working with youth. 
Call 408-287-4170, 
ext. 221 or 237
AAE/ EOP 

MONEY FINDERS WANT-

ED. Help return lost money 
to others and get paid. 
916-733-1505

ACTION DAY NURSERY/

PRIMARY PLUS seeking 
Infant, Toddler & Preschool 
Teachers & Aides. FT& PT 
positions avail. Substitute 
positions are also avail that 
offer flex hrs. ECE units are 
req’d for teacher positions 
but not req’d for Aide posi-
tions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Develop majors. 
Call Cathy for an interview@ 
244-1968 X16 or fax res. to 
248-7433

VALET PARKERS WANTED 

School is in session. Are you 
looking for a part-time job 
that is flexible with your busy 
school schedule while mak-
ing good money? Well, look 
no further. Corinthian Parking 
Services is looking for valet 
attendants to fill positions 
at local malls and private 
events.
Requirements:
* Must be at least 21 yrs old
* Must have a valid CA Class 
C license
* Must provide CLEAN DMV 
driving record
* MUST be responsible, well-
groomed and punctual
* MUST HAVE PROFES-
SIONAL ATTITUDE
If this is you, please call 
408-981-5894 for interview. 

DELI HELP $10-

12/HR
M-F. 9:30-2:30. 152 NORTH 
THIRD ST. SJ

DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 
every weekend. Must have 
reliable truck or van., Heavy 
lifting is required. 
408 292-7876 

SITTERS WANTED. $10
or more per hour. Register 
FREE for jobs at 
www.student-sitters.com. 

EARN $2500+ MONTHLY 

and more to type simple ads 
online.
www.DataEntryTypers.com 

ATTENTION SJSU STU-

DENTS PART TIME OPEN-
INGS
$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the company for 
students, has part-time open-
ings available for customer 
sales/ service. The positions 
offer numerous unique ben-
efits for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded 
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experi-
ence! Watch for us on-cam-
pus throughout the semester 
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu

MonsterTRAK is looking for 
campus representatives at 
SJSU. We want enthusiastic 
students who are interested 
in business and in gaining 
marketing/ promotions ex-
perience. Positions are part 
time and paid on a flexible 
schedule, 5-10 hours/wk.
Contact: Alex McComber
amccomber@vilcom.com

FOR RENT

SJSU INTERNATIONAL 

HOUSE *One block to 
campus
*US & Internat’l students
*Safe/ friendly/ home-like
*Intercultural experience
*Computer lab, study room & 
student kitchen
*Wireless internet access
*Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now! sjsu.edu/ihouse
360 S. 11th St. 924-6570 

SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL EDITING 

for your paper or dissertation. 
Experienced. Efficient. Exact. 
Familiar with APA & Chicago 
styles. ESL is a specialty. 
Grace@ (831) 252-1108 or 
Evagrace@aol.com or visit 
www.gracenotesediting.com 

NEED CPR CER-

TIFICATION?
$45 SPECIAL for SJSU 
students w/ ID. Training at 
your location or ours. Adult/ 
Child/ Infant CPR, First Aid, 
BLS for Healthcare Provid-
ers, Pediatric (EMSA) for 
Childcare Providers. Call 
(408) 420-6483 or 
408) 416-1607. Email--- fast-
cprclass@gmail.com Get 
your cards the same day!

POKER LESSONS/ 

COACHING Want to learn 
or improve at poker? I can 
help! I teach beginning to 
intermediate players Texas 
Hold’em for live or online 
play. I had over $100,000 in 
tournament cashes in 2006 
including a 2nd place finish 
in the PartyPoker Sunday 
Million. Contact me to learn 
more. Talk to you soon!
Abel Garza Talamantez
abel@raiserplay.com 

OPPORTUNITIES

COURT RE-

SEARCHERS

WANTED
Flexible hours. Will train to 
research court records at 
local courthouse. 
Call1-(800) 759-3851.

