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College
press rights
remain
unsettled

By Shannon Rasmussen
Daily staff writer

A bill narrowly passed by the state legis
lature which would allow California State
University campus newspapers freedom to
express editorials and opinions continues to
be controversial among its opponents and
supporters

Assembly Bill 1720 is being placed in a
two-house conference committee for review
and amendments because of key opponents in
the CSU Board of Trustees and the Republi
can Party, while its advocates from Califor
nia State University at Humboldt express un
happiness about its present content

Paul Knepprath, California State Student
Association legislative director, said there
are too many key Republicans blocking the
passage of the bill. He said it would probably
be vetoed if it was sent to Gov. George Deuk
mejian for signature at this time

“It got off the Senate floor on a narrow
vote (21-18)." Knepprath said

The legislature is scheduled to review the
controversial bill in January 1986 when it re
turns from recess

Adam Truitt, former editor of The Lum
berjack, the student newspaper at Humboldt
State, was suspended from his position after
he published an editorial endorsing political
candidates and ballot issues in the 1984 presi
dential elections. He violated CSU policy by
endorsing non-campus candidates in a stu
dent publication receiving state funding

Truitt has since filed a lawsuit that is still
in its early stages, along with the campus
newspaper and the editorial board, against
Humboldt State individuals as well as higher
education officers

Arnie Braafladt, attorney for Truitt and
those named, said the plaintiffs are unhappy
with the bill in its present form, introduced by
Assemblyman Dan Hauser, because it does
not adequately address the issue of endorsing
political figures on which the suit is based

Truitt could not be reached for comment

The bill, as written, “would bar the CSU
from penalizing or otherwise prohibiting the
expression of any editorial position in a stu
dent publication, to the extent the expression
would be constitutionally protected if pub
lished in a publication of general circulation,
so long as the student publication disclaims
any representation of the position of the state
the university, the campus, the associated
students, and of any entity that provides fi
nancial support to the publication.’

Braafladt said the bill is susceptible to
unacceptable interpretations. For example,
if it doesn’t directly say something, the chan
cellor’s office could say the bill doesn't imply

continued on back page
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Surrounded by radio equipment and records,
Dave Yohn, a disc jockey for the campus

Ron Cockerille — Daily staff photogray

radio station KSJS, said that his job is a day-
to-day fight with claustrophobia.

KSJS makes request for space

™~wiim

Station wants
facilitiesin S.U

By Tyrone van Hooydonk
Daily staff writer

SJSU's student radio station wants to move into the Student
Union but the S.U. director said there is no space available

Joel Wyrick, KSJS general manager, and James Lull, ad
viser, made a space request to the Student Union Board of Di
rectors in fall of 1983 and again in July. They feel the station’s
present location in Hugh Gillis Hall is too small and does not
provide enough exposure to students

The original request was denied by SUBOD and a move in
near future is unlikely, said Ron Barrett. S U. director

“I have no opposition to their being in the S U in principle,”
Barrett said. “‘But the reality is we don’t have the space. The
building wasn’'t designed to have a student radio station.”

Barrett said that SUBOD would have to move present S.U
occupants or build a new space to accommodate KSJS

Wyrick said the request for the move was approved by the
Theatre Arts Department. If the move to the S.U. is not ap-
proved by SUBOD, then the department may consider expan
sion of facilities into a faculty office next to KSJS in Hugh Gillis
Hall, he said

The request for space will be sent to the SUBOD house com
mittee when it is estab
lished, Barrett said
SUBOD's  first  fall
meeting was on Tues [ haye no opposition
day and committee as

signments will be made tO the"“ be]ng 1n the
in upcoming meetings § s §

“If the house com SU n pl'lnClple
mittee  members can ]
bring a different per BUt .o WE d()n t
spective ‘un-i ”\l‘_\. can have the Spacev
find some area I hadn't
thought about, fine.” — Ron Bill'l’(‘“.
Barrett said S.U. director
The present location of
KSJS suffers from a

lack of visibility and accessability, Wyrick said Relocating in
the S U. will result in more student involvement., he said

Wyrick said that the biggest misconception about KSJS is
that only broadcasting majors are allowed to work in the sta
tion

