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ABSTRACT

MADE MARIAN:
MYTH AND REALITY IN THE REDONDO BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1895-1924

by Lisa Blank

Librarians have been depicted in the literaturenssionaries, apostles, and
crusaders, militant maid Marians spreading the glospthe library spirit. This thesis
examines the historical depiction of the "typicadirly librarian by posing two key
guestions. First, to what extent was the worklwhlianship different or unique
compared to that of other middle-class female oattaps? And second, in what way
was the librarian herself distinct from other meldlass women; that is, what defining

characteristics or life events brought her to agpt ler in librarianship?

Utilizing local newspapers, official reports, arehsus and vital statistics data,
this study contrasts the lives of forty-one womdrowbetween 1895 and 1924, worked
in or took the six-month library training coursetla¢ Redondo Beach Public Library to
those of other librarians as well as to the livetheir mothers, sisters, neighbors, fellow
church members, and clubwomen. The conclusiorheshis that librarianship was
similar to other female-dominated work, and thlatdrians were not special or unique,
were not self-sacrificing idealists, or missionegformers, but simply middle-class

women working in a middle-class occupation.
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Introduction

Marian and Other Librarians

Meredith Wilson set his story of Marian, that qesgential American librarian, in
the small midwestern town of River City, lowa, argt-in for Wilson's own hometown of
Mason City, lowa, circa 1912. White, middle-clasducated, working at the library, and
giving piano lessons to support her widowed mo#mel younger brother, Marian lives
happily ever after when she at last finds her "same¢' leaving the library to fulfill the
American (woman's) dream of marriage and familfisTescription so informs the

American psyche that one has merely to say the naimmeoke the archetype.

The very first libraries fulfilled what were andlisare considered the main
functions of libraries ever since. First as refwogs of information for laws and decrees,
situation reports, statistics on rents owed amesitreceived, libraries carefully stored and
consistently organized information so that it cooddreliably identified and retrieved
when needed. Second, libraries served as guardignglic standards of culture and
morals, where priests with specialized knowledgddaplace in the hands of the needy
soul the correct book to meet the spiritual quibst very earliest form of reader's
advisory for moral uplift and improvement. As bsakoved into the secular world, they
remained objects for the rich, those with the maiogyurchase and the houseroom to
store such items. Libraries outside of churchpstlior the wealthy home were initially
confined to the use of those prosperous enoughléast purchase membership in the

private clubs and societies that owned them. lAd thanged with the Industrial



Revolution, which brought about not only a raditahsformation of the economy, but

an accompanying change in the society as well.

The Industrial Revolution altered the concept ofhmfacture” from the creation
of goods in small, family-centered workshops torieess production of goods in large
factories using production-line techniques. Imraigs who lacked the economic means
to purchase land and become farmers and emigsangge men and women who
previously had been a drain on the family incortagkied to the industrial centers that
offered this new kind of independent job. Factwnequired concentrated pools of cheap
labor, workers who could understand and communiefigetively and efficiently with
one another regardless of social or geographidrorillp addition, the success of this new
business model relied on an army of literate marsaged clerks to oversee the workers
and track the orders, purchases, and expenditiNegher the moneyed manufacturing
magnate nor the factory-floor worker, this new nhédclass consisted of professionals,
bankers, merchants, lawyers, and doctors. Thedegsionals were supported by an
army of office workers: secretaries, receptionifiis,clerks, typists, stenographers, and
bookkeepers. Lumped under the title "clerical veosk' they occupied a slightly lower

rung on the social ladder.

In 1876, the year of the centennial of the natibir$h and the founding of the
American Library Association, the Bureau of Eduaatof the Department of the Interior

published a comprehensive report on the historyssauais of the library in the United



States. The report counted 3682 libraries in the Unitéatés, of which only about one-
tenth, or 395, were considered "public librari¢kat is, libraries that were tax-supported
and open to all at no cost. Of these public liesgrfully two-thirds, or 282, were located
in the northeast, 164 in Massachusetts afoitds no small wonder, then, that library
scholars such as Amherst's librarian William |.téher, writing in 1894, would present
"library history" as the history of libraries in WeEngland or those states "which were
socially descended" from New EnglahdFletcher's libraries were almost entirely
confined to the places of the social and politedak, the private libraries of wealthy
men, the universities they attended, and the mightbs they founded and financed.
These were non-public institutions open only testhwith the right connections socially,
economically, and even politically to make usehafm. Libraries did not so much
provide information as store and protect it, doliihgut in small portions often a single
volume at a time to the privileged few. Librariahging this period were the men in
black, the bookmen-scholars. They acted as custedind gatekeepers, amassing
volumes and organizing collections largely for tisehlaes and incidentally for the use of
others and then only under carefully controlleddsbons that would prevent damage or

loss to the books.

1 U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of EdumatPublic Libraries in the
United States of American: Their History, Conditiand Management, Special Report
Part | (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1876;rnrepChampaign: University of
lllinois Press, 1966).

2 Jolie Valentine, "Our Community, Our Library: WomeSchools, and Popular
Culture in the Public Library Movemen®ublic Library Quarterly24, no. 4 (2005): 52-
53.

William I. Fletcher,Public Libraries in AmericaColumbian Knowledge Series,
no. 2 (Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1894), 15.



But the Industrial Revolution, just as it createdwjobs and a new social class,
also created a new library user. Rural farmers toetive urban centers mixed with newly
arrived immigrants, all of whom needed to work moréess harmoniously in the
factories and foundries, the mill floor, and theestghops. Safety and efficiency required
a common language on the factory floor or in treenwced sweatshop where faster, more
powerful machines could remove an arm or piercaralhf simple orders could not be
followed. Similarly, radical movements such ameaunism, anarcho-syndicalism, and
trade unionism could undermine the social and ipalistability upon which the new
industries were being erected. Sidney Ditziohisnexamination of library development
during this period argues, "The class which heddréins of the economic system spared
no effort, device or method in building up its censtive defense."” Following the lead
of the businessmen who helped finance the schoalsilararies, American educators,
Ditzion continued, felt that "education in all fosrnwas the easiest and safest way to salve
economic irritations of the classes.Education in the form of free public schools tioe
youth and free public libraries for the adults waarshaled in the effort to control and
homogenize the disparate elements into a wholesiwdupported the beliefs of the

dominant upper- and emerging middle-classes.

Initially social libraries filled this need. Essgily privately owned and operated,
library members paid a subscription fee or purctiabares as in a joint-stock

corporation. Collections were typically small, edn the purchasing power of the

* Sidney Ditzion Arsenals of a Democratic Culture: A Social Histofythe
American Public Library Movement in New England émel Middle States from 1850 to
1900(Chicago: American Library Association, 1947), 138-



members, and usually focused on reading for sgh-vement. Later social libraries,
such as those established by the Young Men's @imriSbociety, often operated on a dual
basis, requiring some form of paid membership deoto check out materials for home
use, but maintaining a reading room which was dpeil for onsite reading, perusing
the newspapers, or playing chess and checkerandassnen and industrialists sponsored
social libraries for their workers aimed at prowigliplaces of recreation away from the
bars and brothels as well as some basic educatiesalirces. If a few talented
individuals were able to apply these resourcesttthemselves from the shop-floor to
the glass-walls of the managers' offices, so mhelbetter, creating the impression that
any fellow with enough hard work could do the sarRer women, the social libraries
filled a recreational need as well as provided ss¢e resources on everything from
current fashion to how to keep a sanitary house néighborhoods, cities, and towns
grew, organizations and individuals were happyta bver the costs of maintaining
these libraries to civic authorities, which in tdound themselves in need of trained
workers to replace the volunteers who previouslty ¢tfaarge of the collections. Onto this

stage stepped Melvil Dewey, the father of all tisifigrary in the United States.

Dewey was a man of broad vision, obsessed withldetaaddition to the
popularization of libraries, he was devoted todhases of metric measurement and
spelling reform, the latter a source of great ammes# to his library peers. He devoted
pages and pages of his jourhdrary Notesto the minutiae of library management, such
as the best way to store paste. As noted by last@ee Garrison in her biographical

sketch of Dewey, he wrote "four pages on the stahsiae of library cards, and showed



how to cut paper without waste, complete with daags." In another example of
Dewey's obsessive attention to detail, Garrisadcla nine-page discussion of library
handwriting" in which Dewey described the exactcapg of the lines and the placement
of the letters on the lines, giving the measuresaninillimeters, a discussion which left
Garrison to muse, "The length of 1 mm., in caseoagywanted to compute it, was about
the width of six hairs. Perhaps it really is nosgible to truly comprehend the intricacies
of Melvil Dewey's mind.” To provide a well-organized library, Dewey crehsenew,
simple system for the classification and catalogifhjorary collections and then created
the tools to use it, everything from catalog cdalsirculation desks, which he produced
and sold through his Library Bureau. To employrmethods and purchase his devices,
Dewey created a new librarian, redefining libraskaip from a job for fussy old men to

one for dedicated young women.

Bursting, Athena-like, fully-formed from the fesibrain of Dewey, Marian, the
librarian, was a product of her age, the Victogaa's "Cult of True Womanhood.'In
his speech, later published as a pamphlet, "Linship as a Profession for College-Bred
Women,” Dewey defined librarianship as socially acceptaiek, where Marian
demonstrated the womanly virtues extolled in theypar culture: adherence to rules

(classification and cataloging), helpfulness (refiee), and mothering (book selection,

® Dee GarrisonApostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and Anvam Society,
1876-192QNew York: The Free Press, 1979), 131.

® Also referred to as the "cult of domesticity.” rBara Welter, "The Cult of True
Womanhood: 1820-1860American Quarterlyl8, no. 2 (Summer 1966): 151-74 is the
seminal work on the subject.

" Melvil Dewey, Librarianship as a Profession for College-Bred Warfoston:
Library Bureau, 1886).



circulation and children's servicés)Anxious to deflect criticism about low salaripsor
opportunities for advancement, and a work dominbtediles and routine, it was Dewey
who created the myth of Marian and the "libraryispi "In library work, as in all other
technical work," explained Dewey, "the 'spiritthe all-important thing. If one has
become filled with the spirit of the work, has gred the broad ideas of how and why
library work exists, has shared in the enthusiasnodts future, the purely technical
work will be mastered through this 'spiril."A modern-day Joan of Arc, maid Marian,
the librarian, was a young woman who put asideoler personal fulfillment in home

and family to engage in the great missionary wdrkboarianship.

By the turn of the 20th century the Victorian exift of domesticity gave way to
the Progressive Era's municipal housekeepingrtieevwvoman becoming the new one,
engaged in sanitary reform, temperance, and worsafflege. Having survived the
appalling carnage of a World War and the stunnisg$ of a pandemic; having emerged
from their homes to raise money for the Red Crmsg/ork in government offices, to
nurse the injured and then the ill; and with felj&l rights guaranteed by the passage of
the woman's suffrage amendment, women no longer redy on polite fictions to define
their place in the workforce, maid Marian was madktant. Yet for librarians the
situation remained remarkably unchanged, with lal&rgses, poor opportunities for

advancement, and a rigid adherence to rules amguoes. These were the librarians

8 Welter defines "four cardinal virtues" of the trweman "piety, purity,
submissiveness and domesticity,” "The Cult," 152.

° Linda A. Eastman, quoting Dewey in "Aims and Paesdttitude in Library
Work, " Papers and Proceedings of the Nineteenth Generatiktg of the American
Library AssociationChicago: American Library Association, 1897), 80.



that Charles C. Williamson described in 1923, sexipoung women in skirts and waists,
industrious and willing, but lacking the trainingworldview to raise librarianship from

mere clerical handwork to the level of a true pssfen®®

When Williamson, then head of the Division of Econcs and Sociology at the
New York Public Library*! published his attack, for it was nothing less;Teaining for
Library Servicethe wonder is not that he abandoned the rhetorileeoftrue library
spirit” for a "scientific,” or at least statistitabased, study. The wonder is that he was
not tarred, feathered and run out on a rail, exttegitthe women librarians may have felt
this was entirely too unladylike a response. Tlustig male library leaders could make
some, modest reforms to library schools, such aagihg entry requirements to include
a college degree and replacing retiring female witthe heads of schools; but they could
not support the demotion of 95 percent of their iiners to a non-professional status.
Williamson's "remedies” for the low income, lowtst® low prospects, and lack of
professional standing which characterized libragim were largely ignored, when not

outright rejected, not because so many Mariang vée the stereotype would have it,

2 Charles C. WilliamsonTraining for Library ServicdNew York: D. B. Updike,
1923).

X Williamson later became the Director of the Coligrlbniversity Libraries
(1926 to 1943), and Dean of the Columbia Schodlilmfary Service, where, presumably,
he applied his own recommendatiofiBiographical Note, Charles C. Williamson
papers, 1900-1965Columbia University Libraries, Archival Collections
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/archival/collectsitdpd _4079481/.



"meek, mousy and colorless" old mafdfut because so many librarians were Marians,

that is women.

The work of the new social historians in the midka9 did little to alter previous
images of "the librarian,” primarily because tHeitus was on the relation of the
institution of the library with the society, and not on thermem, and few men, who
actually ran the libraries. To the extent the atghdid comment on the librarians, it was
to note their lack of importance in the developmartheir own field. Jesse H. Shera's
Foundations of the Public Librargovers the early colonial period through 1855, the
period of the librarian-scholaf. According to Shera, "The library movement did not
generate 'great’ leadership. It attracted the@wmbh men who were distinguished in

public life--Everett* Ticknor?!® the Quincys? Mann?!’ Barnard'®--and it profited much

2 Dee Garrison, "The Tender Technicians: The Femtitn of Public
Librarianship, 1876-1905,Journal of Social Historg, no. 2 (Winter 1972-1973). 152.

13 Jesse H. SherBpundations of the Public Library: The Origins bEtPublic
Library Movement in New England, 1629-18B85hicago: The University of Chicago,
1949; Hamden, Conn: The Shoe String Press, In65,1074).

“Edward Everett entered Harvard University at the afthirteen, was a member
of the U. S. House of Representatives, the U.Sateeserved as Governor of
Massachusetts and Envoy to the Court of St. Jagsofessor of Greek literature at
Harvard University from 1815 to 1826, he was a mend the Board of Overseers from
1827 to 1857, and president from 1846 to 1849.beteV. Vetter, ed. "Edward Everett
(1846-1849),'Harvard's Unitarian President@€Cambridge: Harvard Square Library,
2006),Harvard Square Library,
http://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/HVDpresidentgfett. phpbioguide,congress.gov.

*George Ticknor was another child prodigy, gradupbartmouth College in
1807 at the age of about sixteen. He became agsof of languages at Harvard in 1819,
resigning in 1835, later publishing "his premienaarly achievement, thidistory of
Spanish Literaturéfor which he used "the Spanish sections of hi®Q@volume
personal library." "George Ticknor, 1791-187TIle Ticknor Sociefy2009,
http://www.ticknor.org/George.shtml.



from their efforts. But these men are remembegsd because of what they did for the
public library than for their achievements in otfietds."® Similarly, Sidney Ditzion,
picking up the story in 1859 with his'senals of a Democratic Cultussd carrying it
forward to the end of the nineteenth century, belithat librarians "overemphasized the
role played by the profession itself" in the deyah@nt of the public library movement in
the late nineteenth centufy.As for the role of women in library developmebitzion
professes "one finds it difficult to accept thedisehat women's clubs constituted the
'push’ of the movement.” According to Ditzion, wemts organizations were important
only "in the small towns which were tardy in sugpuay a library, to stir up interest in
slow states by lobbying for legislation, and torgahe movement to recently settled or
educationally backward parts of the country,”" gatarly in the "Middle and Far West"

and the South

!¢ Josiah Quincy, Il preceded Everett as presidehtasf/ard, serving from 1829
to 1845. He later served as mayor of Boston fr@®611899. "Josiah Quincy III,"
Wikipediag http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josiah_Quincy_|II.

"Horace Mann was a graduate of Brown Universityt keewn for his work in
promoting public education and the establishmeth@ihormal school for teachers’
training. "Horace Mann BiographyBio.true story, A & E Network2013,
http://www.biography.com/people/horace-mann-9397522

®Frederick A. P. Barnard was a Yale graduate whwualy taught mathematics,
natural philosophy and history, chemistry, and elzaglish literature. In 1864 he
became the I0president of Columbia College (now Columbia Un$its), a position he
held until his death in 1889. He was a supportevamen'’s education, and an early
supporter of Dewey's School of Library Economyretierick Augustus Porter Barnard,"
Wikipedig http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Augustus_Esr Barnard.

19 SheraFoundations 244.

20 Ditzion, Arsenals 172.

*! Ibid, 83.
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In 1973 two articles appeared which challengedetgsentially liberal model of
the library as an institution of social bettermemhe first was librarian Michael H.
Harris's essay, publishedlufbrary Journalunder the title "The Purpose of the American
Public Library: a Revisionist Interpretation of kisy."*> The second was historian Dee
Garrison's article "The Tender Technicians: The iRezation of Public Librarianship,
1876-1905," which received wider readership in 1@h@n it appeared as the final third
of her bookApostles of Culturé® Although Harris presented his work as a direct

challenge to Shera and Ditzion, it was Garrisotigvproved the more controversial.

While deeply researched and liberally documentedrils work is framed more
as a philosophical than an historical essay. Hlalitiides the discussion of the librarian
into four time periods. The first period from anolu1850 to 1890 was of the great library
philosophers, men like Everett and Ticknor, fousdait not librarians of the Boston
Public Library, who conceived of the library asraaj engine of moral uplift, a means to
bring the lower, uneducated classes in line wighgablitical and social philosophies of
the upper classes. The second was the techniaaépfrom about 1890 to 1920, when

actual librarians like Justin Wins8tWilliam Frederick Poolé and Melvil Dewey

2 Michael H. Harris, "The Purpose of the AmericamlRuLibrary: A Revisionist
Interpretation of History,Library Journal98 (September 1973): 2509-14. It was first
published a3’ he Purpose of the Americ&ublic Library in Historical Perspective: A
Reuvisionist InterpretatianfWashington, D. C.: ERIC Clearinghouse on Librany
Information Science, 1972). Quotations are fromERIC publication

23 Dee Garrison, "Tender Technicians"; Garrisapostles of CultureQuotations
are from the article.

24 Justin Winsor was head of the Boston Public Libfaoyn 1868 to 1877 when
he took over as librarian of Harvard Universitypast he held until his death in 1897. He
was also the first president of the ALA. BostorbRuLibrary, "Board of Trustees--

11



imposed technical order and organization on thaifip According to Harris these
librarians lost touch with "the founders' visiorfdlte library's purpose.” They "thought
less and less about theoretical questions--espettiake dealing with philosophy--and
spent more and more time dealing with organizatiatters.?® The third period began
around 1920 and lasted to the Second World Wamesdone of retrenchment and
retreat. "Discouraged on the one hand by theliiitato increase library use
significantly, and on the other by their seeminifufe to elevate those who did use the
library" they abandoned the educational and refogngioals of the founders and
redefined the processes so that providing recregti@ading and information services
became the ends rather than the means of library.3/dFinally, after World War I
came the "current,” 1973 version: the librariacastodian. The old made new again,
the new philosophy reaffirmed the librarians' "desgied, and often irrational faith in
education--especially bookcentered informal edocatas a panacea for society's ills,"
but "placed the responsibility for library use twe patron, and not the librariaff."
According to Harris, "The emphasis was on the Wpes guardian of the information;

very little attention was devoted to the dissemarabf this information once acquired by

Former Trustees, Justin WinsoBbston Public Library
http://www.bpl.org/general/trustees/winsor.htm.

2> William Frederick Poole was head of the Bostonehideum from 1856 to
1869. He then worked for four years as a travdilomgry organizer, before becoming
the first head of the Chicago Public Library in 38@oing on to organize the Newberry
Library in that same city, where he remained unisldeath in 1894In Memoriam,
William Frederick PooldChicago: Chicago Literary Club, 1894),
http://ia600202.us.archive.org/1/items/inmemoriati@dOlawr/inmemoriamwillia00law
r.pdf.

%% Harris, "The Purpose," 29.

*T Ibid, 37.

*% Ibid, 42; 43.

12



the library." Harris argued that the "Librarianslonger need worry about their inability
to interest large numbers of people in their s@wicAll of their attention could be
focused on acquiring, organizing, and preservimglittrary materials. This, of course,
was simply more business as usual, but now libmarfead a rationale for their actiofi."
Ironically, although Harris presented his studwaasimulus to dialogue on the purpose of
the public library "by emacipating [sic] the libygorofession, at least for the moment,
from its dependency on an idealized history," hiskadid little to change the prevailing
view of the librarian, whom Harris repeatedly déses as "passive," not to mention

elitist >°

Garrison's work, as the article title sets fortbald with that overlap between the
Victorian Era (1837-1901) and the Progressive E&(-1920), the intersection where
women ventured, in ways calculated not to thre#iteir own status in society, from their
homes into the world of work and civic participatioAs Garrison explained,
"Librarianship, when defined as self-denying aniiits@l, offered women the
opportunity not to change their status but to affit, not to fulfill their self but their self-
image.®® According to Garrison, "Even if some librariarid dot subscribe to the
concept of woman's sphere, with all its connotatjahey had to appear to do so in order
not offend the many who did. Not to surrendehi® Yictorian mystique was to run the

terrible risk of being judged deviants in their igbg, of being judged abnormal because

29 |bid, 43.
%0 |bid, 47.
31 Garrison, "Tender Technicians," 141.

13



of a challenge to well-established normisforms which dictated that women in this
period "most likely lacked scholarly ambitions oeparation, had no life-long vocational
commitment and whose attitudes toward feminineretes led her to accept, and expect,

administrative controls, low autonomy and subortiamato clerical, routine tasks>"

In fact, Garrison's deeply researched, carefulijted, highly readable study did
no more than put historical context and analytgtass on Williamson's highly
unpalatable contemporary observations, which prigtedrounts for the reception of
Garrison's work by the librarians. Librarian Elakan in critiquing Harris's and
Garrison's works accused Garrison of expressingtécopt for the passivity and
nonassertiveness of the entire professidnLibrarian-historian, and now novelist,
Denise Sallee, writing about the career of Catfif@tibrarian Anne Hadden, whose
colorful account of one of her organizing tripsagd the pages dews Notes of
California Libraries states, "Garrison acknowledges the exploitatiothout realizing
the opportunities that librarianship opened up tmen.® According to librarian-
historian Joanne E. Passet in her account of weblbearians, "Dee Garrison further

obscures women's contributions to librarianshiglggesting that they stunted the

%2 |bid, 142.

%3 |bid, 148.

34 Elaine Fain, "Manners and Morals in the Publicraily: A Glance at Some
New History,"The Journal of Library History0, no. 2 (April 1975): 99.

% Denise Sallee, "Reconceptualizing Women's Histdnne Hadden and the
California County Library Systeml'ibraries and Culture27, no. 4 (Fall 1992): 372.
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development of librarianship as a profession amgequently shaped the inferior status

of the public library as a cultural institutiorf."

The best known criticism of Garrison comes from&ue Hildenbrand, now
professor emeritus of Library and Information Sasdat the State University of New
York, Buffalo. Contributing editor to the 19%&claiming the American Library Past:
Writing the Women |ribrarian Hildenbrand subjects historian Garrisoml, in a quick
barb, the late pioneer in women's history Gerdaé&eto the criticism that both authors
"blamed women for the failures of public librari€$. Hildenbrand deprecatingly refers
to Garrison as a "self-styled feminist,” beforengpon to state that Garrison "accepted
without question the view that women were respdadir the failure of the public
library to develop vigorous clientele and an expanfuture,® later referring to "the
exploited wretch of Dee Garrisompostles of Cultur&®® Hildenbrand links Garrison to
sociologist Peter Rossi, who in 1962 reiteratedisison's proposals that the only way
to raise the status of librarianship was "mascedition, particularly at the top." But, for
Hildenbrand the worst of Garrison's sins seemstthht "Garrison's version of library

history and the role of women in it is widely acpand has become the standard

% Joanne E. Pass@ultural Crusaders: Women Librarians in the America
West, 1900-1917AlIbuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1994).

37 Suzanne Hildenbrand, "Women in Library Historyofrthe Politics of Library
History to the History of Library Politics,” iReclaiming the American Library Past:
Writing the Womened. Suzanne Hildenbrardorwood, NJ: Ablex Publishing
Company, 1996)3.

*% Ibid, 6.

% Ibid, 12.
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history of the topidor those outside the professidemphasis addedf. Thus
Hildenbrand's main argument with Garrison, as cbdié in her comment about Lerner,
seems to be that Garrison was an historian nbtarian, as if no one outside of the

profession could write about it with clarity or werdtanding.

Forty years later, Garrison's work is still a foaighe librarians' ire. For
example, librarian Linda Esser found in her 2002agghat Apostles of Culturé¢l979)
made public what was obvious to the library worké&srthat the workforce was, and
continues to be, dominated by women--and placetddiitrainance in a historical
context." But, "Because of Garrison's work, fern@d and feminization have become
words with negative connotations, a condition tabeided by moving toward the
masculine model of a profession and the technaddgiomain. Garrison's work seems to
suggest that feminized and feminization are lilamaship's dirty words®* It is a

distinction without a difference, still leaving Gigion to blame for blaming the women.

By the 1990s, with ethnic studies, women's studjesder studies, and every
other form of study and sub-group history stakingapiece of the territory, librarian-
historians began to publish in force. Focused aniypon women--club women, library

school heads, library organizers--outside of tHamic seaboard, library history as

0 Suzanne, Hildenbrand, “Library Feminism and Lipfafomen's History:
Activism and Scholarship, Equity and Culturkibraries & Culture,35, no. 1 (Winter
2000): 55.

“1 Linda Esser, "The View From the Intersection ofi&d Library Women and
Work," Progressive Librariar24 (Winter 2004), accessed October 10, 2009 at
http://libr.org/pl/24_Esser.html. Note: The currénk for Issue 24, Winter 2004,
http://www.progressivelibrariansguild.org/PL_Jnliffi24 _spring2004.pdf, actually
opens Issue 23, Spring 2004.
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written by librarians continues to invoke the mgtiMarian, the missionary maid of the
library spirit. Sallee describes Anne Hadden asafithe "new women," "one who
believed strongly that, by benefiting others, thestrbenefit would be for oneseff"
Passet describes the early professional librapatise West as pioneers, "cultivating the
library spirit," transforming "passive repositorigsbooks into dynamic cultural and
educational institutions:® While Gary F Kurutz, History Librarian Emeritubtbe
California State Library, writing about the Califoa State Library county library
organizers speaks of their "evangelistic zeal" ‘#mdoic commitment® Christine
Pawley profiles "advocate for access" Lutie Steamaseling librarian for the Wisconsin
Free Library Commission, whose "personal philosdiyibrary service "emphasized
the rights of citizens to equal information accass public good*® According to
Pawley, Stearns believed that "managerial effigtamas not a goal in itself, and neither
were the technologies and policies that facilitatedtraveling libraries. Stearns traveled
the state, politicked in back rooms, addressed Eartmstitutes, lobbied the post office,
and kept her riveting reports flowing to the WFL®& bne purpose: to make information
accessible to everyone in Wisconsif.Recounting the creation of the Portland (OR)

library, Cheryl Gunselman describes Mary Isom asman of "vision," "exercising her

“2 Salle, "Reconceptualizing Women's History," 366.

3 passetCultural Crusadersxv.

* Gary F. Kurutz, "It's a Long Trip from HeadquasteAn Exhibit Celebrating
Early County Library Service in CaliforniaCalifornia State Library Foundation
Bulletin 92 (2009): 13.

%> Christine Pawley, "Advocate for Access: Lutie $tsaand the Traveling
Libraries of the Wisconsin Free Library Commissi®895-1914,'Libraries & Culture
35, no. 3 (Summer 2000): 435.

6 pawley, "Advocate for Access," 454.
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considerable energy and expertise to participatkearcreation of a venerable and
powerful community institution®** And Suzanne M. Stauffer in her profile of western
library leader Mary E. Downey presents her as Vac¢tassertive," a "proponent of the
librarian as the expert who would guide and shapecommunity reading habits and,
through them, American society and culture.” Cottedi"to the public library as an
educational center and a force for moral and soefatm," Stauffer argues that Downey
"used the socially approved role of guardian of aityr and transmitter of culture to
achieve public power and to promote the Progredsiaadeals of social unity, moral
reform, and political democracy through the pubbcary."*® Pioneers, reformers,
apostles of culture or cultural crusaders, onehzadly address the literature of

librarianship without encountering the missionaogabulary of the myth of Marian.

The question is to what extent do these presentatbthe "typical” librarian
reflect the lives and careers of the actual womka worked in libraries. To compare
these ideal library types with their real-life sist two questions must be answered. First,
to what extent was the work of librarianship diéfiet or unique compared to that of other
middle-class female occupations of the time? Aedond, in what way was the librarian
herself distinct from other middle-class woment ikavhat defining characteristics or

life events brought her to and kept her in libnasiaip? This study looks at forty-one

7 Cheryl Gunselman, "lllumino’ for All: Opening thébrary Association of
Portland to the Public, 1900-1903.ibraries & Culture36, no. 3 (Summer 2001): 456-
57.

*8 Suzanne M. Stauffer, "She speaks as one havihgrty': Mary E. Downey's
Use of Libraries as a Means to Public Powkihtaries & Culture40, no. 1 (Winter
2005): 54, 56.
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women, paid library employees or unpaid studentammes, who worked at

California's Redondo Beach Public Library betwe885Land 1925, examining their
personal lives and professional careers, holdiegtbp to the model librarians for
comparison and analysis. Because these womerotld/e in a vacuum either socially

or professionally their stories are interlaced witbse of their friends, families, and peers
in Redondo Beach, as well as the stories of othearlans, primarily located in southern

California but in other parts of the state as weith whom they worked and interacted.

The study relies heavily on three primary sourt@sal newspapers available on
microfilm at the Redondo Beach Public Library ahd €arson Branch of the Los
Angeles County Library; data collected from the tédiStates Census accessed online
through the portal of Ancestry.com; and reporttooél librarians to the California State
Library, which were then edited and published il guarterly journaNews Notes of

California Libraries(1906-1956), made available through inter-librdagn from UCLA.

For local history the richest source is the laealspaper, which allows
individual people and events to be fixed in thgéarcommunity. Redondo Beach had
two weekly newspapershe Redondo Refl€x905-1964) and he Redondo Breeze
(1894 to the present, under various titles, cutygniblished as a daily under the tiflbe
Daily Breezg. Both papers were devoted almost exclusivelyews of the people and
events of Redondo Beach, with slightly more expansoverage in thReflex Even
national events such as the debate over prohibibiomternational events such as World

War | or the Great Influenza were reported in teahlecal impact and participation.
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Thus, for example, news about World War | centenedind letters and dispatches sent

by local boys to the folks back home with littléesition given to the major campaigns.

Reporting was largely a matter of attending loc&res, whether meetings of the
city Board of Trustees or of the Women's Club, mmntphg notices and stories provided
by the participants themselves. The papers agts@icited such contributions and the
residents were, it seems, more than happy to obligpe women of Redondo Beach may
have been raised on the old adage that a propgs la@me should appear in the
newspaper only three times, at her birth, her rageriand her death (and possibly the
births, marriages and deaths of her immediate fgnbut the truth is that women of a
certain social standing eagerly submitted contiilmg to the papers. In an age in which
one fairly goggles at the me-centered media otéwiFacebook, and the ubiquitous
blog, it is instructive to read the social notesh& newspapers which include not only
the expected notices of civic organizations, sadi#bs, and church groups, but the self-
reporting of personal events, down to and includitagndings in the local bridge club,
notes on vacations, and lists of the guests anth#mu of the previous Sunday supper or

birthday celebration.

The second major source of information on the woofdRedondo Beach is the
federal census. Most of the women in this studsevib®rn after 1880, by which time the
census recorded the name, age, sex, place of pligite of birth of both parents, and
relationship to the head of the household of @&lrdported residents at a single address.

Unfortunately, the 1890 census was destroyed byafiid subsequent water damage,
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leaving a twenty-year gap before the next censu900. The 1900 census was the only
enumeration to collect not just age but the aatuahth and year of birth. This census
also introduced two vital questions, the numbeyeatrs couples had been married, which
yields approximate age at the time of the marriagel;, the number of children (total and
still living) born, which reveals a great deal abtamily size, birth order, and childhood

mortality. Unfortunately, those questions werepgred after the 1910 census.

The census provides far more than the detail ahdiridual life, however.
Census data provides a "back-story," tracing thgration of a family from lllinois or
Ohio to California, sometimes by way of Hawaii be tPhilippines; recording the
changing occupation of a father; or the family dvigtof a later spouse. Census data also
provides a quick view of the future, snapshotdefdtatus of individuals ten or twenty
years after they have left the main stage of thendr Most importantly, the examination
of sequential enumerations reveals information abwarriage and family which
challenges commonly held beliefs about women's|if@ example, a higher prevalence

of separation and divorce than simple counts sugges

Overlaying this is a serious question regardingait®uracy of the information
contained in the census, which, while importanhasso significant as to discount the
data as completely unusable or unreliable. At tivhen government documentation of
personal events such as births and marriages wassistent at best, much of the data
collected by the enumerators was a matter of memAges, place of birth, even given

names often change from one census to another.ofdhe frequent occurrences is for
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first and middle names to change order, or foratstor shortened names to take the
place of full names. Problems of proper identtima are compounded by family
traditions in which given names are repeated agessrations. And this does not take
into account differing spellings of both given awinames, probably offered as
frequently by the counted as the counter. Finalth regard to names, there is the
problem of marriage, where taking on the surnaméehusband or step-father can

cause a woman or her children to effectively disgapprom the record.

Similar inconsistencies occur in reporting placéioth and especially age.
Although the 1900 census asked for the specifictmand year of birth, rather than the
less precise "age at last birthday" from which ary# birth can be extrapolated, the fact
is that year, month and date of birth remain am@pmate value. It is common for the
"calculated age" or the "calculated year of bitthVary by a year or two between censes,
but for some individuals the range can be as madhrae or four years, and at times it is
a legitimate question whether the respondent waplgiunsure of the year of birth of a
spouse or in-law, or whether there was a delibexenpt to appear younger, older, or to
close a significant age gap between husband ard \l&¥en government-issued
documents such as passports or state death reetyas other, less trustworthy sources
for birth information. In order to avoid tediouspetition, the reader is therefore advised
to take it as a given that every statement of agédc and probably should, legitimately
be accompanied by some qualifying modifier suctahsut,” "around," or

"approximately.”

22



Given these discrepancies, it was not uncommopédada good deal of time
tracing an individual, only to conclude they werd the "Sally" or "James" of the story;
and frequently more than a single data point wagssary in order to positively identify
an individual. For example, records from the @ahfa Death Index, which are also
available through Ancestry.com, will sometimes il the maiden name of the
deceased's mother, information which is frequesalgpecific it can be used to positively
identify a particular individual. City directoriesd voter registration rolls also serve to
locate individuals in time and space, often prawdadditional information about
occupation or the status of other family membénsaddition, Ancestry.com encourages
the creation of publicly accessible family treéstormation in these trees is not always
documented by their creators, but it can be usgubeders to other data sources, and
sometimes can be referenced as reliable, if ndtoahtive, when the information

contained is consistent with other, verifiable segr

A third vital source of information about librargat large in the State of
California is theNews Notes of California Librariepublished from 1906-1956. It began
as a monthly in 1906 but thereafter was produced@sarterly by the California State
Library in Sacramento. In addition to an annupbré each quarter librarians throughout
the state submitted updates to the State Librawaich were then published hews
Notes Primarily consisting of statistics about theest the collections, number of
cardholders, and circulation by type and borrowedetailed as to make an accountant
swoon, the reports also contain a section whehadilbrarian was asked to comment on

anything of interest which had happened in thenaliy since the last report. And itis in
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these informal notes that the rich and diverseystbthe librarians of California can be
found. In almost every case the head librariamsreented not only on the comings and
goings of the staff, but on where they came frorwere going to. Not merely the arrival
but the previous position or training of a new memdif staff was reported. Librarians
did not simply resign to be married but resignebdeoome Mrs. James T. Smith, with
new address duly noted. Departure due to illnfesske a vacation, to take another
library position, or even to pursue another linevofk entirely were all reported with
appropriate detail as was a return when it happeAadwvell the comings and goings of
the State Library staff and, after it was estalglgsithe graduates of the State Library
School were also included in the journal. ThusNle&s Notesnake it possible to trace
career paths over time and geography, to estatiishges of residency or work status,

sometimes to the precise day.

TheNews Notealso provide insight into the professional issuethe day.
Summaries of regional and state meetings of th#dDaikh Library Association as well as
reports on the proceedings of the semi-annual Araeriibrary Association meetings
were given, sometimes with presentations printefdlin And each issue contained at
least one article themed around a topic of geriralry interest. For example, in July of
1906 each individual library report included a dgdon of the physical library as well
as indicated whether it was a Carnegie-fundedtutgin or not. An essay on the subject
complete with photographs was part of that monsisise. At other times the librarians
reported on the most popular titles circulatedpaicies on the number and type of

books a single patron was permitted to check aytpbicies on allowing children to hold

24



library cards. Larger articles included suggestion how to advertise one's library or

what types of special events might be held in ithrauty.

By combining these three sources, local newspaparts, national census data,
and state library records, and augmenting them edth drawn from high school
yearbooks, local directories, and voter registratimlls it is possible to put together a
portrait of the Redondo Beach library women thatudes not only their own personal
histories but fits them in to the histories of thegighbors in the city and their colleagues
throughout the state. From these sources a piofitlee women who "took up the work”
emerges which challenges the stereotypes of wowak, and, most of all, the image of

Marian, the missionary librarian, in the first qtearof the 28 century.
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Chapter One
Imagining Marian:
Melvil Dewey and the Myth of Marian, the Librarian

The cult of true womanhood, also referred to asthieof domesticity,
emphasized women's role as protector of heartthante, a model of sexual purity,
religious piety, subservience, and submissiveheBat simply, "A woman's place was in
the home," wherein she maintained a clean housgeg&holesome food, provided
preliminary education, and guarded the sanctityafriage and the family. Outside the
home, women were limited to performing "good worksth as nursing, teaching, and
home visiting. Think of the March sisters as deggldn that paean to middle-class
families, Louisa May Alcott'sittle Womenfirst published in 1868. But as historian
Sidney R. Bland states, "The woman's sphere tlegne highly elasticized during the
Civil War never returned to its original confinidgmensions® The "true woman" of the

1820s to 1860s gave way to the "new woman" of tlhgssive Era.

As Bland states, middle-class women's lives ween$formed" by a combination
of urbanization, economic growth spurred on by medustries, and an increase in leisure

time as the result of moving production from theneato the factory, as well as by the

! Barbara Welter, "The Cult of True Womanhood: 18860,"American
Quarterly 18, no. 2 (Summer 1966): 151-74.

2 Sidney R. Bland, "Shaping the Life of the New Womahe Crusading Years of
theDelineator” American Periodicald9, no. 2 (2009): 168.
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introduction of new, labor-saving devices and paisliior home us&. Canned and
processed foods, like Quaker's new breakfast carehthe Smucker family's jams and
jellies; ready-made clothes sewn in factories Max Blanck and Issac Harris's Triangle
Waist Company; and new cleaning devices such asahd-held vacuum cleaner and the
mechanical washing machine reduced the time arut fad®ed for the daily tasks of

feeding and clothing one's family, and keepingemuland healthful honfe.

No stranger to the Protestant work ethic, middéssiwomen and girls sought to
put this new leisure time to "use” in ways that dad conflict with the social mores of
their class. The club movement (the General Féideraf Women's Clubs was founded
in New York City in 1890) provided a way for thesemen to become involved in

addressing civic issuésHomemaking became "municipal housekeeping,” edtipan

% Ibid, 168.

* Quaker Oats was registered in 1877, "Quaker HistQuaker Oats
http://www.quakeroats.com/about-quaker-oats/cofqaaker-history.aspx; Smucker's
was founded in 1897, "HistorySmucker's
http://www.smuckers.com/family_company/history/défaaspx. The Triangle Waist
Company was organized in 1900, "Biography: Hamid Blanck,"American Experience,
PBS: Californig
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/featbiegraphy/triangle-harris-blanck/.
James Spangler patented the first hand-held vacleamer in 1907, Mary Bellis,
"Invention and History of Vacuum Cleanergfout.cominventors
http://inventors.about.com/od/uvstartinventions&dMum-Cleaners.htm. Spangler sold
his patent to William Hoover. F. L. Maytag intrasha a wooden-tub washing machine
in 1907. In 1908 the first electric washer, theilwas introduced, and then in 1911
came Whirlpool Corporation's machine. Mary Bellldistory of Washing Machines,”
About.com, Inventors
http://inventors.about.com/od/wstartinventions/aliagmachines.htm.

® "History and Mission,'General Federation of Women's Clubs
http://www.gfwc.org/gfwc/History _and_Mission.asp8na2057954044; "Early
History," Women's Christian Temperance Unibttp://www.wctu.org/earlyhistory.html;
"About Hull-House,"Jane Addams Hull-House Museum
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women's role into the general community. Socigdrma and civic improvement
organizations such as temperance (the Women'sti@ahrisemperance Union was
founded in Cleveland in 1874), public health andaowvork (Jane Addam's famous Hull
House was established in Chicago in 1889), educétie Parent-Teacher Association
was founded on February 17, 1897 during the NatiGoagress of Mothers held in
Washington, D. C.), and prison and asylum reforrall{l Bly's famous expose of a New
York madhouse was published in 1887) were all pitthe new, public work of the
middle-class woman. Civic-minded middle-class wadrat the turn of the century
became the "ladies who lunched," before or aftaclvthey attended an educational or
uplifting lecture, volunteered at a church-orgadiaendraising event, or otherwise

engaged in some work of social or community betégrm

Their unmarried daughters, however, filled theiatsonot in good works but in
good work, socially acceptable, paid occupationshich they engaged in the time
between finishing school, usually high school larmstimes college, and their own
marriage. These paid jobs came to be known agéwbilar” work, a reference to the
ubiquitous white, button-down-collared shirt whiwhs the virtual uniform of the
middle-class working man, as opposed to the wasthek or the uniforms of the lower
classes. "White collar" work was defined by fampbrtant criteria. First, it required

literacy and numeracy, that is, at least a higlestkducation. Second, it was inside

http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/_learn/_abouthullse/abouthullhouse.html; "National
PTA History,"National PTA http://www.pta.org/about/content.cfm?ltemNumbetgS;
"People & Events: Nellie Bly,American Experience, PBS
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/world/peopleeventsteli.html.
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work and generally done seated, in other wordsphwgsically dangerous or overly
strenuous. Third, it was primarily mental ratheart physical labor. Although a white-
collar worker might file, type, or operate a teleph exchange, this was not defined as
manual labor in the way that operating machinergiang laundry or cleaning would be.
Creative handwork such as sewing or millinery wwds also considered middle-class
unless done in a factory setting. And fourth, iatgions with the public were decorous
and class-appropriate, meaning that while they miglolve service they were not
subservient or menial. Thus, for example, beisb@pgirl in a department store was not
an appropriate position for a middle-class ginjalving, as it did, standing all day and

being in a subservient role to the custofner.
". .. this modern, missionary, library work": Dew ey Creates the Myth of Marian

In 1886 Dewey delivered his famous, or perhaps rappopriately infamous,
address, "Librarianship as a Profession for Colergl Women,” to a gathering of the
Association of Collegiate Alumnae, one of two pmsou organizations, the other being
the Southern Association of College Women, whicingeé in 1921 to form the

American Association of University Womé&nThis was exactly the right audience for

® See Kim England and Kate Boyer, "Women's Work: Faminization and
Shifting Meanings of Clerical WorkJournal of Social Histor¢3, no. 2 (Winter 2009):
307-40, for a discussion of "white collar" workas expression of the middle-class.

" Melvil Dewey, Librarianship as a Profession for College-bred Wartoston:
Library Bureau, 1886).

® The ACA was founded in 1882 by 17 women wheet in Boston to establish
the Association of Collegiate Alumnae, uniting egk graduates for ‘practical
educational work." Members of the first generabbrollege-educated women, they had
struggled for an education only to find that soctedd no place for them and no interest
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Dewey's great new endeavor, the recruitment of &edc middle-class women to the
work of the public library.Later published by Dewey's Library Bureau, thdrads was
pure Dewey in every way, combining his missionagglZor libraries with his

paternalistic, not to say patronizing, view of wariseplace in the library profession.

Dewey started his address with an immediate pragentof his key theme, the
"broader view of the field" which, as college woniennsidering so important a question
as a life work," they would want to know. "You nisink of the library,” he told them,
"as an essential part of our system of educafloR&viewing "the present machinery for
general education,” Dewey could hardly, and theeeftid not, resist including his twin
hobby-horses, the adoption of the metric systemspetliing reform as measures which if
only enacted would "easily gain something each pealliteracy,” so that even "the
masses" could "look forward to a brightening futtife Mere literacy, however, was not
enough, said Dewey. "If we are to educate andagdethe masses and make their lives
better worth living," then "we should in some wayt i their hand theestreading.**
From there Dewey proceeded to a lengthy discussiolete with even more lengthy
guotations on the benefits of reading, which boumm to the subject of libraries and the

importance of library work, by which he meant natriwin a library but the

in utilizing their abilities. Through the new orgaation (ACA), they hoped to promote
and raise standards for women's higher educatiSoghia Smith Collection,
"Association of Collegiate Alumnae Records, Findkid, Historical Note,'Five
College Archives & Manuscript Collections,
http://asteria.fivecolleges.edu/findaids/sophiabminsss323 _bioghist.html.

® Dewey,Librarianship, 3.

%1bid, 4.

" pid, 5.
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establishment and support of libraries. Puttibggliies on an equal footing with the
church and the public school, libraries completibe ‘triangle of great educational work™

which was the heart of his argument in supporttwties

Dewey then recounted the creation of the Americhnaty Association, the
beginnings of th&ibrary Journal and the creation of the Library Bureau, conclgdin
that it was "no accident that brought these fivernests [here he included the American
Metric Bureau and the Spelling Reform Associatiathvihe ALA, LJ and the Library
Bureau] into the same suite of rooms but that e#ghan essential part in a clearly
defined scheme for meeting the demands of popdizcation.** After spending
additional time detailing the lack of adequate nse@nproperly train librarians for this
"modern, missionary, library work* Dewey finally arrived at the point of his address

which was to recruit college-educated women tane profession of librarianship.

Dewey stated explicitly that the new School of kityy Economy, set to open at
Columbia University in January 1887, had as its @irprovide "active instruction,” by
which Dewey meant hands-on, actual library worlhegerformed "under the daily
supervision of the teachers, whatever will do nodit them for successful librarians,
cataloguers or assistants.'This distinction of the types of work is critidal

understanding the myth of Marian, for the womeneyeecidedly, to be the "catalogers"

12 bid, 9.
13 bid, 13.
% bid, 9.
15 bid, 17.
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and "assistants," and not, with only rare exceptioa "librarians,” a position he reserved

for the men.

Dewey emphasized the "wholly practical" and "techhinature this new study
of library economy entailed. Thus the coursewdrtha school would not duplicate
previous college courses "except as its bibliogiahectures discuss the side of each
subject that the librarian most needs to know"rateo to properly classify and catalogue
the work*® What Dewey did not state, but which might haverbevident in the
information pamphlet he urged his listeners toevaitvay for, was that while the practical
work was to be supervised by a group of womenutdrs hand-picked and trained by
Dewey, the bibliographical lectures, which wouldldeith book selection as well as
how to determine subject classification, would beeg by an entirely specialist faculty
composed exclusively of men. In fact, when MaripBe Cutler Fairchild, instructor
and de facto school director, had the independenoéfer a highly popular course on
book reviews, Dewey promptly quashed it, repla¢ingth a course in cataloging. Thus
the female students (and almost all the librargetiis were female) were to be taught
"about the clerical work of large and small libesriand about many technical detatfs,"
but not the philosophical underpinnings of classifion or how to design a cataloguing

system.

For the married woman interested in social refonth @mmunity betterment,

Dewey offered "a large field of work for collegeedrwomen in promoting the founding

18 |bid, 17.
7 bid, 3.

32



of new libraries, infusing new life into old ones,serving on committees or boards of
trustees where their education and training willgewerfully for the common good."
This, of course, was unpaid work, similar in typel @ften undertaken by the same
groups which engaged in other civic improvemenjgmts. But it was in addressing the
topic of "direct work for which salaries are pattiat Dewey's true impact on the
formation of librarianship is made plain. "In eydibrary,” explained Dewey, "there is a
class of mere routine work, physical and clericapying, covering books, pasting in
labels, giving out and taking in books, replacimgsbelves and a hundred details that
may be well done by any intelligent and faithfidrél." Yet, because it was done in a
library, even this "mere routine work, physical aherical” became "one of the
pleasantest avocations for a woman fond of bookeWey placed women on an equal
footing with men in the library, calling it an "uswially promising field for college girls,"
and claiming that with equal training and expereemomen could do as well as, or even
better than their male counterparts. Yet, he maaet the highest levels of the

profession as a male preseffe.

Citing the traditional arguments against the adearent of women in business or
the professions, Dewey offered five reasons why ammould never, truly, be the equal
of men in librarianship. First was that "women @assually poorer health and as a result
lose more time from iliness and are more cripphlgghysical weakness when on duty."
This, he maintained, was "a question of health ofigex," although since he linked

women's poor health directly to their sex, how &gasated the two is not quite clear.

18 |bid, 19.
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Next Dewey cited women's "lack of business and @thee training.” Boys, he
explained, "have been hearing business matterastisd and seeing business transacted
from earliest childhood" while "girls were absorbeith their dolls," the financial
acumen and management skills of purchasing foayjqing clothing, managing a
domestic staff which the mothers of these collegetbvomen would have possessed,
demonstrated, and presumably taught to their deugapparently notwithstanding.

Next was "the probability or even the possibiliat her position is only temporary and
that she will soon leave it for home life," meanmgrriage. Dewey made clear that any
woman wishing to compete on the same level as ahadno "contrive to feel that she
has chosen a profession for life and work accotgihgn other words, a woman who
wished to move to the higher levels of librariapshéeded to self-consciously chose to
remain single, to be a "maid" in the most tradisiiosense of the word. Finally, Dewey
offered the catch-all explanation for lower womemeges, which was simply that she
was a woman, and that was the way it was. "Witaéhgealth, business training and
permanence of plans, women will still usually htwaccept something less than men

because of the consideration which she exacts eserees on account of her séX."

Having properly defined women's role in the proi@ssDewey then went on to
describe the work the trained librarian, as oppdasdtle mere clerk, would do.
Reference and loan work, according to Dewey, regulchiefly skill in meeting people,
finding out exactly what they wish (or more oftegttier what they need) [the beginning

of the classic reference interview!] and tact akitl ; answering their infinite variety of

9 bid, 20.
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qguestions." This was work for the more socialdian. For the "quiet, shy women who
would be simply worthless in meeting the public'svithe accession and catalogue
departments where patient, scholarly accuracy apid rsteady work are more important
than tact and affability.” While Dewey acknowledgiat in smaller libraries "the
successful candidate must combine the qualitiede®®an both departments, he failed to
further address the issue, thus side steppingugstign of training for librarians not
employed in the academic and large urban libranaswere still centered in his own

eastern seaboard.

Dewey required a dizzying array of abilities in dsal librarian: "college
training to begin with if possible; the wider reagliand study in addition the better.” In a
reference librarian he looked for a knowledge ofrtan and French, with Italian,
Spanish, Latin and Greek as "valuable but in masés much less important than
German. A general acquaintance with history ateddture, [e]specially English and
American, and with literary history, is essentiatiat least a smattering of the sciences is
important.” And, last, from the man who devotedgsof his own journal to detailed
discussions of the proper height and spacing tdrieand words on a catalog card,
"trifing as it may seem, a very legible handwrjriree from flourishes, shading and
fashionable 'individualities' is practically moraportant to most applicants for library
positions than a half dozen sciences," althougallogved that “in most cases the library

hand has to be acquired as part of the technlwa@riy education.”
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College-bred women were preferred as candidatethédibrary training program
for a variety of reasons, among which was thatliege education gave them a more
cultured background and because finishing a foar-geurse attested to their "persistent
purpose and mental and physical capacity for pct#chintellectual work." Tellingly,
Dewey felt that college-educated women were eslhesiaited for library work "chiefly
because we find that the training of the coursdlesahe mind to work with a quick
precision and steady application rarely found ie o has not had this thorough
college drill.® In other words, college-bred women were of tijatrsocial class, had
the right basic educational background, and, mmopbrtantly, were accustomed to

following a strict course of instruction and sderu

Having painted a picture of a profession in whiamven were highly unlikely to
be paid the same as men, less likely to be prontotdte higher levels than men, and
where salaries in general were low, "seldom moae $600 and at present a few have
grown to over $1000, though here and there $1,881 1500 are paid to women of
experience®* Dewey closed by reminding his listeners of thepensatory benefits of
librarianship as a job for middle-class women. tlibdhat it was a great missionary
work which could be performed in a physically andially safe environment. Teaching
had shorter hours, but library work, according Ry, was less "physically taxing,"
avoiding "much of the nervous strain and the weartear of the class room."