VEARN WHILE YOU 

LEARN Flipping Burgers for 
$6/hour OR 
Flipping Houses for $10K 
Month? Learn How! Call 
Now!
877.517.5701

EVENTS

EVERYONE INVITED! First
Presbyterian Church
49 N. 4th Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-297-7212
http:// www.fpcsj.org/
Lenten Soup Suppers
Each Wednesday in Lent 
we will begin with our Soup 
Supper at 6:30 pm. and our 
program at 7:30 pm. Every-
one is invited!
Upcoming Lenten Discus-
sions
Wednesday March 21 - “The 
Women with the Ointment”
Wednesday March 28 - “The 
Compassionate Samaritan”
Upcoming Sunday Services
Every Sunday at 10:30 am
Fellowship at 11:30 am
Sunday March 18 ñ ìDad 
always loved you moreî
Sunday March 25 ñ ìAre you 
anointed?î
Sunday April 1 - Palm Sun-
day- Finger Food Brunch
Sunday April 8 - Easter Sun-
day- Easter Egg Hunt

Kohn- Mongolia ‘went through four prime ministers’ in 20th century 
Continued from page 1

Fees- CSU Board of Trustees 
raised tuition 91% since 2002
Continued from page 1

CORRECTION: A.S. candidate Benjamin Henderson was misquoted in an article 
entitled “Candidates speak out” from March 13. The quote said Henderson would 
“pass” a resolution to make a list of advisors and resources available for students.
The quote should have said Henderson already did this as controller.



If  your vagina could talk, what 
would it say? If  it wore clothes, what 
would it wear? These were just two 
of  the questions raised at the Wom-
en’s Resource Center’s benefi t per-
formance of  “The Vagina Mono-
logues,” which came to a close Friday 
night in Morris Dailey Auditorium. 

“It was very informative and inter-
esting — I liked how it brought hu-

mor but also dealt with serious and 
important issues,” said Lydia Avelar, 
a senior majoring in psychology.

The performances were showcased 
Thursday and Friday night to raise 
funds for Asian Americans for Com-
munity Involvement’s Asian Women’s 
Home, Young Women’s Christian As-
sociation Rape Crisis Center and Casa 
Amiga in Juarez, Mexico. 

“This cause is very important to 
me, there are far too many people 
that think it’s OK to treat women 
poorly,” said Candy Price, a senior 
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MOVIE QUOTE OF THE DAY:

“In telling the story of my fatherʼs life, itʼs impossible to separate fact 
from fi ction, the man from the myth. The best I can do is to tell it the way 
he told me. It doesnʼt always make sense and most of it never happened 

... but thatʼs what kind of story this is.”
—Billy Crudup, ʻBig Fish,̓  2003

‘The Vagina Monologues’ 
off ers a piece of mind

South Korea creates 
a big scare on screen

MEGAN WOOD

STAFF WRITER

RANIER RAMIREZ

STAFF WRITER

FROM AN ENTERTAINMENT PERSPECTIVE: majoring in theatre and one of  
the volunteer actresses. “I love 
performing, so to raise awareness 
through performing ties two ma-
jor loves together.” 

The show is a compilation of  
many women’s experiences with 
puberty, sex, rape and their over-
all feelings of  being a woman.

“Women should not forget 
their vaginas or be ashamed of  
their bodies ... this year lets fo-
cus on empowering women and 
recognizing strong vaginas,” said 
Nancy Del Castillo, this year’s 
volunteer coordinator and active 
member in Santa Clara Univer-
sity’s Women’s Resources.

Both men and women attend-
ed the show, including Eduardo 
Higareda, a sophomore major-
ing in music education, who 
came to support his girlfriend 
and felt that the performance 
was “a great way for women to 
speak their minds and be heard, 
and supports a good cause.”

And speak they did.
One part of  the performance 

that, seemingly, had women nod-
ding their heads was “My Angry 
Vagina” about the woes of  wom-
anhood.

First to be addressed was the 
discomfort of   “dry, stiff  tam-
pons” and “would it kill someone 
to lubricate them?”

Next was the joy of  the annual 
Pap smear, a pelvic examination 
that women endure to detect 
cancer and other abnormalities. 

From the harsh metal stirrups 
to the nurse’s encouraging, albeit 
laughable, “scoot down further 
dear, and RELAX” and fi nally, 
the frosty duck-lip calipers that 
aren’t supposed to hurt, but do.