There are 110 students presently involved with KSJS but
more interest could improve the station, Wyrick said

“If we have 500 students fighting for 110 positions, the com-
petition is stronger and you gel a more quality oriented sla
tion,”" he said

Lack of space is also a problem for KSJS, Wyrick said

Wyrick estimated the station’s area as being 400 to 500
square feet. It is filled with the studio. production facilities and
the record library

“We have a total of three desks for 110 students; that's
small,”" he said

Wyrick said he does not know if a move to the S.1
solve KSJS's space problem

There are meeting rooms in the S.U. that are not filled with
equipment or businesses, but Barrett said there should be a bal

continued on back page
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MFA degree offered

by Theatre Arts Dept.

By Laura Cronin
Daily staff writer

By Gloria J. Debowski
Daily staff writer

Both San Francisco State Uni
versity and SJSU were vying for it
but SJSU won out

SJSU is now offering the
sought-after master of fine arts in
theater arts, both in performance
and scenography

Although San Francisco State
had been “‘trying hard to get (the
program),” the California State
University system chose SJSU’s
plan because it is more clearly or
ganized and stated, Karl Toepher,
program coordinator said Fund-
ing limitations make it difficult
for more than one school in the
area to offer the program, he
added

“CSU  (system) demands
clear justification for proving that
the community and students bene-
fit and that tax dollars are being
well spent,” Toepher said

According to Toepher, a de-
gree in performance, which is di-
vided into acting and directing,
and scenography will be accred-
ited by the National Association of
Schools of Theatre by July

“We're in a stage now of es-
tablishing the program’s identity
on a state and national level”
Toepher said. “'1 fully expect it to

be accredited.”” The association is
now reviewing the program

To establish the validity of the
M.F.A., SJSU offers a more in
tense form of graduate training in
theater arts than the M. A. degree
delivered, Toepher said. It is a
two-year, full-time commitment
that prepares students for profes
sional careers in theater, he said
Obtaining the degree involves a
combination of classes within the
general M.F.A. program and
courses recognizing individual in-
terests

Interviews and auditions with
M.F.A. faculty help to determine
if a student’s goals coincide with
the role of the program, Toepher
said. Three students are enrolled
in the area of scenography in its
first year and 11 in the area of per
formance in its second year

“We wouldn’t like to see a dra-
matic increase,” in the number of
students enrolled in the program,
Toepher said. That is, until the de-
partment increases its technical
resources

“Resources are extremely
important in having an M.F.A
program that meets the require-
ments of the state,"’ Toepher said
“We need to give students the op-
portunity to act and direct.”

The International Power Tech
nology Cogeneration System in
stalled last December at SJSU is
owned by a brokerage firm, but the
university has the first option to buy
the plant in 28 years, said Cedric Ko
loseus, director for IPT

SJSU and the state have not paid
any money for the plant yet, site su
pervisor John Kaiser said

“Merrill-Lynch owns the plant at
SJSU," Kaiser said. “IPT operates
the plant for Merrill-Lynch and
makes the debt service payments. If
any profit is made, SJSU gets a split
of the profits back, and once the debt
service is retired and the tax write

Power plant is tax shelter for firm

‘If any profit is made, SJSU gets a split of

the profits back. . .’

— John Kai
site supervisor

off for Merrill-Lynch 1s over, SJSt
has first option to buy the plant

Since its installation in Decem
ber, the SJSU plant has not reached
full economic efficiency, Kaiser said
The programming logic for the con
trol center is not yet fully imple
mented. This part of the system will
be working in aboul three or four
weeks, he said. IPT will add up how
much it costs to run and how much

IPT is making from the sale of steam
and electricity to SJSU and excess
electricity sold to Pacific Gas and
Electric

“Essentially the basic criteria
for IPT being here is SJSU sees us as
transparent,” Kaiser said. “Their
bill should be no higher than it was
before, with PG&E. What happens is
that if we sell them a majority of the
power though, they get a percentage

back of the amount of the power that
we sell to them.”

Rita Norton, energy program
manager for San Jose, said the
state's General Services Administra-
tion office is trying to get more con-
tractual benefits for the university in
future contracts

A Sept. 20 tour of SJSU’s cogene-
ration plant was sponsored by the En-
ergy Managers Association and pre-
sented by IPT. The purpose of the
energy association is to bring to all
those interested in energy manage-
ment better measures to provide en-
ergy. said David C. Lee, president of
the Professional Managers Associa-
tion

continued on back page

Koehn trial postponed to late October

By David Leland
Daily staff writer

The scheduled Oct. 8 weapons
and drugs trial for Will Koehn, for-
mer Royce Hall residence director,
will be postponed until late October

According to Judith Sklar, assis
tant district attorney, Koehn has
waived his right to a speedy trial
With the crowded San Jose Superior
Court calendar, this means sure post-
ponment

Koehn has been held since his ar
rest by University Police last April in
San Jose County Jail in lieu of
$100,000 bail

Koehn is charged with possession
of fire arms and silencers by an ex-

felon and possession of cocaine. His
wife, Kim, is also facing weapons and
drug charges

A motion by Kim Koehn's attor
ney, Evans Prieston. to have Koehn
and his wife tried separately, was
denied

Kim Koehn posted bail several
days after her arrest

According to Sklar, the prosecut
ing attorney, this is a common tactic
when one co-defendant tries to make
the other look more guilty

“They want to get the least heavy
person away from the other one,"” she
said. *'They want to avoid guilt by as
sociation, but we feel we have evi

dence that she was seen around cam-
pus.’

According to Sklar, the judge at
the jury trial could rule differently
and separate the two

In another motion presented
Sept. 16, Koehn's San Francisco at-
torney, Joseph O' Sullivan, asked for
and was granted a reduction in si-
lencer counts

Koehn was in possession of a
sawed-off shotgun and two hand-guns
when he was arrested, Sklar said,
and had been charged with with pos-
ession of a silencer for each weapon
This was later reduced to one si-
lencer count

continued on back page

Will Koehn
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Need crackdown

“Garage Full "' Those two words send countless SJSU
students into tirades of anger. We end up driving around
in circles, searching for the closest available parking
space, screaming a few choice words in our heads (or out
of our mouths) if the mood strikes us

Then, like sun breaking oul of a rainstorm, the West
Parking Garage opened for business this fall. This new
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Nancy
Kawanami

garage eases the parking crunch to some extent by open
Ing up five more stories of parking spaces to play with

It would be safe to assume that with all these new
parkimg spaces, students would be able to find a place to
park provided that they arrive at school at an early
enough time to beat the rush

Good enough? Well, not quite. There's trouble in par
adise

As it turns out, an irritating problem is alive and well
in our parking garages. This problem isn’t stemming
from the parking garages it's stemming from certain

on parking hogs

Why do certain people insist on taking up two parking
spaces when one would do? On any chosen day, one can

see cars of all shapes and sizes parked in two parking
spaces. What gives”?

This is a job for the University Police Department
Why can’t the UPD start cracking down on these people
who, for some unknown reason, have a penchant for hog
ging parking spaces”

It's hard to tell if these people are just being careless
by straddling the whites lines or if they are plain misjudg
ing distance. Regardless of the reason, something has to
be done to stop this problem

The UPD, for example, could get together, have a
meeting and decide o issue $50 parking tickets for this
blatant disregard for common courtesy. This action will
make one think twice before he carelessly swings into two
parking spaces

Every student has to get to class on time. Having to
park on the fifth floor of the parking garage because
somebody took two parking spaces on the second floor is
downright maddening

Walking down five flights of stairs, when it should
have been only two flights, only intensifies the anger of
being gypped out of a parking space

If these “‘white line straddlers' are afraid of having
their cars scratched, bumped, or dented, they can cover
them with those handy, dandy protective car covers

Let's hope something is done about this problem so
we can park at the closest possible parking space without
having to drive past perfectly available parking spaces
that should have rightfully been our own

Monday, September 30, 1985/Spartan Daily
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Letter polic

The .\'p(n'IF.?n Daily Xn-uumm-\ readers to write
letters

All letters must bear the writer's full name, sig
nature, major, phone number and class standing

Phone numbers and anonymous letters will not
be printed

Deliver letters to the Daily office in

Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 208, or to the information
desk in the Student Union

The Daily reserves the right to edit letters for
libel and length

The opinions appearing on the forum page are
those of the authors and are not necessarily those of
the editorial staff

The editorials are the opinions of the editorial
board of the Daily

On a French avenue, where boys will be clones

France has Chanel No5, Yves Saint Laurent and
Christian Dior, fine cuisine, pastries, excellent wines and
champagnes but that’s not it. France has also its future
Yappie-Yuppie class

If one thinks that the Yuppie is a typical American
phenomenon, one ought to check out the “froggies’ over
seas

First get up early and look. Thousands of clones
emerge every day from their parents’ chic apartments
They slink down the grand boulevard on their way to pri
vate schools in two-tone loafers which are buffed to a lus
trous sheen

Pale yellow Benetton sweaters are flung carefully
around tenderly after-shaved necks as they smoke a be
fore-class cigarette on the corner

This adolescent army goes by the name of “minets”
Minet is a rather pejorative term used to describe young
men whose main concern in life is to take care of their
fine, chic, raffine and clean-looking appearance

The minets abhor distinction. Their purpose in life 1s
to resemble each other as closely as possible. They musl
wear the same outfit, use the same language, discuss the
same topics, go to the same places and act the same
way,"like totally casual and completely cool”

One of the best moments of the day to catch them is
lunchtime. At lunchtime you can find the minets in any

Jack
Tordjman

given cafe, draped on a pinball machine or sweet-talking
a mini-skirted Lolita in the corner booth. Paris’ youth has
undergone a metamorphosis since the student riots of
May 1968

Forget about changing the world and making it bet
ter, wars in the Middle East, and famine in Africa to
name a few. They are too concerned about having enough
pairs of argyle socks to worry about the world and poli
tics

Scene: The dance floor at Le Kilt Club, a new disco
theque near the main avenue in Paris. France. The min
ets sway slightly, hands in pockets and try to look bored

Admiring females are acknowledged by a slight nod of the

head or a lazy wink

Though the temperatures range into the hundreds,
the boys all keep their jackets on. An unruly forelock falls
into one's eyes but is quicRly shaken batk imto"plate. On
the bar are 35 picks of Marlboros and 47 half-empty whis
key and Cokes

Every one is cool or wants to look cool. No one says
much but what really matters is to look cool

Night after night, the minets sneak away from over
protective parents to the haven of loud music and their
own kind

There is strength in numbers and a feeling of belong
ing which bolsters their fragile teenage egos

These fashion-conscious boy scouts are France's fu
ture upper middle class adult. After a few years of college
in Los Angeles, the minets will have to think about grown
up things like jobs and mistresses

But not yet. For now, all they have to worry aboul is if
their mothers have pressed their Levis, and concealing a
pesky pimple or two

Letters to the Editor

Revenge will be sweet

Editor,

I was in my sandbox and had just put the M-80 in the
financial aid castle, when my roommate, Wanda Ring
Loose, came running towards me waving a wadded up
Spartan Daily

“Duck.” 1 yelled and pushed her into my playhouse
just before — KABOOM — the castle blew

““Heh, heh, heh,” I said and cackled like an idiot
“This is so fund and abusive — drat! — where's my pro
peller beanie?"

I forgot Wanda was there becaue I was so lost in my
search for the beanie and my constant plotting to find new
ways to abuse my A.S. position as director of student
rights and responsibilities

Then she kicked me in the shins

She immediately came to mind

“Ouch,” Isaid. “What do you want?"”

“Look at this editorial about you,” she said. "‘They
say your ‘Most Incompetent Department On Campus Con
test’ is a ‘stupid idea." "’

She shoved the Daily in my face

I shoved it back

"OK, so I don’t have the Daily in mind," I said. 1
couldn’t come up with ‘Talkman’ or ‘Erk.’ But then, I
don’t look too good in velour, either.”

“But they accuse you of using your political power for
revenge. [ think that's way out of line."”

“Yeah, you wouldn’t expect them to throw any truth
in there, would you,” I said. ‘I guess if I spent more time
heing self-righteovs, I wouldn't do things like this. But the
Danly is serious and self-righteous enough for all of us."

“Craig.” she said, and wiped a tear from her cheek
“Is it really true, like they said, that you want the depart-
ment to be perfect and all the workers fired and replaced
by machines?"

Ishuffled my feet. *‘I guess I did want that at first, but
then 1 read the Daily’s editorial,” I said. *‘And then I saw
the light. The editorial said, ‘Departments are run by
human beings, and human beings make mistakes; that's
what makes them human.' "

Overcome, I clenched into a fetal grip. The profundity

‘PLEASED TO BE OF ASSISTANCE — AND NOW, MY BANKER WOULD LIKE 70 TALK TO You ABOUT YOUR
DEUNQUENT MORTGAGE PAYMENTS . /

took a physical form that T could feel in my intestines,
stomach and coming up my throat. If I hadn't kept my
throat shut, Wanda would have seen the profundity, too

She held me

“But now that I know humans are just flesh and blood
mistakes, I have come to another realization,” I said

“What is it?"

“I want all my lovers to be inflatable

She let out a sob and pulled away. “But Craig, I love
you,”" she said

I wouldn't listen. I'd made my decision

“Yeah, well' that's sweet, Wanda, but 1 don't have
time for love now. I gotta get a job. My aid money won't
arrive 'til I'm sending out the thank-you notes for the
graduation gifts,”

“OK. I know you don’t care about me,"”
aren’t you going to get the Daily back?"

I would have replied, but I was already in the middle
of a scheme

she said. “'But

Carter
nalism
Senior

Teach kids how ads work

Editor,

Phil Loomis's article, “Commercialism killed car
toons,” (Sept. 20) has my complete support. Our society
must understand the seriousness of this issue

Most American children spend a great deal of time
watching television. The average child under 12 years old
spends an average of 27 hours a week watching television
(Nielsen 1980). Infants are attracted to television almost
from the instant they become aware of the world. Not only
are they attracted to television, but they are influenced
particularly by the commercials more than by the pro
grams themselves

This is not surprising, given the resources and the ac
cumulated experience of advertisers, and given the finan
cial incentives they have for making every second count
for the purpose of gaining children’s attention

Teaching children how to understand commercials
can be way to help the young viewers if regulation fails
At Yale University, 230 children were involved in a study
designed to teach them how to understand commercials
As a result, children showed a significantly greater in
crease in knowledge and understanding of special effects,
commercials and advertising. They understood what ad-
vertising techniques were used to enhance products

Something must be done. NOW!
Alon Hochdorf
Junior
Advertising, marketing

Between the Lines

Marcos
Breton

Shaken assumptions

ARIA BLANCAS JUAREZ is only six years
old. Her story is probably not unlike any
other for a child her age

At six years old, she probably loved the colors
and sounds of her native Mexico City. Like many of
the children of her city she probably loved to play in
the rows of trees and grassy fields of Chapultepec
Park

As only a child can, she probably stretched her
neck often in wonder at the massive skyscrapers of
her city without even a thought of fault lines or
alluvial plains

Her life in Mexico City, although not ideal for a
child, was still probably void of any of the problems
which plague people old enough to worry about
things

But on Thursday. Sept. 19, the ground shook and
swayed and the massive skyscrapers of the largest
city in the world fell on her life. Underneath a
catacylsmic heap of concrete, metal and bricks lay
thousands of her people, including her own family

To describe in detail the despair of her family
and that of thousands of others is impossible. How do
you describe a living hell?

How do you even begin to understand how Maria
and thousands of others can have their lives totally
disrupted in a matter of seconds?

Continuity is a strange thing

Lives are planned and planned to the last detail
as if there will always be a tommorrow. There are
schedules to keep, jobs to do and, of course, money
to be made

Mexico City, like all major cities, moves at a
fast pace. Certain aspects of life are taken for
granted as if there will always be a tommorow

But for thousands of people in Mexico City there
will be no tommorow

Something said by a survivor of the earthquake
keeps coming back

A man who was pulled from under a building
and had begun helping in the rescue proudly told an
American TV reporter, ““We here in Mexico City
don’t even talk to each other during normal times,
but during a crisis we are like this.” he said
crossing his middle and index fingers

As tragic as the quake itself is the reality that
most people “‘don’t talk to each other' until
something like an earthquake happens. Then all of a
sudden men and women who had little to do with
each other were doing things they would have never
thought of doing under normal circumstances

HE CITIZENS OF MEXICO City have been
racing against time to pull their families from
beneath what used to be a sprawling, vibrant
inner city. One can only wonder how many of those
people looking for the families are thinking about
the things they would like to say to them if they find
them alive. Or thinking about the things they hadn't
said because they thought there would always be a
tommorow
To say what has happened to Maria Blancas
Juarez and thousands of others is a terrible tragedy
is not enough, because years from now when all the
grief and misery has faded, people will probably
forget something they should never forget
That it can happen again
If there is any truth to the thought that good
things come from almost anything, then maybe
when Maria has grown up she will remember what
has happened and remember what is important to
her — before a tragedy happens
The pain wouldn't hurt any less that way but at
least there wouldn't be the worry of 'l wish I had
said everything I should have said."”

Marcos Breton is the city editor. "'Between the
Lines’’ is an open forum written by editors on a rotating
basis. It appears each Monday
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Spartan placekicker Tony Brown toes off in a recent practice
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By Rob Gibbany
Daily staff writer

After the offense has driven down
the field in the closing seconds of a
one-point game, a time out is called

There are four seconds left, and
the ball is on the opposing team's 30
yard line. The crowd roars in antic
ipation

The game is on the line

These are the types of situations
faced routinely by placekickers. In
fact, SJSU placekicker Tony Brown
said these outside factors don't mat
ter to him, as long as he does his job

“It doesn't make any difference
whether the score is close or whether
there's 80,000 people yelling at me.”
he said. “If | concentrate on what I'm
doing, there's hardly anything that
can affect me

“1 just try and concentrate on the

Football

mechanics of my game "

One thing that does affect Brown
is the idleness of a kicker's life, the
long periods standing on the sidelines
with no way to help the team

*“The most frustrating thing is to
stand around and not be able to con
tribute," he said. *‘I might not kick a
ball until the second or third quar
ter."

Yet when Brown does enter a
game, it is often in a do-or-die type
situation

Such the case Sept. 20
against Utah State when he came in
to attempt a 38-yard field goal. The
Spartans had battled back from an
early 21-0 deficit to tie the game, 32
32

was

There was 7:17 left in the game

The ball sailed wide to the right

“1 was having a good day until
that kick,™" he said

Prior to the miss, he had kicked a
48-yard field goal and had converted
his only chance at an extra point

"I don’t like to make mistakes."
he said. “It's kind of critical to say
that, since everybody makes mis

v U v
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pENN Sports
Kicking the football, Brown style

Canadian placekicker in spotlight

takes, but in my position, there
shouldn’t be a reason to miss no mat
ter where you kick from "’

But such is the life of a kicker
Unlike linemen, who work in relative
obscurity from the fan's perspective,
Brown stands in the open for all to
see

“Every time I step on the field,
everybody is watching me,"" he said
“They all assess how well 1 did. 1t's
difficult.”

As a kicker, Brown has to master
more than just the physical parts of
the game

“Kicking doesn't conform to the
rest of the game," he said. "Every
thing else is so violent and physical,
and the kicking game is so mental

“I can't go crazy and get freaked
like the rest of the team "

The mental aspect of kicking is
important to Brown. So is his mental
work in the classroom

“I've had pretty good grades
since I've been at SJSU." said the
economics major. “'I've been over 3.0
every semester except for the last
one

Now in his senior year at SJSU
Brown isn't bothered much by being
in the football spotlight. That wasn't
always the case

When he was attending the Col
lege of Siskiyous, he would get ner
vous thinking about his responsibili
ties. But that didn't stop him from
being ranked second in the state in
kicking and seventh in punting in his
sophomore year

Because his stats slipped to
wards the end of the year, Brown
wasn't picked to the all-state team

“I didn't get much notoriety be
cause | fell off the last part of the sea
son,” he said. “But I got a schol
arship here, and besides, it doesn’t
matter where you play, it's how you
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play

Brown wasn’'t sure whether he'd
be playing football anywhere when
he transferred to COS from his home
in Victoria, British Columbia

There was no high school football
in Canada, so Brown played just one
year of organized football before
coming to COS

“I came down and thought I'd try
playing at a junior college,’ he said
1 just wanted to see how good 1 could
be. If T was lucky enough to get a
scholarship, that was all 1 wanted to
(’l?

“I didn't expect this to happen
but it has, so I'm just going from
here.”

Brown isn’t sure what the rest of
the season holds for him but feels he
has something to prove

“I wouldn't say I've done great
this yvear."” he said, “‘but the season’s
still young, and I'll have a lot of op
portunities to prove myself "'

Undoubtedly he will. And many
of his chances will probably be in the
waning moments of a close game be
fore a screaming crowd

Clifton, NJ 07015.

BECOMING A NURSE IN THE ARMY.
And they're both repre-
sented by the insignia you wear
as a member of the Army Nurse
Corps. The caduceus on the left
means you re part of a health care
system in which educational and
career advancement are the rule,
not the exception. The gold bar
on the right means you command respect as an Army officer. If you're
earning a BSN, write: Army Nurse CSK
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Documentary urges non-violent alternative to war

By Patricia Pane
Daily staff writer

Independent filmmaker Robbie
Leppzer brought his personal
statement for peace to SJSU in the
form of a documentary titled “Har
vest of Peace "’

The film documents two weeks in
the lives of campesinos (farm work
¢rs) and American volunteers of the
“Nicaraguan Peace Brigade" as
lhey harvested cotton in the village of
Ascalpali on the northern Pacific
Coast of Nicaragua

Sponsored by the Central Amer
ica Solidarity Association, approxi
mately 40 people attended a screen
ing of the 30-minute documentary
Thursday afternoon in the Almaden
Room in the Student Union

‘It is a film of impressions of a
Journey for peace. It symbolizes a di
rect, non-violent challenge to war
and, in particular, our government'’s
policies in Central America,” Lep
pzer said

Leppzer and co-producer Lisa
Berger were part of a group of 150
Americans who traveled to Nicara
gua at their own expense to help in
the February 1984 cotton harvest

For two weeks the *‘peace bri
gade’ shared the workers' homes,

‘Harvest
of Peace’
at SJSU

By Patricia Pane
Daily staff writer

Audiences who have seen the
documentary ‘“‘Harvest of Peace”
have been moved by it, often to tears,
said its director Robbie Leppzer

The 30-minute film is a collage of
sound and images by a group of
American volunteers called the **Ni
caraguan Peace Brigade' who went
{o Nicaragua to pick cotton during
the February 1984 harvest

The film triggered emotional re
sponses from an audience at SJSU
when it was shown Thursday

““Harvest of Peace’” was spon-
sored by the campus club Central
America  Solidarity Association
CASA President Regina Najarro said
the group sponsored it because, “il is
important for people to see what the
work brigades do and to provide vi-
sual stimulation to action.”

Najarro, 43, came to the United
States as a child, when her father was
offered a job in the San Francisco
shipyards after World War II. She

‘Children are the
future of Nicaragua,
the people of
tomorrow. But 8-, 10-,
12-year-old kids think
they don’t have a
future because of the

(American) bullies.’
— Peasant,
in ‘Harvest of Peace’

said she has family on “‘both sides of
the fence in El Salvador. Some are
lawyers and generals, the oppres-
sors, but a greater number are the
poor who are suffering as a result of
the present situation in El Salvador."

Najarro's husband came to the
United States from Nicaragua as a
young man during the Somoza
dictatorship. He fled, Najarro said,
because  “Educational resources
were available in Nicaragua, but
only for the rich."

The film was attended not only
by SJSU students but by San Jose res
idents as well

Arlene Hsing, 24, a San Jose resi-
dent, came because of a general in
terest in Central America

“The film struck me,” Hsing
said. "I am now thinking about the
work brigades "

Several other San Jose residents
spoke about the feelings they experi
énced as a result of the film

Frank Spivey went to Nicaragua
last November as a member of the
work brigades

“I felt, for the first time, that |
was in a country where the majority
view was shared by me "'

““The only thing this film cannot
tell is the feeling I brought back with
me," said 79-year-old Jeff Boehm,
who spent two weeks in Nicaragua
picking cotton in January 1985

Leppzer has shown''Harvest of
Peace’ to 700 high school students
and to many colleges and universities
in Colorado, New Mexico and Califor-
nia. Audience response has been en-
thusiastic, Leppzer said

“Harvest of Peace” will be

shown at schools, colleges and com-
munities in San Francisco, Berkeley
and throughout the Bay Area this
week

suffered through the dusty, hot, te
dious picking
existed on a steady diet of rice, beans
and tortillas

“It was the first time that Ameri
cans went to Nicaragua in large num
bers to contribute a very personal
form of material aid: their labor

Job of cotton and

‘It symbolizes a
direct, non-violent
challenge to war and,
in particular, our
government’s
policies in Central
America.’

— Robbie Leppzer,

filmmaker

sweal and friendship as a concrete
people-to-people statement for
peace,” Leppzer said
Leppzer, 27, said the
war and peace has always been close
to my heart." He became interested

‘fi1ssue ol

while still in high school
near Boston, Mass. At that time he
was concerned about the Vietnam
War and worked for the school's FM
radio station reporting on the peace
movement

When things in Central America
began “heating up,” Leppzer said he
wanted to do something

in media

“Here is an example of poor peo
ple rising up against a brutal dictator
and then instituting a revolution that
was truly bringing about fundamen
tal changes in people's lives through

the distribution of land im
provements in health care, housing
and education. And it was really

working. That was very inspiring to

me, as someone who is concerned

about bringing social change." Lep

pzer said
when Presi
waging this un

He was “incensed
dent Reagan began
declared war and helping the band of

terrorist thugs, the contras

‘Nicaragua is a poor country and
we should be helping them to rebuild
their country, to develop their coun
try. Nicaraguans
friends, want to live
they like Americans
much don't like Reagan’s

want to be our
in peace and
But they very

policies

against them," Leppzer said

The film draws parallels to the
Vietnam War by
wounded soldiers and the bombings
there interspersed with seenes from
the American military buildup in
Honduras. It then cuts back to Nica
ragua and to interviews with Nicara
guans

using footage of

Children are the future of Nica
ragua, the people of tomorrow.” one
peasant says. "‘But 8, 10, 12-year-old
kids think they don't have a future be

cause of the (American) bullies

‘Harvest of Peace' was made on
a budget of $20,000 and was funded by
a combination of small grants, indi
vidual contributions and all volunteer
labor. “It is Leppzer said, “'a labor
of love

After editing the film for the past
'y years, “Harvest of Peace’ pre
miered over the Labor Day Weekend
al the Telluride Film Festival in Tell
uride, Colo. Leppzer has been touring
the colleges and high schools in the
southwest since that time

“As a filmmaker, it
ering to show this film to audiences
which univer

S empow

and see the response
sally ha
thusiastic

been very strong, very en

People are moved by it

oftentimes to tears, afterward he
said

The film, Leppzer was
shown to an all-girl Catholic High
Denver, Colo. who were
predominantly daughters of wealthy
Republicans and they were in tears
“They had no idea this

said

School in

afterwards

‘Nicaraguans want to
be our friends, want
to live in peace and
they like Americans.
But they very much
don’t like Reagan’s
policies against
them.’

— Robbie Leppzer,

filmmaker

was going on

at a Santa Cruz high school
the film sparked a lively debate when
one student challenged Leppzer with

Why aren’t we other
side of the Leppzer's re

hearing the
story?

sponse was “This is one viewpoint
and 1 encourage you to consider all
viewpoints

But, Leppzer said
dent stood up to his defense

another stu
“You get

the other side every night on the
news
This, said Leppzer, is encourag

ing to him. “'I'd rather have a heated
debate than apathy or ignorance,”
Leppzer said
T'he film was intended for two
kinds of audiences, Leppzer said
‘For people who share a concern
about what's happening in Central
America, | hope this film will inspire
them to action. And for audiences
who know nothing about Central
America, it has really served to stim
ulate them to think and to ask ques
tions, to want to find out more.’
“What ‘Harvest of Peace’ rep
Leppzer said, ‘‘is a real al
that the peaceful alterna
tive the dialogue and cross
cultural exchange is really the way to
I want t