"Compared with the work of the physician," an odtkrence given that most medical

20 |pid, 21-22.
21 |bid, 22.
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fields except for nursing were almost entirely eld$o women, Dewey found "the
librarian avoids the night work and contact witlifeting and misery which often
exhausts the vital forces more than the directgasibnal duties.” In what was perhaps
an allusion to social work as well as teaching amcing, the traditional forms of
middle-class female employment, Dewey concludetief& is hardly any occupation
that is so free from annoying surroundings or ttes so much in the character of the
work and of the people which is grateful to a refirand educated woman" than
librarianship?? Finally, returning to his opening theme of "thiangle of great
educational work," and comparing the librariantte tlergyman and the teacher, Dewey
concluded that the librarian had the most imporpersition of the three. "Is it not true
that the ideal librarian fills a pulpit where theseservice every day during all the waking
hours, with a large proportion of the communityginently in the congregation? Has she

not a school in which the classes graduate onlly déath?®
A Suitable Job for a Middle-class Girl: Librarianship and Its Competitors

But librarianship, as historian Dee Garrison hasted out, had to compete with
other lines of middle-class women's work. As eaeWw job emerged as a source of
women's employment "charming theories" were "dgwedioby both sexes to explain why
the feminine mind and nature were innately suitethe new occupatiorf™ Because of

the supposed educational mission of the librabyatianship was most commonly

%2 |bid, 23.

23 |bid, 24.

4 Dee Garrison, "The Tender Technicians: The Femtitim of Public
Librarianship, 1876-1905Journal of Social Historg, no. 2 (Winter 1972-1973): 134.
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compared to teaching, although nursing and soagk were also cited as appropriate
callings for the middle-class women, mere stepsidatthe home occupations of wife
and mother, where women were responsible for tepikg of a healthy family, both
morally and physically. In Great Britain the CriameWar thrust Florence Nightingale
into the limelight, and in July 1860 she openedNiightingale Training Schodf. The
Civil War served the same purpose in the UnitedeStavhere Linda Richards became the
first enrollee and graduate of the first formalgag’ training program offered at the New
England Hospital for Women and Children in about2¥ The first state-sponsored
normal school for the training of teachers washdistiaed in Massachusetts in 1839. By
1862 the first state normal school in Californissvestablished in San José, followed by
Los Angeles in 1881, Chico in 1887, and San Diegbd97%’ Even Hawaii had a
normal school, established in 1896, at which timlky éour library schools existed in the

entire nation.

Early social work, meant to improve the well-beofghose less fortunate than
the workers themselves, was centered on the settienouse, sited primarily in the
immigrant neighborhoods of the industrialized sitod the Northeast and Midwest.
From these bases, adventurous young women of treatsti middle-class made forays

into the tenements, offering classes on home haalthhygiene, including personal

25 Marijie Bloy, "Florence Nightingale (1820-1910J;he Victorian WebJanuary
3, 2012, http://www.victorianweb.org/history/crintgarrie.html.

*David A. Michaels, "Early History of Nursing Eduimat, From Training to
Education,"Nursing Education History
http://nursingeducationhistory.org/aboutus.html.

2" »California State Normal SchooMWikipedia August 22, 2012,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_State_Norin&chool.
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cleanliness and proper attire; home managememading maintaining sanitary
conditions, proper food storage, and preparatiod;@oviding lessons in American
manners and social conventidfiswWhile this model worked well for cities like New
York, Boston, and Chicago, in California, which tbe most part lacked industrialized
cities with large-scale immigrant populations, Isetient work focused more on straight-
forward poor relief. In Corona-Norco, for exampleg settlement house was not
founded until 1912, its mission "to provide aidhe itinerant farmers coming to Corona
to work in the citrus groves™ In Los Angeles, the Toberman Neighborhood Cemter
founded in1903 as the Homer Toberman Mission. éiased with the Methodist church,
it provided an infirmary, a residence for singlenaen, and youth services. It became a

formal settlement house in 1917, moving in 193%4n Pedro, where it still resid®s.

But, it was in office work that librarianship fourts closest match, much to the
dismay of the librarians, who tried, in vain, tetthiguish between the professional
librarian and the library clerk. Just as the IndakRevolution changed the means of
manufacturing, the introduction of new office equignt, machines such as typewriters
(1873) and Dictaphones (1881), allowed the worthefformally male personal secretary
to be broken up and broken down. According togssbrs of geography Kim England

and Kate Boyer in their study of the feminizatidrckerical work, in 1890 only 154

28 Louise Carroll Wade, "Settlement HouséRhe Electronic Encyclopedia of
Chicago(Chicago: Chicago Historical Society, 2005),
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/page8BL.html.

29"Corona Norco Settlement Hous€brona/Norco Settlement Hoyse
http://settlementhouse.net/.

30 »Toberman Neighborhood Center, About UBgberman Neighborhood
Center http://www.toberman.org/wp-content/uploads/2022boutl.png.
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people in the U.S. were classified as clerical woskand only 4 percent (six), were
women. By 1910 there were 112,600 typists ancogt@phers alone listed in the U. S.
Census, of which 77 percent, or 86,702 were wothe®imilarly historian Carol Srole in
her study of nineteenth century stenographers and ceporters found that "in 1870,
women constituted 3.1 percent of all clerical woskdy 1900, their participation
multiplied more than ninefold, to 29.3 percent, @rtad nearly doubled to 49.6 percent
twenty years later, in 1920." In real figures, thanber of women in clerical jobs
"multiplied eightfold between 1880 and 1900, frof3!4 to 245,517% More
important than sheer numbers, however, are therkale similarities between
librarianship's discussion of qualifications, exser, and the role of women in the
profession and that which Srole found in her stofithe professional literature of the

court reporters and stenographers of the samedperio

Seeking to place themselves squarely in the rahtteeaniddle-class, Srole found
that stenographers and court reporters tried feréifitiate and elevate their work from
that of the clerks, typewriters (literally one wvoote using a typewriting machine), or
shorthand writers through definitions of educati@ehnical expertise, and professional
standards. In 1890 Thomas S. Lewis, presiderteoKings County Shorthand Society
of Brooklyn, New York, in a list Dewey would havpmoved of for his librarians, called

for "a wide course of reading, a general familjawith many subjects,” as well as a

3England and Boyer, "Women's Work," 312.

32 carol Srole;Transcribing Class and Gender: Masculinity and Feimity in
Nineteenth-Century Courts and Offidé@sin Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2010),
64.
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knowledge of "some language other than Englishjquéarly French and Latin" as the
prerequisites for the court reporter. Accordingtole, Lewis was not alone in trying to
"set a standard for court reporters as letteredwienread and wrote in French, Latin, or
German and studied rules of civil proced@eay’s Anatomyand legal chemistry, along

with a wide variety of subjects®

Further, just as the librarian was to master tigallgispecialized rules of
cataloging and classification, stenographers amdt ceporters distinguished themselves
through expertise in "both practical craft techmisjand theoretical knowledge." The
"official stenographer of the Surrogates' CourtNefw York, Edward F. Underhill,
delineated the many intricate skills of the coegarter: "they must know the proper ink
to use and must have a copying press, with tankabidts and dryers and ink and
chemicals, and the skill to use them to make ame, &nd even three press copies.” Just
as the librarians used the professional journath si3 Dewey'kibrary Journalto
exchange advice on the best methods of catalogitigeanost efficient arrangement of
the circulation deskso Srole found that "legal stenographers advised ether on how
to increase their speed by choosing the ‘bestedtahand position, types of paper, and
writing implements, as well as by rubbing their iaiand joints with pomatum or

Vaseline every night®

¥ Srole, Transcribing 110.

3 As quoted in SroleTranscribing 97. The description of Underhill comes from
his obituary, "Edward F. Underhill Dead\ew York TimesJune 19, 1898. Interestingly,
his work as a stenographer merits barely a memidime biography posted by the
National Park Service, Anne Derousie, " Edwardh-mderhill,” Women's Rights
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And while the contemporary library literature deised library work in such a
way as to conform to the female roles of solicitaife and guiding mother, Srole
recounts how female "traits" such as caring, nesatrend orderliness were redefined in
the stenographic press into "feminine sign[s] adibeass professionalism," loyalty, and
professional servic&. "In one didactic story" recounted by Srole, tistfiwoman
stenographer in an office where the desks werewstwith books and papers, dusty and
disorderly" begins her work there by cleaning adgimg, washing the ink stands, and
putting fresh pens in the penholders. The new eyag garners the notice and earns the
gratitude of her new employer, the storyteller doding with a note of approval, "There

was now a place for everything®”

However, caring, nurturing, loyalty, and serviceilch as in librarianship, take the
women only so far. As Srole notes, most of the @orstenographers “remained in low-
level office positions,” observing that, "at timesen business schools, the shorthand
press, and stenographers themselves acknowledgedpectation that women could
only rise to a certain levef” Again in words which could have been copied diyec
from Dewey, Srole cites an 1883 articleBrowne’s Phonographic Monthtpat "blamed
women’s meekness for their low wages, concludiadg tiney needed instead the ‘good

judgment and business disposition’ that men possied$ But perhaps the most

National Historical Park, New YorlRational Park Service
http://www.nps.gov/wori/historyculture/edward-fitemderhill.htm.
% Srole, Transcribing 186.
% |bid, 185.
%7 Ibid, 175-76.
% |bid, 145.
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revealing comparison between librarianship andogieaphy comes in the way in which
stenography addressed the ultimate problem of wam#re work, which was that they
were not men. Benjamin Pitman, brother of Sirdsaaventor of the Pitman shorthand
system, summarized the situation in a widely quditesifirst published in th8oston
Herald. "Stenographers,” said Pitman, "like poets," oreiedl as librarians would come

to proclaim, librarians, "are born not madé.Born male.

39 Srole, Transcribing 120.
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Chapter Two
A Library in our Midst:
From Reading Room to Public Library, 1893-1909

In May 1893 under the title "Woman's World," tRedondo Beach Compasise
city's first newspaper, published an article al&atoks as Furniture." As professor of
library science Lisa Lindell explains in her stumfyprint culture in the West, for "cultural
aspirants in Victorian America, reverence for boakobjects and status symbols was a
common responsé."That was certainly the viewpoint of the artiaietieCompass
Whether "marshaled in rows" in bookcases "tall stadely" or "low and cozy," whether
displayed "lying about on tables or placed in quearved racks," books, the article
advised, were an "amazingly cheap" addition to hdewor, taking away "from the
bareness of a room" and imparting "a stamp ofatitn and refinement" This was the
public expression of the value of the book in RettoBeach when, in 1893, the ladies of
the local chapter of the Women's Christian Tempagdsnion ran a notice in the
Compasghat "The W.C.T.U. meets in the free reading rodd a'clock, p.m., on the

first Wednesday of the month. All are invited."

! Lisa Lindell, "Bringing Books to a '‘Book-Hungry hd'; Print Culture on the
Dakota Prairie,Book History7 (2004): 216.

2"Woman's World,'Redondo Beach Compashlay ?, 1893 (the date is not
legible).

® Redondo CompasMarch 11, 1893.
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Because so much of the writing on library histoag followed in the path laid out
by Sidney Ditzion in hig\rsenals of a Democratic Cultufghe development of public
libraries has often been pictured as an almost lesartransition from the library as a
private men's club as the Boston's famous Athendeunded in 1807 to sponsored
libraries such those developed for the railroadkems or the mill girls, to public libraries
like the Boston Public Library founded in 1848 apned to the public in its own

building on March 20, 1852,

In tracing library development from 1859 to 190@zidn recognizes two
recurring arguments invoked to convince city gowaents and local businessmen to
establish and maintain public libraries. Firsthie humanistic or missionary argument.
Books were "the machinery which could produce mistaligent, better informed, useful
and respectable citizens. The product would beople markedly elevated in tastes,
morals, and manner$."However, “all was not lofty, humane, and intetilet with
library promoters and their audiences," observdaion, who found the second major
argument used to advance the cause of librariesattasr more pragmatic, namely that
libraries would promote a more educated workfonge,only literate but schooled in the

values of the middle class. In this argument lilesabecame inextricably linked to

* Sidney Ditzion Arsenals of a Democratic Culture: A Social Histofithe
American Public Library Movement in New England émel Middle States from 1859 to
1900(Chicago: American Library Association, 1947).

> "History of the Boston AthenaeunBbston Athenaeum,
http://www.bostonathenaeum.org/node/38

® "Boston Public Library, A Brief History and Desgtion,” The Boston Public
Library, http://www.bpl.org/general/history.htm.

’ Ditzion, Arsenals 23.
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economic prosperity through the creation of an ateeworkforce. "How much more
efficient,” ran the argument as presented in tesgpand public lectures, "would be the
farmer, the mechanic, merchant and mariner whentiad access to the best books on
agriculture, mechanical arts, descriptive geograghieg/laws of trade and the sources of
wealth?® In this model libraries were founded as an atiasfevolent self-interest, what
Ditzion terms "democratic paternalism,” on the dirthe political, economic, and social
elite, with support from the middle class. Agasing Boston as the example, Ditzion

sums up the argument:

Their general attitude appears to have been: edhis
institution for the masses in order to forestalf antion the said masses
might get to invade the reading rooms of the chdeen The attitude of
many Athenaeum users, revealed during the disqussibthe absorption
of the Athenaeum by the public library, was thaytlvanted the people to
have library facilities but were horrified that theisy, irreverent, uncouth

mob would be permitted to spoil the quiet comfdrtheir preservé.

With his view focused on library development in NEwgland and the mid-
Atlantic states prior to the turn of the twentietmtury, it was easy for Ditzion to dismiss
the role of women's groups in library developmedbawever, it was exactly in those

areas Ditzion labeled as "tardy in supporting ealip,” the "Middle and Far West and the

8Ditzion, Arsenals 24.
® Ibid, 28.
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South,® to which Ditizion had relegated the women, thameo's influence in libraries
was most felt. If, however, one takes as a s@pwint the statement of Sophonisba
Breckenridge of the General Federation of Womehlb<; who in 1933 claimed that the
American Library Association credited "women's dwiith the responsibility for
initiating 75 per cent of the public libraries nawexistence in the United Statés then
the emergence of public libraries in the United&tdakes on an entirely different

nature.

According to Paula D. Watson in her study "FoundiWahers: The Contribution
of Women's Organizations to Public Library Devel@mmin the United States," the
establishment of community libraries was one offitse interests of club women.
Whether formed for purposes of self-improvementtlgh reading and study, focused on
social reforms such as temperance, or concernédcwitc improvement, women's clubs
were, almost by definition, reform-minded. In th®vement for civic improvement
California library historian Ray E. Held discoveradthird argument for the founding of

municipal libraries. Especially popular in new srdsmall cities and towns this

%pid, 83.

1 Sophonisba Breckinridg&yomen in the Twentieth Century: A Study of Their
Political, Social and Economic Activitiéslew York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc.,
1933), 93.

2paula D. Watson, "Founding Mothers: The Contributdd Women's
Organizations to Public Library Development in theited States,Library Quarterly
64, no. 3 (July 1994): 235. Itis Watson who hated that, unfortunately, Breckinridge's
widely quoted statement has yet to be authenticaBrdckinridge gives no specific
source for ALA's report on the number of libradesmed by women. [Executive
secretary of the ALA G. B.] Utley's report of adig consistent with the later
Breckinridge statement implies that ALA was in feeeping track, but the actual ALA
record has thus far remained elusive." 235-36.
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"promotional attitude," as Held called it, drew paop for any activities or "civic
institutions that would attract more prospectivilees."® This was the philosophy
expressed in the sixth annual report of the lilaraof the Los Angeles Public Library
who, in making a plea for more funds, stated, "THxeary has been a paying investment
for the city, as a means of education and recneatidhe citizens, and as an attraction to
the tourist population'® Alongside schools, right after a constabulary sinelet
maintenance, and before a city park, came the plibfary, the physical manifestation

of civic maturity, an advertisement to the "rigimd' of people. Although all three
arguments would make their way into the local neapsps and library reports, it was this
third argument which was the most frequently exggdsvhen discussions about the

library arose in the city of Redondo Beach, Califar

In 1890 in southern California there were elever fpublic libraries, meaning
tax-supported institutions, open to all, at no cd3t those, only one, the Los Angeles
Public Library, was located in a city of over fiftyousand peopl€. The smallest

southern California municipality to have a libravgs Santa Monica, with a population of

¥Ray E. Held;,The Rise of the Public Library In Californ{€hicago: American
Library Association, 1973), 32.

1 Los Angeles Public Librangixth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of
the Los Angeles Public Library and Report of ther&iian, 1893-94(Los Angeles: n.p.,
1894), 7.

> Held, Rise,35.
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1,580. It charged $.25 a month for borrowing peges, although use of the reading

room was freé® Redondo Beach had a population of 668.
"There was absolutely nothing here": A Profile ofRedondo Beach

Formally incorporated in April of 1892 by a voteof7 to 10, the city had its
origins in a 1784 Spanish land-grant of over 40,80@s. Manuel Dominguez, a distant
relative of the original grantee, sold the landeunding a salt lake to Henry Allenson
and William Jackson in 1854. Local legend holds frart of the purchase agreement
resulted in a number of streets--Anita, Benitaaliaa, Elena, Francisca, Gertruda and
Guadalupe, Helberta, Irena, Juanita, Lucia and &Adoeing named for Manuel's
daughters. By 1862 the Pacific Salt Works, Rednaoly pretension to industry, had
gone bankrupt. But, in 1888 lumber magnates aaldestate developers W. R.
Thompson and "Captain" J. C. Ainsworth decideduitdba railway in order to move
their lumber, cut in Oregon and shipped to Redotwlthe bustling construction sites of
Los Angeles. Frank L. Perry, whose family was agithre first Anglo settlers in the city,
remembered his first view of Redondo Beach in 188&ere was absolutely nothing
here," he recalled, "except the train and car salkkch tables, one well, two bents of a

wharf under construction, a lumber schooner inhidumdor floating pilings ashore for the

18 "History of the Santa Monica Public Libraryanta Monica Public Library
http://smpl.org/Library_History.aspx.

17U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Table 12, Populatfahe100 Largest Urban
Places: 1890,U.S. Bureau of the Censukine 15, 1998,
http://www.census.gov/population/www/documentatiwps0027/tab12.txt.
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new wharf.*® By 1890 the city had a school, a number of chesch Chautauqua

Assembly, and its famous resort, the Hotel Reddndo.

"[T]he countryside and hills were covered with grasd flowers®° Perry
reminisced, but it was the beach which drew thevdso Tourism ultimately became the
economic mainstay of the city, with city improverteeand developments keyed to
attracting the "transients" as the visitors wetéeda The meetings of the city Board of
Trustees focused on issues such as grading tletsstgeanting business licenses,
ensuring adequate "rest stations"” (public toilets)] determining how much to spend on
things such as a publicity man or the summer banderts. The city also provided
services for the "Tent City," which supplied relaly cheap housing to the middle- and
working-class tourists for whom the Hotel Redondith its 225 rooms, a bathroom
located on every floor, tennis courts, and gardemas, financially out of reach. In a
"Special Edition" in January 1910, tRedondd@reezedescribed the attractions of the
Tent City. It was "provided with perfect sewerag@ater piped throughout the grounds,
electric lights in the park and tents, and gasifimed for cooking. The management of
this feature of life at Redondo Beach providesge@rtall sizes, including kitchen tents
and accessories for the use of those desiring tbelpown cooking?* More than a

decade later the Tent City remained essentiallyhanged, consisting now of 130 tents

18 Ken Johnson, "Fun, Frustration and Fulfillment, Wistorical Study of the City
of Redondo Beach" (typescript, 1965), 189.

19 City of Redondo Beach, "The History of Redondo @ednteractive
Timeline," City of Redondo Beag¢http://www.redondo.org/mm/timeline/timeline.htm

20 Johnson, "Fun, Frustration,” 190, again quotingyPe

1 Redondo Breez&pecial Edition, January 1910.
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and 10 cottages. "Tents for two or four or eightem” could be reserved, all completely
furnished. "Stoves and dishes, electric lights @ledty of fresh linen add to the comfort
of the citizens of the city. There is a commurtkitghen close by," and in an arrangement
doubtless meant to appeal to the lady campersnkaasranged for fish cleaning
exclusively.?? The citizens of the town were constantly impoetio rent out any

empty rooms they might have, and real estate dpuetat of every variety but especially

of hotels and apartments was a major economicamger

Redondo hosted a variety of public amusementspbtiee most popular being
the Plunge. Opened in 1909, it was billed as ldhgest indoor saltwater heated pool in
the world,"” with a capacity for more than 1000 deppnd featuring a water slide, a
diving pool, and a wading podt. Unions, clubs, and organizations of every sthipkel
gatherings at the beach. For example, the froge phthe September 9, 1909 issue of
theReflexreported on the Fraternal Brotherhood of Southeaiif@nia, which held its
annual picnic in Redondo featuring "a program afrtgpand a baby show" as well as
dancing and bathing. The "Vermont Societies oftBeun California” held a "town
meeting" and picnic the same wedkin June 1911 thReflexreported on the opening of
a new, private dining room in the Heburn & Terrypapular restaurant which hosted

private dinners and club meetings as well as orrtiné annual picnic of the Sierra

22 Tent City Citizens,'Redonddreflex August 10, 1923.

23 City of Redondo Beach, "Redondo Beach Historicak®um,'City of Redondo
Beach
http://www.redondo.org/depts/recreation/facilitibshistorical_museum/historical_infor
mation.asp.

24 vEraternal Brotherhood Annual Outing and Picnand "Vermonters Hold
Town Meeting,"Redondo ReflexSeptember 9, 1909.
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Madre Board of Trade, noting that the previous pammics had also been held in
Redondd® In August "four hundred members of the Internaiolypographical Union,
with their wives and children" spent the day in Bedbo, while in September it was
"about two thousand members of the Woodmen of tbed\and Women of Woodcraft
and their families" attending the "annual outingl @icnic.”® In 1913 the Moose were
coming, "10,000 strong," attending a "combined fgiceeveral lodges participating in
the event?” During the summer there were band concerts, andas were held on
Wednesday and Saturdays, limited to Saturdays gltine winter months. There were
several live theaters, the Orpheum, the Grand Opeuse, and the Burbank Theater,
which gave way to movie hous&s Prominent personages the likes of "the divin@Sar
Bernhardt,” "Miss Julia Heinrich, prima donna oé tkletropolitan Grand Opera and
Miss Mary Pickford, America's Sweetheart,” and Rptdd/alentino made appearances

in town?°

Moreover, Redondo was only a short distance from Aigeles and other local
destinations such as Mt. Lowe and Lake Arrowheagufar as hiking and camping

resorts. The Pacific Electric Railway, known as Red Car, ran between Redondo and

25"New Dining Room" and "Sierra Madre Picni®edondo Reflexiune 29,
1911.

26*The International Typographical Union Entertairi¢ere,"Redondo Reflex
August 24, 1911; "W.O.W. Picnic Brings Large Cro®@aturday,'Redondo Reflex
September 14, 1911.

?""Moose Are Coming,Redondo Reflexjune 27, 1913.

28 The April 24, 1909 issue of tiRedondo Breezearried advertisements for
motion pictures.

29 "Divine Sarah Coming,Redondo Refleebruary 21, 1913; "Society,
Woman's Club Honors Guest&édondo Breezdugust 17, 1917Redondo Reflex
September 8, 1922.
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Los Angeles every fifteen minutes, and the ridétooly fifty minutes to complete,
faster than most modern-day commuters can dritfe @onsequently, it was not
uncommon for residents to take day or weekendsvisit.os Angeles for business or
pleasure, including attendance at evening perfocesmand lectures. D.W. GriffithT$he
Clansmarhad so many local residents going to Los Angelesee it that an enterprising
theatre owner eventually paid the cost to havepy ob the film brought to Redondo for

local showing.

The first grammar school was established in 1890th® first high school
graduation, a class of two, was not until 1906, iaméas a decade more before the senior
class was consistently over twenty puptisChurches of almost every Christian
denomination, and even a Jewish temple, establigtegdselves in the city. The first
newspaper to publismiheCompasslasted only a brief period, from 1892 to August
1894. TheRedondo BreeZeegan in 1894, just as t®mpassvent out of circulation,
andhas published continuoustynce then. Finally, there watieRedondo Reflexvhich

began publication in 1905 and stopped in 1964.

As noted previously, local newspapers provide dipuecord of the otherwise
private lives of a city's people, recording actestand entertainments centered on the
family and on the social and religious groups ofchfone was a member. Marriages,
births, and deaths were front page news, espedidhg individual or family was well

known. Photographs almost never appeared, a xaspgon being proud papa S. D.

%0 Redondo ReflexOctober 3, 1913.
31 Redondo Union High Schoodthe Pilot vol. | (1915), 39-40.
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Barkley's front page publication of daughter Adeéés wedding photd. The papers'
readership was regularly solicited to contributeysie "When you have house guests,
entertain, go on motor trips, know of any new aisy receive letters from the Redondo
boys overseas, in fact anything that has news yplaecall up the '‘Breeze'. . . and tell
us about it. Don't be modest"And the readers responded in kind. The editdhef
Reflexsummed it up nicely in this slightly tongue-in-ckeeply to a subscriber's

complaint:

At the same time, we are afraid we will have taigbt ahead mentioning
the people whom we have been mentioning with steduency. They
have the habit of boosting the board of trade,ihglthe church, and
mixing in politics and getting up parades, andriiciag the baseball team,
and running the lodges, and a lot of other thin@ome to think of it, that
isn't news about them so much as it is news albeutotvn. For it is such
things as these that are making the town life Aaeddawn progress; and if
we left their names out, we would pretty nearlyénétvleave out the name

of the town®*

Newspapers are an especially rich source for wantestory primarily because
this was a public venue in which women's activitiese regularly reported. Prominent

women active in social clubs, civic, or church affaould expect to have their name

%2 Redondo Breezduly 1, 1911.
33 "personal Mention,Redondo Breezduly 19, 1918.
34 "print No Names, Stop NewspapeR&dondo Reflebecember 4, 1914.
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appear in print several times a month, often mioa@ bnce in a single issue. And an
active woman could easily fill at least part of sv@eekday with a meeting of some
variety, whether an edifying lecture, a church\attj or a purely social gathering to play
cards or engage in a favorite hobby. "Ladies wimzthed" was a literal evocation, as
lectures attended were usually followed by lunchéath the content of the lecture and
the menu of the meal being reported in detail. /%00, and later bridge were popular
card games, and meetings of card clubs were réguéorted, including scores, menu,
and decor. For example Mrs. N. L. Bryant, a sumrasident, entertained "a company of
forty ladies, members of the Holly Whist club ofd.Angeles. Shasta daisies were the
favored decorations at the tables, where the gueses served a one o'clock lunchedh."
Or Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Erickson "entertained the mersilof the Wednesday Club, their
husbands and a few other friends." The guestsiéd/laway" the hours playing 500,

after which "a daintily prepared supper was sef\&d.

The arrival or departure of relatives, friends &lawy, or really almost any
occasion was marked with receptions, dinners, @asl in honor of, all of which were
then served up in the social columns of the cpgisers. When Mrs. Jane Hibbard, wife
of George G. Hibbard, owner of Hibbard's Hardwareé Burniture Company, went on
vacation thirty ladies attended the farewell paf®aces at the table were marked with "a
bouquet of purple sweet peas with the place cadsatith ribbon of the same shad®d.”

Similarly, when Miss Victoria Chrisman, eighteeraygold and the daughter of the

% “Entertain at Whist PartyRedondo Reflexjune 27, 1913.
36 "Entertains at Five HundredRedondo ReflexJanuary 7, 1909.
37 »Farewell for Mrs. Jane HibbardRedondo Breezdune 27, 1913.
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owner of a grocery store, gave a Halloween panyag front page material. "A burning
candle graced each guest's place at the tabldhamiace-cards represented pumpkins.
Each guest was given a nut shell containing adg$lgaper on which was written his or

her fortune.®®

The activities of the church ladies were also prantly featured in the papers.
For example, when Susie Venable, wife of buildingtcactor and frequent member of
the city's Board of Trustees Percy S. Venable raiteed seventy-five women of the
Ladies' Aid Society of the M. E. (Methodist EpisedpChurch with a "musical and
literary program" after which refreshments werevedr it was duly reportet. When the
Ladies' Aid Society of the Congregational ChurcH haea at the home of Mrs. A.R.
Hopkins theBreezeprovided a detailed report. "Red and white caamatiand asparagus
plumosis [sic] formed the decorations."” The ladiesised themselves with "various
guessing contests" which "taxed the wits of thassent," and then were served
"refreshments of ice cream and cake," after whackHort program of music and

recitations was furnished®'

Engagements were generally short, often only aeeks and seldom more than
a few months, and the progress from announcememedaling was all covered in the
social notes of the papers. The wedding of MisdrGee Moore, "a graduate from the

Training School for Nurses of St. Luke's HospiGihjcago," to Mr. EImer Voris

38 nGuests of Miss ChrismanRedondo RefleNovember 5, 1908.
391 adies' Aid Gives SocialRedondo RefleyDctober 18, 19009.
“0"Ajd Tea at Hopkins HomeRedondo Breezdune 24, 1911.
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Chambers, "a Pullman conductor on the Golden &iatged, running between Los
Angeles and Chicago," was announced by the bndeents in the April 23, 1908 issue
of theReflex** Just two days before the wedding Moore was honartta

handkerchief shower, at which she "sang severatsehs and Mrs. Meacham [the
hostess] rendered instrumental music and variousligames were enjoyed.” Following

this

the bride-elect was then given a yellow heart tictvlwas attached a
string and requested to discover the other enddeotring. At the end of
the cord, which wound about chandeliers, into darkers and about
various articles in the room, Miss Moore discovesadther heart lying on
top of numerous packages, the result of the haotlefrshower from her

friends. A daintily appointed luncheon was serted.

When the wedding finally took place readers weeatt¥d to a front-page, several
inches-long report of the festivities, includingescription of the "daintily gowned"
bridesmaids with acknowledgements given by nanteeéavomen who decorated both
the church and the apartments where the recepisrheld”> On the same day Moore's
wedding was reported, the engagement of Miss AmyaAvicConnell and Dwight Fox

Towne was announced at an "informal affair" hostgdher sister, Mrs. H. D. Simpséh.

“1"Engagement of Popular Young Woman AnnouncB&gdondo ReflexApril
23, 1908.

“2»showered With HandkerchiefsRedondo ReflexSeptember 10, 1908.

43 "Wedding at High Noon,Redondo ReflexS8eptember 10, 1908.

*"Announcement PartyRedondo ReflexSeptember 10, 1908.
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This was followed by a "china shower" given by &ligMrs. Lucius F.) Wells, where
guests played "The Floral Wedding," a game applgrdetiised by Mrs. and Judge

Wells, who provided the consolation prize, a paekabhis sweet pea seeds, after which
"an elaborate luncheon was served at small tablebltt infrequently, however, there
was no engagement at all and instead an elopen@nteported, as the "surprise”
marriage of Miss Bertha Shaffer, "the sister of Mrsuis Culler," wife of Louis Culler,
owner of the store where Shaffer was employed,Hardy C. Lindee, "a motorman on

the Los Angeles Pacific railway® The couple "were expected to be married some time
in the winter," but instead surprised their relas\and friends by marrying "at the

parsonage of the First Congregational church inAngeles.*’
"The W.C.T. U. Meets": The Redondo Beach Free Readg Room, 1893-1895

Although never mentioned in connection with thelwealown writings of Harris
and Garrison, Ray E. Held's work on library devetept in California could well be
considered a revisionist history. Held's two bgatstten in an effort to "fill one of the

many, many voids in the literature concerning Areemilibrary history," focus attention

4> "China Shower PartyRedondo ReflexDctober 22, 1908.

*The surname consistently appears as "Linda" ic¢émsuses, as well as Linda's
World War | draft registration.

*""Surprised Their FriendsRedondo ReflexSeptember 10, 1908. Bertha was
about 37 and Harry 32 when they married. It apptmhave been a second marriage for
Harry, although what happened to his first wifeas known. Census records indicate
Harry and Bertha had no children, but were stiltned at the time of the 1940 census.
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away from the eastern seabo&tdAccording to Held, one-time professor of libraryd
information science at the University of Californierkeley, the "typical development"
of a public library in southern California involved'relatively brief period of existence
for a social library, leading directly to the crieatof a city institution.** The founding
of the Redondo Free Reading Room as a social yipitartransition to a city-owned
public library, lapsing due to a combination oflax public interest and the more
pressing needs of the local economy, only to rigeraas a fully fledged free public

library, certainly follows the trajectory describleg Held.

Although histories of the founding of local librasiabound in small volumes,
articles in local papers, pamphlets, or onlinedpo®d by local historical societies,
friends of the libraries, or even librarians wrgtiabout their own institutions, the actual
facts of the early years of any given library cardifficult to ascertain as they often rely
as much upon old memories and local lore as onrdentary evidence. A case in which
documentary evidence does exist is that of the PanRublic Library, where the minutes
of the Pomona Library and Floral Association saoveerify the founding of the society

and the opening of the library, consisting of 400ks, located in a room rented for $6 a

“8 Held, The Risex. In the "Preface" Held stated his intentiorswapublish a
three-volume series, but only the first two werenpteted, the other beirfjublic
Libraries in California, 1849-1878erkeley: University of California Press, 1963).

*Held, The Risg33.
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month, staffed from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. two days &kvey the president of the society,

Mrs. E. P. Bartlett®

More typical is the history of the San Diego Pulhliisrary, where much reliance
is placed on the memory of Herbert C. Hensley,rtdific and accurate source of
information on early San Diego.” An article "exti@d from his typewritten memoirs"
tells the story of the library from 1869, when AkanE. Horton, referred to as "Father"
Horton, purposed to donate his personal colleaiot000 books, which he valued at
$2000, to the San Diego Library Association. Adog to Hensley's memoir, Horton
and the association had a falling-out over findrmieangements--apparently Horton
preferred to be paid at least for half the statdesfor the books--and it was not until
1873 that Horton ultimately decided to donate bitection to the newly revitalized
associatiort! Lucy Kortum, who "conducted a survey of the Caiad.ibraries in
California for the California State Office of Histo Preservation and in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for a degree of Maf Arts in History at Sonoma State
University," states it was Horton's wife, Lydia kam, who, acting in her capacity as
president of the women's Wednesday Club, ultimatetceeded in obtaining an actual

library building for San Diego, soliciting fundsoin Andrew Carnegie's Foundation in

*0 Jolie Valentine, "Our Community, Our Library: WomeSchools, and Popular
Culture in the Public Library Movemen®ublic Library Quarterly24, no. 4 (2005): 55;
"The Pomona Public Library: A Centennial Chronolgddggomona Public Library
http://www1.youseemore.cm/pomona/about.asp.

*1 Herbert D. Hensley, "Early Days of the Public laby," Journal of San Diego
History 4, no. 3 (July, 1958), edited by Jerry MacMullen,
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/58july/lilsyahtm.
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1897°2 But no mention is made of Horton or the Wedneddayning club in Richard
Crawford's recounting of the early days of thediyr published as a series of three

articles in the pages of ti8an Diego Union-Tribunim 20093

Kortum, who created brief sketches of the 142 Galia Carnegie libraries,
provides a history of the Santa Monica City pubbcary which references two libraries,
one established in 1876 by a single women whidedaand a subscription library
founded in 1884 which was turned over to the W.G.Tn 1888, which then donated the
library to the city in 1890 when maintenance c@sts/ed too high for the ladies. Yet the
library's own, unsourced timeline of the "Histoftlle Santa Monica Public Library,"
which starts with the official founding of the towmJuly 1875, goes seamlessly from the
formation of the "first Library Association” in 187%o the reading room being turned
over to the "newly formed" chapter of the W.C.Titw1888, with no mention of single

ladies or failed libraries of any kirtd.

In California, according to Held, the Women's Ctais Temperance Union
played a particularly prominent role in the estinent of reading rooms which
subsequently became city librarf@sNationally W.C.T.U. members were encouraged to

establish libraries and to then offer those ligatio the municipalities, using the

2| ucy Kortum, "San Diego,Carnegie Libraries of California
http://www.carnegie-libraries.org.

%3 Richard Crawford, "Library Provided Literary Oagis San Diego,'San Diego
Union-Tribune June 6, 2009. Also available as "San Diegost Public Library,"San
Diego Public Library http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/pdf/firggrary.pdf.

>4 "History of the Santa Monica Public Libraryganta Monica Public Library
http://www.smpl.org/Library_History.aspx.

*® Held, The Risg24-26.
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donation as a means of maintaining some contral ineecollection itself® Kortum also
credits the W.C.T.U. with the founding of the LoBgach Public Library, stating that
"the books of an early W.C.T.U. library becametibeleus of the Long Beach Library
Association in 1895." This is supported by Cathe®utten, who cites Walter H. Case's

1927History of Long Beach and Vicinigs her sourc?.

The first description of the early days of the Redlw Beach Reading Room is
provided by its last librarian, Alice J. Jenks,agivn a 1906 report to the California State
Librarian and reprinted in thidews Notes of California Librariedn a somewhat
contradictory statement, Jenks wrote that thedybnaas located on wharf one in a
building "which was donated by Redondo Railroad @any," the company owned by
Ainsworth. At the same time, however, she statedl the building "which cost $500"
was "built in 1895" and "paid for with money raisegl W.C.T.U.®® The next recounting
of the library's origins appeared in 1917 in thggsaof theRedondo ReflexWritten by
Lola E. Gitt, then serving one of her numerous teas a member of the library's board

of trustees, this account dropped both the pagimp of the W.C.T.U. and the donation

°¢ Mildred Andrews, "Woman's Christian TemperanceddonWestern
Washington, The Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington Stastadry, sponsored by
the King County Library, December 2, 1998, reviséaly 8, 2003,
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage®put.cfm&file_id=407; Held,The
Rise 25. Interestingly, Paula D. Watson in her agtitfounding Mothers", a very
thorough analysis of the role of women's volun@sgociations in library development,
does not mention the W.C.T.U. even once in itsremnéxt.

>" Catherine Outten, "Long Beach Public Library: Iptien, 1895-1917 (paper,
UCLA Graduate School of Education and Informatidadtes, Spring, 2004), 10,
pages.gseis.ucla.edu/faculty/maack/Documents/FapaiPdoc.

8 News Notes of California Librariek, no. 3 (July 1906): 117. Hereafter cited as
"News Note$s
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of the building, but added the much repeated stténmat “the library had its inception

in a reading room established for the benefit efghilors in 1895 on old pier No. 1~

In 1919 librarian Lola A. Clegg tried her handibtary history. Once again the
“little reading room for sailors on the old wharbNL" was presented as "the beginning
of the public library.” Eight years in to her foeen-year tenure as head of the library,
Clegg must have heard often and at length aboubteeof Mrs. Jane C. Perry in the
founding of the library, and Clegg's account didcinto cement that portion of the
legend into the history. It was "through the earf Mrs. Jane C. Perry, mother of the
late L. J. Perry,"” Clegg wrote, that "an ordinan@es passed in 1903 establishing a free
public library.” Clegg went on to embellish theriyestory, stating that "Mrs. Perry,
although blind, was an active worker in arousirtgriest and in raising money necessary
to start the new project. Her little granddaughted 'Mother Perry' from house to house
soliciting money and books. In this way the f8860 was raised®® The widow Perry,
seventy-six years old and living with a forty yedabachelor nephew, was still in
Redondo Beach in 1906 but that was five years after the reading roombeeh given
over to the city, making her alleged rounds with'i¢le granddaughters," presumably
the daughters of Lorin J. Perry, at least fancifulpt an outright fabrication. Moreover,
the original library ordinance was passed in Fetyra807, so where Clegg got the 1903

date is a mystery.

* Lola E. Gitt, "Redondo Beach Public LibrariRedondo ReflexAugust 17,
1917.

%0 Redondo Reflewictory Edition, May 16, 1919.
61 U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1900. Hereafter eigetl).S. Census."
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Later versions of the origins of the library relgavily on the recollections of
Perry's grandchild, Frank L. Perry, who served mgaars as the city attorney. C. J.
(Christian John) Schaeffer, owner of a local departt store and, in 1927, a member of
the Redondo Beach Board of Trust&asedited Frank L. Perry "for much of the
information contained" in his own 1934 accoufayly History of Redondo Beaéh
Using Perry's recollections almost exclusively sssource, Schaeffer repeated the story
of the sailor's reading room on pier one, giving tbunding date as "about 1889."
Schaeffer described how Mrs. Jane Perry "subscfireshe Los Angeles newspaper and
purchased a few books, donated others and solisgeks from friends. Public spirited

women of the town acted as custodians on the deyshe reading room was opéfi.”

Subsequent histories of Redondo Beach, howevatitedeAinsworth and the
W.C.T.U. with the creation of the reading room. Aistoric Context Statement" done
in 1994 by Jeanette A. McKenna and an article ghbli in the newsletter of the Friends
of the Redondo Beach Public Library in 1996 bofenmence the W.C.T.U. in discussing
the founding of the reading room. However, theikds place the date as 1892, while

McKenna gives it as 1893. The library's own website states that the fitsary was

%2 Kaasen's Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beachg®iéctory, 1927
(Los Angeles: Kaasen Directory Company, 1927), 96.

®3C. J. Schaeffer, "Preface&arly History of Redondo Bea¢hnpublished
manuscript, 1934).

®4 Schaffer Early History, 69-70.

® Friends of the Redondo Beach Public Library, "hifyrRoots II, 1909-1930,"
Newsletter(June 1998) n.p.; Jeanette A. McKenna, with Sadligacht and Karen
Bennett, "An Historic Context Statement and Updadeddoric Resources Survey for the
City of Redondo Beach, Los Angeles County, Calif@ttunpublished manuscript:
1996), 21.
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established "in 1895 as a sailors' reading roomdonated building on Wharf No. 1%'a
donation which the McKenna report attributes spealify to J. C. Ainsworth. One
particularly confusing account, produced for th@28entennial celebration of Redondo
Beach, states that the W.C.T.U. opened a freemgadom at the entrance to wharf one,

which was replaced in 1895 by a donated room orrfvtiva.®’

From this welter of information, and misinformatj@everal facts can be
extracted. First, in 1889 J. C. Ainsworth ownedarflone®® Second, in 1893 the
W.C.T.U. was celebrating the third anniversarytefounding in Redondo Beach,
meaning it had originally been organized aroundd1®89Third, in 1893 Mrs. Jane Perry,
the purported moving-force behind the reading rooas serving as president of the
W.C.T.U., which at least establishes a link betwerry and the W.C.T.(f. And then
there is the large, gold-embossed volume "Libraggd®d, 1894-1897" held in the city
archives. Stamped "Redondo Beach Free Reading Resm" on its inside cover, it
contains hand-written circulation entries startiepruary 7, 1894, meaning the reading
room was operating at least from that date forwardnd, finally, one further fact can

be documented: in November 1895 the Redondo FradiRgRoom Association offered

® "The Library's History: The Redondo Beach Publiorary, 114 Years of
Service,"City of Redondo Beachttp://www.redondo.org/depts/library/history.asp.
Each year the website updates the number of yéaervice.

%7 John F. ElliotCentennial Tribute: Redondo Beach, 1892-1@@@sta Mesa,
CA: Historic Publications, 1993), 37.

% Michael H. McCandlesaVell, At Least We Tried: The Seaport of Redondo
Beach from 1888 to 191(&an Diego, California: n.p., 2000), 14.

%9 Compassjune 3, 1893.

9 Compassjune 3, 1893.

"L City of Redondo Beach, Archives, Box 57, "Libr&gcord, 1894-1897,"
Office of the City Clerk.
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to donate the reading room, located on wharf oné,adl its contents to the city of

Redondo Beach.

"That certain frame building situate": The Redondo Beach Free Reading Room,

1895-1907

But the acceptance of the donation was by no maedmsegone conclusion. At
the November 4, 1895, meeting of the Board of Eest members of the Redondo Free
Reading Room Association inquired if the city wotdéte over the operations of the
reading room. The board evidently had some coscapout accepting the donation,
laying the discussion over until the November 1Etimg,? at which time they took "no
action" on a request from the Association "to bpoaptied officers & Trustees" of the
reading room once it was under the jurisdictiothef city. The board did, however, at
that November 11 meeting agree by a vote of troeé@ad that "the present Librarian be
retained at a monthly salary of $6.00 per morthApparently having satisfied
themselves as to control of the library, the follagvweek the board unanimously voted
to accept the gift of the reading rodfhOn November 23, 1895, Mrs. M. P. Brunson,
president and Mrs. Mary C. Gibson, secretary oRedondo Free Reading Room
Association signed over to the trustees of the Gitgedondo Beach, "that certain frame

building situate and being on the South Side anoimidg the Redondo Beach

"2 City of Redondo Beach Board of Trustees Minutesyénber 4, 1895. City of
Redondo Beach, Office of the City Clerk. http"//wwedondo.org/default.asp. Hereafter
cited as "Minutes."

3 Minutes, November 11, 1895.

4 Minutes, November 20, 1895.
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Company’s Old Wharf and known as the Redondo FeselRg Room together with all
the books, book cases, furniture and appurtenagheesunto belonging or in any wise

pertaining . . . for the purpose of maintaining andducting a free reading roorfr.”

According to American architecture historian AbgailVan Slyck, "Between
1884 and 1897, at least one third of the forty-fAarerican library buildings pictured in
the Library Journalincluded ladies' reading room&."However, by the beginning of the
twentieth century this design had given way to fflplans which emphasized public
service and open access to the stdtkand, in any case, most early California libraries
lacked the funds or the space to engage in sudhl suceties. There were a few libraries
like that of nearby Torrance, where the colleciias "located in the cosy home of Mrs.
Henderson," described as "a most quiet, restfuepla read with plenty of comfortable
chairs.”® But most libraries had to squeeze into a reqats in a store or commercial
building, or some unused corner of a post officeiprhall. The San Diego Public
Library shared space with a dentist "on the sedimud of the Commercial Bank'® The

Pomona Public Library opened September 10, 188tddc'in a single room, rented for

’> City of Redondo Beach, Archives, Box 99, "Deeds @ontracts Ledger, 1892-
1908," Office of the City Clerk. The "Deeds andn@acts Ledger" is a typewritten,
indexed ledger done sometime in the 1930s.

’® Abigail A. Van Slyck, "The Lady and the Library &fer: Gender and Public
Space in Victorian AmericaWinterthur Portfolio31, no. 4 (Winter 1996): 230.

"van Slyck, "The Lady and the Loafer," 239.

8'Doings In and Around TorranceRedondo Refledugust 17, 1917.

“Richard Crawford, "Library Provided"; Clara E. Bde&'Two Reading Rooms--
One for Each Sex': San Diego Public Library Begigsi 1880-1890,San Diego
Historical Society Quarterl28, no. 3 (Summer 1982) , n. p.
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/82summerAity. htm.
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$6 a month in the Ruth Buildind® The original library in Long Beach opened on
January 1, 1896 in a "small, one-story frame bngdf* while the reading room in Santa
Monica was located in "a room adjoining Dr. FredWZKinnie's drug store" when it first
opened in 188% Even the venerable Los Angeles Public Librarytetaout in 1872 in
two rooms in the Downey Block, described as "onthefprincipal office buildings of

that time," and which happened to be owned by éve president of the library's Board
of Trustees, Governor John G. Dowrfdyin 1876, after discovering that the ladies were
regularly using the membership cards of their hodband sons to access the library, it

was officially opened to their use, and a ladiesineg room was addéd.

Like its neighbors, the reading room of RedondodBeaccupied a humble home.
Constructed of pine, it consisted of one storydbd into two rooms. One room was
used for the library, while the other room was uaga restaurafit. Although in
California the Rogers Act of 1878, revised in 188@nted the authority to municipal

governments to establish and maintain public liesrincluding the authority to raise

8 Frank Parkhurst Brackettistory of Pomona Valley, California(Los
Angeles: Historic Record Company, 1920), 169-11b'Pomona Public Library: A
Centennial Chronology".

81 Abstract, "Soft Tones of Parchment Yellow: Coratttfews, Mrs. M. R.
Spangler, Miss Lila CastleHistorical Vignettes of Long Beach Won{é&ong Beach:
Women's History Month Committee, 1987).

82 "History of the Santa Monica Public Library".

8 Faith Holmes Hyers, "Brief History of the Los Aeg Public Library," in Los
Angeles Public Librarytorty-Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Library
Commissioners of the Los Angeles Public Library, the Year Ending June 30, 1936
(Los Angeles: n.p., 1936), 32.

8 Hyers, "Brief History," 35-36.

8 News Noted, no. 3 (July 1906): 118.
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taxes in order to do $8;the reading room in Redondo functioned as a sig&nT

library. However, even with a raise in fees frompadtry ten cents a quarter to a still low
rate of ten cents a monthwith overdue fines of a stiff ten cents per weels clear the
library could never hope to cover even the libraisaneager salary of $6 per month,
much less the cost of cleaning at $1 per montiplgg repairs, and, of course, the
actual purchase of books, magazines, and newspapeus it is quite likely the city
Board of Trustees would never have agreed to taketbe reading room had it not been

for the revenue generated by the restaurant.

Variously described as a stand adjacent to or mitigithe reading room, the
"Library annex" and even "the restaurant part efltbrary building,® it is clear that
income from the restaurant, most usually descrdsed fish restaurant, supported the
reading room. In March 1896, only four months rafftes city took over the reading
room, the restaurant was leased for $70 a Yemm,amount still not sufficient to cover
the salary of the librarian. That rose to $75 inuzay 1899° In 1900 John A. Eppinger,
who described himself as a "restaurant keeperiaril®00 census, applied to rent the
entire building. The board, however, declineddasider the offer, "it being the sense of
the Board that it would be a violation of the gpiri the donation to do s6* The board

must have been sorely tempted, however, when Eppregurned in May with a

% Held, The Risg57.

87 Minutes, April 27, 1986.

8 Minutes, March 16, 1896; Minutes, February 14,88@inutes, January 16,
1899; Minutes, January 21, 1902.

% Minutes, March 15, 1896

% Minutes, January 16, 1899.

°1 Minutes, March 7, 1900.
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proposal to pay "$100 in advance in addition togresent rental of $75.00, will paint
and insure the building and will donate 50.00 imeyfor the purchase of books for the
library."¥? But the board held fast, and the restaurant eoat to be leased out for $75 a

year until 1905, when it was rented for $102°85.

The business of the library came before the dégard of Trustees only
infrequently and, aside from the rental of theaesint property, discussion seems to
have been centered more on the building than ngeots. The purchase of books was
left in the hands of the library committee, commbe&anywhere from one to three
members of the Board of Trustees, thus compleathoring any input from the
community at large, and especially the ladies. IBsnans of money were authorized for
minor upgrades, repairs, and maintenance, for ekaarpauthorization in May 1897 for
the marshal to purchase a lock for the contributior, or in June of the same year for
the purchase of two lights, "the cost to be notertban 80c a light* Apparently at
times the management of the library posed certfficudties which had to be addressed
by the board. For example, in January 1898 thedbioatructed the city marshal "to
have the library cleaned and notify the Librariarkeep it clean® It also appears that,
occasionally, proper etiquette was not maintaiasdfor example, in May 1898 when the

marshal was "instructed to have notices printedHerlibrary regarding order & decorum

%2 Minutes, May 14, 1900.

% Minutes, March 20, 1905.

% Minutes, May 10, 1897; Minutes June 20, 1897.
% Minutes, January 11, 1898.
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also that a new lock be purchased for the librdtySimilarly, in August 1899, after
having authorized some money for "repairs mad&érPublic Library,?” the board
voted "that hereafter permission to use the libkanjding for any purpose whatever

except as a reading room shall not be granted.”

Ray Held stated that "when a new city library wasdd upon a subscription
association, it sometimes inherited the librarieom@ with the book collection, with the
librarian continuing to enjoy a long tenure in offi" Alternatively, he found that "some
libraries suffered a frequent turnover of libragédnAs Held explained, with "no
personnel standards,” little to offer in the wégalary, and cities being in "no position
to lure a librarian from the East," library posit®owere "given to worthy local peopl®."
Writing in 1917, Milton J. Ferguson, then assistédorarian of the California State
Library, offered this description of what had, linéicently, been the "firmly established
notion that the essential requirements for thetposof keeper of the printed books
were, to be the widow of a popular public chargadreautiful woman who finds it
necessary to work and has had no particular trgjrina worthy but helpless individual,
of either sex, upon whom the municipality out af #indliness of its heart would like to

bestow a pension® Historian Joanne Passet stated that candidatéisefposition of

% Minutes, May 9, 1918.

" Minutes, August 14 and 16, 1899.

% Minutes, August 28, 1899.

% Held, The Rise14.

19 Milton J. Ferguson, "The California State Libr&ghool,"News Note42, no.
2 (April 1917): 355.
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city librarian "frequently included poor women, wigls anxious to earn a living for

themselves and their children, or elderly m&H."

Certainly many public libraries in southern Califi@ followed that pattern.
When the city of Santa Monica took over the W.C.Tiktary in 1890, for example,
twenty-three year old Elfie A. Mosse, untrained &withg with her twice-widowed
mother and a sister, came right along witf3tin Pomona the library opened with Mrs.
E. P. Bartlett, a widow and the president of therary and Floral Association, as the first
librarian®® In Long Beach Cora Matthews operated the readiom for a salary of $10
a month. Apparently Matthews's tenure was brieklae "abruptly closed the facility one
evening after some youths created a disturbantkee'library was reopened "in late 1896
or early 1897" by Mrs. M. R. Spangler, a widow #&r kate fifties, who continued at the
same salary®* According to the local history, Spangler's tenwess also brief, and she
was replaced by Lila Castle, twenty-seven yearsaoltiliving with her widowed

mothert®®

The honors for "least likely" first librarian may go San Diego, where Archibald

Hooker "who was also the janitor" was in chargéhefbooks when the library "opened

191 joanne E. Pass@ultural Crusaders: Women Librarians in the America
West, 1900-1917Albuquergue: University of New Mexico Press, 1§9D1.

192vHistory of the Santa Monica Public Library"; U. Gensus, 1900.

193*The Pomona Public Library: A Centennial Chrongtbgin the directory she
is listed as "Batrtlett, E. P. Mrs. (widow)Los Angeles City and County Directory, 1884-
1885 (Los Angeles: Atwood & Ernst, 1885), 556.

194 R. Winston Tucker, "One-Story Shack Houses Lihtdrpng Beach
IndependenandLong Beach Press Telegrafebruary 7, 1961; U.S. Census, 1900.

195 Abstract, "Soft Tones"; U. S. Census, 1900.
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its doors on Saturday evening, July 15, 1882.1n August 1884, Augustus Wooster, a
forty-four year old local attorney, became San Digdirst official librarian. Starting at a
salary of $10 a month, his salary was raised togbt®nth in December of 1884 and
then to $25 a month two years later. In 1887 he mgplaced by Lulu Younkin, who was
paid the rather princely, or perhaps more accuyraiéhcessly, sum of $75 per month.
Younkin, thirty, was a graduate of the Universifyava and may have taught school
before coming to San Died8’ In November 1894 she married Horace G. Andeirson
Arapahoe County, Colorad8® and her place at the San Diego library was tékener

assistant, Mary E. Walkéf?

Once again, Redondo Beach mirrored its neighboiisarselection of librarians
for the reading room. Mary Murray, usually referte as May Murray, was the first
woman to be paid by the city as the librarian. faéner, John Murray, immigrated from
Ireland in 1866. He married Bridget, an 1867 immaig from Ireland, in 1870. In
Redondo Beach John Murray worked as the clerkeoHbtel Redondo. May was one of
seven children, five of whom survived. Born in Redsland in May 187#.° she was

twenty-one when she started to work for the citg aalary of $6 a month. Given the

1% Breed, "Two Reading Rooms", n.p.; Crawford, "Lityr®rovided Oasis".

97 Lulu Younkin is listed as a graduate of the clafs$880 in theCatalogue of
Officers and Alumni of the State University of 10@847 to 188%lowa City: Republican
Publishing Co., 1885), 26. In the lowa State Certdul885 she appears living with her
parents in lowa City, working as a teacher in JohrSounty. However, the same state
census also lists a Lulu Younkin as an inmate efitlva Lunatic Asylum in Mount
Pleasant, lowa, assigned to "domestic duties.”

198 Colorado Marriages, 1859-1900.

199 Breed, "Two Reading Rooms", n.p.; Richard Cradfétibrary Provided
Literary Oasis".

19y.s. Census, 1900.
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salaries noted above, her salary was low, but isptaportionate to the size of the city or
the reading room's collection. On April 2, 1900rkéy tendered her resignation, which
was accepted by the Board of Trustees on Aprif Murray may simply have tired of
her work in the reading room, but it seems morelyilshe found a better job opportunity,

as she took a position as an operator with thetephone company.

In what may have been a first and last for thealijprtwo women, Rose A.
Murray, May's younger sister, and Mrs. E. Longdireebmitted applications for the
library position. Though only seventeen, Rose Murray received the appointme'it.
But within nine months she resigned, following bester to the telephone exchange. The
Murray sisters remained in Redondo Beach, livintihwwo of their three brothers, in the
home purchased by their fatHéf. May remained at the telephone company, where she
became the manager, retiring sometime between &9@0930 to keep house for her
siblings. After a short stint as an operator atghone company, Rose took a position in
the post office, where she still worked in 1940s& Murray died June 12, 1945 just

short of her sixty-third birthda¥?*

On January 24, 1901 the city Board of Trustees iapgd Eliza Longstreet as the

new librarian**®> Born in Ohio on January 9, 1846, she married &jtr Longstreet, a

11 Minutes. April 2, 1900 and April 4, 1900.

112 Minutes, April 9, 1900.

113U.S. Census, 1900.

114.S. Census, 1910; 1920; 1930; 1940; Californiatbéndex, 1940-1977.
115 Minutes, January 24, 1901.
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carpenter and cabinet-maker, moving to RedondoBieaabout 1898° The couple
had no children, and Sylvester died December 39618 Longstreet continued at the
library for five years, resigning in October 1988py which time the salary of the

librarian had risen to $10 per month.

When the salary increase was approved is not clHae.Board of Trustees had in
May 1901 considered a proposal from the library wuttee to raise the salary from $6 to
$10 for six hours per day of work, excluding Sursfdy But when it came to a vote
before the entire Board of Trustees it was tietivatto two with one member abséft.
Evidently the members of the library committee ndad feel strongly enough to raise the
issue again. However, an entry in the minuteswjust 8, 1904 shows approval of a
demand for payment in the amount of $10.00 for Istregt:** after which that amount
appeared for monthly payments in the name of tiratian, but whether August 1904
was the first time that amount was paid, or whethere was a rate increase between
1901 and 1904 has yet to be established. Aftagmiegy from the library in 1905,

Longstreet may have found an alternative meansgpat herself by taking in renters,

118 gjlent Call to Pioneer CitizenRedondo ReflexMarch 15, 1915.

117U.S. Census, 1900; headstone for Sylvester azd Etingstreet, California,
Find a Grave, Index, 1775-201=2nd A Grave http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSIn=LON&GSpartial=1&GSbhyrel=&aSst=6&G Scntry=4&GSs
r=5161&GRid.

18 Minutes, October 16, 1905.

119 Minutes, May 7, 1901.

120 Minutes, May 21, 1901.

121 Minutes, August 8, 1904.
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as a note in thReflexfor April 21, 1910, reported that two ladies h#akén apartments

in one of Mrs. Longstreet's cottage&®"

Alice Jenks was fifty-three years old when shetsthwork at the library on
November 1, 1905. She was the last person to sariibrarian for the reading room.
Born in May 1852, Alice was fifty-three years olddalived with her widowed mother,
Alvira H. Jenks, then about seventy-eight. AltaLucus married William J. Jenks on
March 24, 1849 in Ogle County, lllinois. She wagty-three and he was twenty-
eight!*® Alivra later stated that she had borne nine ckiidof whom five survived:
Susan born in 1850, Alice born in 1851 or 1852a ftirobably Mary E.) in 1853 or
1854, Carrie J. in1857, and Eudelia born in 1859880.** Between 1850 and 1860 the
growing family moved from lllinois to the bloodigsart of "bloody Kansas," Lawrence,
where in 1860 father William worked as a carpefteiBut by 1870 the family had hit
on hard times. William Jenks was dead, and Ahatage forty-four, was working as a
chambermaid in a hotel in Atchison, Kansas, whereybungest daughter, eleven-year
old Eudelia, was also employed as a dining roofn dihe other girls had dispersed.
Susan, the eldest was living with a Jenks cousWlite Rock, Illinois; Carrie, only
thirteen, was working as a domestic servant in\afg home, also in Atchison; while

Alice, eighteen years old, may have been servirtbersame capacity in yet another

122 Redondo ReflexApril 21, 1910.
123 |llinois Marriages to 1850.
124J.S. Census, 1910.

125.S. Census, 1860.

76



private househol® By 1875, however, Alice Jenks was boarding witaraily in
Atchison and working as a teacH&t.In 1880 the Atchison, Kansas city directory liste
Alice Jenks as a school teacher, living with hedlamred mother and her sister Ella, who

advertised as dressmakeét.

According to her obituary, Alice J. Jenks came &aléhdo Beach in 1906° and
by 1910 the entire extended family had moved w8sisie and her husband Andrew
Brace, with two of their three surviving childreaopk up residence in Reno, Nevada.
Eudelia, her husband Willis and one of their twovaiing sons settled in Sparks,
Nevada. Matriarch Alvira took up residence witlicA in Redondo Beach where, in
1912, Redondo Beach residents Ella, married to BladHolmes, and Carrie, with her
husband Charles McGonagle and their daughter, i€hhdsted a birthday party for

Alice.r®°

All of the Jenks women were active members of Rdd@female society. Alice
and Alivra both held office in the local chaptertbé W.C.T.U., and in January 1912, at
the age of eighty-five, Alvira H. Jenks had theidion of becoming the first woman to
register to vote in Redondd* On July 7, 1916 thReflexreported the death of Alice J.

Jenks, due to "a severe attack of peritonitis.®& &hicle took note of her "seventeen

126.s. Census, 1870.

127 Kansans State Census, 1875.

128 Atchison City Directory for 188(Atchison, Kansas: W. H. Haskell & Son,
1880), 144; U.S. Census, 1880. Kansas State Celf385,

129"Alice M. Jenks,"Redondo Reflexuly 7, 1916.

130y.S. Census, 1910Pleasantly SurprisedRedondo Breezélay 4, 1912.

131 Redondo Refledanuary 18, 1912.
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years in the city schools of Atchison, Kansas," trah, incorrectly, identified her as "the

first librarian on the pier established by the WaotaeChristian Temperance Unioft®

". .. to formally open the library": Razing the Reading Room, Raising the Library:

1907-1909

In February 1907 the reading room underwent a ahditange. It closed. The
books and magazines were removed and storedptlagidin was let go, and the building
was razed to the ground. The decision was ent@elgconomical one. According to
Jenks, as of January 1, 1906 the library had rémesebscribers and owned about 500
volumes, of which 50 were in need of binding. &r bne-page, handwritten report, the
only surviving report from the librarian, Jenks edthat, "There is no kind of dictionary
or enclycopedia [sic] in the library," concludifi@y far the greatest need of the library is
books.*** Between May and December 1906, which coveregéhnied of the first
volume of the new publication of the California tetaibrary,News Notes of California
Libraries, the average number of cardholders for the libveag twelve. The size of the
collection remained about the same throughout #&ae,\standing at 519 volumes in May
but 557 in December, some books being returned thebindery and a few received as
gifts. The library was open from 9 a.m. to 9 pseven days a week, but the librarian
was only present to check out books between 2 gnigh. 4 p.m., Sundays and holidays

excluded. Peak circulation was reached in Septemlheen 97 volumes were issued "for

132vAlice M. Jenks,"Redondo Reflexiuly 7, 1916.
133 City of Redondo Beach, Archives, Box 2, "Redond@éh History," Office of
the City Clerk.
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home use," but the monthly average was fifty-five The library was, to put it bluntly,
not a going concern, attracting little patronagefteet its costs. Thus when “the
Redondo Improvement Company served notice on thedlibat space occupied by the
city library building was needed for the new paonlj" the Board of Trustees had no

hesitation in authorizing "the necessary arrangésenvacate the land>

Ironically, no sooner had the doors of the readown been closed than Redondo
Beach received a visit from Miss Bertha Kumli. Kyralong with Mable Prentiss, late
of the Pomona Library, was one of two county ligrarganizers hired in 1905 by State
Librarian James Gillis "to assist small towns wifikir local libraries**® While Gillis
did not invent the concept of the library organjzexr may have been unique in that,
unlike county organizers Mary E. Downey in Utah,ddbWilkinson in Wyoming, or Ida
Kidder in Washington and Oregon, "Gillis's Girlsér recruited from within California,
and were not graduates of any formal library schdfolCalifornia’s county organizers
had multiple responsibilities: they approached locdables, soliciting interest and
support in establishing community libraries; thegiated in the process of making

applications for Carnegie grants for constructibhlwaries; they offered advice on

134News Noted, nos. 1-8 (May - December 1906).

135"Doings of Trustees,Redondo Reflexebruary 28, 1907.

136 Debra Gold Hansen, "Depoliticizing the Califor@tate Library: The Political
and Professional Transformation of James Gilli©®9t8917,"Information and Culture
48, no.1 (2013): 83.

137 Harriet G. Eddy, probably the most well known lné tounty organizers,
joined the team in 1909. By 1914 Prentiss hadynesl to marry, while Kumli had taken
another library position. She too eventually medri In 1915 May (Mary) Dexter
Henshall, who had married in 1910 at the age ofytlsieven, joined Eddy, who in turn
resigned in 1918, about a year after the deathilo$. GBy 1930 Henshall reported no
employment in the Census.
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collection development; and they taught in the BE% summer school, at regional
meetings of the California Library Association, andraveling seminars of one to two
weeks duration, focusing on the practicalitieslmfdry management, such as basic

cataloguing and book-binding.

When Kumli came to Redondo Beach in late March7180e busied herself with
visits to former librarian Jenks, who then introddder to city notables such as the
editor of theReflexand the members of the city's Board of Trusté&Kumli's message
was that under the Rogers Act the city was not afibwed to raise taxes to support a
library, but, more importantly, under the termgtw 1901 revision, city officials were
requiredto establish a library using municipal tax funfithey were presented with a
petition signed by 25 percent of the city's votéfsDoing the math, thReflexcalculated
that the allowed tax "would give $1500.00 annutdlype devoted to this purpose, an
amount which probably would be augmented by sonmuppublic spirited citizens, but
even if not so increased, would still provide ayvespectable little library™*°

Kumli’s visit clearly had the desired effect, asAyoril 22 the trustees were
presented with “a petition to establish and mamg&Public Library in the city of
Redondo Beach, with the required number of sigeatthrereon.” Ordinance 249 "to
establish and maintain a Public Library in the GityRedondo" was duly introduced,

approved and adopted by a unanimous vote of tiseeed** A board of trustees for the

138 upyplic Library Organizer Visits Redonddzedondo ReflesMarch 28, 1907.
139 Held, The Rise58-59 for a history of the Rogers Act.

140»pyplic Library Organizer Visits Redonddzedondo ReflesMarch 28, 1907.
141 Minutes, April 22, 1907.
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newly established Redondo Beach Public Library agsointed on May 13. On the
same day the city engineer presented his mostrdugstimate for the construction of a
municipal building to “contain quarters for the Ldfficials, room for fire house, Library
and City Jail.” The cost came in at $30,3¢byp five thousand dollars from his previous
estimate in September of 1988. With this information in hand the trustees again
moved quickly and passed a resolution calling lierdonstruction of a city hall to be
financed with a fifteen-year bond issue of $30,600n August 5, 1907 a special
election was held, and the bond passed by an oeémuing majority, 186 votes for and
17 against® In September the annual property tax allocatimfuided 1 cent of every
90 cents that was collected per 100 dollars ofat&da for the Library Fund, and it
seemed the future of a public library for the @fyRedondo Beach was assured.
However, having assembled all the necessary a@oatits of a public library--a city
ordinance, a budget, and even a library boardeitiydfailed over the next two years to
acquire that most necessary of elements, a spatieeftibrary. For when the plans for
the new City Hall were finally unveiled in OctobE907 no library was included in the
drawings'® Evidently in an effort to bring the project iritiin budget a few
architectural flourishes, and the entire librarggdhbeen eliminated from the plans.
Editorials in theReflextried to shame the city fathers in to action. iNgthat

South Pasadena was to join the ranks of nearl@sattting a Carnegie library, the

142 Minutes, May 13, 1907.

143 Minutes, September 24, 1906.

144 Minutes, May 20, 1907.

145 Minutes, August 5, 1907.

146 »pyplic Library Not Materializing,Redondo ReflexDctober 7, 1907.
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editorial asked, "Will some one of our library bo&indly wake up and tell us what we
are doing, thinking of doing, or even dreaming oing) for Redondo in the way of
securing a public library™’ There was brief interest in establishing a cotfied to be
"opened through the co-operation of the churchdsphiianthropic citizens, with a
reading room attached, that would furnish a couatteaction to that offered by the
saloon element!*® But no coffee club was opened, and no Carnegiécaion was
made. In fact, the Library Board of Trustees apteal that day in May 1907 apparently
never met at afl?® So, when city officials, with the permission bétcontractor, moved
into the still incomplete City Hall on April 2, 18Ghe city was still without a place to

house its library>®

Exactly what motivated the city trustees to restiie library to its former place in
the plans for the City Hall is not known. Perhapsas pressure to fulfill their legal
obligation under the Rogers Act to provide a ligrahich prompted the Board of
Trustees to task the city clerk with "gatheringadiaggarding the state laws governing
libraries.™* Perhaps it was the editorials in the papers, asdhe one in the January 16,
1908 edition of th&keflex which stated, "Next to good schools a good putidrary will

do most toward attracting desirable citizel."Or perhaps it was simply that a room

147 Redondo ReflexSeptember 19, 1907.

148 »Coffee Club and Reading Room Suggest&&tiondo ReflesMarch 28,
1907.

149 Redondo ReflexJanuary 16, 1908.

1%0"Moving Day,"Redondo ReflexApril 2, 1908.

151 uplans for New Library,Redondo RefleXDctober 22, 1908.

152mpnanted--The Library Board to Get BusRedondo Reflexlanuary 16, 1908.
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appropriate for the purpose which was not desighat¢éhe plans for the City Hall for

any other use was available.

Whatever the reason, on November 23, 1908, timryears to the day from the
transfer of the Free Reading Room to the city, @adce Number 294 was promulgated.
Where Ordinance 249, the 1907 response to thergipetition, had simply stated, "A
public library is hereby established in and for ¢aéd City of Redondo Beach>?
Ordinance 294 set out the means to establish, aajr@nd govern the library. Adding
eight sections to the 1907 ordinance, the new arderdated the creation of a board of
trustees specifically for the governance of thealii» and delineated their power,
including hiring and firing of library personnelygchase of library materials, and the

establishment of rules and regulations for thealijpt>*

On December 10, 1908, the formation of a new tpkboard of trustees was
announced, along with plans for a special "recepimobe held the second week in
January to formally open the library.” Hosted bg tity, the reception was designed, to
guote theReflex "for the purpose of interesting the townspeoplthe library and their
co-operation will be requested by donations of lsomkd money for the purchase of
books. Each one attending will be requested tdritre a book or a silver offering>

The program for the evening included a tour of'tendsome building"” from 7:30 to

153 City of Redondo Beach, Ordinance 249.

154 City of Redondo Beach, Ordinance 294; "Doings mfstees, Redondo
Reflex November 5, 1908.

135 "wiill Hold Reception,"Redondo RefleDecember 10, 1908.
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8:00, followed by an hour-long entertainment inahgdvarious vocal and instrumental

pieces as well as two dramatic readifitjs.

About a month after the "brilliant reception,'vetich some 200 books were
donated"*’ the newly formed Woman's Club held a tea "to réisels for the purchase of
books for the city library." ThReflexreported that "the sudden change in the weather"
from wind and rain to sunshine boosted attendasmue $25.55 was raised by selling
"chances on a large wedding cake which was dormgtdd T. Martin.**® Interestingly,
the funds were not given directly to the libraRather the club appointed a three-
member committee "to select a list of books to eelpased for the City Library from the
funds raised." According to a report coveringteman's Club meeting, "It was
decided that books pertaining to California hisfeomance or the works of California
poets be purchase® Works by Bret Harte, John Muir, California phitggher Josiah
Royce, as well as several works by poet JoaquifeMihicknamed "the poet of the
Sierras," appeared on the approved list of thirtedames purchased and donated to the
library. Probably not coincidentally the same doadViller was the focus of "a splendid
paper" delivered at the same meeting of the Won@nls that chose the books for

donation®®°

1564 ibrary Reception Tonight,Redondo ReflexJanuary 7, 1909.
157Brilliant Reception,"Redondo Reflexlanuary 14, 1909.

1584 ibrary Tea A SuccessRedondo Reflexrebruary 11, 1909.
159 mwoman's Club,Redondo Reflexrebruary 25, 1909.
160Books for Public Library,'Redondo RefleMarch 11, 1909.
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Not to be outdone by the ladies, in March the ReddBeach chapter of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks donatedtyraine volumes of "late fiction."
In addition the local B.P.O.E. promised to donateent issues of thReview of Reviews
The AmericanLittle JourneysandThe Philistineevery month®* It was an interesting
mix of traditional and radical reading. TReview of Reviewsas the American version
of the English publication, founded and primaribtlzored by W. T. Stead. The journal
was noted for scathing character sketches, cargjitigjes with such provocative titles as
"Baby-killing as an Investment.” The journal leghlity and was eventually sold after
Stead went down on the Titanic in 1997 The American Magazineas founded in
1906 as a continuation of the Leslie's magazinég;iwhad published under various
titles since 1876. Started in the muckraking sghbohanged editorial style when it
changed editors in 1915, focusing on human intestestes and fiction. It ceased
publication in 1956°% Perhaps the most interesting of the titles viétitee Journeysand
The Philistine, A Periodical of Protedioth the product of Elbert Hubbard. Hubbard was
a combination of astute salesman and advocateedirtis and Crafts, or Mission style,
Movement, which promoted individual craftsmansmplace of shoddy manufactured
goods. Eccentric, flamboyant, and populdre Philistinebecame the voice of Hubbard,
who used it to "speak his mind on business, pslitiaxes, religion, education, medicine,

and labor," as well as to market the products eRbycroft Shop, an artisan community

1614 ate Fiction and Current Magazines Given to LigraRedondo Reflex
March 11, 1909.

*20wen Mulpetre, "W.T. Stead & The Review of Revieitle W.T. Stead
Resource Site2012, http://www.attackingthedevil.co.uk/#sthasiT.DyfMy.dpbs.

163 3ohn Mark Ockerbloom, "Frank Leslie's Popular Nt American
Magazine," http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/bielserial ?id=flpmonth.
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which he founded® Little Journeys to the Homes of Good Men and Graavther
Hubbard product, was issued monthly from 1895 tb0]@early 170 appearing in print.
These were basically picture albums, with biogreghsketches, used for promotional
purposes. Hubbard attracted public attention whenvife filed for divorce on the
grounds of adultery, revealing Hubbard's fifteeanjeve affair with Alice Moore,

whom he met when Moore, a school teacher, board#éteiHubbard housé>

According to one biographer, "To the principled téitan world, Hubbard represented a
rogue, . . . but his devotees had found in himarghion against 'Victorian
imprisonment.**® Hubbard and Moore, who married after his divodied when the

Lusitania was sunk by German U-boats May 7, 1915.

The new library had shorter hours than the oldirearoom, "1 to 5 o'clock each
afternoon and 6:30 to 9 each evening; Sundays alihblgs 2 until 5 o'clock, p.m." but
the librarian was expected to be in attendance ex@rthe library was opéfi’ For this
the new librarian, Mrs. N. F. Allison, would be g&25 a month. Exactly how Mrs.
Allison was chosen for the post is not known, bseems likely it was through the
intervention of her husband, who did odd jobs far ¢ity. Nothing more about the

personal background of Mrs. Allison has so far béisnovered, even her given name

184vElbert Hubbard: An American Original," http://wwpbs.org/wned/elbert-
hubbard/index.php.

%5 Sue, "Alice (Moore) Hubbard's Birthday, June 7&gycroft Campus
Corporation plog), June 7, 2010,
http://roycroftcampuscorporation.typepad.com/roftcampuscorporation/alice_moore
hubbard/.

186 vElbert Hubbard."

167 Brilliant Reception,"Redondo Reflexlanuary 14, 1909.
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remains an unknown. What can be said is that siseckearly the wrong woman for the
job.

Commencing her duties in January 1909, by Marchhsldealready offered to
resign. The issue, it seems, were the lights.oAtling to Mrs. Allison’s account, one
evening she arrived at the library alone and faiiwadl the lights had not been turned on
for the evening. She went into a nearby store whimused a telephone exchange and
called Mr. Charles J. Creller, the city clerk amdgadent of the library's board of trustees,
at his home, asking what she should do about thEon being informed that she should
“turn them on” she told him that she “was alone afrdid to go into those dark corridors
to turn them on and it was not my place to do doréller then advised her to search out
the night watchman and have him turn on the lighis, in her own words, she “refused
to do this and told him | would wait awhile andhey were not turned on | would go
home.*®® Eventually the lights were turned on when a “ygplady” in the telephone
office, one presumably less afraid of the dark this. Allison, went herself in search of
the night watchman, who then turned on the ligldst, thereafter Mrs. Allison’s
husband accompanied her to the library in the exgniio turn the lights on for her.

The problem did not end there, however. For,gssturning on the lights in the
library was not her “place,” so too Mrs. Allisontféhat dusting the library, or dealing
with the janitor, were not part of her dutf&3. The janitor, according to Allison, would

turn "the damper of the hot air pipe, and when uldauestion him about it he would

188 uMrs. Allison's Side of the CaseRedondo RefleAugust 19, 1909.

%9 Mrs. N. F. Allison to Dr. E. S. Metzger, Sec. laby Board of Trustees,
Redondo Beach Public Library, dated July 15, 190@ted in theRedondo Reflex
August 19, 1909.
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say he was not authorized or paid to keep the tyldirtaated.” Allison expected Creller
to resolve the issue, while Creller, in his tuwvidently expected the librarian to solve
such problems without need of his interventi6h.

By July the situation had so deteriorated thatsalti and Creller were trading
insults in an exchange of letters, copies of whadbng with her letter of resignation,
Allison submitted to th&eflexfor publication. On July 10 Allison wrote to Clezl, "A
few more little petty offices and your head will §& swelled that not even the City Hall
will be able to hold you®* To which Creller responded that her charges Vtsyainjust
and without any foundation that no justificationdefence [sic] is needed’ In the end,
when Allison opened the door, declaring "l am atmued to being treated as a lady, and
will not submit to your insults any more, and ifuyoan get a librarian who will, you have
my permission to do so," the library's Board of Stees pushed her through it, instructing
her to tender her resignatioff. Allison delayed submitting her resignation, takthe
time to solicit signatures to a "statement of $atigson" with her work, which she also
had published in thReflex"

The real reason for Allison's resignation was pbdjpauried in the personal

antagonism between Creller and Allison--money.$26 a month, Allison's salary was at

170Mrs. Allison's Side of the Case."

71 Mrs. N. F. Allison to Mr. C. J. Creller, July 10909, printed in th&edondo
Reflex August 19, 19009.

172 Chas. J. Creller to Mrs. N. F. Allison, July 1309, printed in th&edondo
Reflex August 19, 19009.

173pllison to Creller, July 10, 1909; "Library MeetifidRedondo Breezéugust
7, 1909.

174 mwe, the undersigned . . . ," July 6, 1909, pdritetheRedondo Reflex
August 19, 1909.
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the lower end of the scale. From that, she comethishe had to "pay a substitute . . .
whenever | was sick or away, even on Library bussnand have defrayed my own
expenses when | have gone anywhere on Library essitf> Moreover, she accused
Creller of delaying her warrants, the official reguwhich had to be presented to the city
treasurer in order to receive payment. As a reshé claimed that Mr. Cate, the city
treasurer, had had to advance her the money "neagty month.’® While the public
record does not reflect it, Allison had also app#yerequested a raise in salary which
was refused "on the ground that there was not monthe fund.*”” In the end,

Allison's resignation was duly accepted and "MissKlihley was appointed to fill the
vacancy at a salary of $45.00 per moritH."

Not quite the lame old men or the deserving widaws orphans described by
Ferguson and Passet, the early librarians of thiR¥o Beach reading room and of the
libraries of the surrounding communities were varych the "worthy local people” of
Held's portrait of first librarians in CalifornidLacking in any formal library training,
these women, and the few men, were without doutga@entious in their duties. The
Library Ledger of the Redondo Beach Free ReadingRAssociation shows careful
entries, not only keeping track of circulation, ligo recording dues and fines collected,
and transfers made to the city treasurer. Howesgethe tenure of Mrs. Allison made

apparent, larger collections and longer hours ddtle more capable service, and cities

175uMrs. Allison's Side of the Case".

176 »Mrs. Allison's Side of the Case"; Allison to el July 10, 1909.
177*The Library Troubles,Redondo ReflexAugust 19, 1909

178 Redondo Breezéugust 14, 1909.
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and towns went in search of that in the form ofgh&fessional or, as the literature of the

time referred to them, the "trained" librarian.
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Chapter Three
Finding Marian:
The "Trained Librarians"” of the Redondo Beach Rubibrary, 1909-1911

In a brief article appearing first in the Decemb887 issue oPublic Libraries
and later reprinted as an equally short chapt@oim Cotton Dana's 19@3Library
Primer, Julia A. Hopkins, then working as the referencedlitan at the Reynolds Library
in Rochester, New York, provided a descriptionha tharacteristics of the "trained
librarian."* A trained librarian could be distinguished by kimwledge of the "distinctly
professional duties, such as ordering, classifging cataloging books," while "it is
precisely these professional duties of which thesg®euntrained in library work is in
most cases wofully [sic] ignorant.” The traindardirian, for example, would already
know "that there is some perfectly well-known add@ated system of classification . . .
than the one he has been struggling to evolve.t' oNly was trained service "always of
greater value than untrained service," claimed Hoplbut it saved wasted time and
unnecessary expense, "and one of the most impahiags which a small library has to

consider is economy-" Yet, with only four formal library programs ingee by 1900,

! John William Leonard, edWoman's Who's Who of America: A Biographical
Dictionary of Contemporary Women of the United &atnd Canada, 1914-191(Blew
York: The American Commonwealth Company, 1914),.402

2 Julia A. Hopkins, "The Trained Librarian in a Sidabrary," in A Library
Primer, ed. John Cotton Dana, 3rd ed. (Chicago: LibranyeBu, 1903), 23-25.

Ironically, in September 1908 Hopkins resigned frio@n position as head of the Madison
(Wisconsin) Public Library, which she had held 8i1®02 , complaining that she was
"loaded down with petty details of clerical workhigh were preventing her from doing
her real job. As quoted Bob Kann, "All Their Ways are Helping Ways: Storfesm
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and none of those south of the Mason-Dixon lineest of the Mississippi, how was the

average city or town to obtain this scarce but ss@e/ commodity??

In California Tessa Kelso, head of the Los Angé&lablic Library from 1889 to
1895, recognized the problem, and in 1891 she $tepks to address it by initiating the
first library training program in California. Asefso explained in her annual report to
the LAPL Board of Directors, "The entrance examorato the class, three hours service
per day for six months without pay, a final exanimrawith an average of 70 per cent.,
entitles the examinee to a certificate, and make®ligible for employment in the ratio

of her percentage."In 1893, just two years after starting the tnagnschool, Kelso
estimated that "since the inauguration of the ingjirtlasses the library has had 20,742
hours of gratuitous service from pupifs.As Harriet Child Wadleigh, LAPL director

from 1897 to 1900, described it in 1897, "Los Amgetioes not offer to pupils a course as

extensive as that of a library school, but condudtat the name signifies, a training

class, aiming to give a thorough grounding in thegiples of library educatior®"

the History of the Madison Public LibraryWladison Public Library2001,
http://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/all-their-ways/

3 Pratt Institute in New York (1890), Drexel Univitysin Philadelphia (1892),
and the Armour Institute (1893) which became thaeStibrary School at the University
of lllinois (1897).

* Los Angeles Public Librarftourth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of
the Los Angeles Public Library and Report of ther&rian, (Los Angeles: Evening
Express Company, 1892), 27.

> Los Angeles Public Libraryifth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of
the Los Angeles Public Library and Report of therarian (Los Angeles: n.p., 1893),
27.

® Los Angeles Public LibraryAnnual Report, Board of Directors, Los Angeles
Public Library and Report of Librarian for the Yea897(Los Angeles: n. p., 1897), 15.
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While library boards typically did not fire incumtus, the death or resignation of
a librarian often provided the opening to hireaarted, or at least experienced,
replacement. However, since most small citieswdichave a local candidate who fit that
description, and since, as Held noted, small libsawere equally unable to offer the
enticements of salaries or professional opportemiinat might attract the graduate of an
eastern library school, library administrators oftarned to neighboring institutions,
hiring away some woman interested in heading her ldwary, or perhaps just wanting a
change of scene or different social surroundingsus the LAPL became the "go to"
location for such poaching, so that by the time WMarJones took over the directorship
of the LAPL in 1900 she had reason to both pramke@mplain of the success of Kelso's
endeavor, for "other libraries frequently call upsur Library for assistance and request
the occasional and sometimes the permanent senfices graduates’” The effect was
that of the pebble in the pond, as women movedrouat the LAPL to other libraries and

then recruited colleagues and classmates to teeidibrary homes.

Nellie M. Russ, for example, "who had be [sic] &uea worker for several
years," left the LAPL in January of 1898 to heael Frasadena Public LibratyShe was

joined there in March by Mabel B. Prentiss, a mendi¢he LAPL's 1895 training

’ Los Angeles Public Libraryfhirteenth Annual Report of the Board of Directors
of the Los Angeles Public Library and Report ofraian, 1900-1901 (Los Angeles:
n.p., 1901), 6.

8 She worked at the LAPL from February 1890 to Jan@898. Los Angeles
Public Library,Annual Report of the Board of Directors and Libearj1898-1899Los
Angeles: Commercial Printing House, 1900), 20.
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class’ Prentiss moved on to become head of the PomanlicRibrary in 1902. When
Prentiss took a position as one of "Gillis's Gids$'the California State Library, Pomona
reached out to the LAPL, securing the servicesan&ls M. Jacobus. A graduate of the
ninth training class in December 1897, Jacobus aads an attendant in the LAPL
starting in April of 1898° But she resigned in September 1901 "to acceqtdbition of
librarian in the Kamehameha Schools of HawHiiBy 1905 Jacobus was back at the
LAPL, but in 1906 she left for Pomona.Jacobus remained at the Pomona Public

Library until 1946, when she retired at the ageafenty-seven.

Victoria Ellis and Ida G. Munson were members @&f ¢éfieventh training class,
graduating in March 189%. By 1907 both women were at the Long Beach Public
Library, where Ellis had been hired as the new hafatle library in December of 1963,

and Munson came on as head cataloger in ¥9Q7ke Prentiss, Munson migrated to the

® Los Angeles Public LibraryAnnual Report of the Board of Directors and
Report of the Librarian for the Year 1898s Angles: n.p., 1898.1,1.

1 APL, Annual Report . . . 18987; 21.

1 LAPL, Annual Report . .1901, 25.

12| os Angeles Public LibraryAnnual Report Los Angeles Public Library for the
Year Ending November 30, 19Q0®s Angeles: Baumgardt Publishing Co., 1906), 28;
Los Angeles Public LibrangighteenthAnnual Report of the Los Angeles Public Library
for the Year Ending November 30, 1906s Angeles: Times-Mirror Printing and
Binding House, 1907), 46

13 LAPL, Annual Report...1898-18992.

“Los Angeles Public LibraryAnnual Report of the Library Department of the
City of Los Angeles California, for the Year Endigvember 30, 1904.0s Angeles:
Southern California Printing Co., 1904), 20.

15 Los Angeles Public LibraryNineteenth Annual Report, Los Angeles Public
Library for the Year Ending November 30,19Q06s Angeles: Commercial Printing
House, 1908), 72.
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California State Library, where she worked in théatog department from 1911 until

about 1938°

Not only did the LAPL provide librarians, howevdéralso provided a model for
library training. Ellis established a training gram at Long Beach at least as early as
1908}" and Jacobus established one in Pomona in ¥o@th Jacobus and Ellis had a
hand in training Mary L. McKinley, the "strangerhw came to take charge of the
Redondo Beach Public Library in August 1909, and wiould, in her turn, establish a
library training program at the Redondo Beach Rubilbrary that would last for fifteen

years.
"...took the library training course": Mary L. McKinley, 1909-1911

In his presidential address to the American Librasgociation at its annual
meeting, held in Pasadena in May 1911, the direxfttdre New York State Library
James |. Wyer, Jr. reflected on the still diffictaisk of convincing communities of "the
splendid work™ which public libraries could do 'tine hands of carefully chosen staff of
trained and experienced people." "Let a vacancumthe said, and "insistent and very

earnest citizens will instantly appear to urgeaiartandidacies on every ground except

® News Notes of California Librarie& no. 2(April 1911): 185 reports Munson
accepted "a position in the catalog departmerti®fState Library." Hereafter cited as
"News Note§ The 1938 city directory for Sacramento listsidan as a librarian with
the State Library, but in the Census of 1940 emplayt information was left blank.
Sacramento Directory Co's Sacramento City Directd838(Sacramento: Sacramento
Directory Co., 1938), 498.

"Miss Florence Whyte, who has been in the LongcBegaining class . . ."
News Notes4, no. 1 (January 1909): 37.

18 "Miss Jacobus will open in the near future a irajrclass."News Noted, no. 1
(January 1909): 51.
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that of fithess as shown by temperament, trainimgxperience.” Trustees too often gave
in, lamented Wyer, appointing some "local candidatene who needs the money and
will work for very little, or somebody's sister,wsin or aunt, upon grounds wholly
irrelevant and immaterial.” What could a commumixpect in the way of library

service, bemoaned Wyer, when library administratoionsidering the qualifications for
the position of librarian assumed "either that adidate's need is a sufficient measure of
ability or that all the talent needed to managératy in the best way surely exists under

the local vine and fig tree™

Registering dismay if not outrage at the firinguiris. Allison, theRedondo Reflex
was particularly upset that the new librarian, MarycKinley, was being given the
raise which Allison had been denied. Reflectingatty the preference for a home-grown
librarian described by Wyer above, the newspapeéiterial went on to object to the
appointment of McKinley based not on her qualifimas, but because she was "a
stranger, when home people of undoubted abilityhirtigve been secured for the

place.®°

Born in lllinois sometime between 1875 and 1878rWa, for Laura, McKinley,
her mother Nancy, and her younger brother Williamn@ved to Hawaii in 1884, where
they joined Mary's father Thomas F. McKinley, wradhimmigrated there the previous

year. Like most of the immigrants from the mainlamhomas became a planter, in this

19 James I. Wyer, Jr., "What the Community Owes tibeary," Papers and
Proceedings of the Thirty-third Annual Meeting o tAmerican Library Association
(Chicago: American Library Association, 1911), 56.

20" The Library Troubles,Redondo RefleAugust 19, 1909.
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case of sugar cane. At the age of twenty-four1l&@0 census recorded Mary working as
a teacher, although it is not clear if she hachdiel the Honolulu Normal and Training
School, founded in 1896. Whether McKinley met the aforementioned Sarah M.
Jacobus during the latter's time in Hawaii is aisknown. But, McKinley certainly

knew Jacobus in Pomona, where in 1908 Thomas Melwias growing walnuts while
Mary worked as a substitute librarian in the PomBahlic Library. In early October
1908 McKinley attended a one-week course in Libigthods in Colton, Californi&
Interestingly, she paid all her own expenses fercburse, the only one of the twelve

attendees to do <0.

The course was one of four, two-week long, tuitiee "Library Institutes”
sponsored that year by the California State Libearg taught by the library organizers.
At the time these courses were virtually the omigofessional” training available in
California, as Mary L. Jones had closed the LAPUurse to anyone not resident in that
city, a policy which was followed by her succes<eharles F. Lummis, director from
1905 to 1910. The University of California, theangposed solely of the Berkeley
campus, was only a sporadic provider of librarycadion. Berkeley's summer course in

library methods, "the first training class of tleetsvest of lowa," referring to its location

?LU. S Census, 1900.n'1888, Principal Marion Scott began offering imfial
classes in pedagogy at Honolulu High School. In5188mes Dumas, a graduate of
Oswego Normal School, was hired to head the tedcdieing department of the high
school, which became the Honolulu Normal and Trejrchool a year later.Robert E.
Potter, "History of the CollegelJniversity of Hawai'i at Manoa, College of Educatjo
updated 2008 by Rebecca Meeder, https://coe.hadalabout/mission-history.

2 News Note8, no. 4 (October 1908): 342.

23 California State Archives, F3613, Library Orgamigéiles, Reports 1907-
1908. California State Archives, Sacramento, @hurtesy of Dr. Debra Gold Hansen.
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on a university campus, was first given in 1862ccording to Mary L. Sutliff, head of
the Catalog Department of the California State &uifpyin her report on "Library Training
in California," delivered to the professional tiaigp section of the American Library
Association at its annual meeting in 1911, enrofitme the Berkeley course was limited
to "librarians or persons under an appointmentltorary position.*> Moreover the
course was not given again until the summer of J8bthen repeated in 1907. Sutliff
noted that "all three sessions of the summer scec¢ highly successful from every
point of view except the financial one" owing toialin"the University did not feel
justified in continuing the coursé® Therefore, the course was not offered again until
1912, after which it was offered each year, exd&it6, until 1918 when an
undergraduate Department of Library Science wgarored, offering a one-year

program leading to a certificate in librarianship.

The state-run "Library Institutes” such as the btuKinley took in Colton, were
designed as a sort of crash or condensed couns@anouncement in tidews Notes of

California Librariesoutlined the program:

Instruction in general library methods will be givand the work will be

planned especially for librarians of newly estdidid and quite small

>4 News Noted, no. 3 (July 1906): 131.

> Mary L. Sutliff, "Library Training in California, Papers and Proceedings of
the . .. American Library Associatip?64.

*® |bid, 265.

2™3chool of Librarianship,University of California History Digital Archives
http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/~ucalhist/general _hygtampuses/ucb/colleges.html#libraria
nship.
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libraries. Book selection and purchase will bduded in the course, also
book repairing and the question of replacing afhiging. A briefer
course in cataloging will be given, with specideation to work for

beginnerg®

The emphasis for the sessions was on the pracfi@alexample, at an institute given
that same year in Red Bluff "each librarian waspéiep with a sewing bench and was

required to rebind at least one bodk."

The choice of Colton for the class location wasastuixotic as it might appear,
for the second meeting of 1908 of the Sixth Distoicthe California Library Association
(CLA) was held there on October 19, immediatelyol@ing the course. The CLA was
founded in 1895 as the Library Association of Cain@alifornia, becoming the Library
Association of California before adopting its cureame in 1908° Divided into
geographic districts, Redondo Beach fell in togix¢h district, which included Los
Angeles, Long Beach, San Pedro and Pomona. DRiafiwell as statewide annual
meetings were held, and while the state and themdtlibrary association meetings
often lasted a week, the regional meetings typidalbk place in a day, so that librarians
from small libraries often attended the local gatigs but not the larger ones. The

annual state meetings typically included an "ing#it of one week to ten days of

8 News Note8, no. 3 (July 1908): 281.

2 News Noted, no. 1 (January 1909): 97.

%0 Cindy Mediavilla, "A Brief History of the Califoia Library Association,"
California Library AssociationAugust 2009, http://www.cla-
net.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=29.
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intensive instruction. For example, in 1910 thdtitote was held in Long Beach from
April 11-23, prior to the CLA's general meetingApril 25-27. The program consisted
of two sections, Course A, "Ten lectures by MissidicC. Beckley, Principal
Reference Department, Los Angeles Public Librand &ourse B, twenty lectures given
by Sutliff, assisted by Kumli and "Miss Sarah Sd@q' also of the State Library.

Clearly the intention of these courses was to pl®wa convenient and economical means
of training for local librarians in the two mostdiafeatures which distinguished the

trained librarian from the untrained assistanterefce and cataloging.

There is no indication that McKinley attended theeting of the CLA which
followed the Colton training session, but she dtdrad the district meeting held in San
Pedro on March 3, 1909, by which time she had #&ipoon the staff of the Long Beach
Public Library®> Sometime after joining the Long Beach staff Mdijntransferred,
perhaps temporarily, to the Glendale Public Libyavigere it was reported that "the
library has recently been recataloged [sic] by Misy L. McKinley, who as of August

16, became librarian of the Redondo Public Libr4ry.

Immediately upon arriving in Redondo Beach McKintlgmonstrated the
difference between hiring a "home person" andari&d librarian,” introducing a host of

new library services which had already become stahdisewhere. In September she

31 california Library Associatiortiandbook and Proceedings of the Annual
Meeting(Sacramento: Publications of the California Libr&sgsociation Number 11,
1910), 19.

32 News Noted, no. 2 (April 1909): 173.

%3 News Noted, no. 4 (October 1909): 460-61.
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initiated an interlibrary loan program with the Lasgeles library’* She allowed books
to be placed on reserve for a fee of two centsdwer cost of notification® and
eliminated the age barrier to library membershlipywang children under the age of ten
to have borrowing privileges so long as "the paremtguardian™ would vouch for the
child®® She saw to the installation of a telephone sbghfions could renew or reserve a
book by phoné/ and solicited and received the donation of a téblée used in the
juvenile department of the library,” absent thecgpimr an actual room for the children's
collection®® In addition she kept the library in the publie@egubmitting weekly reports
to the two city newspapers covering the arrivah@fv books to the library and frequently
contributing articles in which she drew attentiorthe library as a source for reading on
some topic of interest. One notable example agpearthe June 30, 1910 issue of the
Reflex Probably timed to the end of the school terra,giece comments on the
"pleasant pastime" of swimming, and then seguesdrtiscussion of books available in

the library about swimmingy

But by far the most important change made by Ma#inthat which truly

distinguished her as a "trained" librarian was:ttdsmodern system of cataloging has

3L ibrary Notes,"Redondo ReflexSeptember 30, 1909. As the Los Angeles
County Library was not established until 1912, preably this referred to the LAPL.

% “New Books at Public Library/Redondo ReflexDctober 28, 1909.

36 »Children Under Ten May Now Have Library Book&&dondo Reflexlanuary
27, 1910.

3" Redondo Reflexjune 9, 1910.

38 »Anybody Got A Table to SpareRedondo ReflexJune 16, 191@Redondo
Reflex June 23, 1910; "Report of LibrariarRedondo Reflexjuly 7, 1910Redondo
Breeze June 18, 191(Redondo Breezdune 25, 1910.

39| ibrary Notes,"Redondo Reflexiune 30, 1910.
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been inaugurated and all books received since Ma@&nley has taken charge are
classified according to this systeffi."In her annual report to the library trusteestfier
year ending June 30, 1910 McKinley noted that dytire previous year "an effort has
been made to re-accession the old books of thauiband as the book is accessioned to
classify [it] according to the Dewey-Cutter syst&th.In order to accomplish all of this
and still attend to the "general routine work" Molgy needed help, and so, following
the examples of Jacobus and Ellis, McKinley essaleld her own apprenticeship
program, and on March 3, 1910 tRedondo Reflemoted that the "Misses Jeannette
Kindig and Maud Welton, two High School students spending their spare hours

learning library work under the supervision of MidsKinley."*?

Jeanette Kindig and Maud Welton, both born in 1888, members of the
Redondo Union High School (RUHS) class of 1910e €lass of 1910 was only the
third graduating class, the first in 1907 and theosid in 1909 each consisting of one boy
and one girl. The 1910 class had nine graduategjrts and three boys. Welton's father
was the foreman and Kindig's a laborer at the wisarhething which no doubt drew the
girls together. After graduation Arthur F. Welttatcepted the position of wharf master
at the Port of Los Angeles,"” and the Weltons leftl@do Beach for Santa Monita.

Jeanette Kindig remained in Redondo Beach, whexevsis paid a small amount to act

0| ibrary Notes,"Redondo ReflexApril 28, 1910.

1 "Report of Librarian,'Redondo Reflexjuly 7, 1910.

“2»Encyclopedia for Library,Redondo Reflearch 3, 1910.

43" ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexiune 30, 191(Redondo Breezduly 16,
1910.
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as the Sunday reading room attendanivho initiated the idea is not known, but in 1912
Welton and Kindig enrolled in the General ProfesaldCourse of the Los Angeles State
Normal School. They graduated on June 27, 19¥2s%&d in dainty white gowns

adorned with yellow flowers, the class colors," #edame schoolteachets.

Initially Kindig taught in the nearby Perry schowl,what is now Torrance, but
after the death of her father in May 1913 she toaitions farther away from home,
joining Welton in Caliente, Nevada in Septembethat yea*® By 1918 both women
were married. Welton, who married Ernest E. Whitigain 1917, continued to teach, even
after the birth of her two children, and she waktstaching at the time of the 1930
census’ On February 15, 1918 Jeanette Kindig married yarE. Skinner, vice-
principal of the Maricopa, California school, whétimdig had taken a position in
September 191% Kindig and Skinner moved to Hawaii, where theyaveoth
employed at the government school in Ookala, Haffaihd where in about 1934 they

were divorced® By 1940 Franklyn Skinner had married Lucille Péyfiteen years his

4 "Report of Librarian,'Redondo Reflexjuly 7, 1910; "Local Reflexions,"
Redondo RefleXAugust 11, 1910.

> "Normal Graduates,Redondo Breezdune 29, 1912; Los Angeles State
Normal SchoolBulletin and Announcements for 1913-196@-61.

6 "will Enjoy Vacation in Yosemite,Redondo Breezdune 28, 1913 reported
that the previous year Kindig had been teachirfgeaty and Welton at Caliente, Nevada.

*"U.S. Census, 1920; 1930.

8" jeanette Kindig Becomes Brid&edondo Breez&ebruary 22, 1918;
Redondo Breez&eptember 14, 1917.

*U.S. Census, 1920

*0 polk-Husted Directory Co.'s Directory of City and@ty of Honolulu, 1933-
34 (Honolulu, T.H.: Polk-Husted Directory Co., 193830 lists both Franklyn and
Jeanette at the Department of Public Instructiowailuku, Island of Maui. But in 1934
only Franklyn is listed there (627), while Jean&kinner is still listed as a teacher with
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junior, a former teacher at the school where Skimvas a supervising principa.
Jeanette Kindig Skinner continued to live and taadHawaii. She died in June 1976, at

the age of eighty-two.

Welton and Kindig were not the only girls in thiigh school class to work after
graduating. Adelaide Barkley, the daughteRetilondo Breez@wvner, postmaster, and
drugstore owner S. D. Barkley, was hardly in nekith® income, yet she worked at the
post office between her high school graduatioruimeJ1910 and her marriage in July
1911°? Although Barkley was only eighteen when she redrrthe average age of first
marriage for women was about twenty-one and aftati 1890 to 1946° Thus women
like Welton, who married at age twenty-four, aneahdig, who married at twenty-five,
could expect to wait several years between leasohgol and starting their own families.
Indeed, one of the most interesting aspects of wksriges to emerge from this study
was that, almost universally, single women, thatasnen who had never married,
regardless of social or economic status, engagedrire sort of paid work. Moreover,
while it may have been true, as historian JoanrieaBset in her study of the "typical

Western librarian” stated, that "single professiemamen” had "few counterparts,

the DPI, but her residence is given as the Moarasi8e Hotel in Honolulu (423Rolk-
Husted Directory Co.'s Directory of City and CounfyHonolulu, 1934-3%Honolulu,
T.H: Polk-Husted Directory Co., Publishers, 1934).

1 U.S. Census, 1940. Franklyn and Lucille were diste "guests" in a hotel on
Maui, while Jeanne K.. Skinner, "d," was a residd@nwvhat appears to be a teachers'
dormitory or apartments in South Kona.

*2Redondo Breezduly 1, 1911.

*3U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Table MS-2, EstimMedian Age at First
Marriage, by Sex: 1890 to the Preseit,S. Bureau of the Censuday 2011,
http://www.census.gov/hhes/families/files/ms2.csv.
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especially in rural communitie$in cities like Redondo Beach young women had many

role models to follow.

There were, of course, the working widows. Lawdgé& married Joseph
Hannon, a physician about ten years her senioQaiober 21, 1861> By 1892 the
Hannons had moved from Alabama to Redondo B&aahere on March 7, 1895,
"shortly after the death of Dr. Joseph Hannon,"raal Hannon was appointed the city's
postmistress’ According to a later account in tRedondo Refleenator Stephen M.
White, "an intimate friend" of the late Dr. Hannamerceded on behalf of the widow.

Hannon continued to work at the post office urtii sesigned January 10, 1999.

Arguably the three best-known working women in RettoBeach were Mary
Story, Lola Gitt, and Mrs. May (A. R.) Hopkins. &eise so much of local news was
women's news--church meetings, school activitiksy gatherings, and social events--
newspapers often employed a lady reporter, whdsé j@as to attend and write about
such events. As a result, reporting became otleosk suitable jobs for a middle-class
woman, and many women in Redondo Beach workedfoegime as reporters. One

example was Mary Story.

** Joanne E. Pass@ultural Crusaders, Women Librarians in the Amenid&lest,
1900-19171Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 199%).

> U.S. Census, 1880; Alabama, Marriages, Death s\a@lburt, and Other
Records, 1784-1920.

%6 California, Voter Registers, 1866-1898: 1892.

>" Appointments of U.S. Postmasters, 1832-1971.

8 Redondo Reflex)anuary 7, 1909; Appointments of U.S. Postmast&32-
1971.
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Mary Story was a grocer's daughter. Her fathdhedai T. Story, was a Civil War
veteran who owned a store in Zanesville, Ohio.b&tland his wife Elizabeth Walters
had three children, of which Mary, born in April8® was the only one to survivé.
George Story died in early 1899 and the 1900 federal census reported Mary Stoey, t
twenty years old, living in Zanesville with her vemled mother and a maiden aunt,
working as a reporter for the local newspapieBut by 1909 Story was well established

in Redondo, where she lived without any relativesrking as a reporter for theeflex.

In April 1910, at the age of thirty, Story and QkarT. Gulliver, also aged thirty
and working in Redondo as a reporter forlthe Angeles Timesurprised their friends
and married. The two moved to Los Angeles wherkiveu continued to work in the
advertising section of thEimes®> The marriage lasted less than six months, howeser
Charles T. Gulliver was reported missing and pre=siigiead in the bombing of the
Times Building on October 1, 19£8.Story attended the memorial service for the
"unidentified bodies," and subsequently was awa&#394.37, her portion of a
$76,420.39 relief fund that was distributed to fdmailies of the bombing victim¥.

Story almost immediately went to visit friends indenix, Arizona, to recover from the

9 Ohio, Births and Christenings Index, 1800-1962 LCensus, 1900.

% Elizabeth Story applied for widow's benefits onrbtal, 1899. Civil War
Pension Index, General Index to Pension Files, 118&U.

®1U.S. Census, 1900.

%2 Redondo ReflexApril 21, 1910;Redondo Breezé\pril 23, 1910; Los Angeles
Herald, April 21, 1910.

%3 Redondo Breez®ctober 1, 191Q;0s Angelesierald, October 2 and 3, 1910.

®4 Redondo Breez©ctober 15, 1910;0s Angelesierald, December 20, 1910.
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first of several nervous breakdowns which were riggbover the next few yeafs.
When she returned to Redondo Beach she resumeedgueting caree?® In early 1914
Story relocated to San Die§bwhere she worked as a society reporter fot the
AngelesTimes®® Then, in September 1921 she married for a setiorg] at the age of
forty-one, to Jack Holland Stagleman, thirty-twn,aatomobile electriciaff. Story

continued to work as a reporter until at least 1938he died sometime before 1940.

Like many people in Redondo Beach, Lola Gitt magieillcome from real estate.
But she began her working life as a printer, anoticeupation thought suitable for a
middle-class woman as it required both literacy ammable fingers. According to her
obituary, Lola Gitt came to Los Angeles in 1887orBSeptember 15, 1863she would
have been about twenty-nine years old in 1892 velherwas listed in the Los Angeles
directory working as a printer, living with her veded mother and her three brothers,
two working as clerk$® But by 1910 Gitt was living alone in Redondo Beaad

working as a reportéf. Then, in August 1912, Gitt purchased part oflth@wned by

%> Redondo Breez®ecember 3, 1910.

° Redondo Breez&ebruary 4, 1911.

®” Redondo RefleMay 14, 1914Redondo Breezélay 16, 1914

°8 Redondo Breez&lay 11, 1917; U.S. Census, 1920.

%9 RootsWeb Marriage Records Index.

°U.S. Census, 1930.

"L U.S. Census, 1940 reports Jack Stagleman as "wd".

2U.S. Census, 1900; California, Death Index, 1924971

3"Miss Lola Gitt,"Los Angeles Time&ebruary 28, 1952:0s Angeles City
Directory and Gazetteer of Southern California 1&92(Los Angeles: Geo W.
Maxweli, 1892), 245-246.

" U.S. Census, 1910.
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the Woman's Club, with a plan to build "a neat flatiding for rental purpose$™ Later
that year she was reported building an additiometoown home, as well as developing
the adjacent lot "for an investment." If Miss Gitbesn't watch out," quipped tReflex
"she will be an extensive property owners [sic] sahthese days’® Unlike Story, Gitt
never married, although the 1930 census reporteditie a seven-year old "son," Robert
M. Carrig’” He did not appear on the 1940 cenSusywever, and what the exact nature

of the relationship was is not clear. Gitt diedimry 24, 1952°

And then there was the case of May B. Hopkins. BEalowell was twenty-two
when she married twenty-three-year-old printer Allfe Hopkins around 1898. The
couple had two children, Edna born in 1897 and Libine1 9033 By 1910, however,
the marriage appears to have been breaking upagisaitl the children were living as
boarders in Oakland while Albert was working in granting business in Sacramefito.

The 1911 Los Angeles city directory puts AlberRadondo Beach as the foreman for

> Redondo ReflexAugust 12, 1912.

® Redondo RefleNovember 15, 1912.

"U.S. Census, 1930.

8 U.S. Census, 1940.

’® California Death Index, 1940-1997.

89°U.S. Census, 1880; 1900.

81 U.S. Census, 1900; 1910

82U.S. Census, 1910; ttBacramento City and County Directory, 1905
(Sacramento: H.S. Crocker Co., Publishers, 1905 i@entifies his as a "proofreader”
for the Sacramento Union," and t8acramento City and County Directory, 1906
(Sacramento: H. S. Crocker Co., Publisher,1908},l&7s Albert R. as the foreman for
the Daily Union. Founded in 1851 as tlaily Union, it published as th8acramento
Daily Unionfrom 1853-1875, and continued under various titlesl January 1994,
when it was no longer able to compete with $a&ramento Be&Sacramento Union
Newspaper. Archives," Finding AilCDavis University Library,
http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/dept/specol/collectianshuscripts/index.php?collection=28
5; http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn8201802
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theLos Angeles Recofdf which may explain how May and the children cambeadn
Redondo Beach, where she was mentioned in the a@&spin connection with the
Woman's Club as early as 19%'5By at least 1918 the couple were, once againt,ags
there were several notices of visits by Hopkinthefamily in May and again in
Decembef® But, from 1920 forward May and her children dnewsn resident in
Redondd® With her children nearly grown, Lowell was sixtdéa 1920 and Edna was
twenty-two, May Hopkins worked as the city treas(ifeand later took up that popular
occupation, real estafé. It was in this latter capacity that she foundeel Redondo
Beach Business and Professional Women's Club i8.39®iopkins later served on the
city Board of Trustees and, according to one squreeame Redondo Beach's first

female mayor?

Widowed, never married, or de facto divorceess dlear that single working
women were neither uncommon nor socially isolateRedondo Beach. McKinley
herself seems to have been well-integrated inte@dinemunity. Initially she boarded

with Eliza Goldthwaite, a widow living with her geen year-old son and twenty-three

8 Los Angeles City Directory, 19XLos Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory
Company, 1911), 692.

8 Redondo Reflexjune 25, 1915.

8 "personal Mention,Redondo Breezélay 10, 1918; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo RefleMay 31, 1918; "Personal MentiorRedondo Breez®ecember 27,
1918.

8 U.S. Census, 1920; 1930; 1940.

87U.S. Census, 1920 and numerous references inthkpapers.

% U.S. Census, 1930; 1940.

89 Redondo ReflexSeptember 14, October 12 and October 19, 1923.

% Jeanette A. McKenna, with Sally Schact and Karenritt, "An Historic
Context Statement and Updated Historic Resourcege$tdor the City of Redondo
Beach, Los Angeles County, California" (Whittiel@ornia, 1996), 21.
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year-old teacher daughter on EmeraicHowever, in November 1910 McKinley moved
to Benita Avenue to "apartments with Mrs. Helen tdagn order to be near the
library."®> McKinley maintained close ties to her family, baaging visits”> spending
Christmas in 1909 with them in Pomotfaand her summer holiday in 1910 at the family
cottage at Sunset BeathlIn June 1910 she attended the "commencementiss®af
Throup Polytechnic institute, where her brotherpfias J. McKinley, was one of the
graduating class’® In March 1911 she was in Pomona for the funer&lesfmaternal
uncle, W. E. Noblé! after which she entertained another Noble uncRedondo

Beach® However, with the exception of Mary Story Gulliyaith whom she

maintained a close friendship for the next fiverge®IcKinley most frequently

entertained friends from her library work.

June 1910 was a particularly busy month as McKihlested Miss Lavina

Kirkman of the Pomona Library for two weeKsollowed with a day visit from "Miss L.

°LU.S. Census, 1910.

92 Redondo Breez&lovember 5, 1910.

93" ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexjune 30, 1910; "Local Reflexions,"
Redondo Reflexuly 7, 1910.

% Redondo RefleyDecember 16Redondo Reflex25, 1909.

% Redondo ReflexAugust 18; "Local ReflexionsRedondo RefleBeptember 1,
1910.

%" ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexiune 9, 1910. Throup became the
California Institute of Technology, commonly refedlrto as CalTech.

97 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo ReflesMarch 2, 1911.

%8| ocal Reflexions,'Redondo ReflesMarch 9, 1911.

9 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexjune 2, 191(Redondo Breezdune 4,
1910.
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A. Clegg of the San Pedro librar}’® In one notable weekend in May 1911, McKinley
"entertained a house party" where her guests iedumbt only Clegg, but also Laura E.
Cadmus, Helen Courtwright, May Brown and Lucindalkigg all of the Long Beach
library.’®* A few days later McKinley left for ten days tdetd the annual meeting of the

American Library Association, held that year in &ena-

No sooner had McKinley returned to Redondo thanrebigned and returned to
Pomona. The immediate reason for McKinley's hdsparture was a fire at the Pomona
inn or tavern on Wednesday, June 14. Althouglphesnts' house, which adjoined the
inn, was not destroyed, part of their householddgomere, and McKinley rushed to
Pomona to provide aid and comfort to her fami/However, McKinley had already
tendered her resignation, effective July 1, antieeting of the library's Board of Trustees
the Tuesday night before the fire. TReflex which had bemoaned her appointment just
two years before, claiming some local person ceaklly have filled the position, now
credited McKinley's "faithful work and ability asliararian” for the growth and success

of the library. And thd&8reezdauded her introduction of "modern methods" in the

100+ ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexiune 23, 191@edondo Breezdune 18,
1910.

1014 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo RefleMay 4, 1911.

192 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo RefleMay 18 and May 25, 191Redondo
Breeze May 13, 1911.

193 Redondo ReflexJune 15, 1911; "You and Your NeighboiRgdondo Breeze
June 17, 1911.
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library, claiming this would make the work of hercsessor "child's play in comparison

with the task which confronted [McKinley] on hersasing the position***
Not "Found Under the Local Vine and Fig Tree": Lola A. Clegg, 1911-1924
"A good librarian," theBreezedeclared,

has to be able not only to go through with theiraitvork of serving the
patrons with books without getting things mixedt bas to understand
cataloguing, a branch of the work difficult of aaguy and should also
have a wide knowledge of literature in order teligently select works

for the library.

Several of the Redondo Beach women had "devoted nrdess time to
acquiring the necessary training>but none appeared to be suitable to run the Redond
Beach library. In 1911 Welton no longer residedRedondo Beach, and in any case both
she and Kindig were too young to be considereds. Br S. Metzger, granddaughter of
Mrs. Jane Perry of reading room fame, and a mewiltée library Board of Trustees
herself, also had the appropriate training to lbadibrary, having taken "the
preliminary course of instruction in order to faiauiize herself with the workings of the
institution, that she might be in better shapeive §er assistancé®® But as a very busy

married woman, Metzger was not a likely candidatso working as a volunteer at the

4" ibrarian Resigns,Redondo Reflexiune 15, 1911; "Miss McKinley
Resigns,'Redondo Breezdune 17, 1911.

1% nMiss Lola Clegg Elected LibrarianRedondo Breezdune 24, 1911.

1% »Annual Report of Library BoardRedondo Reflexjuly 13, 1911.
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library was Emma E. Catey, who had been assistiol§iMey at least since 1918’

But, apparently Catey did not put herself forwaslwhen it came time to select a
librarian to replace McKinley the trustees foundrthwere "no applicants here, none
feeling themselves qualified to take full chargehaf library." As a result, and although
they "regretted their inability” to find a choickdm among our townspeople,” they
nevertheless selected Lola A. Clegg, another "geghto become the new city
librarian!®® Unlike McKinley, Clegg's arrival was heraldedaasmall coup. The
library's Board of Trustees pronounced themseleé#he opinion that they have been
fortunate in securing her servicB® Notices of her appointment in the papers
commented favorably on her experience as a libranighe San Pedro and Wilmington

branches of the LAPL, describing her as "very higecommended**°

Born June 9, 1872 in Dayton, OHit,Clegg was the third and last child of Emma
L. Cridland and Stanley Clegg. Cridland was onainé or ten children of Thomas W.
Cridland, a daguerreotypist and photographer wientsmost of his adult life in
Dayton? In 1864, at age twenty, Emma married Stanley §lagwenty-three year-old

machinist. They had three children in short susioes Nora, who died at the age of ten

197 When the Catey family moved into its new home ovémber 1910, the
Reflexnoted Emma Catey's return to her work in the Ijard&®edondo ReflexDecember
1, 1910.

1% Miss Lola Clegg Elected LibrarianRedondo Breezdune 24, 1911.

19 vAnnual Report of Library BoardRedondo Reflexiuly 13, 1911.

110Mmiss Lola Clegg Elected LibrarianRedondo Breezdune 24, 1911;
"Redondo Beach Secures Wilmington LibraridRédondo Reflexuly 6, 1911.

1 california Death Index, 1940-1977.

112 The story of the Cridland clan is a complex onademmore so by the scant
and sometimes contradictory data in the census&858f, 1860 and 1870.
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months'*® Frederic A. Stanley, born October 1868, and finatila A.*** Then, in June
1876, at the age of thirty-six, Lola Clegg's fattid!*> and the family moved in with or
next door to Emma Clegg's father and what was ey his second wife, Amanda M.

Cridland.

About a decade later, in 1887, Lola's older broffred was living at the St. EImo
hotel in Los Angeles, where he was employed irdiing department of Hellman, Haas
and Co., a grocery stot& Around 1892 the Clegg family, including Lola, epther
Fred, and her widowed mother and step-grandmathaved into a house at 1049 S.
Olive, where they would remain until 1905. Abdu tsame time the Cleggs were joined

by Clegg's step-aunt Belle Wyman, her architecbhnd and their two daughtéf€. In

13 Dayton Daily JournalJanuary 18, 1866.

114, s. Census, 1900.

15 payton Daily JournalJune 17, 1876.

118 1 os Angeles City Directory, 18&os Angeles: W. H. L. Corrari,887),139.
The Hellman, Haas Grocery Company found in 187Hesman Hellman, Jacob Haas
and Bernard Cohn. Herman Hellman later became et Farmers and Merchants
Bank, founded by his brother, also in 1871. Betr@ohn briefly served as mayor of Los
Angeles. In 1889 Jacob Baruch bought out Hermdimtda, while Abraham Haas,
Jacob Haas' younger brother, who had joined HelliHaas in 1873, took over from his
older brother, making Baruch and Abraham Haas dle@wvners of the company. The
company changed names to Haas, Baruch & Co., the itaetained until it merged with
(J. S."Jim") Smart & (H. D. "Hildane") Final Whalale Grocers in 1953. Randall
Oliver, "Smart & Final Corporate / HistorySmart & Final
http://www.smartandfinal.com/AboutUs/History.aspx.

17| os Angeles Directory and Gazetteer of Southeriif@ala, 1892(Los
Angeles: Geo. W. Maxwell, 1892), 171; 544.
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1893 the Wymans moved to another address, andslwidbwed step-uncle Edwin

Cridland and his two children movedis.

Fred Clegg continued to work in the drug departni@nHaas, Baruch &
Company, while Lola, twenty-three years old in 18®8l with no apparent training,
worked as a teacher at the Sixteenth Street Samaols Angeles. She became the
assistant director of the School in 189%and then in 1897 she became as a teacher at
the Ann Street schodf® Over the next three years several events occuhich
substantially impacted Lola Clegg's life. Firgt,March 7, 1899, her brother, at age
thirty-one, married Dorothy Maude Seek, age twenty:** and then, on March 10,
1900, Lola's mother die¥> Within a year following Emma Clegg's death, Faed
Dorothy split up, and Fred moved north to San Fsag where he remained for the next
decade, one of three owners of the Clegg-Serwe avéle Company, purveyors of

"whol. pharmaceuticals, essential oils, perfumesraibber goods**® Around 1904

118 Corran's Los Angeles Directory, 18930s Angeles: W. H. L. Corran , 1893),
221, 246, 829.

119 Maxwell's Los Angeles City Directory and GazetwfeBouthern California,
1895(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 18952 3axwell's Los Angeles City
Directory and Gazetteer of Southern California, @§Ros Angeles: Los Angeles
Directory Co., 1896), 389.

120 Maxwell's Los Angeles City Directory and GazetwfeBouthern California,
1897(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1897322

121vMarriage Licenses,l'os Angele§imes, March 9, 1899.

122 Dayton Daily JournglMarch 12, 1900.

123 Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, for th@yeommencing May
1903(San Francisco: H. S. Crocker Company, 1903), 4&tere are also listings for
Fred Clegg in the 1901, 1903 and 1905 editionse UhS. Census for 1910 records him
as a "wholesale druggist,” lodging in San Francisco
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Edwin Cridland remarried and moved otitbut by 1905 Clegg and Amanda Cridland
had moved in with Edwin at 2269 W. 15fiwhere Amanda died on October 17,
19081%° A year later, in November 1909, Lola Clegg, withimmediate family in Los

Angeles, began work as an "attendant" in the Sanof®anch of the LAPE?’

In 1909 the cities of Wilmington and San Pedro wareexed to Los Angeles,
adding the "asset" of San Pedro's "attractive" €gimlibrary building and its collection
of 4,353 volumes, as well as a distribution stabarTerminal Island, to the Los Angeles
Public Library System. At the same time, the LA&sorbed the Wilmington Library
Association's small reading room, which had onberely opened in the city haff®
Employees at the main library of the LAPL were nalijmrequired to have gone through
the library's training course. But for the varidaanches, sub-branches, playground and
deposit stations, these standards were not appliédabeth Singleton, for example, who
preceded Clegg as the assistant attendant at thBeho library, got her training at the
Long Beach Public Library, taking the training dadong with Clegg's friend and
predecessor in Redondo Beach, Mary L. McKinleyNavember 1909 Singleton was

placed on the "emergency list of the Los AngeldsliBlLibrary,” indicating she was not

124| os Angeles City Directory, Los Angeles City Difsit], 1904 289, 334.

125 pana BurksLos Angeles City Directory, 19q50s Angeles: General
Directory Publisher, 1905), 309, 361.

126 Dayton Daily Journal October 18, 1908.

127 | os Angeles Public Libraryiwenty-second Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library, 190810 (Los Angeles: Los Angeles
Public Library, 1910), 5, 20.

28 |pid, 18.
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fully qualified to work at the LAPL, but evidentlyas sufficiently trained to be

appointed as the assistant in the Wilmington amdR&=adro librarie$?®

Just as there is no evidence that Clegg ever ateachormal school before
working as a teacher and school administratoheretis no evidence she had any library
training or experience before being appointed pdaice Singleton at the San Pedro and
Wilmington branches of the LAPL in 1918 Harriet Child Wadleigh, head librarian of
the LAPL from 1897 to 1900, was a neighbor of thegQs in Los Angeles, living only
two doors away from 1501 S. Hop&. Wadleigh evidently remained actively involved
in library affairs even after her resignation frame LAPL, as she attended the meeting of
the California Library Association held in Long Béan April 1910 It is possible,
therefore, that Clegg's initial appointment wasrésult of a personal connection to

Wadleigh.

Clegg also had a personal relationship with MarnKMey. Both women
attended the CLA meeting in Long Bedéhand they maintained a social relationship
thereafter, with Clegg visiting McKinley in RedondoJune of 19163* and again in
early May of 1911, when McKinley hosted that weakéouse party for her friends of

the Long Beach Public Library. Both Clegg and Maly, the latter in the company of

129 News Note$, no. 1 (January 1910): 33.

130 APL, Twenty-second Annual Report . . . 1909-121D

1y, S. Census, 1900.

132News Note$, no. 3 (July 1910): 296.

133 Redondo ReflexApril 14, 1910; "Local ReflexionsRedondo ReflexApril
28, 1910;Redondo Breezépril 30, 1910; LAPL,Twenty-second Annual Report . . .
1909-191020; News Note§, no. 3 (July 1910): 299.

1341 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexjune 23, 1910.
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her friend and Redondo library trustee Mary Stowjli€&er, also attended the meeting of
the American Library Association which was heldPiasadena May 18 through 25,
19112 just prior to McKinley's resignation from the Redio Beach library. All of
which suggests that even if Wadleigh did not atyuatervene to place Clegg in the
LAPL branches at San Pedro and Wilmington, almegamly Clegg's personal

connection to McKinley gained her the position ied@ndo Beach.

Like her predecessor, Clegg's life was a mixturthefsocial and the work-
related, and often the two merged so that one aoatithe separated entirely from the
other. She continued McKinley's program of submgtlmost weekly reports to the
newspapers, usually an annotated list of new badked to the library. She engaged in
endless library "publicity work™ such as postingiflbtins, made in the form of posters,
with booklists attached,” or mailing post cards drsdributing advertising slips,
apparently small notices which were placed in stdrelows**® She constantly adjusted
the library's hours of service, trying to find jdise right combination to meet the patrons'
needs. For example, in 1915 she changed theyibrapening from one in the afternoon
to eleven in the morning, and extended its closimg to six in the evening. "The extra

time," she explained in her annual report to thealy's trustees, "affords the business

1354 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo RefleMay 18, 1911; "Local Relfexions,"
Redondo RefleMay 25, 1911; "You and Your Neighbor&édondo Breezélay 13,
1911; "Attendance RegistePapers and Proceedings of the Thirty-third Annuaeting
of the American Library Association, 19@thicago: American Library Association,
1911), 276, 281.

136 »Report of Librarian,'Redondo Reflexjuly 12, 1912; "Report of the
Librarian,"Redondo Reflexjuly 11, 1913; "Annual Report of LibrariarReédondo
Reflex August 4, 1916.
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man and woman opportunity of exchanging booksantton hour as well as giving
them an hour's rest and entertainment in the rgadiom.”*’ Although there was no
public demand, she adjusted the library's hourgnaga917-1918, believing, she told
the trustees in her annual report for the yeat,itttaeasing the hours would do "more
toward increasing our usefulness than any othemae™*® In addition, Clegg was a
tireless campaigner for increased space for tharlypand especially, as will be seen, for

the construction of a separate library building.

Clegg attended most of the regional and state ng=etf the California Library
Association, as well as the national American Lipiassociation when they were held
in California’*® She became member number 642 of the CLA in 1#1&obably while
attending the eighteenth annual convention of thif@nia Library Association, held
that year from June 9 to 14 in Santa Barth&raOn her return from Santa Barbara she

promptly instituted a "children's story hodf?doubtless one of the "many new ideas"

137"Redondo Beach Library GrowsRedondo Reflexjuly 20, 1915.

138w Annual Report of Librarian," August, 16, 1918.

1394 ibrary Hours ChangedRedondo Reflexiune 12, 1914; "Breezy Briefs,"
Redondo Breezdune 27, 1914 contain reports on Clegg's attexedanthe annual CLA
meeting in Coronado; "Librarian and Assistant asdsation Luncheon,Redondo
Reflex January 14, 1916, the annual meeting of the siidnict, attended by Clegg and
Catey; "Personal MentionRedondo ReflexDecember 8, 1916 noted not only that Clegg
had changed residences, taking rooms with Mrs. Gilbhrist at 565 Esplanade, but
also, almost as an aside, that Clegg "was receatiyas a delegate to the sixth district
meeting of the California Library Association aindaiego."

10News Note8, no. 3 (July 1913): 425.

141 mill Attend Convention,"Redondo Reflexiune 6, 1913; “Library
Association to Meet,Redondo Breezdune 7, 1913Yews Note8, no. 3 (July 1913):
348.

142ustory Hour for Children,Redondo ReflexJune 27, 1913; "Miss Clegg,
Librarian, Establishes Children's HouR&dondo Breezdune 28, 1913.
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she gleaned theré® In 1918 when a new charge desk was installeddnibrary, it was
noted that the desk had been one "on exhibitidheahational county libraries
convention in Hollywood last year" which Clegg hettended in the company of library
trustee Gitt** In February 1920 thBreezereported that Clegg had "been requested to
talk on the subject 'To what extent is it advisdblea small public library to buy
subscription editions?™ at the sixth district ceneince of the CLA, to be held in
Pasaden&® although subsequent reports about the meeting makeention of the

presentatior*®

Even Clegg's vacations often involved the librargome way. With her travel
and hotel expenses paid for by the city, Clegg@eunijoy both the professional and
recreational aspects of the meetings she attemgddy example her trip in June 1915 to
San Francisco, where she attended "a joint cormeiofi the American Library
Association and the California Library Association'Berkeley, to which she added one

week of her annual two-week vacation to spend i8itiig the exposition city and

143vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexjune 20, 1913.

144"New Library Charging DeskRedondo RefleMarch 15, 1918. "Book
Talks,"Redondo Breezdune 8, 1917 noted that Clegg "sent in a typeawritist of
books for summer reading” to the Book Section ef\Wloman's Club, "as she is
attending the library conference." Also " Persdviahtion,” for the same date, which
reported, separately, on the departures of Cleddilrary trustee Lola Gitt to attend the
meeting in Hollywood; while "Return from ConventibiRedondo Reflexune 15, 1917
reported on their return, noting that "They repbat the convention was more interesting
and instructive this year than the year before,thatithe program was unusually good."

145 "personal Mention,Redondo Breez&ebruary 6, 1920

146vAt Library Conference,Redondo Breezé&ebruary 13, 1920;

120



fair."**’ Or again in 1920 when Clegg combined "attendiregtiventy-fifth annual
meeting of the California Library Association” inverside with "a few days visiting in
Redlands® An avid camper and walker, trips to the nearbyintains were often

made in the company of one of the other librari4is.

Most importantly, however, Clegg expanded and fdized the library training
program begun by McKinley. Starting with librarglunteer Emma Catey in 1911,
Clegg gave "six months instruction, including gealElib[rary] work, cataloging and
storytelling” to nearly three dozen women and galmost all residents of Redondo
Beach®™® Several of Clegg's students went on to fill ligrpositions throughout
southern California. Notably, in neighboring Hesadeach every head of that branch
of the Los Angeles County Library System from 181®ugh at least 1940 was a
graduate of Clegg's class. Other Clegg studdigd fiositions at the library located in
the County Hospital in Los Angeles, and in the pulibraries of Long Beach and San

Diego. Of greater significance was the fact thatrext two heads of the Redondo

1474 ibrarian in Attendance at Northern ConventioRg¢dondo Reflexlune 4,
1915; "Librarian Home Again,Redondo Reflexune 18, 1915.

148 "parsonals,Redondo Breezépril 30, 1920; "Personal and Local Notes,"
Redondo Breezdlay 7, 1920; "Attend ConventionRedondo RefleMay 21, 1920.

1994 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Breez®ctober 4, 1912; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo Refle)September 5, 1913; "Personals--Local Iltems,"s&®als--Local ltems,
Redondo Reflexanuary 10, 191®edondo ReflexMay 2, 1919; "Personals--Local
Items,"Redondo ReflexJune 17, 1921; "Personal and Local NotBgtondo Breeze
September 16, 1921; "Personals--Local IterRetiondo ReflexSeptember 23, 1921;
"Around About Town,"Redondo Breezduly 14, 1921.

10 california State Library, California Public LibgaReports, Redondo Beach
Public Library, for the year ending June 30, 19Q8lifornia Public Library Reports
(1909-55) California Library Association Library History @uonittee Records, 1890-
1966, Collection #3873, Box 9, Reel 19.
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Beach Public Library were trained by Clegg. Aesuit of Clegg's course, Redondo
Beach would, indeed, look no farther for a librarthan "under the local vine and fig

tree" until 1955.
"Miss Clegg attended": The Social Life of a Redondd@each Librarian

Passet described how the librarians who took joltse rural communities of the
West experienced "shock" and a "deep sense of gpbigy;, cultural, and social
isolation.*** But Redondo Beach, located on the Red Car lilégiwgave easy access
to metropolitan Los Angeles and the college towinBasadena and Pomona, was
anything but isolated or backward. As a resulég@ls entertainment calendar reads like
a who's who and what's what of lectures, concants,presentations. For example, she
attended a lecture by poet and editor Dr. Richamtd® in July 19122 and another, this
time in the company of library assistant Emma Catay library student Violet
Vanniman, given by noted English actor, stage predwand critic, Harley Granville-

Barker in March 1917>% The world war does not appear to have had mughadton

151 passetCultural Crusaders49-52.

152 | ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexiuly 9, 1912. Richard Eugene Burton had
been a professor at the University of Chicago, datwpkins and the University of
Minnesota. He would often give a group of lectuaka single locale, such as the series
of four lectures on "The Return to Dickens," "Thedérn Drama," "Latter-Day
Novelists," and "Robert Louis Stevenson," whicldeévered at the Throop Institute.
Throop College BulletitXX1V, no. 67, (April 1915): 44. Unfortunately, ¢hactual date
of the lectures is not given.

133 vpersonal Mention,Redondo Breez&larch 9, 1917. Barker and his wife,
actress Lillah McCarthy came to New York in 1915tage several of Barker's plays.
While there Barker fell in love with poet and naseHelen Huntington, both niece and
former daughter-in-law of C. P. Huntington, of radd fame. The love affair with
Huntington ended Barker's acting career. In JAi8L Barker's wife, Lillah, agreed to a
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southern California’s cultural scene, as in Felyrd84.8 Clegg and Catey attended a
lecture given for the LAPL training class by Dr.SA[sic] Bostwick, librarian of the St.

154

Louis Public Library entitled "Lost Arts of Libramns,”" while in May Clegg, Catey,

and second assistant librarian Miriam Burney agenallecture on the topic of "The
Ideals for Which We Fight," delivered by John Cowpewys*>> After the war her
social and cultural life continued apace, as Clegggned to yet another English writer,
this time novelist Hugh Walpole, appearing at thelECIub in Los Angeles in February
1920. TheRedondo Reflemoted that Clegg attended both the Saturday antitinday

presentations, while Catey and library assistamtrG#e Houze attended the Saturday

divorce, and Barker and Huntington married thay Jufiarley Granville Barker Bio,"
George Eastman Houskternational Museum of Photography and Film
http://www.geh.org/link/sn/barkerbio.html; "Harl&yranville-Barker,"Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harley _Granville-Barke

154vpersonal Mention,Redondo RefleXrebruary 1, 1918. Arthur EImore
Bostwick was head of the New York Free Circulatimgraries from 1895 to 1897. In
1901 he was hired to head the Circulation Departroktne New York Public Library.
In 1909 he left New York to become the head ofShed_ouis Public Library from 1908
until 1938, when he demoted himself to associatatian, in which position he served
until his death at age eighty-one in 1942. Bositwyas the author of numerous articles
and two books on libraries. "Biographical/Histati®lote, Arthur EImore Bostwick
Records, 1901-190%ew York Public Libraryhttp://www.nypl.org/archives/2191,
"Arthur EImore Bostwick, Wikipedig
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Elmore_Bostwick

1%5"personal Mention,Redondo Breezélay 17, 1918. Powys spent nearly
thirty years as an itinerant lecturer, as least @lathat time under the auspices of the
American Society for the Extension of Universitya€hing. Interestingly, like Barker,
or, indeed, magazine publisher Elbert Hubbard, Popgrsonal life was also seasoned
with sexual scandal. Powys had a number of loversin 1921 he met Phyllis Playter.
At twenty-six Playter was half Powy's age, but theayned a permanent common-law
relationship. "John Cowper Powys (1872-1963), Askibal Pantheist,The Powys
Society http://www.powys-
society.org/The%20Powys%20Society%20Society%20J@d@owper%20Powys.htm.
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performanceé®® And then in June it was Clegg and Catey agais time at a concert by

"the famous tenor, John McCormack, at Clune's aridin.">’

Clegg was involved in several of the women's cinlibe area. In September
1911, when the new club year began, she enroll#tkimost important of the Redondo
Beach clubs, the Redondo Beach Woman's &Rilalthough she does not appear to
have taken a prominent place in club affairs, euirstance which would not be
surprising given her full-time employment, she drdpare monthly "magazine reviews"
where she highlighted articles she felt would bentgrest to the membet¥ Ultimately
all three of the library's long-term employees,dgleCatey, and Burney, would be
members of the Woman's Club. Clegg also partiegbat clubs outside of Redondo. For
example, in October 1914 Clegg and Mrs. F. R. Quialt a member of the library's
Board of Trustees, were guests at the first meetirige newly organized Library Club
of Los Angeles® In January 1915 Clegg was a guest at a meetittip@iChannel Club,
composed of professional readet¥,presumably people who were paid to appear at
events such as building dedications or holidaylraksons to give dramatic renderings of

poems or famous prose pieces. Clegg may alsolie®rea member of the prestigious

156 »personal Mention,Redondo Breez&ebruary 6, 1920.

15"personal Mention,Redondo Reflexiune 4, 1920 had two separate notes, one
concerning Catey and the other Clegg. McCormackavalrish-born tenor who made a
career of concert singing, "always performing tlwlsmit houses.” Aryeh Oron, "John
McCormack (Tenor),Bach Cantatas Websjtaugust 2004 http://www.bach-
cantatas.com/Bio/McCormack-John.htm

158 mnoman's Club Resumes MeetingRédondo ReflexSeptember 21, 1911.

139 noman's Club Year BeginsRedondo Breez&eptember 24, 1920.

1%0»Gyest of Library Club,Redondo RefleXOctober 20, 1914.

161 »Guest of City Club,Redondo ReflexJanuary 22, 1915.
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Friday Morning Club of Los Angeles, as there weunenerous reports of her attendance
at their meetings, including one in March 1915 velshie attended the club meeting and
then "remained in the city overnight in order te fige moving picture play, The

Clansman}®? Clegg apparently retained her membership in thegas late as January
1920, attending a "luncheon of the literature cotteriof the Friday Morning Club at its

club house 43

At home in Redondo Beach Clegg led an equallywadcocial life. Most of
Clegg's home guests were either librarians or famémbers, although at least two
women, Lillian Zech of Long Beach, the daughteaaigar-maker, and Lida Wallace of
Los Angeles, the sister of a drug salesman, agpdsaave been friends made through
work connections of Clegg's brother, Fred. Fredself played a featured role in his
sister's social life for her first couple of year®Redondo. In October 1911, just three
months after Clegg's arrival in Redondo, he retifnem San Francisco to southern
California®* The papers reported him "enjoying his visit lesemuch that he thinks of
arranging his affairs as to remain all wint&>"And, indeed, it appears that he took up
residence with his sister, as thereafter the paerdarly reported on his prowess as a

fisherman:®® as well as numerous social notes involving theth las hosts and

162 npersonal Mention,Redondo RefleXDecember 14, 1914; "Guest of City
Club," Redondo Reflex)anuary 22, 1915; "Personal MentioRg¢dondo RefleMay 7,
1915; "Personal MentiorRedondo Reflearch 12, 1915;

183»Attend Club Luncheon,Redondo Breezdanuary 23, 1920.

4" ocal Reflexions,'Redondo ReflexOctober 12, 1911; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breez®ctober 14, 1911.

1%5you and Your NeighborsRedondo Breez®ctober 21, 1911.

186 »Another Fish Story,Redondo RefleAugust 2, 1912,
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attendees®” In April 1913 Fred Clegg departed on a busingpga Ohio*®® The trip
was evidently successful, as he launched a newercaserepresentative of a rubber
company, removing himself to Los Angeles once mbtalthough he continued to visit
his sister.’”® Clegg also visited frequently with her step-aamd uncle, the Wymans,

and their two daughters.

But it was with other librarians that Clegg mogeafengaged. Within days of
her arrival in Redondo Beach she entertained Lac\Walker, "a library student” from
Long Beach.™ In November Walker spent a full week as Cleggisseguest and again
in late August 23, 19122 However, once Walker married she appears to Heogped
from Clegg's social circl& In February 1912 Clegg entertained her formeeague

from the San Pedro library, Gertrude Holinblad, &fadel Hearne, who had been

167+you and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezdune 29, 1912; "Local
Reflexions,"Redondo RefleXAugust 9, 1912; "Local ReflexiondRedondo Reflex
August 23, 1912.; "Personal MentiolRédondo ReflexDecember 27, 1912

%8 vou and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezépril 5, 1913; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breezé\pril 26, 1913.

189 vBreezy Briefs,'Redondo Breezduly 11, 1914. The city directories for Los
Angeles for 1915 through 1918 list Fred Clegg asfas. agt.,"” although the residential
reference seems to indicate that Fred lived in Rddo But he does not appear in the
Redondo Beach directory for 1915-1916, so his esesitience is not clear.

170"personal Mention,Redondo Breezdanuary 25, 1918; "Personal and Local
Notes,"Redondo Breezdpril 14, 1922.

171 ocal News Crowded Out of Last Week's IsstRetiondo Breezduly 15,
1911.

172vyou and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezé&lovember 1, 1911; "Local
Reflexions,"Redondo RefleNovember 2, 1911. "Local Reflexiong&edondo Reflex
August 23, 1912.

173U.S. Census, 1930 gives Walker's age at marria@®.a Given that she was
born in November of 1876, and that she was stitidpeeported as "Miss Lucinda
Walker" in August of 1912, she must have marrieatrth after her visit with Clegg.
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appointed to replace Cled Like most Redondoans, Clegg entertained her summe
guests with beach parties. At one July gathesifepst "down at the sand" was the
featured activity for the guests, all of whom wpesst or present members of the Long
Beach Public Library staff, including May Brown, lde Courtwright and Laura
Cadmus$™ Ida G. Munson, also previously associated wiehltBPL but transferred to
the California State Library, was a visitor in Asgd912'° and Elizabeth Riddell, yet
another member of the LBPL, visited Clegg in Febywad again in March 1913’

Clegg also exchanged visits during those first yedth Mary L. McKinley*’®

But the most interesting social event was actualgries of evenings, hosted by
three different members of the library staff, oa titcasion of a visit to Redondo Beach
by Dr. A. Goudiss in March and April 1916. Desedhin the paper as "both a Russian

and a writer *"®

the visitor was most likely Alberta M. Goudiss fevof Dr. Charles
Houston Goudiss. The Goudisses published dozepamophlets and books about food
and nutrition, with such titles as "The Indisperisdlemon” and "The Strength We Get
From Sweets." Perhaps their most popular bookReasis That Will Win the WaAnd

How to Cook Thepalthough at the time of Goudiss's visit to Redbtitht had not yet

174vyou and Your NeighborsRedondo Breez&ebruary 12, 1912

1754 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflexjuly 19, 1912; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breezduly 20, 1912. Brown visited again in 1913 wisilee was
"spending her vacation at her home in Long BeaRbdondo Reflexjuly 25, 1913.

176vyou and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezéugust 31, 1912.

177personal Mention,Redondo RefleXrebruary 28, 1913; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breezéarch 1, 1913.

178" ocal Reflexions,'Redondo ReflexAugust 16, 1912; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo ReflexJune 6, 1913; "You and Your NeighborRgdondo Breez&eptember
20, 1913.

179»3ociety and Club Notes of the WeeRg&dondo ReflexApril 28, 1916.
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been published. According to one source Charlasstém Goudiss also published "the
Forecast, a monthly magazine full of vitamin chattand served as a "broadcaster over
Station WOR for various and sundry food producti&imes Rorty, who described
himself as having worked as "an advertising copyerrpublicity man, newspaper and
magazine free lance," had strong opinions abouGihadisses, describing them in his
book on contemporary advertising as "the missinkyiln the menagerie of medicine
men, vitamin men, and ad-men who crowd the bigdéthe Washington lobby and do
Chautauqua work in the field® Clearly the Goudisses were well-known and pogsibl

controversial figures, even in 1916.

Miss Claire Piele, one of Clegg's library studepp@ntices, was the first to host
Goudiss with "an informal evening" in the Piele heanThe guest list included Catey and
her schoolteacher sister, Minnie, Clegg, Ruth Asdey another of the students, and Miss
Lola Gitt, real estate mogul and long-serving mendfehe library's Board of
Trustees® Catey followed with a Sunday evening dinner, Redlexproviding a

detailed account of the evening:

Table appointments were made with tiny envelopés sayings and

conundrums enclosed. Instead of the names ofubstg, the place cards

180 James RortyQur Master's Voice: AdvertisingiNew York: The John Day
Company) 1934, 366. New York independent radibastaVOR was founded in 1922.
David Hinckley, "New York's oldest radio station QR 9710AM bought by monolithic
Clear Channel,NYDailynews.comAugust 13, 1912. Rorty dedicated his book to
Thorstein Veblen, and to those whose work "mayagebmplish that burial of the ad-
man's pseudoculture which this book contemplatés @juanimity.”

181vgpend Pleasant EvenindgReédondo ReflesMarch 17, 1916.
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bore the nicknames of the invited ones. In thearesf the table was a
large crocheted basket holding delicate Cecil Beusfi? Pink satin
ribbon and pink candle shades were also used gty tkecorations . . .

Music and conversation were enjoyed after the seoeinse dinner.

Guests included Gitt, Piele, Piele's schoolteastster Carrie, Anderson, Irene Steward
and Mary Ransom, also library students, as weltlagg and, of course, Dr. A. Goudiss
herself*®® Finally, not to be out-done, Clegg hosted "a @ikRussian life" by Dr. A.
Goudiss. Other guests include Prof. and Mrs. Adfkins and their son, Kendall, Mrs.
Margaret Frick, widow and prominent clubwoman akioutn, as well as the usual
library suspects, the Catey and Piele sisters, Raotterson and Irene Steward, and Lola

E. Gitt1®*

What is striking about these cultural excursiond social gatherings is how very
typical, how just exactly alike, they were to sianievents reported in the newspapers
about other Redondo Beach residents. If librariaare, indeed, some special or
particular kind of women it was not reflected i tlvay in which they interacted, either
with each other or with their family or communitiylcKinley, with her family close by,
spent holidays and vacations with them, while Cliegd her brother Fred as an extended
houseguest, and exchanged frequent visits with\h@nan relations in Los Angeles.

Outside of family, both McKinley and Clegg mostasftsocialized with their library

182 A highly popular variety of rose.
183nMiss Catey EntertainsRedondo ReflexApril 21, 1916.
184v30ciety and Club Notes of the WeeRg&dondo ReflexApril 28, 1916.
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colleagues. Clegg seems to have taken particdieamdage of the access to cultural
activities that Redondo's location gave. But is #he was no different from other
citizens of the city, who were equally likely tqoet excursions to shop, attend to
business, or take in some event. And what therbpiges of the many library students
recounted in the following pages clearly show & twhile each woman's story is
individually rich and unique, when taken as a wrtbkre was nothing to distinguish
Marian, the librarian, from her sisters, friendsh®olmates, fellow church members, or

club women.

130



Chapter Four

Some Local Girl:

Training at Home, Working From Home, 1911-1916

One-room libraries, like one-room schoolhouses,atetad a great deal from
their one employee. Librarians had not only toeséhe public at the circulation desk, in
the stacks, and among the reference materialshbytoften had to act as janitor,
sweeping floors, dusting the books and shelvestemding to the lights. During the
Great Influenza Epidemic librarians exposed theweselo unknown risks fumigating
their libraries and their collections, book by bodgknd then there were the workroom
duties, repairing books that could be mended, sgnatiore seriously worn or damaged
books, as well as magazines and newspapers, boritiery, ordering and receiving new
books, which required preparing them for the shelaad adding entries to the catalog.
All of these tasks needed to be accomplished videiéping the library's doors open at
least part of every day, seven days a week. TDinarian's day may not have started until
1 p.m., but it might extend to 8 or 9 p.m. Evem&ays were not a complete day of rest,

as most libraries opened at least the reading foosome portion of the day.

Librarians were constantly warned against the majlsi taxing nature of the
work. Caroline M. Hewins, writing for thidartford Courant later reprinted itibrary
Journal recommended "plenty of sleep and nourishing feath a walk of two or three

miles every day" to ward off the threat of "breakahidrom overwork” or "on account of
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irregularity in meals or lack of exercisk.A decade later, in 1902, Mary L. Jones, then
head of the Los Angeles Public Library, reportesi&sal prolonged leaves of absence,"
ranging from one to six months, were granted toofethe staff® In 1905, Charles F.
Lummis, the new head of the LAPL, added a phy®gain as a requirement for entry
into the training program theres the library's board felt that "no young womén o
dubious health should be permitted to undertakertither confining work® To
accomplish all this work without incurring the riskattendant breakdown, librarians
needed staff--literate, numerate, and of the rsgleial standing. These assistants needed
to be equally able to help a patron at the circufatiesk, lend a hand in the workroom,
take charge of the reading room on a Sunday afbernar keep the library shelves in
proper, Dewey Decimal, order. But with little ay salary to offer, and as late as 1917 no
training program approved by the Association of Aigan Library Schools in all of
California, how could librarians hope to fill thieed? The answer was to follow the lead
of Tessa Kelso and the LAPL: recruit and traindiyrstaff from the women locally

available.

! C.M. Hewins, "Library Work for Women, Some PraatiSuggestions on the
Subject,"Library Journal 16 (September 1891): 274.

2 Los Angeles Public Librarfsourteenth Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library and Bef the Librarian, 190ZLos
Angeles: McBride Press, 19028.

% Los Angeles Public LibraryAnnual Report, Los Angeles Public Library, For
the Year Ending November 30, 1906s Angeles: Baumgardt Publishing Co., 1906), 27.

* Los Angeles Public Library,9th Annual Report of the Los Angeles Public
Library, For the Year Ending November 30, 190@s Angeles: Commercial Printing
House, 1908), 45.
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In 1905 the newly appointed head of the LAPL CleaAHeLummis declared,
"For many years this library has maintained ithtecal kindergarten for six months of
every year--a training class of young women whonleéhae Dewey system of
classification, learn how to mend books and pdstltaon them, and check them, and
charge them--and all the other indispensable maeuf library routine® Now Lummis
raised the requirements, adding the physical exab®06, and in 1907 calling for older,
more educated candidates. As a library maturggiear Lummis, it was increasingly
used by a more cultured patron, who, in turn, "ninestervedby culture.” "We need
now college women," he argued, "Normal School gasels) or others who have gone
beyond the public-school stage--as this public agiecome the new attendants in the
library.? This went well beyond the usual standard of beingast a high school
graduate, and far beyond the use of high schodests, which was often the case in

those smaller libraries in those smaller citieghsas Redondo Beach.

In Long Beach and Pomona graduates of the LAPaisitrg course established
apprenticeship programs in their own libraries.th# Long Beach Public Library
Victoria Ellis started a library training courseesly as 1907-1908.In Pomona Sarah
Jacobus announced in January 1909 that the Pomuntia Bibrary would open a

training class in the near future. "All applicahtshe advised, "should have a high school

® LAPL, Annual Report . . . 19024.

® LAPL, Nineteenth Annual Report . . . 19@.

" News Notes of California Librariek5, no. 4 (October 1920): 613. Hereafter
cited as News Notes
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education or its equivalent.” In fact, by 1911 the use of apprentices was conpiace,
although not in libraries the size of Redondo Beag&heport submitted by the American
Library Association's Committee on Library Admimation, and printed in the
conference proceedings of the 1911 meeting heRhsadena, presented a summary of
137 responses received to a questionnaire circutat&87 libraries in 1910. The
libraries were divided into three groups, Groupeig those with 1,000 to 10,000
volumes, Group B 10,000 to 50,000 and Group C tage50,000 to 200,00 volumes.
Of the forty-one libraries with the largest colleais, twenty offered apprentice work
while eighteen did not. Similarly of the sevenigenlibraries in the mid-range Group B,
forty gave apprentice courses and twenty-eighndid By contrast, of the seventeen
libraries in Group A, Redondo Beach's size, only foffered apprentice coursédn
California specifically, in addition to the prograrat Los Angeles, Long Beach and
Pomona already noted, apprentice training was giv&edlands, Oxnard, Stockton,
Oakland and Santa Rosa, as well as at the Statariiand in several of the county
libraries including Yolo, Merced, Oxnard and SaB#abara:’ Although it was not
discussed at the ALA conference, it can be imagthatithe smaller libraries were hard-

pressed to find the time for the routine work, mieds to oversee training. Yet at the

 News Noted, no. 1 (January 1909): 51.

® Committee on Library Administratio®apers and Proceedings of the Thirty-
third Annual Meeting of the American Library Assdmn. (Chicago: American Library
Association, 1911), 91-97.

19 Mary L. Sutliff, "Library Training in California,’Papers and Proceedings of
the Thirty-third Annual Meeting of the American flaky Association(Chicago:
American Library Association, 1911), 264.
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Redondo Beach Public Library Lola A. Clegg did jtistt, and library volunteer Emma

E. Catey became Clegg's first student.
"...she has given a liberal amount of her time"Emma E. Catey, 1911

Clegg's first annual report to Redondo Beach'sutipBoard of Trustees, for the
year 1911-1912 noted "During the year Miss Emmahas, under the supervision of
the librarian, taken a three month's course inlegitag. Since completing the course she
has given a liberal amount of her time, so thabhwir assistance the cataloguing of the
library is near completion** Like Clegg, Emma E. Catey was another midwesterne
born in Kosciusko, Indiana, in March 1877, the fawf four children of life-long
farmer Henry and Mary Caté$. The family immigrated to California around 1885,
settling first in Comptor® Minnie Louisa and George Washington Catey, Emoidir
siblings, both graduated from the State Normal 8thp1896* Minnie Catey secured
employment as a teacher in the nearby Sierra Msahreols, where she worked for the
rest of her life. By 1910 Henry Catey was weltarhis declining years and, perhaps in
an effort to provide some security for his singheighters, he purchased a lot and

constructed a house on the corner of Elena andhfiapm Redondo Beach, putting the

11 “Report of Librarian,'/Redondo Reflexjuly 12, 1912, "Report of Librarian,"
Redondo Breezduly 6, 1912.

'2U. S. Census, 1900.

13"Pioneer Settler CalledRedondo Reflexrebruary 21, 1913.

1% Thirteenth Annual Catalogue of the State Normalo8tht Los Angeles for the
School Year Ending June 30, 198&acramento: A. J. Johnston, 1895), 62, lists both
Minnie and George Catey, resident in Compton, anlees of the Senior Class.
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real estate in his daughters' nartreS.ypical of the times, the purchase of the lot el
construction of the house were reported in thellpapers. A large house, with nine
rooms, it was described as "modern in every wdyrragace and sleeping porches adding
much to the comfort and valu&"When the family, including Emma, her parents, her
sister, and a married brother with his wife an@éhchildren, took up residence in
December 1910, they were feted with a "tin parsyyiilar to a modern-day
housewarming except that friends rather than thehmiseholders host the patfy At

this time Catey was already volunteering at theahjy theBreezemaking note of her
resumption of duties a few days later, after havben out of the library for some time

while getting settled in her new hom@."

If volunteering in order to secure regular employireg the library was her goal,
Catey achieved it. In June 1912 she was givepadis@ion of "library assistant for the
months of July and Augustthe library's high season when the children weiteob
school and the city's population was swelled by'ttensients," as the visiting
vacationers were often called. The temporary wrsliecame permanent in November

when Catey was "appointed assistant librarian myalar salary? although she was

15 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo ReflexAugust 4, 1910. The house was always
referred to as belonging to Minnie and Emma Cad#tipugh clearly it was Henry who
provided the actual money for the purchase oféhamd construction of the house.

16 ocal Reflexions,'Redondo Reflectober 17, 1910; “News of Local
Interest,"Redondo Breez®ctober 22, 1910.

'”Redondo RefleDecember 1, 1910.

18 "News of Local Interest,Redondo Breez®ecember 3, 1910.

19 ibrary Notes,Redondo Reflexiune 21, 1912.

204 ibrary Meeting,"Redondo RefleNovember 8,1912.
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only working about two hours a daY.Over time both her hours and her salary
increased, so that by 1914 she was working abaty-thvo hours a week? up to thirty-

five hours in 19153

The Catey sisters lived together in the familydesice at least until 1931,
joined at different times by various family membensd the occasional librarian staying
as a boarder. The Cateys retained close tiegioltidiana family and friends, Emma,
for example, regularly attending local picnics former residents of the aréa.Once
Clegg was able to hire a second assistant libramid®17, the sisters took extended
summer vacations together, traveling to Indianagoidts east. In September 1919, for
example, their expected return home from a "two tm®wisit at the home of relatives in
New York" was extended three days in Salt Lake Bitg to a railroad strik&. In 1921

they took ten weeks to tour "through Indiana byendgbile, and visited relatives and

2L California State Library, California Public LibsaReports, Redondo Beach
Public Library, for the year ending June 30, 1928&lifornia Public Library Reports
(1909-55) California Library Association Library History @uonittee Records, 1890-
1966, Collection #3873, Box 9, Reel 19. Hereafterdcas "California Public Library
Reports, Redondo Beach Public Library, . . ."

22 California Public Reports, Redondo Beach Publlraiy, for the year ending
June 30, 1914; "You and Your NeighboBgdondo Breezé&ebruary 7, 1914.

23 Callifornia Public Library Reports, Redondo BeaciblR Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1915.

24 Los Angeles Directory Co's Redondo Beach (Califyriity Directory,1931
(Los Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory Compan$31),42.

>"Hoosier Picnic,'Redondo ReflexSeptember 6, 1912.

26 "Home From East," and "Personal and Local Not@sgondo Reflex
September 5, 1919.

137



friends in Chicago and Salt Lake Cif/."And in September 1922 tiBreezereported
that "Miss Minnie Catey has acquired one of the tabdel Buick touring cars and is

mastering the art of driving®

As noted earlier, Emma Catey took in many of théucal events of nearby Los
Angeles, for example in February of 1920 she h&dadha Heifitz, the famous
violinist."?° Like McKinley and Clegg, she entertained thedityrwomen at her home.
She also attended the state and district meetiniye California Library Associatiof.

However, unlike Clegg, Catey does not appear te laatually joined the CLA.
"The Marshal's Office": Campaigning for Space for the Library, 1911-1912

Clegg may have been as cheered by her initial ssaoeraining and then hiring
Catey as she was depressed by her failure to wipostfor expansion of the library. In
1910 McKinley succeeded in obtaining "use of anaipsroom" in the City Hall for use
as a stack roorff. Now, in August 1911, just weeks after Clegg'svaly the Woman's
Club circulated a petition for "additional floorasge and a greater appropriation for
library needs." Specifically, they requested tharshal's office and the adjoining

recorder's courtroom on the first floor of the Gitgll be moved to the city council

2" "personal and Local ltemsRedondo Breezdune 17, 1921; "Personals--Local
Items,"Redondo ReflexSeptember 9, 1921. "Personal and Local Nofsdondo
Breeze June 17, 1921; "Personals--Local Iteniggtdondo Reflexjuly 1, 1921.

8 vpersonal and Local Notesedondo Breez&eptember 1, 1922.

29 "personals,Redondo RefleXrebruary 27, 1920.

30 »personals,Redondo Breezépril 30, 1920; "Personals--Local Items,"
Redondo RefleMay 7, 1920; "Librarians Attended ConventioRédondo RefleMay
18, 1921.

31 "Report of Librarian, Annual Statement of the Citiod of Public Library for
Year Ending June 30, 191(Redondo Reflexjuly 7, 1910.
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chambers on the second floor, allowing the libféng entire west side of the first floor

of the hall.®?> Both of the city's newspapers offered editorialavor of the petition. In

a city with a service-based economy, composed dillaiclass business and professional
families, the real estate value of a city libraoptnued to be the most popular argument
in its favor. TheReflexargued, "A city which realizes the importancetsflibrary will

be a place where people will want to liv& vhile theBreezefocused on the need for
more access to the library's collection, partidyldre magazines, as well as the pressing
need for a separate juvenile reading ro8nThe question dragged on for months, with
the city Board of Trustees deferrifinvestigating’® and meeting with a delegation

from the Woman's Cluf. Meanwhile the newspapers continued to agitatee Reflex

for example, deployed the education argument,ttiealibrary was valuable not only to
teachers and pupils, but as "the school of those lvelve to work during the day and

have no other opportunity for 'brushing up' ontheous questions of the da3?"

In December 1911 the trustees "apportioned tharjbsome $2100 for the

coming year." Th&reezenoted this was only about one-half of what was d$&e and

32 "petition Being Circulated for Increased LibranyaBe,"Redondo Reflex
August 24, 1911.

$"Enlarge the Library,Redondo Refledugust 24, 1911; "Library Petition
Deserves Many Signature®édondo Breezéugust 16, 1911.

3 "Redondo Beach LibraryRedondo Breezéugust 26, 1911.

% City of Redondo Beach Board of Trustees Minutasgust 28, 1911. Redondo
Beach, Office of the City Clerk, http://www.redormiach.org/City Clerks
Department/Minutes, hereafter cited as "MinuteBpihgs of Trustees Redondo Reflex
August 31, 1911.

3% Minutes, September 11, 1911; "Doings of TrusteRedondo Reflex
September 14, 1911.

37 Minutes, January 8, 1912.

38 To Enlarge Library,Redondo ReflexDecember 28, 1911.
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would leave only "between $500 and $600 for newksd® Worse, city trustees
continued to drag their collective feet regardirgansion of the library. In January
1912 the sub-committee of the Board of Trusteegmally formed back in September
finally delivered their report to the board as aoleh After four months of study, they
reported that, "while they were willing to vacate tmarshal's office for the benefit of the
library, they were not disposed to move the reatsamurt up stairs:® The same month
several civic organizations called for a public cotee to investigate applying for
Carnegie funds, but, as in the earlier effort talglssh a coffee club, no working group

was ever formed"

With only a year in office, Clegg was not shy abexgpressing her views on the
need for additional space. In the same July 18part in which she noted the near

completion of the cataloging of the collection, stheo stated bluntly,

In considering the growth of the library we haveoatio consider the needs
which are an inevitable result. The one room whvehnow occupy is
inadequate to our present requirements. Additibnak racks are needed,
but there is no space to accommodate them. Thelgrtty of the juvenile
department shows the necessity of a special ronthireore space is

needed for a workroom.

39| ibrary Meeting,"Redondo Breez®ecember 16, 1911.

0 Minutes, January 8, 1912; "City Trustees Met MontiRedondo Reflex
January 11, 1912.

“1»pyblic Library,"Redondo Breezdanuary 13, 1912.
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Clegg concluded her report with an argument shddvwapeat in almost every year's
report thereafter: "It is safe to say that with moommodious quarters, the increase in
patronage and in the usefulness of the library dewell repay for the extra

expenditure *

Thus armed with Clegg's report, tReflexagain raised the issue of applying for a
Carnegie grant. An editorial pointed out the "predibrary appropriation is more than
twice" the "10 per cent of the cost" of a $10,00@ding which the city would be
required to pledge as part of the application.thar; theReflexargued, the use of the
recorder’'s and the marshal's room would providetnim solution, as "by the time the
business of the city hall absolutely required 8pace, the library would be housed
elsewhere® But the city trustees firmly rejected any progaseolving Carnegie funds
as being too expensive. Instead the Public Prege@tommittee, another sub-committee
of the Board of Trustees, asked for time to inggg# the possibility of "procuring the
use of the old L.A. & R. Ry. Co's office buildingar the Hotel Redondo for a home for
the city library.** The trustees found that price too high as #ehd finally, in
November of 1912, the library was expanded to talex the marshal's room, to be used

for a magazine roorif.

“2"Report of the Librarian,Redondo Reflexiuly 12, 1912.

“3*The Library Question,Redondo Reflexuly 19, 1912.

* Minutes, July 22, 1912; Minutes, August 12, 19Byard of Trustees,"
Redondo RefleXAugust 16, 1912.

*> Minutes, November 11, 1912.

8| ibrary Meeting," and "Local ReflexionsRedondo Breez&lovember 15,
1912; "You and Your NeighborsRedondo Breez&lovember 16, 1912; "Personal
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"The training class at the public library is growing™: 1913

With additional space, Clegg needed additional ,heafol she took on more
student-apprentices to fill the gap. In March 1#i8Reflexreported, "The training class
at the public library is growing. The class untter direction of Miss Clegg numbers
three. Miss Jane Blair, Miss Marie Odair and M¥&ud Gillespie. The course can be

completed in six months and Miss Blair will be first to finish the work.%’

Jane Blair, born in Scotland around 1872, was abgit years old when she
immigrated to the United States with her parents) B. and Samuelle C. Blair. Blair
was one of six children, all girls. Between 18986 4900 Samuelle Blair and the oldest
daughter, Maggie Ford Blair, died, leaving the widd Anna in Emmetsburg, lowa,
with five daughter4® Between 1900 and 1902 the family migrated to &digaho,
where Dinah Blair married in 1902. The family was still in Boise in 1910, one
daughter, Barbara, working as a teacher and andtleégn, as a nurse. But Jane Blair,
thirty-eight years old, listed no occupation in faderal census taken that y&aBy

1913 the family had relocated to Redondo BeachyevBarbara had a position teaching

Mention,"Redondo RefleyDecember 6, 1912; California Public Library ReéppAnnual
Report of the Redondo Beach Public Library, foryear ending June 30, 1913; "Report
of Librarian,"Redondo Reflexjuly 11, 1913.

*"*Three in Training,'Redondo RefleMarch 4, 1913; "Report of the Librarian,"
Redondo Reflexjuly 11, 1913; "Report of the LibrariafReédondo Breezduly 12,
1913.

8 Jowa, Cemetery Records, 1662-1999, gives herafadeath as September 5,
1899.

“Western States Marriage Index, 1809-2011.

*0U.S. Census, 1910. Daughter Annie Petrie Blaiapbears from the record
after the census of 1900.
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in the local schools, and Jane began the librasgram>! She was forty-one years old
when she completed the course in June. Justwweeks later Barbara married the
Reverend Charles Edwin Stickle of San Dimas inraroeny attended by over 100
people®® But Jane did not attend her sister's weddinghashad already sailed for
Portland, Oregor® Unfortunately, after that Jane's story becomeskynuCensus and
city directory data appear to place her in PortJdnd no employment information is
provided in either source, leaving it unclear aw/lether Blair ever worked as a
librarian®* She died in Tacoma, Washington, on March 3, 188the age of only fifty-

eight>®

The age distribution of Clegg's students desciibe<lassic bell curve, with
seven of the students under the age of seventeksixgnncluding Blair, thirty and older,
up to forty-one. The majority of the students,et@en of them, fell in the critical
nineteen to twenty-seven year range. In the fioaht, only one of the students under
the age of nineteen went on to work in a libramgrefor a short time, while all of the
students thirty and over did so. In the mid-rarigmyever, it was an even chance
whether any individual student would pursue libraxrk or not. Thus Marie Adair

(often given as Odair) who was born in West Virgimugust 20, 1893, making her

>L "|nvitations are IssuedRedondo Reflexjune 20, 1913.

2 Redondo Breezdune 28, 1913.

*"Personal Mention,Redondo Reflexjune 6, 1913; "You and Your Neighbors,"
Redondo Breezdune 7, 1913.

>4 polk's Portland City Directory, 1916Portland: R. L. Polk & Co., 1915), 219
lists what appears to be Jane and her mother;Q&Ssus, 1920

®> Washington, Deaths, 1883-1960.
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about twenty when she took the library trainingrsewr® fell into that middle group,
where the decision to pursue library work restedvamcriteria: individual preference
and the availability of employment. The Adairghtx John T., mother Ada N., older
brother John W., and Marie came to Redondo Beadhne 1912 via Redlands,
California, where Adair's farther worked for thengy company, work he continued in
Redondo, where he was an employee of the RedonaichBeacific Light and Power
Company’’ Blair and Adair's fellow-student was Maud Gillesgalso born in West
Virginia, on November 8, 1887, making her twentysshen she was in trainirtg.
Gillespie was an only child. Her father, JoseplGdlespie, worked in the lumber
industry in Seattle and later San Francisco, fynattiving in Redondo Beach where he
managed the Montgomery & Mullin Lumber CompanyShe apparently attended
Pomona College in 1909 for at least a year, buttlseno evidence she actually

graduated® In March, 1911, at the age of twenty-four, she Waitiated into the

°® California Death Index, 1940-1997; U.S. Censu§019

>"U.S. Census, 1910; "You and Your NeighboRetondo Breezdune 22,
1912. The Pacific Light and Power Corporation osvtitee Redondo Steam Plant. By
1908 it was the largest producer of electricitytfor Red Cars, as well as heating the
pools at the Redondo Plunge. By 1917, howevemlerta fulfill the demand for
electricity, the Power Corporation merged with $eut California Edison. Historical
Commission of Redondo BeadRedondo Beach: 1880-1980harleston, SC: Arcadia
Publishing, 2005), 95.

>8 California Death Index, 1940-1997; U. S. Cens@§0L

%9 Seattle City Directory for 189(Beattle: Polk's Seattle Directory Co., 1890),
316. There is a listing for Joseph Gillespie, tdasd working with the lumber industry,
in Seattle through 1894; U. S. Census, 1%¢jondo ReflexApril 30, 1915;Resident
and Business Directory Redondo Beach and Hermosahkttan Beaches, 1915-1916
(Redondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 25.

®0 Redondo Breezdune 26, 1909; "Complimenting Miss Gillespieg¢dondo
Reflex April 13, 1915. If Gillespie had actually graded, it would almost certainly
have been noted in her engagement announcements.
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mysteries of the Sigma Kappa cluB3,4n exclusive young women's club of Redondo, of
which Adelaide Barkley was a charter member. Tdrer#ty's primary purpose seems to
have been self-entertainment. Every month dinaeigs or evening entertainments
were held, with decorations, costumes, and the riselfi designed around a theme,
typically a holiday or foreign country. The groogntinued to hold meetings well into

the 1920s, even though by that time almost alhtkeenbers were married.

By the end of 1913 Adair and Gillespie completegltiiaining course at Redondo,
and left to take the two months course at the RiderPublic Library Scho&f The
Riverside school began under the direction of ldiisarian Joseph Daniels in September
1911. Daniels offered a program that was innoeagind unconventional, with no set
courses, regular faculty, or even a system of gradée emphasis was on the practical,
with students doing hands-on work in a curriculuesigned around the needs of the
individual student. By 1914 the school was offgrinree different study tracks, an
eleven-month full course, a six-week summer scharad, an eight-week winter term.
Unlike the LAPL, which aimed to train workers fés bwn stacks, the Riverside program
was designed to give training to women alreadybiraty work, women like Adair and

Gillespie. Writing to the Carnegie Fund's JamegrBm, Daniels explained that the

%L "Initiation," Redondo ReflesMarch 2, 1911. A Sigma Kappa sorority was
founded at Colby College in Maine in 1874, butaed not appear there was a connection
between that organization and the one in RedondalBe

%2 ibrarians,"Redondo Breezdanuary 31, 1914; "Riverside Library Service
School," Finding AidRiverside Public LibraryPecember 15, 2008,
http://www.riversideca.gov/library/history _aids_tdryschool.aspSeries IV: Student
Records lists Folder 4. Marie Adair, 1913 to 19hd &older 382: Maud Ethel Gillespie,
1913 to 1914.
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short courses were designed for "lesser librarykess:;" that is "women in charge of
small libraries without the benefit of higher ediica or formal training.*® The shorter
terms were "offered to individuals with previousrlry experience. Students were
expected to be familiar with professional practe®their coursework was designed to
teach them theory and new techniques." The eclaature of Daniels's school
ultimately prevented it from attaining certificatidrom the Association of American
Library Schools, but that did not prevent it fromaduating "over a thousand students”

before it closed its doors in 1943.

Returning from Riverside in the summer of 1913, iAdaas taken on as the
official substitute for the Redondo Beach libranglagiven the task of conducting the
weekly children's story holr. However, in July 1914 she was "appointed to étioos
under Miss Celia Cleason [sic]" as the librariantfee County Hospital branch of the Los
Angeles County Public Libra?. Adair continued there until April 1919 when she
returned to Redondo "to care for her mother." ilralty, although Adair was called

home to attend her mother's sickbed, it was Adtitteer who subsequently died "very

% Debra Gold Hansen, "Professionalizing Library Eation, the California
Connection: James Gillis, Everett Perry, and Jo&sotiels,"Library Trends52, no. 4
(Spring 2004): 979.

°4 "Riverside Library Service School,” Finding Aidjstbrical Background.

%> "Story Hour for Children,Redondo ReflexJune 27, 1913; "Miss Clegg,
Librarian, Establishes Children's HouR&dondo Breezdune 28, 1913; "'Story Hour'
Popular,"Redondo Reflexjuly 25, 1913.

® "Breezy Briefs,'Redondo Breezduly 11, 1914. There is some confusion in
the newspapers as to the length of the coursestakda by Adair and Gillespie. The
Breezdn this issue refers both to "Miss Adair's absesicievo months," in "Annual
Report of Librarian," and that she "just compledesix months course at the Riverside
Public Library," in "Breezy Briefs."
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suddenly . . . from heart failuré™ Five months later, in September 1919, Adair redrri
John McCallum Forline, an invoice clerk with theusdard Oil Company in El
Segundd® The newlyweds moved in with the widow Adair, figiin Redondo until
1922 when the three, plus the Forlines' baby daughAda, moved to San Diego to be
with Adair's brother, JacK. The entire clan apparently returned to Los Angjedad then
sometime between 1924 and 1930 Marie Adair and Bohime divorced. Marie Adair
continued to live with her widowed mother and heather, Jack who, apparently like his
sister, was unlucky in love, marrying and divorcbefween 1920 and 1936.Sometime
between 1930 and 1940 John Forline remarried, larteVAdair Forline did not! She

died August 20, 1975, just a week after her eigietyend birthday?

After July 1, 1914, Maud Ethel Gillespie becamedffecial substitute and story
reader at the Redondo librafy.Gillespie was so popular as the storyteller,\sag even
given the job of providing "instruction in the aftstory-telling” to Clegg's latest library
students, Lorene Lindsley and Elsie Speécklowever, on April 9, the newspapers

reported an "Announcement Party" for the forthcapwedding of Maud Gillespie to

®”"Many Deaths During WeekRedondo ReflexApril 11, 1919.

%8 "Miss Adair Married,"Redondo Reflexseptember 5, 1919; U. S. Census, 1920.

%9 "personal and Local NewsRedondo Breezdune 30, 1922.

0 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 1994S. Census, 1930. John
Forline's employment seems to have something twwithoirrigation works, but it just is
not sufficiently clear to hazard a guess. By 1BdGeported his employment as "sales
executive" in the petroleum industry, so whatevsreémployment was in 1930, it
probably involved the oil industry.

"MU. S. Census, 1940.

"2 California Death Index, 1940-1997.

73 Callifornia Public Library Reports, Redondo BeaciblR Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1914; "Children's Story Hoirg¢dondo ReflexSeptember 4, 1914.

"4 »Children's Hour Proves PopulaRedondo RefleMarch 23, 1915.
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city engineer Ralph O. Hansdh.Ralph Otto Hanson was born July 30, 1882, in lJtah
the second of four children, and only son of Nela@l Mary Hanson. Reports of the
wedding gave out that Ralph was "a graduate ofraF8ancisco school of engineers."”
According to the newspapers, Hanson had been aagnamgineer in Arizona and then

the city engineer in Oxnard, California, before dognto Redondo Beach in 1903.

The wedding was a huge social affair, and the fliang treated it in exactly the
same manner as any group of friends-of-the-brideldyavith an elaborate bridal shower,
hosted by Clegg with the assistance of Catey. "Diagnty Pre Nuptial Affair,” as the
Reflexdubbed it, took place "at Miss Clegg's apartmemdan the Fairmont, other
rooms en suite being thrown open for the evenirithé guests entertained themselves by
hemming tea towels for the bride-elect beforersittlown at "a beautifully decorated
table all in pin, tulle bows, numerous shaded casydmmense roses and all
appointments being in keeping with the color schelace cards were the cutest things
out, Kewpies standing perkily on easel forms." li@eus refreshments” were served, all
chosen to match the color motif of pink and whigdter the luncheon "there was a

hankerchief [sic] shower, a bridal conundrum cengad other features appropriate to

>"Announcement PartyRedondo ReflexApril 9, 1915

’® California Death Index, 1940-1997.

""Redondo ReflexApril 30, 1915. U.S. Census data from 1900 artD1&re
consistent with this recounting of Hanson's backgtb
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the happy occasion." The guests were the libragents Elsie Speece and Lorene

Lindsley, and Marie Adair, who later sang at theldiag.”®

In a somewhat unusual move, after her wedding Haneatinued her work at the
library as substitute and storytelf@r However, pregnancy and the birth of her first,son
Ralph Jr. in September 1916 put an end to Gillespiary careef’ The following year
Ralph O. Hanson, along with the city septic tangieeer and a police officer, lost his
job as city engineer to budget cfitsBut he quickly secured a similar position in tits
of Paso Robles, and the family promptly reloc&feth April of 1918 the Hansons had a
second son, Gift® The Hansons remained in Paso Robles, where Mlese Hanson

died November 23, 1967, two weeks after her eigiyh birthday®*

"The entire west wing of the building": The Struggle for Library Space,

1913-1916

Like all good businessmen, Clegg aggressively ptechber product, and then
just as aggressively solicited her managemengitii¢rustees, for more selling space.
In her annual report to the library's Board of Tees for the year 1912-1913 Clegg noted

the wide variety of methods deployed to gain greaiblic interest in the library. In

8 "Complimenting Miss Gillespie Redondo ReflexApril 13, 1915; "Dainty Pre
Nuptial Affair,” Redondo RefleXApril 27, 1915.

9" ibrarian in Attendance at Northern ConventioRg¢dondo Reflexlune 4,
1915; "Personal MentionRedondo RefleXAugust 27, 1915.

8 Redondo Reflexseptember 8, 1916

81 Minutes, November 1, 191Redondo RefleNovember 9, 1917.

82 "Honor Mrs. Hanson,Redondo Breez&lovember 16, 1917.

8 »personal Mention,Redondo ReflexApril 26, 1918.

8 California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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April 1913, for example, the library featured apdigs/ of "more than sixty varieties of

wild flowers gathered in the vicinity of Redondod®f." The response was so great that
it became a perennial event at the library, witeg0land her staff reported "taking a
botanical expedition . . . over fields to the hiliss side of the Palos Verdes ranch” in
search of specimens for the sh&w!Publicity work," distributing notices and flyeas
noted earlier, was augmented with "two slides atbiag the library" appearing on the

screen "at the moving picture shows." But, warGézlg,

We have, however, grown up to our capacity agaththa problem of
shelving the books which will be added the comiegrywill soon
confront us. We strongly urge the necessity @bty building and
sincerely hope that the citizens of Redondo Beaititceoperate in this

matters®

Clegg continued to push for greater space foribrarly, preferably in the form of
a separate library building. On Februaryl13, 1@hther article appeared, this time in
theReflex Titled "Wanted--A Library Building" and probabfuthored by Clegg
herself, it contained an abundance of library stia8. The article began by noting recent
records in circulation numbers, continued with i@ftmrecounting of the beginnings of the
library, which led to the main point, the needifoore library space. "Like a butterfly
outgrowing its chrysalis, the library is ready taexge from its present quarters,"” said the

article. Once again it was suggested that "measareon foot [sic] looking toward

8 "|Instructive Collection of Beach Wild FlowersRedondo ReflexApril 2, 1915.
8 "Report of the Librarian,Redondo Reflexiuly 11, 1913.
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securing a site for a Carnegie building," conclgdivith the usual rhetoric regarding the
worth of "a handsome library, centrally located™as mean addition to the attractions of

the city, particularly in the eyes of the more desle class of resident&’"

In June 1914, with the library's Board of Trustpestioning yet again for a
further expansion of the library into the city reder's office, the city trustees approved
the creation of a special committee of three, @iimg) of "one trustee and two citizens to
gather data regarding the Public Library Site apbrt at the next meeting®" After
several delays, and the receipt of a "communicdtiom the Civic Outlook Club®
probably not coincidentally just days after thebcheard a paper on "Using the Public
Library" delivered by library trustee Lola Giftthe city Board of Trustees approved by a
vote of four to one to call a bond election in &meount of $20,000 for the "purpose of
purchasing Lots 13 to 25 inclusive, in Block 174, fibrary Site.®> This amount was
later reduced to $17,000, based on the reporteo€itly engineer, Ralph O. Hanson, who
calculated the costs as $13,500 for the purchaieegdroperty, $2500 for improvements,
with an allowance of $1000 for “incidentafé."No sooner had the board voted to call for
an election than "a protest signed by 93 citizens@operty owners was read against

this Site.®® It should have come as no surprise then that ladtieling a special election

87 mwanted--A Library Building,'Redondo Reflexrebruary 13, 1914.
8 Minutes, June 22, 1914.

8 Minutes, July 13, 1914; September 28, 1914; Octabe1914.

%" ibrary Site is DiscussedRedondo Breez®ctober 10, 1914.

1 Minutes, December 14, 1914.

2 Minutes, December 28, 1914.

% Minutes, December 14, 1914.
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on February 25, 1914, the results were read olit 84t votes cast, "showing a total vote

cast for bonds 462 against bond 349 (issue logSbyotes).**

By contrast, it should be noted that the vote endpecial election of March 11 of
that same year, in which a total of 1004 votes weast, was 756 in favor and 248 against
incurring a bond debt of $121,000 to acquire wabetfproperty to be used for the
construction of a wharf or piér. Clearly Redondo's voting citizenry were less shlyy
the general social welfare benefits of a new Iptarilding than they were by the
definite business benefits of a new wharf. Asragbconsolation prize the library was
finally granted the use of the city recorder'sadfiand by 1915 Clegg reported in her
annual accounting to the State Librarian that itbraty now occupied "the entire west

wing of the building.?®
"Anyone desiring to take the course in library work": 1915-1916

Clegg may not have been gaining much traction meferts to get more space
for the library, but, as those circulations numtsrswed, she was getting more patrons,
and needed more help. Some of this help cameeifotim of the approval of additional
hours for Emma Catey, who in February 1914 hadbars increased from an average of
two to an average of five hours per dayBut the experience with Blair, Adair, and

Gillespie probably convinced Clegg of the necedsitifeep one or two women in the

% Minutes, March 2, 1915.

% Minutes, March 22, 1915.

% California Public Library Reports, Redondo BeaciblR Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1915.

"Public Library Notes,'Redondo Breez&ebruary 4, 1914.
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training course at all times. The students wesewace of free labor to help in the
workroom, attend the public at the circulation desielve books, and tidy the magazines
and newspapers in the reading room. In additioey tould take charge of the story
hour, a program which neither of the spinsters §legr Catey seems to have had the
least interest in participating in. And the gratisaof the library class were a source of
trained women who could be employed, for a verylsamount, as the "regular
substitute and Sunday attendant,” as they wereccadlthe annual reports remitted to the
State Librarian in Sacramento. So, in the sameeis§theBreezewhich noted the

increase in Catey's hours, Clegg published a smélie:

Any one desiring to take the course in library worlty learn particulars
by seeing Miss Lola Clegg, librarian, at the pulibicary. Applicants
must have at least the equivalent of a high scbootse. No charge is

made for the cours&.

While Clegg may have had as her goal the provisfdrained assistants for the
Redondo Beach library, it is an interesting questithat the motivations of the students
were in taking the library training. Were theyargsted in working in a library? And, if
so, were they willing to relocate, as clearly theees little opportunity for library

employment in Redondo Beach.

Opportunities for library education were expandmgalifornia at this time, but

not for those with backgrounds like the RedondodBesomen. At the LAPL head

% |bid.
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librarian Everett R. Perry reversed the policy isfiredecessors Jones and Lummis, and
opened the library's training class to residemmfoutside of Los Angeles. As historian
Debra Hansen explains, "Perry's timing was cledrhas motives transparent. In March
1912 the Riverside Public Library Board approvesl ¢reation of a training program,
while the California State Library School was staytits first class the following

January. Competition in California’s library schowas heating up™® In 1913 Perry
hired Theodora R. Brewitt, a graduate of the Ursitgrof Wisconsin Library School, to
head the LAPL's program. Under Brewitt's leadgrshe curriculum was brought more
in line with the "library school standard” by inaseng lectures and reducing hours spent
in practice work. "The curriculum," boasted Pamyis 1915 report to the LAPL's

Board of Directors, "now includes practically detsubjects covered in a one-year
library school course'® Eligibility requirements were also changed, raisihe

minimum age to eighteen with a maximum of thirgurther, to avoid the problem which
had caused Jones to close the school to non-résjdarry instituted a tuition fee of $25
for those "who enter the class from out of the aitgd who do not intend to take a
position in the Los Angeles Public Library." Nokglthe one requirement that was not

added was graduation from a collége.

The California State Library opened its own, sHimed, training program in

1914. As explained in the circular announcingftivenation of the school, its purpose

% Hansen, "Professionalizing": 973.

19| os Angeles Public Libraryfiwenty-seventh Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library, 1919115 (Los Angeles: n.p., 191532.

191 | os Angeles Public Libraryfiwenty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library, 191814 (Los Angeles: n.p., 1914), 37.
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was "to offer, to carefully selected candidatesne-year course in library economy"
including "the usual technical subjects of catalggiclassification and general problems
of library administration, but the broader eduaadilcand literary side of the work will
receive special emphasiS® Admission to the school was through a Califoiiate

Civil Service examination, which consisted of tatesment of the candidate's education,
training and experience . . . an oral test to deitez the candidate's fitness for the library
profession, both as to his personality and judgraedtas to his fund of general
information, including history, current events diterature.” Applicants were to be at
least eighteen, while those over thirty-five wesgdngly advised against undertaking
this work."® Twenty-seven applicants took the first exam, gire1913, of whom
fifteen, all women, were selected. The term randélendar year, with a summer break

from June 12 to September 13.

Almost immediately, however, State Librarian Jai@dis modified the plan.
First, he changed the running of the course to Imtite more generally accepted
academic calendar. More importantly, "as the aigplanned for one year, it has been
found necessary to have at least a university kegm graduation to build on, so the
entrance requirement has been raised to universitgllege graduation,” making it the
only school in the state to limit entry to collegg@duates. Further, the age requirements
were changed to between twenty and thirty, a mactower window. And, finally, the

number of students per term was reduced from fiftedwelve. Future students were,

192preliminary Announcement of the California Sthiierary School,"News
Notes8, no. 4 (October 1913): 448.
193 News Note$, no.2 (April 1914): 402.
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like Dewey's college-bred women, advised of adfgbpics they should master before
applying, including Spanish "as it is of peculiaportance in this state." And, because
"the typewriter is so much used in every part lofdry work," applicants were told that
they should "plan to be proficient in its usé&* So much for Dewey's coveted "library

hand."

With no age restrictions and only modest educatimguirements, Clegg's
program was aimed at a different demographic tharBtate Library or even the LAPL's
programs. Only one of Clegg's thirty-three studewds a college graduate, and only
thirteen of them fell within the age limits impodegithe state. The time and the cost of
daily travel in addition to tuition most likely pthie LAPL's program out of reach for the
Redondo Beach women as well. Thirty of the thihgee students lived in Redondo
Beach when they decided to take the course. Twe wicthe apprentices were from
neighboring Hermosa Beach. Only one student carRetondo specifically for the
purpose of taking the course. And while sever&llefyg's students did attend the
Riverside school and one took the summer courBekieley, both of those programs
were designed for students who already had someyilexperience. Thus for the local
woman who might have an interest in library work lagked the time and funds to invest
in the State program or even the course at the LARtgg's apprentice program was the

only game in town.

194News Noted0, no. 1 (January 1915): 3-4; "State Library Prieygfor Many
More Students,Redondo RefleXApril 16, 1915.
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Between January 1915 and December 1916 Clegg draine more students.
These six years were, in some ways, her most ssfaé@eriod of library instruction, as
six of the thirteen students went on to work imdiiees, including one who made
librarianship a life career. Why was this periodcenducive to the trainees going on to
work in libraries? The answer appears to be sintpéeavailability of library work close
to home. In 1912 the Los Angeles County Publigdip system expanded to
neighboring Hermosa Beach. Clegg trained the ditts&thdant employed at Hermosa's
library, and thereafter as each woman vacateddkei@n, usually to marry, another of
Clegg's graduates would step in. Four of the miamen Clegg trained in 1915 and 1916
eventually worked in the Hermosa Beach libraryt, Bihen Redondo Beach graduate
Mrs. Evelyn Morris took over there in 1918 she remad until 1923, effectively

eliminating the only source of local library worktside of Redondo Beach itself.

Only two of Clegg's apprentices, both only daught®ok positions in libraries
any distance from Redondo, and in both cases thos®&n's parents moved with them to
their new homes. One of those students was Ela $peece. Speece was nearly
twenty-two years old when she was identified inReelondo Refleas one of the "two
library students," the other being Lorene Lindskakjng instruction in storytelling from
Maud Gillespie'® Born in lowa on April 24, 1893, Speece was thiy child of Charles
and Ora Speece. The Speeces moved to San Diegtisenbetween 1905 and 1919,

but by 1916 they were living in Hermosa Beach wiigénarles was the owner and

195 »Children's Hour Proves PopulaRedondo RefleMarch 23, 1915.
106 |owa State Census, 1905: U. S. Census, 1910.

157



manager of a billiard hal’” In late May 1915, having “finished recently gie months'
course at the Redondo Beach public library,"Rieiexannounced that Speece planned
to take "the summer library course at Berkel€¥.'Speece returned to Redondo in
Septembet® but it was not until March 1916 that she "receigesimmons to the public
library in San Diego° now directed by Althea H. Warren, a graduate efttmiversity
of Wisconsin Library School, and the first graduatt@ library school to head the San
Diego Public Library"** City directories and voter registration rolls eh8peece living
with her parents and working at the San Diego Rditdrary until at least 1952. Elsie

May Speece died September 26, 1979 at the agghufyeiour*?

Jane Lorene (or Lorene Jane) Lindsley was eightears old and still attending
the Redondo Union High School when she startedgXdiprary course at the beginning
of 19152 Born in California in May 1896, Lorene was thdest of four siblings. Her
father Saul Lindsley came from Indiana to Stock®alifornia, in 1892, where he
worked as a painter, although whether this was cervial or decorative is not cledf

He married Olga in about 1895, and they moved toEBanardino, where Saul

197 california, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968, 19W6S. Census, 1910.

198+ ibrary Student Goes NorthRedondo ReflexMay 28, 1915.

19 "personal Mention,Redondo ReflexSeptember 10, 1915.

110personal Mention,Redondo RefleMarch 24, 1916.

111 Encyclopedia of Library and Information Scienwuel. 26,Role Indicator ed.
Allen Kent, Harold Lancour, and Jay E. Daily (NewrK: Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1979),
297. Warren replaced Mrs. Hannah P. Davison, bé#ae library since May 1903, in
February 1916. Clarence Alan McGreity of San Diego and San Diego County: The
Birth Place of Californiayol. 1 (Chicago: American Historical Society, 19223.

112 california Death Index, 1940-1997.

13uprogress in Library CourseRedondo ReflexJanuary 29, 1915.

114 California, Voter Registrations, 1866-1898; 1892.

158



continued to work as a painter, ending up in Reddnd1910, where he worked as a

painter with the electric caf$®

Unlike Speece, Lindsley did not continue with lityravork after completing
Clegg's course. In 1918, her family moved to Logéles-*® where she and her sister
Gladys attended the Southern Branch of the Uniteo$iCalifornial'’ Gladys earned a
teaching degree and Lorene took a degree in déo®eats. Lindsley apparently had a
successful career in interior decorating and desigmking first for Desmond's studio of
decorative art’® and then in November 1920 opening her own studjmartnership with
Louise Pickney Sooy, a professor of design andradg¢ige arts at the newly rechristened
University of California, Los Angeles? According to the report in tHareeze "Their

work embraces designing of historic, modern andrttegginative in gowns, both for

115 california, Voter Registrations,1866-1898; 18965IUCensus, 1880; 1900;
1910.

116vparsonal Mention,Redondo Breezdanuary 18, 1918.

17| os Angeles Directory Co.'s, Los Angeles City Deg (Los Angeles: Los
Angeles Directory Company, 1920), 1043.

118 parsonal Mention,Redondo Breezduly 16, 1920. Desmond's was a
prominent clothing store, with several locatioms.1928 became the first major retailer
to open a store on the prestigious Miracle Mileas Angeles.
http://cityplanning.lacity.org/eir/WilshireLABreafEIR/IV C CulturalResoures.pdf.
Note: this file is no longer available.

119 | ouise Pickney won a scholarship to the Minneap8thool of Fine Arts in
1901 at the age of sixteen. She joined the staffGLA in 1912 when it was still the
normal school. Pickney married Glenn M. Sooy inZ,94ut it did not curtail her career,
and by 1930 the pair appear to have separatedndiély they divorced, and George
Sooy remarried. Louise Pickney Sooy was head oathdepartment at UCLA from
1925 to 1934, became a full professor in 1952 ratickd as a professor emeritus in
1955. She died December 26, 1965. Annita Delaaard Andreson and Meridian Ball,
"1967, University of California: In Memoriam, Lo@$’inkney Sooy, Art: Los Angeles,”
Calisphere June, 1967,
http://texts.cdlib.org/view?docld=hb629006vt&doewframes&chunk.id=div00023&t
oc.depth=1&toc.id=; U.S. Census, 1930; 1940.
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street costomes[sic] and the stalf8.In January 1921 Lindsley won a competition, and
got the commission to design the "drapes and hgagmthe lobby of the new
Ambassador Hotel" in Los AngeléS- No further information about Lindsley's

subsequent life and career has been located.

Clegg offered her course in six month incrememtd, @sually started new
students in January and again in June. Howevenyvsis not rigid in this, and students
often joined the course at their own convenienskce McWilliams was one of those.
Starting the course in May 1915, she was joinet¥layy E. Ransom and Irene Steward
in June. McWilliams had already been working feotyears as the "custodian” for the
Hermosa Beach branch of the Los Angeles Countyakybwhen she took the library
course*?? In January 1913 Celia Gleason, head of the néwityed Los Angeles
County Public Library systerif? "visited Hermosa Beach for the purpose of inténgst
local people in the establishment of a libral3?"The proposal was that the county
library would supply the books and the city woutlresponsible for providing the
physical library. The response was predictablyesiastic, and by May 1913 a library

board was appointed and plans were made to opbragylon "the Pier when it is

120n0pens Studio in Los AngelesRedondo Breezé&lovember 26, 1920.

121vHonor for Miss Lindsley,'Redondo Breezdanuary 28, 1921.

122vNew Library Student,Redondo ReflesMay 7, 1915.

123 The county system was established and Gleasanefby the first assistant
librarian of the LAPL, was appointed as its hea@aptember 1912. Roger H. Woelfel,
Diamond Jubilee: Seventy-five Years of Public $ervihe Story of the Los Angeles
County Public LibraryGlendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Compaa®87), 11.

124vpyblic Library Is A Possibility, Redondo ReflexJanuary 31, 1913.
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completed.*”® Meanwhile, the library would be temporarily "péacin the Ocean View
school house," and Alice McWilliams was appointedtee librarian, effective June 1,

1913126

According to Roger Woelfel, historian of the Losglhes County Public Library
system, "Branches were operated by clerical staffwalunteers under the guidance and
supervision of professional staff from Centr&’"Certainly McWilliams appears to have
had no training when she took charge of the Herrtibsary. Born in Ohio in 1885, she
was a resident of Redondo Beach in 1910, boarditigasfamily and working as a
bookkeeper for a furniture stot& Perhaps McWilliams felt the need of explicit tiag
in order to further her career. Or perhaps thenimgeof the Manhattan Beach branch of
the county system, of which McWilliams was alsoegivcharge in January 1915,
prompted her to take actidf Whatever the cause, in May 1915, after two y&atise
position and at the age of thirty, she became éweest "student now enrolled at the
public library taking the coursé® Then, just over a year later, sometime after anty
before October 1916, McWilliams left the Hermosa&elibrary and Mary Ransom

became its custodidi’ An Alice McWilliams, listed as an assistant libaa, appears in

125w Appoint Library Board,'Redondo RefleMay 2, 1913; "Hermosa Beach
Briefs," Redondo Breezéay 3, 1913.

126w Appoint Librarian,"Redondo ReflesMay 23, 1913.

127\Woelfel, Diamond Jubileg26.

1281y.S. Census, 1910.

129News Noted 1, no. 2 (April 1916): 395.

130vNew Library Student,Redondo ReflesMay 7, 1915.

131 News Noted 1, no. 4 (October 1916): 982. From this time famivthe
Hermosa Beach librarians were in charge of thatdiranly, and the Manhattan Beach
branch had its own staff.
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the city directory and in the voter registratioigdor Alhambra in 19262 and there is
an assistant librarian at the Pasadena publiaijitina that name in 1923% However,

whether these are all the same Alice K. McWillidmas yet to be established.

"A six-month's course in the Redondo Beach Puliliraty has been entered upon
by Miss Mary Ransom. She is getting four hoursydaipractical work" reported the
Redondo Reflean June 25, 1915. Just days later the same paperted that "Miss
Irene Steward has taken up some study in libramkwader Miss Clegg's tuitior**
Steward, born in New Mexico March 3, 1894 and MRansom, born in California
December 12, 1894 were twenty and twenty-one, oéisiedy, when they started their
library training'®® Steward was the daughter of Adelaide and JohnaBte who owned
and edited th®eflexand operated the Reflex Printing Company. Jokw&td had long
since sold the paper, moving the printing businedss Angeles, but he maintained his

residence in Redondd® where Irene graduated from the RUHS in 1913 amg/denger

1321920 Newton Directory of Alhambra(Alhambra, California: Newton
Directory Company, 1920), 51; California, Voter tgations,1900-1968; 1920.

133 Thurston's Residence and Business Directory of dRass Altadena and
Lamanda Park, 1923Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1923)55

134 Redondo Reflexjuly 9, 1915. California Public Library Reporf&edondo
Beach Public Library, for the year ending Junel®,6 notes, "Six months instruction,
including gen lib work, cataloging and storytelljmgven to : Mary E. Ransom & Irene
Steward, July-Dec. 1915."

135 california Death Index, 1940-1997; "Celebrategtiiay,"Redondo Breeze
December 17, 1910 reports on the celebration os&afs sixteenth birthday "last
Saturday evening."

1% Redondo ReflexAugust 3, 1911; "Opens Los Angeles OfficRg¢dondo
Breeze August 5, 1911. Steward sold to Arthur L and €&eN. Harris, who sold again
to C. H. Turner in December the same y&adondo ReflexDecember 7, 1911.
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brother Newell in 191%8% It was, in fact, her brother who caused the erféimily to
relocate to "West Thirty-fourth street, Los Angelest a few blocks from the University
of Southern California, where Newell is attendichal."*® Irene appears to have been
the exception which proved the rule, as there iswidence she ever worked after
graduating high school, and, in fact, she madeuieagtrips to Redondo to visit her
friends™®® In 1919, at the age of twenty-four, Irene marrdelx (or Alec) Johnson
Brady*° a pharmacist working with the Owl Drug stof&s.In an interesting
development, in 1920 the Bradys lived in Los Angelext-door to Irene's high school
friend Ruth Anderson and her husband, Woodruff Bufi¥ The Bradys had one child,

Donald S. Brady. Irene Steward Brady celebrateédhe hundredth birthday before

dying November 30, 19843

Although Mary Ransom, like her friend Steward, ety unlike her friend,

Ransom actually worked for a period of time intadry. Horace Backus was thirty-four

137 Redondo Union High Schodfhe Pilotvol. IV, 1924, 50.

138 "parsonal Mention,Redondo Reflexlanuary 5, 1917.

139 vpersonal Mention,Redondo ReflesNovember 16, 1917; "Personal
Mention,"Redondo RefleNovember 23, 1917

140.S. Census, 1930; "storey Family Tre&rcestry.com
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4860621/person/-431446, gives the marriage as taking
place in August 1919, but there is no source ferrdierence.

141 Owl Drugs was established by Richard Elgin Milenative of Canada, who
moved to California in 1878, and opened his firstgdstore in San Francisco in 1892.
From there he branched out to Los Angeles and @dkiaith the aim of establishing a
chain of cut-price drug stores. The company's on6@ive a Hoot," with their owl logo,
branded their line of distinctively named cosmeéing toiletries. Compactstory, "The
Owl Drug Company-Part 1-Birds of a Feath&gllecting Vintage Compactblog),
Updatedrebruary 8, 2013, http://collectingvintagecompdttgyspot.com/2011/08/owl-
drug-company-part-1-birds-of.html

142y.S. Census, 1920.

143 California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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years old and working as a miner in Tombstone, gxr&in 1881 when he married Julia
Rogers, who was not quite eighté&h.The family came to California, possibly as early
as 1884"° and by 1910 Horace and Julia owned and operategamment house in
Redondo Beach, where they resided with their daudWiary Eugenia and younger son
John Horace. The Ransom's oldest child, Walteh lis wife and their three sons, also

lived in Redondo, at a separate residefite.

Following in the footsteps of Maud Gillespie andridaAdair, after completing
her Redondo apprenticeship in January 1916 Ransatinaed her professional training
by setting off for Riverside "to enter upon a sireks' finishing course in library
work."*" Returning in mid-March*® she became part of the library circle, workingaas
substitute at the library and socializing with dtker library student§’® Often former
schoolmates at the RUHS, it is not surprising ity students mixed socially, and
numerous notices appeared in the newspapers megoriithe girls' adventures together,
for example "a luncheon and theatre party to Logedes" in December 1914, where the
group consisted of Steward, Ransom, Ruth AndefBalima Breeden and Cecile Wilson,

all but Wilson a future library studehi® Or in May 1917 when Ransom, Steward,

144U.S. Census, 1880; Arizona Marriage Collectior54:8982.

145 California, Voter Registrations, 1866-1898; 1884.

146.S. Census, 1910.

147 vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflextanuary 7, 1916.

148 "parsonal Mention,Redondo RefleMarch 8, 1916; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo RefleMarch 17, 1916.

149vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexuly 23, 1916.

150personal Mention,Redondo ReflexDecember 15, 1914.
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Anderson and Eva Hanson, yet another library stiitdebe, were guests together at a

card party*>*

Then, as noted earlier, sometime between April@atber of 1916 Ransom
replaced Alice McWilliams at the county librarylitermosa Beacft? Ransom worked
at the Hermosa library for about a year, duringolthiime "under the supervision of the
county board," she catalogued the entire collecfidrin April 1917, just as the United
States entered into the world war, the papers aroeali"the engagement of Miss Mary
Ransom, popular beach girl, to Mr. Jack Richmoadgther Standard Oil of El Segundo
employee€®>* Two months later, on June 27, the two were m@ywiéth 150 guests in
attendance and Ruth Anderson as the bridesttaidohn Richmond was promptly called
up for duty, joining the engineering corps. Breezereported the young wife, only
twenty-three and married scarcely five months,ngt¢he separation bravely, "for Mary
Ransom-Richmond is the kind of girl that will méle¢ situation squarely and will do her
bit by being independent.” The paper went on {0 $8he has secured a position which

she will take up in the near future"” but it faiedreport what, exactly, she would be

151vCard Party,'Redondo Refleday 25, 1917.

152News Noted 1, no. 2, (April 1916): 395 indicates that Missc&l McWilliams
was the custodian of both the Manhattan and HerBesah branches. However, in the
October 1916 issue, vol. 11, no. 4, 982 Ransonvengs the custodian of the Hermosa
Beach branch, while a Mrs. A. C. Conner is givetthascustodian for the Manhattan
Beach branch, 995.

153ngystematizes LibraryRedondo Reflexrebruary 16, 1917.

154 vRichmond--Ransom AnnouncemeriReédondo ReflexApril 20, 1917;
"Cupid Very Busy,'Redondo Breezdé\pril 27, 1917.

155 "pgpular Young Couple MarriedRedondo Reflexiune 29, 1917; "Miss
Ransom is June BrideRedondo Breezdune 29. 1917.
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doing.**® On his return from the war Richmond continuethie petroleum industry,
operating a service station in 1930 and 1940. Betwl920 and 1930 they had two
children, John W. and Mary E. Richmotd. Mary Ransom Richmond died on May 17,

1986, at the age of ninety-oh&.

In January 1916 thReflexannounced that "two more young women have started
taking the six months' library course under Missggl, librarian.**® The students were
Claire Peile, a 1915 graduate of Los Angeles Higho8I, and Ruth Anderson, a 1915
graduate of the RHUS. Gladys Claire (or Clairedg$ and her older sister Carrie
Deette were the daughters of Charles and Lottike Padno married about 1893 when
Charles was about thirty and Lottie only ninete@arles spent his entire life working
in real estate, and the family moved frequentlilpfeing the market from Nebraska,
where Carrie was born on April 23, 1897 and Clameluly 12, 1899, to Hueneme in
Ventura County, then to Los Angeles, and finallpund 1915, to Redondo Beach,
where the city directory for 1915 identifies Carmga teachéf® Claire Piele was just
sixteen when she was enrolled in the library trajréoursé® But, as had been the case

with Irene Steward, no sooner had Claire finistedapprentice program in June 1916

156 eaves Young Wife and Joins Engineering Corfetiondo Breeze
November 30, 1917.

7.S. Census 1920; 1930.

198 California Death Index, 1940-1997.

159*Two New Library Students/Redondo Reflexlanuary 1, 1916.

180y.s. Census, 1900ps Angeles City Directory, 19qZos Angeles: Los
Angeles City Directory Company, Inc., 1907), 1165S. Census, 191®esident and
Business Directory Redondo Beach and Hermosa-Mé&arh&eaches, 1915-1916
(Redondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 40.

161+ Two New Library StudentsRedondo Refleanuary 7, 1916.
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than she and her parents "packed up household goadsioved"” to Los Angeles,
leaving her sister Carrie behind in Redondo to 8umh summer school and . . . continue
in her pedagogical profession in the fall in thel&edo Beach school$® By 1920

Carrie rejoined the family in Los Angeles where shatinued to teach school while
Claire worked as a clerk in a wholesale drug fiffh Sometime after 1930 and before
1938 Claire married Horton Wesley BAff. Fifteen years her senior, Burr had married,
had a child, and divorced by 1950. He spent his life in sales of one type or angther
and he and Claire may have met at their place gl@ment, as in 1940 he was working
as a salesman of rubber drug supplies while Clea® still employed as an office clerk
for a wholesale drug compan$f. The Burrs had no children, and census and voter
registration records frequently record them indesce with Claire's parents. Gladys

Claire Piele Burr died at the age of fifty-ninelios Angeles July 23, 1958’

Ruth Anderson's professional and personal lifeeraa that of her friend Mary
Ransom, graduating from the RUHS, taking libragyning from Clegg, attending the

Riverside school, working in the Hermosa Beachalifprand finally walking down the

162vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexiune 16, 1916.

103y.S. Census, 1920.

64, S. Census, 1930; 1940.

%5 \World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918&ji®rnia Death Index,
1940-1997; Washington Marriage Records, 1865-2008; Census 1920; 1930

186 .S. Census, 1940.

167»Obituaries, Mrs. Gladys C. Burr,'os Angeles Timeduly 23, 1958. Carrie
Deettee Piele, Claire's sister, married, had ond,ahvorced and remarried. She died in
1980 at the age of eighty-three. "Deaths with Fainénnouncements, Charles S. Piele,"
"loving father of Mrs. Carrie D. Warner and Mrs. Glaire Burr; grandfather of Carolyn
J. Warner,'Los Angeles Timeduly 3, 1941; "Obituaries, Mrs. Charlotte J. €gil
"leaves two daughters, Mrs. Carrie Thompson and Miadys C. Burr,Los Angeles
Times July 29, 1945; California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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wedding aisle. Ruth was the only child of Williskn Anderson and Nellie Gist. This
was a second marriage for William, who was neavigrty years old than Nellie, and
Ruth was their only child, born in California ontffeary 16, 1898° William ran what
appears to have been a grocery store in 1900 ier§lde, but by 1910 the Andersons had
relocated to Redondo Beach, where William, sixtg-tvears old, worked as the city
clerk!®® Completing her training with Clegg in June of 89ih July the twenty-year-old
Anderson was off to Riverside, from whence she &sbte was "enjoying immensely her
course in librarian work**® She returned to Redondo after six weeks and apfar

took over the storytelling duties from expectantineo Gillespiet’* Evidently Anderson
found her training lacking, or perhaps there sinwphs not enough work at the Redondo
library to keep her busy, as in January 1917 shugrred to Riverside where it was
reported she was "finishing her course in libragrky' and planning "to return to

Redondo Beach about the third of Maré¢f."On June 8 it was announced that "Miss

188 y.S. Census, 1910; California Death Index, 1949719

1%9.S. Census, 1900; 191Resident and Business Directory Redondo Beach
and Hermosa-Manhattan Beaches,1915-1@&dondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 12.

170vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexuly 14, 1916.

171 vpersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexiuly 28, 1916; "Children's Hour,"
Redondo RefleyDecember 22, 1916.

172vpersonal Mention,Redondo Breez&ebruary 2, 1917; Finding Aid:
Riverside Library Service School, Series IV: Studeacords, Folder 28: Ruth Anderson,
1916 to 1918. Without examining the contentss it possible to state with authority
these are the records of Ruth Anderson of Redomdm but the date range suggests
they are.
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Ruth Anderson of this beach assumed her new ditties 1 as librarian of the Hermosa

Beach library.*"®

Anderson remained in charge of the Hermosa Beacéryi for just eighteen
months, resigning late November 1918presumably to prepare for her forthcoming
marriage to Woodruff Bunkér> The match between Woodruff Bunker and Ruth
Anderson was characterized as "a war romah€although exactly how the two met is
not clear. Bunker enlisted in the U. S. Marine&oon June 8, 1917, at Mare Island,
about twenty-five miles northeast of San Francisoml served in San Diego, and
Quantico, Virginia, before he was discharged atandHead, Maryland, in March
1919'"" Bunker worked as an instructor in an automadileool and later as a salesman
in a retail store in San Bernardino Couhty.The grandson of Mormon pioneer Edward
Bunker, who had twenty-three children by his thmees, and the son of Francis Neil
Bunker, with seventeen children by his two sistares, Woodruff and Ruth Bunker died

apparently without issue, Ruth on May 14, 1982hatage of eighty-siX’®

173 vpersonal Mention,Redondo Breezdune 8, 1917; "Miss Anderson
Librarian,"Redondo Reflexjune 8, 1917.

174 vpersonal and Local NotesRedondo Breezé&lovember 29, 1918.

175 Criddles and Others-14 Jun 2010" family tree nerfees "Judkins, Martha
Mae (Bunker), 1904-, Family group record: Bunkegri€is Neil and Cox, Rosannah
(Mesa, Arizona: Typescript, ca. 1964)" as a sotwcéhe marriage date of March 25,
1919. "Criddles and Others - 14 Jun 20JAntestry.com
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/18746262/personJUGED.

176+To Move Away,"Redondo Reflexrebruary 20, 1920.

177 Utah, Military Records, 1861-1970, Military Serei€ards.

178.S. Census, 1920; 1940.

179 California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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When Anderson departed the Hermosa Beach Libranplace was taken by
another of Clegg's students, Mrs. Evelyn Morriselgn S. Morris was born in Fox
Lake, Wisconsin on February 16, 1883. Her oldstiesj Margaret and her husband
Edward Amet, and their aunt, Alice (Mrs. J. D.) @Rlchrist were residents of Redondo
Beach which may account for the presence of Evahghher husband, Ernest Morris, a
carpenter, living there as early as 193% About that time the Morrises apparently
separated® which may have been what prompted Evelyn at aigey-tihree to take the
library course. When she finished the traininfpecember 1916 she relocated to Los
Angelesand then in February 1917 she left for San Frangmost likely to be close to
her son, who was stationed at the Presidio tHér@he newspaper report of her
departure indicated she would "probably be in Saméisco for a year'® but she was
back in Redondo by late August as her son, noveangklieutenant, was on his way to

training camp at American Lak& The timing of Morris's return made her availaiole

180£or Mrs. Morris,"Redondo Breez&ebruary 9, 1917 identifies Margaret
Amet as Morris's sister; "Personal MentioRgdondo ReflexDecember 22, 1916
identifies Gilchrist as Morris's auriResident and Business Directory Redondo and
Hermosa-Manhattan Beaches, 1915-19R6dondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 36
identifies Ernest Morris as the husband of Evelnd lists his employment as carpenter.
The Morrises may have been in the area as eall9H3, as a report in tHeeflex March
3, 1910, "Hotel News," notes a "Mr. and Mrs. E. Kkigras "among those who took
advantage of the week end offer being run by tlve management of the Hotel
Redondo."

181, S. Census, 1920. In this census Morris lisednharital status as "m," but
her husband was clearly already absent at thig,miggesting that they were separated,
but not formally divorced.

182personal Mention,Redondo ReflexDecember 22, 1916; "For Mrs. Morris,"
Redondo Breezé&ebruary 9, 1917; "Personal MentioRgdondo Breezéugust 24,
1917.

183uEor Mrs. Morris,"Redondo Breez&gbruary 9, 1917.

184vpersonal Mention,Redondo Breezéugust 24, 1917.
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receive the appointment in November 1918 to repfawderson at the Hermosa Beach
library.*®> Morris remained at the library for aimost fiveays, resigning when she
married Richard R. Freeman, another beach citedestate developer, "at high noon" on
June 23, 192%° Freeman, a resident of Redondo at least sinc@, 1M two young
children from a previous marriag¥,and given that Evelyn was forty years old with a
grown son when they married, it is not surprisingtthe couple had no children
together. City directory information for Pasadsenggests the Freemans moved there at
least by 1949, and were still there in 1960, witthard still involved in Redondo Beach
real estate dealings as late as 1956. The ded&thebyn S. Hart Morris Freeman has yet

to be established.

Talma M. Breeden completed the library course aloitly Evelyn Morris in
December 1918% She was just nineteen years old, and her fagxgrécently died.
Marshall A. Breeden had a varied but successfidezamost of it spent practicing law.
Born in Kentucky, he served in an lllinois infantryit in the Civil War:®® By 1880 he
was living with his wife and son in Santa Fe, NewXito, practicing law in partnership
with Thomas B. Catron, a member of the notorioumt& Fe Ring," and New Mexico's

first senator™® According to th&keflexthe Breedens moved to Ogden, Utah, in 1896,

185vpersonal and Local NotesRedondo Breezé&lovember 29, 1918.

186 »prominent Citizen Married Redondo Reflexiuly 6, 1923.

187 California Birth Index, 1905-1995; U.S. Census2a91930.

188 "personal Mention,Redondo RefleXDecember 22, 1916.

189 Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pendidas, 1861-1934.

19, s. Census, 1880. The "Ring" was a group ofgréwiland-grabbers,
whose actions ultimately led to the famous Linad@bunty War. "Thomas B. Catron,"
Wikipedia,http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_B._ Catron. Shairticle contains
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and from there to Salt Lake City where he workethasattorney general and in various
law partnership$® Talma, the sixth of seven children, three of whttied;** was born
in Ogden on October 1, 188%. Only Talma and a younger sister came to Caligorni
with their parents, first to Ocean Park around 1%I@l then around 1912 to Redondo,
where Breeden became the city recorder and selihkurancé>® Then, in October,

1916 "Judge" Marshall A. Breeden suddenly diethatage of sixty-niné®®

Talma Breeden finished the library training cours®ecember 1916 and

promptly departed for Oakland, where an older legtMarshall A. Breeden, Jr., was

references to several articles from M@y Mexico Historical Revieas well as a full-
length biography of Carton by Victor Westphall, l@DPin history from the University of
New Mexico.

19%3udge M. A. Breeden PasseRgdondo ReflexOctober 20, 1916; "Funeral of
Judge BreedenRedondo RefleXOctober 27, 1916.

192R. L. Polk & Co's. Salt Lake City Directory, 19(8alt Lake City: R. L. Polk
& Co., 1903), 178 shows him in partnership with RV White and D. B. Richard®. L.
Polk & Co's. Salt Lake City Directory, 19Q8alt Lake City: R. L. Polk & Co., 1904),
171 shows him in partnership with W. R. WhieL. Polk & Co's. Salt Lake City
Directory, 1908(Salt Lake City: R. L. Polk & Co, 1908), 209 hasmhin partnership with
Albert R. Barnes; whil®.L. Polk & Co's Salt Lake City Directory, 19(8alt Lake City:
R. L. Polk & Co, 1909), 210 shows him in solo preetand does not have a listing for
him as attorney general.

3 U.S. Census, 1900; 1910.

194 California Death Index, 1940-1997.

195.S. Census, 1910; ti8anta Monica, Ocean Park, Venice Directory, 1911
(Los Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory Co, 19123, lists him as the proprietor of a
hotel, but thd_.os Angeles City Directory, 19XLos Angeles: Los Angeles City
Directory Col, 1911), 200 and tl&anta Monica, Ocean Park and Venice Directory,
1912(Los Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory Co, 1913, shows him resident at the
same address, but gives his employment as "aRgsident and Business Directory
Redondo Beach and Hermosa-Manhattan Beaches, 191&(Redondo Beach: C. H.
Turner, 1915), 14.

19%+3udge M. A. Breeden PasseRgdondo ReflexDctober 20, 1916; "Funeral of
Judge BreedenRedondo RefleXOctober 27, 1916.
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living and working as an advertising agent for @modyear Tire & Rubber Company/.
Apparently Talma found work as a librarian in Bdelye and was joined there by her
mother and sistér® By 1920 Breeden, her mother, her brother Marshati younger
sister Eleanor were back in Los Angeles, where @alras working as an assistant
librarian in a public library, while Marshall haistown advertising agendy® In March
1926 Talma, still listed in the voter rolls aslardirian®® left for Hawaii, a popular
vacation destination even th&H. She returned in Maf? and in July her mother placed
a notice in the&alt Lake City Tribunannouncing "the engagement of her daughter,
Talma McLaughlin Breeden, to John Stone Perry afi¢hau, T. H.," the wedding to
take place in the faf®® John S. Perry was about nine years older tham& ahd worked
in the insurance business. By 1930 the Perrysitadd back to Berkeley, where they
had two daughterS? Talma Breeden Perry died November 9, 1990. Sieninety-

three years old®

197World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918ylk-Husted Directory
Co.'s Oakland Berkeley Alameda Directory (Combin&@}8(Oakland: Polk-Husted
Directory Co., 1918), 238.

18 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 1918.

9 U.S. Census, 1920.

20 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 192224.

291 Honolulu, Hawaii, Passenger and Crew Lists, 199891

292 California, Passenger and Crew Lists, 1882-1957.

203ugalt Lake Girl to Wed in the FallSalt Lake City Tribuneluly 27, 1926.
The "Oaks End Ancestry" family tree states the rage took place in November 1926,
but offers no documentation. "Oaks End Ancestiytestry.com
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/1629089/person/ 154%5E8.

294, S. Census, 1930; 1940.

295 California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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In all, in the six years from 1911 through 1916d&=sdo Beach librarian Lola
Clegg trained thirteen local women in library metbo Nine of the thirteen worked in a
library for some period of time, including two, @gtand Speece, who made lifetime
careers of the work® Of the total of thirty-three women Clegg trainéitteen went on
to work in a library; thus, these nine studentact for 60 percent of the total number
of students who pursued librarianship after commpde€legg's course. Given that five of
these nine also took further library training afiarshing the Redondo Beach program,
the assumption might be that there was a relatiprisktween taking additional training
and continuing in librarianship. However, of thé@teen who went on to library work,
the numbers are about evenly split between thosetadk further training, six, and those
who did not, seven. Therefore, although all th@ke took advanced training went on to
work in libraries, not all those who pursued lilyrarork took further training. Indeed, of
the four women who are known to have made lifeeraref the work, two took no

further training than what they received from Clegg

What appears to have been the deciding factohfontajority of the students
who went on to library work was the availabilitywbrk after completing training.
Catey and Adair took the only positions availabl&kedondo Beach, Catey as the
underemployed first assistant and Adair as the &uattendant and regular substitute.
When Adair moved to the library at the county htapher place in Redondo was taken

by Gillespie, who retained the position until 19IBvo other students, Lindsley and

208\wjith no definite information to go on, Jane Bliaiexcluded from the total
who went on to do library work.
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Steward, moved to Los Angeles immediately upon detimg the program. However,
neither seemed inclined to pursue library workSteward never worked and Lindsley
was clearly more interested in design work. TaBreeden also moved away from
Redondo immediately following the conclusion of training, but she did go in to
library work, first in Berkeley and then in Los Aglgs when the family moved back to
southern California. Only Elsie May Speece haddliberately relocate from the local
area, moving down to San Diego, in order to pufdwary work. It is worth noting that
two factors made Speece's move practical. Firstthe Speeces' prior residence in San
Diego, and second was that Elsie Speece as architdyhad a greater likelihood that her
parents would go with her, wherever she was offargb. As a result, the move to San
Diego may have been viewed as highly acceptable linppher parents and by Speece

herself.

Thus the fortuitous opening of the Hermosa Beaahdir of the Los Angeles
County Public Library, which provided a place ofayment for four of Clegg's
graduates between 1915 and 1918, seems to havéheeenitical factor in producing so
many working librarians from this initial trainirggoup. The next cohort, the ten women
who took the course during World War | and the gearmediately following, were not
so lucky, as Mrs. Evelyn Morris continued to occtipy Hermosa Beach position until
1923. As aresult, Clegg's graduates would neée willing, as Speece was, to relocate
away from Redondo Beach if they wished to purseeatbrk, an option which, for a

variety of reasons, most of them did not exercise.
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Chapter Five
Made and Not Born:
Training Does Not Always a Librarian Make, 1917-092

War is often presented as a watershed, particularlyyomen, opening up new
jobs and putting them in positions of responsipilitey would not otherwise have had.
During World War | women were called to servicaimariety of ways, from raising
funds for the Red Cross to sitting on draft boafidsn taking over jobs in government
offices to adopting recipes designed to save conitieedike sugar for use by the troops.
Librarians were called to do their patriotic dutydlearing the shelves of offending
literature and by raising funds and collecting bo&k libraries assembled at the military
training camps. Mary L. Jones, who had left théPlLAo join the Los Angeles County
library system, served as a librarian at Camp Ke&grnear San Diego, while Helen
Courtwright of the Long Beach Public Library spsatveral months in 1918 working for
the War Department in Washington, D! Cln Redondo Beach, however, the most
important change for women was probably not rel&tetie war, but was the merger in
1917 of the Redondo Light and Power Company wighléinger Southern California
Edison Company (SCE). By 1917, through purchasleaaquisition, SCE became the
main private supplier of electricity in southernli@ania.? Over the next few years SCE,

or the Edison Company, as it was known, emergedmagjor source of clerical

! News Notes of California Librariek3, no. 3 (July 1918): 371; 372. Hereafter
cited as News Notes.

2 "First Electricity in Los AngelesWater and Power Associates
http://waterandpower.org/museum/First%20Electr¥ippin%20Los%20Angeles.html.
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employment for women in Redondo Beach. Local jblas required no specialized
training, clerical work of all varieties becameiaoreasingly popular job for a middle-

class woman, which was reflected in the work chomieClegg's library apprentices.
"The First to Go into the Discard": Redondo Beach Ges to War, 1917-1918

Lola A. Clegg, who in February of 1917 was provgllists of books and
magazines in the library featuring ideas for Valeels parties,was a year later sweeping
the library clean of "all German literature thasteatendency to a disloyal or pernicious
influence.” A front page article in tiRedondo Breezeappily reported that the library's
shelves would be "weeded of anything German thahinway is detrimental to the
patriotic spirit of America." Books by philosopheriedrich Nietzsche and psychologist
Hugo Miunsterberg, who, ironically, had spent a gdedl of his professional life
teaching at Harvard University, were "the firsgminto the discard." They were
replaced by bulletins, circulars, and pamphletvigied by Washington "dealing with the
various issues of vital interest" with titles swah"The War Message and Facts Behind
It" and "The Government of German$.One title "much in demand” was "the pamphlet
of patriotic recipes™doubtless a reference to material Clegg receivétbivember 1917
when she attended a lecture in Los Angeles giveladih Guerrier. Guerrier herself

was a librarian and an ardent reformer, made farbgueer work with immigrant women

3 "Miss Clegg Gives Some Timely HintsRedondo Breez&ebruary 9, 1917.

“ "German Books Out of LibraryRedondo Breezdanuary 11, 1918; "War
Literature at the Library,Redondo Breez&ebruary 22, 1918.

®"War Literature at the LibraryRedondo Breez&ebruary 22, 1918; "Annual
Report of the Librarian,Redondo ReflexAugust 16, 1918.
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and girls in Boston's North End, and by her spastsprin 1908, with her life-partner
Edith Brown, of the Paul Revere Pottery. In 191&fsier volunteered for Hoover's
Food Administration, embarking on a nationwide ttmutecture and hand out bulletins on
behalf of that body. The lecture Clegg attended was "given for alllitv@rians in [the]
district, the subject being the various ways inakHibrarians can assist in the food

conservation" for the wdr.

Even in the cause of the war, however, the libstitytook a backseat to other
patriotic efforts. The great nationwide campaigmaise one million dollars for library
services for enlisted men resulted in a contributb$22,000 from southern California,
$2000 more than the goal set for the region. @ffRedondo contributed a paltry
$46.20° although Clegg was quick to point out that thedlily also "collected, repaired
[sic] for circulation and shipped to Camp KearngySan Diego "nearly four hundred
books.® By contrast, the city collected $5,101.33 for Red Cross, with "951
subscribers, or more than 25 percent of the eptipailation, on [the] honor roll" of

contributors'® Clearly it was not that the citizens of Redonderevstingy in their war

® The Pottery offered workers "an eight-hour dagrirairy, healthful
atmosphere,” where they received "a decent waganamal paid vacation, and a daily
hot lunch.” Gretchen L. Hoffman, "Edith GuerrieddCLA Department of Information
Studies, 'PBWorks November 21, 2006,
http://ucla245.pbworks.com/w/page/8751375/Edith%2€@Eer.

""Personal Mention,Redondo RefleNovember 23, 1917.

8 "Camp Library Work,'Redondo Reflexseptember 28, 191Redondo Reflex
November 15, 1917.

® Annual Report of the LibrarianRedondo RefleXAugust 16, 1918.

19+City Over the Top Again,Redondo Breezélay 31, 1918.
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work, but simply that money spent on books or mamgazwas apparently not considered

a valuable or worthy cause.
"Enrolled in the Course": Four Who Never Served, the Students of 1917

Despite the distractions of the war, Clegg contihtgetake on library students,
training five women in 1917. These women were lsimn age to the first thirteen
students, all at least nineteen years old withgendastribution up to thirty-three. After
1917 the age distribution of the students shiféed of the fifteen apprentices Clegg
trained between 1918 and her resignation in 1924 foe were nineteen years old or
over. For those over nineteen age was not a pyioheterminant in whether or not they
ultimately chose librarianship as a career. Orother hand, only one of the nine girls

under the age of nineteen worked in a library aftenpleting the training course.

Eva Hanson and Violet Vanniman began taking thatipcourse in January 1917
and finished that June. Eva, who was born in Gadi on March 3, 1897, was one of
the two younger sister of Ralph Hanson, who hadiethMaud Gillispie, one of Clegg's
earliest students. Eva graduated from the RUHIRi®6, took the training between
January and June 1917, and was then immediatebjirgpd the storyteller for the
Redondo Beach library, replacing Ruth Anderson Wwéd moved over to the Hermosa
Beach library:* But by January 1920 Eva was working as an opefatdhe telephone

company:?> Then, on October 19, 1920, she took the tradititemale occupation of

1 Children's Story Hour,Redondo Breezdune 8, 1917; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo ReflexJune 22, 1917.
'2U.S. Census, 1920.
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"wife." The marriage, announced tReflex"united two of the prominent members of
the younger set® Hanson, twenty- three, and Beryl Tower, twentyrfo graduate of
the 1917 class of the RUHS, Beryl was also empl@tdbe telephone company, where

he worked as an electrical machirist.

After their marriage Beryl and Eva Tower contindedive in Redondo Beach,
where in 1930 the census reported his occupatioezdestate broker. They were still
together there in 1940, when Beryl gave his ocdapats insurance brokét. But
sometime between 1942 and 1946 the Towers sepafatad Eva Hanson remarried
Milton M. Meacham, in what was a third marriage iam. The most interesting aspect
of this story is that all of the concerned partidsnson, Tower and Meacham--continued
to reside in Redondo Beach, the Meachams at 71@rzste, the home Hanson had
formerly occupied with Beryl Towef while Tower moved back in with his widowed

mother’® The Meachams eventually relocated, joining Ralptt Maud Gillespie

13vpPopular Couple WedRedondo ReflexOctober 22, 1920.

* Redondo Union High Schodthe Pilot, IV, 1924, 50; U.S. Census, 1920.

> U.S. Census, 1930.

®.S. Census, 1940.

17 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 1942\8s Eva and Beryl resident
at 718 Esplanade, but the 1946 register show&ussthere.

18 California Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 195854.

9 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 1948idates Beryl was residing at
501 S. Juanita, which in 1950 was the same adtbeddrs. Laura E. Tower, Beryl's
mother.
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Hanson in Paso Robles, where Eva Ogden Hanson (T &Meacham died April 10,

1981. She was eighty-four years 61d.

Eva's cohort in the library class was Violet (sames Viola) Vanniman. Like so
many of the city's residents, Violet appears toeheame to Redondo as a visitor, and
stayed. Although thBreezedescribed her in April 1917 as ""stopping with bister?!
Grace P. Vanniman and her husband Roscoe Chandfgld, a teachéf, Violet appears
to have been well established in the city muchrgodhat. The previous December the
Reflexreported that Violet was seated at a table witméy library student Irene
Steward and future library student Lela Faulkneg lncheon given to discuss founding
a chapter of the Alpha Deltas, another sororityttieryoung womef® By March 1917
Vanniman was described in the pages ofRedondo Breezas "of the public library,”
and by May of that year tHeeflexannounced that she had "finished her six months'
course in library work?* Born in lllinois in May 17, 1896° Vanniman was the third of

four daughters and one son of a farmer who becaamlapresider® She finished the

library class just as she turned twenty-sevensbatdid not take up library work.

20 california Death Index, 1940-1977; "Eva Hanson dhgan," California, Find
A Grave Index, 1775-201Z;ind a Grave http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSIn=MEA&GSpartial=1&GSbyrel=&bSst=6&G Scntry=4&GSs
r=41&GRid=94846502&.

2LvEor Miss Vaniman,Redondo Breezé\pril 16, 1917.

2U.S. Census, 1920.

Z"Delta Alphas,'Redondo RefleDecember 1, 1916.

2personal Mention,Redondo Breezdarch 9, 1917; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo RefleMay 11, 1917.

25 Callifornia Death Index, 1940-1997.

%6 Kansas State Census Collection, 1895, U.S. Ceh908; Kansas State Census
Collection, 1915.
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Instead, in August 1917 she conducted a sewing ftas'almost sixty little girls*” and
then in March 1918 she "accepted a position wighEHison Company?® In

announcing the engagement of V. V. Vanniman td@M\evin "a member of the
Edison Electric Company,” in September 1919 Reéexwrote that Vanniman had
come to Redondo for her health, but had returndeebruary of 1919 "to her home in
Missouri." But, "the lure of love in California wdhe stronger tie so she returned west"
to marry. According to thReflex the two met working as members of "the local
exemption board® The Nevins moved to San Dimas, where they hagldhildren, all
boys. By 1940, at the age of forty-nine, Viola Yilanan was widowed and raising her
sons alone, with no apparent means of supfottiolet Vanniman Nevin died January

18, 1972 at the age of eighty-otte.

Lela Faulkner and Mary Forbes joined the appremngrogram just as Vanniman
and Hanson were finishing it, Faulkner beginnindgyliay and Forbes in July 19%7.
Faulkner, a graduate of the RUHS class of I1gas born in lowa on April 29, 1896,

making her just twenty years old when she startedea’s training in 1916, at the

2’Girls Are Busy Learning to SewRedondo Breezéugust 24, 1917.

8 "personal Mention,Redondo Breez#jarch 29, 1918

29 ove Wins Out,"Redondo ReflexSeptember 19, 1919.

%9'U.S. Census, 1930; 1940.

31 california Death Index, 1940-1997. Given the gapifie time-line and the
somewhat confused storyline, there is the possitiiat two women have been conflated
into one. However, Vanniman's name is sufficiediltinct that this seems to be
unlikely.

#"Personal Mention,Redondo Refleay 11, 1917; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo Reflexjuly 6, 1917.

%3 RUHS, The Pilot IV, 1924, 50.
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Methodist Hospital in Los Angele¥. Nursing, however, was a far more difficult
profession than librarianship, involving long hquagestricted lifestyle, physically and
emotionally demanding as one worked in the wattdfith the sounds, sights, and
smells of disease and decay. Faulkner was naiutdor the work, as in March she

became "seriously ill* and by May 1917 had joinke library prograni>

Apparently Faulkner found library work no more sttctory than she did
nursing, as in October 1917, having "recently catgal a six months' course in library
methods" she took "a position with the Redondo Watempany,®® In May 1919
Faulkner changed jobs again, moving over to thed&dCompany, where she worked as
a bookkeeper! Finally, on April 4, 1920, Faulkner left the wamg world behind her,
becoming the bride of Carlton J. Hogle, a gradoatbe RUHS class of 1915, employed
as a chemist Carl and Lela had one son, Carl, Jr. Lela Farkied August 18, 1979

at the age of eighty-thré@.

34 Founded in 1903 with five beds in a two-story heusy 1917 the hospital was
a 100-bed, "thoroughly modern" facility, the "firsajor hospital built in Los Angeles of
reinforced concrete, and located in "one of thetrdesirable residential neighborhoods
in the city." "About Us, History,Methodist Hospitgl2011,
http://www.methodisthospital.org/ABOUTUS/Pages/digtaspx.

% Redondo RefleMarch 30, 1917.

3% "personal Mention,Redondo ReflexDctober 19. 1917.

37 "personals--Local ItemsRedondo RefleMay 2, 1919.

38 »For Bride,"Redondo ReflexApril 6, 1920; "Honoree at ShoweRedondo
Breeze April 16, 1920; "Faulkner-Hogle NuptialsRedondo Breezépril 23, 1920.

%9 California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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While Faulkner left nursing and tried librarianshisary Forbes finished the
library course and then went for nurse's trairfthgrorbes and her younger sister Ester
were born in Colorado, Mary on April 27, 1898 araldt three years later. Mary's
father, James E. Forbes was a brick manufactur@olarado Springs in 1900, but by
1912 the family was in Redondo Beach, and by 1220e$ had taken up that ever-
popular Redondo Beach occupation, real eétatdary Forbes graduated from the
RUHS in 1917, and started her library training indiiaéely thereaftet? However, she
apparently went directly from finishing the libracgurse to starting the nursing course,
which she completed around October of 1820 he nurse's training took, as in May
1921 she was working at the Methodist Hospitaind was promoted to "assistant
superintendent of the Orthopedic hospital" in Fabyul922* It was probably there that
she met Erland Thomsen, a physiotherapist origiriedin Copenhagen, Denmark. In
1923 Mary, then about twenty-five years old, gapenursing to marry Erland, about
thirty-nine. They had two children, Allan D., wiged in just after his twenty-third
birthday, in 1948, and David E. (Erland D.) Thom&&mMary Forbes Thomsen died

December 25, 1985. She was eighty-seven year$ old.

40"personal Mention,Redondo Reflexiune 14, 1918.

*1U.S. Census, 1900; "Local ReflexionR&dondo Refleaugust 9, 1912; U.S.
Census, 1920.

“2 RHUS, The Pilot IV, 1924, 50.

43 "personals--Local ItemsRedondo RefleXOctober 8, 1920.

“ "personals--Local ltemsRedondo RefleMay 27, 1921.

> "News for Home Lovers,Redondo Reflexrebruary 3, 1922.

% U.S. Census, 1930.

4" California Death Index, 1940-1977.
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"Burney, Miriam (wid C C)": The Second Assistant Librarian, 1917

The first four library students of 1917 set thetgat for those who came after,
namely that more women took the course but nevekeudbin a library than took the
course and did pursue library work. In additidre influence of the Edison Company on
female employment in Redondo can already be ssdawaof the four women took jobs
there before leaving work entirely for marriageneTlexception among the 1917 cohort

was the last woman to start library training theary Mrs. Miriam N. Burney.

Miriam (variously spelled as Merian, Maryam andreamie) Nelson Burney
was born July 19, 1885. A native of Missouri, Beyrlater told an interviewer that she
was raised in Texas. She graduated from Texasty tUniversity in 1905, making her
the only college graduate to take the library ceurShe married in 1908 the
preponderance of evidence suggests to Percy CeBuan electrician from El Paso,
Texas*® Burney's daughter Mary Nelson Burney was borrbéginning of June 1922,
so, when her husband died in 194i% was left a thirty year-old widow with a fouraye
old daughter to suppott. There is no evidence that Mr. Burney ever live@Redondo

Beach, although Burney listed herself in the 192P5 and 1927 city directories as

“8 Elizabeth Winnmer, interview with Mrs. Miriam NuBney on her retirement,
newspaper clipping hand-dated "7/15/55," City ofl&®lo Beach, Archives, Box 13,
Folder "Library Communications re personnel,” Géfaf the City Clerk.

49U.S. Census, 191Worley's Directory, El Paso Texak910(Dallas: John F.
Worley Directory Co., 1910), 149.

0 "Bjrthday Party,"RedonddReflex, June 7, 1918 reports on the "seventh
birthday of little Mary Nelson Burney . . . on Mamgd'; U.S. Census, 1920; 1930; 1940.

> Winnmer interview; Texas Death Index, 1903-2086slihe death of a Percy C.
Burney in Brewster County, Texas on September 2519
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"wid" followed by the initials of her late husbarfd Nor is it known precisely when or

under what circumstances she came to be in Reddaach.

Like the other library workers, Burney was an aefparticipant in Redondo's
social scene. An avid bridge player, she was almeewf the Entre Nous bridge club,
and her name frequently appeared in the papeteasetond and sometimes first place
winner of their monthly sessiofi$.Even after joining the regular library staff, she
continued to play in the club, while in January1 620 both thé&reezeand theReflex
reported on her success as a hostess, offeringsadelightful afternoon affair on
Thursday at the El JaArms" hotel. "Dainty refresimtis were served buffet fashion,” and
"sweet peas were used effectively for decoratidmlera corsage bouquet of the same
blossoms was presented to each guéstlke Clegg and Catey, she was a member of
the Women's Club, and apparently enjoyed hikingaamping, activities she frequently

engaged in with her daughter and her boss, Lol@légg>

*2Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingc1®21-1922ists
Miriam Burney as "(wid P C)" (Redondo Beach: KaaBamectory Company, 1921), 22
However, the 1925 and 1927 directories list héi(\agl C C)", so it is not certain the
identification of Percy C. Burney of El Paso is@lbogely correct. She dropped the "wid
in the 1931 directory.

>3 "Entre Nous Club,Redondo Breezdlarch 16, 1917; "Entre Nous Club,"
Redondo Breezd\pril 12, 1918; "Society NewsRedondo ReflexOctober 31, 1919;
"Entre Nous Club,Redondo Breez®ctober 11, 1921; "Entre Nous CluRé&dondo
Breeze November 3, 1922

>4 "Entre Nous Club,Redondo Breezdanuary 16, 1920; "Society Notes,"
Redondo ReflexJanuary 16, 1920.

*> "Personal Mention,Redondo Breez®ecember 27, 1918; "Personals--Local
Items,"Redondo ReflexJanuary 10, 1919; "Personals--Local lteriRgtiondo Reflex
June 17, 1921; "Personal and Local Not&gtiondo Breezdune 27, 1921.
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Similar to Clegg, Burney changed addresses fretyestarting as a lodger on
Emerald in 1917° In May 1920 she took up residence with Mrs. Cimialker,
another Texas widow! and the two apparently shared housing from 192 1822,
when Burney and her daughter moved to their neshgpdeted "bungalow" on the
corner of Ruby and Eler4. Burney lived at the Ruby Street address for antpuple of
years before moving to 415 S. Francisca, whergeshained from about 1924 through at
least 1931, even providing house space to librasistant Carlotta Hoye for several
years>® Burney's daughter continued to live with her neofleven after, at the age of
about eighteen, she married, becoming Mrs. Willldinshahan in late 1929 or early
1930%° Although Mary and William H. Shahan are listedhie 1931 Redondo directory,

no employment information is given, and he doesappeear in any censfis.Mary

%6 "personal Mention,Redondo RefleX)ctober 19, 1917; "Birthday Party,"
Redondo ReflexJune 7, 1918.

" Redondo ReflesMay 7, 1920; "Entertains Christmas EvRgdondo Reflex
December 31, 1920; Redonddéermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Directory,1:192
1922 (Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 192l)s& Burney as "h" for
homeowner and Cynthia Walker, (wid R S) as "r"rfmomer, 75.

%8 "News for Home Lovers,Redondo ReflexJanuary 20, 1922; "Personal and
Local Notes,'Redondo Breezé&ebruary 3, 1922.

%9 California State Library, California Public LibsaReports, Redondo Beach
Public Library for 1922 through 193California Public Library Reports (1909-55)
California Library Association Library History Conitiee Records, 1890-1966,
Collection #873, Box 9, Reel 19, hereafter citedGalifornia Public Library Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library, . . ."; city direa¢srfor 1925, 1927 and 1931.

%0 y.S. Census, 1930.

®1 Los Angeles Directory Co.'s Redondo Beach (Cali&)r8ity Directory, 1931
(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1931),.111
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Nelson appears not to have worked, but continudiggpwith her son William Cordes

Shahan, born in July 1931 with her mother at least through 1940.

In October 1917 Burney, thirty-three years old angidow for two years, began
her library career by taking the "course in libramgthods" at the Redondo Beach Public
Library.®* She may have been just exactly the kind of stu@égg had been looking for
since Maud Gillespie left the staff. Older, a widwith a young child to support, Burney
was likely more mature, more in need of the jolal kss likely to run off and get married
than the younger, single students. Finishing these in April 1918, she was promptly
appointed second assistant librarian at a salatyerity-five dollars a montfr, the first
regular salaried employee to be hired since Catey/taken on for two hours a day in
1912. However, in July 1920, in an event whichlddwave ended her career, Burney
was called home to Texas "owing to the illnesseaffather.?® Regrettably, the
newspapers reported, she got there too late, tlarfdying just an hour before her

arrival®’

Burney was not, of course, the first librarian tsaer an abrupt call to home.

Single, and typically childless, unmarried daughigere expected to, figuratively and in

%2 California Birth Index, 1905-1995.

%3 U.S. Census, 1940.

®4 "pPersonal Mention,Redondo RefleXDctober 17, 1917.

® california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibliz Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1918. The report states that Bumaesyto work five hours a day, but it
does not state how many days per week.

® "Entre Nous Club,Redondo Breezduly 16, 1920.

%7 “Arrives Too late to See ParenRedondo Breezduly 23, 1920; "Coming
Home,"Redondo Reflexiuly 23 ,1920.
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some cases literally, keep the home fires burngngaaents became elderly, infirm, or
lost a spouse. Marie Adair had left her positibtha Los Angeles hospital library in
response to just such a summons. Nor was it tselyibrarians who acted in this
manner, as for example Miss Dickson, the supernyipiincipal of the Redondo Beach
grammar schools, who took an "indefinite leavelifemce" to return to Escondido. Her
parents, the announcement in the paper explaine, Wwell along in years" and had
been "requesting her to resign her position arel\ith them for a considerable tim&."
What was unusual in Burney's case was that ratlaer iemaining with her family in
Texas, she returned to Redondo and resumed herawthk library’® In April 1922
Burney was given full-time statd$and then, in 1924, when Catey took over as head of
the library following the resignation of Lola Cledggurney was promoted to the position

of first assistant librariaft.
" . ..Iis spending part of her vacation": The LoneLibrary Worker, 1918-1919

Between 1918 and 1920 the newspapers mentioned s@raen in relation to
the library, but only three of them can positivblyidentified as library students. Three
more were recognized only for their work as theysedlers for the children's weekly
story hour, while one more appears to have beta fiitore than a high school girl filling

what would otherwise have been the idle hours ofrear. With two trained assistants,

%8 "Miss Dickson Leaves HereRedondo Reflexiune 21, 1918.

%9 "Coming Home,'Redondo ReflexSeptember 12, 1920.

"0 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibliz Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1922.

"I News Note49, no. 4 (October 1924): 365; California Publibrary Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library, for the year endimgeJ30, 1925.

189



Catey and Burney, Clegg may have felt it was ngdéomecessary to recruit help for the
library and was content to have a few girls who lddwelp shelve books, assist in the
workroom and, most importantly, give the story hdwut whom she need not put much
effort into in terms of actual training. Or it mhg that, with two assistants, potential

students saw no future jobs in the library, and tbaw no reason to take the class.

A single sentence in the July 12 issue ofReelondo RefleXMiss Nellie Reed is
spending part of her vacation doing library workhe Redondo Beach public library,"
records all that is known about Reed's time inlitrary.”? Nellie's family hailed from
St. Louis, where in 1900 her father worked as ekdlea hardware store and her mother
Jennie was a seamstrédsGeorge and Jennie had been married for abouefeyears
and were both in their forties when their only dhiNellie, was born in California in
September 1902, They moved to Redondo before 1910, where Geonyked as a
building contractor and later as the City Streqiintendent and Building InspectGr.
Not yet sixteen that summer of 19MNllie was one Clegg's youngest students, if,
indeed, that is what she was. If Nellie worke@afiraduating high school in 1920 and
before her marriage in 1925, it was not recorddtiénpages of the city directory, where

her parents continued to appear, but Nellie neicef®d

"2vpersonal MentionRedondo Reflexuly 12, 1918.

"3 U.S. Census, 1900.

" U.S. Census, 1910; California Death Index, 1949719

> U.S. Census, 191®edondo, Hermosa and Manhattan City Directory, 1921
1922(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 1922), 62

® RUHS, The Pilot,IV, 1924, 50.
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In 1925 Nellie appears to have married Edward Heki Miller would have
been about forty-one to Nellie's twenty-two wheeytimarried, and the union may have
had a touch of romance, as Miller listed his empiegt in 1930 as a musician in a
band’’ In 1940 the couple were still in Los AngelesenehEdward was a music teacher
with his own studio, and Nellie, now going by Nelieorked as a general secret&tyBy
1945 the couple had divorced, and Nelia marriedcelars Carleton Nolte, a second
marriage for him as welf’ Nelia Nolte died September 10, 1984, just twoksd®efore

her eighty-second birthd&y

The distraction of the Great War, which was folloWmy the Great Influenza
Epidemic, may have had a negative impact on thiarlbapprentice program, as Reed
appears to have been the only new student-appeeattibe library for about two years,
from March 1917 when Burney completed the prograti the beginning of 1919, when
Rachel Thayer started it. Redondo had the migierta lose its long-time resident and
city health officer Dr. Robert Hancock just as tluereached the city in the fall of 1918.

In fact, given his young age, only forty-eight y&atd, and the cause of death,

"U.S. Census, 1930.

8U.S. Census, 1940.

¥ Norton Family Tree, gives the exact date as Sepeerh, 1845 and goes on to
state that the wedding took place in the Methadhsirch in Las Vegas, Nevada. "Norton
Family Tree,"Ancestry.comhttp://trees.ancestry.com/tree/18784779/pers@¥82104;
Missouri Marriage Records, 1805-2002.

8 california Death Index, 1940-1997, lists "Crowdas'her mother's maiden
name, which is correct. Moreover, the Notle'stjgiravestone in San Bernardino also
bears the name "Jennie K. Reed," Nellie's moth#nnie K. Crowder ReedFind A
Grave,.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSIn=REE&GSpartial=1&GSbyrelgHSst=6&GScntry=4&GSsr
=2601&GRid=21830695&.
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pneumonia, Hancock may have been one of its cassfitDr. Atlas Hembree, himself
only forty-nine years old, stepped in, orderinguarmgntine, first of the grammar school,
then the high school, and finally "closing all ctiues, theatres, dance halls, the plunge,
lodges and prohibiting the congregation of peopleng place."” Even the billiard hall
was closed? as were the public libraries in Redondo and Heartlzeache®. The
guarantine was briefly lifted in late November,idgrwhich time the libraries were open
to exchange books, although the reading room resdaitosed” Both Hermosa and
Redondo took the typical course of fumigating tbieimed books, and Redondo
fumigated the library as welf. However, the quarantine was reinstated withirsdapd
patrons were only allowed to return books, buttake them ouf® The quarantine was
fully and finally lifted in late December, but niottime for Christmas, and most

businesses and, of course, the schools did nqter-ontil after New Year's day 1939.

81."Dr. Hancock, Humanity's Fried, Passes to BeyoReglondo Breez€©ctober
18, 1918; U.S. Census, 1900 gives his birth as Kiay0.

82»Fall In Line on QuarantineRedondo Breez®ctober 18, 1918.

8 "Hermosa Combats Influenzagedondo ReflexOctober 18, 1918

84 »Quarantine is Half Lifted; Church and School Qhlgedondo Breeze
November 15, 191&Redondo RefleNovember 15, 1918. "Quarantine Will Be Lifted on
Everything Saturday,Redondo Breez&lovember 22, 1918.

8| ibrary Opens Monday,Redondo ReflesNovember 22, 1918.

8 "Open to Accept BooksRedondo ReflexDecember 18, 1918; "Return Library
Books This Week or the NextRedondo Breez®ecember 13, 1918.

87"Quarantine Again Lifted,Redondo Breez®ecember 17, 1918.
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"The popular story hour": The Storytellers, 1919-1920

In May 1919 the story-hour was "revived," with \an Amet "placed in
charge.®® Amet was the first of three young women who betw&919 and the close of
1920 were indentified in the newspapers as "theytiter,” but who do not appear to
have been actual students of Clegg's library couranging in age between fifteen and
twenty-two, no particular trait, characteristic,ement presents itself to indicate why
these women did not join Clegg's more formal prograNot surprisingly, though, none

of the three went on to further library work.

Vivian and her older sister Ruth, both born imitlis, were the daughters of
Edward Hill Amet and Grace E. Carpent&rGrace apparently died, however, as in
1905 Edward, forty-four years old, married Margah@ia Schumacher, fifteen years his
junior.®® Amet was a successful inventor, starting out \whbnographs and then going
into the field of motion picture projectors. Hisdt-known products were the
magniscope, produced with partner George Kirke §@ul considered to be the first
practical 35mm movie projector, as well as a loagge lens! He also produced his
own movies and is credited with being the firstge miniatures in movies, including a

film version of the Battle of Santiago Balhe Sinking of Cervera's Fleg$ing scale

8 mstory Hour' at Library,Redondo RefleMay 2, 1919. The "revival" of the
story hour was announced on more than one occamioni is not clear whether the
activity was suspended due to lack of a storyt@texhether it was routinely stopped
during the school term and then "revived" durinigcsd vacations.

32 Cook County, lllinois, Marriages Index, 1871-1920.

Ibid.

91 Kirk J. Kekatos, "Edward H. Amet and the Spanishekican War Film,'Film

History 14, no. 3/4 (2002): 405-17.
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models?® Perhaps it was Redondo's inviting climate, combiniH its proximity to the
emerging film industry, which brought the familyttee beach city, first as visitors in the
summer of 1906, but as residents by 1¥1W®ivian graduated from the RUHS in 1916,
but Ruth does not appear as an alumna in the dtydarbooks. She does, however,
appear in the Redondo Beach city directory for 19%&d as a stenographer for

Marshall & Company, a job she apparently continteelold through 1918

Like May and Rose Murray, who had worked in Redameéarly reading room, or
the current librarian Emma Catey and her sistemidinthe Amet sisters formed an
inseparable union, and sometime before the en@1® the two set off for San Jose,
California, where they took up residence in thegldendome. Ruth became the
secretary to Edwin K. Johnston, the managing edittine San Josgercury, while
Vivian opened a "select dancing schobl.Vivian remained involved in the world of
dance even after her marriage to Eric K. Johnston,of Ruth's boss, and himself a
journalist for the paper. Her name appeared relgulareports in the Oaklan@ribune

about various fetes and festivals at which Mrs.idivAmet Johnston's pupils performed

92 Stephen Herbert, "Edward Hill AmetVho's Who of Victorian Cinema004,
http://www.victorian-cinema.net/amet.

93 "Gone to RedondoArizona RepublicanJune 27, 1906; U.S. Census, 1910.
The Amets were sufficiently well-off that the 19@port of their summer trip to
Redondo noted they would be staying in Redonde'stigious Hotel Redondo.

% Resident and Business Directory Redondo Beach anchésa-Manhattan
Beaches1915-1916 (Redondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 1@s Angeles City
Directory, 1917(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Company, 19288 Los
Angeles City Directory, 191@ os Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Company, 1918)
256.

% "gociety,"Reno Evening GazeftBecember 10, 1919; California, Voter
Registrations,1900-1968; 1926-1928.

194



a dance, with titles like "The Dance of the Fruibgsom," choreographed especially for
the occasion by Mrs. Johnston hersBliivian's marriage to Eric Johnston appears to
have lasted about fifteen years, during which thagh Amet lived with them. But by
1936 Vivian and Ruth had returned to Hermosa B&aohly to move again, to Laguna
Beach, by 1948% Then, sometime between 1944 and 1948, Mrs. Vifiaret Johnston
became Mrs. Vivian Amet Shafét.Ruth continued to live with Vivian and her second
husband until her own death on July 5, 1955, aatesof only sixty-two. Vivian, who
until then had spent her entire life in the compahker sister, died forty-one years later,

on July 27, 1996, five months short of her one hedth birthday >

Amy Goodwin was seventeen years old and still éedads a student in the high
school when in late 1919 she took over the storyreplacing Amet™ Like her
predecessor, it appears that Goodwin never paatipin the formal apprentice program.

Born in lllinois in June 1902 Amy, her parents, dr&d younger brother Carl were living

% "3aratoga Fete Is Opened with Regal Splenddakland TribuneMarch 20,
1924; "The Modesto, 3 Star Acts Standard Vaudeyelivian Amet Johnson's Dancing
Baby Ballerinas'," an advertisement in edesto News-Herajduly 18, 1926;
"Blossom Fete in Readines§)akland TribuneMarch 17, 1929; "State, Cities and
Towns to Observe Independence Day, Sunnyvale seRt@all, Nation Ballet,"
Oakland TribungJune 30, 1929; "Saratoga Opens 32nd Annual Blo$sste,"Oakland
Tribung March 22, 1931; "Blossom Fete To Be Opené&hgkland TribuneMarch 25,
1932.

%7 Callifornia, Voter Registrations,1900-1968; 1936.

% U.S. Census, 1940.

% California, Voter Registrations,1900-1968; 194948.

190 california Death Index, 1940-1997. Per www.findgag.com Ruth's death
was due to cirrhosis of the liver. "Ruth Amdijhd a Grave
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSIn=AM&GSpartial=1&GSbyrel=al8Sst=6&GScntry=4&GSsr
=3841&GRid=7940389&.

101 party at Library,'Redondo ReflexDecember 26, 1919.
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in Redondo Beach, where Amy's father was workinglasksmith in a car shop in
19101%? Census and city directory listings indicate Anfgther changed jobs

frequently, so that in 1915 he was an employedé®Montgomery & Mullin Lumber
Company > later becoming a watchman at the Standard Oil Gompy* and then
returning to the lumber industry with the Patternviea Lumber Company in 1925, where

he still was in 1931°°

Even though she was still enrolled as a studetitarnigh school, Goodwin listed
her occupation on the 1920 census as "childretéstaimer,*® and she continued on in
the position after her graduation in June 1820TheBreezewent so far as to describe
her as "a member of the library staff," in 199balthough there is no evidence she was

ever actually paid for her work. By the close 82@ however, Ruth Parsons had taken

192 california Death Index, 1940-1997; U.S. Censud019

193 Resident and Business Directory Redondo Beach anthésa-Manhattan
Beaches, 1915-191®edondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 25.

194U.S. Census, 192®edondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City
Directory, 1921-192ZRedondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 1921), 36

1% Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dirgc1®25-1926
(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 1925)U46, Census, 193®edondo
Beach (California) City Directory, 193(Los Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory Co,
1931), 62.

1%y.s. Census, 1920.

197 RUHS, The Pilot,IV, 1924, 49.

198 »story Hour at Library,'Redondo Breez&jay 7, 1920, which once again used
the term "revived;" "Back on Library StaffRedondo Breez&eptember 17, 1920.
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over the storytelling dutie? and the 1921 Redondo city directory gives the more

prosaic "bookkeeper” for the Redondo Milling Compas Goodwin's occupatidn’

The high school yearbodkhe Pilotreported Amy Goodwin as single and living
in Redondo Beach in 1924, but for the next neaviy dlecades there is no evidence of
her whereabouts. Then, in 1972, now seventy yadrshe appears in San Bruno,
California, as the new bride of sixty-three-yeai-blelville Stinson Holmes, not
surprisingly a second marriage for hith. Amy L. Goodwin thus takes the honor of
being Redondo library's oldest associate to con&rdicst marriage, exceeding Lola A.
Clegg by about fifteen years. Amy L. Goodwin Hosmked October 23, 1986 at the age

of eighty-four'*2

As noted above, Ruth Parsons, only fifteen yeatsreplaced Goodwin as the
library's storyteller in December 19285. She became the last of the Redondo Beach
girls to be specifically identified with that titleRuth's parents, William and Annie,
immigrated from England in 1886. They settled @amfsylvania where they had six
children, all daughters* By 1920 the family, now consisting of Ruth, harents and

one older sister, made their way to Redondo Beahbre her father worked as a

199 Story Hour,"Redondo RefleyDecember 31, 1920.

Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingc1®21-1922
(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 1921), 36

111 california Marriage Index, 1960-1985.

112 California Death Index, 1940-1997. The Indexsliste mother's maiden name
for Amy L. Holmes as "Robinson," which is corretiaking the identification fairly
certain.

113 story Hour,"Redondo ReflexDecember 31, 1920.

114y.s. Census, 1900.
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machinist for the oil company and her sister worlied bookkeeper at a bark.Clegg
described Parsons as "a remarkable story téffegtd she was evidently a capable
young lady, for when she was still only seventeeary old and a student at the high
school, she appeared alongside Clegg at a medtthg ®&edondo Beach Parent-
Teachers Association. While Clegg talked aboubshuy books for children, Parsons's
presentation "told how she interested the childnehe telling of stories of adventure,
fairy stories and stories of good moral’"Parsons continued as the storyteller until
September 1922, when she left Redondo to stadedas the University of Southern
California in Los Angele$'® The Redondo Beach city directory for 1927 liseedsons
as a teacher, as did the 1930 census, where sheowated in nearby La Crescent.
However, while the 1940 census indicates that ¥hiliand Annie Parsons still lived in

Redondo Beach, there is no further information athRafter 193G2°
The Library Students: 1919-1920

While the library used the local high school gidscover storytelling duties,
Clegg simultaneously took on three regular librstiydents. The students were older
than the storytellers, ranging in age from ninetgesar-old Gertruda Houze to Fern

Rhein who, at forty-one, was the oldest of all tédg's students. Rhein was also the

15.s. Census, 1920.

118 san Austin, "Public Library Up-To-Date and WelttRaized,"Redondo
Reflex August 22, 1922.

117%p T A. Meeting,"Redondo RefleMay 12, 1922.

118 "News for Home Lovers,Redondo ReflexSeptember 22, 1922.

9Kaasen's Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beachg®@dctory, 1927
(Los Angeles: Kaasen Directory Co., 1927), 86; C&nsus, 1930.

120.S. Census, 1940.
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only apprentice who was married at the time shk the course. In between Houze and
Rhein in age was Rachel Thayer, thirty-two yeadsawid living with her mother and
invalid father. All of the formal students of ®&nd 1920 went on to work in libraries,
although Houze's career appears to have been attghfamily circumstances. By
contrast, after 1920 not a single one of Cleggidesits would be over the age of

nineteen, and only two of the eight would go offiicary work.

The daughter of a locomotive engineer, Fern Rheaé Robinson) was born in
lowa on December 6, 1879" She married Lester Washington Rhein, an eleatrici
about ten years her junior, in about 1909. Thed/dvae son, Lloyd, born in October
1910. By 1917 the Rheins were living in Hermosadbe where Lester worked as an
electrician with the Edison Compaffy. Rhein's interest in library work may have been
sparked in 1919, when she joined Mrs. Jessie Sgikuns in writing a book review
column for theRedondo Breez&® Ultimately Rhein became a student at the library,
completing the course in January 192band then joining the library staff as a regular
substitute® In 1925 Rhein received the appointment to headHrmosa Beach

library.*® Still married and working at the Hermosa library1930+?’ by 1931 Fern and

121 |.owa, Births and Christenings Index, 1857-195% \Census, 1880.

122\World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918.

123vReport of Librarian,'Redondo Reflexjuly 23, 1920.

124vpersonal and Local NotesRedondo Breezdanuary 16, 1920.

125vAnnual Library Report Shows Need of BuildingReédondo Breezduly 8,
1921.

126 california, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 19i&4s| Rhein as a housewife;
Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingci925-1926Redondo Beach:
Kaasen Directory Company, 192%88.

'?7U.S. Census, 1930.
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Lester Rhein had evidently separated, as the dingédr Hermosa Beach listed Rhein
living alone’?® By 1940 Lester Rhein had remarried, a secondiaugrifor both
partners=>® Fern Rhein remained at the Hermosa Beach lihratiyat least 1940, but by
1943 she had resigned and moved to the San Diego @ossibly to be near her son, who
had joined the Rosicrucians and was living at theinpound in Oceanside in 1938.

Fern Robinson Rhein died in San Diego County onustd@2, 1943 at the age of sixty-

three!®!

In Clegg's annual report to the California Staterarian for the year ending
1918-1919, Rachel Thayer was the only studentlisfe Thayer was one of two children
born to George E. and Minerva Thayer of Massaclkais@hayer's brother Robert
remained behind in Massachusetts when Rachel anghhents moved to California, first
to San Gabriel, where Rachel's father, quite niytzecame an orange grower, and then

to Redondo Beach> When George Thayer died in August 1921 his objtdascribed

128| os Angeles Directory Co's Redondo Beach (Calify@ity Directory 1931,
(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1931),.240

129U.S. Census, 1940.

130y.S. Census, 1930. Rosicrucian (Rosy Cross)feei@ve their roots in the
14th Century. After passing through the Enlightentmand mixing with Freemasonry,
several schools emerged in the early 19th Centlihe Rosicrucian Fellowship, of
which Lloyd Rhein was a member, was founded in 190®%lax Heindel. The
international headquarters, Mount Ecclesia, in @sigle, California, was opened on
October 28, 1911The Rosicrucian Fellowshiphttp://www.rosicrucian.com/;
"Rosicrucianism, Wikipedig http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosicrucianism.

131 California Death Index, 1940-1997.

132 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1919.

33 U. S. Census, 1900; 1910.
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him as having been "an invalid for about four yg¢'dt$and it is possible that her father's
ill-health prompted Thayer, at thirty-one years, atdtake the library training. The exact
trajectory of Thayer's early library career is \difficult to follow, as some of the
information appears to be contradictory. For examphile she is listed as a student in
the 1918-1919 report to the State Librarian, slasg listed as a student taking six
months instruction in the 1919-1920 report, whigttHer stated that she was "now
employed" at the LAPE* Based on reports from Redondo Beach and the boglas
Public Library, it appears that Thayer, after cogtiplg her training under Clegg, spent
some time at the Hermosa Beach library beforengitine 1920-1921 training class of
the LAPL'® Then, after finishing the class in Los Angelelsaffer accepted a position
with the Long Beach Public Librafy’ Thayer's parents accompanied her to Long
Beach, where, just five months after their arrivi; father died. As late as 1944, she

was still working at the Long Beach library, butarmation beyond that date has not

been found3®

134"Former Redondo Beach Resident Digggtiondo ReflexAugust 26, 1921.

135 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1920.

136 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1919; "Many Visit the LibrariRedondo RefleXAugust 15, 1919; "Get
Library Appointments,Redondo Breezélay 21, 1920.

137 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibli® Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1920ps Angeles Public Librarylhirty-Third Annual Report of the
Board of Directors of the Los Angeles Public Likyat920-192XLos Angeles, 1921)
40; News Note46, no. 4 (October 1921): 528; "Visits Her Friefiddedondo Reflex
October 6, 1922 also describes Thayer as having lom Redondo "to the Los
Angeles public library for the course there" befimiaing the Long Beach library.

1384 ocal Library Staff Attend Parley in Los Angelésong Beach Independent
March 21, 1943; California, Voter RegistrationspQ91968; 1944.
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Also receiving instruction at the Redondo Beachliedlbrary in 1919-1920 was
nineteen year-old Gertruda Houze. Her parentghEsgiascoigne and William A.
McCormick were married in about 1897. They had thiddren, William G., born in
lllinois May 2, 1898, and Gertruda E., born in @athia in 1901:*° before they divorced.
Edith and the children returned to her native dligy where on December 16, 1908 she
married Fernand Houze, a glass-worker originatyrfiBelgium**° By 1910 the
Houzes, with William and Edith now using their Segper's surname, had returned to
California}** arriving in Redondo around 1920, where Fernanckemgs a glassmaker

and William as a stock clerk for the glass faciorpeighboring Torranc¥*?

Not long after they settled in Redondo, Gertrudgalpethe library training course,
completing it in June 1920. She was immediatelgdjialong with her fellow student
Thayer, by the Los Angeles Public Librdfy. TheBreezereported that Thayer had been
assigned to the catalogue department, "while Mizszd's assignment is in the
socialoloigical [sic] department,” the appointmetatsommence June’t* As noted
above, it appears from reports of the LAPL thatyenavas not, in fact, taken on as an
employee, but rather as a student. But, the arrepaltof the LAPL for the year ending

September, 1920 did, indeed, list Houze as a "fuatiendant” in the "Sociology

139 California Death Index, 1940-1997; U.S. Censug019

140 cook County, lllinois, Marriages Index, 1871-1920;S. Census, 1910.
William McCormick also remarried, in 1906.

141U.S. Census, 191Gty Directory of Pomona..., 191(Los Angeles: Los
Angeles City Directory Co, 1911), 114-115.

142y, s. Census, 1920; "Obituarygedondo Breezdanuary 7, 1921.

143 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1920.

144 "Get Library Appointments,Redondo Breezélay 21, 1920.
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Department*® Houze's tenure at the LAPL was short, howevein #se first days of
January 1921 her mother died, the result of petigf{® Her mother's death no doubt
called Houze home to Redondo, where she workedegutar substitute at the Redondo

library through 1922#" No further information regarding Gertruda hasrbleeated.
"No Chance for Carnegie Library": The Redondo Beach Library in 1920

Despite the closure of the library for seventy-thays on "account of
Influenza,™*® Clegg reported the year 1918-1919 as "the bugasstin the history of the
library,” and by 1920 she was again campaigningfliorary building. The "physical
situation,” she complained in her report to thedilyp Board of Trustees was overcrowded
and difficult, and she went on to paint two coldgictures of the future. The first
scenario, she wrote, was "one in which our kind fattiful patrons are running round
Robin Hood's barn to avoid collisions among thekstand side-stepping to keep from
falling over piles of books stacked on the floomhe second picture she presented was
one of "a comfortable, well-constructed library reyraentrally located, with ample space
for shelving books, and with spacious and attraateading rooms, both for adults and

juvenile patrons**°

145 os Angeles Public LibraryThirty-Second Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library, 191920 (Los Angeles: n.p., 1920), 9.

146 "Mrs. Houze Dies SuddenlyRedondo ReflexJanuary 7, 1921; "Obituary,”
Redondo Breezdanuary 7, 1921.

147»Annual Library Report Shows Need of BuildingRedondo Breezduly 8,
1921; "Around About Town,Redondo Breezéugust 4, 1922.

148 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1919.

149vReport of Librarian,'Redondo Reflexjuly 23, 1920.
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In February 1920 the library's trustees submitiadgand drawings to the city's
trustees for the addition of a wing to the City Halbe constructed between the existing
structure and the fire hall. In their presentatothe city Board of Trustees the library's
trustees suggested that an addition, rather tis@parate building, could be funded from
the general funds, "thus saving for the time béinegnecessity of a bond issue for such
purpose.**® As usual, a subcommittee of the Board of Trustezsformed to
investigate the questidi: which at the next meeting of the Board of Trusteesweeks
later recommended referring the entire matter hactke library board>? with
instructions to "communicate with the Carnegieitot# Fund and find out what could be

done in the matter®®

Numerous other libraries in the region had beeit bging Carnegie money. In
San Diego in 1899 Lydia Horton, wife of library pat Alonzo Horton, secretary of the
library's Board of Trustees, and president of ihgscprestigious Wednesday Club,
solicited Andrew Carnegie for funds for the constian of a library buildind>*
Carnegie responded with a grant of a grant of 8D erect a suitable library

building,"*> which opened to the public in 1902, the first Gayie library in

150"present Plans for Addition to LibraryRedondo Breez&ebruary 6, 1920.

151 Minutes, February 2, 1920.

152 Minutes, February 16, 1920

1534 ibrary Forging Ahead,Redondo Reflexebruary 27, 1920.

154 Elizabeth C. MacPhail, "Lydia Knapp Horton: a ‘eiated' Woman in Early
San Diego'The Journal of San Diego Histo®y, no. 1 (Winter 1981),
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/81winter/fpahtm.

15 william E. Smythe, "Part Six, Chapter V: The PaHlibrary," in History of
San Diego, 1542-190&an Diego: San Diego History Co., 1908), 610-15,
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/books/smythe/6-5.htm
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California’®® The Pomona Public Library received a grant in1180d opened its new
building in 1903">’ Santa Monica applied for its Carnegie grant i63.&nd opened the
new library building in 1904°® San Pedro applied for and received money in 1905,
opening in 1906>° Even Long Beach, which first applied for fundsLB02 but was not
able to reach an agreement with the Carnegie argoin until 1908, opened a Carnegie

library in 1909*°°

But Redondo Beach was too late to the party, ferddlst Carnegie library grant in
California was given to the Orosi branch of theafalCounty library system in 191%
By the time Clegg was finally given permission ppby for funds in 1920 the great
library philanthropist was dead, and had been dotesmonths®* More importantly, the
Carnegie Corporation, under the leadership of J&eesam, Carnegie's personal
secretary, had already commissioned Charles Ciamidlon to conduct a study of all the
professional library schools in the country, sigmawhat would become the fund's new

focus on library education, rather than constructidhus in March 1920 the Redondo

1581 ucy Kortum, "About this Project: The Carnegie tabes of California,"
Carnegie Libraries of Californid, 999, http://www.carnegie-libraries.org/.

157 Pomona Public Library, "The Pomona Public LibrakyCentennial
Chronology,"Pomona Public Library
http://www1.youseemore.com/pomona/about.asp?p=28.

18 santa Monica Public Library, "History of the SaManica Public Library,"
Santa Monica Public Libraryhttp://smpl.org/Library_History.aspx.

19 Lucy Kortum, "San PedroCarnegie Libraries of California2009,
http://www.carnegie-libraries.org/.

180 R. Winston Tucker, "One-Story Shack Housed Libtarpng Beach
IndependentFebruary 7, 1961.

161 Kortum, "Orosi, Tulare CountyCarnegie Libraries of California2009
http://www.carnegie-libraries.org/

162 Andrew Carnegie died August 11, 1919.
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Beach library Board of Trustees received a lettfariming it that "the Carnegie Institute
has discontinued all donations to libraries owimghte conditions incident to the war."
The request would be held in their file, and "worddeive consideration as soon as a
change took placé®® In October that same year Bertram was rather ilorg, stating,
"There has been no change in the library buildifgaon . . . and | am quite unable to
foretell any date for the resumption of libraryIdinig activities.*®* Redondo Beach

would not get a Carnegie library.

In Redondo Beach, with her efforts to get a libdamlding once again at an
impasse, and with the interest in her library mdghclass flagging, Clegg may have had
one further reason to be distracted from all thiifgsry. Louis Molnar was back in
town, and Lola A. Clegg, forty-eight years old andonfirmed spinster, was falling in

love.

183 Minutes, March 15, 1920; "Again Discusses Libraddition," Redondo
Breeze March 19, 1920.
164"No Chance for Carnegie LibraryRedondo Breez©ctober 1, 1920.
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Chapter Six
Marian and Other Maids:
Librarianship and Women's Work in Redondo Beac2019924

Redondo's "former mayor" returned from the waninel1919. Born October 29,
1872, in Pennsylvania, Louis Molnar was the onlywising child of five born to Sarah
Jane Webber and Hungarian immigrant George Molhauis spent most of his youth in
Colorado where, sometime between 1885 and 188@aféedabout twenty years of
marriage, his parents divorcédA graduate of the State Teachers' College of @dlf
Molnar taught school and then worked as a stenbgrap Denver before moving, with
his mother, to Washington, D. C. where he worked eterk for the Navy. According
to a biography printed in tHeeflexMolnar studied law at night while he was in
Washington, graduating from the National Universiagv Schoof Returning to Denver

after several years, he took up stenographic wode anore, but by 1914 he moved to

' U.S. Census, 1900.

> Redondo Reflexrebruary 15, 1918.

3Ballenger & Richards Twenty-fifth Annual Denvenhitirectory for 1897
(Denver: Ballenger & Richards, 1897), 775 lists lama teacheBallenger & Richards
Twenty-seventh Annual Denver City Directory ford89enver: Ballenger & Richards,
1899), 817, indentifies him as a stenographerpas the 1900 edition.

*"Told in Departments,The Washington PqsAugust 9, 1908 reports him as
being granted eleven days vacation leave fromhhecau of yards and docks," listed
under the Navy DepartmenBoyd's Directory of the District of Columbia, 1906
(Washington, D. C.: R. L. Polk & Co., 1906), 828emtifies him as "clk navy," living
with his mother, Sarah J.

® Redondo Reflexrebruary 15, 1918
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California, where he set up a law practice in Log@les® and went into business with
two partners in Redondo Beach, where they built@etated the Hygienic Ice

Company.

In March 1916 Molnar ran an aggressive campaigel@ction to the Redondo
Beach Board of Trustees, advertising his yeargeofise "with the United States
government” and touting his letter of endorsemeothfGeorge A. Carlson, a former
friend from his student days at the Colorado Sta@chers' College who just happened
to be the current governor of that sthtele was one of the top three vote-getters in the
election, and after a gentlemen's round of nononatihe was unanimously elected the
president of the board by his fellow trustees, b@og the official "mayor” of Redondo
Beach on April 24, 1918. His tenure on the board was cut short howevetheentry of
the United States into World War I. He volunteetmat at the age forty-five he was
rejected for regular service. Not to be deniedgglied for and received a commission
from the Adjutant General's Office, and so on Fabyu5, 1918, both thReflexand the

Breezeaeported his resignation from the Board of Trusieemnticipation of his

®Los Angeles City Directory,1914, Including San Reaind Wilmingtor{Los
Angeles: Los Angeles City Directory Company, 191446;Los Angeles City
Directory, 1915,Including San Pedro and Wilmingtdhos Angeles: Los Angeles
Directory Company, 1915),1463.

" City of Redondo BeadBoard of Trustees Minutes, December 14 and December
28, 1914, City of Redondo Beach, Office of the @lgrk,
http://www.redondobeach.org/City Clerks Departmidirilites, hereafter cited as
"Minutes"”; Redondo Reflexanuary 1, 191%Resident and Business Directory, Redondo
Beach and Hermosa-Manhattan Beaches, 191@Reg8londo Beach: C. H. Turner,
1916), 35.

®Redondo Reflemarch 17, 1916Redondo ReflesMarch 31, 1916Redondo
Reflex April 7, 1916.

° Minutes, April 17, 1916; Minutes, April 24, 1916.
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departure for Franc®. In Europe he seems to have served primarilydoldic relations
role, supporting efforts by the Y.M.C. A. and tilee| and sending back a steady stream

of letters, essays really, which were publishedwsteely in theBreeze'

On his return to Redondo in 1919 he continued &atpore law and write stories
under the penname Deka ParSed@he stories were eventually collected and pubtisin
book form with the titleDeka Parsec, Shell-Shocked Views of tif@y 1923 Molnar
was doing publicity work for the Redondo Beach @har of Commerc¥ It was
during these years that Molnar and Clegg formealationship, about which not a single
word appeared in the pages of the papers. Clelggsevevery vacation involved a trip to
the mountains to camp and hike, and Molnar, whoahegputation as a prodigious
walker?® conducted their courtship out of the city, takihg bus out to Point Fermin in

San Pedro and then walking back, a distance oftdlftaen miles.

At the same time that Clegg may have been incrghsthstracted from the

library training course, the young women of RedoBe@ach had growing reasons to be

19 Minutes, February 11, 1918; "Mayor Molnar QuitsaBto Serve the
Government,’'Redondo Breezé&ebruary 15, 191&edondo RefleXebruary 15, 1918;
Redondo Refle?2, 1918.

1 "Receives Letter From L. MolnariRedondo Breezé/lay 10, 1918.

12'Eormer Mayor ReturnsRedondo Reflexiune 29, 1919;"Helping to Build
Rome," April 22, 1921, about Rome and the Coliseanather article, this one on the
Sistine Chapel appeared April 29, 1921.

13 mDeka Parsec' in Book FormRedondo Breez®ecember 2, 1921; Louis
Molnar, Deka Parsec, Shell-shocked Views of [lifes Angeles: Grafton Publishing
Corporation, 1921). The book is available in selvéiféerent reprints, and can be
purchased through Amazon.com or B&N.com.

14 "personals,Redondo Refledugust 31, 1923.

1> Redondo Reflexrebruary 22, 1918; "Well Known Pair Spring Suspit
Redondo RefleXAugust 22, 1924.
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less drawn to it. Prior to 1917, ten and possébiywen (the fate of Jane Blair in Oregon
is simply too vague to draw any conclusions) ofalghteen students of the library class
went on to work for some period in a library. Tdwailability of library work close to
home during these years was a major factor in Qesygcess rate, as three of the women
never worked beyond the doors of the Redondo BBadblic Library, and another three
never ventured further from home than the coungytin library in neighboring Hermosa
Beach. Only one, Elsie Speece, took up work imtbee distant San Diego, aided, no
doubt by the fact that her family had recently ¢éitbere and that, as an only child and
only daughter, her parents were willing to movewrier when she got the job offer.
After 1917 Clegg faced two obstacles in attracpotential career librarians to her
program, first a lack of local library positionsdasecond the opening of new and in

many ways more attractive job opportunities for veonm Redondo Beach.
"For Apprentice Help Given": The Last to Be Named, 1921-1923

In her annual report to the library's Board of Tees for 1920-1921 Clegg
thanked not only her "substitutes, Mrs. Fern Riagid Miss Gertrude Houze" but also
expressed appreciation for the "apprentice helprgouring the year by Miss Grace
Winget, Miss Blorkland and Miss Helen Moor8."Clegg also acknowledged Winget in

her annual report to the State Library, descriliagas a "senior student of Redondo

8 »Annual Library Report Shows Need of BuildingRédondo Breezduly 8,
1921.
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High School [who] received instruction after schholirs and Saturdays’ Grace Adele
Winget was the fourth child of James and Minnie y¢ita Born in Los Angeles on May
19, 1904'® she was about eleven years old when her fathdrdand about sixteen
when in September 1920 she "registered at theglibwary to take the library course,
under the supervision of Miss Lola Cled§.'Graduating high school in June 1921,
Grace apparently did not pursue library work. éasttheBreezereported that in
September 1921 she was "registered for the homeados course” in the "postgraduate
class at the Union High schodf"Two years later, in 1923, she was enrolled as a
freshman at UCLA, listed as a member of the "Kigdeten Club" in the school's
yearbool?® and by 1926 she was working as a teacher in Lagks®® In the 1930
census Winget was recorded as the "head" of thedhmid, a teacher in the public
schools living with her widowed mother in RedondeaBh?® It must have been shortly

thereafter that Winget married Guy Payne, who b401®as employed as the foreman of

17 California State Library, California Public LibsaReports, Redondo Beach
Public Library, for the year ending June 30, 1924lifornia Public Library Reports
(1909-55) California Library Association Library History @unittee Records, 1890-
1966, Collection #873, Box 9, Reel 19, hereafterccas "California Public Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library, . . ."

®U. S. Census, 1910.

9 os Angeles City Directory1913 (Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory
Company, 1913), 2043 has a listing for Jas A. Wingentr. Similarly the 191bos
Angeles City Directory, 1914 0s Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Company, 1915),
2149. However, the 1916 edition, lists "Minnievied J. A.",Los Angeles City
Directory, 1916(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Company, 192604.

20T Take Library CourseRedondo Breez&eptember 17, 1920.

? Redondo Union High Schodfhe Pilot,IV, 1924, 51.

2 vpersonals,Redondo Breez&eptember 23, 1921.

23 The Southern Campus, 192Bos Angeles: Mac Printing Company, 1923),
252.

24 Callifornia, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 192828, 1930.

?®U.S. Census, 1930.
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the engineering department for the City of Los Aage Winget continued to work as a
teacher, even after the birth of her daughterjdatin February 193% Grace Winget

Payne died April 11, 1994, just a few weeks befareninetieth birthda§’

Born in Michigan on February 1, 1906, Winget'sdellapprentice, Helen
Elizabeth Moore, was only about fifteen when slagtstl at the Redondo Beach Public
Library, one of the youngest students to work thdkey Wilson Moore, nineteen,
married Martha Sabrina Williams, seventeen, in 130Zhe Moores had four children,
the youngest born in December 1989 Roy was employed as a machinist in Michigan,
but in Redondo Beach he tried his hand at photdgrape and his wife owning the
Eldridge Studic® Evidently the business was not successful, 5989 Roy was again

working as an electrician, now for the Edison Comyp4

In July 1922, sixteen-year-old Helen Moore follalng her apprenticeship at the
Redondo Beach library by enrolling in the "summaurse in the public library school in
Los Angeles.® The course, presumably the one for the "junimmatants" given by the

LAPL during July and August, would, according te Beflex,make her "eligible to take

?®U.S. Census, 1940; California Birth Index, 190989

*T Callifornia Death Index, 1940-1997.

8J.S. Census, 1910.

29 Callifornia Death Index, 1940-1997.

30U.S. Census, 191Resident and Business Directory Redondo Beach and
Hermosa-Manhattan Beachd®915-1916 (Redondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), 36.
Mrs. R. W. Moore is listed as the proprietor of Eidridge Studio, where her husband
worked, 22.

¥ U.S. Census, 1920.

32»At Public Library,"Redondo Reflexiuly 7, 1922.
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up library work in Los Angeles*® Whether Moore failed to pass the course, or was
considered too young to be offered a position,eshéently did not get a job at the

LAPL, instead graduating from the RUHS in the clas$923** What prompted Moore

to try for a position in the LAPL is not known, hilie decision may have been influenced
by the divorce of her parents, which took place stime between 1920 and 19%0By
1930, however, Helen herself had married F. Shetrtae, and had two childrefi.

Hale was, like his father, a draftsman, mechargogineer, and designer, while Helen
busied herself in that favorite Redondo Beach egipént, real estate sal&s.She died

November 11, 1999. She was ninety-three year2®old.

The reference to the third apprentice, "Miss Blarkl," is more difficult to track
down, but may well be a misspelling of "Bjorklun€harles Bjorklund, a blacksmith,
immigrated from Sweden in 1883, while his futurdeydohanna (Hannah) Charlotta
Anderson, immigrated in 1888. They married in St. Paul Minnesota on September 3

1887, and had moved to North Dakota by 1800 all the Bjorklunds had eight

33 »At Public Library,"Redondo Reflexiuly 7, 1922.

% RUHS, The Pilot,IV, 1924, 52.

%5 U.S. Census, 1930. In 1930 Roy Moore, living with widowed mother and a
son, Lawrence, listed himself as "d," while Heliring with another son, Clifford, listed
herself as "m." By 1940, however, Roy had remdrrig. S. Census, 1940.

% "sarah_Larson_tree" gives the exact date of theiage as May 14, 1927.
"Sarah_Larson_treeAncestry.comhttp://trees.ancestry.com/tree/1173441/person/-
1980994982.

37U.S. Census, 1940.

% "Helen Elizabeth Moore HaleFfind A Grave http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSIn=HALE&GSpartial=1&GSbyrel#&GSst=6&GScntry=4&G
Ssr=641&GRid=25600984&.

% U.S. Census, 1910.

%9 Minnesota, Marriages Index, 1849-1950; U.S. Cenk@80; 1910.
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children, one of whom died, and four of whom canith wheir parents to Redondo
Beach, where Charles worked as a blacksmith, ms/sder as a "timekeeper," daughter
Helga as a nurse, and daughter Ruth as a pubtiogr@phef* The one child not
working in early 1920 was twenty-year-old Myrtlelowever, there is no independent
evidence connecting Myrtle Bjorklund to the "Miskikland" of Clegg's report.
Bjorklund married Martin Claude Rogers, a barbesuad 19272 and by 1930, they had
moved, with their two daughters, to Turlock, Catifia, where Martin worked as an oil
driller.”® Myrtle Florence Bjorklund Rogers died March 98@9just a few weeks before

her eighty-seventh birthd4§.

Although Clegg reported giving "instruction and gifree" to eight more students
between 1922 and 1924, Winget, Bjorklund and Maweee the last to be recognized by
name in any of her official reports. Why Cleggpgied naming names after 1921 is not
known. Perhaps with so few students going onbi@ty work she felt there was little
need to record who they were. In fact, of the fixamen identified as library students
from this period based on newspaper reports, avbydid go on, and one of those only
briefly. In the meanwhile, Clegg made one, lagerapt to get a library building for

Redondo Beach.

“1 california, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968, 19R@pondo, Hermosa and
Manhattan Beaches City Directory, 1921-19pRedondo Beach: Kaasen Directory
Company, 1921), 18.

42U.S. Census, 1930. The highly detailed "Bjorklamd Schutt Family Tree"
gives the exact date as April 25, 1923, but thereidocumentation attached to the
entry, "Bjorklund and Schutt Family Treédhcestry.com,
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/16755024/persond2242.

*U.S. Census, 1930.

# California Death Index, 1940-1997.
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"Library Bond Issue is Lost" and Won: 1922-1928

Having missed its chance for a Carnegie librargarny 1922 petitions were
again being circulated calling for a bond electitns time for $100,000--$75,000 for
construction of the building and $25,000 "to bergma location and furniture." Citizens
were urged to sign the petition promptly so thatrmatter could be placed on the ballot
for the upcoming April electioff, The petition campaign "met with little or no
opposition,” and the question was placed on thiethaBut the optimism created by the
successful petition campaign, which Reflexinterpreted as "indicating the fact that the
people are more than anxious for a real librarycWwhvill be a credit to Redondo

Beach,*® was belied by the actual election results.

The headline in thRedondo Reflegaid it all: "Library Bond Issue Is Lost by
Small Number*” Passage of the bond required two-thirds of the tates cast, in this
case 702 of the total of 1053 votes. The finalntavas 612 for and 426 against the
bond, a majority, but not the required two-thifdsOnce again the question of where the
new library would be placed seemed to be at thet béthe defeat. In a post-election
analysis, th&keflexoffered the opinion that the failure may have beea to the fact that
no site for the library had been chosen. The tapated that the library board and the

city Board of Trustees had deliberately avoided theestion, fearing "that the town

> "petitions Are Out To Build Library Building HeteRedondo Reflexrebruary
10, 1922.

0 “Election Called for New Library,Redondo Reflextebruary 24, 1922.

“""Library Bond Issue Is Lost by Small NumbeR&dondo ReflexApril 14,
1922.

8 Minutes, April 17, 1922.
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would have been divided into sections, each seéigtiing or upholding the site, as the
case might be." Now it turned out that "the psyebieal pull of the argument” for or
against a particular location "was strong enoughftaence the wary and incredulous to

vote against the bond issu@."

When the question was next submitted to the votieesBoard of Trustees had,
apparently, learned the lesson. In March 1928 rwereordinance calling for a general
election to vote on the issuance of a $50,000 onthe "acquisition, construction and
completion of a library building including the nesary land upon which to construct
such library building* was presented for its second reading to the @ty&d of
Trustees, real-estate broker and city mayor Daviddddon suggested that the choice of
a library site should also be included on the allsfter "some discussion” the board
voted unanimously to have the city clerk "secugoigsible, options on all sites
submitted.” The various options would also be gmésd as a separate question on the

ballot "so that the will of the people might be kmo"™*

A total of ten sites, eight
privately owned and offered at prices ranging faafow of $15,000 to a high of
$25,000, were placed on the ballot, along with padks, Vincent Park and the Municipal

Park, both owned by the city.

49| ibrary Bond Issue Is Lost by Small NumbeR&dondo ReflexApril 14,
1922.

0 Minutes, February 27, 1928.

*1 Minutes, March 5, 1928.
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The vote for the library bond passed, with 1011diod 565 against. What is
interesting is that while 1576 votes were castdlagithe bond, 2672 votes were cast
regarding where the library building should be pthc Perhaps even those voters who
did not particularly care whether they were taxaditie purpose of financing a bond for
the library wanted to get the most value for tloelar if they were. Certainly the fact
that 1932 votes, 73 percent, were for one of thedity-owned parks speaks to a desire
to have the money spent not on acquiring the lariab the actual construction of the
building. In the end the Municipal Park, formetthe site of the famous Hotel Redondo,
which had been demolished in 192%yas the winner, with 1243 of the total votes,
followed at a distant second by Vincent Park wi® §otes”* Construction began in
1929, following a plan from well-known Redondo Beaachitect Lovell Bearse
Pemberton, and was formally opened to the public3ul930. The library remained at
the park location for nearly six decades, forcedlése July 5, 1991 due to seismic safety
concerns. Four years later, in July 1995 it openet$ current site, a two-story structure,

located once more adjacent to the City Hall.

®2News Notes of California Librariez3, no. 3 (July, 1928): 238 quotes the Los
AngelesJournal of CommerceéApril 11, 1928, which reported a vote of "1385
affirmative and 608 negative votes." The figuresehare from the Minutes of the Board
of Trustees meeting at which the vote was recordied. worth noting that the figures
from theJournalmeet the necessary two-thirds burden, while thisa the Minutes do
not. Hereafter cited atNéws Notes

>3 "History of Redondo BeachCity of Redondo Beach
http://www.redondo.org/in_the_city/history/defaalp.

>4 Minutes, April 16, 1928.

> "The Redondo Beach Public Librargity of Redondo Beach,
http://www.redondo.org/depts/library/history.asp.
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"Six months instruction and practice given": The Hnal Students, 1922-1924

In October 1922 thReflexpublished a "where are they now" article on the
recently graduated RUHS class of 1822The class consisted of forty students, twenty-
three girls and seventeen boys. The account dgjitte current status summarizes as
well as anything could the opportunities now auaddao the middle-class girl of
Redondo Beach, opportunities with which Clegg'salip course had to compete. Of the
twenty-three girls, only two were already marriadd one had returned to Japan with her
parents. Four were attending college, and two m@re enrolled in the nursing program
at the Methodist Hospital. Three of the girls wexaking in non-clerical positions, one
in a millinery, one helping in the Grotto Cafeand one as a shopgirl at the Brunswick
shop>® Eight of the girls, about one-third of the totakre working, five of them doing
clerical work, including two working in local banksvo employed at the Edison
Company, and one at the post office. And anotixewsre taking business classes,
including three in post-graduate studies at the BU&hd two who specifically gave the

well-known Sawyer Secretarial School in Los Angelesheir destination.

In fact, clerical work was becoming so popular twaSeptember 1923 Redondo
had its own business college. Advertised as Hergerson who wishes to benefit

himself intellectually,” the school opened under slupervision of "Miss Lucretia

0 "\wWhereabouts of Class of '2Redondo ReflexOctober 6, 1922.

> Interestingly, the Cafe was not owned by her paren

*8 This was most likely the store owned by Fay C.rfiks, which sold pianos,
player pianos, Victrola and Brunswick phonographd was an agency for Singer sewing
machines.Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingc1®21-1922
(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Company, 1921), 5.
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Rodell," who boasted "fifteen years experiencelas€es were offered in "Gregg
shorthand, typing, English, spelling penmanshimkizeeping and arithmetic." There
were two instructors, and, significantly, in adaoiitito day classes the opening notice
advised that "two evenings a week will be devotephstruction for those who wish night

u59

work,"™~ a clear bid for those already employed and sedkiraglvance their skills.

In the same month, sixteen women gathered to digbesformation of a
women's business cl§B. Under the leadership of city treasurer and tdlector May B.
Hopkins, the Business and Professional Women's @fitie South Bay District was
organized. Open to any woman "actively engagdalisiness or professions,” the
entrance fee was $2 with dues of $3, to be paid-aanually®® It is somewhat amusing
to note that their first speaker, Mrs. Mable Rockwead taken a course on "suppleness
for women," and "gave an interesting talk and destration on the art of walking and

sitting properly,” after which a list of "reducimxercises were also giveff."

Girls of a certain status could also join the Wolsé&lub "Junior Auxiliary,"
Redondo's own Junior League. To be eligible this bad to have "finished the grammar
school" and be "related to members of the Womelolb.C Girls over sixteen up to
twenty were admitted? after which, presumably, they would move out @ thuxiliary"

and into the ranks of the regular membership. hatgame time, however, these were the

*9"Bysiness College for Redond®edondo ReflexSeptember 7, 1923.

%0 "New Club to Organize,Redondo ReflexSeptember 14, 1923.

®1"Business and Professional Women's Clietiondo ReflexDctober 12, 1923.
2B and P Women's ClubRedondo RefleOctober 19, 1923.

%3 Redondo RefleXOctober 19, 1923.
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girls being reported at work in the many clericasgppions now open throughout the city.
For example, in November 1921 seventeen-year-old Halliburton, having finished a
post-graduate course at the RUHS, took a posititmtive Reflext* Barely two months
later, however, twenty-three-year-old Ruth Umstesd, of the daughters of the
Congregational minister the Reverend Owen Umstegodiaced Halliburton, who had
moved on to the Edison CompaftyMeanwhile Ruth's sister, twenty-year-old
Marguerite Umstead, resigned from the First Nati@zak, "where she's worked for the

past year, to marry in early sprin%.”

And, finally, a true indication of the increasimglependence of Redondo'’s
women in the early 1920s, there was the automdétieeble-shooting” class at the high
school. Noting that "'many women drivers feel hegglif anything goes wrong with the
car or motor," the course was "designed to fanileawomen with the mysteries of the
motor and transmission and the mastery of trouideby to arise in operating a car."
Enroliment was two dollars, and the class was etféat the evening school Monday and
Wednesday evening&’again clearly a bid for the working woman. Whetheing off
to college, pursing professional training, or dikgentering the workforce, Clegg could

no longer expect to attract the elite young womieth® city as she had in 1913 and 1915.

%4 "Now With Reflex,"Redondo ReflexNovember 18, 1921.

% "New Reporter,Redondo Reflex)anuary 27, 1922.

% »3ociety,"Redondo Reflexlanuary 27, 1922. By 1930 all three women were
married.

®"*Trouble Shooting,Redondo ReflexSeptember 28, 1923.
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In her report to the California State Librarian the year 1921-1922 Lola Clegg
stated that instruction had been given to two sttsithat yeaf® The two were almost
certainly Ida Allen and Neva Eldridge. Ida H. (pably Hescock, her mother's maiden
name) Allen was born around 1904 in Ohio, the seéadriwo children, both daughters,
of John S. and Ida M. Alle}f. Sometime between 1910 and 1920 Allen and henfmre
relocated to Redondo Beach, where her father waskezh engineer at the Union Tool
Company in Torranc€ and later as the janitor at the high scHdolda graduated the
RUHS in the class of 192%. The following February thBreezereported that Allen,
who had been working as a clerk at the Central@dahdhe mornings while attending a
post-graduate course at the high school in theraftas, had "entered the library training
course at the public library" as well. Insteadisicontinuing her studies at the high
school, theBreezereported she had "merely changed her schedtil8ut by May 1922
Allen's multitasking days were over, as it was réggbshe was "taking up switchboard
work at the local telephone officé?" Ida Allen's parents remained in Redondo Beach at

least as late as 1940but no further information regarding Ida H. Alleas been found.

®8 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibliz Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1922.

®9U. S. Census, 1910.

‘OU. S. Census, 1920.

"I Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingc1®25-1926
(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Co., 1925), 14.

"2RUHS, The Pilot,IV, 1924, 51.

3*Taking Library Course,Redondo Breez&ebruary 3, 1922.

"““Around About Town,'Redondo Breezday 26, 1922.

®U. S. Census, 1930; 1940.
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Allen's fellow student was probably Neva Eldridgeomwwas reported to be
"taking the public library course at the librarp'March 1922. The article further noted
that the course ran for six months, "requiring fbaurs a day application to the work,"
concluding, "A number of the High school studerasétaken the coursé™ Alva
Eldridge, twenty-six, married Mable, seventeeraliout 1903. They had three children
born in Michigan between 1907 and 1910, of whick&dorn on January 16, 1907, was
the oldest” In Michigan Neva's father gave his occupatiofeamer’® but, like so many
others, he remade himself in California, workind.#15 as the foreman for the Lightning
Racer Company’ By 1920 the couple had three more children, @hbn California,
making Neva the oldest of five surviving siblifjsEldridge was fifteen when she took
the library course in 1922, and eighteen threesykzder when she married thirty-year-old
Fred W. Gordon, a pumper with the oil company. Goedons had twin sons, Frederick
W. and Edmond W., born about two years after thigirriage®® They continued to live

in Redondo Beach at least until 194®ut by 1948 they had moved to Santa BarBara,

’®"Round About Town,Redondo Breezdlarch 3, 1922.

’" California Death Index, 1940-1997.

8 U.S. Census, 1910.

"9 Resident and Business Directory Redondo Beach anchésa-Manhattan
Beaches, 1915-191@Redondo Beach: C. H. Turner, 1915), B2S. Census, 1920.

80U.S. Census, 1920.

1 U.S. Census, 1930.

82 U.S. Census, 1940.

8 Santa Barbara Directory Co.'s Santa Barbara Cityd@iory, 1948 (Santa
Barbara, Santa Barbara Directory Co., 1948), 162.
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where they remained until their deaths. Neva BigfiGordon died on May 28, 1996, at

the age of eighty-nin&.

In 1922-1923 Clegg reported that "instruction aracpce in library" methods
had been given to four students that y8aAgain, based on newspaper reportage, these
students likely included Grace McBride, possibly&m Riordan, and certainly Carlotta
Hoye. Of the three, the least information avagatwncerns McBride, a single, one-line
reference in th8reezeto the effect that "Miss Grace McBride is takihg @pprentice
course at the public library during the summer merft® The phrasing suggests
McBride was one of the high school girls who tob& tourse while they were still in
school. There is the possibility that this is GratcBride, daughter of John J. and Ella
McBride, who were listed in the Redondo Beach ditgctories from 1921 through
1927%" The McBrides came to Redondo Beach from Tacomeshiigton, where Grace
was born in about 1907. In Washington Grace'sfdtlad worked as a blacksmith for
the steam railroatf, but in Redondo Beach he worked as a machinist thi¢ Edison
Company. By 1930 Grace's parents and her youngérdy were living in Los Angeles,

where her father worked as a machinist for the ¢coohpany and her mother listed her

8 cCalifornia Death Index, 1940-1997.

8 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beaciblie Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1923.

8 »Around About Town,'Redondo Breezduly 28, 1922.

8" Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beaches City Dingc1®21-1922
(Redondo Beach: Kaasen Directory Co., 1921) R&jondo, Hermosa and Manhattan
Beaches City Directory, 1925-19360s Angeles: Kaasen Directory Co., 1925), 66;
Kaasen's Redondo, Hermosa and Manhattan Beachg®Eéctory, 1927Los Angeles:
Kaasen Directory Co., 1927), 74.

8 U.S. Census, 1920.
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occupation as landlady of an apartment buildhdy 1940 Grace's father had di&d.

Unfortunately, nothing further can be discoveredoswning Grace McBride.

Although her name was never mentioned in the nepespgait appears that
Doreen E. Riordan was also an apprentice at this.tiRiordan joined the library
workforce doing "substitute and all Sunday work'1B23-1924" and since all of the
other staff went through Clegg's training classegms reasonable to believe Riordan did
as well. Born in Pretoria, South Africa, on Octobe1907, Doreen immigrated with her
parents in 1912, coming to Los Angeles, where aiirelr had a job waiting for him as an
accountant with the "oil c@®® Just how Riordan came to be in Redondo Beach is a
interesting question, as she was the only one @j@$ students with no apparent
connections in the city. Her tenure at the libnags brief, as when in May 1924, at the
age of eighteen, she submitted her "Declaratidntehtion” to become a United States
citizen, she was living at 414 Pearl Street in Reldoand gave her occupation as
"college student® Riordan did, indeed, attend college, gettingBeA. in history from

UCLA,** the 1929 yearbook noting she was a transfer stdd®En California Christian

% California Birth Index, 1905-1995.

*0U.S. Census, 1930; 1940.

%1 California Public Library Reports, Redondo BeaciblR Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1924.

%2 New York Passenger Lists, 1829-1957; U. S. Cerl<Q®).

%3 U.S. Naturalization Records, Declaration of Intemtdated May 24, 1926.

% Associated Students of the University of Califarat Los AngelesThe
Southern Campus of Nineteen Twenty-Njhes Angeles: J. Brewer Avery and Ray K.
Candee, 1929) n. p.
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College, a precursor to what is now Chapman Unityet3 Riordan's Certificate of
Naturalization was issued in Los Angeles on Sepeera, 1929° and by April 1930, at
twenty-two years of age, she was living in Los Aegend teaching high schddl By
the close of 1930, however, Doreen Riordan ma@leester Adron Brown, a second
marriage for the electrician, who worked for theslAngeles Department of Water and
Power?® Doreen Riordan Brown died October 14, 1959, juseek past her fifty-

second birthday’

Carlotta Hoye is the last-known student of thensonths course in library
methods given at the Redondo Beach Public Libr&ytn in the Philippines but raised
in California, Hoye came to Redondo Beach direaftgr her high school graduation,
and specifically on the recommendation from hehtsghool librarian that she "get her
first training in the local library" in Redondo,&so she entered a "three months'

intensive course" there in October 193% Her parents, Hallie G. Savage and Charles

%The Hesperia College was founded in Woodland, Gali& by the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and started offerit@sses to both sexes and all races in
March of 1861. In 1920 the college was absorbethbyCalifornia Christian College,
which gave classes in Los Angeles. In 1934 theadateceived a substantial endowment
from the chairman of its board of trustees, oraggever Charles Clarke Chapman, and
changed its name in his honor. "Chapman Factsstod,” Chapman University
http://www.chapman.edu/discover/facts-history/indspx. Wikipedia states that C.C.
Chapman was a "relative” of John Chapman, thenldmysy "Johnny Appleseed.”
"Charles Chapman (mayor)WVikipedig January 21, 2013,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Chapman_(mayor

% U. S. Naturalization Records, Petition for Natinaion, dated June 25, 1929.

7U. S. Census, 1930.

% U. S. Census, 1940.

% "Compton Family Tree Ancestry.com,
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/1134296/person/-124@99.

190 News for Home Lovers,Redondo ReflexDctober 6, 1922.
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Edward Hoye, were from neighboring families in tleey small town of Sang Run,

Maryland®*

Charles enlisted in the army in July 1899 andexia the Philippines

during the Philippine-American War, after whichjbmed the Bureau of Education
there'®® He returned to Sang Run in 1902, staying longighdo marry Halli¢®® the
couple returning to the Philippines, where Chanas a teacher and then superintendant
of the government schools. Carlotta Hoye was loothe Philippines on November 12,
19031°*and her brother William Rodney Hoye on June 2880 However, sometime
after William's birth Hallie and her children reted to the mainland, where they lived in
Santa Monica with three of Hallie's siblings, andene, on April 7, 1910, the last of the
Hoyes' children, Edward Buel Hoye, was b&th Directories for the city of Santa
Monica place Hallie there as late as 1918, butd801Hallie Hoye disappears from the

record, and Carlotta and her two brothers weradivih Santa Monica with their paternal

grandmother?®’ Interestingly, Hoye's father did not return frdme Philippines until

191y, s. Census, 1800; 1900.

192y.s. Headstone Applications for Military Veteraf925-1963, which
indicates he also served during World War I, emigsbn November 20, 1918, but being
discharged only a month later, on December 19, 1'94i8iting Home of Descendants,"
Daily Mail, Hagerstown, Maryland, August 28, 1930.

193 According to several family trees, Charles Edwidaye married Hallie G.
Savage on June 7, 1902, but there is no documemtati the statement. Hallie did state
she had been married for eight years in the 19&8use putting her marriage in about
1902.

194 California Death Index, 1940-1995.

195, s. Passport Applications, 1795-1925.

1% california Birth Index, 1905-1995; U.S. Censusla9

197y.S. Census, 1920.
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1927, by which time he had married Luella K. Ma$8ranother teacher, who had come

to the Philippines around August 19%2.

In reporting on Carlotta Hoye's arrival in Redori@kach to take up the library
course, th&keflexenthused, "She is believed to possess all théfigaibns that go to
making up a successful librariat® But, with no openings at the Redondo or Hermosa
Beach libraries, Hoye evidently took a job at tlaevE&lle "sub-branch” of the LAPL after
finishing her training in Redondo. In 1924, howeweth the resignation of Clegg and
the advancement of Catey and Burney, Hoye retuimétke beach city to become the
new second assistant librarian at the Redondo Beabtic Library*** Although her title
was changed in 1931 from "second assistant librat@"senior attendant:* she

remained as the third most senior staff membezaatt luntil 19332 when she apparently

1% Opjtuary, Charles E. Hoyel'os Angeles Timedlovember 24, 1951.

199y.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925.

110»New System Put Into Use at the Public Librafg¢dondo ReflexOctober 13,
1922.

111 News Noted9, no. 4 (October 1924): 365; California Publibrary Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library for the year endingeJ80, 1925.

112 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1931.

113 California Public Library Reports, Redondo BeaciblR Library, covering
the period from June 30, 1933 to September 18, ;108Mfornia Public Library Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library, for the year endimgeJ30, 1939.
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moved back to Los Angeles, where she was still imgrias a librarian in 1944 She

died in Hermosa Beach April 26, 1988 at the ageigtity-four*®

In April 1918 Miriam Burney was hired as the secasdistant librarian at the
Redondo Beach Public Library, working five hourdag. Clegg now had a full a staff,
and the library did not hire again until 1924, wh&oreen Riordan was taken on to do
"substitute and all Sunday work:® Just a few months later, in November 1918 Evelyn
Morris took over at the Hermosa Beach library whsdre would remain until 1923. With
the only two local libraries in effect closed tather hiring, Clegg was unable to offer
the prospect of local work to her students. Atghame time, the prospects outside of

librarianship were expanding.

Whereas librarianship required at least six morahd, often more, of unpaid
training and apprentice work, clerical work reqdire training at all. Moreover, with
companies like the Water Company and the Edisongaomalmost always in need of
new clerical workers to fill the places of thoseonbft for marriage, there was no need to
contemplate leaving home and hearth to seek em@niynAs a consequence, Clegg's
course attracted not only fewer students, but rhigie school girls who appear to have

taken on the work more as an amusement for theinser or after-school hours than as

114 California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968; 198838, 1940, 1944:0s
Angeles City Directory Co's Los Angeles City Dioegt 1938(Los Angeles: Los
Angeles City Directory Co., 1938), 506 also 194842; U.S. Census, 1940.

15 California Death Index, 1940-1997; Social Secubigath Index gives her last
known residence as Hermosa Beach.

116 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibli® Library, for the year
ending June 30,1924.
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serious job training. After 1917 Clegg trainedeféin students (and perhaps a few more
who have yet to be indentified), nine of whom weneler the age of nineteen. Tellingly,
only four of the fifteen went on to work in librag, and all of those were nineteen or
older. Of that group, one spent her entire caaietite Hermosa Beach library, replacing
Morris in 1923. Only one of the four, Rachel Thaysopears to have taken work outside
of the immediate area, and she, like Speece, waslgrchild and only daughter whose

parents relocated with her when she was offereskdipn in Long Beach.

In the end only two broad conclusions can be madetahe thirty-three students
of the Redondo Beach library methods class. Kri$tat age counted. Students under
the age of nineteen did not go on to work in lirgralthough students over the age of
nineteen were as likely to continue into libraryriwvas they were not. After age nineteen
the primary determinates seemed to be individusfiepence, as some of the women
clearly simply did not find the work attractive,dathe availability of work in the local
area. Only two of the students appear not to aw&ed after school and before
marriage at all, and the evidence provided by tbgrhphies of the students, their
siblings, and friends is that work of some variegs the norm and not the exception

among unmarried middle-class women.

"Miss Clegg resigned": The Librarians of the Redmdo Beach Public Library,

1924-1955

In an interesting turn of events, Hoye "receivedgreliminary training" at the

library of the Santa Monica City High School, untlez direction of its librarian, Mary L.
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McKinley, theformer head of the Redondo Beach Public LibfafyThus it seems
appropriate to end the history of the training €lasthe Redondo Beach Public Library
by finishing the stories of the two women who g#we classes, McKinley and Clegg,
and the two students, Catey and Burney, who hetieRedondo library for the three

decades following Clegg's resignation.
Mary L. McKinley

After her departure from Redondo Beach in Jund 1®cKinley evidently took
a break from library work which lasted until thedesf 1913. During this time McKinley
lived with her parents, but a listing for her irtRomona directory does not include any
indication that she held a jdb° Indeed, McKinley took a five months trip "throutire
east, Washington D. C. and Panama," from Januasugh May of 1913!° which was
followed by an extended series of visits betwearand her Redondo Beach friend,
Mary Story Gulliver®® Then, sometime between September 30, 1913 anduda?d,
1914, Mary L. McKinley moved to Madera, Californahout 270 miles north in
California's Central Valley, to take a job as thEmiporary assistant librarian,” working

under Maude L. Mast, recently of the Pomona Pubbcary.

According to her entry in the 193§ho's Who of Kern Countiylast "began

library work in the Pomona Public Library whilelsin high school,” took the first

117vAround About Town,'Redondo Breezé&lovember 24, 1922.

118 poyle's Valley Directory,1912-1®omona: T. M. Doyle, 1912), 149.

119vpersonal Mention,Redondo RefleMay 30, 1913.

120 Based on reports in tiRedondo Breezand theRedondo ReflesMcKinley
and Story appear to have spent most of the timedsgt the beginning of June and the
end of September, 1913, in each other's company.
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summer library course at Berkeley in 1907, and tleemained working in Pomona until
1913, when she moved to the Central Valley to vawkhe assistant librarian and
cataloguer at the Kings County Library. She wasdlonly briefly before moving on to
become the librarian of the Madera County Publlraiy?* Whether Mast sent for
McKinley or McKinley asked a position of her is radear, but on January 1, 1914
McKinley was given a full-time appointment as thstfassistant librarian and cataloger
in the Madera County Free Public Librdfy. McKinley stayed in Madera for about two
and a half years, during which time she took furfirefessional training, being "granted
a leave of absence to attend the Summer Schodbrary Methods at the University of
California,” Berkeley in July 19158 Then in the fall of 1916 McKinley returned to
southern California, taking the position of libeariat the Santa Monica City High

School.

Established in 1901, McKinley appears to have likerschool's first full-time,
non-teacher librarian. The school had about 446iguand the library received fifty
magazines, one newspaper, and had a collectionooit 000 volumes when McKinley
took chargé?* By 1921 work had expanded sufficiently that Fme H. Macloskey of
the LAPL was brought on as assistant libraffanin 1925 Macloskey accepted a

position as the librarian of the new Lincoln Jurtthgh School Library, and her place

21\Who's Who in Kern County, 198Bakersfield: Wilson & Peterson, 1940).
122 News Note$, no. 2 (April 1914): 305.

123News Note40, no. 3 (July 1915): 606.

124 News Noted 1, no. 4 (October 1916): 1001.

125News Noted6, no. 2 (April 1921): 144, 147.
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was taken by Kathleen Hacker of the Taft Union Hagthool Library*?® But, in October
1926, the report to the California State Librarfisom the Santa Monica City High
School Library was submitted by "Miss Jean Rd$5.Mary L. McKinley's father died
between 1926 and 1928 and it is possible McKinley, once again, left &by work in
response to a family crisis. However, althoughrhether continued to live in Pomona
until about 1931, and then took up residence intigton Beach, dying there in 1948,
there is no evidence that McKinley ever resumettleese with her mother, and no

further information concerning her has been dispede
Lola A. Clegg

On August 22, 1924, theeflexreported the "surprise" wedding of the "former
mayor" Louis Molnar, who was now employed as theitg secretary of the Chamber of
Commerce," to "Miss Lola Clegg for fifteen yeatsréirian of the city of Redondo
Beach." The ceremony took place on August 18 wreRide and was followed by a
wedding dinner at the famous Mission Inn. Onlydggle brother, Fred, and one of her

cousins were present as witnesses. The Molnamimenhin Redond&*® where Louis

126 News Noteg0, no. 1 (January 1925): 20.

127 News Noteg1, no. 4 (October 1926): 409.

128.S. Census, 1920; 1930. Thomas McKinley isdisteth his wife Nancy, in
the 1926 Pomona directorfPomona, . . . Directory, 1926.0os Angeles: Los Angeles
Directory Company, 1926), 164. But in the 1928iedithe listing is for "Nancy J (wid
Thos)." Pomona, . . . 192@8.0s Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Company, 1928).

129.S. Census, 1940; California Death Index 1944719%he is last listed in the
Pomona directory in 1931L.os Angeles Directory Co's Pomona (California) City
Directory, 1931(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1931),.161

%0 california, Voter Registrations,1900-1968; 192&tigh 1954.
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continued to write and engage in "publicity work' lsehalf of the city>! at one time
even working as the editor of tReflex'*? and in 1940 traveling to Washington, D.C. on
behalf of the city's Chamber of Commelé&.Lola A. Clegg died November 23, 1965, at

the age of ninety-tw&**
Emma E. Catey

Clegg had of, course, already submitted her resmmavhen she left for
Riverside, and in due course Emma E. Catey, fates years old with fourteen years of
service in the library, was appointed as head ®Rbdondo Beach Public Librafy’.

Catey enjoyed the good fortune of being in chargemthe city, in 1928, finally passed a
bond for a library building. Unfortunately, shgared the misfortune of being in charge

when the library became a casualty of the Greard&sson.

The Depression hit all of the libraries in south€adifornia hard. In 1931 the
Los Angeles County Library System struggled to abso$25,000 reduction in the next
year's budget, most of the money to come from duokund**® At the LAPL similar
cuts were made, a 25 percent reduction in 1938vi@t by a 19 percent reduction in
1933. Salaries as well as time were reduced, neguhe main library to close an hour

earlier in the evening, and branches to remaireda Saturday afternoons and all

131 There is a detective nov&geath Over Hollywoodby Charles Saxby and Louis
Molnar, (E. P. Dutton & Sons, Inc., 1937), whichyniee the same Louis Molnar.

1¥32.S. Census, 1930.

133 .S. Census, 1940.

134 California, Death Index, 1940-1997.

135 California Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1925.

13 News Note&6, no. 4 (October 1931): 417.
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evenings>’ The LAPL also closed its library school in 1982ing economy as "the

first and foremost reason for the decision."

In Redondo Beach beginning September 1, 1931jkilery was closed on
Sundays. The services of a janitor for the libsangw Villa Branch were discontinued,
and, in an effort to keep the library open in tkierengs, "the bills for light have been
deducted from the salaries of the librarian [Cat#ég assistant librarian, [Miriam N.
Burney] and the senior attendant [Carlotta Hoy&].'Catey's reports to the State
Librarian chronicled the continuing struggle to jxelee library open, with reductions in
hours, and then days of service, so that Cateyteghd'Beginning with June 13, 1933
the library has been open on Tuesday, Thursdayatdday from 1 P.M. to 8 P.M. The

janitor work is done by the library staff both hetmain library and the Branci:®

All the belt-tightening and penny-pinching was twavail, however. The
library's Board of Trustees opened discussions Wélen E. Vogleson, who had
succeeded the retiring Celia Gleason as head dfabé\ngeles County Public Library
System in September 19%4. After receiving "assurance that this change wqutive

beneficial to the citizens of Redondo Beach" thealiy's board unanimously voted to

137 News Noteg7, no. 3 (July 1932): 256-57.

138 News Note&7, no. 2 (April 1932): 140.

139 News Note&7, no. 4 (October 1932): 439; California Publibrary Reports,
Redondo Beach Public Library, for the year endimgeJ30, 1932.

140 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibl Library, for the year
ending June 30, 1933.

141 News Noted9, no. 3 (July 1924): 204 reports the resignatibBleason; 19,
no. 4 (October 1924): 352 reports the appointméRbgleson "after certification by the
Civil Service Commission as a result of the exannimeheld September 4, 1924."

234



recommend to the city Board of Trustees that "thiglip library be made part of the
county library system™? The city negotiated a contract with the Los AegeCounty
Board of Supervisor§;’ and on September 18, 1933 “the County Library e the
supervision of the Redondo Beach Public Librdfy.'Catey continued on as the head of
the library until her death in 1937, at which timéuror erupted over the appointment of

the next head librarian.
Miriam N. Burney

The issue seemed to revolve around local contret employment at the library,
and specifically who should be appointed as the Inead of the library. In mid-February
1937 the Redondo Beach City Council sent a lettéfagleson, "stating that it is the
recommendation of the City Council that Mrs. MiriddnBurney be appointed Librarian
of the Redondo Beach Library, and requesting thasMogleson attend a meeting of the
Library Board" to be held the following weekt the same time, the Council addressed a
letter to its own library board, "stating thatdtthe suggestion of the City Council that
seniority govern in the selection of librarian®% an aside during the discussion of the
letters, one of the council members "called attento the fact that when the employees
of the Library were given an increase in salaryrtheurs were also increased, and stated

he believed it should be suggested to the LibrargrB that consideration be given to

142 Minutes, August 28, 1933.

143 Minutes, September 11, 1933.

144 california Public Library Reports, Redondo Beacibliz Library, for the
period July 1 ending September 18, 1933.
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increasing the salaries of the librariah€."The problem, of course, was that the
Redondo Beach library trustees were no longerdependent control of their library,
particularly in reference to salaries and appoimisievhich now fell under the purview

of the county library system. Vogleson evidenthed to pressure, as she wrote a letter
to the City Council on March 5, 1937, in which sttated that "following a conference
with representatives of the City Council and thedry trustees, all of whom favored the
appointment of Mrs. Burney as Librarian, she [Vaglg] was reporting her [Burney's]

appointment to the Los Angeles Civil Service Conwinis."*°

Evidently the City Council was not sufficiently sdied, as on April 19 the city
clerk, by an unanimous vote, was "authorized asttucted to address a communication
to the Board of Supervisors advising that the GftiRedondo Beach does not wish to
renew the contract with the County of Los Angelaslibrary service for the period
beginning July 1, 1937-*' Vogleson requested a written letter ending thetramt, and
"following a discussion” the clerk was again "authed and instructed" to send a letter
to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisorgtimeffect that the County Public
Library of Los Angeles has successfully tided tieel&do Beach City Library through a
difficult period of financial strain®*® As late as June 1937, with the return of thealijpr

to local control just weeks awa$’ the City Council was still sending "requests"” to

145 Minutes, February 15, 1937. By this time the geation "Board of Trustees"
had been changed to "City Council,” as reflectedidgge in the Minutes.

148 Minutes, March 6, 1937.

147 Minutes, April 19, 1937.

148 Minutes, May 3, 1937.

149 The library did not formally return to city contrantil July 1, 1937.
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Volgeson regarding staffing and compensation, $igatly requesting "that if possible
she employ as Relief Librarians persons now empldyethe Library, thereby giving
them additional hours, and that she also be regdesit to employ anyone who does not
reside in the City of Redondo Beacfi™' Had Vogleson attempted to do the unthinkable,
and put professional qualifications over commuhgg? We cannot be sure, but the
evidence seems to point in that direction. MirinharBurney retired from the library in
1955 at about seventy years of age. She had spany four decades in librarianship,

all of them at the Redondo Beach Public Library.

Excepting a few "seminars" offered by the LAPL ther Catey nor Burney had
taken any professional training outside of thatohihthey received from McKinley and
Clegg. Yet, even after fourteen years under thddeship of the "trained librarians”
McKinley and Clegg, it took another thirty yearseafClegg's resignation to chose a
professional librarian over "some local girl" toaldethe library. In 1955 J. W. Perkins
was selected to succeed the retiring Burney. Retkeld "a bachelor of arts, master of
arts and bachelor of library science degrees.Vieusly a librarian with the Air Force,
Perkins had been a "cultural officer with the Dépent of State in Naples, Italy,"
serving as director of the American library thehe.addition, Perkins had spent five
years on the staff of the library of the UniversifyCalifornia, Berkeley>* In short,

Perkins was everything that the Redondo Beach ultirary students were not and

150 Minutes, June 2, 1937.

151 Newspaper clipping, unidentified source, with hawritten date "12/7/55,"
City of Redondo Beach, Archives, Box 13, Folderdtary Communications re:
personnel,” Office of the City Clerk. J.W. Perkimas John W. Perkins.
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never would be--a graduate of a university librsecfiool, a library professional with

extensive experience, and, need it be said, a male.
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Chapter Seven
The Sadder but Wiser Girl:
Charles C. Williamson Reimagines Marian

It is entirely coincidental, but curiously apprag, that Lola A. Clegg, after
fifteen years in librarianship, resigned to maustja year after the publication of the
famous, or perhaps more appropriately in librargles, infamous, Williamson Report.
Probably more than any single individual since Dgwenself, Dr. Charles C.
Williamson has shaped library education and thegemat librarianship in the United

States.

Done as a commission for the Carnegie Corporatidr®20-1921, Williamson,
then the head of the Division of Economics and &ogy at the New York Public
Library, conducted a study of library educationtdalen existed. Williamson visited
fifteen library schools in the United States. Wit two--the newly established
undergraduate department at the University of Gatif, Berkeley and the Riverside
Library Service School--were considered "approvedoaredited,” meaning they had
been admitted to membership by the American Astoaiaf Library Schools. His visits
encompassed a careful review of the schools' eduarne, faculty, and students. That
Williamson characterized the schools as "the sedgirofessional school$ probably

signaled as well as anything could what the basiort of his report would be. Lacking

! Charles C. Williamsoriraining for Library ServiceNew York: D. B. Updike,
1923), vii.
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only Dewey's missionary zeal, Williamson covereel $ame ground as Dewey--the
education and background required, the type afitigito be received, the nature of the
service to be given--with one, significant, diffiece. While Dewey was recruiting
"college-bred women," Williamson was, aggressivedgruiting, or at least preparing the

ground to recruit, university men.

Williamson's primary goal was to determine the esuend then suggest solutions
to the problems that were understood to be plaginegievelopment of the library
profession: inadequate training, low salaries, thiedower status of the librarian in
American society. Since all of these issues weegtricably linked, Williamson
ultimately determined that the only means of adslngsthem was to change the very
nature of the librarian, from female to male. is teport, Williamson described a series
of vicious, interlocking circles, a sort of Venragram at the center of which lay his ideal
librarian: a WASP male, solidly middle- or upperddilie class in background, a college
graduate sufficiently interested in academics tweehaad and studied widely, but perhaps
lacking in the sort of ambition which would leaddeep, scholarly research or entry into
one of the recognized professions. Williamsore kewey, distinguished between
library work and professional librarianship. Bwhere Dewey was content, even
anxious, to train female technicians in the fundatals of library work, Williamson
eschewed technical training, focusing his sightshenmuch smaller, less-in-demand
world of the "professional” librarian, responsiblat for the routine, manual work, but for

the creative, imaginative work of leading and mangghe institution.
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The difference between Dewey's division of the wekween technicians and
librarians and Williamson's between "sub-profesaig/i as he termed them, and
librarians was only a matter of a few degrees passtion. Williamson set the
professional librarian on the same pedestal aDacey. Almost quoting Dewey,
Williamson declared that the librarian "should be intellectual peer of the high school
principal, the superintendent of schools, the niémjghe editor, and all other educated
persons upon whom the community depends for lehitets According to Williamson,
the failure of the early model of library educatiwith its stress on training skilled
assistants was that it gave "manual labor of alpaterical and routine nature the
dignity and importance of professional work.To remedy this Williamson had to

change the library schools, the students, andanatgly, librarianship itself.
"Two distinct types": Library Work and Training

Like Dewey, Williamson's plan was to create a tveoed hierarchy of library
work, the "manual labor of a purely clerical andtroe nature,” which could, in his
estimation, be "performed just as well (perhapseeby a young woman with a high
school education and a little appropriate instnrcind experience,and the
management and administrative work, which wouldimregthe creativity and problem-
solving skills of the college-graduated, profesalbnatrained librarian. Training for the

"clerical or sub-professional workers," as Williandabeled them, would include

2 |bid, 5.
% Ibid, 4.
4 bid, 4
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instruction "in cataloguing, in classification,afl kinds of record-keeping topics,--
including filing, indexing, alphabeting [sic],--atgpewriting." But, like Dewey's
students, they would be "taught such things as#here and uses of subject headings,
not with the idea that they will be responsiblettoe subject heading work in any
important library, but that they may be more ingght and efficient within their own
range of duties™ Libraries which found themselves replacing temore workers every
year were advised to establish their own on-satiitng programs, while smaller libraries
were advised to send their staff to larger ingon for training, the latter charging a
small fee for the training of outside students.pfgmticeship, where "young women
residing in the community will be taken on the stafd expected gradually to learn the
work by doing it under direction," was deemed tleast desirable source" of training by
Williamson, although he grudgingly acknowledge@tthn some cases this may prove

fairly satisfactory.®

Although focused on the problem of raising librachools to professional
standards, Williamson strongly advocated for thepdéidn of correspondence instruction
in library methods, where students would mail iereises and papers to be graded and
commented on by library school faculty. Correspora instruction, he argued, would
allow library workers who "for financial or othezasons" might not be able to attend a
library school to get technical trainifgCiting the success of "commercial

correspondence schools" in providing "corresponeémstruction in vocational

® |bid, 7-8.
% Ibid, 10.
" bid, 117.
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subjects,” Williamson argued that correspondensguantion would not pose "any
greater danger of lowering standards" than did 'eemschools, short courses, institutes,
etc.," and it might be even better because "a mealtraged correspondence course is
likely to pick out and bring into the schools persavell adapted for library work who

might otherwise not get to the library school at'al

However, again echoing Dewey, the professionaaftibn would be a graduate of

a college course with a vast array of knowledgeuttiple disciplines.

Some knowledge of foreign languages and literatistory, sociology,
economics, government, psychology and the natar@hees, every
librarian worthy of the name must have. Moreowermust know more
than the average college graduate about the literaind sources of
information in all the principal fields of interestnd have at his command
the bibliographical tools and devices for unlockihg printed sources of

information on any subjeét.

Destined to fill library positions which would reigel "extensive and accurate book
knowledge [and] skill in organization and admirasion” these students should not be
made to suffer an "excessive attention to minuteilde Rather, explained Williamson,

their training should be focused on "the broad gssional outlook," learning library

8 Williamson, Training, 117-18.
? Ibid, 6.
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technique not from the point of view of the praoner but "from the point of view of

principles and policies™®

Acknowledging the discussion "occasioned in librargles by the fact that many
of the most successful librarians are without kiprechool training,” and further noting
"the highest success" in librarianship often reggiinot library technique, but "initiative,
originality, resourcefulness, and large administeatapacity,” Williamson concluded
that "it should be perceived more clearly thatldaest important part of the librarian's
equipment is that which the library school givesHii This would only change, he
argued, when the library schools adjusted "theesdrif their methods of teaching and
the content of their curricula™ to reflect an edicra "for a profession and in a

professional spirit*

In order to accomplish this, Williamson recommenttegicreation of
standardized textbooks. Current textbooks, sudlies Kroeger'sGuide to Reference

Books'? or the various publications of the American LilyrAssociation were not,

%bid, 41.

" bid, 7.

12 A student of Dewey's, Alice B. Kroeger, founded tibbrary science program at
Drexel University in 1892, where she remained @aduntil she died in 1909 at the age
of 45. "Images of Alice B. Kroeger, (1864-1909)fiversity Library, University of
lllinois, at Urbana-Champaign,
http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~ces462/BPM/servicedlatimegerimages.htmiGuide to
the Study and Use of Reference Bamd&s first published in 1902, revised and edited
through six subsequent editions from 1910 to 198&adore Mudge of Columbia
University. In 1923 it was in its fourth editiod.he most recent edition, and first to be
published in electronic form with listings of Inbte&t resources, is the twelfth, published
in 2008. "The History oGuide to ReferenceGuide To Reference
http://www.guidetoreference.org/DynamicContent. &spype=15
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complained Williamson, proper textbooks but ratmeanuals of practice and reference

books for the practising [sic] librarian® Instead Williamson advocated

well-written manuals presenting a reasonably ceteptxposition of the
theory and practice of the various subjects, witbugh concrete
description and illustration to fix the principlasd the main facts in the
student's mind, the whole presented in such fordhearangement as to
lead the student into the subject by the easidkt pad onward through its

more difficult phases in the shortest time with léest effort on his paff.

To this Williamson would add "treatises," individwalumes on specific topics which
would be "more of the nature of an encyclopedic pieation of practice and procedure,
methods and policies" on any given subjéciextbooks and treatises, alas, were not
being produced because "the financial return doépmmise to be sufficient to
stimulate either their preparation or publicatioh.In a not-so-subtle indictment of the
library professional, Williamson compared the pratthin of texts in such fields as
"education, engineering, medicine, law and accaogyitito librarianship, and found the
latter wanting. The other professions producetstext of "professional interest and

service," a motivation the librarians would surghare, were it not for the fact,

13 Williamson, Training, 48.
*Ibid, 49.

' Ibid.

'® |bid, 50.
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Williamson acidly observed, that "comparatively felwrarians have either the capacity

or the time for authorship-”

Williamson was also strongly opposed to field waskpart of the standard library
school curricula. Work "carried on by the studeagsa member of a library staff* was,

he proclaimed,

in most cases wasteful of his time and unsatisfadiecause it does not
give him an opportunity to observe minutely, catlg, and comparatively
all phases of the work of a completely organizbdaliy unit. Itis
assumed that, no matter what he is doing, he rErgaexperience which
will help him when he takes a position; whereasfinisre work may be
very different, and even if it is not, it may bewdike in detail that what

he has acquired by practice may be no help auakb actual hindrancé.

Instead Williamson suggested what he called "puveosbservation,” where the student
literally watched, and then discussed with his hea¢he practices and methods he had

observed.

With a refocused curriculum designed to turn outegelists rather than experts,
with a revised method of instruction designed tmnpote imagination and initiative over
attention to rules and routine, and new texts twigle examples and definitions, the

instructor was now free to supervise and guidéerathan merely lecture and drill. The

7 bid, 51.
18 |bid, 62.
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problem, as Williamson saw it, was that "a detadedlysis of the training and
experience of members of the teaching staffs olvevef the library schools seems to
indicate a quite definite lack of fitness of a lkagroportion of them for giving instruction
of high professional character to students withega or university education." Too
many of the instructors, 42 percent, were teackirige same institution from which they
had earned their own library degréeln Williamson's view this was the single most
pressing problem in library education, the one Whiost obviously illustrated the lack
of professional standards in library schools aydeXiension, librarianship. "The

bachelor's degree," he proclaimed,

has come to be regarded as the minimum essentiall kinds of teaching
above the elementary school. In no part of thisméy would instruction
in a well-organized high school be considered aede if half of the
teachers were not college graduates. Library dahewuction, moreover,
should rank not with high school but with collegstruction. In respect
to college faculties, the best opinion is even miosestent on full college
education, and in the better institutions an adedraegree is usually a
sine qua norior instructors. It does not seem probable thfatnasmall
library schools will get better results from a teiag staff of which 48 per

cent. [sic] are without the bachelor's degree thauld a college.

19 bid, 36.
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More to the point, "No self-respecting college ‘ebattempt it.?° If library schools
hoped to be taken seriously as professional schtb@e they would have to accept this
minimum academic standard for their faculty. "@g# graduates going into library
service," he concluded, "should not be asked te th&ir professional training under a

group of instructors one-half of whom are withche tollege viewpoint*

The status of librarianship and the ability to oféeofessional level instruction
would, felt Williamson, be greatly improved by timusion of some straight cash.
Instructors were substandard because "college gtaslof fair ability are not attracted
by the salaries library schools offéf."What Williamson saw as "the need for attracting
more men into library work" was being thwarted hjasies which were "considerably
less than a college graduate with one year of g@stuate study is offered in high school
teaching.” Worse than the low starting salarieseviiee poor prospects for advancement,
professional or economfg. All of which served, in Williamson's opinion, émhance in
the mind of the public the suggestion "that perHégrary work is not a profession but
rather a minor intellectual and clerical occupatithwhich brought him back to his main

argument.

Williamson placed the lion's, or perhaps lionesdiare of the blame for the

whole, sorry mess on the entanglement of profeaswith clerical, or sub-professional,

20 |bid, 34.
%1 |bid, 36.
%2 |bid, 35.
%3 |bid, 83.
%4 |bid, 82.
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work. Salaries were depressed because "the confo$iclerical and professional work
tends inevitably to keep salaries down to the le¥¢he clerical grade. No matter what
the financial resources of an institution," argifédliamson, libraries were "not justified
in paying clerical workers much, if any, more thhase of equal education and
experience receive in commercial and other comgédigids of work.%> Moreover, the
profession was failing to attract promising maladyrates. "The almost complete
absence of men in library school classes is nbetexplained," said Williamson, "solely
by the fact that salaries are low and on the assamfhat college men are all looking
primarily for opportunities to make money." Rathée problem was "largely” that
because library work was "generally looked upoolescal, library work has come to be

known as 'women's work."™ Library school recrwgtamlike the deans and professors
who recruited students to other professional s&dale seldom forceful and convincing
speakers. Most of them are women, which tendsmdiren the impression that library
work is a feminine vocatiorf® It was an algebraic equation: If library work atpd

clerical work, and clerical work equaled women'skythen library work equaled

women's work.
"A single woman living alone": Librarianship as Paid Employment

In a final solution that was far more radical ttzary corporate sponsor might
have imagined, Williamson proposed that the wanaise the status, training, and

salaries of the professional librarian was by lamgethose of the sub-professional or

25 |pid, 9.
28 |bid, 107.

249



clerical employee. What Williamson did not stdtet which was clearly implied by this
strategy, is that the vastly larger, and vastlydkmnclerical force would be made to
sacrifice the low status and lower salaries thegaaly had in order to raise the status and
salaries of the male professionals. Starting Eador library school graduates, "who
may be called the elite of the library workers,eeged only "$842, or about $70 a
month" in 1914. By 1921, according to Williamsdms had gone up considerably, to
$1332, or $111 a month. However, he explaineds ftitrease reflects the shortage of
library workers during and immediately followingetlvar period" and consequently
could not be expected to contintfeTherefore, it was not surprising, he continuéet t
library work had come to be viewed "as a field whiwhatever other attractions it may
offer, does not promise more than a bare subsistéfcyet Williamson argued that "it
is quite possible that library personnel would fogrioved if initial salaries were lower
and ultimate salaries higher." The theory, asreegnted it, was that the more able
workers would be less likely to leave the rankslohry work if the promise of future

salaries were bettér.

Salaries, and specifically low salaries, were aiooimg source of debate in
librarianship. Dewey had recognized the problemmfthe start, and sought to overcome
it by appealing to women's better nature. Hisovigf librarianship offered a genteel
workspace coupled to a great missionary work, abtoation packaged in such a way as

to offset the low salaries that women could expe&arn. The real question, of course,

27 |bid, 81.
28 |bid, 84.
29 |bid, 83.
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was not whether librarians' salaries were low vdogther they were low in comparison

to other female occupations.

According to a 1920 study by W. Randolph Burgessedior the Department of
Education of the Russell Sage Foundaffbim, 1895 rural schoolteachers were earning an
average of about $36 a month, with an average #fafHonth for their urban
counterparts. By comparison, in 1894 at the LogeA@s Public Library, the lowest level
attendant, who was a graduate of the recently @gdriraining program but with no
work experience, could earn $10 a month, with figaést grade of employee earning
$50 a month. Of the twenty-two women employedHheylibrary that year none were
paid less than $20 per month, with twelve, over-balké the staff, paid between $20 and
$30 a month! These numbers should be approached with caltawever, as the
salaries for the librarians were for year-round kydmut were also prorated for half-time

or less employment, while the teachers' salaries Wl-pay, but only for a partial year.

The head librarians of the LAPL called almost atiguar better salaries for their

staff. In 1901, for example, head librarian Marydbnes remarked, "We do not believe

%0 The "Russell Sage Foundation was established i &#0the improvement of
social and living conditions in the United Statgsa gift of $10 million from Margaret
Olivia Slocum Sage (1828-1918), widow of railroadgnate and financier Russell Sage.
Mrs. Sage directed the foundation to pursue itsimisthrough a broad set of activities,
including 'research, publication, education, thaldshment and maintenance of
charitable or benevolent activities, agencies asttutions, and the aid of any such
activities, agencies, or institutions already imstence.™ "History of the Russell Sage
Foundation,'Russell Sage Foundationttp://www.russellsage.org/about/history.

31 Los Angeles Public Librangixth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of
the Los Angeles Public Library and Report of ther&iian,1893-94(Los Angeles: n.p.,
1894), 21-22.
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that there is another department of the city gavemt which is administered as
economically as the library, and in which the emnypks are more poorly paid for the
services rendered® Or again when director Charles F. Lummis, whasarg,
incidentally, was just under $160 a month, wrotéhimannual report for 1907, "We
require of our attendants as much education asjisned of the teachers in the public
schools. Our attendants work more hours a daye mays a week, more weeks a year,
than the public school teachers.” Yet, he contintied the average they are not even yet
nearly so well paid® By 1917, just three years before Williamson'sigtwas
conducted, the "minimum salary for all attendasitsthe LAPL was set at $60 a month,
$820 annually. This fell in line with one survejted by historian Dee Garrison, which
in 1918 reported that "42.6 per cent of librariegxseived less than $900 annually,
whereas only 29.3 percent of social workers ané fpércent of teachers did so."”
Moreover, while the graduates of the Pratt InsitLibrary School could expect to start
work at an annual salary of $845, "those graduatesbegan business or government

careers could expect to earn an average yearlyss$1,177.%*

Compared to the shopgirls, several notches loweheisocial scale than the

teachers or the librarians, librarians were keepinly slightly ahead. In 1917, California

32 os Angeles Public Librarylhirteenth Annual Report of the Board of
Directors of the Los Angeles Public Library and Bef Librarian,1900-1901Los
Angeles: n.p., 1901), 6.

% |Los Angeles Public Librarpineteenth Annual Report Los Angeles Public
Library for the Year Ending November 30, 190@s Angeles: Commercial Printing
House, 1908), 58.

34 Dee GarrisonApostles of Culture, The Public Librarian and Anceri Society,
1876-192QNew York: The Free Press, 1979), 226.
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passed a minimum wage law applicable to the mateantustry. Minimum wages for
"an experienced woman" were to be no less than p@tOveek ($43.33 per month),"
while "learners,” men and women eighteen to twemntye years old with no experience,
were to start at $8 ($35 per month) and scaleamp there®® But compared to nursing,
which required two full years of specific professabtraining, the librarians lagged
behind, as demonstrated in a 1914 notice for dd@aia Civil Service exam for nurses.
Open to both men and women over the age of twémtystarting salary was advertised
as $50 to $55 per month, with "room, board anddayn . . provided in addition to the
regular salary." Nurses with special training,tsas surgical nurses, could make $65 a

month, while matrons might earn up to $84 a mdhth.

By the time Williamson was crafting his report, thage debate had spread from
the local to the state and national levels. Ataheual meeting of the California Library
Association in June 1919, Everett R. Perry, heati@lLAPL, argued that "if the library
profession were to continue to develop as it shdwldis necessary that a higher standard
of education must be demanded of its students, avitbrresponding increase in the
salary scale* At the annual meeting of the American Library daation, held that
same month, the salary issue was also addresserre3ult was a resolution calling for

every legislative body, from the federal governmterthe town or village council, "to

%410 Minimum Wage Law Now In Effect In Staté&edondo Breeze
September 7, 191 Redondo Breezduly 20, 1917.

% "Nurses Needed; Attendants ToBg&dondo RefleMay 29, 1914.

37 Cornelia D. Provines, "Convention of the Califariibrary Association, Del
Monte, June 10-13, 1919News Notes of California Libraries4, no. 3 (July 1919):
277. Hereafter cited adléws Note§
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increase the appropriations for library salariegyrder to retain in the library service
library workers who are forced by sheer necessiky other fields where the
compensation constitutes a just return for schbiprand professional training™
Resolutions calling for action were not the samada®n itself, however, and the salary
issue continued to be a source of debate and distusAt the mid-winter meeting of the
ALA held in Chicago in December 1920, Californi@tste Librarian Milton J. Ferguson
reported that salaries were "too low." Noting ldek of "enough efficient, trained people
in the work," he commented that "poor salariesdargng many good ones into some

other lines which offer three square meals as astiespectability®

It is interesting to compare the view of the lityrégadership, still mostly men, to
that of the rank-and-file, overwhelmingly womenheTwomen, as Garrison suggested in
her study of the feminization of the professionderstood that their salaries would never
be a true living wage, or at least not a living wag the male library leaders conceived
it. Mocking the male librarian who "lays much sseipon ‘the spirit of the work" which
he feels should be so ardent and so zealous &®talrove all considerations of salaries
and hours, and make the assistant feel that sriti¢or her work is the joy of doing it,"
the anonymous female author of the 1902 articlee"Thse of the Desk Assistant”

concludes, "Practically, it is absurd. In exchafagenadequate salaries and overtaxing

38 News Noted4, no. 3 (July 1919): 351.
39 Milton J. Ferguson, "There Were They in Great Fddews Note45, no. 1
(January 1920): 5.
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time schedules it is unreasonable to expect adequark.”® Similarly, in 1920, with
her tongue ever-so-slightly-in-cheek, Margaret hgston captured the rather cynical
attitude of the women librarians as they awaitedl thien received the recommendations

from the Salaries Committee at the 1920 meetingefCalifornia Library Association.

With tense quiet, wide-eyed, we listened. Hadalilans, representatives
of that profession that has sighed wistfully, p@d)at thought of the other
fellow's pay envelope, but turned to catalog caslghe real thing in life;
had a committee of respected members, honored nieyaiehe C.L.A.,
cold-bloodedly, statistically, considered qualifioas and duties,
presented a real schedule of salaries! . . . Weegh®nd when the
president called for the will of the meeting wentided, timorous . . . .
Again the clause was read 'no salary paid to lsethes an actual
minimum living wage, based on the needs of a singlman living alone.’
That poor overworked, underpaid librarian! No Wenthat she looks a

little mad,/No wonder that she looks profoundly.$ad

Moreover, smaller libraries like Redondo Beach dméver hope to compete
with a LAPL for salaries. In 1908 Alice Jenks, Wioig twelve hours per week was paid
$10 a month, while the janitor was paid a handséper month to clean the library

once a week. When Mrs. N. F. Allison took on tibedry as a full-time proposition in

“0»The Case of the Desk Assistaritibrary Journal27, no. 10 (October 1902):
877.
*1 News Notesl5 no. 3 (July 1920): 299.
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1909 she was given only $25 per month, raised fof@4McKinley in 1910. Thus
McKinley, as the head and only full-time employessponsible for all aspects of the
library, was paid at the scale equivalent to a heidptade attendant at the LAPL.
Although the librarian's salary rose rapidly, satthy 1911 McKinley was earning $65
per month, Redondo never caught up to even LongiBeehere in 1911 Victoria Ellis,
as the head of the library, made $135, with saddethe assistants ranging from a low
of $40 up to $65 for the most experienéédSo, when, at the end of his discourse,
Williamson turned his attention to "The Problentohall Libraries," one might have
anticipated a thorough and thoughtful analysisefgroblem of enticing professional

librarians to posts which could not offer high rematation.

Instead, Williamson depicted the small town librand its librarian in terms
which were thoroughly disparaging. Small libratesl few books, and those they did
have were of poor quality. Worse, small libranesre actually contributing to the
"progressive deterioration of rural communities"drgviding primarily "recreational
reading.”® Moreover, the librarians were "uneducated andaimetd," incapable of
providing real library service. The result, dedri®&/illiamson, was "as hopeless a
situation as can be found in the whole range oand educational problem&'"

Williamson's solution was to "change from a fundatally unsound system of small

%2 california State Library, California Public LibsaReports, Long Beach Public
Library for the year ending June 30, 1911. Califafublic Library Reports (1909-55),
California Library Association Library History Conitiee Records, 1890-1966,
Collection #873, Box 9, Reel 12.

3 williamson, Training, 130-31.

* Ibid, 134.
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isolated, independent libraries to a system in withe administrative unit is large
enough to make it economically possible to comntaedservices of an educated,
professionally trained and skilled librariaft."To Williamson this meant the wholesale
adoption of county library systems. A county litraystem, claimed Williamson, could
provide "service as good as the best to be fourahyncity” to an area "covering
thousands of square miles.” Even better, "by reasgood roads, telephones and parcel

post" this could be done "as economically as inubmys centres?™

Finally, and in his own view most significantly, iamson called for the
adoption of professional standards, that is a systiecertifications created and enforced
by librarians. Comparing the American Library Asistion to other professional
organizations, Williamson noted that the ALA's ¢kasaid nothing about defining or
promoting standards of librarianship. For Williansthe lack of "recognized standards”
was critical. "Men and women of education andigbilave no desire to train for a
pseudo-profession without standards,” he warnedingdhat low salaries and lack of
support for libraries would "continue as long &sdry work stands alone among the
professions without recognized standards of qealiibn for efficient service®* Citing
professions from accountancy and architecture &mmhcy and teaching, Williamson
made the point that only librarianship called itseprofession without the requisite legal

or voluntary standards or certification. Willianmssupported the ALA's

recommendation, adopted in June 1919, for theioreaf a National Board of

* |bid, 146.
*° |bid, 131.
" Williamson, Training, 123.
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Certification for Librarians. Once training scheelere accredited and librarians were
certified, then and only then, he maintained, wdhklcritical distinction between the
professional librarian and the library clerk be maahnd librarianship be raised to the

standard of a true profession.
"Marriage must be epidemic . . .": Marriage and Attrition in Librarianship

Ironically, possibly the only positive note whichilldmson sounded and the only
one to the benefit of the women, has gone virtuatisemarked in library literature--the
dual questions of marriage and attrition. Some wicontinued to work after marriage,
such as Redondo's library students-turned-teadearsette Kindig and Maud Welton, as
well as S. D. Barkley's wife, who was listed asa@ler and co-editor of tfiRedondo
Breezeand was the assistant postmistress during Baskiegure as postmaster. Others
returned to work, as the ridiculously civically i@etMrs. Florence Galentine, forty years
old with a working husband and a twelve-year-oldglder, who in July 1919 resigned
"from the position of scholarship chairman of thaifdrnia Congress of Mothers;
parliamentarian and chairman of legislations, Hiistrict Congress of Mothers; federal
secretary of the Civic Outlook Club; county legisla chairman of the W.C.T.U., and
county chairman of extension work for the Y.W.C.A'"return "to her former profession
of high school teachind® However, for most women marriage meant the endaok,

and because of this it became a topic of consiantigision in library circles.

8 "Galentines to Move ,Redondo Reflexuly 25, 1919. The article also noted
that she was "slated to be state chairman of cfeicthe California Federation of
Woman's Clubs."
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Dewey, as might be expected, had foreseen thegoahd had addressed it by
assigning married women the important task of suppplibraries in the community,
founding new libraries, reviving old ones, or sag/bn boards of truste&$.Williamson

took a similar view. "It is also claimed," he anest,

and with some plausibility, that library schoolitriag is excellent
preparation for the duties of homemaking and tlegasoesponsibilities of
married women. Certainly it would be a mistak@ssume that a woman
librarian who matrries is lost to the cause of ligrarogress. Not only has
she in most cases given a longer or shorter pefisdrvice in return for
her training, but as a responsible citizen, perlzaps member of the board
of trustees of her local library, the ex-librari@ay be able to do more to
improve library service than she could as an actieenber of a library

staff>°

Williamson found that 66.3 percent of the 276 nwakduates of library schools
were, in 1920, still in library work, while 61.8 pent of the 4388 women graduates
remained in the work® In 1933, more than a decade after closing, tHéo@sia State
Library School, with two dead and two not listeghorted forty-four of the graduates, 61

percent, still in library work and twenty-eight thie graduates out ofif. At the LAPL

9 Melvil Dewey, Librarianship as a Profession for College-Bred Wome
(Boston: Library Bureau, 1886), 19.

*0 Williamson, Training, 78-79.

>L |bid, 78.

®2News Note€8, no. 4 (October 1933), 432-33.
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the annual report for 1932 stated that of the "fiuadred nine students" that had
graduated the training class or the library sclsawde its inception in 1891, "about three
hundred forty are in library work today* Although Williamson presumed that women
left librarianship for marriage while men left fother job opportunities, he found that
overall the figures showed that "men graduates drapf the profession in about the

same proportion as womert."

While "unfavorable comment has been made at timdb® seemingly large
proportion of women graduates of library school®witarry,” Williamson felt that "a
fair interpretation of the statistics" left "littiground for criticism of library school
graduates on this scor&."By his reckoning only about 22 percent of all #emen
graduates of all the library schools had marriedhaytime of his report. The
percentages varied quite widely among the schbolsgver, influenced by the total
number of graduates and by how recently the prodradnbeen established. The UC
Berkeley school, for example, with only forty totahduates including the 1921 class,
had a marriage rate of only 2.5 percent, that bemgystudent. However, the school had
only been established in 1919, a year before Whkian's study. By contrast, the oldest
school, Dewey's school at the New York State Lygrapasted about 726 female
graduates since 1887, of whom 140, or 19.2 pettashimarried. That number also

represented the median for the thirteen schoatsatierage being 21.9 percent, a not

>3 Los Angeles Public LibrarEorty-fourth Annual Report of the Board of
Library Commissioners of the Los Angeles Publicanp, For the Year Ending June 30,
1932(Los Angeles: n.p. October 1932), 20.

> Williamson, Training, 77.

>® Ibid, 77.
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statistically significant difference given the sdmg data. Unfortunately, the truly
interesting statistic, how many of the approximati83 male graduates married after

completing library school, was not collected.

At the LAPL resignations to pursue other work aesignations to pursue
marriage were reported with equal regularity, antth wo comment except best wishes.
Other libraries reported similar exoduses. In 1B&fla F. Sneed, principal of Atlanta's
library school since 1908, wrote that "marriage tingsepidemic in the library world as
we have nine marriages to our credit in less thgeaa.®® While in 1917 Milton J.
Ferguson of the California State Library Schoolldauip, "The school can not expect
much credit as a matrimonial agency; only oneofiaduates has married and she, even,
is so wrapped up in her profession that she coesitii the service’* By 1933,
however, those numbers had changed dramaticaliyh Wo dead and two not
reporting, thirty of the California State Librargi®ol's remaining seventy-two students,

41.7 percent, were married.

In Redondo Beach of the twenty-nine library studemhose marital status can be
determined, five, including the widow Burney whal diot remarry, remained single,
while twenty-three, not quite 80 percent, marriadluding Evelyn Morris, who was
divorced when she started the training but subsetyumarried. One woman, Fern

Rhein, started the program married but subsequdittyced and did not remarry. In

*% James V. Carmichael, Jr., "Atlanta's Female Librey, 1883-1915 Journal of
Library History21, no. 2 (Spring 1986): 393.

" Milton. J. Ferguson, "The California State Libr&ghool,"News Noted2, no.
2 (April 1917): 357.
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fact, the single most surprising thing to emergenfithis study is the apparent frequency
of separation and divorce at this time. Pareniings, spouses, in-laws, the extended
family histories reveal that scarcely a family ggrha marriage ended not by death,
which was also fairly frequent, but by separati@ix of the twenty-nine students,
including Morris and Rhein, divorced, three of whadvtorris, Amet and Tower,
remarried. Marie Adair divorced, and so did heather. Eva Hanson's second marriage

was to a man already twice-divorced. And thedats on, and on.

Significantly, divorce or separation does not appedave had a negative impact
on the social of status of the women. When Evasdamivorced Beryl Tower, both
parties remained in their home town of Redondo Beaklanson remarried and the
couple continued to live in Redondo until movingPaso Robles. Fern Rhein continued
to hold the position of librarian of the HermosaaBle library even after her divorce, and,
again, all the parties continued to live in thealoarea. And, of course, May Hopkins's
separation from her husband, which must have bedlirkkwown in local circles, did not
prevent her from holding public office, foundingttvomen's business club, or

eventually serving as the city's first female mayor

Of course there were women who were truly "dedd&bethe library spirit" and
chose to remain single in order to pursue the wot&wever, one other option existed
which allowed women to both have a career and miairat long-term personal
relationship outside of their family. The questmfiiBoston marriages" has long been a

subject of quiet discussion in library literatuMere these relationships homosexual in
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nature, or were they friendship bonds, whereinwemen joined together to form a
working household, combining financial resourcesyping like-minded
companionship and emotional support? With litbewmentation available, and with
homosexuality still a charged topic, historians atiters are loathe to attribute a sexual

content to the relationships without solid evidence

For example, Tessa Kelso and Adelaide Hasse dfARéd. were almost certainly
a couple of some sort. Kelso, who became the higadian in April 1889 was by 1892
living with Hasse’® And it hardly seems credible that in 1895 Haseald quit the
LAPL, where she had worked since 1890, solelyfih @f pique over the firing of Kelso,
or on the basis of mere friendship or collegidioieship. Was a local clergyman's
objections to "a particular French book upon tHeraiy's shelves®® code for other
"French" activities that Kelso, with her "habitsifolling about the streets, her hair short,
and wearing no hat, smoking cigarettes, and obiyous caring in the least for anyone's

opinion of the subject® may have been engaged in?

*8 Los Angeles City Directory, 189lLos Angeles: W. H. L. Corran, 1891) shows
Hasse (326) and Kelso (379) at different addreskkesvever, by 1892 they were living
together, and they were still together in 1886s Angeles City Directory and Gazetteer
of Southern California for 189@ os Angeles: Geo. W. Maxwell, 1892) 270 for Hasse
and 310 for KelsoMaxwell's Los Angeles City Directory and Gazetigebouthern
California, 1895(Los Angeles: Los Angeles Directory Co., 1895) &t2Hasse and 790
for Kelso.

* Faith Holmes Hyers, "Brief History of the Los Aeg Public Library," in Los
Angeles Public Libraryt-orty-Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Library
Commissioners and of the Los Angeles Public Libra®86(Los Angeles: n.p., 1926),
42.

% John D. BruckmariThe City Librarians of Los Angelésos Angeles: Los
Angeles Library Association, 1973), 24, as quoteBeébra Gold Hansen, Karen F.
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In 1916 Ida G. Munson, who in 1911 had left théf sththe Long Beach Public
Library to work at the California State Librarywéid at the Maydestone Apartments,
while Nora (or Nova) J. Beal, an employee of thet&Civil Service Commission, lived
at the Merrium Apartment&. However, starting in 1917 and in every directang
census thereafter, Munson and Beal shared the Saotamento address, first at the
Maydestone Apartments and later at their home 3® 22h Avenue® In the 1920
census Beal was even listed as "partner” to Muasbead," although by 1930 Beal was
identified with the far less charged descriptordtuter.®® Ida G. Munson died October
12, 1963 at the age of ninety-three. Her life4partNora J. Beal died the following
year, on December 1, 1964, at the age of seveght-#i They had lived together for

over forty-five years.

In Redondo Beach the intimate friendship betweemtian Mary L. McKinley
and journalist Mary Story certainly raises a questiBetween April and September
1912, for example, the two exchanged visits att laee times, each time for a stay of
several days up to two or three we&kaVhen McKinley returned in May 1913 from

five months of travel, she immediately came to Reldo taking Story back with her to

Gracy, and Sheri D. Irvin, "At The Pleasure of Bward: Women Librarians and the Los
Angeles Public Library, 1880-19041,ibraries & Culture34, no. 4 (Fall 1999): 320.

# Sacramento Directory Co's Sacramento City Directd816(Sacramento:
Sacramento Directory Co., 1916), 36 for Beal antl ¥ Munson.

®2 Sacramento Directory Co's Sacramento Directory,QL960s Angeles:
Sacramento Directory Co., 1961), 56 for Beal an8l 65 Munson.

%3 U.S. Census, 1930; 1940.

% California Death Index, 1940-1997.

%5 "you and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezépril 13, 1912; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breezdune 8, 1912"You and Your NeighborRé€dondo Breeze
September 28, 1912.
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Pomona, after which followed another extended raefndsits which lasted at least
through August® Story even went so far as to travel the 270 méedadera shortly
after McKinley received her appointment to a peremrposition ther&’ after which
Story moved, permanently, to San Diego. Yet, @itbry's two marriages and no
information about McKinley after 1926, it is diffilt to say with certainty what the

nature of the relationship wa%.

Interestingly, although contemporary librarianeliRewey, Sneed, Ferguson and
Williamson addressed the "problem” of marriage wsitime equanimity, modern-day
librarian-historians have debated and fretted tiverissue. For historian Dee Garrison
the question of marriage is not so fraught. Ofdigit women included in her study of
"36 library leaders in the period from 1876 to 19@@o, Mary Salome Cutler and
Theresa H. West, married, which Garrison found mnar&able. "The culture defined
women's responsibility to the home as her primaug and this definition was all-
pervasive before 1900," explained Garrison. Thdeen Theresa West, for example,

gave up her job in 1896 "as the leading woman fianeheading an important library” to

% "pPersonal Mention,Redondo Reflexiune 6, 1913; "You and Your Neighbors,"
Redondo Breezdune 6, 1913; "Personal MentioRédondo Reflexjune 13, 1913,

"You and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezdune 14, 1913; "Personal Mention,"
Redondo Reflexuly 4, 1913; "Personal MentiorRedondo RefleXAugust 8, 1913;
"You and Your NeighborsRedondo Breezé\ugust 9, 1913; "You and Your
Neighbors,"Redondo Breezdugust 16, 1913; "You and Your NeighborBRgdondo
Breeze August 30, 1913.

®7"Neighborhood News,Redondo Breezéanuary 24, 1914.

% The unusual circumstances of the death of Stéirgtshusband, her three
"nervous breakdowns," a somewhat odd visit to leadchusband's family a year after his
death, and even what is known of her second huslpdungl Story's own death at a
relatively young age, are all suggestive of sonmgttieneath the surface, but what, if
anything, has yet to be determined.
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marry Henry EImendorf, "it would," said GarrisohaVe been shocking if she had

chosen otherwise®®

But for librarian-historians, steeped in the kierre of the missionary librarian,
the maid Marian spreading the library spirit, theestion of marriage and attrition are
inextricably linked to the question of dedicatiorthe work. If marriage meant resigning
from their work, then how dedicated to the librapyrit could these librarians who left
librarianship for the married life really be? Inl#@nta, librarian-historian James V.
Carmichael, Jr., noted that "though it is obviduet the early Atlanta librarians were
committed to their work, four of the first six [dmians . . . left librarianship for marriage
apparently with few qualms of consciené®.et, in a study of the graduates of three
library schools, lllinois, Albany and Atlanta, beten 1905 and 1930, he struggled to
explain what he considered the high, 55 percetd,obmarriage among the Atlanta
graduates compared to those of the other schésarkably, after taking into account
regional variations and specifically the "primadya@dlock in the ethos of the southern

lady, prevailing social conventions, and labor plh most southern municipalitie§:"

% Dee Garrison, "The Tender Technicians: The Femtitin of Public
Librarianship, 1876-1905Journal of Social Historg, no. 2 (Winter 1972-1973): 145.

0 Carmichael, "Atlanta's Female Librarians,": 381.

"t James V. Carmichael, Jr., "Southerners in thetNamtd Northerners in the
South: The Impact of the Library School of the Uarsity of lllinois on Southern
Librarianship,” in Laurel A. Grotzinger, James \ar@ichael, Jr., and Mary Niles
Maack, edsWomen's Work, Vision and Change in Librariandi@pampaign:
University of lllinois, 1994), 41.
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Carmichael concluded that the marriage rate amouathern librarians was a result of

their "equivocal” commitment to the professign.

Similarly, Joanne E. Passet in her study of 3xbfgssionally trained” librarians
who went to work in the West, commented on therdgancy in marriage rates, 23.2
percent for her study versus Williamson's repo2b® percent, as if a difference of 1.3
percent makes a significant difference in the figdi’> Moreover, even as she recounts
the story of Cornelia Marvin, who, with thirty-fiseears of library service, twenty-five of
those as the secretary of the Oregon State LilZargmission, resigned at the age of
fifty-six to marry,* Passet struggles, without much success, to rdedhei views of
some library women who “felt that interest in mage would suggest a lack of
commitment to the profession” with others who "regadl at the prospect of quitting work

after they married™ Clearly the myth of Marian still lives.
"A permanent solution . . .": Williamson's Recommerdations

From the purely practical standpoint, most of Vditison's recommendations
were not. Take, for example, his utter dismis$ahe small library. According to
Williamson library service diminished in direct partion to the population, so that "we
find in the average community of less than ten samd population a library which at

best merely purchases a small number of books) aftevisely selected, and in a purely

2 Carmichael, "Southerners," 38.

3 Joanne E. Pass@uyltural Crusaders: Women Librarians in the America
West, 1900-1917Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 19%1).

4 Virginia Green, "Cornelia Marvin PierceSalem Online History
www.salemhistory.net/people/cornelia_marvin_pidroa.

> PassetCultural Crusaders31-32.
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routine way performs the clerical process of perngtindividuals to borrow what they
happen to find on the shelve."But, the 1920 census reveals that in the UnitateS

just under 26 percent of the population lived tiesi of over 100,000 inhabitants, the
kinds of cities which could host a library like thAPL, capable of staffing or at least
assisting a system of branch libraries. Convergelly, 57.6 percent of the population
lived in cities and towns of 10,000 or fewer inhabts, with almost half living in "rural
districts," defined as less than 2,500 peoplerdrpleaders had labored long and hard in
the vineyard of local governments encouraging tieaton of municipal libraries. In
1910 California, library historian Ray Held countédty-one cities with populations
over 5,000, all of which had free public librarissyenty-three municipal libraries
located in towns between 1000 and 5000 resideritis afew more "scattered among the
numerous incorporated places below 1,000 in pojuldt In the following decade
twenty-two more city libraries were opened in Gaiifia in cities ranging in size from
2,000 to 4,00087 With closures and a few absorptions into city aadnty systems, Held
counted 135 municipally supported libraries by m@i7’® It seems unlikely that, in the
face of this great success, library leaders wauld &round and declare the majority of
those libraries "poor in quality*their librarians "unable to reach even the sub-

professional standard of servid8."

® Williamson, Training, 130.

""Ray E. HeldThe Rise of the Public Library in Californ{€hicago: American
Library Association, 1973), 51.

’® Held, The Risg54.

9 Williamson, Training, 130.

% Ibid, 135.
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Moreover, Williamson failed to take into accoung thdependence which cities
and towns fiercely maintained. In 1909, when @atfifa State Librarian James Gillis
proposed legislation for a new, statewide systewgoahty libraries, there was
considerable push-back from the city libraries pamticular there was objection to the
new management scheme, which placed the state's eotinty library system under the
supervision of the state librari&h.According to Held, opposition to Gillis's plan sva
"largest and loudest in southern California, pattdy in Los Angeles County, which
contained the greatest number of public librarfésltdeed, in November 1909 a special
meeting of the Sixth District of the CLA was hetdHollywood, at which time "it was
voted not to accept the plan,” which the librariteis"would take the control of city
libraries out of the hands of the cities and give ithe county supervisor&> Cities
could proactively exclude themselves from the cphn, which Redondo Beach, based
on the recommendation of its librarian, Mary L. Mgley, duly did, approving a
resolution on February 28, 1910 that it was "thar@eof the City not to participate” in

the county systerff.

Although undoubtedly anxious to have library tragiconsidered "professional,”
library school administrators were also unlikelyetmact the broad and sweeping changes

recommended by Williamson. In California, at that& Library School where entrance

. Held, The Risg135.

%2 |bid, 140.

8 | ibrarians Object to New Library PlanRedondo ReflesNovember 18, 1909.

8 City of Redondo Beach Board of Trustees Minutedrfary 28, 1910. City of
Redondo Beach, Office of the City Clerk, http://wwedondobeach.org/City Clerks
Department/Minutes.
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requirements included graduation from a collegeroversity as early as 1915, the
program lasted only seven years, closing in 19%though the program was transferred
to the University of California, the new Departmehtibrary Science offered only an
undergraduate program. And even after it becagraduate school in 1926, Berkeley
offered only a one-year certificate until 19%7In 1926 the LAPL upgraded its program,
gaining accreditation as a "junior undergradudteally school by the Board of Education
for Librarianship.” Yet only six years later, i832, in response to economic pressures
caused by the Depression, the LAPL dropped its &itabrary School and retained only
the training class for "Library Clerical Aid§> The University of Southern California
tried to fill the gap, offering "summer sessiong&vVentually, after four years of pressure
from the LAPL's Alumni Association, USC opened &&a of Library Service in
September 1938, In 1920 when Williamson conducted his study ofif6enia‘s four
library schools--the UC Berkeley summer course Stage Library School, the training
school at the LAPL, and the Riverside Library Seevéchool--only the Riverside
program was still open to students such as Cldipgasy apprentices. Although the
Riverside School continued to operate for over ti@oades after the death of its founder

Joseph Daniels in 1921, it was never accredited.

8 "school of Librarianship,University of California History, Digital Archives.
http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/~ucalhist/general _hygtampuses/ucb/colleges.html#libraria
nship

8 News Noteg7, no. 2 (April 1932): 140.

87"Finding Aid for the University of Southern Califia School of Library
Science,'Online Archive of California,
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt9f=8m/?query=usc+school+of+library+
science.
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When Lola A. Clegg resigned in 1924 she left belamogram for library
training, and two "trained librarians," Emma E. &aand Miriam N. Burney. With little
formal training herself, and with no prospect ofmediate employment in Redondo or
the nearby Hermosa Beach library to offer to aryraptices she might solicit, Catey
quickly dropped the training class. The RedondadBePublic Library returned to

relying on "some local girl" to staff its librarpif the next three decades.
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Conclusion
Made Marian

Taking advantage of new technologies and borrovirimm the world of the
factory, Melvil Dewey succeeded in devising a siystd library management which
allowed the work to be compartmentalized and rozech. Then, deftly deploying the
familiar rhetoric of religious reform, Dewey defthand promoted librarianship as a
missionary calling. Marian, the librarian, as emwned by Dewey, was a solidly middle-
class woman, educated, and sufficiently self-canftdo serve the public, but equally
mindful of her place in Victorian society. Dewelsrian demonstrated the qualities of
the intelligent, helpful, efficient wife and thentwring, guiding, instructive mother while
working in a job which was described in the proi@sal literature as having both the

social attributes and the physical environmenhefliome she ultimately hoped to gain.

Librarianship became an educated form of housewankere Marian was,
literally, a maid, organizing (classification arataloging), tidying (shelving and
circulation), and helping (reference and readehgsary). Yet, at the same time,
because of the missionary, reformist nature ofatbek Dewey's librarian was told that
she could "look upon her chosen profession” assditidt opportunity of service to
society. The mostly female library workers were constangyinded that the work

was the reward, "the real compensation . . . whahnever be measured by salary

! Milton J. Ferguson, "Marry Ella GlockNews Notes of California Librariek?,
no. 2 (April 1922): 199. Hereafter cited as "NeMaes." Glock spent almost her entire
library career, from 1914 to 1921, in Madera, Qahfa, living with her parents and two
siblings and working at the Madera County Free duijpr
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scales.? Occasionally librarianship was presented aseddyventure where the intrepid
librarian rode, walked, hiked, or drove a carriagautomobile hundreds of miles,
fording streams, outrunning thunderstorms, and sihgaoattlesnakes, all for the sake of
"establishing libraries under difficult conditiohd. But most often librarians were

admonished to remember their primary purpose, wiviah servicé.

But the women of the Redondo Beach Public Librhkg, hundreds of other
small-town librarians, were neither missionaries redormers, neither homebound
Victorian true women nor pioneer new women. I fidee lives of these women
demonstrate that there is nothing to distinguigintlas a distinct or identifiable group
from other WASP, middle-class women in the cityo $pecific trait can be used as a
reliable predictor of who would take the libraryuese, and, except for age, no
characteristic could point to who would go on torkvim a library, or which woman

would remain in librarianship for a lifetime.

To the contrary, the extended family biographiesspnted in this thesis reveal

that library women were as much like each othéhag were like their mothers, sisters,

2 As quoted in Dee GarrisoApostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and
American Society, 1876-1928ew York: The Free Press, 1979), 228.

% Anne Haddden, "Library TrailsNews Noted 1, no. 3 (July 1916): 581-88;
Mabel Wilkinson, "Establishing Libraries under Dxfflties,”" ALA Bulletin10 (1919):
161-69. Hadden's account is so similar to the rfaor®us one by Wilkinson, right down
to a colorful description of Hadden's first expade riding a horse, it fairly begs the
guestion whether the ALA had solicited stories luis theme, and Wilkinson's was the
winner, thus gaining her, and her faithful libréwgyrse, Joker, fame and immortality.

* As late as 1921 librarians attending the sixttridisconvention of the California
Library Association found that "Service and therteoatmosphere' were stressed by all
the speakers.” "Librarians Attended Conventidtetlondo RefleMarch 18,1921.
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and other female relatives. Moreover, the librasiavere no different than their female
neighbors, fellow church members, and clubwomeibracy women moved seamlessly
between the library and other typical white, middigss female roles, including teacher,
nurse, clerical worker, wife, and mother. And \ehelach individual woman stands alone,
unique, with her own fascinating story, overall ives of Redondo Beach's library
women were interchangeable with those of otheafibns with whom they worked, and
with the women of the wider community. All of whi¢eads to the inescapable
conclusion that librarians were not, in fact, Magathat is, they did not represent a
distinct or unique type of woman employed in thekwvaf a special calling. Marian may

have been an archetype, but she was not a type.

Small wonder, then, that the popular notion oflihearian comes not from a
romanticized reality, but from romantic fiction. avlan Paroo, Meredith Wilson's circa-
1912 River City, lowa, librarian was, he told ateiviewer, "pretty exactly my mothet."
Born around 1860 in lllinois, Rosalie Reinger medrdohn David Wilson around 1889.
They had four children, one of whom died in infanlogfore divorcing. Meredith
Wilson's father remarried, but his mother did nibis a story which could easily be

inserted into the narrative of any of the womerfif@o in this study. Other movies

® Quoting from an article in thdew York Herald Tribungust prior to the
Broadway opening of "The Music Man." Eric Endréd, Wilson," Endresnet,
http://www.endresnet.com/mmwillson.html. Even Naw¥s name was taken from a real
librarian, Marian Seeley, a medical sciences liaramarried to a colleague of Wilson's
from World War Il days working in the Armed Fordeadio Service in California.
According to Seeley when Wilson found out whatjbbrwas, "he just laughed . . . He
thought that was the funniest job in the world.& #ubbed her "Marian the librarian" and
the name stuck. Heidi Toth, "Marian the Librar@haracter Reflects Who She Was,"
Daily Herald (Provo, UT), September 20, 2006.
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present a similar story. Reference librarian ButWwgtson, played by the very definition
of the educated, New England spinster, Katheringbdn, battles EMARAC (the
Electromagnetic Memory and Research Arithmeticat@ator) in the 1957 "Desk Set."
Besting the computer, Hepburn's Watson wins thet liéghe computer's engineer,
Richard Sumner, played by Spencer Tracy. And,deleghtful reversal of roles, Parker
Posey's Mary--whose midnight mastery of Dewey'sildacSystem turns her from an
irresponsible "Party Girl" (1995) into a soberjable librarian (complete with bun and
glasses)--becomes a suitable mate for the schobke#n-disguise falafel vendor. These
fictional depictions, with their happily-ever-aftendings, ring true because they reflect
the reality of library women like those of the Rado Beach Public Library, not the

myth of Marian.

Historians are drawn to the documents, writingdmgsbased on the evidence left
behind by its participants. As a result, mosthaf history about libraries and librarians in
the United States has focused on the professieadklship. Whether this was the actual
founders of libraries, the leaders of the largealites and the library organizations, the
graduates of the library schools, or the leadefibrdry expansion in the West, library
history has focused on those who left papers thi@tian can access, interpret, and
analyze. Thus, ninety years later, despite theées\de to the contrary, librarian-historians
continue to perpetuate the myth of Marian. In veedifted and carefully researched
books and articles, they depict library women, siimmes as a group but more often in

individual biographies, consistently and persidieint terms that are militant and
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messianic: they are apostles of culture, cultunadaders, advocates for access, bringing

the public library gospel to the American West.

But, the average, the typical, librarian, the litaa represented by the women of
the Redondo Beach Public Library, did not leavehsauwvritten record. Rather, their
stories must be teased from the local newspapler@ned from administrative reports,
and sifted from the records of vital statistics aedsus data. By turning to local history
we can, therefore, gain not only a richer and na@airate understanding of the
development of librarianship, but also its placéhwi the contexts of the history of

women and women's work in the United States.
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