No stone was left unturned.
The women then shared their 

confusion over the fascination 

of  “butt-fl oss,” or thongs and g-
strings, and how regular cotton 
panties should be installed with 
“French Ticklers.” 

You know, for happier vaginas.
“I hope people realize that 

while it is a very entertaining 
show, these are real women’s sto-
ries and real experiences … it’s 
serious too,” Price said.

While the evening was mostly 
lighthearted and humorous, there 
were defi nitely somber moments 
that dealt with issues of  rape and 
domestic violence.

One such experience was of  
a 13-year-old-girl who had been 
raped by her father’s friend while 
he was over for poker night. The 
girl’s father shot the man while he 
was raping his daughter and due 
to the incident, the girl’s mother 
refused to allow the girl to see her 
father again.

Another monologue detailed 
the acid burnings of  girls in the 
Middle East who lost their vir-
ginities or had been raped and 
therefore dishonored the fam-
ily. The story described the fi ery 
burn and the smell of  melted 
skin, as well as the pain of  being 
a hated member of  the commu-
nity.

It was monologues and stories 
like these that spoke truth to the 
statistic that every two and a half  
minutes someone is sexually as-
saulted in America, according to 
the Rape, Abuse and Incest Na-
tional Network.  

One in six women will be vic-
tims of  sexual assault, compared 
to one in 33 men. Meanwhile, 
only 41 percent of  these crimes 
will be reported. 

“Until the violence has stopped 
against women and girls, V-Day 
will continue and this show will 
continue,” Del Castillo said. 

“The Host” is more than a typi-
cal horror-thriller monster movie 
— it also tosses together elements 
of  comedy, social-political com-
mentary and melodrama.                                   

Released in South Korea in 
2006, “The Host” is the top-
grossing movie of  all time from 
that country. 

The movie begins with a U.S. 
scientist on a military base dump-
ing toxic chemicals down a drain 
that fl ows into Seoul’s Han River.   

Years later, a giant mutated am-
phibious creature crawls out of  the 
river, hungry for humans. The en-
suing mass-panic scene is intense 
and humorous at the same time.  

The monster is agile, yet 
clumsy for being about the size 
of  a truck and looks like a mu-
tated tadpole with legs. It has a 
nightmarish mouth that can open 
wide enough to swallow a human 
whole and has four sets of  teeth 
lining its insides with a lizard-like 
tongue to top it off.     

A slow-witted food stand work-
er, Park Gang-Du (Song Kang-Ho) 
watches in horror as his daugh-
ter, Hyun-Seo (Ko Ah-Sung), is 
snatched away by the monster.  

The South Korean govern-
ment, working under informa-
tion from the U.S. Military, is 
led to believe that the monster 
is the “host” of  a new virus that 
infected and killed an American 
soldier after a skirmish. All the 
people who came into contact 

with the monster were forced to 
be quarantined, including Gang-
Du, who had helped the soldier. 

    Later in the movie it seems 
like the monster is the least of  their 
worries, as world organizations 
start to intervene, virus paranoia 
spreads to the local populace and 
the family gets separated.    

Several times throughout 
the movie, suspense is raised as 
Hyun-Seo is seen trapped in the 
lair and trying to fi nd a way out 
while the monster is away.  

There are a couple of  things 
that make this different from any 
other monster movie. One is that 
they don’t delay and tease us by 
not fully showing the monster until 
far into the fi lm — the initial ram-
page is about 12 minutes in. 

Also, instead of  showing large-
scale reactions to the monster 
and having main characters that 
are scientists or soldiers, it focuses 
how one normal family is trying 
to fi ght against everything.  

During some serious scenes, 
you can’t help but to laugh at 
what’s going on, such as when 
the monster chases down a slow-
moving, plump man to eat, or 
when someone is handed an 
empty gun to fi ght. At the same 
time these things do not seem 
completely out of  place and do 
not ruin the mood.   

It’s nice to see something differ-
ent and new in theaters from time 
to time, but it is sad that many 
people will expectedly pass on this 
movie due to being from a foreign 
country and having subtitles. 

MOVIE REVIEW:


